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PREFACE. 


THE  Author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Colony 
in  New  South  Wales,    having  been  flattered  by. 
>  the  idea  that  a  Second  Edition  of  that  work  would  not 

prove  unacceptable  to  the  Public,  and  feeling  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  fliew  the  grateful  fenfe  which  he  cnter- 
3  tained  of  the  favourable  reception  of  the  firft,  had  for 

'*         •     fome  time  deliberated  on  the  propriety  of  giving  the  new 
^  Edition  in  a  form  which,  without  lefTening  the  intereft 

of  the  work,  might  render  it  lefs  expenfive  to  the  pur- 
chafer.  A  careful  Abridgment  appeared  moft  likely  to 
anfwer  the  end  defircd  ;  as  much  of  the  matter  con- 
tained in  the  firft  publication  was  now  no  longer  of  im- 
portance j  though  at  that  period  curiofity  was  awake  to 
the  moft  trivial  circumftance  occurring  in  a  new  world, 
where  the  adions  of  two  diftind  fets  of  people  were  to 
appear  in  contraft ;  the  one,  the  children  of  rude  uncul- 
tivated luture,  juft  entering  upon  the  ftagc;  the  other, 
the  difciples  of  vice  in  its  moft  refined  ftate,^  driven  from 
more  poliftied  fcenes. 
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The  Publiiliers  having  concurred  with  the  Author  in 
this  opinion,  he  was  proceeding  in  the  execution  of  his 
plan ;  when  an  appointment  from  his  Sovereign  called 
him  to  fulfil  its  duties  in  a  diflant  country. 

Thus  fituated,  he  prevailed  on  me  to  undertake  a 
tafk  for  which  I  felt  myfelf  but  ill  calculated ;  a  tafk  that 
I  have  performed  with  reludance,  and  which  nothing 
but  the  defirc  of  complying  with  his  wifh  could  have 
induced  me  to  perform  at  all.  An  early  fufpicion,  that 
the  deep  intereft  which  I  had  in  the  Narrator  would,  if 
it  did  not  impede  my  progrefs,  at  leaft  render  it  painful, 
was  fully  verified.  Scarcely  a  page  was  examined,  which 
did  not  give  Hirth  to  fome  uneafy  fenfation ;  and  my 
mind  was  by  turns  a  prey  to  terror  and  diigufl.  It  cannot 
be  matter  of  wonder,  that,  beholding  my  fellow-creatures 
fo  loft  to  every  fenfe  of  feeling,  fo  funk  in  hopelefs  de- 
pravity, as  to  prefer  their  former  evil  courfes,  when  even 
temptation  had  ceafed  to  hold  out  a  lure,  and  when 
comfort  and  competence  were  the  probable,  if  not  certain 
rewards  of  a  diflFerent  condudl,  created  in  my  bofom  a 
degrading  idea  of  the  human  heart,  and  led  me  to  tremble 
at  the  retoUedion  that  the  Hiftorian,  whofe  faithful 
records  had  given  birth  to  thofe  fenfations,  might  at  that 
very  hour  be  cxpofed  to  the  fame  evils  and  the  fame 
perils  which  he  had  but  too  recently  experienced.  That 
this  ihould  be  poflible,  did,  indeed,  fill  me  with  afto- 
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nifhment,  and  compelled  mc  to  condemn  the  temerity 
which  could  a  fccond  time  forego  every  earthly  enjoy- 
ment, a  fecond  time  to  encounter  each  fpecies  of  hard- 
fliip,  and  all  the  various  dangers  fo  certainly  attendant 
upon  thofe  who  explore  new  and  diflant  climes  :  a  facri- 
fice  for  which  no  reward  however  liberal,  no  praife 
however  loud,  could  ofFer  any  adequate  recompence. 

From  the  performance  of  my  laborious  ta(k  I  can  claim 
no  other  praife  than  that  to  which  a  perfeverance  in  what 
was  irkfome  may  be  thought  to  entitle  me ;  though  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgment  I  have  rendered  the  abridgment 
as  perfect  as  it  could  be;  having  been  careful  to  infert 
all  that  could  intercft  the  general  clafs  of  readers,  and  to 
omit  only  fuch  parts  as  muft,  by  a  repetition  of  crimes 
and  their  punifhment,  with  the  oft-repeated  regulatioiis 
and  laws  confequent  thereto,  become  diftrefling  or  tedious. 
Yet  enough  of  the  former  ftill  remains,  to  convince  every 
refle<^ng  mind  of  the  wifdom  which  dictated  the  re- 
lieving their  country  from  a  fet  of  people  fo  hoftile  to 
the  interefts  and  fafety  of  its  more  worthy  inhabittots. 
Nor  can  the  fpeciraens  here  given  of  incurable  depravity 
fail  to  convince  the  moft  violent  oppofcrs  of  the  colo-^ 
nifing  fyftem  of  its  neceflity ;  or  at  leaft  to  fill  them 
with  gratitude  to  that  government  which  has,  by  remov- 
ing fuch  numbers  of  unprincipled  people,  endeavoured 
to  protect  them  from  depredatibn  and  violence. 

Were 
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Were  the  unhappy  culprits  but  for  one  moment  to 
reflcft,  they  would  themfclves  acknowledge,  that  in  the 
adminiflration  of  juftice  mercy  has  not  been  forgotten  ; 
many  of  their  lives  had  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  crimes, 
but  for  this  timely  interference  of  the  lenity  of  that 
country  whofc  laws  they  had  defied,  of  that  country 
whofe  di{grace  and  fcourge  they  had  been ;  and  which, 
in  their  extremity,  had  ftretched  forth  an  arm  to  fave 
them  by  a  banishment  at  once  falutary  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  and  to  themfelves.  To  have  permitted  them  to 
live,  and  to  remain  amid  their  former  haunts,  would 
have  been  compelling  them  to  live  in  guilt ;  for  in  what 
other  manner,  however  well  difpofed,  could  they  pre- 
fcrve  that  life  which,  in  this  cafe,  it  would  have  been 
inhumanity  to  have  granted  ?  No  ear  would  liften  to, 
no  mind  would  credit,  the  tale  of  their  repentance :  with 
every  heart  and  every  door  clofed  againft  them,  whither 
could  they  turn,  but  to  the  felf-fame  enormities  which 
had  fubjeAed  them  to  this  mockery  of  mercy  ?  From 
exile,  if  they  have  any  thing  to  lofe,  they  have  much  to 
hope;  they  are  removed  from  temptation  ;  and  with 
the  neceffaries  of  life  they  are  provided,  until  fuch  time 
as  they  (hall  prove  that  they  are  deferving  of  further 
favour ;  when  no  encour^ement  is  withheld  that  can 
contribute  to  their  prefent  comfort,  or  confirm  them  in 
the  path  of  rectitude.      They  are  pointed  out  as  exam-^ 
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pies  for  others ;  in  the  lapfe  of  time  their  former  degra- 
dation is  forgotten,  and  they  become  refpe<aable  mem- 
bers of  fociety.  Alas  I  how  deeply  does  the  abridger  of 
the  prtfent  narrative  regret  that  fo  very  few  inftances 
have  occurred  of  this  return  to  peace,  to  honour ;  to  the 
praife  of  man,  or  the  pardon  of  their  offended  God  I 

MARIA  COLLINS. 
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SOUTH  WAXES.— CAPTAIN  PHILLIP  SAILS  ONWARD  IN  THE  SUPPLY.— 
JANUARY  4788. — THE  60UTH  CAPE  OF  KEW  HOLLAND  MADE.— THE 
SIRIUS  AND  HER  CONVOY  ANCHOR  IN  THB  HARBOUR  OF  BOTA^IY  BAY.->^ 
THE  GOVERNOR  PROCEEDS  TO  PORT  JAC&SON^  WHERE  IT  IS  DETER* 
MINED  TO  FIX  THE  SETTLEMENT.— TWO  FRENCH  SHIPS  UNDER  M.  DE  LA 
PEROUSE  ARRIVE  AT  BOTANY  BAY.— THE  SIRIUS  AND  CONVOY  ARRIVE  AT 

.    PORT  JACKSON. COMMISSION  AND  LETTERS    PATENT  READ. — ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  DIFFERENT  COURTS.— THE  SUPPLY  SENT  TO  NORFOLK  ISLAND. 
-TRAT^SACTIONS.-NATIVES,— WEATHER. 

JL  HE  Commiffioncrs  of  His  Majefty^s  navy,  toward  the  end  of 
>he  year  1786,  advertifed  for  a  certain  number  of  veflek  to  be 
taken  up  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  between  ievta  and  eight 

B  hundred 
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hundred  male  and  female  felons  to  Botany  Bay^  in  New  South 
Wales,  on  the  Eaftern  Goaft  of  New  Holland  ;.  whither  it  had  been? 
determined  by  government  to  tranfport  them,  after  having  fought 
in  vain  upon  the  African  coaft  for  a  fituation  poffeffing  the  requi- 
fires  for  the  eftabli(hment  of  a  colony. 

Six  tranfports  and  three  ftore-{hip»*  were  accordingly  engaged  to^ 
convey  the  perfons  defigned  to  form-  the  new  fettlement,  with  the 
ftores  and  provifions  neceflary  for  their  ufe  and  confuraption.  Of  the 
latter,  fufficient  for  two  years  were  put  on  board  j  and  among  the 
former,  were  tools,  implements  of  agriculture,  and  fuch  other  ar- 
ticles as  were  confidered  neceflary  to  a  colonial  eftablifliment. 

The  government  of  the  colony  waa  intrufled  by  His  Majefty  to  Ar- 
thur Phillip,  Efq.  a  poft-captain  in  the  fervice,  who  hoifted  his  pen* 
dant  on  board  the  Sirius,  a  fliip  which  mounted  only  twenty  guns,. 
but  which  from  the  ftrength  of  her  conftruftion  (having  been  built 
for  the  Eaft-India  Company's  fervice)  was  judged  to  be  well  calcu** 
lated  for  fuch  an  expedition. 

Aflbciated  with  her  in  the  fervice  of  the  colony,  was  the  Supply 
brig,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Henry  Lidg- 
bird  Ball ;  and  it  being  thought  neceflary  to  appoint  another  captain 
to  the  Sirius,  who  ihould  command  her  on  any  fervice  in  which  fiie 
might  be  employed  for  the  colony,  while  Captain  Phillip  fliiould  be 
engaged  in  his  government,  an  order  was  figned  by  His  Majefty  in 
council,  directing  the  Admiralty  Board  to  appoint  John  Hunter,  Efq. 
then  a  commander  in  the  navy,  to  be  fecond  captain  of  the  Sirius, 
with  the  rank  of  poft.    . 

Diflributed  among  the  tranfports,  and  in  the  Sirius,  was  a  body  of 
160  marines,  with  fuch  a  number  of  commiflioned  and  non-commif- 
fioned  oflBcers  as  the  fervice  for  which  this  corps  was  felefted  required -f-. 

*  The  Alexander,  Scafborough,  Cliarlottc,  Lady  Pcnrlyn,  Prince  of  Wale5#  and  Frfend- 
ftjp,  tranfports  i  the  Filhburn,  Borrowdale,  and  Golden  Grove,  ftore-Hiips. 

f  One  fl»jor  commandant,  4  captains,  la  Keutcnants,  la  feijeaots,  13  corporak,  Sdmmmcrs, 
•ad  1(0  privately  with  an  adjoUM  Hud  qinrter-maficr. 

The 
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The  convlAs/for  whofe  difpofal  this  fpecnlation  was  undertaken,  6on- 
•fifted  of  565  men  and  192  women;  and  every  neceflary  arrangemetit 
liaving  been  made  by  the  naval  and  military  commanders,  whick 
feemed  beft  calculated  to  enfure  a  fortunate  termination  to  the  voyage, 
on  Sunday,  the  13th  of  May  1787,  the  little  fleet,  which  had  pre- 
vioufly  cdlefted  at  the  Mother  Bank,  failed  with  a  leading  wind 
through  the  Needle  Paffage,  accompanied  by  the  honourable  Gaptaiti 
De  Courcy,in  the  Hy^na  frigate. 

As  this  fliip  was  to  proceed  with  the  fleet  only  to  a  certain  latitude, 
flie  foon  quitted  it,  and  this  band  of  adventurers  were  left  to  purfue 
iheir  way  to  the  ifland  of  TeneriflTe,  which  port  they  fliortlyafber 
reached.  The  fliips  were  immediately  moored,  the  matters  taking  the 
precaution  of  buoying  their  cables  with  empty  caffcs,  to  prevent  tbeiir 
being  injured  by  rocks  or  foul  ground ;  an  inconvenience  which  had 
l)een  frequently  experienced  by  navigators  in  this  road. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Branceforte,  the  governor  of  the 
ifland,  politely  offering  Captain  Phillip  whatever  afftftance  he  might 
need,  and  that  was  in  hi^  power  to  furnifh,  the  provifioning  and  wa* 
tering  of  the  fleet  was  fooa  completed,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  it 
again  put  to  fea. 

Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  their  ftay  here,  except  the  de- 
fertion  of  John  Powers,  one  of  the  convifts,  who  was  however,  by  the 
aftivity  of  the  mafl:er  of  the  tranfport  in  which  he  had  embarked  (a 
penalty  of  forty  pounds  being  thc'forfeiture  on  his  entire  efcape)  a&d 
a  party  of  marines,  foon  recovered,  and  fcnt  on  board  his  Ihip,  with 
^Jiredions  for  his  being  heavily  ironed. 

While  light  airs  detained  the  fleet  between  the  Iflands  of  Teneriflfe 
and  the  Grand  Canary,  they  had  a  fine  view  of  the  celebrated  Peak  of 
TeneriflTe,  lifting  its  venerable  and  majeftic  head  above  the  neighbour^ 
ing  hills,  many  of  which  were  of  confiderable  height,  and  perhaps 
rather  diminifhed  the  grandeur  of  the  Peak  itfelf,the  altitude  of  which 
was  underftood  to  be  15,396  feet,  only  148  yards  fliort  of  three 

miles. 
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The  pai&ge  of  the  fleet  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  performed  without 
rany  material  accident  in  eight-  weeks,  and  had  fortunately  been  un»- 
^attended  with  an^y  difeafe,  the  Surgeon-reporting  that  they,  had  brought 
iaoojy  95,  fick^jiomprehending  every  defcription  of  perfons  in  the  fleet. 
Many,  however,  of  this  number  were  bending  only  under  the  preflure 
of  age  and:  attendant  infirmities,  having  no  other  complaints  among 
.ihem.. 

Duiing  their  flay  in  this  port,  which  was  about  a  month,  the  com- 
vi£|s  were  each  ferved  daily  with*  a  pound  of  rice,  and  a  pound  and  an^ 
half  o£  freflir  meat  (beef),  together  with  a  fuitaUe  proportion  of  vege- 
tables. Gireat  numbers  of  oranges  (a  fruk  with^  which  the  place 
abounded)  were  at  different  times  diftributed  anK)ng  them.;  and  every 
poffible  care  was. taken  to  reffe{h>an<i  put  them  into- a  ftate  of  health 
and  condition  to  refill  the  attacks:  of  the  feurvy,  (bould  it  make  it$ 
appearance  in  the  long  paiTage  over  the  ocean  which  was  yet  between 
them  and  New  South  Wales.  Their  morals*  had  been  alfo  attended  to 
by  the  reverend  Mr.  Johnfon,  thechaplain>of  the  colony,  .who  p$rr 
formed  divine  fervice  on  board  of.  two.  of  the  tranfports  every  Suru* 
day  while  they  remainedihere.. 

The  next  and  laft  port  of  refrelhment  at  which  the  fleet  was  to  ftog, 
was.  the  Cape  of  Giood:  Hope*  Thither  it  bent  its  courfe,  on  quitting 
Rio, de  Janeiro;  and  in  the  fli-ort  fpace  of  five  week^and  four  day^ 
croffed  over  from  one  continent  to  the  other,  a  dillance  of  upwards  of 
eleven  hundred  leagues,  fortunately  without  feparation,.  or  any  acci* 
dent  having  happened^ 

Here  it  was  intended  to  lay  in  fuch  articles  of  ftores  and  provifions 
as  had.  not  been  purchafed  in  England;  under  the  idea  that^  from  their 
being  a  lefs  time  at  fea,  they  would  arrive  in  higher  prefer vation 
than  they  would  have  done  had- they  been  put  on  board  in  the  river* 

With  a  requifition  made  by  Gaptaiiv  Phillip,  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
flour  and  corn,  the  governor,  M*  Van  de  Graaf,  exprefled  his  appre.- 
henfions  of  being  unable  to  comply,  as.  the  Cape  had, been  lately  vi* 
fited  by  that  \^orft  of  fcourges,  a  famine,  which  had  beea  moil  fcverely 

felt 
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felt  by  every  family  ia  the  town,  his  oWn  not  excepted.  Captain  Phil-* 
lip's^requeft  was,  however^laid  before  the  council,  without  whofe  con-- 
cucrence  in  fuch  a  bufiaefs  the  governor  could  not  siGti  ^^d  in  a  few 
days  he  was  informed,  that  every  article  which*  he  had  demanded  was* 
ordered  to  be  furnifhed*. 

So  foon  as  the  tranfports  were  properly  prepared  for  their  reception^ 
^e  dock  intended  for  the  colony  was  embarked ;  viz.  i  bull,  i  bull- 
oalf,  7  cows,  I  flallion,  3  mares,  and  3  colts;,  together  with  as  great  a 
number  of  rams,  ewes,  goats,^  boars,  andbreedingfows,  as  room  could: 
be  provided  for. 

As  it  was  earneftly  wi(hed  to  introduce  the  fruits,  of  the  Gape  into 
the  new  fettlement,  Captain  Phillip  was  ably  aflifted.in  his  endeavours 
to  procure  the  rareft  and  the  bed  of  every  fpedes,  both  in  plant  and' 
ieed)  by  Mr.  Mafon^  the  King's  Botanift,,  as  well  as  by  Colonel :Gor- 
dbn,  at  that  time  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  at  the  Cape; 
a  gentleman,  whofe  third  for  knowledge  amply  qualified  him  to  be  of. 
fervice  to  the  colonics,  not  only  in  procuring  a  great  variety  of  the 
bed  feeds- and  plants,  but  in  pointing  out  the  culture,  the  foil,  and  the 
proper  time  of  introducing  them  into  the  ground*. 

The  following  plants  and  feeds  were  procured  at  the  Cape,  and  at 
Rib  de  Janeiro* 

At  Rio  de  J^meiro. 

Coffee,— both  feed  and  plant.  / 

Cocoa, — in  the  nut. 

Cotton, — feedt- 

B&nana, — plant. 

Oranges, — various  forts,  both  feed  andipUntt. 

Lemony — feed  and  plants. 

Guavaj — feed. 

Tamarind.    . 

^  It  is  with  regtct  the  author  is  oUiged  to  dole  this  mention  of  fucBra  valuable  man,  by  dating . 
that  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  party  which  prevailed  at  the  time  when  theEngUfli  forces  tooL  pof« 
(USonoftheCapc. 

Prickly 
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Prickly  pear^— plant  with  the  cochineal  on  it. 

Eugenia,  or  pomme-rofe, — ^a   plant  bearing  a  fruit  in  Ihape 

like  an  apple,  and  having  the  flavour  and  odour  of  a  roie. 
Ipecacuanha,-~three  forts. 
Jalap. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  fig  tree, 
fiamboo. 
Spanifh  reed. 
£ugar  cane. 
Vines,  of  various  forts. 
-Quince. 
Apple. 
Pear. 

Strawberry. 
Oak. 
Myrtle. 
During  the  ftay  of  the  fleet  at  the  Cape,  Captain  Hunter  deter- 
mined  the  longitude  of  the  Cape-Town  in  Table-Bay  to  be,  by  the 
mean  of.  feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfervations  taken  on  board  the  Sirius, 
18^  23'  5^"  Eaft  from  Greenwich. 

Having  remained  in  this  laft  port  of  refrefliment  juft  four  weeks, 
and  every  thing  being  arranged  for  its  departure,  the  fleet  proceeded 
with  a  fair  wind  towards  New  South  Wales,  the  place  of  its  final 
deftination. 

It  was  natural  for  the  thinking  part  of  thecolonifts  to  indulge  at  this 
moment  a  melancholy  refledion  which  obtruded  itfelf  upon  the  mind. 
The  land  behind  them  was  the  abode  ofax:iviIi2ed  people ;  that  before 
them  was  the  refidence  of  favages  :  when,  if  ever,  they  might  again  en- 
joy the  commerce  of  the  world,  was  very  uncertain.  The  refrefliments 
and  plcafures  of  which  they  had  fo  liberally  partaken  at  the  Cape,  were 
*o  be  exchanged  for  coarfe  fare  and  hard  labour  at  New  South  Wales. 
All  communication  with  families  and  friends  now  cut  off,  they  were 

S  leaving 
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leaving  th^  world  behind  them^  to  enter  on  a  ftate  unknown^;  and^  a$ 
if  it  had  been  .  neceflfary  to  imprint  this  idea  more  flrongly  on  their 
minds^  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  they  failed^ 
they  fpoke  a  fhip  from  London^.  The  metropolis  of  their  native 
country,  its  pleafures,  its  wealth  and  its  confequence,  thus  accidenially 
prefented  to  the  mind^  failed  not  to  afford  a  mod  ftriking  contrail  with 
the  objeft  then  principally  in  their  view. 

For  feveral  days  after  they  had  failed,  the  wind  was  unfavourable, 
and  blowing  frefli  with  much  fea,  fome  time  el apfed  before  they  had 
reached  to  the  Eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  This  having  at 
length  accompliihed,  Captain  Phillip,  embarking  in  the  Supply,  pro* 
ceeded  forward,  accompanied  by  the  Scarborough,  Alexander,  and 
Friendftip  tranfports^  On  board  of  thefe  three  (hips  was  the  greater 
part  of  the  male  convidls^  whom  Captain  Phillip  had  fanguine  hopes 
of  employing  to  much  advantage,  before  the  Sirius,  with  that  part 
of  the  fleet  which  was  to  remain  under  Captain  Hunter's  direSion, 
£hould  arrive  upon  the  coaft.  He  was  alfo  attended  by  Major  Rofs^ 
the  commandant  of  the  marine  detachment  (and  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  fcttlement),  together  with  the  adjutant  and  quarter-mafter,  in 
order  10  co-operate  with  him  in  bis  intention  of  preparing,  as  far  as 
time  might  allow,  for  the  reception  of  the  reft  of  the  convoy.  But 
when  the  Sirius  anchored  in  Botany-Bay,  Captain  Hunter  was  in- 
formed that  the  Supply  had  preceded  him  in  his  arrival  only  two  days; 
and  the  three  tranfports^  under  the  agent.  Lieutenant  Shortland,  had 
gained  but  one  day  of  the  Sirius  and  her  convoy,  moft  of  which  be- 
gan to  grow  foul  long  before  their  arrival,  not  one  of  them  being 
coppered. 

Thus,  under  the  bleffing  of  God,  was  happily  completed  in  eight 
ZDcxnths  and  one  week  (the  whole  fleet  being  fafe  at  anchor  on  the  aoth 
of  January  1788)  a  voyage  which,  before  it  was  undertaken,  the  mind 
hardly  dared  venture  to  contemplate,  and  on  which  it  was  impoflible 
to  reflect  without  fome  apprebenfion  as  to  its  termination..    la  the 

•  The  Kent,  Soutkcm  Whaler. 

'  ■  ccurfc 
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«ourfc  of  that  time  they  had  failed  five  thoufand  and  twenty-one 
leagues ;  had  touched  at  the  American  and  African  continents ;  and 
had  at  laft  refted  within  a  few  days  fail  of  the  Antipodes  of  their 
native  country,  without  meeting  any  accident  in  a  fleet  of  eleven 
fail,  nine  of  which  were  merchantmen  that  had  never  before  failed  in 
that  diftanc  and  imperfefllly  explored  ocean ;  and  when  it  was  confi- 
dered  that  there  was  on  board  a  large  body  of  convids,  many  of  whom 
were  embarked  in  a  very  fickly  date,  they  might  be  deemed  pccu- 
Kariy  fortunate,  that  of  the  whcrle  number  of  ail  defcriptions  of  per- 
iods coming  to  form  the  new  fettlement,  orily  thirty-two  had  died 
fmce  their  leaving  England,  among  whom  were  to  be  included  one  ot 
two  deaths  by  accident ;  although  previous  to  their  departure,  it  had 
.been  eonjedtured^  that  before  they  Ihould  have  been  a  month  at  fea, 
one  offhetranfports  would  have  been  converted  into  an  hofpital  (hip. 
fortunately,  however,  it  happened  otherwife.  Their  provifions  were 
excellent,  and  they  had  all  partalcen  liberally  of  refrelhments  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  governor  had  employed  the  fliort  time  which  he  had  gained^ 
In  examining  the  bay ;  but  on  their  arrival  he  had  not  feen  any  fpot 
to  which  fome  flrong  olyedllon  did  not  apply.  If  in  one  place  he  met 
with  a  promifing  foil,  it  was  deficient  in  that  grand  effential,  frefti  wa- 
ter, and  was  befides  too  confined  for  their  numbers.  He  therefore 
determined  on  examining  the  adjacent  harboitrs  of  Port  Jackfon  and 
JBroken  Bay  ;  and  for  tliat  purpofe  fet  off  the  day  following  the  arri- 
val of  the  Sirius  and  her  convoy,  in  three  open  boats  accompanied  by 
fome  of  the  officers  of  the  feltlement. 

The  coaft  as  he  drew  near  Port  Jackfon  wore  a  moft  unpromifing 
appearance,  and  the  natives  every  where  greeted  the  little  fleet  with 
Ihouts  of  Uefiance  and  prohibition,  the  words  *^  Warra  warra,"  Go 
away,  go  away,  refounding  wherever  they  appeared.  The  govern- 
or'^s  utmoft  expedtatiop,  as  he  drew  near  the  harbour,  being  to  find 
what  Captain  Cook,  as  he  pafled  it  hy,  thought  might  be  found,  fhel- 
$er  for  a  boat ;  he  was  moit  aj^reeably  furptifed  at  difcoverlng,  on  his 

£ntraac<^ 
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entrance,  a  harbour  capable  of  afFordmg  fecurity  for  a  much  larger 
fleet  thao  would  probably  ever  feek  flicker  or  fecurity  within  its  li- 
mits. 

In  one  of  the  coves  of  this  noble  and  capacious  harbour,  he  deter- 
mined  to  fix  the  future  feat  of  his  government,  it  having  been  found 
to  poifefs  a  fufliciency  of  water  and  foil.  Having  completed  his  re- 
fearch  in  three  days,  he  returned  to  Botany  Bay,  and  gave  direSions 
for  an  immediate  removal  thence  ;  a  circumllance  which  gave  general 
fatisfadlion,  as  nothing  had  been  difcorered  in  .that  place  which  could 
excite  a  wifli  to  pafs  another  day  in  it.  This  removal  would  have 
taken  place  the  morning  following  his  return ;  but  at  day-light  they 
were  furprifed  by  the  appearance  of  two  ftrange  fail  in  the  ofiing. 
Various  were  the  conjedures  of  what  nation  thefe  could  be,  and 
whence  they  haid  arrived.  It  was  foon  known,  however,  that  they  were 
two  French  (hips,  Le  Bouflole  and  L'Aftrolabe,  under  the  command 
of  M.  dc  la  Peroufe,  then  on  a  voyage  of  difcovery. 

As  Captain  Hunter,  with  whom  the  Governor  had  left  the  charge 
of  bringing  the  Sirius  and  tranfports  round  to  Port  Jackfon  (whither 
he  had  preceded  them  in  the  Supply),  was  working  out  when  M.  dc 
la  Peroufe  entered  Botany  Bay,  the  two  commanders  had  barely  time 
to  exchange  civilities  ;  and  it  mufl:  naturally  have  created  fome  fur- 
prize  in  the  French  to  find  the  £ngli(h  fleet  abandoning  the  harbour 
at  the  very  time  when  they  were  preparing  to  anchor  in  it :  indeed, 
M.  de  la  Peroufe  afterwards  faid,  that  *^  until  he  had  looked  round 
him  in  Botany  Bay,  he  could  not  divine  the  caufe  of  their  quitting 
it ;  having  expeded,  from  the  intelligence  given  him  at  Kamfchatkai 
to  have  found  a  town  built  and  a  market  eftabliflied ;  but  by  what  he 
had  already  feen  of  the  country  he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
and  abfolute  neceflity  of  the  meafure.  The  countryftien  of  Captain 
Cook  had  the  gratification  of  hearing  this  gentleman  pay  more  than 
one  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the  accuracy  of  his  nautical  obfervations. 

Governor  Phillip,  with  a  party  of  marines  and  fome  artificers,  ar- 
rived in  Port  Jackfon^  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Cove  in- 
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tended  for  the  fettlcmcnt,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  following  day,  fufficient  ground  was  cleared  for  encamp- 
ing the  officer's  guard,  and  the  convids  who  had  landed  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  fpot  chofen  for  this  purpofe  was  at  the  head  of  the  Cove 
near  a  run  of  frefh  water,  which  ftole  filentljr  through  a  very  thick 
wood,  the  itillxieis  of  which  had  then,  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  cre« 
ation,  been  interrupted  by  the  rude  found  of  the  bbourer's  axe^  and 
the  downfall  of  its  ancient  inhabitants : — a  ftiilnefe  and  tranquillity 
which,  from  that  day,  were  to  give  place  to  the  noife  of  labour,  the 
confudon  of  camps  and  towns,  and  the  bufy  hum  of  its  new  pof- 
CcSon,     That  the  greater  part  of  thefe  did  not  bring  with  them 

*'  MiBtk  not  to  be  changed  bj  tioMior  place,*' 

was  fervently  to  have  been  wiOied  ;  and,  if  it  were  poffible,  that  on 
taidng  pofleflion  of  Nature,  as  they  had  thus  done,  in  her  fimpleft, 
poreft  garb,  they  might  not  Ailly  that  purity  by  the  introdu6lion  of 
vice.  But  this,  though  moft  defirable,  was  little  to  be  expe^ed  i^^ 
the  habits  of  youth  are  not  eafily  kid  afide  ;  and  the  utmoft  that  they 
could  hppe  in  their  preient  fituation  was,  to  oppofe  the  foft  harmo« 
aifing  arts  of  peace  and  civiiifation  to  the  baneful  influence  of  vice 
Mid  immorality. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  whole  of  the  piarty  then  pre(ent  were 
aflemUed  at  the  point  where  they  had  firft  landed  in  the  mornings 
and  on  which  a  flag<4hiff  had  been  purpofeiy  erected,  and  an  union 
jack  difplayed ;  when  the  marines  fired  feveral  voUies;  between  which 
the  healths  of  His  Majedy  and  the  Royal  Family,  with  fuccefs  to  the 
new  colony,  were  moft  cordially  drunk.  The  day,  which  had  beeiib 
extremely  fine,  concluded  with  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  Sinus  and  the 
eonvoy  from  Botany  Bay, — thus  terminating  the  voyage  with  the  fame 
good  fortune  which  had  from  its  commencement  beenfoconfpicuoufly 
their  friend  and  companion. 

The  difembarkation  of  the  tro(^s  and  conviSs  took  place  from  the- 
following  day^  nntil  the  whole  were  landed.  The  confufion  that  en«^ 
/bed  will  oat  be  wondered  at^  when  it  is  confidered,  that  every  man. 

fiepped. 
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ftepped  from  the  boat  literally  ioto  a  wood.  Parties  of  people  were 
every  where  heard  and  fcen  vafioufly  employed  j  fomc  in  cleariog 
ground  for  the  different  encampments ;  others  in  pitching  tents,  or 
bringing  up  fuch  (lores  as  were  more  immediately  wanted  $  and  the 
fpot  which  had  fo  lately  been  the  abode  of  filence  and  tranquillity  was 
now  changed  to  that  of  noife^  clamour,  and  confufion :  b«it  after  a 
time,  order  gradually  prevailed  As  the  woods  were  opened  and  the 
ground  cleared,  the  various  encampments  were  extended,  and  all  wore 
the  appearance  of  regularity  and  decorum« 

A  portable  canvas-houfe,  brought  over  for  the  Governor,  was  ere£ked 
on  the  £aft  fide  of  the  Ck)ve  (which  was  named  Sydney),  where  a 
fmall  body  of  convtds  were  put  under  tents.  The  detachment  of  ma«< 
rines  was  encamped  a£  the  bead  of  the  Cove  near  the  ftr earn ;  and  on  the 
Weft  fide  was  placed  the  main  body  of  the  convtds^  Every  perfotx 
belonging  to  the  fettlement  beii^  landed^  the  numbers  amounted  to 
1030  perfons.  The  tents  for  the  fick  were  placed  on  the  Weft  fide  ; 
and  it  was  obferved,  with  concero^  that  their  numbers  were  faft  in« 
creafing.  The  fcurvy^  that  had  not  appeared  during  the  paftage^  now 
broke  out ;  which,  aided  by  a  dyfentery,  began  to  fill  the  hor{Htal,  and 
ieveral  died.  .la  addition  to  the  medkines  that  were  adnviniftered^ 
every  fpecies  of  efculent  plants  that  could  be  found  in  the  country 
were  procured  f(Mr  them :  wild  celery^  fpinach,  and  parfley,  fortu- 
nately grew  in  great  abundance :  thoPs  who  were  in  health,  as  well 
as  the  ficky  were  very  glad  to  introduce  them  into  their  meffes,  and 
iound  them  a  pleaCint  as  well  as  wbolefome  addition  to  the  ration  of 
iak  pravifion& 

llie  public  ftock,  confifting  of  one  bull,  four  cows,  one  bull-calf,  one 
ftallion,  three  mares^  and  three  colts,  was  removed  to  a  fpot  at  the  head 
of  the  adjoining  Cove,  which  was  cleared  for  a  fmall  farm,  intended  to 
be  placed  under  the  direftion  of  a  perfon  brought  out  by  the  Governor. 

Some  ground  having  been  prepared  near  His  Excellency's  houfe  on 
the  £aft  fide,  the  plants  from  Rio*de* Janeiro  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  were  iis^ely  brought  cm  Ihore;  and  the  new  fettlets  foon  had 
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the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  the  grape,  the  fig,  the  orange,  the  pear,  and 
the  apple,  thofe  delicious  fruits  of  the  Oid,  taking  root  and  eftabJifh- 
Mig  theaifelves  in  their  New  World. 

As  foon  as  the  hurry  and  tumttlt  necefiarily  attending  the  difem-> 
barkation  had  a  little  fubfided,  the  Governor  canfed  His  Majefty's  com- 
miflton,  appointing  him  to  be  his  capuin-generat  and  governor  in 
chief  in  and  over  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  depca* 
dencies,  to  be  publicly  read,  together  with  the  letters-patent  for  efta- 
blifliing  the  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  judicature  in  the  territory. 
The  ceremony  of  reading  thefe  public  inflruments  having  been  per- 
formed by  the  judge-advocate,  the  Governor,  addreffing  the  convia*, 
affured  them,  among  other  things,  that  "  he  fhould  ever  be  ready  to 
fliew  approbation  and  encouragement  to  thofe  who  proved  tbemfelvea 
worthy  of  them  hy  good  conduA ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  fuch  as 
were  determined  to>  aOi  in  oppofition  to  propriety,  would'  inevitably 
meet  with  the  punifliment  that  they  defervedJ'  He  remarked  how 
much  it  was  their  intereft  to  forget  fche  habits  of  vice  and  in- 
dolence in  which  too  many  of  them<  had  hitherto  lived ;  and  exhorted 
»hem  to  be  honeft  among  themfelves,  obedient  to  their  overfeers 
and  attentive  to  the  feveral  works  in  which-  they  were  about  to  be 
emplioyed. 

The  convifts  had  been  muttered  earty  in  the  morning,  when  nine 
were  reported  to  be  abfent.  From  the  fituation  which  had  been  un- 
avoidably adopted,  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  thefe  people  from^ 
ftraggling.  Fearlefs  of  the  danger  which  muft  attend  them,  many^ 
had  vifited  the  French  fhips  In  Botany  Bay,  foliciting  to  be  takei^ 
on  board.  It  waa  foon  found,  that  they  had  fecreted  at  leaft  one- 
third  of  their  -working-tools,  and  that  aay  fort  of  labour  was  with- 
difficulty  procured  from  them. 

The  want  of  proper  overfeers  prineipaDy  contributed  t©  this  mif*~ 
condudt ;  thofe  who  were  placed  over  them  as  fuch  having  been 
fcledf d  from  among  themfelves  for  their  good'  behaviour  during- 
the  voyage*  and  few  of  them  choofujg  to  exert  the  authority  re- 

quifitc; 


1788.]  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES-  ij 

quiiite  to  keep  the  p:angs  at  their  labour.  Petty  thefts  among  them— 
fetves  began  to  be  complained  of;  and  the  failors  from  the  tranfports^ 
although  repeatedly  forbidden,  and  trequenily  puoiihed^  ftill  perfifted: 
in  bringing  fpirits  on  (hore  by  nighty  of  which  drunkennefs  was  ofteiD 
the  confequence. 

To  check  thefe  enormities,  the  court  of  criminal  judicature  was  af- 
iembled  on  the  1  ith  of  February  j  when  three  prifoners  were  tried,  one^ 
of  whom  received  one  hundred  and  fifty  lafhes,  and  a  fecond  ^as  con-* 
fined  for  a  week  upon  a  fmall  rocky  ifland  on  bread  and  water, 

TTie  mildnefs  of  thefe  punifliments  feemed  rather  to  have  encou- 
raged than  deterred  others  ;  for  before  the  month  was  ended,  the  cri- 
minal court  was  again  affembled  for  the  trial  of  four  offenders,  who^ 
had  conceived  and  executed  a  plan  for  robbing  the  public  ftore*    This 
crime,  in  its  tendency  to  pregnant  with  evil  to  the  little  community^ 
was  rendered  ftill  more  atrocious  by  being  perpetrated  at  the  very- 
time  w'len  the  difference  in  the  ration  of  provifions  which  had  till> 
^en  exifted  was  taken  off,  and  the  conviA  faw  the  fame  proportiont 
iffued  to  himfelf  that  was  ferved  to  the  officer  and  the  foldier,  fpirits^^ 
only  excepted :   but  it  was  feen  with  concern,  that  there  were  among, 
them  minds  fo  habitually  vicious  that  no  corifideration  was  of  any: 
weight  with  them,  nor  could  they  be  induced  to  do  right  by  any  pro- 
fped  of  future  benefit,  or  fear  of  certain  or  immediate  punifhment*. 
The  charge  being  fully  proved,  one  man,  James  Barrell,  fuffered  death.. 
His  Excellency  (in  whom  the  power  of  pardoning  was  vefted  by  His- 
Majefty's  commiffion),  having  caufed  one  example  to  be  made,  ex- 
tended lenity  to  fome  others  who  were  tried  the  following  day. 

It  appeared  by  the  letters -patent  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,, that  His  Majefty  had  author ifed,  by  his  commiffion  under  the- 
great  feal^  "  the  Governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  lieutenant-governor^. 
to  coavene  from  time  to  time,  as  occafion  might  require^  a  court  of 
criminal  juriidi£tion  ;  which  court  was  to  be  a  court  of  record,  and  to 
confift  of  the  judge-advocate  and  fuch  fix  officers  of  the  fea  and  landi 
fervice  as  the  Governor  ihall,.  by  precept  iffued  under  his  hand  audi 

feal,. 
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feal,  require  to  aflcmblc  for  that  pui-pofe."  This  court  has  power  to 
inquire  of,  hear^  determine,  and  punifh  si\  treafons,  mifprifions  of 
treafon,  murders,  felonies,  forgeries,  perjuries,  trefpaffes,  and  other 
crimes  whatfoever,  that  may  be  committed  in  the  colony  ;  the  puni(h« 
ment  for  fuch  offences  to  be  inflidled  according  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land as  nearly  as  may  be,  confidering  and  allowing  for  the  circum- 
ftances  and  Atuation  of  the  fettlement  and  its  inhabhants.  The  charge 
againft  any  ofiender  to  be  reduced  into  writing,  and  exhibited  by  the 
judge- advocate  :  witneffes  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and  the  ma^or 
part  of  the  court  to  adjudge  whether  or  not  the  prifoner  be  guilty.  If 
guilty,  and  the  oflfence  be  capital,  they  are  to  pronounce  judgment  of 
death,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  prifoner  had  been,  convidked  by  the 
Yer di<ft  of  a  jury  in  England,  or  of  fuch  corporal  paiufhrnent  as  the 
major  part  of  the  court  (hall  deem  meet  And  m  cafes  not  capital, 
they  are  to  adjudge  fuch  corporal  punifhment  as  the  majority  of  the 
court  fhall  determine.  But  no  offenrder  is  to  fu&r  death,  unleia  five 
members  of  the  court  (hall  concur  in  adjudging  him  to.be  guilty,  or 
until  the  King's  pleafure  be  fignified  thereupon.  The  prcyTofi-auiff- 
fhaHs  to  caufe  the  judgment  of  the  court  to  be  executed  according  to 
the  Governor's  warrant  under  bis  hand  and  feaL 

Befide  this  court  for  the  trial  oi  criminal  offenders,  there  is  a  civil 
court,  confiding  of  the  judge-advocate  and  two  inhabitants  of  the 
fettlement,  who  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor ;  which  court 
has  full  power  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  Aimmary  way  all  pleas  of 
lands,  houfes,  debts,  contracts,  and  alt  perfonal  pleas  whatfoever.. 
From  this  court,  on  either  party,  plaintiff  or  defendant,  findinghim- 
felf  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  or  decree,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  from  him,  where  the  debt  or  thing  in  demand  ftiall  ex- 
ceed the  value  of  300 1,  to  the  King  in  council;  but  thefc  appeab 
muft  be  put  in,  if  from  the  civil  court,  within  eight  days,  and  if 
from  the  Governor  or  fuperior  court,  within  fourteen  days  after 
pronouncing  the  faid  judgments* 

To 
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To  this  court  is  likewife  given  authority  to  grant  probates  of  wills 
and  admifliflration  oi  the  perfoaal  eftates  of  inteftates  dying  within  the 
fettlement. 

In  addition  to  thefe  courts  for  the  trial  of  crimes,  the  Governor,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  the  judge*advocate  for  the  time  being,  are 
by  His  Majefty's  letters-patent  conftituted  juftices  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  peace  of  the  fettlement,  with  the  fame  power  that  juftices  o£ 
the  peace  have  in  England  within  their  refpedive  jurifdidions. 

There  is  alfo  a  vice-admiralty  court  for  the  trial  of  oS^noes  com-* 
mitted  upon  the  high  feas,  of  vdiich  the  lieutenant-governor  is  con* 
fiituted  The  Governor  has,  befide  that  of  captain-general,  a  com* 
mifiion  conflituting  him  vice-admiral  of  the  territory ;  and  another 
veiling  him  with  authority  to  hold  general  courts-martial,  and  to  con-^ 
firm  or  fet  afide  the  fentence*  The  major-commandant  of  the  dc-*^ 
tachment  had  the  ufual  power  of  aflembling  regimental  or  battalion 
courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  by  the  foldiers  under 
his  command. 

By  this  account  of  the  different  modes  of  adminiftering  and  ob- 
taining juftice  which  the  legiflature  had  provided  for  this  fettlement,  it- 
16  evident  that  great  care  had  been  taken,  on  their  fetting  out,  to  fur- 
nifh  them  with  a  liable  foundation  whereon  to  ered  their  little  co« 
lony ;  a  foundation  which  was  eflablifhed  in  the  puniihment  of  vice,, 
the  fecurity  of  property,  smd  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  or- 
der in  the  community* 

The  Governor  having  alfo  received  inflrudkions  to  eftablifh  a  fettle- 
ment at  Norfolk  Ifland,  the  Supply  failed  for  that  place  about  the 
middle  of  February,  having  on  board  Lieutenant  King  of  the  Si- 
nus, named  by  Captain  Phillip  fuperintendant  and  commandant  of 
die  fettlement  to  be  formed  there.  Lieutenant  King  took  with  him 
one  furgeon,  one  petty  office,  two  private  foldiers,  two  perfons  who- 
pretended  to. fome  knowledge  in  flax-dreflihg,  and  nine  male  and  fix. 
female  convids,  moftly  volunteers.  This  little  party  was  to  be  landed; 
with  tents,,  ciodiing  for  the  convids,  implements  of  fauihandry,, tools; 
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for  drefling  flax,  &c.  and  provifions  for  fix  months ;  before  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  it  was  defigned  to  fend  them  a  fre(h  fupply. 

Norfolk  Ifland  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  29^  South,  and  in  lon- 
gitude 168^  10'  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  and  was  fettled  with  a  view  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  flax  plant,  which  at  the  time  when  the  ifland 
was  difcovcred  by  Captain  Cook  was  found  growing  moft  luxuriantly 
where  he  landed ;  and  from  the  fpecimens  taken  to  England  of  the 
New  Zealand  flax  (of  which  fort  is  that  growing  at  Norfolk  Ifland), 
it  was  hoped  that  fomc  advantage  to  the  mother-country  might  be 
derived  from  cultivating  and  manufaduring  it. 

Houfes  for  the  reception  of  the  (lores  were  begun  as  foon  as  fuffi- 
cient  ground  was  cleared  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  it  was  found  moft  to 
the  a:dvantage  of  the  public  fervice  to  employ  the  convids  in  taflc- 
work,  allotting  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  to  be  cleared  by  a  cer- 
tain number  of  perfons  in  a  given  time,  and  allowing  them  to  employ 
what  time  they  might  gain,  till  called  on  again  for  public  fervice, 
in  bringing  in  materials  and  ere£ting  huts  for  themfelves.  But  thefe 
unfortunate  people  for  the  moft  part  preferred  pafling  in  idlenefs  the 
hours  that  might  have  been  fo  profitably  fpent,  ftraggling  into  the 
woods,  or  vifiting  the  French  (hips  in  Botany  Bay.  M.  de  Clonard, 
the  captain  of  the  Aftrolabe,  (who  brought  round  fome  difpatches  from 
M.  de  la  Peroufe,  which  that  officer  requefted  might  be  iforwarded  to 
the  French  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  London  by  the  firft  of  our 
tranfports  that  might  fail  from  thence  for  Europe,)  informed  the  Go- 
vernor,, that  they  had  been  daily  vifited  by  the  convi^s,  many  of 
whom  folicited  to  be  received  on  board  before  their  departure,  pro- 
mifing  (as  an  inducement)  to  be  accompanied  by  a  number  of  fe- 
males. M.  de  Clonard  at  the  fame  time  aflured  him,  that  the  general 
(as  he  was  termed  by  his  officers  and  people)  had  given  their  folici- 
tations  no  kind  of  countenance,  but  had  threatened  to  drive  them  away 
by  force. 

Among  the  buildings  that  were  early  ereded  was  an  obfervatory  on 
che  weftern  point  of  the  Cove,  to  receive  the  aftrondmical  inftru- 

ments 
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inents  which  had  been  fent  out  by  the  Board  of  Longitude,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obferving  the  comet  which  was  expeded  to  be  feen  about 
the  end  of  this  year.  The  conftruftion  of  this  building  was  placed 
tinder  the  direftion  of  Lieutenant  Dawes  of  the  marines,  who,  ha- 
ving made  this  branch  of  fcience  his  particular  ftudy,  was  appointed 
by  that  Board  to  make  aftronomical  obfervations  in  this  country. 

Governor  Phillip,  having  been  preffed  for  time  when  he  firft  vifited 
this  harbour,  had  not  thoroughly  examined  it.  The  completion  of 
that  neceflary  bufinefs  was  left  to  Captain  Hunter,  who,  with  the 
firft  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  early  in  the  month  of  February  made  an 
accurate  furvey.  It  was  found  to  be  far  more  extenfive  to  the  weft- 
ward  than  had  been  imagined ;  and  Captain  Hunter  defcribed  the 
country  as  wearing  a  much  more  favourable  afpe£t  toward  the  head, 
or  upper  part,  than  k  did  immediately  about  the  fettlement.  He  faw 
feveral  parties  of  the  natives,  and,  treating  them  conftantly  with  good 
humour,  they  always  left  him  with  friendly  impreffions. 

It  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  curiofity  of  thefe  people  would 
he  attraded  by  obferving,  that,  inftead  of  quitting,  their  vifitors  w«rc  , 
occupied  in  works  that  indicated  an  intention  of  remaining  in  their  . 
country ;  but  during  the  firft  fix  weeks,  only  two  came  near  them* 
Thefe  men  ftroUed  into  the  camp  one  evening,  and  remained  in  it 
for  about  half  an  hour.  They  appeared  to  admire  whatever  they  faw, 
and,  after  receiving  each  a  hatchet  (of  the  ufe  of  which  the  eldeft 
inftantly  and  curioufly  fhewed  his  knowledge,  by  turning  up  his  foot 
and  (harpening  a  piece  of  wood  on  the  fole  with  the  hatchet),  took 
their  leave,  apparently  well  pleafed  with  their  reception.  The  fifhing- 
boats  alfo  frequently  reported  their  having  been  vifited  by  many  of 
thefe  people  when  hauling  the  feine ;  at  which  labour  they  often  af- 
fifted  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  in  return  were  generally  rewarded  with 
part  of  the  fifh  taken. 

Every  precaution  was  ufed  to  guard  againft  a  breach  of  this  friendly 
and  defirable  intercourfe,  by  ftri£tly  prohibiting  every  perfon  from  de- 
priving them  of  their  fpears,  fizgigs,  gum,  or  other  articles,  which  it 
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was  foon  perceived  they  were  accuftomed  to  leave  under  the  rocks, 
or  loofe  and  fcattered  about  upon  the  beaches. 

There  was,  however,  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe  precautions 
were  firft  rendered  fruitlefs  by  the  ill  conduft  of  a  boat's  crew  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  tranfports,  who  had  attempted  to  land  in  one 
of  the  coves  at  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour,  but  were  prevented, 
and  driven  off  with  ftones  by  the  natives.  A  party  of  them,  con- 
fifting  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  perfons,  fome  time  after  landed  on  the 
ifland,  where  the  people  of  the  Sirius  were  preparing  a  garden,  and, 
with  much  artifice  watching  their  opportunity,  carried  off  a  (hovel,  a 
fpade,  and  a  pick-axe.  On  their  being  fired  at,  and  hit  on  the  leg« 
by  one  of  the  people  with  fmall  (hot,  the  pick-axe  was  dropped,  but. 
they  carried  off  the  other  tools. 

To  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe  muft  be  attributed  the  termi- 
nation of  that  good  underftanding  which  had  hitherto  fubfifted^. 
and  which  Governor  Phillip  laboured  to  improve  whenever  he 
had  an  opportunity.  But  it  might  have  been  forefeen  that  this 
would  unavoidably  happen:  the  convids  were  every  where  ftrag- 
gling  about,  coUeding  animals  and  gum  to  fell  to  the  people 
of  the  tranfports,  who  at  the  feme  time  were  procuring  fpears, 
ihields,  fwords,  fifhing-lines,  and  other  articles  from  the  natives, 
to  carry  to  Europe ;  the  lofs  of  which  muft  have  been  attended 
with  many  inconveniences  to  the  owners,  as  it  was  foon  evident  that 
they  were  the  only  means  whereby  they  obtained  or  could  procure 
their  daily  fubfiftence  j  and  although  fome  of  thefe  people  had  been 
punilhed  for  purchafing  articles  of  the  convids,  the  pradice  was  car- 
ried on  fecretly,  and  attended  with  all  the  bad  effeds  that  were  to  be 
expeded  from  it.  The  Governor  had  alfo  the  mortification  to  learn, 
that  M.  de  la  Peroufe  had  been  compelled  to  fire  upon  the  natives  at 
Botany  Bay,  where  they  frequently  annoyed  his  people  who  were  em- 
ployed on  fhore.  This  circumftance -materially  afFeded  the  new  inha- 
bitants, as  thofe  who  had  rendered  this  violence  neceffary  could  not 
difcriminate  between  the  two  nations.     The  Englifli  were,  however, 
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perfedly  convinced  that  nothing  (hort  of  the  greateft  ncceffity  could 
have  induced  M.  de  la  Peroufe  to  take  fuch  a  (lep ;  as  he  had 
been  heard  to  declare,  that  it  w^as  among  the  particular  inftruiflions 
v^hich  he  received  from  his  fovereign,  to  endeavour  by  every  poiTible 
means  to  acquire  and  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  natives  of  fuch 
places  as  he  might  difcover  or  vifit,  and  to  avoid  exercifing  any  a£l  of 
hoftility  upon  them.  In  obedience  to  this  humane  command,  there 
was  no  doubt  but  he  forbore  ufmg  force  until  forbearance  would  have 
been  dangerous ;  and  he  had  been  taught  a  leiTon  at  Maouna,  one  of 
the  Ifles  des  Navigateurs,  that  the  tempers  of  favages  were  not  to  be 
trufted  too  far;  having,  on  the  very  day  and  hour  of  their  departure 
from  that  ifland,  had  the  boats  of  the  two  (hips,  wluch  were  fent  on 
fhore  for  a  lafl:  load  of  water,  attacked  by  the  natives  with  ftones  and 
clubs,  and  M.  de  TAngle,  the  captain  of  the  Aftrolabe,  with  eleven 
officers  and  men,  put  to  death  ;  thofe  who  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  get 
oflf  in  the  fmall  boats  that  attended  on  the  watering  launches  (which 
were  deftroyed)  efcaped,  but  not  without  many  wounds  and  contu- 
(ions.  It  was  conjedured,  that  fome  one  of  the  feamen  by  ill  conduct 
muft  have  provoked  this  outrage,  as  the  natives  during  the  time  when 
the  fhips  were  at  the  ifland  had  lived  with  the  officers  and  people  on 
terms  of  the  greateft  harmony.  This  was  not  the  firft  misfortune  that 
thofe  Ihips  had  met  with  during  their  voyage  ;  for  on  the  north- weft 
coaft  of  America  they  loft  two  boats^  with  their  crews  and  feveral 
young  men  of  family,  in  the  furf. 

Notwithftanding  the  preffurc  of  important  bufmefs  at  Sidney,  the 
difcharge  of  religious  duties  was  never  omitted ;  divine  fervice  being 
performed  every  Sunday  that  the  weather  would  permit  j  at  which 
time  the  detachment  of  marines  paraded  with  their  arms,  the  whole 
body  of  convids  attended,  and  were  obferved  to  conduft  themfelves 
in  general  with  the  refpedt  and  attention  due  to  the  occafion  on  which 
they  were  aflembled. 

It  was  obferved  with  fatisfadion,  that  many  couples  were  an- 
nounced for  marriage  j  but  on  ftridly  fcrutinizing  into  the  motive,  it 
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was  found  in  feveral  Inftances  to  have  originated  in  an  idea,  that  the 
married  people  would  meet  with  various  little  comforts  and  privi- 
leges that  were  denied  to  thofe  in  a  fingle  ftate ;  and  fome,  on  not 
finding  thofe  expediations  realifed,  repented,  wiihed,  and  afiually  ap« 
plied  to  be  reftored  to  their  former  fituation ;  fo  ignorant  and  thought- 
lefs  were  they  in  general.  It  was,  however,  to  be  wifhed  that  ma- 
trimonial connexions  fhould  be  promoted  among  them;  and  none 
who  applied  for  that  purpofe  were  ever  rejefted  ;  except  when  it  was 
clearly  underftood  that  either  of  the  parties  had  a  wife  or  hufband 
living  at  the  time  of  their  leaving  England. 

The  weather  during  .the  latter  end  of  January  and  the  month  of 
February  was  very  clofe,  with  rain,  at  times  very  heavy,  and  at- 
tended with  much  thunder  and  lightning,  by  which  fome  fheep,  lambs^^ 
and  pigs  were  deftroyed. 
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BROKEN  BAY  VISITED. — M.  DE  LA  PEROUSB  SAILS. — TRANSACTIONS.— THE 
SUPPLY  RETURNS.— LORD  HOWE  ISLAND  DISCOVERED. —SOME  CONVICTS 
WOUNDED  BY  THE  NATIVES.  — SCURVY. — EXCURSIONS  INTO  THE  COUN- 
TRY.— RETURN  OF  STOCK  IN  THE  COLONY  IN  MAY. — A  CONVICT 
WOUNDED.— SOME  RUSH-CUTTERS  KILLED  BY  THE  NATIVES. — GOVERN- 
OR'S   EXCVKS101^.-^23EHJ^}OUK.,MJ^^^TklE  .QOHYIOTS.  — CATTLE    LOST. 

NATIVES. EARTHQUAKE.— TRANSPORTS  SAIL  FOR  ENGLAND.  — SUPPLY 

SAILS  FOR  NORFOLK  ISLAND.— TRANSACTIONS.— NATIVtS. —  CONVICTS 
WOUNDED— HEAVY  RAIN.  —  PUBLIC  WORKS.  — SHEEP  STOLEN.  —  ISLAND 
DISCOVERED.— FISH. IMPOSITION  OF  A  CONVICT. — NATIVES.— A  CON- 
VICT MURDERED.— THE  SUPPLY  RETURNS. — SETTLEMENT  AT  ROSE- 
HILL.— STORE-SHIPS  SAIL  FOR  ENGLAND. — A  NATIVE  TAKEN  AND 
BROUGHT  UP  TO  THE  SETTLEMENT. WEATHER*— CLIMATE. — RE- 
PORT   OF    DEATHS* 

March.]  EaRLY  in  March  the  Governor,  accompanied  by  feme 
oflScers,  went  by  water  to  furvey  the  harbour  of  Broken  Bay  ;  which 
proved  equal  in  magnitude  to  Port  Jackfon,  but  the  land  in  general 
was  very  high,  and  in  moft  parts  rocky  and  barren.  The  weather 
turned  out  very  unfavourable  to  this  excurfion  in  a  country  where  the 
refideqce  for  each  nijght  was  to  be  provided  for  by  the  travellers  them- 
felves ;  and  fome  of  the  party  returned  with  dyfenteric  complaints. 
The  weather  at  Port  Jackfon  had  been  equally  adverfe  to  labour ;  and 
the  Goyernor  found,  at  his  return,  upwards  of  two  hundred  patients 
under  the  furgeon's  care,  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  rains  that  had 
fallen.  A  building  for  the  reception  of  the  fick  was  now  abfolutely 
neceflary,  and  one  was  put  in  hand,  to  be  divided  into  a  difpenfary 
(all  the  hofpital-ftores  being  at  that  time  under  tents),  a  ward  for  the 
troops,  and  another  for  the  convids.     The  heavy  rains  alfo  pointed  out 
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the  neceflity  of  (heltering  the  detachment ;  and  until  barracks  could 
be  built,  moft  of  them  covered  their  tents  with  thatch,  or  crcded  for 
themfelves  temporary  clay  huts.  The  barraclcs  were  begun  early  in 
March  ;  but  much  difficulty  was  found  in  providing  proper  materials, 
the  timber  being  in  general  (hakey  and  rotten.  They  were  to  confift 
of  four  buildings,  and  were  placed  at  a  convenient  diftance  from  each 
other  for  the  benefit  of  air  and  cieanlinefs,  and  with  a  fpace  in  the 
centre  for  a  parade. 

On  or  about  the  lOth  of  March,  the  French  fliips  failed  from  Botany 
Bay,  bound,  as  they  faid,  to  the  northward,  and  carrying  with  them 
the  moft  unfavourable  ideas  of  this  coimtry  and  its  native  inhabitants  ; 
the  officers  having  declared,  that  in  their  whole  voyage  they  nowhere 
found  fo  poor  a  country,  nor  fuch  miferable  people.  There  had 
been,  during  their  ftay  in  this  country,  a  very  friendly  and  pleafant 
intercourfe  kept  up  between  them  and  the  Englifh  ;  they  had  among 
their  officers  men  of  abilities,  whofe  obfervations  and  exertions  in  the 
fearch  after  knowledge  will  moft  amply  illuftrate  the  hiftory  of  their 
voyage ;  and  it  refledted  much  credit  on  the  minifter,  when  he  ar- 
ranged the  plan  of  it,  that  people  of  the  firft  talents  for  navigation^  af- 
tronomy,  natural  hiftory,  and  every  other  fcience  that  could  render 
it  confpicuoufly  ufeful,  ihould  have  been  feledled  for  that  purpofe. 

A  wharf  for  the  convenience  of  landing  ftores  was  begun,  under  the 
diredion  of  the  furveyor-general :  the  ordnance,  confifting  of  two 
brafs  fix-pounders  on  travelling  carriages,  four  iron  twelve-pounders, 
and  two  iron  fix-pounders,  were  landed  ;  the  tranfports,  which  were 
chartered  for  China,  were  cleared ;  the  long-boats  of  the  fliips  in  the 
Cove  were  employed  in  bringing  cabbage-tree  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  harbour,  where  it  grew  in  great  abundance,  and  was  found,  when 
cut  into  proper  lengths,  very  fit  for  the  purpofc  of  eredking  tempo- 
rary huts ;  the  pofts  and  plates  of  which,  being  made  of  the  pine  of 
the  country,  and  the  fides  and  ends  filled  with  lengths  of  the  cabbage- 
tree,  plaftered  over  with  clay,  formed  a  very  good  hovel.  The  roofs 
were  generally  thatched  with  the  grafs  of  the  gum*rufli  j  fome  were 
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covered  with  clay,  but  feveral  of  thefe  failed,  the  weight  of  the  clay 
and  heavy  rain  foon  deftroying  them. 

A  gang  of  convids  was  employed  in  making  bricks  at  a  fpot  about 
a  mile  from  the  fettlement,  where  two  acres  of  ground  were  marked 
out  for  fuch  officers  as  were  willing  to  cultivate  them  and  raife  a 
little  grain  for  their  ftock;  it  not  being  the  intention  of  government 
to  give  any  grants  of  land  until  the  neceffary  accounts  of  the 
country,  and  of  what  expeftations  were  likely  to  be  formed  from  it, 
fhould  be  received. 

The  principal  ftreet  of  the  intended  town  was  marked  out  at  the 
head,  and  its  dimenfions  were  extenfive.  The  government-houfe  was 
to  be  conftrufted  on  the  fummit  of  a  hill  commanding  a  capital  view 
of  Long  Cove,  and  other  parts  of  the  harbour ;  but  this  was  to  be  a 
work  of  after- confideration;  for  the  prefent,  as  the  ground  was  not 
cleared,  it  was  fufficient  to  point  out  the  fituation  and  define  the  li- 
mits of  the  future  buildingp. 

On  the  19th  rhe  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  having  been 
abfent  five  weeks.  She  had  made  the  ifland  on  the  29th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month  ;  but  for  the  five  fucceeding  days  was  not  able  to  efFetfl 
a  landing,  being  prevented'  by  the  furf,  which  broke  with  violence  on 
a  reef  of  rocks  that  lay  acrofs  the  principal  bay.  Lieutenant  King 
had  nearly  given  up  all  hopes  of  being  able  to  land,  when  a  fmall 
opening  was  difcovered  in  the  reef,  wide  enough  to  admit  a  boat,, 
through  which  he-was  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  fafely  with  all  his  people 
and  ftores.  When  landed,  he  could  nowhere  find  a  fpace  clear  enough 
for  pitching  a  tent;  and  he  had  to  cut  through  an  almoft  impene- 
trable wildernefs  before  he  could  encamp  himfelf  and  his  people. 
Of  the  ftock  which  he  carried'  with  him,  he  loft  the  only  flie-goat 
that  he  had,  arid  one  ewe.  He  had  named  the  bay  wherein  he 
landed  and  fixed  the  fettlement,  Sydney  Bay;  and  had  given  the 
names  of  Phillip  and  Nepean  to  two  fmall  iflands  which  are  fituated 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it. 
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Lieutenant  King  wrote  in  good  fpirits,  and  fpokc  of  meeting  all 
his  difficulties  like  a  man  determined  to  overcome  them.  The  foil  of 
this  ifland  appeared  to  be  very  rich,  but  the  landing  dangerous.  The 
flax-plant  (the  principal  objedl  in  view)  he  had  not  difcovered  when 
the  Supply  failed. .  Lieutenant  Ball,  foon  after  he  left  this  harbour,  fell 
in  with  an  uninhabited  ifland  inlat.  31^  56' S,  and  in  long.  159^  4' 
E.  which  he  named  Lord  Howe  Ifland.  It  is  inferior  in  fize  to  Nor- 
folk Ifland,  but  abounded  at  that  time  with  turtle  (fixtcen  of  which 
he  brought  away  with  him),  as  well  as  with  a  new  fpecies  of  fowl, 
.and  a  fmall  brown  bird,  the  flefti  of  which  was  very  fine  eating. 
Thefe  birds  were  in  great  abundance,  and  fo  unufed  to  fuch  vifitors, 
that  they  fuffered  themfclves  to  be  knocked  down  with  flicks,  as  they 
ran  along  the  beach. 

Pines,  but  no  fmall  trees,  grow  on  this  ifland ;  in  which  there  is  a 
good  bay,  but  no  anchoring  ground.  Of  the  pines  at  Norfolk  Ifland, 
one  meafured  nine  feet  in  diameter,  and  another  that  was  found  lying 
on  the  ground  meafured  182  feet  in  length.  As  the  fcurvy  was  at 
this  time  making  rapid  ftrides  in  the  colony,  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  procure  a  check  to  its  eSeds  from  the  new  ifland  rendered  it,  in 
every  one's  opinion,  a  fortunate  difcovery. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month  feveral  convidis  came  in  from  the 
woods ;  one  in  particular  dangeroufly  wounded  with  a  fpear,  and  the 
others  very  much  beaten  and  bruifed  by  the  natives.  The  wounded 
man  had  been  employed  in  cutting  ruflies,  and  one  of  the  others  had 
been  coUeding  vegetables.  All  thefe  people  denied  their  having  given 
any  provocation  to  the  natives :  it  was,  however,  difiicult  to  believe 
them ;  they  well  knew  the  confequences  that  would  attend  any  a£ts 
of  violence  on  their  parts ;  as  it  had  been  declared  in  public  orders^ 
that  in  forming  the  intended  fettlement,  any  act  of  cruelty  to  the  na- 
tives being  contrary  to  His  Majefty's  gracious  intentions,  the  offenders 
would  be  fubjedi  to  a  criminal  profecution ;  and  they  well  knew  that 
the  natives  themfelves,  however  injured,  could  not  contradi(ft  their 
aflertions.     There  was,  however,  too  much  reafon  to  conclude  that  the 
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convids  had  been  the  aggrcffors;  as  the  Gorvemor,  at  hia  return  frbaj 
Broken  Bay,  on  landing  at  Gamp  Cove,  found  the  natives  therei  ^ho 
had  before  frequently  come  up  to  him  with  confidence,  unufualiy  Ckj^ 
and  feemingly  afraid  of  him  and  his  party  ;  and  one,  who  after  much 
invitation  did  venture  to  approach,  pointed  to  fome  marks  upon  his 
ihoulders,  making  figns  that  they  were  caufed  by  blows  given  with  a 
ftick.  This,  with  their  running  away,  were  ftrong  indications  that 
they  had  been  ill-treated  by  the  ftragglers.  Eleven  canoes  full  of 
people  paiTed  very  near  the  Sirius,  which  was  moored  without  the 
points  of  the  Cove,  but  paddled  away  very  faft  upon  the  approach  of  ' 
fome  boajts  toward  them. 

The  curiofity  of  the  new  fettlers  was  excited  and  gratified  for 
a  day  or  two  by  the  fight' of  an  emu,  which  was  fliot.  It  wfis  re- 
markable, by  every  ftem  having  two  feathers  proceeding  from  it{ 
Its  height  was  feven  feet  four  inches,  and  the  flefh  was  very  welj 
flavoured. 

The  run  of  water  that  fupplied  the  fettlement  was  obferved  to  ba 
only  a  drain  from  a  fwamp  at  the  head  of  it*  To  proted  it,  there- 
fore, as  much  as  poffible  from  the  fun,  an  order  was  given  out,  for* 
bidding  the  cutting  down  of  any  tree  within  fifty  feet  of  it. 

It  being  now  April,  and  the  winter  of  this  hemifpbere  approach^ 
ing,  it  became  neceflary  to  expedite  the  buildings  intended  for  the  de- 
tachment* Every  carpenter  that  could  be  procured  among  the  con- 
vids  was  fent  to  affift,  and  as  many  as  could  be  hired  £rqm  the  tranf. 
ports  were  employed  at  the  hofpiial  and  ftorehoufe.  .  The  long-bpats 
ftill  continued  to  bring  up  the  cabbage-tree  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
harbour,  and  a  range  of  huts  was  begun  on  the  Weft  fide  for  fome  of 
the  female  convids. 

The  little  camp  now  began  to  wear  the  afped  of  diftrefs,  from  the 
great  number  of  fcorbutic  patients  that  were  daily  feen  creeping  to  and. 
from  the  hofpital  tent ;  and  the  principal  forgeon  fuggefted  th§  ex-' 
pediency  of  another  iiipply  of  turtle  from  Lord  Howe  Ifla^d ;  but  it, 
was  generally  thought  that  the  feafon  was  too  faradvanc«d>^«iftd,;thajti 
i'  -  E  .    the 
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the  utmoft  which  could  have  been  procured  would  have  made  but  a 
very  trifling  and  temporary  change  in  the  diet  of  thofe  affli£lcd  with 
the  diforden 

On  the  6th,  divine  fervice  was  performed  in  the  new  ftorehoufe^ 
which  was  covered  in,  but  not  fufEciently  completed  to  admit  provi- 
fions.  One  hundred  feet  by  twenty-five  were  the  dimenfions  of  this 
building,  which  was  conftruded  with  great  ftrength ;  yet  the  mind 
was  always  pained  when  viewing  its  reedy  combuftible  covering,  re- 
membering the  livid  flames  that  had  been  feen  to  fhoot  over  every 
part  of  this  Cove  :  but  no  other  materials  could  be  found  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  thatch,  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard 
agaihft  accidental  fire. 

An  elderly  woman,  a  convift,  having  been  deteded  in  dealing  a 
flat  iron,  hung  herfelf  to  the  ridge-pole  of  her  tent,  but  was  fortunately 
difcovered  in  time  to  preferve  her  life.  What  feeling  could  tempt  her 
/to  this  rafh  adkion  it  would  be  diflScult  to  guefs,  as  her  being  a  convidl 
too  plainly  proved  that  fhe  could  furvive  the  lofs  of  charader.  Several 
other  thefts  were  committed  by  thefe  people  ;  yet  it  was  in  general  re- 
marked, that  on  the  whole  they  conduced  themfelves  with  more 
propriety  than  could  have  been  expefted  from  their  former  lives.  Ta 
prevent,  however,  if  poflSble,  the  commiflion  of  oflfences  fo  prejudicial 
to  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  the  Governor  fignified  to  them  his  fixed 
refolve,  that  condemnation  of  any  one  for  robbing  the  huts  or  Aores 
fhould  be  immediately  followed  by  execution.  Much  of  their  irre- 
gularity was,  perhaps,  to  be  afcribed  to  the  intercourfe  that  fubfifted^ 
in  fpite  of  punifliment,  between  them  and  the  feamcn  from  the  fliips^ 
of  war  and  the  tranfports,  who  at  leaft  one  day  in  the  week  found 
means  to  get  on  (hore  with  fpirits. 

His  Excellency,  defirous  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  country 
about  the  feat  of  government,  and  profiting  by  the  coolnefs  of  the 
weather,  made  during  the  month  feveral  excurfions  j  in  one  of  which 
having  obferved  a  range  of  mountains  to  the  weftward,  and  hoping 
that  a  river  might  be  found  to  take  its  courfc  in  their  neighbourhood^ 

he 
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he  fct  off  with  a  fmall  party,  intending  if  poffible  to  reach  them,  taking 
vnih  him  fix  days'  provifions ;  but  he  returned  without  attaining  eithef 
obje£t  of  his  journey, — the  mountains,  or  a  riven 

He  penetrated  about  thirty  miles  inland,  through  a  country  mod 
amply  clothed  with  timber,  but  in  general  free  from  underwood.  On 
the  fiJ&h  day  of  his  excurfion,  he  caught,  from  a  rifing  ground  which 
be  named  Belle  Vue,  the  only  glance  of  the  mountains  which  he  ob- 
tained during  the  journey ;  and  as  they  then  appeared  at  too  great  a 
diftance  to  be  reached  on  one  day's  allowance  of  provifions,  which 
was  all  they  had  left,  he  determined  to  return  to  Sydney  Cove. 

In  Port  Jackfon  another  branch  extending  to  the  northward  had 
been  difcovered  ;  but  as  the  country  furrounding  it  was  high,  rocky, 
and  barren,  though  it  might  add  to  the  extent  and  beauty  of  the  har** 
hour,  it  did  not  promife  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  fettlement. 

The  governor  had  the  mortification  to  learn  on  his  return  from  his 
weftern  expedition,  that  five  ewes  and  a  lamb  bad  been  deftrdyfed  at  a 
farm  in  the  adjoining  Cove,  fuppofed  to  have  been  killed  by  dogs  be- 
longing to  the  natives.  This  to  the  happy  inhabitants  <^  Great  Bri* 
tain  may  appear  a  circumftance  too  trivial  to  record ;  but  to  thefe 
founders  of  a  new  world  it  was  of  magnitude  fufiicient  to  be  by  them 
deemed  a  public  calamity ;  fo  much  do  fituations  exalt  or  diminifh  the 
importance  of  circumftances ! 

The  number  of  (heep  that  were  landed  in  this  country  had  been 
confiderably  leflened ;  they  were  of  neceflity  placed  on.  ground,  and 
compelled  to  feed  on  grafs,  that  had  never  before  been  expofed  to  air 
or  fun,  and  which  confequently  did  not  agree  with  them  ;  a  circum- 
ftance much  to  be  lamented  ;  as  without  ftock  the  fettlement  muft  for 
years  remain  dependent  on  the  mother-country  for  the  means  of  fub-^ 
fiftence. 

The  month  of  May  opened  with  the  trial,  con  virion,  and  execu- 
tion of  James  Bennett,  a  youth  of  fevehteen  years  of  age,  for  break-t* 
ing  open  and  robbing  a  tent.     Heconfefied  that  he  had  often  merite^d 
4eath  before  he  committed  the  crime  for  which  he  was  then  about  to 

£  2  fufifer. 
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fufTer/  and  that  the  love  of  idlenefs  and  bad  connexions  had  been  his 
ruin.  He  was  executed  immediately  on  his  receiving  fentencc^  in  th» 
hope  of  making  a  greater  impreiiion  on  the  convidts. 

There  being  no  other  fhelter  for  the  guard  than  tents^  great  incon- 
venience was  found  in  placing  under  its  charge  more  than  one  or  two 
prifoners  at  a  time.  The  convi^s,  therefore,  who  were  confined  at 
the  guard  until  they  could  be  conveyed  to  the  fouth^ard,  were  re- 
moved to  the  Bare  Ifland  at  the  entrance  of  this  Cove,  where  they  were 
(applied  weekly  with  provifions  until  an  opportunity  offered  of  fend- 
ing them  away. 

;  Oq  the  6th  of  the  month  the  Supply  failed  for  Lord  Howe  Ifland,  to 
procure  turtle  and  biwJs  for  the  fettlcment,  the  fcurvy  continuing  to  re-» 
Cft  every  effort  that  could  be  made  to  check  its  progrefs  by  medicine : 
from  th^  latenefs  of  the  feafon^  however,  little  hope  was  entertained 
©f  h,er  fuqcefs, 

.  The  Governor  hiiyiog  directed  every  perfon  in  the  fettlement  to 
m^ke  a  return  of  what  live  flock  was  in  his  poffefBon,  the  following 
appeared  to  be  the  total  amount  of  dock  in  the  colony : 

1  ftallion^  35  pigs, 

3  maresy  5  rabbits, 

3  colts,  18  turkies, 

2  bulls,  29  gcefe, 
5  cows,  35  ducks, 

29  fheep,  142  fowls, 

19  goats,  87  chickens. 

49  ^^&y 
There  having  been  found  among  the  convicts  a  perfon  qualified  to 
eondudl  the  bufinefs  of  bricklayer,  a  gang  of  labourers  was  put  un- 
der his  dire£tion ;  and  mofl  of  the  huts  which  grew  up  in  different 
parts  of  the  cleared  ground  were  eredled  by  them*  Another  gang  of 
*)ahourers  ivas  put  under  the  dire&ion  of  a  flone-mafon ;  and  on  the 
t5th  the  firft  fione  of  a  building,  intended  for  the  refidence  of  the 

Governor 
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Governor  until  the  government-houfe  could  be  ere£ted,  was  laid  on 
the  Eaft  fide. 

The  large  (lore-houfe  being  completed,  and  a  road  made  to  it  from 
the  wharf,  the  provifions  were  landed  from  the  vi^uallers.  The  ne- 
ceflary.work  of  covering  in  the  hofpital  was  like  wife  completed  with 
fhinglea  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  and  which  were  faftened  on  by  pegs 
made  by  the  female  convids. 

The  timber  that  had  been  cut  down  proved  in  general  very  unfit  for 
the  purpofe  of  building,  the  trees  being  for  the  mofi:  part  decayed  ; 
and  when  cut  down  they  were  immediately  warped  and  fplit  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  A  fpecies  of  pine  appeared  to  be  the  beft,  and  was 
chiefly  ufed  in  the  frame-work  of  houfes,  and  in  covering  the  roofs, 
the  wood  fplitting  eafily  into  fhingles. 

The  Supply  returned  on  the  25th  from  Lord  Howe  Ifland  ;  but,  to 
the  great  diilrefs  of  the  invalids  and  difappointmeat  of  every  one,  with^ 
out  procuring  any  turtle,  the  weather  being  much  too  cold  and  the 
feafon  too  late  to  find  them  fo  far  to  the  fouthward^ 

To  the  fouthward  and  eaftward  of  Lord  Howe  Ifland  there  is  a. 
rock,  which  may  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  eighteen  leagues,  and 
to  which,  from  its  fhape.  Lieutenant  Ball  gave  the  name  of  Ball 
Pyramid. 

Farther  and  ftill  more  unpleafant  confequences  of  the  ill-treatment 
which  the  natives  received  from  the  new  inhabitants  were  felt  during 
this  month.  On  the  21ft  a  convijf^  belonging  to  the  farm  on  the  Eaft 
fide  was  brought  to  the  hofpital  very  dangeroufly  wounded  with  a 
barbed  fpear,  which  had  entered  about  the  depth  of  three  inches  into 
his  back,  between  the  fhoulders.  The  account  that  he  gave  of  the 
tranfadion  was,  that  having  ftrayed  to  a  cove  beyond  the  farm  with 
another  man  (who  did  not  return  with  him),  he  was  fuddenly  wound* 
ed  with  a  fpear,  not  having  feen  any  natives  until  he  received  the 
wound*  HJ3  companion  ran  away  when  the  natives  came  up,  who 
ftripped  him  of  all  his  dothcsj  except  his  trowfers,  which  they  did 
not  take,  and  then  left  him  to  crawl  to  the  camp«     A  day  or  two  after* 

I  wardt 
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wards  the  clothes  of  the  man  that  was  mifling  were  brought  in,  torn 
and  bloody,  and  pierced  with  fpears;  fo  that  there  was  every  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  the  poor  wretch  had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  his  own  folly 
and  the  barbarity  of  the  natives ;  and  on  the  30th  an  officer,  who 
had  been  colleding  rufhes  in  a  cove  up  the  harbour,  found  and 
brought  to  the  hofpital  the  bodies  of  two  convids  who  had  been 
employed  for  fome  time  in  cutting  rufhes  there ;  they  were  pierced 
through  in  many  places  with  fpears,  and  the  head  of  one  beaten  to  a 
jelly.  As  it  was  improbable  that  thefe  murders  (hould  be  committed 
without  provocation,  inquiry  was  made ;  and  it  appeared  that  thefe 
unfortunate  men  had,  a  few  days  previous  to  their  being  found,  taken 
away  and  detained  a  canoe  belonging  to  the  natives  ;  for  which  afit  of 
violence  and  injuftice  they  paid  with  their  lives. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  circumftances,  a  party  of  natives  in  their 
canoes  went  alongfide  the  Sirius,  and  fome  fubmitted  to  the  operation 
of  (having :  after  which  they  landed  on  the  weftern  point  of  the  cove, 
where  they  examined  with  the  greateftattention  every  thing  that  they 
faw,  and  then  went  away  peaceably,  and  apparently  not  under  any 
apprehenfion  of  refentment  on  our  parts  for  the  murders  above- 
mentioned, 

June,  1788.]  The  Governor,  however,  on  hearing  of  the  mur- 
der of  the  rufli-cutters,  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  endeavour 
to  difcoyer,  and,  if  poflible,  fecure  thofe  who  had  killed  them ;  for 
which  purpofe  he  fet  off  with  a  ftrong  party  well  armed,  and  landed 
in  the  Cove  where  their  bodies  had  been  found  j  whence  he  ftrucl^ 
acrofs  the  country  to  Botany  Bay,  where  on  the  beach  he  faw 
about  fifty  canoes,  but  none  of  their  owners.  In  a  cove  on  the  fea- 
fide,  however,  between  Botany  Bay  and  Port  Jackfon,  he  fuddenly 
fell  in  with  an  armed  party  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  natives^ 
confiding  of  men,  women,  and  children.  With  thefe  a  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  dire£kly  took  place,  and  fome  fpears,  &c.  were  exchanged 
for  hatchets ;  but  the  murderers,  if  amongft  them,  could  not  be  dit. 
covered.     The  Goverqor  had  hoped  to  have  found  the  people  ftill  at 

the 
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the  place  where  the  tnen  were  killed,  in  which  cafe  he  would  have 
etideavoured  to  fecure  fome  of  them,  but,  not  having  any  fixed  refi- 
dence,  they  had,  perhaps,  left  the  fpot  immediately  after  fatisfying 
their  fanguinary  refentment. 

The  fourth  of  June  was  ufliered  in  with  every  demonftration  of  re* 
fptGt  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  thefe  exiles  from  polifhed  life  to 
fliew  the  day  diftinguiihed  by  the  birth  of  their  beloved  fovereigru 
Some  of  the  word  among  the  convids  availed  themfelves  of  the  op« 
portunity  that  was  given  them  in  the  evening,  by  the  abfence  of  fevera! 
of  the  officers  and  people  from  their  tents  and  huts  on  this  feftive  oc- 
cafion,  to  commit  depredations.  Several  robberies  were  dete£led,  and 
two  of  the  delinquents  afterwards  fuffered  death  for  their  offences* 
One  of  thefe  had  abfconded,  and  lived  in  the  woods  for  nineteen  days, 
exilling  on  what  he  was  able  to  procure  by  nofturnjll  thefts  among 
the  huts  and  (locks  of  individuals.  His  vifits  for  this  purpofe  were 
fo  frequent  and  daring,  that  at  length  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  proclaim  him  an  outlaw,  as  well  as  to  declare  that  no  perfon  muft 
harbour  him  after  fuch  proclamation. 

Exemplary  punifhmerits  feemed  about  this  period  to  be  growing 
daily  more  neceffary.  Stock  was  often  killed,  huts  and  tents  broke 
open,  and  provifion  conftantly  ftolen,  particularly  about  the  latter  end 
of  the  week ;  as  many  of  thofe  unthrifty  people,  taking  no  care  ta 
hufband  their  provifions  through  the  feven  days  that  they  were  in- 
tended to  laft  them,  had  confumed  the  whole  by  the  end  of  the  third 
or  fourth  day.  One  of  this  defcription  made  his  week's  allowance  of 
flour  (eight  pounds)  into  cakes,  which  he  devoured  at  one  meal ;  he 
was  foon  after  taken  fpeechlefs  and  fenfelefs,  and  died  the  following 
day,  a  loath  fome  putrid  objefl:. 

The  obvious  confequence  of  this  want  of  occonomy  was,  that  he 
who  confumed  his  week's  allowance  in  three  days  muft  fteal  from  thofe 
who  had  been  more  provident.  Had  a  few  perfons  been  fent  out  who 
were  not  of  the  defcription  of  convids,  to  haveaded  as  overfeers  or 
fuperintendants,  regulations  for  their  internal  oecontjmy,  as  well  in:, 

the. 
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4hc  articles  of  clothing  as  provifions,  might  have  been  formed  whick 
would  have  prevented  thcfe  evils :  it  would  then  too  have  been  more 
prafticable  to  dete^  them  in  felling  or  exchanging  the  (lops  which 
they  received,  and  their  provifions  would  have  been  fubjed  to  daily 
infpedion.  But  overfeers  drawn  from  among  themfelves,  were  found 
not  to  have  that  influence  which  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  carry  any 
regulation  into  eflfedl.  It  was  not  for  want  of  having  their  duty 
pointed  out  to  them,  or  the. certain  confequences  in  which  a  breach  of 
it  would  involve  them,  that  they  tranfgreflred  ;  but  many  among  them 
were  fo  inured  to  the  habits  of  vice,  and  fo  callous  to  remonftrance, 
that  they  were  only  reftrained  until  a  favourable  opportunity  prefented 
itfelt 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month  (June)  the  colony  fuftained  a  fevere 
lofs  by  the  negledl  of  a  convifl  who  had  charge  of  the  cattle,  and  who 
permitting  them  to  ftray.  The  two  bullswith  four  cows  either  wan* 
dcred  into  the  woods,  or  were  perhaps  driven  away  by  the  natives  j 
and  although  feveral  parties  were  fucceffivcly  fent  in  fearch  of  them 
they  could  nowhere  be  difcovered.  On  the  27th  of  the  fame  month 
a  party  of  the  natives,  fuppofed  to  be  from  twenty  to  thirty  in  num- 
ber, landed  at  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Cove,  between  eleven  and  twelv6 
b'clock  at  night,  and  proceeded  along  clofe  by  the  centinels,  flopping 
for  fome  time  at  the  fpot  where  the  Governor's  houfe  was  building, 
and  in  the  rear  of  the  tents  inhabited  by  fome  of  the  women.  It  Was 
(aid  that  they  appeared  alarmed  on  hearing  the  centinels  call  out  "  All 
is  well,"  and,  after  ftanding  there  for  fome  time,  went  oft'  towards 
the  run  of  water.  The  centinels  w^re  very  pofitive  in  their  decla- 
ration that  they  had  feen  them,  and  were  minute  in  their  relation  of 
the  above  circumftanccs ;  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  conjedlured 
by  many  to  be  only  the  effe£l  of  imagination.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
however,  that  thefe  people  might  have  chofen  that  hour  of  the  night 
to.  gratify  a  curiofity  which  would  very  naturally  be  excited  on 
finding  that  their  viiitants  ftill  refided  among  them ;  and  they  might 
M  :  wilh 
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wifh  to  difcover  jvhether  all  thcfc  new  comers  pafled  their  night  in 
fleep. 

The  cold  weather  which  prevailed  at  this  time  of  the  year  was 
obferved  to  affed  the  fifhing;  and  the  natives  themfelvcs  appeared 
to  be  in  great  want.  An  old  man  belonging  to  them  was  found  on 
the  beach  of  one  of  the  coves,  almoft  ftarved  to  death. 

The  Governor  being  told  that  a  native,  having  ftolen  a  jacket  from 
a  convid,  had  been  killed  hj  him  in  an  attempt  to  recover  it,  iflued 
a  proclamation,  promifing  a  free  pardon,  with  remiffion  of  the  fen- 
tence  of  tranfportation,  to  fuch  male  or  female  convi<3:  as  (hould 
give  information  of  any  fuch  offender  or  offenders,  fo  that  they 
might  be  profecuted  to  convidion  ;  but  no  difcovery  was  made. 

One  evening  in  this  month  a  flight  (hock  of  an  earthquake  had  been 
obferved,  which  lafted  two  or  three  feconds,  and  was  accompanied 
with  a  diftant  noife  like  the  report  of  cannon,  coming  from  the  fouth^ 
ward ;   the  fhock,  however,  was  local. 

In  July  an  official  report  of  the  ftate  of  the  ficfc  was  made  by  the 
principal  furgeon.  The  number  of  marines  under  medical  treatment 
was  thirty-fix  ;  the  number  of  convi£ls  fixty-fix.  ConviiSts  unfit 
for  labour  from  old  age  and  infirmities  fifty-two ;  and  if  idlenefs  might 
have  been  taken  into  the  account,  (as  well  it  might,  fince  many  were 
thereby  rendered  of  very  little  fcrvice  to  the  colony,)  the  number 
would  have  been  greatly  augmented. 

On  the  20th  the  Supply  failed  with  ftores  and  provifions  for  Nor- 
folk  Ifland.  Only  two  tranfports  remained  of  the  fleet  that  came  out 
from  England,  the  Golden  Grove  and  Fifhburn ;  and  preparations 
were  making  for  clearing  and  difcharging  them  from  Government 
fcrvice,  by  conftru£ling  a  cellar  on  the  Weft  fide  for  receiving  the 
fpirits,  and  depofiting  the  provifions  in  the  large  ftore-houfe.' 

From  the  nature  of  the  materials  with  which  moft  of  the  huts  oc- 
cupied by  the  convidls  were  covered  in,  feveral  accidents  happened  by 
fire,  whereby  the  labour  of  m^ny  people  was  loft ;  they  again  were 
obliged  to  feek  a  flielter  for  themfelvcs,  and  had  in  general  to  com* 

F  plain 
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plain  of  tte  deftrudion  of  provifions  and  clothing.  To  prevent  thx% 
an  order  was  iflued,  prohibiting  the  building  of  chimnies,  in  fu- 
ture, in  fuch  huts  as  were  thatched. 

Thefts  ftill  continued  to  be  committed  by  and  among  the  convi£ls. 
Wine  was  ftolcn  from  the  hofpital,  and  feveral  pcifons  were  tried 
upon  fufpicion,  but  for  want  of  fufRcient  evidence  were  acquitted. 
There  was  fuch  a  tendernefs  in  thefe  people  to  each  other's  guilt, 
ftich  an  acquaintance  with  vice  and  the  different  degrees  of  it,  tbat^ 
unlefs  detefted  in  tlie  faft,  it  was  next  to  impoffible  to  bring  an  of- 
fence home  to  them. 

The  natives,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  affift  the  fiihermen  in> 
hauling  the  feine,  and  were  content  to  wait  for  fuch  reward  as  the 
perfon  who  had  the  diredion  of  the  boat  thought  proper  to  give 
them,  either  driven  by  hunger,  or  moved  by  fome  olher  caufe,  came 
down  to  the  cove  where  they  were  fifliing,  and,  perceiving  that  they 
had  been  more  fuccefsful  than  common,  took  by  force  about  half  o£ 
what  had  been  brought  on  fhore.     They  were  all  armed  with  fpears 
and  other  weapons,  and  made  their  attack  witKfcme  fhew  of  method,, 
having  a  party  ftationed  in  the  rear  wifeh  their  fpears.  poized,  in  readi^ 
liefs  to  throw  if  any  refiftance  had  been  made*.    To  prevent  this  in 
future,  it  was  ordered  that  a  petty  ofEcer  (hould  go  in  the  boatSr 
whenever  they  were  fent  down,  the  harbour.     No  precaution,  how- 
ever, that  could  be  taken  or  ordera  that  wer^  given,  to  prevent  acci-^ 
dents  happening  by  mifcondu£t/on  the  part  of  the  conriils,  had  any 
weight.     On  the  evening  of  the  iJ7th  one  of  them  was  brought  in^, 
wounded  by  tliwe  natives.     He  had  left  th^  encampment,  with  aijother. 
convi£t,to  gather  vegetables,  and,  contrary  to  the  pofitive  order  which. 
had  been  repeatedly  given,  went  nearly  as  far  as  Botany  Bay,  where 
they  fell  in  with  a  party  of  the  natives^  who  made  figns  to  them   to 
go  back  ;   which,  they  did,^  but  unfortunately  different  ways.     This 
b^vng  obferved  by  the  natives,  they  threw  their  fpears  at  them.    One 
cfcaped  unhjurt,  but  the  other  received  twa  fpears  in  him,  one  enter-- 
ipg  a  little  above  his  left  ear,^  the  other  in  his*  breads     He  took  to  aa 

arm^ 
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arm  of  the  bay,  which,  notwithftanding  his  wounds,  he  fwam  acrofsj 
and  reported  that  the  natives  ftood  on.  the  bank  laughing  at  him'. 
Much  credit,  indeed,  was  not  to  be  given  to  their  accounts ;  but  it 
inuft  be  remarked,  that  every  accident  which  had  happened  was  occa- 
fioned  by  a  breach  of  pofitive  orders  repeatedly  given. 

Still,  notwithftanding  this  appearance  of  hoftility  in  fome  of  the 
natives^  others  w^ere  more  friendly.  In  one  of  the  adjoining  coves 
refided  a  family  of  them,  vho  were  vifited  by  large  parties  of  the  con- 
\i£ts  of  both  fexes  on  thofe  days  in  which  they  were  not  wanted  for 
labour.  Here  they  danced  and  fung  with  apparent  good  humour, 
and  received  fuch  prcfents  as  the  convi£ks  could  afford  to  make  them ; 
but  none  of  the  natives  would  venture  back  with  their  vifitors. 

During  the  beginning  of  Auguft  much  heavy  rain  fell,  and  not  only 
prevented  the  carrying-on  of  labour,  but  rendered  the  work  of  much 
time  fruitlefs  by  its  effects ;  the  brick-kiln  fell  in  more  than  once,  and 
bricks  to  a  large  amount  were  deftroyed ;  the  roads  about  the  fettle* 
mcnt  were  rendered  impafTablc  ;  and  fome  of  the  huts  were  fo  far  in- 
jured as  to  require  nearly  as  much  time  to  repair  them  as  to  build 
them  anew.  It  was  not  until  the  14th  of  the  month,  when  the  weather 
cleared  up,  that  the  people  were  again  able  to  work.  There  were  at 
this  time  in  hand  barracks  for  the  marine  detachment;  an  obferva* 
lory,  the  houfes  eredting  for  the  governor  and  Ileatenant-governor, 
and  the  fiiingling  hf  the  Hofpital. 

It  had  been  imagined  in  England,  that  fome,  if  not  confiderabfe 
favings  of  provifions  might  be  made,  by  the  quantity  of  fith  that  it  vvas 
fuppofed  would  be  taken  ;  but  nothing  like  an  equivalent  for  the  ra- 
tion that  was  iflRied  to  the  colony  for  a  fmgle  day  had  ever  been 
brought  up. 

It  was  faid  that  the  French  fhip«,  while  In  Botany  Bay,  had  met 
with  one  very  fuccefsful  bawl  of  large  fi(h,  which  more  than  fupplied 
both  (hips'  companies  ;  but  this  good  fortune  had  never  attended  Go* 
vernor  Phillip's  people.  Fifti  enough  was  fometimes  taken  to  fupply 
about  two. hundred  perfons;  but  the  quantity  very  rarely,  exceeded 

F  2  this« 
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this.  Three  fting-rays  had  been  taken  in  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
and  two  of  thgm,  which  weighed  about  three  hundred  weight,  were 
diftributed  among  the  people. 

On  the  a6th  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  having 
bee;n  abfent  five  weeks  and  two  days.  From  the  Commandant 
the  mod  favourable  accounts  were  received  of  the  richnefs  and  depth 
of  the  foil,  and  falubrity  of  the  climate,  having  been  vifited  with 
very  little  rain,  or  thunder  and  lightning.  His  fearch  after  the  flax- 
plant  had  been  fuccefsful;  where  he  had  cleared  the  ground  he 
found  it  growing  fpontaneoufly  and  luxuriant :  a  fmall  fpecies  of 
plantain  alfo  had  been  difcovered.  His  gardens  promifed  an  ample 
fupply  of  vegetables  ;  but  his  feed^wheat  having  been  heated  in  the 
long  paffage  to  this  country,  turned  out  to  be  damaged,  and  did  not 
vegetate.  The  landing  was  found  to  be  very  dangerous ;  and  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  Mr.  Cunningham,  the  midfhipman,  and  three 
people,  with  the  boat  that  they  were  in,  by  the  furf  on  the  reef,  a 
few  days  before  the  Supply  failed*  Short,  however,  as  the  time  was, 
the  carpenter  of  that  veflel  replaced  the  boat,  by  building  him  a  coble 
of  the  timber  of  the  ifland,  conftru<fted  purpofely  for  going  without 
the  reef,  and  for  the  hazardous  employ  in  which  flbte  muft  often  be 
engaged.      ^ 

The  fcttlemcnt  of  Sydney  Cove  was  for  fome  time  amufed  with  an 
account  of  the  exiftence  and  difcovery  of  a  gold  mine ;  and  the  im* 
poftor  had  ingenuity  enough  to  impofe  a  fabricated  tale  on  feveral  of 
the  people  for  truth.  He  pretended  to  have  found  it  at  fome  diftance 
down  the  harbour ;  and,  offering  to  condudt  an  oflicer  to  the  fpot,  a 
boat  wad  provided ;  but  immediately  on  landing,  having  previoufly 
prevailed  on  the  officer  to  fend  away  the  boat,  to  prevent  his  difco- 
^ry  being  made  public  to  more  than  one  perfon,  he  made  a  pretence 
to  leave  him,  and,  reaching  the  fettlement  fome  hours  before  the  of- 
ficer, reported  that  he  had  been  fent  up  by  him  for  a  guard.  The 
fisllow  knew  too  well  the  confequences  that  would  follow  on  the 
officer's  arrival  to  wait  for  that,  and  therefore  fet  oflf  diredly  into 
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the  woods,  but  being  brought  back  was  puniftied  for  his  impofition 
with  fifty  laflies.  Still,  however,  peffifting  that  he  had  difcovered  a 
metal,  a  fpecimen  of  which  he  produced,  the  governor  ordered  him 
to  be  taken  again  down  the  harbour,  with  direftions  to  his  adjutant  to 
land  the  men  on  the  place  which  he  fliould  point  out,  and  keep  him 
in  fight ;  but  on  being  aflured  by  that  officer,  that  if  he  attempted  to 
deceive  him  he  would  put  him  to  death,  the  man  confeflcd  that  his^ 
ftory  of  having  found  a  gold-mine  was  a  falfehood  which  he  had  pro* 
pagated  in  the  hope  of  impofing  on  the  people  belonging  to  the  Fifli- 
burn  and  Golden  Grove  ftore-ftiips,  from  whom  he  expefted  to  pro- 
cure cloathing  and  other  articles  in  return  for  his  promifed  gold-duft  ; 
and  that  he  had  fabricated  the  fpecimens  of  the  metal  which  he  had 
exhibited,  from  a  guinea  and  a  brafs  buckte ;  the  remains  of  which 
lie  then  produced,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  ingenuity  with  a  hundred 
iaihes. 

Among  the  people  of  his  own  defcription,  there  were  many  who 
believed,  notwithftanding  his  confeffion  and  punifliment,  that  he  had 
adlually  made  the  difcovery  which  he  pretended,  and  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  fay  it  was  a  fabrication  merely  to  fecure  it  to  himfelf,  to 
make  ufe  of  at  a  future  opportunity :  fo  eafy  is  it  to  impofe  on  the 
minds  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  I 

The  natives  continued  to  molefl:  the  inhabitants  whenever  they 
ehanced  to  meet  any  of  them  draggling  and  unarmed  ;  yet,  although 
forcibly  warned  by  the  evil  and  dahger  that  attended  their  being  thus 
found,  the  latter  ftill  continued  to  give  the  natives  opportmiity  of  in- 
juring them*  About  the  middle  of  this  month  a  convift  who  had 
wandered  beyond  the  limits  of  fecurity  fell  in  with  a  party  of  natives, 
who  ftripped  and  beat  him  fhockingly,  and  would  have  murdered  him 
had  not  the  report  of  a  mufquet  frightened  them  away.  On  the  2 id 
a  party  of  natives  landed  from  five  canoes,  near  the  point  where  the 
obfervatory  was  building,  where,  fome  of  them  engaging  the  atten-  ^ 
tion  of  the  officers  and  people  at  the  obfervatory,  the  others  attempted 
forcibly  to  take  off  a  goat  from  the  people  at  the  bofpital ;  in  which 

attempt, 
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attempt,  fit^.ding  themfelves  refifted  by  a  fearaan  who  happened  to  be 
prefent,  they  menaced  him  with  fpears,  and,  on  his  retiring,  killed 
the  animal  and  took  it  off  in  a  canoe.  They  were  followed  by  the 
Governor,  who  overtook  fome  of  the  party,  but  could  neither  re- 
cover the  goat,  nor  meet  with  the  people  who  killed  it, 
•  It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  none  of  thefe  people  could  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  place  a  confidence  in,  and  refide  among  the  Englilli  j  as 
in  fuch  cafe,  by  an  exchange  of  language,  they  would  have  found 
that  moft  friendly  intentions  were  entertained  towards  them,  and  that 
any  who  ftiould  injure  them  tvould  meet  wifh  fevcre  chaftifement. 

September  commenced,  and  the  feed-wheat  which  had  been  fown 
here  did  not  turn  out  any  better  than  at  Norfolk  Ifland  ;  in  fome 
places  the  ground  had  been  twice  cropped,  and  there  was  reafon  to 
apprehend  a  failure  of  feed  for  the  next  year.  The  Governor  there- 
fore, early  in  this  month,  figniSed  his  intention  of  fending  theSirius 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  procure  a  fufficient  quantity  of  grain 
for  that  purpofe  ;  together  with  as  much. flour  for  the  fettlement  as 
ihe  could  ftow,  after  laying  in  a  twelvemonth^s  provifions  for  her 
thip's  company.  Her  deftination  was  intended  to  have  been  to  the 
northward  ;  but  on  making  a  calculation,  and  comparing  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  navigators  who  had  procured  refreftiments  among  the 
Iflands,  it  was  found,  that  although  (he  might  provide  very  well  for 
herfelf,  yet,  after  an  abfence  of  three  or  four  months,  which  would 
be  the  leaft  time  that  fhe  would  be  gone,  Ihe  could  not  bring  more 
than  would  fupport  the  colony  for  a  fortnight.  At  the  fame  time  Hia 
Excellency  made  known  his  intention  of  cftablifhing  a  fettlement  on 
fome  ground  which  he  had  feen  at  the  head  of  this  harbour,  and 
which,  from  its  form,  he  had  named  the  Crefcent.  This  meafure 
appeared  the  more  expedient,  as  the  foil  in  and  about  the  fettlement 
feemed  to  be  very  indifferent  and  unprodudive;  and  by  no  means  fo 
favourable  for  the  grov/th  of  grain  as  that  at  the  Crefcent. 

The  Sirius  was  therefore  ordered  to  prepare  for.her  voyage  with  all 
i:;xpeditioa  j  and,  in  order  to  her  flowing  a  greater  quantity  of  flour, 

eight 
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eight  of  her  guns  were  landed  on  the  Weft  point  of  the  cove,  and  a 
fmall  breaft-work  thrown  up  in  front  of  them. 

Two  boats,  one  of  eight  and  another  of  fixteen  oars,  which  had 
been  fent  out  in  frame  for  the  ufc  of  the  fettlement,  were  put  toge- 
ther, and  the  fmalleft  got  into  the  water ;  but  the  want  of  a  fchooner 
or  two,  of  from  thirty  to  forty  tons  burden,  to  be  employed  in  fur^* 
veying  this  coaft,  was  miKh  felt  and  lamented. 

All  hope  being  given  up  of  recovering  the  cattle  which  had  been  fo 
unfortunately  loft  ;  and  the  only  cow  that  remained  not  being  in  calf, 
and  having  become  wild  and  dangerous,  diredlions  were  given  that 
ihe  might  be  killed.  She  was  accordingly  (hot,  it  being  found  iia- 
practicable  to  fecure  and  Daughter  her  in  the  common  way. 

About  the  middle  of  September  feveral  canoes  pafled  the  SiriuSj 
and  above  thirty  natives  landed  from  them  at  the  obfervatory  or  weft- 
cm  point  of  the  cove.  They  were  armed,  and,  it  was  imagined, 
intended  to  take  off  fome  fheep  from  thence ;  but,  if  this  was  their 
intention,  they  were  prevented  by  the  appearance  of  two  gentlemenr 
who  happened  to  be  there  unarmed ;  after  throwing  fome  ftones,  they^ 
took  to  their  canoes  and  paddled  off. 

On  the  25th  the  people  in  the  fifhing-boat  reported  that  feveral 
fpears  were  thrown  at  them  by  fome  natives  ;  and  this  for  no  other 
reafon,  than  that,  after  giving  them  freely  what  fmall  fifh  they  had 
taken,  they  refufed  them  a  large  one  which  attradled  their  attention. 

On  the  30th  one  mid(hipman  and  two  (eamen  from  the  Sirius,  one 
ferjeant,  one  corporal,  and  five  private  marines,  and  twentyone  male 
and  eleven  female  convidts,  embarked  oa  board  the  Golden  Grove  for 
Norfolk  Ifland,  and  with  the  Sirius  failed  aa  the  2d  of  Odober. 

The  detachment  fi-nding  it  convenient  to  coUeft  vegetables,  and 
being  obliged  to  go  for  them  as  far  as  Botany  Bay,  the  convidls  were 
ordered  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  protedion  of  an  armed  party,  and 
never  on  any  account  to  ftraggle  from  the  foldiers,  or  go  to  Botany 
Bay  without  them,  on  pain  of  fevere  puniftiment.  Notwithftanding. 
which,  a  conyid,  who  had  been  looked  upon,  as  a  good  man,  having^. 

gone 
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gone  out  with  an  armed  party  to  procure  vegetabks  at  Botany  Bay, 
ftraggled  from  them,  and  was  killed  by  the  natives.     On  the  return  of 
the  foldiers  from  the  Bay  he  was  found  lying  dead  in  the  path,  his  head 
^  beaten  to  a  jelly,  a  fpear  driven  through  it,  another  through  his  body, 
and  one  arm  broken.     Some  people  were  fent  out  to  bury  him  ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  month  the  parties  who  went  by  the  fpot  for  vege* 
tables  reported  that  his  body  was  three  times  found  above  ground 
having,  it  was  fuppofed,  been  torn  up  by  the  natives'  dogs.     This 
poor  wretch  furniflied  another  inftance  of  the  coniequences  that  at- 
tended a  difobedience  of  orders  which  had  been  purpofely  given  to 
prevent  thefe  accidents ;  and  as  nothing  of  the  kind  was  known  to 
happen,  but  where  a  negledt  and  contempt  of  them  was  firft  fhewn 
every  misfortune  of  the  kind  might  fairly  be  attributed,  not  to  the 
difpofition  of  the  natives,  but  to  the  obftiaacy  and  ignorance  of  their 
vifitors. 

On  the  departure  of  the  Sinus,  one  pound  of  flour  was  deduced 
from  the  weekly  ration  of  thofe  who  received  the  full  proportion,  and 
two-thirds  of  a  pound  from  fuch  as  were  at  two-thirds  allowance. 

The  publit  works  went  on  as  ufual  very  flowly  ;  thofc  employed  on 
them  in  general  barely  exerting  themfelves  beyond  what  was  neceflary 
to  avoid  immediate  punifhment  for  idlenefs. 

On  the  24th  a  convia  who  had  ftraggled  to  a  fmaJl  diftance  from 
the  fettlement  had  feveral  fpears  thrown  at  him  by  fome  natives.  The 
Governor,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  circumftance,  went  to 
the  fpot  with  an  armed  party,  where,  fome  of  them  beingiheard  among 
the  bufties,  they  were  fired  at ;  it  having  now  become  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary to  compel  them  to  keep  at  a  greater  diftance. 

The  month  of  November  commenced  with  the  eftablifiiment  of  the 
new  fettlement.  On  the  2d,  His  Excellency  the  Governor  went  to  the 
Crefcent  to  choofe  the  fpot,  and  to  mark  out  the  ground  for  a  redoubt 
and  other  neceflary  buildings.  Ten  convifts  who  underftood  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  cultivation  were  ordered  to  clear  fome  land  on  a  rifing  ground, 
which  His  Excellency  named  Rofe  Hill.     The  foil  at  this  fpot  was  of  a 

ftiflf 


«f7M.l  OF  NEW  SOVTti  WALEfj  >t 

ftifF  clayey  nature,  free  from  that  rock  wTiich  every  where  c(3ve*fed  the 
furface  at  Sydney  Cove,  well  clothed  with  timber,  and  unobftruSed 
by  underwood.  While  this  little  fettlement  was  eftablifliing  itfelf,  let- 
ters were  received  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  in  which  Lieutenant  King^ 
the  commandant,  fpoke  in  very  favourable  terms  of  his  young  colony. 
His  people  continued  healthy,  having  fifli  and  Vegetables  in- abun- 
dance ;  by  the  former  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  fave  fome  of  his- 
falted  provifions.  He  had  alfo  the  promifc  of  a  good  crop  from  the 
grain  which  he  had  laft  fown,  and  his  gardens  wore  the  moft  flourifli- 
ing  appearance. 

A  cocoa-nut  perfedly  frefli,  and  a  piece  of  wood  faid  to  fefemblc 
the  handle  of  a  fly-flap  as  made  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  together  with 
the  remains  of  two  canoes,  had  been  found  among  the  rocks,  per- 
haps blown  from  fome  ifland  which  might  lie  af  no  great  difl:ance. 

The  fmall  redoubt  which  was  begun  in  July  being  finiflied,  a  flag- 
ilaflf  was  ereded,  and  two  pieces  of  iron  ordnance  placed  in  it* 

In  order  to  prevent,  if  poflSble,  the  pradice  of  thieving,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  very  frequent,  an  order  was  given,  direding  that  no  con- 
vid,  found  guilty  of  theft,  fliould  be  fupplied  with  any  other  clothing 
than  a  canvas  frock  and  trowfers.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  determinedt 
that  fuch  convids  as  fhould  in  future  fail  to  perform  a  day*s  labour, 
Ihould  receive  only  two-thirds  of  the  ration  that  was  iflTued  to  thofc 
who  could  and  did  work. 

Unimportant  as  thefe  circumftances  may  appear  when  detailed  at  a 
diftance  from  the  time  when  they  were  neceflary,  they  yet  ferve  to 
ftiow  the  nature  of  the  people  by  whom  the  coloay  was  firfk  founded  ; 
as  well  as  the  attention  that  was  paid  by  thofe  in  authority,  and  the 
fteps  taken  by  them,  for  eftablifliing  good  order  and  propriety,  and 
for  eradicating  villainy  and  idlenefs. 

In  December  James  Daley,  the  convid  who  In  Auguft  pretended  to 
have  difcovered  an  inexhauftible  founce  of  wealth,  and  who  had  been 
<)bferved  from  that  time  to  negled  his  labour,  and  to  loiter  about  from 
^|ut  to  hut,  while  others  were  at  work,  was  at  laft  convidcd  of  break- 
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ing  into  and  plundering  a  houfe;  for  which  he  fuffered  death.  Before 
he  was  turned  off^  he  confcfled  that  he  had  committed  feveral  thefts, 
to  which  he  had  been  induced  by  bad  connedtions,^  and  pcMOted  out 
two  women  who  had  received  part  of  the  property  for  the  acquifition 
of  which  he  was  then  about  to  pay  fo  dear  a  price.  Thefe  women 
were  immediately  apprehended,  and  one  of  them  made  a  public  ex- 
ample of,  in  the  hope  of  deterring  others  from  offending  in  the  like^ 
manner.  The  convids  being  all  aflembled  for  mufter,  (he  was  direded 
to  ftand  forward ;  and  her  head  having  been  previoufly  deprived  of 
its  natural  covering,  fhe  was  clothed  with  a  canvas  frock,  on  whicb 
was  painted,  in  large  charadlers  R.  S.  G.  (Receiver  of  Stolen  Goods,) 
and  threatened  with  puniftimcnt  if  ever  fhe  was  feen  without  it.  This, 
was  done  in  the  idea  that  fhame  might  operate,  at  leafl  with  the  fe- 
male part  of  the  prifoners,  to  the  prevention  of  crimes;  but  a  great 
number  of  both  fexes  had  too  long  been  acquainted  with  each  other 
in  fcenes  of  difgrace,  for  this  kind  of  punifhment  to  work  much  re- 
formation among  them.  This,  however,  muft  be  underflood  to  be 
fpoken  only  of  the  lowed  clafs  of  thefe  people,  among  whom  the 
commiflion  of  offences  was  chiefly  found  to  exifl ;  for  there  were  con- 
vids  of  both  fexes  who  were  never  known  to  aflbciate  with  the  coii>- 
mon  herd,  and  whofe  condud  was  marked  by  attention  to  their  la- 
bour, and  obedience  to  the  orders  which  they  received. 

Onthe nth,  the  Governor  fet  oflTwith  a  fmall  party  in  boats,  ta 
examine  the  different  branches  of  Botany  Bay,  and,  after  an  excur(ioi> 
of  fiw^  days,  returned,  well  fatisfied  that  no  part  of  that  extenfive  bay 
was  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  a  fettlement  ?  thus  fully  confirming  the 
reports  which  he  had  received  from  others,  and  the  opinion  that  he  had 
himfelf  formed. 

A  convi£t  having  been  found  dead  in  the  woods,  an  enquiry  inta 
the  caufe  of  his  death  was  made ;  when  it  appeared  from  the  evidence 
of  the  furgeon  who  opened  him,  and  of  the  people  who  lived  with 
the  deceafed,  that  he  died  through  want  of  nourifhment.  It  feemed 
Jthat  he  had  not  for  more  than  a  week  paft  eaten  his  allowance  of  pro-r 
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vifions,  the  whole  being  found  in  his  box.  It  was  proved  by  thofc 
who  knew  him,  that  he  was  accuftomed  to  deny  himfelf  even  what 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  his  exiftence,  abftaining  from  his  provi- 
(ions  in  order  to  difpofc  of  them  for  money;  which  he  was  re» 
ferving,  and  had  fomewhere  concealed,  in  order  to  purchafe  his  paf* 
fage  to  England  when  his  time  Ihould  expire. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month  a  launch,  or  hoy,  capable  of  convey* 
ing  provifions  to  Rofc  Hill  and  other  places,  was  conftrufted  from 
the  timber  of  the  country  ;  a  landing-place  was  formed  on  the  Eaft 
fide  of  the  Cove ;  and  at  the  point  on  the  Weft  fide,  a  magazine  was 
marked  out,  to  be  cohftrudted  of  ftone,  and  large  enough  to  contain 
fifty  or  fixty  barrels  of  powder. 

It  being  obferved  with  concern,  that  the  natives  were  every  day 
becoming  more  troublefome  and  hoftile,  feveral  people  having  been 
wounded,  and  others,  who  were  neceflarily  employed  in  the  woods, 
driven  in  and  much  alarmed  by  them,  the  Governor  determined  on  en- 
deavouring to  feiEe,and  bring  into  the  fettlement,  one  pr  two  of  thefe 
people,  whofe  language  it  was  become  abfolutely  neeeflary  to  acquire, 
that  they  might  be  taught  to  diftinguifli  friends  from  enemies.  '  Ac* 
cordingly,  on  the  30th  a  young  man  was  taken  and  brought  in  by 
Lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Supply,  and  Lieutenant  George  Johnfon  oif 
the  marines.  A  fecond  was  feized  ;  but,  after  dragging  into  the  wai- 
ter beyond#his  depth  the  man  who  held  him,  he  got  clear  off.  The 
native  who  had  been  fecured  wa^  on  his  landing  conveyed  to  the 
Governor's,  where  he  was  clothed,  a  flight  iron  or  manacle  put  up^ 
^n  his  wrift,  and  a  trufty  convift  appointed  to  take  care  of  him.  A 
fmall  hut  had  been  previoufly  built  for  his  reception  clofe  to  the 
guardhoufe,  wherein  he  and  his  keeper  were  locked  up  at  night  { 
and  the  following  morning  the  coavidi  reported,  that  his  charge  had 
Tlept  very  well  during  the  night,  not  offering  to  makie  any  attempt 
10  get  away^ 

The  weather,  during  the  month  of  December,  had  , been  for  the 
iirft  part  hot  and  clofe ;  the  middle  very  fine,  and  the  latter  variable, 

«  <a  but 


44  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY        [Decemiko. 

but  fidoftly  fine : — upon  the  whole,  the  month  was  very  hot ;  but  the 
tlioiate,  by  medical  men  as  well  as  others,  was  admitted  to  be  falu-* 
brious.  The  rains,  which  were  heavy,  appeared  to  fall  chiefly  about 
the  full  and  change  of  the  moon.  Thunder  and  lightning  at  times  had 
been  fevere,  but  not  attended  with  any  bad  efFeds  fince  the  month  of 
February,  The  cafu^lties,  from  the  fleet  quitting  England  to  the  lail 
of  December,  by  death  and  defertion,  amounted  on  the  whole  to  one 
hundred  and  fifteeiu 
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KEW    year's    day.— her     MAJESTY's    birthday. — CONVICTS    HOW    EM- 
PLOYED-— THEIR  DISPOSITION  TO  IDLENESS  AND  VICE.  — HOW  OCCUPIED.- 

—THE  SUPPLY  SAILS  FOR  NORFOLK  ISLAND. PUBLIC  WORKS— NATIVES. 

—CONVICTS  KILLED. — STORES  ROBBED  —THE  SUPPLY  RETURNS  — INSUR- 
RECTION    PROJECTED     AT     NORFOLK     ISLAND. — -HURRICANE     THERE. — ' 

SMALL  POX    AMONG    THE  NATIVES CAPTAIM    HUNTER  IN    THE   SIRIU^ 

RETURNS  WITH  SUPPLIES  FROM  THE  CAPE   OF  GOOD   HOPE. DANGER  OF 

WANDERING  IN  THE  FOUB&T&  OF  AN  UNKNOWN  COUNTRY. — CONVICTS 
PERFORM  A  PLAY. — A  REINFORCEMENT  SENT  TO  NORFOLK  ISLAND.—' 
GOVERNOR  PHILLIP  MAKE3  AN  EXCURSION  OF  DISCOVERY.— TRANSAC- 
TIONS.— HAWKLSBURY  RIVER  DISCOVERED.— IMPORTANT  PAPERS  LETT 
B£HIND  IN  ENGLANIX 

'p  H  E  firft  day  of  the  new  year  (January  1789}  was  marked  as  a 
holiday  by  a  fufpenfion  of  all  kinds  of  labour,  and  by  hoifting  of 
colours  at  the  fort.  The  ration  of  provifions,  though  ftill  lefs  by  a 
pound  of  flour  than  the  proper  alFowance,  was  yet  fo  fufiicient  as  not 
to  be  complained  of  j  nor  was  labour  diminifhed  by  it.  Upon  a  calcu- 
lation of  the  different  people  employed  for  the  public  in  cultivation,  it 
appeared,  that  of  all  the  numbers  in  the  colony  there  were  only  two- 
hundred  and  fifty  fo  employed  : — a  very  fmall  number  indeed  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  rendering  the  colony  independent  of  the  mother- 
country  for  the  neceflfaries  of  life.  The  reft  were  occupied  in  carry- 
ing on  various  public  works,  fuch  as  (lores,  houfes,  wharfs,  &c. 
A  large  number  were  incapable,  through  age  or  infirmities,  of 
being  called  to  labour  ;  and  the  civil  eftablifliment,  the  military,  fe- 
males, and  children,  filled  up  the  catalogue  of  thofe  unaffifting  in 
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The  foil  immediately  about  the  fettlement  was  found  to  be  of  too 
fandy  a  nature  to  give  much  promife  of  yielding  a  fuflScient  produce 
even  for  the  fmall  quantity  of  ftock  that  it  poffefled.  At  Rofe  Hill  the 
profpeft  was  better ;  indeed,  whatever  expedlation  could  be  formed 
of  fuccefsful  cutivation  in  the  country  reftcd  as  yet  in  that  quarter. 
But  the  convi£l8,  fooliflily  conceiving  that  they  had  no  intereft  in  the 
fuccefs  of  their  labour,  by  no  means  exerted  themfelves  to  their  utmoft, 
fo  that  it  was  hardly  poffible  to  form  a  correal  judgment  of  the  capa- 
^  bilities  of  the  foil^  which  they  cultivated  with  regret,  and  which,  if  left 
to  themfelves,  they  would  not  have  cultivated  at  all ;  preferring  rather 
to  have  lived  in  idlenefs,  and  depended  upon  the  public  (lores  for  their 
daily  fupport,  fo  long  as  they  had  any  thing  in  them,  than  by  their 
labour  contribute  to  fecurc;  themfelves  whereon  to  cxift  when  thofc 
llores  ihould  be  exhaufted. 

Idlenefs,  however,  was  not  the  only  vice  to  be  complained  of  in 
thefe  unhappy  people :  thefts  continued  to  be  frequent  among  them  j 
arid  one  fellow,  who,  after  committing  a  robbery,  had  flieltered  himfelf 
frompunifliment  by  concealing  himfelf  in  the  woods,  from  whence  he 
tiightJy  returned  for  the  purpofe  of  depredation,  being  at  length  taken, 
was  executed,  in  the  vain  hope  of  terrifying  others.  While  this  un- 
fortunate wretch  was  fuffering  death,  another  convia,  fentenced  to 
feven  hundred  laflies,  for  wounding,  by  dabbing,  a  woman  with  whom 
he  cohabited,  received  half  his  punifhment* 

The  19th  was  obferved  as  the  birth-day  of  her  Majefty,  with  all 
the  cuftomary  ceremonies. 

A  day  or  two  after  this,  the  place  was  agitated  by  a  rumour  that  a 
g^eat  gun  had  been  fired  at  fea  ;  but  on  fendiivg  a  boat  down  without 
the  harbour*s  mouth,  nothing  was  feen  there  that  could  confirm  a  re* 
port  which  every  one  anxioufly  wifhed  might  be  true. 

A  boat  having  been  fent  down  the  harbour  with  fome  people  to  cut 
ru(hes»  a  party  of  natives  'came  to  the  beach  while  they  were  fo 
employed,  and  took  three  jackets  out  of  the  boat.  On  difcovering 
the  theft,  the  cockfwain  purfued  a  canoe  with  two  men  in  it  as  far  as 
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a  fmall  ifland  that  lay  near,  where  the  natives  landed,  leaving  the 
canoe  at  the  rocks.  This  the  cockfwain  took  away  (contrary  to  an  or- 
der, which  bad  been  made  very  public,  on  no  account  to  touch  a 
canoe,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  a  native,)  and  towed  it  to  the  bay 
where  they  had  been  at  work.  The  natives  returned  to  the  fame 
place  unobferved,  and,  while  the  cockfwain  and  his  people  were  col- 
le£ting  what  rufhes  they  had  cut,  threw  a  fpear  at  the  cockfwain  and 
wounded  him  in  the  arm,  although  they  muft  have  known  that  at  that 
time  one  of  their  people  was  in  the  power  of  his  countrymen  on  whom 
the  injury  might  be  retaliated.  This  poor  native  had  begun  to  feem 
reconciled  to  his  fituation,  and  did  not  appear  to  dread  any  ill  treat* 
ment  from  the  prefent  mailers  of  his  deftiny.  He  was  taken  down 
the  harbour  once  or  twice,  to  let  his  friends  fee  that  he  was  alive,  and 
had  feme  intercourfe  with  them  which  appeared  to  give  him  much 
iatisfa&ion. 

For  fifteen  days  in  this  month  the  thermometer  rofe  in  the  fhade 
above  eighty  degrees :  once  (on  the  8th),  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  h 
flood  at  105^  in  the  ihade* 

The  convids  being  found  to.  continue  the  pradice  of  felling  their 
cloathing,  an  order  was  ifTued,  directing,  that  if  in  future  any  of 
them  would  give  information  to  the  provoft  marfhal  againft  the  pcr- 
fon  who  had  been  the  purchafer,  the  feller  fhould  receive  the  clothes 
again,  and  be  permitted  to  keep  whatever  was  paid  for  them  without 
receiving  any  punifliment  himfelf  for  the  fale.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  direct,  that  all  ftragglers  at  night  who,  on  being  challenged  by 
the  patrole,  ihould  run  from  them,  fhould  be  fired  at ;  but  orders,  in 
general,  were  obferved  to  have  very  little  effcdt,  and  to  be  attended  to 
only  while  the  imprefSon  made  by  hearing  them  publtfhed  remained 
,upon  the  mind ;  for  the  conviflis  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  live  in^ 
jfituations  where  their  conduct  was  to  be  regulated  by  written  orders* 
Here  there  was  no  other  mode  of  communicating  to  them  fuch  direc- 
tions  as  it  was  found  neceflary  to  iflue  for  their  obfervance ;  and  it  was 
very  common  to  have  them  plead  in  excufe  for  a  breach  of  any  rego- 
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3atio«  of  the  fettlement,  that  they  bad  never  before  heard  of  it ;  nor  had 
they  any  idea  of  the  permanency  of  an  order,  many  of  them  feeming 
.to  think  it  iffued  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  the  moment. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  there  exifted  a  neceffity  for 
placing  a  confidence  in  thefe  people,  as  in  too  many  inftances  the 
truft  was  found  to  be  abufed  ;  but,  unfortunately,^  to  fill  many  of 
ihofe  offices  to  which  free  people  alone  fhould  have  been  appointed 
in  the  colony,  there  were  none  but  convids.  From  thefe,  it  will 
readily  be  fuppofed,  the  beft  charaders  were  feledted  ;  fuch  as  had 
merited  by  the  propriety  of  their  conduA  the  good  report  of  the  offi- 
cers on  board  the  fhip  in  which  they  had  been  tranfported,  and  who 
had  carried  with  them  into  thofe  (hips  a  better  name  than  their  fel- 
lows from  the  prifons  in.  which  they  had  been  confined.  Thofe  wlio 
were  qualified  to  in(lru£t  and  dired:  others  in  the  exercife  pf  profef^ 
fions,  were  appointed  to  adt  as  overfeers,  with  gangs  under  their  com- 
mand ;  feveral  of  whom  had  given  evident  proofs,  or  ftrong  indica- 
tions, of  returning  difpoficions  to  honeft  induftry. 

There  were  others,  however,  who  had  no  claim  to  this  praife. 
Among  thefe  muft  be  particularifed  William  Bryant,  to  whom,  from 
his  having  been  bred  a  fifherman,  was  given  the  direction  and  ma- 
nagement of  fuch  boats  as  were  employed  in  fifhing ;  every  encou- 
ragement was  held  out  to  this  man  to  keep  him  above  temptation ;  a 
hut  was  built  for  him  and -his  family  ;  he  was  always  prefcnted  with  a 
certain  part  of  whatever  fifli  he  caught ;  and  he  was  not  allowed  to 
want  for  any  thing  that  was  neceflary,  or  that  was  fuitable  to  a  pcr- 
fon  of  his  defcription  and  fituation.  But  he  was  detected  in  fecreting 
and  felling  large  quantities  of  fi(h,  a  practice  which  he  had  purfued 
from  his  firft  appointment.  For  this  he  was  feverely  punifhed,  and 
deprived  of  all  the  comforts  which  he  ha3  fo  ill  deferved. 

The  magazine  at  the  Point  being  bow  completed,  the'  powder  be- 
longing to  the  fettlement  was  lodged  fafely  within  its  walls. 

It -being  of  importance  to  the  colony  to  afcertain  the  precife  fitua- 
tion and  extent  of  the  reefs  feen  by  Mr.  Blackburn^  in  the  Goldea 
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Grove  ftorefliip,  Lieutenant  Ball,   (who  was  proceeding  to  Norfolk 
Ifland  with  provifions  and  convifts)  was  diretfled  to  perform  that  duty 
on  his  return*     He  failed  with  the  vefl'el  under  his  command  on  the 
lyth,  having  on  board  twenty-one  male  and  fix  female  convidls,  and 
three  children ;  of  the  latter,  two  were  to  be  placed  under  Mr.  King's 
■care  as  children  of  the  public.     The  one,  a  boy  of  three  years  old, 
had  loft  his  mother  on  the  paflage  to  that  country;   the  other,  a  girl 
one  year  older,  had  a  mother  in  the  colony  ;  but  of  fo  very  aban- 
doned a  character,  that  the  child  wa?  taken  from  her  in  the  hope  of 
faving  it  from  the  ruin  which  was  otherwifc  inevitable*     Thefe  chil- 
dren were   to  be  inftrufted  in    reading,    writing,  and    hufbandry. 
The  commandant  of  the  ifland  was  dircded  to  catife  five  acres  of 
ground  to  be  allotted  and  cultivated  for  their  benefit,  by  fuch  perfon 
as  he  fliould  think  fit  to  entruft  with  the  charge  of  bringing  them  up 
accordiftg  to  the  (pirit  of  this  intention,  in  promotmg  the  fuccefs  of 
which  every  friend  of  humanity  feemed  to  feel  an  intercft. 

The  Cove  was  now,  for  the  firft  time,  left  without  a  fhlp ;  a  cir- 
cumftanoe  not  only  ftriking  by  its  novelty,  but  which  forcibly  drew 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  peculiarity  of  their  fituation. 
The  Sirius  was   gone  upon  a  long  voyage  to  a  diftant  country  for 
Supplies,  the  arrival  of  which  was  afluredly  precarious.     The  Supply 
had  left  them,  to  look  after  a  dangerous  reef  j  which  fervice,  in  an 
unknown  fea,  migiit  draw  upon  herfelf  the  calamity  which  fhe  was 
feeking  to  inftruft  others  to  avoid.    Should  it  have  been  decreed,  that 
thp  arm  of  misfortune  was  to  fall  with  fuch  weight  upon  them,  as  to 
render  at  any  time  the  fafety   of  this  little  veflel  neceflary  to  the 
falvation  of  the  colony,  how  deeply  was  every  individual  concerned 
in  her  welfare .!     Reflexion  on  the  bare  poflibility  of  its  mifcarriaee 
Tendered  every  mind  anxious  during  her  abfence  from  the  fettlement. 
From  the  evident  neceffity  that  ^xifted  of  maintaininga  ftria  difci- 
pline    among   the   military    employed    in   this  ^country,    it  became 
rcquifite  to  punifh  with  fome  feverity  any  flagrant  breach  of  military 
fubordination  that  mi^ht  occur.     A  foldier  in  the  detachment,  having 
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been  found  abfent  from  his  poft  aft  centinel,  was  fcntenced  to  receive 
feven  hundred  lafhes^  which  fentence  was-put  in  execution  upon  him 
at  two  periods^  with  an  intcrvsal  of  three  weeks* 

Toward  the  end  of  this  month  the  detachment  took  poflefBon  of 
their  barracks  ;  and  a  brickrhoufe,  fbrty  feet  by  thirteen,  was  begun 
on  the  Eaft  fide  for  the  GommiiTary^     At  Roft  Hill  the  people  were 
principally  employed  in  clearing  wad  cultivating  land;^^  but  the  labour 
of  removing  the  timber  off  the  ground  when  cut  down,,  very  much- 
retarded  the  beft  efforts  of  the  people  fo  employed;     The  military  and 
-convidh-ftiU  lived  under  tents;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  fmall  fpace^ 
which  they  oecupied,  .two  Emus^or  Cafibwaries,,  who  mull  ha,ve 
been  feeding  in  the  neighbourhood,  ran  through  the  little  camp,.and^ 
were  fo  intermingled  with  the  people,  who  ran  oat  of  their  tents  at  fo 
ftrange  an  appearance,  that  it  became  dangerous  to  fire  at  them ;  and 
they  got  clear  off,  though  literally  furrounded  by  people,  and  under' 
the  muzzles  of  fome  of  their  mufquets. 

Very  irttfe  moleltation  was  at  this  time  given  by  the  natives;  and' 
kad  they  never  been  ill  treated  by  the  inhabitants,,  inflead'of  hoflility^, 
k  is  more  than  probable  that  an  intercoorfe  of  frkndihip  would  have^ 
Aibfifted- 

The  impradicability  of  keeping  die  convi^  within'  the  Kmits  pre-^- 
fcribed  for  them  became  every  day  more  evident^  Almofl  every  montlK 
from  their  arrival  had  produced  one  or  more  aectdenis  occafioned^- 
principally  by  a- non-compliance  with  the  ordifcrs^  which  had  been  given- 
fblely  with  a  view  to  their  fecurity  ;  and  which;  with*thinking  beings^ 
would  have  been  of  fufficient  force  as  examples  to  deter  others  from* 
running  into  the  fame  danger.     But  neither  orders  nor  dangers  feemed- 
to  be  regarded,  where  their  own  temporary  convenience  prompted  them' 
to  difobey  the  one,  or  run  the  rifk^  of  incurring  the  other.     A  con- 
vidt  had  ftrayed  into  the  woods  for  the  purpofe  of  coUed^ing  fweet 
tea;  an  herb  fo  called  by  thcfe  people,  and  which  was  in  great  cfli- 
mation  among  them.     The  leaves  of  it  being  boiled,  they  obtained  a- 
beverage  not  unlike  liquorice  in  tafle,.  and  which  was  recommended 
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by  fome  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  iettlement,  as  a  powerful 
tonic.  The  great  conAimption  had  now  rendered  it  fcarce.  It  was 
fuppofed  that  the  convid);  in  hia  fearch  after  thia  article  had  fallen  in 
with  a  party  of  nativcS)  who  had  killed  htm.  A  few  days  after  this 
accident  a  party  of  the  convids,  fixteen  in  number^  chiefly  belonging 
to  the  brick-maker's  gang,  as  had  alfo  the  unfortunate  (Vragglef ,  pro- 
vided themfelves  with  ftakes^  and  fet  off  toward  Botany  Bay,  with  a 
<]etermination  to  revenge,  upon  whatever  natives  they  fhould  meet» 
the  treatment  which  one  of  their  brethren  had  received.  Near  Bo- 
tany Bay  they  feH  in  ii^ith  the  natives,  but  in  a  larger  body  than  they 
expeded  or  defired.  Ac(X)rdtng  to  their  rq>ort,  they  were  fifty  in 
number ;  but  much  dependence  was  not  to  be  placed  on  what  they 
faid  in  this  refped,  nor  in  their  narrative  of  the  affair^  it  is  cer- 
tain,  however,  that  they  were  driven  in  by  the  natives,  who  killed 
one  man  and  wounded  fix  others.  Immediately  on  this  being  known 
in  the  fettlcment,  an  armed  party  was  fent  out  with  an  officer^ 
who  found  the  body  of  the  nnurdered  man  ftripped*  and  lying  in 
the  path.  They  alfo  found  a  boy,  who  had  likewife  been  ftripped 
and  left  for  dead  by  the  natives ;  he  was  very  much  wounded,  and 
his  left  ear  nearly  cut  off  The  party  returned  bearing  in  the  boy« 
but  without  feeing  any  of  the  perpetrat(»s  of  this  ralfchief :  the 
other  wounded  people  had  reached  the  fettlement.  The  Ctovernor, 
judging  it  highly  neceffary  to  make  examples  of  thefe  mifguided 
people,  who  had  fo  daringly  and  flagrantly  broken  through  every 
order  which  had  been  given  to  prevent  their  interfering  with  the  na- 
tives as  to  form  a  party  exprcfsly  to  meet  with  and  attack 'them,  di- 
reded  that  thofe  who  were  not  wounded  (hould  receive  each  one 
hundred  and  fifty  laflies,  and  wear  £  fetter  for  a  twelvemonth.;  the 
Uke  punishment  was  directed  to  be  idflided  upon  thcfe  who  were  in 
the  hofpital^  as  fo(Hi  as  they  fliould  recover  from  their  wounds* 

The  ian>e  day  two  armed  partiee  were  fent,  one  toward  Botany 
Bay,  and  the  other  in  a  different  direction,  that  rfie  natives  might  fee 
that  their  late  ad  of  violence  would  neither  intimidate  nor.prevcnt 

u  2  "^  tluc 
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the  Englifti  from  moving  beyond  the  fettlcment  whenever  occafioa 
required. 

Such  were  their  enemies,  abroad  :  at  home,  within  themfelves^  theyr 
had  enemies  to  encoimter  of  a  different  nature^  but  in  their  effe£la 
more  diflicuU  to  guard  againfl.  The  gardens  and  houfes  of  indivi- 
duals, and  the  provifion  (lore,  were  over-^run  with  ratSv  Tlie  fafety 
of  the  provifions  was  an  objed  of  general  importance^  and  the  Com- 
miflary  was  for  fome  time  employed  in  examining  into  the  ftate  of  the 
(lore.  Gtolng  to  it  early  one  morning,  he  found  the  wards  of  a  key 
whith  had  been  broken  in  the  padlock  that  fec\jred  the  principal  door, 
and  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  patroles  to  vifit  and  in^ft  every 
night.  On  entering,  he  perceived  that  an  harnefs^cafk  had  been  opened 
and  fome  provifions  taken  out.  It  being  fuppofed  that  the  wards  of 
the  key  might  lead  to  a  difcovery  of  the  perpetrator  of  this  atrocious 
deed,,  they  were  fent  to  a  convid  blackfmkh,  an  ingenioua  workman^ 
through  whofe  hahdk  moft  of  the  work  paflTed  that  was  done  in  his 
Hne,  who  immediately  knew  them  to  belong  to  a  foldier  of  the  name 
of  Hunt,  the  perfon  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  month  re* 
ceived  feven  hundred  laflies,  and  who  had  fome  time  back  brought  the 
key  to  this  blackfmith  to  be  altered.  Oh  this  information.  Hunt  was 
taken  up  ;  but,  offering  to  giv«  fome  material  information*,,  he  was  ad^* 
piitted  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  and  made  an  ample  con«- 
feffion  before  the  Licutenant-govemoi?  and  the  Judge-advocate;  in 
which  he  accufed  fix  other  foldiers  of  having  been  concerned  with 
him  for  a  confiderable  time  paft,  in  the  diabolical  pradlice  of  robbing 
the  ftbre  of  liquor  and  provifions  in  large  quantities*  This  crimci 
great  of  itfelf,  was  ftill  aggravated  by  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
committed.  Having  formed  their  party,  feven  in  number,  and 
fwom  each  other  to  fecrecy  and  fidelity,  they  procured  and  altered 
keys  to  fit  the  different  locks  on  the  three  doors  of  the  provl» 
fion  flore  }  and  it  was  agreed,  that  whenever  any  one  of  the  feven 
fhould  be  pofted  there  as  centinel  during  the  night,  two  or  more  of 
the  gang,  as  they  found:  it  convenient,,  were  to  come  at  the  hours. 

whcA. 
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when  they  knew  their  affbciate  would  have  the  ftore  under  hU 
charge,  and,  by  means  of  the  keys,  Iheltered  in  the  fecurity  which 
he  afforded  them,  (by  betraying  in  fo  flagrant  a  manner  the  ttuft  and 
confidence  repofed  in  him  as  a  ceniinel,)  they  fliould  open  a  paffago 
into  the  ftore,  where  they  fhould  remain  fhiU  up  until  they  had  pro- 
cured as  much  liquor  and  provifions  as  they  could  take  off.  If  the 
patroles  vifitedthe  ftore  while  they  chanced  to  be  within  its  walls,  the 
door  was  found  locked  and  fecure,.  the  centinel  alert  and  vigilant  onu 
his  poft,  and  the  ftore  apparently  fafc. 

Fortunately  for  the  fettlement,  on  the  nFght  preceding  the  difco- 
very  one  of  the  party  intended  to  have  availed  himfelf  of  his  fituatioa- 
as  centinel,  to  enter  the  ftore  alone,  purjpofmg  to  plunder  with- 
out the  participation  of  his  affociates.  But  while  he  was  ftanding  witlb 
the  key  in  the  lock,  he  heard  the  patrole  advancing.  The  key  had 
done  its  office ;  but,  as  he  knew  that  the  lock  would  be  examined' 
by  the  corporal,  in  his  fright  and  hafte  to  turn  it  back  again,^  he  mif- 
took  the  way,,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  wards  In  it :  the 
other  part  of  the  key  he  threw  away. 

On  this  information,  the  fix  Ibldiers  whom  he  accufed  were  taken 
up  and  tried ;  when,  the  evidence  of  the  accomplice  being  confirmed 
by  feveral  ftrong  corroborating  circumftances  (among  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  ftore  had  been  broken  into  and  robbed  by  them  at  va* 
rious  times  for  upwards  of  eight  months),  they  were  unanimoufly 
found  guiky,  and  fentenced  to  fuffer  that  death  which  they  acknow- 
ledged they  had  j^iftly  merited.  Their  defence  wholly  confifted  im 
accufing  the  accomplice  of  having  been  the  firft«  to  propofe  and  carry 
the  plan  into  execution^  and  afterwards  the  firft  to  accufe  and  ruia* 
the  people  whom  he  had  influenced  to  affociate  with  him.  A  crime 
of  fuch  magnitude  called  for  a  ievere  example  ;  and  the  fentence  waa 
carried  into  execution  aC  few  days  after  the  trial. 

Some  of  thefe  unhappy  mefl  were  held  in  high  eftimation  by  their 
officers;  but  the  others,  together  with  the  accomplice  Hunt,  had 
beea  long- verging  toward  this  melancholy  fate.     Four  of  them  had 

4  been* 
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been  tried  for  the  death  of  their  comrade  Bulmore,  whlcli  happened 
in  a  conteft  with  one  of  them  in  November.  The  liquor  that  they 
had  procured  from  the  ftore  was  the  caufe  of  drunkennefs  ;  and  thi-s 
was  produftive  of  many  diforders,  for  which  as  foldiers  they  were 
more  than  once  puniflied.  To  thefe  circumftances  muft  be  ^added 
(what,  perhaps,  muft  be  confidered  as  the  root  of  thefe  evils)  a  con- 
iiexion  which  fubfifted  between  them  and  fome  of  the  worft  of  the 
female  convidls  ;  at  whofe  huts,  notwilhftanding  the  internal  regula- 
tions of  their  quarters,  they  found  means  to  enjoy  their  ill-acquired 
plunder. 

On  the  morning  of  their  execution,  one  of  them  declared  to  the 
clergyman  wjao  attended  him,  that  the  like  practices  had  been  carried 
on  at  the  ftore  at  Rofc  Hill  by  fimilar  means,  and  with  fimilar  fuc- 
cefs.  This  was  immediately  attended  to,  but  no  difcovery  could  be 
made.  It  was,  however,  generally  believed,  that  the  foldier  would 
not  in  his  dying  moments  have  falfely  accufed  men  of  a  crime  which 
they  had  never  committed,  and  that  nothing  but  their  conftancy  to 
each  other  had  prevented  a  difcovery  of  their  guilt. 

While  thefe  tranfa&ions  were  pafling  at  Sydney,  the  little  colony 
at  Norfolk  Kland  had  been  threatened  with  an  infurredion.  The 
Supply  returned  from  thence  on  the  24th,  after  an  abfence  of  five 
weeks,  and  brought  from  l^ieucenant  King,  the  commandant,  infor* 
rmation  of  the  following  chimerical  fcheme: — The  capture  of  the 
ifland,  and  the  fubfequent  efcape  of  the  captors,  was  to  commence  by 
the  fcizure  cf  Mr.  King's  perfon,  which  was  intended  to  be  effeded 
on  the  firft  Saturday  after  the  arrival  of  any  {hip  in  the  Bay,  except 
the  SirittB.  They  had  chofen  that  particular  day  in  the  week,  as  it 
had  been  for  fome  time  Mr.  King's  cuftom  on  Saturdays  to  go  to  a 
farm  which  he  had  eftablifhed  at  fome  little  diftance  from  the  fettle-* 
meni;  and  the  military  generally  chofe  that  day  to  bring  in  the  cab* 
bag6-palm  from  the  woods.  Mr.  King  was  to  be  fecured  on  the  way 
to  his  farm*  A  mefiage,  in  the  commandant's  name,  was  then  to  be 
/cnt.to  Mr.  Jamifo^^  the  furgeon,  who  was  to  be  icized  as  foon  as  he 

got 
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got  into  the  woods ;  and  the  ferjeant  and  the  party  were  to  be  treated 

m  the  fame  manner.     Thefe  people  being  all  properly  taken  care  of,. 

a  fignal  was  to  be  madlc  to  the  ihip  in  the  Bay  to  fend  her  boat  on 

fhore,  the  crew  of  which  were  to  be  made  prifoners  on  their  landing  ^ 

and  two  or  three  of  the  infurgents  were  to  go  off"  in  a  boat  belonging 

to  the  ifland»  and  inform  the  commanding  officer  that  the  fhip's  boat 

had  been  fiove  on  the  beach,  and  that  the  commandant  requefted 

another  might  be  fent  on  fhore ;  this  was  alfo  to  be  captured :  and 

then,  as  the  lad  aO,  of  this  abfurd  icheme,  the  fhip  was  to  be  takeo^. 

with  which  they  were  to  proceed  to  Otaheite,  and  there  eftablifh  a. 

fettlement.     They,  however,  charitably  intended  to  leave  fome  pro- 

vifions  for  the  commandant  and  his   officers,  and  for  fuch  of  the 

people  as  did  not  accompany  them  in  their  efcape.     This  was  their 

fcheme,  and  not  one  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  it  ever  occurred  to" 

their  imagination :  all  was  to  happen  with  as  much  facility  as  it  was  plan* 

ned ;  and,  had  it  not  been  fortunately  revealed  to  a  feaman  belonging 

to  the  Sirius,  who  Kved  with  Mr.  King  as  a  gardener,  by  »  female 

convid  that  cohabited  with  him,  there  was  no  doubt  but  all  thefe  im^ 

probabilities  would  have  been  attempted. 

On  being  made  acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances,  the  command-^ 

ant  took  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  to  him  neceflary  to  defeat  them  ;; 

and  feveral  perfons  confeifed  the  ihare  which  they  were  to  have  had* 

in  the  execution  of  this  fboliih  fcheme^^    Mn  King  had  hitherto,  from 

the  peculiarity  of  his  fituation, — ^fecluded  from  fociety,  and  confined 

to  a  fmall  fpeck  in  the  vaft  ocean,  with  but  a  handful  of  people, — 

drawn  them  around  him,  and  treated  them  wkk  the  kind  attentions 

which  a  good  family  meets  with  at  the  hands  of  a  humane  mafter ;, 

Wt  he  now  faw  them  in  their  true  colours  ;  and  one  of  hia  (irfl;  fteps, 

when  peace  was  rellored,  was  t(5  clear  the  ground  as  far  as  poffible 

round  the  fettlement,  that  future  villainy  might  not  find  a  fhelter  in 

the  woods  for  its  tranfafkions.     To  this  truly  providential  circum- 

ftance,  perhaps,  many  colonifis  afterwards  were  indebted  for  their 

Uvea* 

O* 
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On  Tliurfday  the  26th  of  February,  the  ifland  was  vifited  by  a 
hurricane,  which  came  on  early  in  the  morning  in  very  heavy  gales 
of  wind  and  rain.  Several  pines  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  and  two 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  circumfe- 
rence, were  blown  down.  The  gale  had  increafed  by  noon  to  a  dread- 
ful degree,  with  torrents  of  heavy  rain.  Every  inftant  pines  and 
live  oaks,  of  the  largeft  dimenfions,  were  borne  down  by  the  fury  of 
•fhe  blaft,  which,  tearing  up  roots  and  rocks  with  them,  left  chafms 
of  eight  or  ten  feet  depth  in  the  earth.  Nothing  but  horror  and  defola* 
tion  every  where  prefented  itfelf.  A  very  large  live  oak-tree  was 
blown  on  the  granary,  which  it  dafhed  to  pieces,  and  (love  a  number 
of  calks  of  flour;  but  happily,  by  the  aftivity  of  the  officers  and 
free  people,  the  flour,  Indian  corn,  and  ftores,  were  in  a  (hort  time 
colledled,  and  removed  to  the  commandant's  houfe,  with  little  lofs. 
The  ftorm  now  raged  with  the  utmoft  violence  ;  and  bygone  o'clock 
-there  were  as  many  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots  as  would  have  required 
the  labour  of  fifty  men  for  a  fortnight  to  have  felled.  Early  in  the 
afternoon  the  Swamp  and  Vale  were  overflowed,  and  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  a  large  navigable  river.  The  gardens,  public  and  pri- 
.vate,  were  wholly  defl:royed}  cabbages,  turnips,  and  other  plants, 
were  blown  out  of  the  ground  ;  and  thofe  which  withftood  the  hur- 
ricane feemed  as  if  they  had  been  fcorched.  An  acre  of  Indian  corn 
which  grew  in  the  Vale,  and  which  would  have  been  ripe  in  about 
three  weeks,  was  totally  deftroyed*. 

Tlie  peopje,  however,  continued  to  be  healthy,  and  the  climate 
had  not  forfeited  the  good  opinion  which  he  had  formed  of,  it.  He 
acquainted  the  Governor^  that,  for  his  internal  defence,  he  had  formed 
all  the  free  people  in  the  ifland  into  a  militia,  and  that  a  military  guard 
was   mounted,  every  night  as  a  piquet.     There  were  at  this  time 

•  The  dircAion  of  the  hurricane  was  acrofs  the  ifland  from  the  Ibuth-eaft ;  and,  -as  its  fury 
had  bbwn  down  more  trees  than  were  found  lying  on  the  ground  when  Mr.  King  landed  on 
jt,  he  conjefturcd  that  it  was  not  an  annual  vifitant  of  the  ifland.  This  conjedurc  feems  to  liave 
;J>cen  well  founded,  as  nothing  of  the  kind  has  £nce  occurred  there. 

vidualled 
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vidualled  on  the  ifland  fixteen  free  people,  fift)r'«one  mstle  conviftst 
twenty-three  female  convi<3:«,.  and  four  childr^i. 

The  arrival  of  the  Supply  with  an  account  of  thefe  dceurrences 
created  a  temporary  variety  in  the  converration  of  the  day ;  amd  a 
general  fatisfaftion  appeared  whetf  the  little  veflel  that  brought  them 
dropped  her  anchor  again  in  the  Cove.  Lieutenant  Ball,  having  lol^ 
an  anchor  at  Norfolk  Ifland,-  did  nM  deem  It  pkrudeitit  to  attempt  to* 
fall  in  with  the  flioa4  feen  by  the  Gk)lden  G^dte  ftor^ihip  j.  Ms  .ori* 
dcrs  on  that  head  being  difcretiortary. 

We  now  return  to  the  tranfaftions  of  the  principail  fettlemctot.  Tow 
ward  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  twtf  of  the  bird«  diftiaguilhed  ht 
the  colony  by  the  name  of  Emus  were  brought  in  by  feme  of  the 
people  employed  to  fhoot  for  the  officers.  The  Weight  of  each  wa» 
feventy  pounds. 

The  Governor  thinking  it  probal>le  that*  foreign  fhips  might  again 
vifitthis  coaft,  and  perhaps  run  into  this*  harbour  for  the  purpofe  ^ 
procuring  refrefliments,  directed  Mr.  Blackburn  to  furve;^  a  lai^bay 
on  the  north  ihorer,  contiguous  to  this  Cove  ;  and,,  a:  iuffioieiit  dtpth 
of  water  being  founds  his'  Excellency  inferted  in  the  port  orders,  thftti 
all  foreign  fllips  coming  into  this  harbour  fhould  adchor  in  that 
bay,  which  he  named  Neuti'al  Bay^  bringing  Rock  Ifland  to  bear 
S.  8.  E.  and  the  hdfpital  on  the  weft  fide  of  Sydney  Gove  to  bear 
&W.  by  W. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  and  throughout  its  continuance,  thtf 
people  whofe  bufinefs  called  them  down  the  harbout  daily  rbportedy 
that  they  found,  either  in  excavations  of  the  rocks,  or  lying  upon- 
the  beaches  and  points  of  the  different  coves,  the  bodies  of  ibany  of 
the  wretched  natives  of  the  country.  The  caufe  of  this  mortality  re- 
mained unknown,  until  a  family  was  brought  into  the  fettlement  and 
the  diforder  pronounced  to  have  been  the  fmall-pox.  It  was  not  a 
deiir'able  circumltance  to  introduce  a  diforder  into  the  colony  which 
was  raging  with  fuch  fatal  violence  among  the  natives  of  the  country; 
but  the  faving  the  lives  of  any  of  thefe  people  was  an  objedl  of  no 
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fmall  importance,  as  the  knowledge  of  our  humanity  and  the  benefits 
which  might  be  rendered  them,  would,  it  was  hoped,  do  away  the 
evil  impreflions  which  they  had  received.  Two  elderly  men,  a  boy, 
and  a  girl,  were  received,  and  placed  in  a  feparate  hut  at  the  hofpitaL 
The  men  were  too  far  overcome  by  the  difeafe  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  exertions  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended  them  ;  but 
the  children  did  weU.  From  the  native  who  refided  in  the  fettlement 
it  was  underflood  that  many  families  had  been  fwept  off  by  this 
fcourge  of  the  human  race;  and  that  others,  to  avoid  it,  had  fled  in- 
to the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  Whether  it  had  ever  appeared 
among  them  before,  could  not  be  difcovered ;  but  it  was  certain  that 
they  gave  it  a  name  (gaUgal-lay ;  a  circumilance  which  feemed  to  in-^ 
dicate  a  pre-acqusdntance  with  it. 

The  convids  were  at  this  time  employed  in  forming  a  convenient 
road  on  the  Weft  fide  from  the  hofpital  and  landing-place  to  the  ftore- 
houfes ;  and  in  confbuding  a  ftable  at  Farm  Cove,  with  fome  con* 
Tenient  out-houfes  for  ftock. 

On  the  recovery  of  the  native  boy  and  girl  from  the  fmall-pox,  the 
latter  was  taken  to  live  with  the  wife  of  the  clergyman,  and  the  boy 
with  the  head  furgeon,  to  whom,  for  his  attention  during  the  time  he 
was  under  his  care,  he  feemed  to  be  much  attached. 

While  the  eruptions  of  this  diforder  continued  upon  the  children,  a 
feaman  belonging  to  the  Supply  was  feized  with  it,  and  died ;  but  its 
baneful  effeds  were  not  experienced  by  any  white  perfon  of  the  fettle* 
ment,  although  there  were  feveral  very  .young  children  in  it  at  the 
time* 

It  had  been  greatly  feared,  from  the  firft  introdudion  of  the  boy 
and  girl  into  the  fettlement,  that  the  native  who  had  been  fome  time 
there,  and  whofe  attention  to  them  during  their  illnefs  excited  the  ad« 
miration  of  every  one  that  witnefTed  it,  would  take  the  diforder ;  as  on 
bis  perfon  were  found  none  of  thofe  traces  of  its  ravages  which  are 
frequently  left  behind.  It  happened  as  had  been  predidled ;  he  fell 
a  viaim  to  the  difeafe  in  eight  days  after  he  was  feized  with  it^ 

to 
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to  the  infinite  regret  of  every  one  who  had  witnefl*ed  how  little 
of  the  favage  was  found  in  his  manner,  and  how  quickly  he  was 
fubftituting  in  its  place  a  docile,  affablei  and  truly  amiable  de-* 
portment. 

After  an  abfence  of  feven  months  and  fix  days,  to  the  great  fatif* 
fadion  of  every  one,  about  five  in  the  evening  on  the  6th  of  May, 
His  Majefly's  fhip  Sirius  anchored  in  the  Cove  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Captain  Hunter  failed  from  that  port  on  the  2d  of 
Odober  1788,  and,  during  the  fpace  which  had  elapfed  between  hig 
departure  and  return,  had  circumnavigated  the  globe«  He  made  his 
paflage  by  Cape  Horn,  arriving  on  the  2d  of  January  1787,  from 
which  place  he  failed  on  the  20th  of  the  following  month.  Off  the 
fouthera  extremity  of  this  country  the  Sirius  met  with  a  gale  of 
wind,  when  fo  clofe  in  with  the  land  that  it  was  fome  time  doubtful 
whether  ihe  would  clear  it.  In  this  gale  fhe  received  confiderable  da« 
mage ;  the  head  of  the  fhip  was  torn  from  the  cutwater,  and  ihe  was 
afterwards  found  to  have  been  very  much  weakened. 

The  Sirius  brought  one  hundred  and  twenty«feven  thoufand  weight 
of  flour  for  the  fettlement,  and  a  twelvemonth's  provifions  for  her 
ihip's  company ;  but  this  fupply  was  not  yery  Mattering,  as  the  Ihort 
fpace  of  four  months,  at  a  full  ration,  would  exhaufl  it.  It  was, 
however,  very  welcome,  and  her  return  feemed  to  have  gladdened 
every  heart.  Eager  were  their  inquiries  after  intelligence  from  that 
country  from  which  they  had  been  now  two  years  divided,  and  to 
whofe  tranfadions  they  had  during  that  time  been  entire  flrangers. 

With  joy,  mingled  with  concern  that  they  were  not  perfonal  Iharers 
in  the  triumph,  did  they  hear  of  their  country's  fuccefsful  efforts  in 
the  caufe  of  the  Stadtholder,  and  of  the  noble  armaments  which  the 
King  of  England  had  fitted  out  to  fupport  it.  They  trufled,  how- 
ever, that  while  differently  employed,  their  views  were  flill  direded 
to  the  fame  objed^ ;  for  though  labouring  at  a  diflance,  and  in  aa 
liumbler  fcene,  yet  the  good,  the  glory,  and  the  aggrandifement  of 
their  country,  were  prime  conliderations  with  thenu   And  why  ihould 
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the  cdonifts  af  New  Soath  Waka  be  denied  the  merit  of  endeavour^ 
ing  to  promote  them,  by  eftabliflimg  civilization  in  the  favage  world ; 
by  animating  the  children  of  idlenefs  and  rice  to  habits  of  laborious 
and  honcft  induftry  j  and  by  Ihewingthe  world  that  to  Englilhmcn  no 
difficukies  arc  infupcrable  ?  ^ 

A  Dutch  (hip,  bound  for  Europe,  failing  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Captain  Hunter  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  forwarding  the 
difpatches  with  which  he  had  been  charged  by  Governor  Phillip.  He 
was  informed  by  the  mafter  of  the  Harpy  Whaler,  who  put  inta 
Table  Bay,  that  in  England  there  had  been  a  general  anxiety  to  hear 
of  the  fafipty  and  arrival  of  the  adventurers  at  their  deftincd  haven^ 
and  that  government  only  waited  for  this  aflurance  to  fend  out  other 
ihips.  Of  thefe  accounts  it  was  hoped  that  minifters  had  been  fome 
time  in  poffeffion,  and  that  in  confequence  fupplies  were  at  this  hour 
oh  their  parage  to  New  South  Wales. 

From  the  f^pttlement  on  Rofe  Hill,  early  in  the  month  of  May ^  two 
foldiers  of  the  detachment  doing  duty  there  were  reported  to  be 
mifling.  It  was  foppofed  that  they  muft  have  loft  their  way  in  fome  of 
the  thick  and  almoft  impenetrable  bruihes  which  were  id  the  vicinity 
of  Rofc  Hill,  and  had  there  periflied  miferably.  They  h^d  gone  in 
fearch  of  the  fweet  tea  plant  already  mentioned :  probably,  whea 
they  refigned  themfelves  to  the  fate  which  they  could  not  avoid,  op- 
prefled  with  hunger,  and  unable  to  wander  farther,  they -might  have 
been  but  a  fhort  diftance  from  the  relief  which  they  fo  eai-neftly 
fought.  A  dog  that  was  known  to  have  left  the  fettlement  with  them 
reached  Rofe  Hill,  almoft  famifhed,  nine  days  after  they  had  left  it. 
The  extfeme  danger  attendant  on  a  man's  gOing  beyond  the  bounds 
ef  his  knowledge  in  the  forefts  of  an  unfettled  country  could  nowhere 
be  moie  demonftrable  than  in  this.  To  the  weftward  was  an  immenfe^ 
©pen  track  before  him,  in  which,  if  Vrtbefriended-  by  either  fun  or 
tnoon,  he  might  wander  uritil  life  were  at  an  end.  <  ^Moft  of  the  arm^s 
which  extended  into  the  country  from  Port  Jackfon,  and  the  harbour 
en  each  (idedf  Port  Jackfon,  were  of  gveat  lengthy  and  to  round  them 
♦  ^  without 
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without  a  ocrtaui  and  daily  fupply  of  provifions  was  impoflible. 
Many  of  tbefe  arms,  when  viewed*  from  the  water,  ftruck  the  be- 
holders with  horror  at  the  bare  idea  of  being  loft  in  them;  as, 
from  the  great  fimilarity  of  one  cove  to  another,  the  recolledion 
would  be  bewildered  in  attempting  to  determine  any  relative  fitu- 
ation.  It  is  eertain,  that,  if  deftroyed  by  no  other  means,  iufanity 
would  accelerate  the  miferable  end  that  muft  enfuc. 

To  guard  as  much  as  poflible  againft  thefe  accidents,  every  meafure 
which  could  be  fuggefted  was  adopted.  A  ihort  time  after  the  fettle* 
ment  was  eftabliflied  at  Rofe  Hill,  the  Governor  went  out  with  fomd 
people  in  aidircftion  due  South,  and  caufed  a  vifible  path  to  be  made;, 
that  if  any  perfon  who  had  ftrayed  beyond  his  own  marks  for  re-r 
turning,  and  knew  not  where  he  was,  ihould  crofs  upon  this  path,  he* 
might  by  following  it  have  a  chance  of  reaching  the  fettlementi  and 
orders  were  repeatedly  given  to  prohibit  ftraggling  beyond  the  Umits' 
which  were  marked  and  known. 

The  weather  during  the  latttt  part  of  May  had  heen  cold  j  not-^ 
withftanding  which,  a  turtle  was  feen  in  the  harbour. 

The  4th  of  June  was  the  fecond  anniverfary  of  His  Majefty's- 
birth-day  commemorated  in  this  couritry,  and  was  obferved  with 
every  diftinftion  in  the  power  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  xjf  Port, 
Jackfon.  The  Governor  received  the  compliments  due  to  the  day 
in  his  new  hoiife,  of  which  he  had  lately  taken  pofleiTion  as  the 
government-houfe  of  the  colony,  where  his  Excellency  afterwards 
entertained  the  officers  at  dinner,  and  in  the  evening  fome  of  the 
convids  were  permitted  to ,  perform  Farquhar's  Comedy  of  the  Re- 
cruiting Officer,  in  a  hut  fitted  up  for  the  occafion.  They  profefled 
no  higher  aim  than  **  humbly  to  excite  a  fmile,''  and  their  efforts  to 
pleafe  were  not  unattended  with  applaufe. 

The  Governor,  deeming  an  increafe  of  the  military  force  of  Not* 
folk  Ifland  neceffary,  difpatched  a  lieutenant  with  fourteen  privates 
from  the  detachment  of  marines,  in  the  Supply,  for  that,  purpofe, 
This  veffel,  oa  hec  returnfrom  Norfolk  liland,  was  to  cruife  for.  the 
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ihoal  feen  by  Mr.  Blackburn,  and  like^ife  an  ifland  and  a  (hoal  feeo 
by  Lkotcnant  Shortland  ;  all  of  which,  if  the  obfervations  of  both 
officers  were  equally  corred,  would,  it  was  fuppofed,  be  found  con- 
tiguous to  each  othen  Lieutenant  Ball  was  directed  to  land  upon  the 
ifland,  if  landing  fhould  be  found  pradicable ;  and  to  determine,  if 
he  could,  the  extent  and  fituation  of  the  fhoals. 

On  thefe  fervices  the  Supply  failed  on  the  6th  of  the  month,  on 
which  day  the  Governor  fet  off  with  a  party  on  a  fecond  excurfion  to 
Broken  Bay,  in  the  hope  of  being  able,  from  the  head  of  that  har- 
bour, to  reach  the  mountains  inland.  His  Excellency  returned  to  the 
fettlement  on  the  evening  of  the  i6th,  having  difcovereda  capacious 
fre(h- water  river  emptying  itfelf  into  Broken  Bay  and  extending  to 
the  weftward.  He  was  compelled  to  return  without  tracing  it  to  its 
fource,  not  having  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  with  him ;  but 
immediately  made  the  neceffaty  preparations  for  going  back  to  fini(h 
his  examination  of  it ;  and  fet  off  on  that  defign  with  an  increafed 
party,  and  provifions  for  twenty-one  days,  on  Monday  the  29th. 

The  Sirius  had,  in  the  gale  of  wind  which  (he  met  with  off  TaC- 
man's  Head,  fuftained  much  more  damage,  and  was,  upon  infpec- 
tion,  found  to  have  been  weakened  much  more  than  was  at  firft  con« 
jedlured.  This  was  the  greater  misfortune,  as,  from  the  nature  of 
the  fituation,  many  important  fervices  were  yet  to  be  rendered  by  her 
to  the  colony.  It  became,  therefore,  a  matter  of  public  concern  to' 
have  her  damages  repaired  and  the  fhip  ftrengthened  as  expeditioiifly 
and  efficacioufly  as  their  abilities  would  admit.  She  accordingly  drop- 
ped down  to  the  careening  cove  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month. 

The  gang  employed  at  the  brick  fields  had  hitherto  only  made  ten 
thoufand  bricks  in  a  month.  A  kiln  was  now  conflru£ted  in  which 
thirty  thoufand  might  be  burnt  off  in  the  fame  time;  which  number 
the  overfeer  engaged  to  deliven 

On  July  the  14th  the  Governor  returned  from  his  fecond  vifit  to 
the  river,  which  he  named  the  Hawkefbury,  in  honour  of  the  noble 
lord  of  that  name.     He  traced  the  river  a  confidcrable  diflance  to  the 

weflward, 
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weftward)  and  was  impeded  in  his  farther  progrefs  by  a  {hallow  which 
he  met  with  a  fhort  diftance  above  the  hill  formerly  feen,  and  then 
named  by  him  Richmond  Hill,  to  the  foot  of  which  the  courfe  of 
the  Hawkelbury  condudied  him  and  his  party.  They  were  deterred 
from  remaining  any  time  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river,  as  they  per- 
ceived evident  traces  of  the  frelhes  having  rifen  to  the  height  of  from 
twenty  to  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  They  reprefented 
the  windings  of  the  river  as  beautiful  and  pidurefque,  and  toward 
Richmond  Hill  the  face  of  the  country  appeared  more  level  and  open 
than  in  any  other  part.  The  vaft  inundations,  which  had  left  fuch  to* 
kens  behind  them  of  the  height  to  which  they  fwell  the  river,  feemed 
rather  unfavourable  to  the  purpofe  of  fettling  near  the  banks,  which 
otherwife  would  have  been  convenient  and  defirable,  the  advantages 
attending  the  occupation  of  an  allotment  of  land  on  the  margin  of  a 
frefh-water  river  being  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  fituatiom  The 
foil  on  the  banks  of  the  river  was  judged  to  be  light ;  what  it 
was  farther  inland  could  not  be  determined  with  any  certainty,  as  the 
travellers  did  not  penetrate  to  any  diftance,  except  at  Richmond  Hill^ 
where  the  foil  appeared  to  be  lefs  mixed  with  fand  than  that  on  the 
branches. 

On  vifiting  the  fettlement  of  Rofe  Hill,  the  convids  were  all  found 
refiding  in  very  good  huts,  apparently  under  proper  regulations,  and 
encouraged  to  work  in  the  gardens,  which  they  had  permifHon  to  cul- 
tivate during  fuch  hours  as  were  not  dedicated  to  public  labour.  A 
barrack  for  the  foldiers  was  ereded  in  the  fmall  redoubt  which  had 
been  conftrufked,  and  in  which  alfo  ftood  the  provifion  ftore.  Some 
ground  had  been  opened  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ftream  of  water 
which  ran  into  the  creek,  where  a  fmall  houfe  had  been  built  for  the 
fuperintendant,  under  whofe  chtirge  were  to  be  placed  a  barn  and 
granaries,  in  which  the  produce  of  the  ground  then  filling  with  wheat 
and  barley  was  to  be  depofited.  The  people  of  all  defcriptions  con- 
tinued very  healthy  ;  and  the  falubrity  of  the  climate  rendered  medi- 
cine of  little  ufe.  . 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  little  more  than  two.  years  had  elapfed  fincc  their 
departure  from  England,  feveral  convidta  about  thb  time  figniified 
that  the  refpe£tive  terms  for  which  they  had  been  tranfported  had 
expired,  and  claimed  to  be  reftored  to  the  privileges  of  free  men* 
Unfortunately,  by  fome  unaccountable  overfight,  the  papers  necef- 
fary  to  afcertain  thefe  particulars  had  been  left  by  the  matters  of  the 
tranfports  with  their  owners  in  England,  inftead  of  being  brought 
out  and  dcpoiited  in  the  colony  ;  and  as,  thus  fituated,  it  was 
equally  impoffible  to  admit  or  to  deny  the  truth  of  their  aflertion^, 
they  were  told  to  wait  until  accounts  could  be  received;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  by  continuing  to  labour  for  the  public,  they  would 
be  entitled  to  fliare  the  public  provifions  in  the  ftore.  This  was 
by  no  means  fatisfadory,  as  it  appeared  that  they  expected  an 
afTurance  from  the  Governor  of  receiving  fome  gratuity  for  employ- 
ing their  future  time  and  labour  for  the  benefit  of  the  fettlement. 
It  muft  be  aclcnowledged,  that  thefe  people  were  moft  peculiarly 
and  unpleafantly  fituated:  Confcious  in  their  own  minds  that  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  law  had  been  fulfilled  upon  them,  it  muft  have  ap^ 
peared,  and  certainly  was,  unjuft  that  they  fliould  be  compelled  to 
dp  the  duty  of  convidls,  and  be  confidered  as  fuch:  yet,  fituated  as 
the  Governor  was,  he  had  no  alternative. 

In  the  infancy  of  the  colony,  however,  but  little  was  to  be 
gained  by  their  being  reftored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free 
people;  as  no  one  was  in  poffeflion  of  fuch  abundance  as  to  afford  to 
fupport  another  independent  of  the  public  ftore.  Every  man,  there** 
fore,  muft  have  wrought  for  his  provifions ;  and  if  they  had  been 
gratified  in  their  expedation  of  being  paid  for  their  labour,  the 
price  of  provifions  would  have  been  found  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to 
any  value  that  they  could  have  fct  upon  their  time  and  labour  for 
the  public.  As  thefe  confiderations  muft  have  offered  themfelves  to 
the  notice  of  many  good  underftandings  which  were  among  them, 
it  was  conjedured,  that  the  diflatisfadlion  which  evidently  prevailed 
on  this  fubjed  was  fet  on  foot  and  fomented  by  fome  evil-defignihg 

7  fpirits 
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fpirits  and  aflbciates  in  former  iniquities.  The  Governor,  however, 
terminated  this  bufinef«  for  the  prefent,  by  dire^ing*  the  Judge- 
advocate  to  take  the  affidavits  of  fuch  perfbns  as  would  make  oath 
that  they  had  iarved  the  term  prefcribed  by  the  law,  and  by  recom- 
mending them  to  work  for  the  public  iintil  fome  information  fhould 
be  received  from  Goveranjent  on  that  headL 
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IKTELLIG^RNCB    FROM   KORFOLK    ISLANIX— POLICE    ESTABLISHED   AT  THE 
FRINCIFAH.  SETTLEB4ENT.— A    SUCCESSFUL    HAUL   OF   FI6H.— PROVISIONS 

BEGIN    TO-  FAIL.— NATIVES. A  LAUNCH.  COMPLETED. — RATS.-^RATION 

REDUCED  TJO  TWO-THIRDS. — THE  SIRIUS  RETURNS  T^  THE  COVE.— ONE 
•FHER  MATES  LOST  IN  THE  WOODS.-— THE  SUPPLY  SrAlLS  FOR  NORFOLK 
ISLAND^ — A  FEMALE  CONVICT  EXECUTED. — TWO  NATIVES  TAKEN.— 
KIBUTENANT  DA^WEs's  £XeURSF9N. — THE  SUPPL1C  RETURN^.— TRAN^ 
ACTIONS* 

AS  every  circumftance  became  of  iroportance  that  might  in  its  ten^ 
dency  forward  or  retard  the  day  whereon  the  colony  was^  to  he 
pronounced  independent  of  the  mother-country  for  provilions,  it  was. 
foon  oWcrved  with  concerny  that  hitherto  by  far  a  greater  proportion 
ef  males  than  femafes  had  been  produced  by  the  animals  which  had 
been  taken  out  for  the  purpofe  of  breeding.  This  in  any  other  fitua« 
rion  might  not  have  been  fo  particularly  noticed ;  but  here,  where  a 
country  was  to  be  ftockecT,  x  litter  of  twelve  pigs  whereof  three  only 
were  females  became  a  fubjeA  for  converiation  and  inquiry.  Out  of 
(even  kids  which,  had  been  produced  in  one  month,  one  onfy  was  a 
female ;  and  many  fimilar  inftances  had  before  occurred ;  but  no  par-- 
ticular  notice  was  attraded  until  their  frequency  rendered  them  re- 
markable. Thb  circumfiance  excited  an  anxious  care  m  every  one: 
for  the  prefcrvatioa  of  the  few  females  that  were  produced ;  and'  ncy 
perfon  entertained  an  idea  of  flaughtering  one  ef  that  fort :  indeed^ 
males  were  fo  abundant,  that  fortunately  there  was  no*  occadon. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguf!  Lieutenant  Ball  returned-from  Norfolk  Ifland^ 
and  from  an  unfuccefsful  cruife  of  nearly  fix  weeks  in  fearc^  of  the 
ifland  and  fhoals  for  which  he  ha^  beea  intruded  to  look.     He  failed 

over 
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over  the  identical  fpot  on  which  Mr.  Shortland  had  fixed  the  latitudes 
iind  longitudes  of  his  ifland  and  fhoal,  without  feeing  either,  and 
therefore  concluded  that  they  had  not  been  placed  far  enough  to  the 
northward. 

From  Norfolk  Ifland  Lieutenant  King  wrote,  that  he  had  cleared 
feventeen  acres  of  ground  upon  the  public  account,  all  of  which  were 
either  {own  or  ready  for  fowing ;  that  caterpillars  had  done  much  da- 
mage to  fomc  wheat  which  had  juft  come  up ;  and  that  he  was  ereiSt- 
tng  a  ftore-houfe  capable  of  containing  a  large  quantity  of  (lores  and 
provifions,  befides  having  made  a  vifible  road  from  Sydney  Bay  to 
Cafcade  Bay.  '  The  pine  trees,  of  the  utility  of  which  fuch  fanguine- 
liopcs  had  been  entertained,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  large  mafts 
^nd  yards,  being  (hakey  or  rotten  at  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the 
fcutt ;   the  wood  was  fo  brittle  that  it  would  not  make  a  good  oar,  and 
fo  porous  that  the  water  foaked  through  the  planks  of  a  boat  which 
had  been  built  of  it.     Mr.  King  alfo  lamented  their  ignorance  of  the 
proper  mode  of  preparing  the  flax  plant,  which  rendered  it  ufelefs  to 
them,     A  fingle  pod  of  cotton  had  been  found  on  the  iflartd,  and  a 
tree  had  been  difcovered,  the  bark  of  which  was  fl:rong,  and  of  a  tex-* 
ttire  like  cotton.     A  fpecies  of  Wrd  had  alfo  been  met  with  which  bur- 
rowed in  the  ground,  and  had  been  feen  in  fuch  numbers  about  the 
fummit  of  Mount  Pitt,  the  higheft  hill  in  the  ifland,  that  they  were 
contemplated  as  a  refource  in  any  future  feafon  of  diftrefs,  fliould  they 
be  found  to  vifit  the  ifland  at  ftated  periods,  and  to  depofit  their  eggs 
on  k.     Mr.  Kihg  fpoke  well  of  the  general  behaviour  of  the  fubjedts 
of  his  little  government  fmce  the  detedion  of  their  late  Icheme  to 
overturn  it. 

From  the  frequent  commiflion  of  offences  in  this  fettlement  and  at 
Rofe  Hill,  a  favourable  report  could  not  be  given  t)f  the  conduit  of 
tke  coaviftsf  it  appeared  abiblutely  neceflfary  to  devife  fome  plan- 
vf hich  might  put  a  ftop  to  their  nightly  enormities ;  and  the  firft  at- 
tempt toward  a  police  was  commenced  by  eftablifliing  a  night-watch.  ^ 
The  following  are  the  heads,  of  the  plan: 

K  2  The 
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The  fettlemcnt  was  divided  into  four  diftri<Sls»  over  each  of  which 
was  placed  a  watch  of  three  perfons,  one  principal  and  two  fubordir. 
nate  watchmen,  Thefe,  being  feledlcd  from  among  thofe  convidia 
whofe  condud):  and  character  had  been  unexceptionable  fince  their 
landing,  were  veiled  with  authority  to  patrole  at  all  hours  in  the 
night,  to  vifit  fuch  places  as  might  be  deemed  requifite  for  the  di& 
covery  of  any  felony,  trefpafs,  or  mifdemeanor,  and  to  fecure  all  per- 
fons  that  might  appear  to  be  concerned  therein.  They  were  required 
to  detain  and  give  information  to  the  neareft  guard-houie  of  any  fol- 
dier  or  feaman  who  fhould  be  found  ilraggling  after  the  tattoo  had 
been  bea*.  They  were  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  trace  out 
offenders  on  receiving  accounts  of  any  depredation }  and  they  were 
fikewlfe  to  take  cognizance  of  fuch  convids  as  gamed,  or  fold  or  bar-^ 
lered  their  flops  or  provifions,  and  report  them  for  puni(hment.  A 
retura  of  all  occurrences  was  to  be  made  to  the  Judge-advocate;  and 
the  military  were  required  to  fumifli  the  watch  with  any  afCftance  of 
which  they  might  be  in  need  beyond  what  the  civil  power  could  give 
them.  They  were  provided  each  with  a  (hort  ftaflf  to  diilinguilh  them 
during  the  night,  and  to  denote  their  office  in  the  colony^  and  were 
aiTured  that  any  negligence  or  mifcondudt  in  the  executioa  of  their 
truft  would  be  punifhed  with  the  atmoft  rigour. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  neceflity  had  compelled  the  Go^ 
irernor,  in  feleding  the  firil  members  of  thi&  little  police,  to  appoint 
them  from  a  body  of  men  in  whofe  eyes,  it  could  not  be  dc- 
nied^  the  property  of  individuate  had  never  before  been  facred  But. 
there  was  not  any  choice. 

The  Sirius,  on  being  elofely  infpefted,  was  found  to  be  fo  much 
weakened,,  that  the  repairs  which  were  requifite  would  require  the 
labour  of  fix  months.  This  was  unfortunate  j  the  refource«  of  a 
kingVyard  were  laot  ta  be  found  in  a  CMeening-cove  at  Port  Jack- 
fon ;  people  who.  looked  forward  beyond  the  event  of  the  morrow  be- 
gaa  ta  think  that  her  fervices  might  be  wanted  before  (he  could  be 
In  a.  conditioato  render  them;  and  it  was  coofidered  a  matter  of 

4-  the 


»789-]  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES-  $9 

the  utmoft  moment,  to  beftow  the  labour  that  (he  required  in  as 
little  time  and  with  as  much  (kill  as  the  circumftaaces  of  their  fitu« 
ation  would  admit. 

Such  attentions  as  were  in  the  power  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  co- 
lony were  fliewn  to  the  anniverfary  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  birth^day  ;  and  although  the  table  of  their  feftivity  was  not 
crowded  with  luxuries  or  delicacies,  yet  the  glafs  that  was  confecrated 
on  that  occafion  to  his  Royal  Highnefs's  name  was,  perhaps,  in  no 
part  of  the  Britifli  dominions  accompanied  with  more  fmcere  wifhea 
for  his  happinefs. 

On  the  4th  of  September  the  people  belonging  to  the  Supply  had  a 
very  large  haul  of  fi(h  ;  their  feine  was  fo  full,  that  had  they  hauled 
it  on  (hore  it  muft  have  burft;  the  ropes  of  it  were  therefore  made 
fad  on  fhore,  and  the  feine  was  fufiered  to  lie  until  it  was  left  dry 
by  the  tide.  The  fifli  were  brought  up  to  the  fettlement  and  diftri- 
buted  among  the  military  and  convifts.  A  night  or  two  after  this, 
a  fifhing-boat  caught  about  one  hundred  dozen  of  fmall  fifli ;  but  this 
was  precarious,  and,  happening  after  the  provifions  were  ferved,  no 
other  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the  circumftance^  than  that  of 
every  man's  having  a  fifh  meal. 

On  the  icth,  the  butter,  which  had  been  ferved  at  fix  ounces  per 
week  to  each  man  in  the  fettlement,  being  expended,  the  like  quan-» 
tity  of  fugar  was  directed  to  be  iffued  in  its  ftead.  This  was  the  firft 
of  the  provifions  brought  from  England  which  had  wholly  failed ;  and, 
fortunately,  the  failure  was  in  an  article  which  could  be  the  heft 
fpared  It  never  had  been  very  good,  and  was  not,  ilridly  fpeak-* 
ing,  a  neceflary  of  life. 

Captain  Hunter,  unwilling  to  lofe  any  opportunity  of  rendering  a 
iervice  to  the  colony,  while  the  repairs  of  his  Ihip  were  going  on, 
Purveyed  the  two  adjoining  harbours  of  Brokea  Bay  and  Botany  Bay ; 
and  corred  charts  were  thus  obtained  of  thefe  two  harbours,  fo  admi- 
xably  fituated  with  relation  to  Port  Jackfon. 

The 
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The  natives,  who  had  for  fome  time  paft  gtvea  very  little  interrup-i 
tion,  toward  the  end  of  the  month  attacked  one  of  the  quarter* 
makers  of  the  Sinus,  who,  being  reckoned  a  good  (hot,  was  allowed 
lo  (hoot  for  the  officers  and  (hip's  company.  His  account  was,  that, 
being  in  the  woods,  a  done  was  thrown  at  him  from  one  of  the  two 
natives  whom  he  perceived  behind  him,  and  that  on  looking  about  he 
found  difperfed  among  the  trees  a  number  that  could  not  be  lefs  than 
forty.  Wiftiing  to  intimidate  them,  he  feveral  times  only  prefented 
his  piece  toward  them ;  but,  finding  that  they  followed  him,  he  at 
laft  gave  ihem  the  contents,  which  happened  to  be  fmall  (hot  for  birds. 
Thefe  he  replaced  with  buckfhot,  and  got  rid  of  his  troublefome  and 
defigning  followers  by  difcharging  his  piece  a  fecond  time.  They  aU 
made  off;  but  fome  of  them  ftumbling  as  they  ran,  he  apprehended 
they  had  been  wounded.  This  account  met  with  more  credit  than 
could  ufually  be  allowed  to  fuch  tales,  as  the  perfon  who  gave  it  was 
held  in  great  eftimation  by  the  officers  of  his  (hip,  both  as  a  man  and 
as  a  feaman. 

Mr.  Palmer,  the  purfer  of  the  Sirius,  having  occafion  to  cut  tim* 
ber  in  a  rove  down  the  harbour,  was  viHted  by  fome  natives,  who 
took  an  opportunity  of  concealing  two  of  his  axes  in  the  bufhes.  On 
bis  miffing  the  implements,  the  natives  went  off  in  fome  confterna- 
tion,  leaving  two  children  behind  them,  whom  Mr.  Palmer  detained; 
and  would  have  brought  up  to  the  fettlement,  had  not  their  friends 
ranfomed  them  with  the  property  that  had  been  ftolen. 

At  Rofe  Hill,  where  the  corn  promifed  well,  an  emu  had  beea 
killed,  which  flood  ^vtn  feet  high,  was  a  female,  and  when  opened 
was  found  to  contain  exadkly  fifty  eggs. 

The  launch  that  was  begun  in  May  by  the  carpenter  of  the  Supply, 
being  completed,  was  put  into  the  water  on  the  ^tb  of  OAober.  From, 
the  quantity  of  wood  ufed  in  her  conftru&ion,  ihe  appeared  to  be  ,& 
mere  bed  of  timber;  and,  when  launched,  was  named  by  the  convidsy 
with  a  felicity  that  is  fometimes  vifible  in  the  allufions  of  the  lowec 
ojdpr  of  people,  The  Rofe  Hill  Packet :  but  ihe  was  afterwards  better 

known 
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known  by  the  title  of  The  Lump,  a  term  ftill  more  appropriate,  being 
ftridly  applicable  ta  her  fize  and  conftrudion.  She  was  very  foon 
employed  in  traofporting  provifions  to  Rofe  Hill ;  and  going  up  with 
the  tide  of  flood»  at  the  top  of  high  water,  (he  pafled  very  well  over 
die  flats  at  tb^e  upper  pait  of  the  harbour. 

Their  o|d  eoefnies  the  rat$>  who  worked  unfeen,  and  attacked  them 
where  they  were  moft  vulnerable,  being  again  obferved  in  numbers 
about  the  provifion  (lore,  the  commiflary  caufed  the  provifions  to  be 
OK>ved  out  of  one  (lore  into  another ;  for,  alas  I  at  this  period  they 
could  be  all  contained  in  one.  Thefe  pernicious  vermin  were  found  to 
be  very  numerous,  and  the  damage  that  they  had  done  was  much  greater 
than  the  date  of  the  (lores  would  admit.  From  the  (lore;  fuch  as' 
efcaped  the  hunger  of  the  different  dogs  that  were  turned  loofc 
upon  them  flew  to  the  gardens  of  individuals,  where  they  rioted 
upon  the  Indian  corn  which  was  growing,  and  did  conflderable 
aufchiefl 

Of  the  few  people  who  died  in  October,  (one  foldier,  three  womeo^ 
and  a  child,)  one  was  an  unhappy  woman  who  had  been  fent  on 
bo^d  in  a  flate.  of  in(anity,  and  who  had  remained  in  that  condi* 
tion,  until  the  day  of  her  death ;  another  died  in  child-bed ;  and  the 
foldier  was  carried  Off  by  a  diforder  which  he  brought  with  him  into 
the  country.  Thefe  circumdances  tended  to  eftabli(h  jhe  gpod  opi- 
nion, which  was  at  firfl;  formed  of  the  falubrlty  of  the  climate  of 
New  South  AVales* 

The  month  of  November  opened  with  a  ferious,  but  prudent  and 
neceffary  alteration  in  our  provifions.  The  ration  which  had  hitherto 
been  iffued  was,  on  the  fird  of  the  month,  reduced  to  two-thirds  of 
every  fpecies;  fpirits  excepted,  which  continued  as  ufual.  This  mea- 
fure  was  calculated  to  guard  againd  accidents  y  and  the  neceflity  of  it 
was  obvious  to  every  one,  from  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  time 
when  a  fupply  might  arrive  from  England,  and  from  the  lofles  which 
had  been  and  dill  were  occafioned  by  rats.  Two  years'  provifions 
were  landed  with  them  in  the  colony:  they  had  been  within  twc. 

months 
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months  of  that  time  difembarked,  and  the  public  ftore  had  been  aided 
only  by  a  fmall  furplu8  of  the  provifions  which  remained  of  what  had 
been  furnifhed  by  the  contrador  for  the  paflage,  and  the  fupply  of 
four  months  flour  which  had  been  received  by  the  Sirius  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  All  this  did  not  produce  fuch  an  abundance 
as  would  juftify  any  longer  continuance  of  the  full  ration ;  and,  al-* 
.  though  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  as  they  had  not  hitherteJ  received 
any  fupplies^  that  (hips  would  arrive  before  their  prefent.ftock  was- 
exhaufted ;  yet,  if  the  period  of  diftrefs  (hould  ever  arrive,  the  con- 
kioufnefs  that  they  had  early  forefeen  and  ftrove  to  guard  againft  it 
would  certainly  foften  the  bitterncfs  of  their  refledions;  and, 
guarding  thus  againft  the  worft,  that  worft  providentially  might  ne- 
ver happen.  The  Qovernor,  whofe  humanity  was  at  all  times  con- 
Ipicuous,  dircded  that  no  alteration  (hould  be  made  in  the  ration  to 
be  iffued  to  the  women*  They  were  already  upon  two-thirds  of  the 
man's  allowance  ;  and  many  of  them  either  had  children  who  could 
very  well  have  eaten  their  own  and  part  of  the  mother's  ration,  or 
they  had  children  at  the  breaft ;  and  although  they  did  not  labour, 
yet  their  appetites  were  never  fo  delicate  as  to  have  found  the  full 
ration  too  much,  had  it  been  iflfued  to  them.  The  fliips*  companies 
of  the  Sirius  and  Supply  fufTered  the  fame  redudion. 

Thus  opened  the  month  of  November  in  this  fettlement;  where,' 
though  they  had  not  the  accompanying  gloom  and  vapour  of  their 
own  climate  to  render  it  terrific  to  their  minds,  yet  they  had  that 
before  them  in  the  midft  of  all  their  funlhlne,  which  gave  it  the  com- 
plexibn  of  the  true  November  fo  inimical  to  their  countrymen. 

It  was  foon  obferved,  that  of  the  provifions  iflfued  at  this  ration 
on  the  Saturday,  the  major  part  of  the  convids  had  none  left  on  the 
Tuefday  night ;  it  was  therefore  ordered,  that  the  provifions  (hould 
be  ferved  in  future  on  Satirrdays  and  Wednefdays.  By  thefe  means, 
the  days  which  would  otherwife  pafs  in  hunger,  or  in  thieving  from 
the  few  who  were  more  provident,  would  be  divided,  and  the  people 
themfelves  be  more  able  to  perform  iht  labour  which  was  required 

from 
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from  them*     Overfeers  and  married  men  ^ere  not  Inckded  In  this 
order. 

On  the  7th,  Captain  Hunter  brought  the  Sirius  into  the  cove  com- 
pletely repaired,  and  (he  was  now  in  every  refpedl  fit  for  fea.  Pre- 
vious to  her  quitting  the  careening  cove,  Mr.  Hill,  one  of  the  maf- 
ter's  mates,  having  had  fome  bufinefs  at  ISydney,  was  landed  on  his 
return  early  in  the  morning  on  the  , North  fliore,  oppofitc  Sydney 
Cove,  from  which  the  walk  to  the  (hip  was  fliort ;  but  he  was  never 
afterwards  heard  of.  Parties  were  fent  day  after  day  in  queft  of  him. 
Guns  were  fired  from  the  Sirius  every  four  hours,  night  and  day^ 
but  without  efiedJ:.  He  had  met  with  fome  fatal  accident,  which^ 
deprived  a  wife  of  the  pleafurable  profpeA  of  ever  feeiixg  him  return 
to  her  and  to  his  friends.  He  had  once  before  miflTed  his  way ;  and 
it  was  reported,  when  his  lofs  was  confirmed,  that  he  declared  on  the 
fittal  morning,  when  ftepping  out  of  the  boat,  that  he  expedked  M 
lofe  himfelf  again  for  a  day  or  two.  His  conjedure  was  more  than 
confirmed  j  he  loft  himfelf  for  ever,  and  thus  added  one  to  the  num* 
ber  of  thofe  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  perifhcd  in  the  woods  of  this 
country.  ' 

On  the  I  ith,  the  Supply  (ailed  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  having  on  board 
fourteen  male  and  female  convids  for  that  colony.  She  was  to  ftop 
at  Lord  Howe  Ifland,  to  endeavour  to  procure  turtle  for  this  fettle- 
ment^  a  fupply  of  which,  in  its  prefent  fituation,  would  have  been 
welcomed,  not  as  a  luxury,  but  as  a  neccffary  of  life. 

The  night-watch  was  found  of  infinite  utility.  The  commiffion 
of  crimes,  fince  their  inftitution,  had  been  evidently  left  frequent,  and 
they  were  inftrumental  in  bringing  forward  for  punifhment  feveral 
offenders  who  would  otherwife  have  efcaped.  ,  The  fear  and  detefta* 
don  in  which  they  w«re  held  by  theit  fellow-prifoners  was  one  proof 
of  their  afliduity;  and  it  pofltbly  might  have  been  afferted  with  truth, 
that  many  ftreets  in  the  metropolis  of  London  were  not  fo  well 
guarded  and  watched  as  the  fmall,  but  rifiu^  town  of  Sydney,  in 
New  South  Wales. 

h  The 
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The  fummer  was  obferved  to  be  the  chief  feafon  of  fifli*  A  fifli* 
ing  boat  belonging  to  the  colony  had  fo  many  fifli  in  the  feine, 
that,  had  it  not  burft  at  the  moment  of  landing,  it  was  imagined  that 
a  fufEciency  would  have  been  taken  to  have  ferved  the  fettlement  foff 
a  day  ;  as  it  was,  a  very  confiderable  quantity  was  brought  in  ;  and 
not  long  after  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Sirius  caught  feven-and-forty 
of  the  large  fi(h,  which  obtained  among  them  the  appellation  of 
Light  Horfemen,  from  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the  bone  of  the 
head,  wliich  gave  the  fifli  the  appearance  of  having  a  light  horfe- 
man's  helmet. 

The  Governor,  after  the  death  of  the  native  who  was  carried  off 
by  the  fmalUpox,  never  had  loft  fight  of  a  determination  to  procure 
another  with  the  firft  favourable  opportunity.  A  boat  had  feveral 
times  gone  down  the  harbour  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  without  fucceed- 
ing,  until  the  25th  of  this  month,  when  the  firft  lieutenant  of  the 
Sirius,  accompanied  by  the  mafter,  fortunately  fecured  two  natives, 
both  men,  and  took,  them  up  to  the  fettlement.  Being  well  known 
to  the  children,  through  their  means  every  affurance  was  given  them 
of  their  perfe£t  fafety.  They  were  taken  up  to  the  Governpr's,  the 
place  intended  for  their  future  refidence,  where  fuch  reftraint  was 
laid  upon  their  perfons  as  was*  judged  requifitc  for  their  fccurity. 

Theaflurance^  of  fafety  which  were  given  them,  and  the  fteps  which 
were  taken  to  keep  them  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  were  not  perfectly 
fatisfadory  to  the  elder  of  the  two  j  and  he  fecretly  determined  to 
take  the  firft  opportunity  that  offered  of  giving  his  attendants  no  far- 
ther trouble  upon  his  account.  The  negligence  of  his  keeper  very 
foon  gave  him  the  opportunity  that  he  defired ;  and  he  made  hia 
efcape,.  taking  with  him  into  the  woods  the  fetter  which  had  been  ri- 
vetted  to  his  leg,  and  which  every  one  who  knew  the  circumftance 
imagined  he  would  never  be  able  to  remove.  His  companion  woufd 
have  joined  him  in  his  flight,  but  fear  detained  him  a  few  minutes  too 
fete,  and  he  was  feized  while  tremblingly  alive  to  the  joyful  profpedb 
ef  efcaping^. 

The 
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The  huts  which  were  got  up  on  the  firft  landing  of  the  colonifts 
were  flight  and  temporary ;  every  (hower  of  rain  waflied  a  portion  of 
the  clay  from  between  the  interftices  of  the  cabbage-tree  of  which  they 
were  conftrudied  j  their  covermg  was  never  tight ;  their  fize  was  ne- 
cefTarily  fmali  and  inconvenient ;  and  although  they  had  not  hitherto 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to » difcover  lime-ftone  any  where  near,  y€t  to 
occupy  a  brick  houfe  put  together  with  mortar  formed  of  the  clay  of 
the  country,  and  covered  with  tiles,  became,  in  point  of  comparative 
comfort  and  convenience,  an  obje£t  of  fome  importance. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month  the  harveft  was  got  in ;  the  ground  in 
cultivation  at  Rofe  Hill  produced  upwards  of  two  hundred  bufbels  of 
wheat,  about  thirty-five  bufliels  of  barley,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
oats  and  Indian  corn  ;  all  of  which  was  intended  to  be  referved  for 
feed.  At  Sydney,  the  fpot  of  ground  called  the  Governor's  Farm  had 
been  fown  only  with  barley^  and  produced  about  twenty-five  bufliels. 

A  knowledge  of  the  interior  parts  of  this  extenfive  country  was 
anxioufly  defired  by  every  one ;  but  the  difficulty  of  attaining  it,  and 
the  various  employments  in  which  they  had  all  been  neceflarily  en- 
gaged, had  hitherto  preveirted  any  material  refearches  being  made.r 
The  Governor  had  penetrated  to  the  weftward  as  far  as  Richmond 
Hill,  perhaps  between  fifty  and  fixty  miles  inland ;  but  beyond  that 
diftance  all  was  a  blank.  Early  in  this  month  Lieutenant  Dawes,  wuh 
a  fmall  party,  taking  with  them  juft  as  much  provifions  as  they  could 
conveniently  carry,  fet  off  on  an  attempt  to  reach  the  weftern  moun- 
tains by  and  from  the  banks  of  a  frefli  water  river,  firft  feen,  fome 
time  fince,  by  Captain  Tench,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a  branch  of  the 
Hawkefljury.  From  this  excurfion  he  returned  on  the  ninth  day, 
without  accompliftiing  his  defign,  meeting  with  nothing,  after  quit- 
ting the  river,  but  ravines  that  were  nearly  inacceflfible.  He  had,  not-* 
withftanding  the  danger  and  difliculty  *of  getting  on  through  fuch  a 
country,  reached  within  eleven  miles  of  the  mountains,  by  compu- 
tation. During  his  toilfome  march  he  met  with  nothing  very  remark- 
able, except  the  impreflions  of  the  cloven  feet  of  an  animal  differing 
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from  other  cloven  feet  by  the  great  width  of  the  divifron  in  each.   He 
was  not  fortunate  enough  to  fee  the  animal  that  had  made  them. 

In  this  journey  Lieutenant  Dawes'^s  line  of  march,  unfortunately 
and  unpleafantly  for  hrm,  happened  to  lie,  nearly  from  hisfetting  out, ' 
acrofs  a  line  of  high  and  fteep  rocky  pfecipices,  which  required  much 
caution  in  defcending,  as  well  ad  labour  in  afcending*  Ferhaps  aa 
open  country,  which  might  have  led  him  readily  and  conveniently  to 
the  point  whicb  he  propded  to  attain,  was  lying  at  no  great  dift'ance 
from  him  either  to  his  right  or  left.  To  feefc  for  that,  however,  might 
have  required*  more  time  than  his  dock  of  provifions  wouh|  have  ad- 
mitted }  and  he  was  compelled  to  return  through  the  fame  unprofit- 
able country  which  he  had  paSed. 

On  the  2ift  of  December,  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland, 
having  been  abfent  fix  weeks.  Lieutenant  King  wrote^  that  he  ex- 
pefted  his  harveft  would  produce  from  four  to  fix  months*  flour  for 
all  his  inhatntants,  exclufive  of  a  referve  of  double  feed  for  twenty 
»cres  of  ground.  Befides  thiS'  promifing  appearance,  he  bad  ten  acres 
ki  cultivation  witb  Indian  corn,,  which  looked  very  well.  His  gar^ 
dens  had  fu&red  much  by  the  grub-worm  and  from  a  want  of  rAi% 
of  which  they  had  had  fcarcely  any  fince  the  23d  of  September.  The 
ground  which  .was  cleared  for  the  Crown  amounted  to  about  twenty- 
eight  ^eres,  and  he  was  bufied  in  preparations  for  building  a  redoubt 
en  an  eminence  named  by  him  Mount  George. 

The  Supply,,  in  her  vifit  at  Lord  Howe  Iffand,  turned  eighteen 
turtle  I  feveral  of  which,^  unhickily^  dying  before  flie  reached  Norfolk 
Mand,  Ihe  could  leave  only  four  there,  and  but  three  furvived^  the 
fliort  voyage  from  thence  to  Port  Jackfon. 

The  working  convifts  at  Sydney  had  lately  hecvt  principally  em- 
ployed in  conftru£ling  two  convenient  kitchens  and  ovens  for  the  ufe 
of  the  detachment,,  adjoining,  to  the  quarters ;  building  a  houfe  for 
the  Judge-advocate ;.  forming  roads  either  in  or  leading  to  the  town;, 
and  removing  the  provifions  from  the  old  thatched  ftorehoufe  to  that 
in  the  marine  quarters^  which,,  being  covered  with,  tiles,  was  not  {o 
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fiaWe  to  an  accideitf  by  fire,  nor  likely  to  prove  fo  great  an  harbour 
for  rats,  to  guard  againft  whom  it  had  become  necefllary  to  tals;e  aa 
many  precautions  as  againft  any  other  enemy.  They,  however,  de- 
feated every  care,  by  working  under  ground  to  get  in ;  and  48  it  was- 
now  a  matter  of  much  moment  to  preferve  every  ounce  of  provifion& 
that  belonged  to  us,  they  were  all  takea  out  and  re-ftowed  with  an  at- 
tention fuitable  to  their  important  value. 

Numberlefs  thefts  and  depredations  were  at  this  time  committed^ 
particularly  on  the  wheat  as  it  ripened;  this  was  generally  attributed' 
to  the  redudion  which  had  taken  place  in  the  ration  of  provifions  ^ 
and  every  one  dreaded  how  much  the  commifEon  of  them  might  be 
increafed,  if  accident  or  delay  fhould  render  a  greater  redudioa  ne<<^ 
celTary. 
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CHAP.    V. 

THE  SUPPLY  SAILS  AGAIN  FOR  NORFOLK  ISLAND. — A  PLEASING  DELUSION. 
— EXTRAORDINARY  DRAUGHT  OF  FISH. — THE  SUPPLY  RETURNS  FROM 
NORFOLK  ISLAND. — A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  SETTLERS  SENT  THITHER  ON 
BOARD  THE  SIRIUS  AND  SUPPLY. — HEAVY  RAINS.— SCARCITY  OF  PRO- 
VISIONS INCREASING  TO  AN  ALARMING  DEGREE. — NEWS  BROUGHT  OF 
THE  LOSS  OF  THE  SIRIUS. ALLOWANCE  OF  PROVISIONS  STILL  LOWER  RE- 
DUCED.—THE  SUPPLY  SENT  TO  BATAVIA  FOR  RELIEF.— ROBBERIES  FRE- 
QUENT   AND  DARING.  —  ROSE  HILL. SALT,  AND  FISHING  LINlS   MADE. — 

THE    NATIVES   ESCAPE.— TRANSACTIONS, 

J^ARLY  in  January  1790,  the  Supply  failed  again  for  Norfolk 
Ifland,  with  twenty-two  male  and  two  female  convidis :  on  her 
return  fhe  was  to  touch  at  Lord  Howe  Ifland  to  procure  turtle. 

The  flour  which  had  been  brought  from  England  did  not  fervc 
much  beyond  the  beginning  of  this  month,  and  that  imported  from 
the  t^iape  now  fupplied  its  place.  Every  one  began  to  look  forward 
with  much  anxiety  to  the  arrival  of  fupplies  from  England ;  and,  as 
it  was  reafonable  to  conclude  that  every  day  might  bring  them  on  the 
coafl:,  a  fpot  proper  for  the  purpofe  being  marked  out,  a  flag-ftaflf  was 
erected  on  the  South  head  of  the  harbour,  whence,  on  the  appearance 
of  a  fliip  in  the  oflBng,  a  fignal  might  be  made,  as  well  to  convey  the 
wiftied-for  information  to  the  fettlement,  as  to  ferve  as  a  mark  for  the 
ftranger.  To  this  point  were  the  walks  of  the  inhabitants  of  Port 
Jackfon  daily  direded ;  fondly  indulging  a  pleafmg  delufion,  that  the 
very  circumftance  of  looking  out  for  a  fail  would  bring  one  into 
view. 

A  fufficient  quantity  of  fifh  having  been  taken  in  one  night,  to  ad- 
mit the  ferving  of  two  pounds  to  each  man,  woman,  and  child  be« 
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longing  to  the  detachment,  the  Governor  direfted,  that  a  boat  fliould 
m  future  be  employed  three  times  in  the  week  to  fifh  for  the  public ; 
and  that  the  whole  quantity  caught  fliould  be  ifllied  at  the  above  rate 
to  every  perfon  in  turn.  This  allowance  was  in  addition  to  the  ration 
of  provifions ;  and  was  received  with  much  fatisfadion  feveral  times 
during  the  month. 

The  bricklayers  were  now  employed  in  building  a  Difpenfary  conti- 
guous to  the  Hofpital ;  the  "medicines  and  chirurgical  inftruments 
being  much  expofed  to  damps  in  the  place  where  they  had  neceffarily 
been  kept. 

The  firft  fignal  from  the  flag-ftaffat  the  South  head  was  difptayed 
on  the  loth  of  February;  andthotlgh  every  imagination  firft  turned 
to  the  expeded  ftranger,  yet  happening  about  the  time  at  which  the 
Supply  was  expeded  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  conjedture  foon  fixed  on 
the  right  objefl: ;  and  the  temporary  fu (pence  was  put  an  end  to,  by 
word  being  brought  that  the  Supply,  unable  to  get  into  Port  Jackfon,. 
had  borne  up  for  Botany  Bay,  in  which  harbour  (he  anchored  in  the 
dufk  of  the  evening.  By  her  Lieutenant  King  wrote,  that  his  people 
continued  healthy,  and  his  fettlement  went  on  well.  His  wheat  had 
turned  out  twenty  fold,  notwithftanding  he  had  had  much  dry  wea- 
ther. He  ftated,  that  the  convifts  under  his  orders  had  in  general 
very  good  gardens,  and  that  many  of  them  would  have  a  very  large 
produce  of  Indian  corm 

The  Supply  had  not  met  with  any  fuccefs  at  Lord  Howe  Ifland  ;  fo 
that  no  dependance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  turtle  it  might  furnifli*. 
The  ifland  had  been  examined  an:d  frefli  water  found  in  cavities^, 
but  not  ia  any   current,.    The   Supply  had  been  abfent  juft  five 

weeks. 

Lieutenant  King  having  conftantly'written  in  high  terms  of  the  rich*- 
nefs  of  the  foil  of  Norfolk  Ifland,  the  Governor,  on  comparing  the 
fituation  of  the  convids  there  and  in  his  fettlement,  where  their  gar-^ 
dens  had  not  that  fertility  to  boaft  of,  and  where  the  ration  from  the 
fiore  was  with  too  many  haftily  devoured,  and  with,  moft  derived  but 
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an  uncertain  and  fcanty  aid  from  any  other  fource,  determined,  and 
.about  the  middle  of  the  month  announced  his  determination,  to  de- 
tach thither  a  large  body  of  convifis,  male  and  female,  together  with 
two  companies  of  the  marines.  Some  immediate  advantages  were  ex- 
peded  to  be  derived  from  this  meafure  ;  the  garden  ground  that  would 
be  left  by  thofe  who  embarked  would  be  poflefled  by  thofe  who 
remained,  while  the  former  would  on  their  arrival  at  Norfolk  Ifland 
participate  in  the  produce  of  luxuriant  gardens,  in  a  more  conftant 
fupply  of  filh,  and  in  the  affiftance  that  was  occafionally  obtained 
from  the  birds  which  fettled  on  Mount  Pitt. 

At  the  fame  time  that  this  intention  was  made  public,  the  day  of 
their  departure  was  fixed.  The  whole  were  to  embark  on  board  the 
Sirius  and  the  Supply  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  month,  and 
were,  if  no  (hip  arrived  from  England  to  prevent  them,  to  fail  on 
the  jth.  Should,  unfortunately,  the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  meafure 
then  exift,  the  Sirius  was  to  proceed  to  China  diredly  from  Nor- 
folk Ifland  to  procure  a  fapply  of  provifions  for  the  colonv.  China 
was  chofen,  under  the  idea  that  fait  provifions  were  to  be  obtained 
there,  and  that  it  was  preferable  to  fending  to  any  of  the  iflands  in 
thofe  feas,  or  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  at  that  feafon  of  the  year, 
when  the  Sirius  and  her  crew  would  have  had  to  encounter  the  cold 
and  boifterous  weather  of  a  winter's  paflage. 

As  the  numbers  on  Norfolk  Ifland  vvould  be  confiderably  in* 
creafed  by  the  arrival  of  this  detachment,  the  Governor  thought  the 
prefence  of  a  Lieutenant-governor  neceflary,  and  commanded  Major 
Rofs  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  ad  in  that  capacity.  Lieutenant 
jKLing  was  to  be  recalled. 

On  further  confideration,  it  was  deemed  moft  prudent  for  the  Siriu^ 
after  difembarking  the  troops  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  to  return  to  Port  J?ick- 
fon  ©ot  only  for  the  purpofe  of  wooding  and  watering,  but  in  the 
hope  that  the  arrival  of  the  expeded  fupplies  would  ere  that  time 
have  rendered  the  voyage  unneceflary  ;  and  it  was  but  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  this  would  happen.     The  Governor  had,  in  all  his  dif* 
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patches,  uniformly  declared  the  (Irong  neceffity  there  wad  for  having 
at  lead  two  years  provifion  in  (lore  for  fome  time  to  come ;  and  as 
this  information,  together  with  an  exa&  account  of  the  fituation  of 
the  colony,  had  been  tranfmitted  by  feven  different  conveyances,  if 
only  one  had  arrived  fafely,  it  could  not  reafonably  be  doubted  that 
fuppiies  would  be  immediately  difpatched*  From  the  length  of  time 
too  which  had  elapfed  fmce  the  departure  of  the  lad  (hips  that  failed 
direct  for  England  (full  fifteen  months),  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  they  might  arrive  within  the  time  that  the  Sirius  would  be 
abfent. 

The  month  of  February  pafled  in  the.  arrangements  and  prepara- 
tiqns  requifite  on  the  occafion,  to  which  the  weather  was  extremely 
unfavourable;  heavy  rains,  with  gales  of  wind,  prevailing  nearly  the 
whole  time.  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  filling  up  every  trench 
and  cavity  which  had  been  dug  about  the  fettlement,  and  cauiing 
much  damage  to  the  miferable  mud  tenements  which  were  occupied 
by  the  convi£ts ;  yet,  bad  as  the  weather  was,  feveral  gardens  were 
robbed,  and,  as  at  that  time  they  abounded  with  melons  and  puniip- 
kins,  thefe  became  the  objeds  of  depredation  in  common  with  other 
produdlions  of  the  garden. 

March  commenced  with  a  redudion  in  the  allowance  of  ijpirits  to 
half  the  ufual  quantity.  Thus  was  the  gradual  decreafe  in  the  (lores 
followed  by  a  diminution  of  the  before  fcanty  comforts  or  rather  ne* 
ceflaries. 

One  immediate  corifequence,  and  that  an  evil  one,  was,  the  eflfeCt 
of  the  intended  embarkation  for  Norfolk  Ifland.  It  being  found  that 
great  quantities  of  (lock  were  killed,  an  order  was  immediately  given 
to  prevent  the  further  dedrudion  of  an  article  fo  feflfential  in  their  pre- 
fent  fituation,  until  fome  necelTary  regulations  could  be  pub]i(hed  ;  but 
the  oflScers  and  people  who  were  about  to  embark  were  not  included 
in  this  prohibition.  The  mention  of  future  regulations  in  this  order 
inftantly  begat  an  opinion  among  the  convids,  that  on  the  departure 
of  the  (hips  all  tlie  live  ftock  in  the  colony  would  be  called  in,  or 
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that  the  owners  would  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  which  might  re* 
fult  from  the  pofleflion  of  it.  Under  colour,  therefore,  of  its  belong- 
ing to  thofe  who  were  exempted  in  the  late  order,  nearly  all  the  ftock 
in  the  fettlement  was  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  nights  deftroycd ;  a 
wound  being  thereby  given  to  the  independence  of  the  colony,  which 
could  not  eafily  be  falved,  and  whofe  injurious  effedts  time  and  much 
attention  alone  could  remove. 

The  expeded  fupplies  not  having  arrived  on  the  3d,  the  two  com- 
panies of  marines  with  their  officers  and  the  colours  of  the  corps 
embarked  on  board  the  Sirius  and  the  Supply.  With  them  alfo 
embarked  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and  the  fenior  affiftant-forgeon 
of  the  fettlement.  On  the  day  following,  one  hundred  and  fixtecn 
male  and  fixty-cight  female  convids,  with  twenty-feven  children 
were  put  on  board  j  and  on  the  5th  both  the  fliips  left  the  Cove. 

Immediately  after  their  departure,  the  Governor  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  regulation  of  the  people  who  were  left  at  Sydney 
And  to  the  prefervation  of  what  ftock  remained  in  the  colony.    For 
thefe   purpofes,    he  himfelf   vifited  the  different  huts  and  gardens 
whofe   tenants   had  juft  quitted   them,  diftributing  them   to   fuch 
conviifts  as  were  either  in  miferable  hovels,  or  without  any  fhelter  at 
alL     It  was  true,  that  by  this  arrangement  .the  idle  found  themfelves 
provided  for  by  the  labour  of  many  who  had  been  induftrious* 
but  they  were  at  the  fame  time  affured,  that  unlefs  they  kept  in  good 
cultivation  the'gardens  which  they  were  allowed  to  poflcfs,  they  fhould 
be  turned  out  from  the  comforts  of  a  good  hut,  to  live  under  a  rock 
or  a  tree.     That  they  might  have  time  for  this  purpofe,  the  afternoon 
of  Wednefday,  and  the  whole  of  Saturday,  in  each  week,  were  gi- 
ven to  them.     Much  room  was  made  every  where  by  the  numbers, 
who  had  embarked  (in  all  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  perfons)  •  the 
military  quarters  had  a  deferted  afped  ;  and  the  whole  fettlement  ap- 
peared  as  if  famine    had    already  thinned  it  of  half  its  numbers. 
The  little  fociety  that  had  been  in  the  place  was  broken  up,  and 

every 
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every  man  fcemed  left  to  brood  in  folitary  filence  over  the  dreary 
profpeft  before  him. 

With  refpea  to  the  ftock,  his  Excellency  dlreded,  that  no  hogs  un- 
der three  months  old  ftiould  be  killed,  nor  were  any  to  be  butchered 
without  information  being  firft  given  at  head-quarters. 

Thofe  who  bred  poultry  were  left  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  it  in  fuch 
manner  as  they  thought  proper ;  and  the  Commiflary  was  direded  to 
purchafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  fuch  live  (lock  as  the  owners  were 
defirous  of  felling,  complying  with  the  above  regulations,  and  receiv- 
ing one  (hilling  a  pound  as  the  price. 

On  the  27th  of  the  month,  the  long-expeded  (ignal  not  having 
been  difplayed,  it  became  nece(rary  to  put  the  colony  upon  a  ftill 
ftiorter  ration  of  provifions.  It  was  a  painful  but  a  compulfatory 
duty.  The  Governor  diredled  that  the  provifions  (hould  in  future  be 
ferved  daily ;  for  which  purpofe  the  ftore  was  to  be  opened  from  one 
to  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  ration  for  the  week  was  to  con- 
fift  of 

4  pounds  of  flour, 
ai  pounds  of  pork,  and 
li  pound  of  rice; 
and  thefe  were  to  be  i(rued  to  every  perfon  in  the  fettlement  without 
diftindion  ;  but,  as  the  public   labour  mud  naturally  be  affeCted  by 
this  redudion,  the  working-hours  were  in  ftiture  to  be  from  fun-rife, 
with  a  fmall  interval  for  breakfaft,  until  one  o'clock :  the  afternoons 
were  to  be  allowed  the  people  to  receive  their  provifions  and  work  in 
their  gardens.     Thefe  alterations  in  the  ration  and  in  the  hours  of  la- 
bour, however,  were  not  to  commence  until  the  Srft  of  the  following 
month. 

At  Rofe  Hill  fimilar  regulations  were  made  by  the  Governor.  The 
garden-ground  was  enlarged;  thofe  who  were  in  bad  huts  were 
placed  in  better ;  and  every  thing  was  faid  and  done  that  could  ftimu- 
late  them  to  be  induftrious.  Still  robberies  were  daily  and  nightly 
committed.     Damage  was  alfo  received  from  the  little  (k)ck  which 

M  2  remained 
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remained  alive ;  the  owners,  not  having  wherewith  to  feed  them, 
were  obliged  to  turn  them  loofe  to  browfe  among  the  grafs  and  flirubs, 
or  turn  up  the  ground  for  the  fern-root ;  and  as  they  wandered  with- 
out any  one  to  prevent  their  doing  mifchief,  they  but  too  often  found 
an  eafy  pafTage  over  fences  and  through  barriers  which  were  now 
grown  weak  and  periQiing.  It  was  ordered,  however,  that  the  ftock 
fliould  be  kept  up  during  the  night  j  and  every  damage  that  could  be 
proved  to  have  been  fuftained  during  that  time  was  to  be  made  good 
by  the  owners  ;  or  the  animals  themfelves  were  to  be  forfeited. 

The  carpenters  were  employed  in  preparing  a  roof  for  a  new  ftore- 
houfe,  thofe  which  were  firft  ereded  being  faft  decaying.  It  was  ne- 
ver expedled  to  get  up  a  building  of  one  hundred  feet  in  front,  which 
this  was  defigned  to  be,  upon  fo  reduced  a  ration  as  the  prefent ;  but 
while  the  people  did  labour,  it  was  proper  to  turn  that  little  labour  to 
the  public  account. 

The  working  gangs  being  now  fo  much  reduced  by  the  late  em- 
barkation, the  hoy  was  employed  in  bringing  the  timber  neceffary  for 
this  building  from  the  coves  where  it  was  cut  down  and  depofited  for 
that  purpofe.  This  vefFel  was,  when  unemployed  for  public  fervices, 
given  to  the  officers,  and  by  them  fent  down  the  harbour  to  procure 
cabbage-tree  for  their  ftock,  in  the  prefervation  and  maintenance  of 
\vhich  every  one  felt  an  immediate  and  anxious  concern. 

The  weather  had  been  very  wet  during  this  month ;  torrents  of 
rain  again  laid  every  place  under  water  j  and  many  little  habitations^ 
which  had  withftood  the  inundations  of  the  laft  month,  now  fuf- 
fered  confiderably. 

With  the  firft  of  April  the  reduced  ration,  and  the  change  in  the 
working  hours  commenced ;  much  time  was  not  confumed  at  the 
(lore,  and  the  people  went  away  to  drefs  the  fcanty  allowance  which 
they  had  received. 

Attention  to  religious  duties  vfras  never  omitted,  and  Divine  fervice 
was  performed  on  the  morning  of  Good  Friday ;  when  the  conVifls 
were  recommended  to  employ  the  remainder  of  it  in  working  in 

their 
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their  gardens.     But,  notwithftanding  the  evident  ncceflity  that  ex- 
ifted  for  every  man's  endeavouring  to  affift  himfelf,  very  few  were 
.  obferved  to  be  fo  profitably  occupied. 

As  every  faving  that  could  be  made  in  the  article  of  provilions  was 
of  confequence  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  ftores,  it  was  directed  on 
the  3d,  that  fuch  fifh  as  ihould  in  future  be  taken  by  the  public  boats 
fhould  be  iflued  at  the  (lore,  in  the  proportion  of  ten  pounds  of  fifli 
to  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  pork ;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  fifh,  which  had  been  brought  up  before  the  iiTuing  of 
provifions  commenced  on  that  day,  were  ferved  out  agreeable  to 
that  order. 

At  this  time  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  an  ac- 
count of  a  difafter  which  deprefled  even  the  unthinking  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  occafioned  univerfal  difmay.  A  load  of  accumulated 
evils  feemed  burfting  upon  their  heads.  The  (hips  that  had  fo  long 
been  expeded  with  fupplies  were  ftill  anxioufly  looked  for ;  and  the 
Sirius,  which  was  to  have  gone  in  queft  of  relief  to  their  diftrefles, 
was  loft  upon  the  reef  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  on  the  19th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month.  This  was  a  blow  which,  as  it  was  unexpected,  fell 
with  increafed  weight ;  and  on  every  individual  the  whole  weight 
feemed  to  have  fallen. 

This  untoward  accident  happened  in  the  following  manner :  Cap- 
tain Hunter  had  been  extremely  fortunate  in  a  paflage  of  only  feven 
days.  The  foldiers,  and  moft  part  of  the  convids,  were  landed  in 
Cafcade  Bay,  which  happened  at  the  time  to  be  the  leeward  fide  of 
the  ifland.  Bad  weather  immediately  enfued,  and,  continuing  for  fe- 
veral  days,  the  provifions  could  not  be  landed,  fo  high  was  the  furf 
occafioned  by  it.  This  delay,  together  with  a  knowledge  that  the 
provifions  on  the  ifland  were  not  adequate  to  the  additional  numbers 
that  were  now  to  be  viftualled,  caufed  him  to  be  particularly  anxious 
to  get  provifions  on  fliore.  The  bad  weather  had  feparated  the  Sirius 
from  the  Supply ;  but  meeting  with  a  favourable  flant  of  wind  on  the 
19th,  Captain  Hunter  gained  the  illand  from  which  he  had  been  dri- 
ven 
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vcn,  and  flood  for  Sydney  Bay  at  the  South  end  of  It,  where  he 
found  the  Supply  -,  and  it  being  fignified  by  fignal  from  the  fliore, 
(where  they  could  form  the  beft  judgment,)  that  the  landing  might  be 
efFeded  with  any  boat,  he  brought-to  in  the  windward  part  of  the 
bay,  with  the  (hip's  head  ofF  the  fhore.  Boats  had  put  off  from  the 
fliip,  it  being  perceived  that  (he  fettled  very  much  to  leeward,  the 
tacks  were  got  on  board,  and  every  fail  fet  that  was  poffible  to  get 
her  free  from  fliore.  Notwithftanding  which,  flie  could  not  weather 
the  reef  off  the  South-weft  end  of  the  bay,  the  wind  having  at  that 
time  fliifted  very  unfavourably.  The  fliip  was  then  thrown  in  ftays, 
which  ftie  miffed,  being  with  great  difficulty  wore  clear  of  the  break- 
ers, and  brought  to  the  wind  on  the  other  tack,  when  every  fail  was 
again  fet.  Finding  that  flie  ftill  drifted  faft  upon  the  fliore,  another 
attempt  was  made  to  ftay  her ;  but  being  out  of  trim  it  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.  All  the  flieets  and  hallyards  were  then  let  fly,  and  an  anchor 
cut  away;  but  before  it  reached  the  ground  flie  ftruck  with  violence 
on  the  reef,  very  foon  bulged,  and  was  irrecoverably  loft.  Her  of- 
ficers and  people  were  all  faved,  having  been  dragged  on  fliore, 
through  the  furf,  on  a  grating. 

This  day,  which  untoward  circumftances  had  rendered  fo  difmal, 
was  remarkably  fine,  and  at  the  unfortunate  moment  of  this  cala- 
mity there  was  very  little  wind.  On  the  fecond  day  after,  pern>if- 
fion  was  given  to  two  convids  to  go  off  to  the  fliip,  and  endeavour 
to  bring  on  fliore  what  live  hogs  they  might  be  able  to  fave  ;  but, 
with  all  that  lamentable  want  of  refolution  and  confideration  which 
was  charaderiftic  of  thefe  people  when  any  temptation  was  placed 
before  them,  they  both  got  intoxicated  with  what  liquor  had  efcaped 
the  plunder  of  the  feamen,  and  fet  the  fliip  on  fire  in  two  places.  A 
light  on  board  the  fliip  being  obferved  from  the  fliore,  feveral  fliot 
were  fired  at  it  j  but  the  poor  wretches  would  neither  put  it  out,  nor 
come  on  fliore ;  when  a  young  man,  a  convid,  with  great  intrepidity 
went  off  through  the  furf,  extinguiflied  the  fire,  and  forced  them  out 
of  the  fliip. 

The 
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The  Lieutenant-governor,  immediately  after  the  lofs  of  the  Sirius, 
called  a  council  of  all  the  naval  and  marine  officers  in  the  fettlement  ; 
when  it  was  unahimoufly  determined,  that  martial  law  fliould  be  pro- 
claimed ;  that  all  private  ftock  (poultry  excepted)  Ihould  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  property  of  the  ftate ;  that  juftice  Ihould  be  adminiftered 
by  a  court-martial,  to  be  compofed  of  feven  officers,  five  of  whom 
were  to  concur  in  a  fentcncc  of  death  ;  and  that  there  fbquld  be  two 
locks  upon  the  door  of  the  public  ftore,  whereof  one  key  was  to  be 
in  the  keeping  of  a  perfon  appointed  by  Captain  Hunter  in  behalf 
of  the  feamen  ;  the  other  to.be  kept  by  a  peribn  to  be  appointed  in 
behalf  of  the  military.  The  day  following,  the  troops,  feamen,  and 
convids,  being  aflembled,  thefc  refolutions  were  publicly  read  j  and 
the  whole  confirmed  their  engagement  of  abiding  by  them  by  paffing 
under  the  king's  colour,  which  was  difplayed  on  the  occafion. 

The  general  melancholy  which  prevailed  in  the  fettlement  when 
the  above  unwelcome  intelligence  was  made  public,  need  not  be  de- 
fcribed ;  and  when  the  Supply  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  cove  every 
one  looked  up  to  her  as  to  their  only  remaining  hope. 

In  this  exigency,  the  Governor  thought  it  necpflary  to  aflemble  all 
the  officers  of  the  fettlement,  civil  and  military,  to  determine  on  what 
meafures  were  aeceffary  to  be  adopted.  At  this  meeting,,  when  the 
fituation  of  the  colony  was  thoroughly  weighed  and  placed  in  every 
point  of  view,  it  was  determined  to  reduce  ftill  lower  what  was 
already  too  low  ;  the  ration  was  to  be  no  more  than  two  pounds  and 
a  half  of  flour,  two  pounds  of  pork,  one  pint  of  peas,  and  one 
pound  of  rice,  for  each  perfon  for  feven  days.  This  allowance  was 
to  be  ifTued  to  all  defcriptions  of  people  in  the  colony,  children  under 
eighteen  months  excepted,  who  were  to  hav6  only  one  pound  of  fait 
meat.  Every  exertion  was  to  be  made  both  at  Sydney  and  at  Bo- 
tany Bay,  in  fifhing  for  the  general  benefit.  All  private  boats  were 
to  be  furrendered  to  the  public  ufe ;  every  effort  was  to  be  put  in 
practice  to  prevent  the  robbing  of  gardens ;  and,  as  one  ftep  toward 
this,  all  fufplcious  characters  were  fecured  and  locked  up  during  the 

night. 
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night.  People  were  employed  to  kill,  for  the  public,  fuch  animals  as 
the  country  afforded ;  and  every  ftep  was  taken  that  could  fave  a 
pound  of  the  fait  provifions  in  (lore.  It  was  propofed  to  take  all  the 
hogs  in  the  fettlement  as  public  property ;  but  as  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  keep  fome  breeding  fows,  and  the  dock  being  fmall  and 
very  poor,  that  idea  was  abandoned. 

It  was  well  known,  that  the  integrity  of  the  people  employed  in 
fifhing  could  not  be  depended  upon;  the  officers  of  the  fettlement 
therefore  voluntarily  took  upon  themfelves  the  unpleafant  talk  of  fu- 
perintending  them,  and  the  fifhing-boat  in  future  never  went  out 
without  an  officer  either  by  day  or  night;  but  the  quantity  of 
iifti  taken  in  this  month,  after  the  7th,  was  not  often  much  more 
than  equal  to  fupplying  the  people  employed  in  the  boats  with  one 
pound  of  fifli  per  man,  which  was  allowed  them  in  addition  to  their 
ration. 

The  fmall  boats,  the  property  of  individuals,  were  therefore  returned 
to  their  owners,  and  the  people  who  had  been  employed  in  them, 
together  with  the  feamen  of  the  Sirius,  now  there,  were  placed  in 
the  large  boats  belonging  to  the  fettlement 

Neither  was  much  advantage  gained  by  employing  people  to  {hoot 
for  the  fettlement.  At  the  end  of  the  month  only  three  fmall  kan- 
gooroos  had  been  brought  in. 

*  The  neceffity  for  procuring  relief  became  every  day  more  prcffing. 
The  voyage  of  the  Sirius  to  China  was  at  an  end  ;  and  nothing  had 
yet  arrived  from  England,  though  hourly  expected.  It  was  the  na^- 
tural  and  general  opinion,  that  their  prefent  fituation  was  to  be  attri- 
buted to  accident  rather  than  procraftination.  It  was  more  probable, 
that  the  veflels  which  had  been  difpatched  by  the  Britifli  government 
had  met  with  fome  diftrefs,  that  had  either  compelled  them  to  return, 
or  had  wholly  prevented  them  from  any  further  profecution  of  the 
voyage,  than  that  any  delay  (hould  have  taken  place  in  their  depar- 
ture. The  Governor,  therefore,  determined  on  fending  the  Supply 
armed  tender  to  Batavia ;  and,  as  her  commander  was  moil  zealoufly 

adive 
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adive  in  his  preparations  for  the  voyage,  (he  was  foon  ready  for  fea. 
Her  tonnage,  however,  was  trifling,  when  compared  with  their  necef- 
fities.  Lieutenant  Ball  was,  therefore,  direded  to  procure  a  fupply 
of  eight  months'  provifions  for  himfelf,  and  to  hire  a  veflel  and  pur- 
chafe  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  flour,  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
of  beef,  fixty  thoufand  pounds  of  pork,  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds 
of  rice ;  together  with  fome  neceflfaries  for  the  hofpital.  The  expec- 
tation of  this  relief  was  indeed  diftant ;  but  it  was  more  to  be  de- 
pended upon  than  that  which  might  be  coming  from  England.  A 
given  time  was  fixed  for  the  return  of  the  Supply ;  but  it  was  im** 
poflible  to  fay  when  a  veflTel  might  arrive  from  Europe.  In  the  mean 
time,  whatever  migh't  be  their  diftrefs,  it  would  be  fome  alleviatioa 
to  look  on  to  a  certain  fixed  period  when  it  might  be  expeded  to  be 
removed.  Lieutenant  Ball's  paflfage  lay  through  the  regions  of  fine 
weather ;  and  the  hope  of  every  one  was  fixed  upon  the  little  vefl^el 
that  was  to  convey  him ;  yet  it  was  painful  to  contemplate  their  ex-» 
iftence  as  depending  upon  her  fafety ;  to  confider  that  a  rough  fea» 
a  hidden  rock,  or  the  violence  of  elemental  ftrife,  might  in  one  fa* 
tal  moment  precipitate  them,  with  the  little  bark  which  had  all  their 
hopes  on  board,  to  the  lowed  abyfs  of  mifery.  In  the  well-known 
ability  and  undoubted  exertions  of  her  commander,  however,  under 
God,  all  placed  their  dependence ;  and  from  that  principle,  when  flie 
failed,  inftead  of  prediding  mifchance,  they  all,  with  one  wifli  for 
her  return,  fixed  and  anticipated  the  period  at  which  it  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expedted. 

She  failed  on  the  1 7th  of  April,  having  on  board  Lieutenant  King, 
the  late  commandant  of  Norfolk  Ifland,  who  was  charged  with  the 
Governor's  difpatchcs  for  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Miller, 
the  late  CommiflTary,  whofe  ill  (late  of  health  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
country.  Mr.  Palmer,  the  purfer  of  the  Sirius,  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  The  following  was  the  ftate  of  the  provifions  in  the  ftore  at 
this  time ; 

N  Pork 
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Pork         23,851  pounds. 
Beef  1,280  ditto. 

Rice         24,455  ditto. 
Peafe  17  bufliels. 

Flour        56,884  pounds. 
Bifcuit        1,924  ditto. 
The  duration  of  the  Supply's  voyage  was  generally  expelled  to  be 
fix  months ;  a  period  at  which,  if  n,o  relief  arrived  in  the  mean  time 
from  England,  they  would  be  found,  even  at  the  prefent  miferable 
allowance,  without  fait  provifions,  rice,  and  peafe. 

The  Governor,  from  a  motive  that  did  him  immortal  honour,  in 
this  feafon  of  general  diftrefs,  gave  up  three  hundred  weight  of  flour 
which  was  his  Excellency's  private  property ;  declaring,  that  he  wifhed 
not  to  ice  any  more  at  his  table  than  the  ration  which  was  received 
in  common  from  the  public  ftore,  without  any  diftindion  of  perfons ; 
aiid  to  this  refolution  he  rigidly  adhered,^  wifhing  that  if  a  convi£k 
complained,  he  might  fee  that  vvant  was  not  unfelt  even  at  Govern- 
ment-houfe. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  the  following  was  the  ration  iflued  from  the 
puWic  ftore  to  each  man  for  feven  days : 
Flour         2f  pounds. 
Rice  2     pounds. 

Pork         2     pounds. 
Was  this  a  ration  for  a  labouring  man  ?     The  two  pounds  of  pork, 
when  boiled,  from  the  length  of  time  that  it  had  been  in   ftore, 
flirunk  away  to  nearly  nothing ;  and,  wTien  divided,  barely  afforded 
three  or  four  morfels. 

The  inevitable  confequence  of  this  fcarcity  of  provifions  enfued  5 
labour  flood  nearly  fufpended  for  want  of  energy  to  proceed;  and  the 
countenances  of  the  people  plainly  befpoke  the  hardfhips  which  they 
underwent.  The  convidks,  however,  were  employed  for  the  public  in 
the  forenoon ;  and  fuch  labour  was  obtained  from  them  as  their  fitua- 
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tioQ  would  allow.     The'  guard-houfe  on  the  Eaft  fide  was  fiai(hed  aad 
taken  pofleffion  of  during  the  month* 

The  Governor  had  aflfembled  the  convi<fl?s  and  informed  them  that 
very  fevere  puniftiment  would  follow  the  convi<9!ion  of  perfoas  guilty  of 
robbing  gardens ;  and  he  at  the  fame  time  ftrongly  inculcated  the  ab- 
Iblute  neceffity  that  exifted  for  every  man  to  cultivate  his  own  garden. 
To  the  few  who,  from  never  having  been  induftrious,  had  not  any 
ground  fown  or  planted  with  vegetables*,  he  allotted  a  fmall  but  fuf- 
ficient  fpot  for  their  ufe,  and  encouraged  them  in  their  labour  by 
his  prefence  and  direSione ;  but  they  preferred  any  thing  to  honeft 
induftry,  and  availed  themfelves  of  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  co^ 
Icay  to  commit  thefts,  which  it  became  neceflary  to  punifti  with 
great  feverity.  One  convidb  was  executed.  Thofe  people,  though 
the  major  part  of  them  were,  during  the  ^ night,  locked  up,  were 
ever  on  the  watch  to  commit  depredations-  on  the  unwary  d'uring 
the  hours  when  they  were  at  large,  and  never  fufFered  an  opportunity 
to  efcape  them.  A  female  convidt  was  robbed  of  her  week's  provi- 
lions ;  and  a8  it  was  impoffible  to  replace  them  from  the  public  ftore, 
flie  was  left  to  fubfift  on  what  flie  could  obtain  from  the  boutity 
(never  more  truly  laudable  than  at  this  diftreffing  junfture)  of  others 
who  commiferated  her  fituation.  One  poor  woman  about  this  time 
killed  herfelf  by  over-loading  her  ftomach  with  flour  and  greens- which 
file  had  made  into  a  mefs. 

The  expedient  of  (hooting  for  the  public  not  being  fbund  to  an- 
fwer,  fixty  pounds  of  pork  only  having  been  faved,  the  game-killers 
wer«  called  in,  and  the  general  exertion  was  direded  to  the  bufmefs 
of  fifhing. 

It  was  naturally  expeded,  that  the  miferable  allowance  which  was 
iflued  would  afFe£l  the  healths  of  the  labouring  convids.  A  circum- 
ftance  occurred  in  the  month  of  May,  which  feemed  to  favour  this 
idea :  an  elderly  man  dropped  down  at  the  ftore.  Fainting  with  hun- 
ger, and  unable  through  age  to  hold'  up  any  longer,  he  was  carried 
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the  hofpital,  wher6  he  died  the  next  morning.  On  being  opened, 
4  his  ftomach  was  found  quite  empty. 

The  colony  had  hitherto  been  fupplied  with  fait  from  the  public 
ftores,  a  quantity  being  always  ftiaken  off  from  the  fait  provifions, 
and  referved  for  ufe  by  the  ftore-keepers  j  but  the  daily  confuraption 
of  fait  provifions  was  now  become  fo  inconfiderable,  and  they  had 
been  fo  long  in  ftore,  that  little  or  none  of  that  article  was  to  be  pro- 
cured. Two  large  iron  boilers  were  therefore  ereded  at  the  Eaft  point 
of  the  cove ;  fome  people  were  employed  to  boil  the  fait  water,  and 
the  fait  which  was  produced  by  this  very  fimple  procefs  was  iffued  to 
the  convids. 

The  filhing  tackle  began  now  to  decreafe  with  their  other  necef- 
faries.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  they  were  driven  by  ne- 
Qeffity  to  avail  themfelves  of  fome  knowledge  which  had  been 
gained  from  the  natives ;  and  a  convid,  a  rope-maker,  was  employed 
to  fpin  lines  from  the  bark  of  a  tree  which  they  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe. 

The  native  who  had  been  taken  in  November  convinced  his  cap- 
,  tors  how  far  before  every  other  confideration  he  deemed  the  pofleffion 
of  his  liberty,  by  very  artfully  efFeding  his  efcape  from  the  Governor's 
houfe,  where  he  had  been  treated  with  every  indulgence,  and  had  en- 
joyed every  comfort  which  it  was  in  his  Excellency's  power  to  give 
him.  He  managed  his  efcape  fo  ingenioufly,  that  it  was  not  fuf- 
peded  until  he  had  completed  it,  and  all  fearch  was  rendered  fruitlefs. 
The  boy  and  the  girl  appeared  to  remain  perfedly  contented  among 
them,  but  declared  that  they  knew  their  countryman  would  never 
^   return. 

The  greateft  quantity  of  fifli  caught  at  any  one  time  during  the 
month  of  May  was  two  hundred  pounds.  Once  indeed  the  feine  was 
full ;  but  through  either  the  ignorance  or  the  wilfulnefs  of  the  people 
employed  to  land  it,  the  greateft  part  of  its  contents  efcaped.  All 
together  upwards  of  two  thoufand  pounds  were  taken  in  the  courfe 
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of  the  month,  which  produced  a  faving  of  five  hundred  pounds  of 
pork  at  the  ftore,  the  allowance  of  thirty-one  men  for  four  weeks. 

Very  little  labour  could  be  expedlcd  from  men  who  had  nothing  to 
eat.  Neverthelefs,  as^  it  was  neceflary  to  think  of  fome  preparations 
for  the  next  feafon,  the  convids  were  employed  in  getting  the  ground 
ready  both  at  Sydney  and  at  Rofe  Hill  for  the  reception  of  wheat  and 
barley.  The  quantity  of  either  article,  however,  to  be  now  fown,  fell 
far  fhort  of  what  their  necefllties  required. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VL 

THE   LADY   JULIANA    TRArWPDRT    ARRIVES    FROM    ENGLAND.—- THE  GVAK'^ 

DIAN. HXS  MAJESTyV  BIRTH-DAY..— THAN&SGIVIWG    EOIL  HIB  MAJESTY'S 

RECOVERY. — THE  JUSTINIAN  STORESHIF  ARRIVES.— FULL  RATION  OR- 
DERED. — THREE  TRANSPORTS  ARRIVE.— HORRID  STATE  OF  THE  CON* 
VICTS  ON  BOARD.— SICK  LANDED. — INSTANCE  OF  SAGACITY  IN  A  DOG.— 
MORTALITY  AND  NUMBER  OF  SICK.. — A.  TOWN  MARKED  OUT  AT  ROSE 
HILL. — WORKS  IN  HAND  AT  SYDNEY.  —  INSTRUCTIONS  RESPECTING 
GRANTS    OF     LAND.- BOAT    UPSET    AND     PEOPLE    DROWNED.  — CONVICTS* 

CLAIMS  ON  THE    MASTER   OF    THE   NEPTUNE. TRANSACTIONS. — WHALE. 

—  GOVERNOR  PHILLIP    WOUNDED   BY    A  NATIVE. — INTERCOURSE  OPENED 
WITH  THE  NATIVES.— GREAT  HAUL  OF  FISH. — CONVICTS  ABSCOND  WITH 
•    A  BOAT.— WORKS.  — WANT  OF  RAIN. 

TTHE  firft  and  fecond  days  of  June  were  exceedingly  unfavourable 
to  the  fituation  of  the  unhappy  colonifts  of  Port  Jackfon ;  heavy 
rain  and  blowing  weather  obftrudled  labour  and  prevented  fifhing. 
But  it  was  decreed,  that  on  the  third  they  fhould  experience  fenfations 
to  which  they  had  been  ftrangers  ever  fince  their  departure  from 
England.  About  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  inexpref- 
fible  fatisfaftion  of  every  heart  in  the  fettlement,  the  long-lookcd-for 
fignal  was  made  for  a  fhip  at  the  South  Head.  Every  countenance 
was  inftantly  cheered,  and  wore  the  lively  expreffions  of  eagernefs, 
joy,  and  anxiety  ;  the  whole  fettlement  was  in  motion  and  confufion. 
Notwithftanding  it  blew  very  ftrong  at  the  time,  the  Governor's  fc- 
cretary,  accompanied  by  two  other  gentlemen,  immediately  went  off, 
and  at  fome  rilk  (for  a  heavy  fea  was  running  in  the  harbour's  mouth) 
reached  the  fhip  for  which  the  fignal  had  been  made  juft  in  time  to 
give  direflicns  which  placed  her  in  fafety  in  Spring  Cove.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Lady  Juliana  tranfport  from  London,  laft  from  Ply- 
mouth J 
9   ' 
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mouth ;  from  which  latter  place  they  learned,  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  wonder  and  mortification,  that  fbe  failed  on  the  29th  of  July  (full 
ten  months  before)  with  two  hundred  and  twenty- two  female  con- 
vids  on  board* 

They  had  long  conjedlured,  that  the  non-arrival  of  fupplies  mud  be 
owing  either  to  accident  or  delays  in  the  voyage,  and  not  to  any 
backwardnefs  on  the  part  of  Government  in  fending  them  out.  They 
now  found  that  their  difappointment  was  to  be  afcribed  to  both  mis- 
fortune and  delay.  The  Lady  Juliana,  it  has  been  feen,  failed  in  July 
laft  J  and  in  the  month  of  September  following  his  Majefty's  fliip 
Guardian,  of  forty-four  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Edward 
Riou,  failed  from  England,  having  on  board  (with  what  was  in  the 
Lady  Juliana)  two  years'  provifions  for  the  fettlement  j  a  fupply  of 
clothing  for  the  marines  ;  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  fails  and 
cordage,  with  fixteen  chefts  of  medicines  j  fifteen  cafks  of  wine;  a 
quantity  of  blankets  and  bedding  for  the  hofpital ;  and  a  large  fupply 
of  unmade  clothing  for  the  convids ;  with  an  ample  aflbrtment  of 
tools  and  implements  of  agriculture. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Lieutenacit  Riou  took  on  board  a 
quantity  of  ftock  for  the  fettlement,  and  completed  a  garden  which 
had  been  prepared  under  the  immediate  infpedion  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  and  in  which  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  fineft 
fruit  trees,  feveral  of  them  bearing  fruit. 

There  was  fcarcely  an  officer  in  the  colony  that  had  not  his  fhare  of 
private  property  embarked  on  board  of  this  richly-freighted  fhip. 

But  it  was  as  painful  then  to  learn,  as  it  will  ever  be  to  recolleft, 
that  on  the  23d  day  of  December  preceding,  the  Guardian  ftruck 
againft  an  ifland  of  ice  in  latitude  45^  54'  South,  and  longitude 
41^  30'  Eaft,  whereby  fhe  received  fo  much  injury,  that  Lieutenant 
Riou  was  compelled,  in  order  to  fave  her  from  inftantly  finking,  to 
throw  overboard  the  greateft  part  of  her  valuable  cargo  both  on  the 
public  and  private  account.  The  ftock  was  killed  (feven  horfes,  fix- 
teen cows,  two  bulls,  a  number  of  fheep,  goats,  and  two  deer),  the 
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garden  deftroyed,  and  the  fhip  herfelf  faved  only  by  the  interpofiticn 
of  Providence,  and  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  commander. 

The  Guardian  was  a  faft-failing  fhip,  and  would  probably  have 
reached  her  deftined  port  in  the  latter  end  of  January  or  the  begin- 
ning of  February.  At  that  period  the  large  quantity  of  live  ftock  in 
the  colony  was  daily  increafing  ;  the  people  required  for  labour  were, 
comparatively  with  their  prefent  ftate,  ftrong  and  healthy;  the  necef- 
fity  for  dividing  the  convifts,  and  fending  the  Sirius  to  Norfolk  Ifland, 
would  not  have  exifted  ;  the  ration  of  provifions,  infiead  of  the  di- 
minutions which  had  been  ncceffarily  dircdled,  would  have  been  in- 
creafed  to  the  full  allowance ;  and  the  tillage  of  the  ground  confe- 
quently  proceeded  in  with  that  fpirit  which  muft  be  exerted  to  the 
utmoft  before  the  fettlement  could  render  itfelf  independent  of  the 
mother  country  for  fubfiftence. 

But  to  what  a  diftance  was  that  period  now  thrown  by  this  moft 
unfortunate  accident,  and  by  the  delay  which  took  place  in  the  voyage 
of  the  Lady  Juliana !  Government  had  placed  a  naval  officer  in 
that  tranfport.  Lieutenant  Thomas  Edgar,  for  the.  purpofe  of  feeing 
juftice  done  to  the  convicts  with  regard  to  their  provifions,  clean- 
linefs,  &c.  and  to  guard  againfl  any  delays  on  the  voyage.  Being 
diredled  to  follow  the  route  of  the  Sirius  and  her  convoy,  he  called 
at  Tenerifle  and  St.  Jago,  flayed  feven  weeks  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and 
one  month  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  completing  his  circuitous 
voyage  of  ten  months  by  arriving -at  Port  Jackfon  on  the  third  day 
of  June  1790. 

On  Lieutenant  Edgar's  arrival  at  the  Cape,  he  had  found  the  Guar- 
dian lying  there,  Lieutenant  Riou  having  jufl  fafely  regained  that 
port,  from  which  he  had  failed  but  a  fliort  time  before,  with  every 
fair  profped  of  fpeedily  and  happily  executing  the  orders  with  which 
he  was  entrufted,  and  of  conveying  to  the  colony  the  affiftance  of 
which  it  flood  fo  much  in  need.  Unhappily  for  them,  fhe  was  now 
lying  a  wreck,  with  difficulty,  and  at  an  immenfe  expence,  preferved 

from  finking  at  her  anchors. 
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Government  had  fcnt  cut  in  the  Guardian  twenty-five  male  con- 
Tifts,  who  were  either  farmers  or  artificers,  with  feven  perfons  en- 
gaged to  ferve  as  fuperintendants  with  falaries  of  forty  pounds  per  an* 
num  each.  Of  thefe,  two,  who  were  profefled  gardeners,  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  drowned,  having  left  the  (hip  foon  after  fhe  ftruck,  with 
feveral  other  perfons  in  boats,  and  not  been  heard  of  when  the  Lady 
Jaliana  left  the  Gape.  Of  five  boats  wWch  had  left  the  (hip,  only  one, 
the  long  boat,  conduced  her  paflfengers  through  the  perilous  under- 
taking;  and  flie  was  picked  up  after  many  days  failing,  by  a  French 
ihip. 

^One  third  of  the  (lores  and  provifions  intended  for  the  colony  were 
^ut  on  board  the  tranfport,  the  remaining  two-thirds  were  on  board 
the  Guardian ;  none  of  which,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  ever  reach  the 
fettlement,  the  fmall  quantity  excepted  (feventy-five  barrels  of  flour) 
which  was  put  on  board  the  tranfport  at  the  Cape.  The  Dutch  at 
that  place  were  profiting  by  the  misfortune  of  the  greatly  di(appointed 
inhabitants  of  Port  Jackfon;  their  warehoufes  being  let  out  at  an  im- 
menfe  ^xpence  to  receive  fuch  of  the  provifions  and  ftores  as  remained 
on  board  the  Guardian  when  (he  got  in. 

In  addition  to  the  above  diftrefling  circumftance,  they  learned  that 
one  thoufand  conviSs  were  to  fail  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year, 
The  joy  which  had  been  diffufed  by  the  arrival  of  the  tranfport  was 
confiderably  checked  by  the  variety  of  unpleafant  and  unwelcome  in- 
telligence which  die  conveyed.  They  were  informed  that  their  be- 
loved fovereign  had  been  for  fome  months  afflicted  with  a  dangerous 
and  alarming  illncfs,  though  happily  now  recovered.  Their  diftance 
from  his  perfon  had  not  leflened  their  attachment .;  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  receipt  of  this  information,  being  the  anniverfary  of  his 
Majefky*s  birth,  it  was  kept  with  every  mark  of  diftinftion  in  their 
power.  The  Governor  pardoned  all  offenders  who  were  under  con- 
finement; the  ration  was  iiKreafed  for  that  day;  all  the  oflGlcersof. 
the  fettlement  and  garrifon  dined  with  the  Governor,  and  drank  to 
the  long  and  happy  reign  of  their  gracious  King;  and  Wednefday  the 
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9th  was  appointed  for  a  public  thankfgiving  oa  occafioa  o£  his  ce- 
covery. 

On  the  6th,  preparations  were  made  for  landing  the  con.Yi£):8  fromi 
the  Lady  Juliana ;  but  in  the  AArtStd  fituation  of  the  colony,  it  was^ 
not  a  Kttle  mortifying  to  find  on  board  the  iirfl  (hip  that  arrived,  ai 
cargo  fo  unnecefFary  and  unprofitable  as  two  hundred  and  twenty-two* 
females,  inilead  of  a  carga  of  provifions ;  themeil  of  them,,  however,, 
appeared  in  good  health,  and  to  have  beea  well  treated  during  their 
long  paffage*  The  f«pply  of  provifioiis  on  board  her  was  fo  incon*- 
fiderable  as  to  permit  only  an  addition  of  one  pound  and  a  half  of 
flour  being  made  in  the  weekly  ration*  Had  the  Guardian-  arrived^ 
probably  the  fettlemcnt  would  never  more  hav«  experienced  want.. 

When  the  women  landed  on  the  1 1  th,  many  of  them  appeared  to» 
be  loaded  with  the  infirmities  incident  to  old  age,,  and  to  be  very  im»- 
proper  fubje^  for  any  of  the  purpofes  of  an.  infant  colony.  Infleac^ 
of  being  capable  of  labour,  they  feemed  to  require  attendance  them-* 
felves,  and  were  never  likely  to  be  any  other  than  a.  burthen  to  the- 
Settlement,  which  muft  fenfibly  feel  the  hardOxip  of  having  to  fupport^ 
by  the  labour  of  thofe  who  could  toil,,  and  who  at  the  heft  were  but 
few,  a  defcription  of  people  utterly  incapable  of  ufug  exertion  to- 
ward their  own  maintenance. 

When  the  women  were  difembarked^  and  the  provifions  and'  flores^ 
landed,  it  was  found  that  twenty  cafks  of  flour  (from  the  unfitnefs  of 
the  (hip  to  perform  fuch  a  voyage,  being  old  and  far  from-  tight)  were- 
totally  deftroyed.  This  was  a  ferious  lofs  to  them  when  only  four 
pounds  of  flour  conftitiued  the  allt>wance  of  that  article  for  a  man. 
during  feven  days* 

From  this  fituation  of  diftrefs^  however,  they  were  fhortly  after- 
wards eflfedually  relievedt  and  the  colony  might  be  pronounced  to  be: 
reftored  to  comfort,  by  the  arrival  (on  the  2ath)  of  the  Juftinian^ 
ftorefhipy  from  England,  after  a  ihoct  paflfage  of  only  five  months* 
This  ihip  was  o^  the  entrapce  of  the  harbour  on  the  2d  of  the 
month,  and  woukl  have  arrived  before  the  Lady  Juliana,,  had:  not  a> 
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fudden  change  of  the  wind^  aided  by  a  current^  driven  her  as  far 
•northward  as  Black  Head,  where  (he  was  very  nearly  loft,  but  pro« 
videntially  efcaped  by  coming  to  an  anchor,  though  cipfe  in  with  fome 
dangerous  rocks.  The  wind  was  dead  on  the  (hore,  and  the  rocks  fo 
dofe  when  ftte  anchored,  that  the  rebound  of  the  wave  prevented  the 
riding  any  confiderable  ftrain  on  her  cable.  Had  that  failed,  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Port  Jackfon  would  never  have  feen  the  Juftinian  or  her 
valuable  cargo,  which  was  found  to  confift  of  ftores  and  provifions, 
trailed,  it  was  true,  to  one  (hip;  but  as  (he  had  happily  arrived  in 
fafety,  and  was  full,  they  all  rejoiced  that  they  had  not  to  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  a  fecond  before  the  colony  could  be  reftored  to  its  former 
plenty* 

They  now  learned  that  three  tranfports  might  be  hourly  expcfted, 
having  on  board  the  tboufand  convids  of  whom  they  had  before 
heard,  together  with  detachments  of  a  corps  raifed  for  the  fervice  of 
this  country. 

On  the  day  following  the  arrival  of  the  Juftinian,  every  thing 
feemed  getting  into  its  former  trains  the  full  ration  was  ordered  to  be 
iftued  ;  inft^ad  of  daily,  it  ^as  to  be  ferved  weekly  as  formerly ;  and 
the  drum  for  labour  was  to  beat  as  ufual  in  the  afternoons  at  one 
t)'clock.  How  general  was  the  wifh  that  no  future  necefEty  might 
«ver  occafion  another  redu^ion  of  the  ration,  or  an  alteration  ia  the 
labour  of  the  .people ! 

That  Norfolk  tfland,  whofe  lituation  at  this  time  every  one  was 
fearful  .might  tall  loudly  for  relief,  ftiould  as  quickly  as  poflible  reap 
her  fliare  of  the  benefit  derived  from  the  arrival  of  thofe  (hips,  it  was 
intended  to  fend  the  Lady  Juliana  thither;  and,  as  (he  required 
fome  repairs,  without  which  (he  could  not  proceed  to  fea,  carpenters 
were  fent  on  board  her,  and  employed  to  (heath  her  bends,  which 
were  extremely  defedive. 

A  (hop  was  opened  on  (hore  by  the  mafter  of  this  (hip  at  a  hut 
lately  occupied  as  a  bakehoufe  for  the  Supply,  for  the  fale  of  fome 
articles  of  grocery,  §lafs,  millinery,  perfumery  and  ftationary  j    but 
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the  rifk  of  bringing  them  out  having  been  moft  injudtcioufly  efti- 
mated  too  highly,  as  was  evident  from  the  increafe  on  the  firft  coft^. 
which  couM  not  be  difgpifed,  they  did  not  go  off  fo  quickly  as  the 
owners  fuppofed  they  would. 

A  report  having    been  circulated  foon    after  the  eftabliQiing   of 
this   fettlement,  that  a   confiderable  fum  of  money  had  been    fub-* 
fcribed  in  Englajid,  to  be  expended  in  articles  for  the-  benefit  of  the- 
convicts  who  had  embarked,  which  articles  had  been  entrufted  to  the: 
Hev.  Mr.  Johnfoo,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
fobfcribers,  Mr.  Johnfon  wrote  to  his  friends  in  England  to  confute 
this  report ;  and  by  the  accounts  lately  received,  it  appeared  that  no 
fuch  public  coUedion  had  ever  been  made.    At  Mu  Johnfon's  requeft^ 
therefore,  the  Governor  publifhed  a  contradiftion  of  the  above  report 
in  the  general  orders.     The  convids  had  hitherto  imagined  that  they 
Iiad  a  right  to  the  articles  which  had  from  time  to  time  been  diftri- 
buted   among  them ;  but  Mr.  Johnibn  thought  it  neceffary  that  they 
fiiould  know  it  was  to  his  bounty  alone  that  they  were  indebted  for* 
them,  and  that,  confequently,  the  partakers  of  it  were  to  be  of  his 
own  feledion. 

The  female  convifls  who-  had'  lately  arrived  attended  divine  fervice 
on  the  firft  Sunday  after  their  landing  ;  when  Mr.  Johnfon,  with  much 
propriety,  in  his  difcourfe,  touched  upon  their  fituation  fo  forcibly  as 
to  draw  tears  from  many  of  thefe  unfortunates,  who  were  not  yet  fo 
hardened  as  to  be  infenfible  to  truth. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  a  fail  to  the  northward  was  dit- 
cerned  from  the  look-out ;  but  the  weather  coming  on  thick  it  was 
foon  loft  fight  of.  The. bad  weather  continuing,  it  was  not  feen  again, 
until  the  25th,  when  word  was  carried' to  the  fettlement,  that  a  large 
ihip,  apparently  under  jury-mafts,  was  feen  in  the  oflSng  j  and  on  the 
following  day  the  Surprife  tranfport  anchored  in  the  cove  from  Eng* 
land,  having  on  board,  including  officers  and  men,  thirty  of  the  New , 
South  Wales  corps  j  together  with  two  hundred  and  eighteen  convicts. 
She  failed  on  the  19th  of  January  fr©m  Portfoaouth,  in  company  with 
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two  other  tranfports,  with  whom  (he  parted  betweeti  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Port  Jackfon. 

They  had  the  mortification  to  learn,  that  the-  prifoners  in  this  (hip 
were  very  unhealthy,  upwards  of  one  hundred  being  at  that  time  on 
the  fick  lift  on  board.  They  had  been  very  ficfcly  alfo  during  the  paf- 
fiige,  and  had  buried  forty-two  of  thefe  unfortunate  people.  A  port- 
able hofpital  had  moft  fortunately  been  received  by  the  Juftihian,  and 
there  now  appeared  but  too  great  a  probability  that  they  would  foon 
have  patients  enougk  to  fill  it ;.  for  the  fignal  was  flying  at  the  South- 
head  for  the  other  tranfports,  and  they  were  expected  to  be  in  as  un-^ 
healthy  a  ftate  as  that  which  had  juft^  arrived. 

On-  the  evening  of  the  28th  the  Neptune  and  Scarborough  tranf-- 
ports  anchored  off  Garden  Ifland,  and  were  warped  into  the  Cove  on: 
t!^t  following  morning.  Nor  were  they  miftaken  in  their  fears  of  the 
ftate  in  which  they  might  arrive,  as  by  noon  the  following  day,  two 
hundred  fick  Had  been  landed  from  the  different  tranfports.  The 
Weft  fide  afforded  a  fcene  truly  diftrefling  and  miferable;  upwards 
of  thirty  tents  were  pitched  in  front  of  the  hofpital  (the  portable  one 
not  being  yet  put  up) ;  all  of  which,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  huts^ 
were  filled  with  people,  many  of  whom  were  labouring  under  the. 
complicated' difeafes  of  fcurvy  and  the  dyfentery,  and  others  in  the 
laft  ftagc  of  either  of  thofe  terrible  diforders,  ot  yielding  to  the  at* 
tacks  of  an  infe&ious  fever.. 

The  appearance  of  thofe  who  did  n^t  require' medical' afliftance  was 
lean  and  emaciated.  Several,  of  thefe  miferable  people  died  in  the 
boats  as  they  were  rowing  on  fhore,  or  on  the  wharf  as  they  were 
lifted  out  of  the  boats;  both  the  Hving  and  the  dead  exhibited 
more  horrid  fpe£tacles  than. had*  ever  b)^en  witneffed  in  that  country.. 
All  this  was  to  be  attributed  to  confinen)ent,  and  of  the  worft  fpecies,. 
confinement  in  a  fmall  fpace  and  in  irons,  not  put  on  fingly,  but 
many  of  them  chained  together.  On  board  the  Scarborough  a  plan 
had  been  formed  to  take  the  (hip,  which  would  certainly  have  been 
attempted,,  but.  foe  a  difcovery  which  waa  fortunately  made  by  one  of 
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<;onvi£ls  who  had  too  much  principle  to  cater  into  it.  This  necc(^ 
farily,  on  board  that  (hip^  occafioned  much  future  circumfpedion; 
but  Captain  Marflialfs  humanity  confiderably  lefTened  the  feverity 
which  the  infurgents  might  naturally  have  expedlei.  On  board  the 
other  (hips,  the  maftcrg,-  who  had  the  entire  diredion  of  the  prifoners, 
Tiever  fuffered  them  to  be  at  large  on  deck,  and  but  few  at  a  time 
were  permitted  there.  This  confequently  gave  birth  to  many  difeafcs. 
It  was  faid  that  on  board  the  Neptune  feveral  had  died  in  irons ;  and 
what  added  to  the  horror  of  fuch  a  circumftance  was,  that  their  deaths 
were  concealed,  for  the  purpofe  of  (baring  their  allowatice  of  provi- 
fiens,  until  chance,  ^nd  the  ofFenfivenefs  of  a  corpfe,  diredied  the  fur- 
geon,  or  ibflie  one  who  had  authority  in  the  fliip,  to  the  ipot  where 
it  lay. 

A  contradi  had  been  entered  into  by  Government  with  Mcflrs.  CaU 
vert,  Camden,  and  King,  merchants,  of  London,  for  the  tranfporting 
of  one  thoufand  convifts,  and  Government  engaged  to  pay  17I.  7s.  6d. 
per  head  for  every  convidi  they  embarked.  This  fum  being  as  well 
for  their  provifions  as  for  their  tranfportation,  no  intereft  for  their 
prefervation  was  created  ia  the  owners,  and  the  dead  were  more  pro- 
fitable (if  profit  alone  was  confulted  by  them,  and  the  credit  of  their 
houfe  was  not  at  (lake)  than  the  living*  The  following  accounts  of  the 
Slumbers  who  died  on  board  each  fhip  were  given  in  by  the  mafters : 

Men.       Women.      Children, 

On  board  the  Lady  Juliana  053 

The  Surprife  42  00 

The  Scarborough  68  o  o 

The  Neptune  151  11  2 

Total  261  16  4 

All  poflible  expedition  was  ufed  to  get  the  fick  gn  fhore ;  for  even 
while  they  remained  on  board  many  died. 

Parties  were  immediately  fent  into  the  woods,  to  collet  the  acid 
berry  of  the  country,  which  for  its  extreme  acetofity  was  deemed  by 

the 


I79a J  ©F  NEW  SOUTH  WALESw  roj 

the  fiirgcons  a  raoft  powerful  afitifcorbutic.^  Among  other  reguktions,. 
orders  were  given  for  baking  a  certain  quantity  of  flour  into  pound 
toaves,  to*  be  diftributed  daily  among  the  fick,  as  it  was  not  in  their 
powei  to  prepare  it  themfelves*  Wine  and  other  neceflaries  being;^ 
given  judicioufly  am€)ng  thofe  whofe  fituations  required  fuch  com-^ 
forts,  many  of  the  wretches  had*  recourie  U>  ftratagem  to  obtain  more 
than  their  fhare,,  by  prefenting  themfelves^  under  djflferent  names  and 
appearances,  to  thofe  who*  had  the  delivery  of  tfaem^  or  by  exciting; 
ihe  compaflion  of  thofe  who  could  order  thenu 

Blankets  were  fent  to  the  bofpital  in  fuificient  numbera  to  make 
every  patient  comfortable ;  notwithftanding  which,  they  watched  the- 
moment  when  any  one  died  to  ftrip  him  of  his  covering  (although^ 
dying  themfelves),  and  could  only  be  prevented  by  the  utmoft  vigi- 
knee  from  exerciling  fuch  inhumanity  in  every  inftance. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Scarborough*,  an  inftance  of  fagacity  in  a  dog. 
occurred,  too  remarkable  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Mr.  Marfhall,  the  mafter 
of  the  Ihip,  on  quitting  Port  Jackfon  in  May  1 799,  left  a  Newfound- 
land dog  which  he  had  brought  froi^  England,  with  a  friend;  On  ^ 
the  return  of  his-  old  mafter^  Hedor  fwam  off  to  the  ihip,  and^ 
getting  on  board,  recognifed  him,  and  manifefted,  in  every  manner 
fuitable  to  his  nature^  his  joy  at  feeing  him ;  nqr  could  the  animat 
be  per£uaded  to  quit  him  again,,  accompanying^  hinx  always  whea  ha 
went  on  lhore>.  or  returned  to  the  fliip* 

At  amufter  of  the  con v ids,,  one  man*  only  durmg  tfie*  month  of 
June  was  unaccounted  for^  and  his  body  was  afterwards  found, 
drowned  in  Long-cove  at  the  back,  of  tiie  fettlement«  Upon  inquiry 
into  the  caufe  of  his  death,  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  detedted 
in  dealing  fome  tobacco  from  a  garden  in  whkb*  he  had^  been  em- 
ployed^ and^  on  being  threatened  with^  punifliment^  had  abfconded.. 
He  was  confidered  as  a  well-behaved  man ;,  and  as  he  appears  to  have 
preferred  death  to  fhame  and'  punifliment,  which  he  had  indeed  been* 
heard  ta  declare  he  did,  and  which,  his  death  feems  to  confirm^  hu»  ^ 
nanity  w^lL  deem  him*  worthy  of  a  better  taxt. 

The 
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The  total  number  of  fick  on  the  laft  day  of  June  was  three  hua- 
fdred  and  forty-nine. 

The  melancholy  which  clofed  the  month  of  June  appeared  un- 
changed in  the  beginning  of  July.  The  morning  generally  opened 
with  dcpofiting  in  the  burying-ground  the  miferable  vi£tim8  of  the 
night.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  get  up  the  portable  hofpital;  but, 
not  withftanding  they  had  been  affurcdthat  it  had  been  put  up  in  Lon- 
don in  a  very  few  hours^  they  could  not  complete  it  until  the  7th,  when 
It  was  inftantly  filled  with  patients.  On  the  13th,  there  were  four 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  perfons  under  medical  treatment,  at  and 
about  the  hofpital— a  dreadful  fick  lift ! 

Such  of  the  convids  from  the  fhips  as  were  in  a  tolerable  ftate  of 
health  were  fent  to  Rofe  Hill,  to  be  employed  in  agricultural  and  other 
labour.  A  fubaltern's  detachment  from  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
was  at  the  fame  time  fent  there  to  affift  the  marine  corps  in  perform- 
ing the  military  duty.  There  alfo  the  Governor  in  the  courfe  of  the 
month  laid  down  the  Imes  for  a  regular  town.  The  principal  ftreet 
was  marked  out  to  extend  one  mile,  Commencing  near  the  landing- 
place,  and  running  in  a  diredion  Weft,  to  the  foot  of  the  rifing 
ground  named  Rofe  Hill,  on  which  his  Excellency  purpofed  to  ered 
a  fmall  houfe  for  his  own  refidence  whenever  he  (hould  vifit  that 
fettlement.  Qn  each  fide  of  tWs  ftreet,  whofe  width  was  to  be  two 
hundred  and  five  feet,  huts  were  to  be  ereded  capable  of  containing 
{lcn  perfons  each,  and  at  the  diftance  of  iixty  feet  from  each  other ; 
^nd  garden  ground  for  e?ich  hut  was  allotted  in  the  rear.  As  the  huts 
were  to  b,e  biiilt  of  fuch  combiiftible  materials  as  wattles  and  plafter, 
And  to  be  povered  with  thatch,  the  width  of  the  fljreet,  and  the  dis- 
tance that  they  were  placed  from  each  other,  operated  as  an  ufeful 
precaution  againft  .fire  j  ^nd  by  beginning  on  fo  wide  a  fcale  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  at  fome  future  day  would  pofTefs  their  own  ac- 
commodations and  comforts  more  readily,  each  upon  his  own  alLot« 
^pnt,  than  if  cjovyded  into  a  fmaller  Ijpace. 

While 
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While  thefe  work«  were  going  on  at  Rofe  Hill,  the  labotinng  con- 
yids  at  Sydney  were  employed  in  conftruftinga  new  brick  ftorehoufe, 
difcharging  the  tranfports  and  forming  a  road  from  the  town  to  the 
brick- kilof,  for  the  greater  eafe  and  expedition  in  the  bringing- in 
of  bricks  to  the  different  buildings. 

The  (lores  now  wore  amorerefpediable  appearance  tllan  they  had  done 
for  a  long  time.  In  addition  to  the  provliions  put  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports  in  England,  Lieutenant  Riou  had  forwarded  by  thofe  (hips  four 
hundred  tierces  of  beef  and  two  hundred  tierces  of  pork,  which  he 
had  faved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Guardian,  and  which  they  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  find  were  nothing  the  worfe  for  the  accident  which 
befel  her. 

The  Lady  Juliana  being  found  on  infpedion  to  require  fuch  ex- 
ten(ive  .repairs  as  .would  too  long  delay  the  difpatcbing  of  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  to  Norfolk  Ifland,  the  Governor  direfted  the  Surprife 
tranfport  and  Juftinian  ftorelhip  to  proceed  thither.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, being  firft  ready  for  fea,  failed  on  the  fiSth,  the  Captain  being 
direded  to  follow  his  former  orders  after  landing  his  Aores  at  Norfolk 
Idand,  and  proceed  to  Canton  to  freight  home  with  teas  upon  account 
of  Government.  By  this  (hip  the  Governor  fent  difpatchesto  the  Se- 
cretary of  State.  The  Lady  Juliana  failed  a  day  or  two  after  for  Can- 
ton. From  the  extravagant  price  fet  upon  his  goods  by  the  mafter, 
hia  (hop  had  turned  out  badly  ;  and  it  was  faid  that  he  took  many  ar- 
ticles to  fea  which  he  muft  of  neceJflity  throw  overboard  before  he 
reached  Canton. 

The  Governor  had  by  thefe  (hips  difpatches  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  containing,  among  other  articles  of  information,  inflrudions  re- 
fpeding  the  granting  of  lands  and  the  allotting  of  ground  in  town- 
ihips.     Soon  after  their  arrival  it  was  declared  in  public  orders : 

That,  in  confequence  of  the  a(rurances  that  were  given  to  the  non-com- 
xniflioned  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  detachment  of  marines,  on 
their  embarking  for  New  South  Wales  (that  fuch  of  them  as  (hould  be- 
have well  Should  be  allowed  to  quit  the  Tervice  on  their  return  to  £ngland» 

P  or 
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or  be  difcharged  abroad  upon  llie  relief,  and  permitted  to  fettle  iii  that 
•country),  hiS  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direft  the  follow- 
ing terms  to  be  held  out  as  an  encouragement  to  fuch  non-commif- 
fioo^d  officer^  arid  private  men  of  the  marines  as  might  be  defiroiis 
of  becoming  fettlers  either  at  Port  Jackfon,  or  in  any  of  the  iflands 
comprifed  withm  the  go^rernment  of  the  continent  of  New  South 
Wales,  on  the  arrival  of  the  corps  raifed  and  intended  for  the  fervice 
of  that  country,  and  for  their  relief,  viz. 

To  every  non-commiffioned  officer,  an  allotment  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  land^  if  fingle;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty,  if 
married. 

To  every  private  man,  eighty  acres  of  land,  if  fingle,  one  hundred, 
if  married  ;  and  ten  acres  of  land  for  each  child  at  the  time  of  grant- 
ting  the  allotment ;  free  of  all  taxes,  quit-rents,  and  other  acknow- 
ledgments, for  the  term  of  five  years ;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
term  to  be  liable  to  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  (hilling  for  every  fifty 
acres. 

As  a  further  acknowledgment,  a  bounty  was  offered  of  three 
pounds  per  man  to  every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  private  man 
who  would  enlift  in  the  new  corps  (to  form  a  company  to  be  officered 
from  the  marines) ;  and  an  allotment  of  double  the  above  proportion 
of  land,  if  they  behaved  well  for  five  years,  to  be  granted  them  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time ;  the  faid  allotments  not  to  be  fubjed:  to  Any 
or  tax  for  ten  years. 

And  at  their  difcharge,  at  either  of  the  above  periods,  they  were  to 
be  fupplied  with  clothing  and  one  year's  provifions,  with  feed-grain, 
tools,  and  implements  of  agriculture.  The  fervice  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  convifts  was  to  be  aflr^ncd  to  them  for  their  labour  when  they 
could  make  it  appear  that  they  could  feed  and  clothe  them.  In  thefc 
inftruftions  no  mention  was  made  dfgranting  lands  to  officers;  and  to 
other  perfons  who  might  emigrate  and  be  defirous  of  fettling  in  this 
'  country,*  no  greater  proportion  of  land  was  to  be  allotted  than  what 
was  to  be  granted  to  a  non- commifRoned  officer  of  themarines.     * 

Govern- 
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GoYcrnmenti  between  every  allotment,  referved  to  itfelf  a  fpace 
equal  to  the  largeft  grants  on  either  fide,  which,  as  Grown  land,  wa$ 
not  to  be  granted,  but  leafed  only  to  individuals  for  the  term  of 
fourteen  years. 

Provifion  was  made  for  the  church,  by  allotting  in  each  town- 
fhip,  which  (hould  be  marked  out,  four  hundred  acres  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  minifter ;  and  half  of  that  number  was  to  be  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  fchool-n>after*  If  the  allotment  fhould  happea 
to  be  made  on  the  banks  of  any  navigable  river^  care  was  to  be  taken 
that  the  breadth  of  each  track  djd  not  extend  along  the  banks  more 
than  one-third  of  the  length  of  fuch  track,  in  order  that  no  fettler 
ihould  engrofs  more  than  his  proportion  of  the  benefit  which  would 
accrue  from  iiich  a  (ituation.  And  it  was  direded^  that  the  good  an(£ 
the  bad  land  (hould  be  as  equally  divided  ascircumftances  would  allow.. 
The  original  inftrufitions  (under  which  each  male  convid  emanci- 
pated or  difcharged,  if  iingle,  was  to  have  thirty,  if  married,  fifty, 
and  ten  acres  for  every  clukl  that  he  might  have  at  the  time  of 
fettling,)  remained  in  force. 

The  particular  conditions  required  by  the  Crown  from  a  fettler 
were,  the  refiding  upon  the  ground,  proceeding  to  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  allotment,  and  referving  fuch  of  the  timber 
thereof    as    might   be  fit   for    naval   purpofes    for   the    ufe   of  his 

Majefty. 

About  the  latter  end  of  July  a  fpermaceti  whale  was.  feen  in  the 
harbour,  and  fome  boats  went  after  it  with  harpoons  ;  but,  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  people  in  the  ufe  of  them,  the  fi(h  efcaped  unhurf» 
In  a  few  days  afterwards  a  punt  belonging  to  one  of  the  officers  was 
puifued  by  a  whale  and.  overfet  ;  by  which  accident  a  midihipman  of 
the  Sirius  and  two  foldiers  were  imfortunately  drowned. 

The  fick  lift  now  confifted  of  only  three  hundred  and  thirty-twa 
perfons,  and  was  found  to  be  dsuly  decreafing :  the  mortality  was  in- 
finitely lefs  at  the  ^nd  than  at  the  beginning  of  ihe  month. 

p  2  Th* 
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The  Surprifc  failed  on  thefirft  of  Auguft  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  having  on 
board  thirty-five  male  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  female  convids,  with 
two  fuperintendantSy  a  deputy  commiflary,  and  an  affiftant-furgeon. 

On  the  8th  of  the  month  the  Scarborough-  faHed  for  CaTiton,  and' 
the  Neptune  was  preparing  to  follow  her;  when  fome  of  the  conviAs, 
who  had  come  out  in  that  (hip,  put  in  before  the  Judge^advocate 
their  claims  ujx>n  the  Mafter,  Mr.  Donald  Trailj  not  only  for  clothing 
and  other  articles,  but  for  money,  which  ihey  ftated  to  have  been 
taken  from  them  at  the  time  of  their  embarkation,  and  which  had 
never  been  reflored  to  them.  Many  of  thefe  claims  were  difputed  by 
Mr.  Trail,  and  others  v/ere  fettled  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  claim- 
ants;  but  of  their  clothing,  knives,  buckles,  &c.  he  could  give  no 
other  account,  than  that  he  was  dire^flcd  by  the  naval  agent  to  deftroy 
them  at. their  embarkation  for  obvious  reafons,  tending  to  the  fafety  of 
the  fhip  and  for  the  prefervation  of  their  healths* 

The  Neptune  failed  on  the  24th ;  previous  to  which,  information 
having  been  received  that  feveral  conVifts  purpofed  making  their  ef- 
cape  from  the  colony  in  her,  the  Governor  fent  an  armed  pany  of 
foldiers  to  fearch  the  fhip,  when  two  men  and  one  woman  were 
found  concealed  among  the  fire-wood.  They,  v^cre  taken  on  flioit, 
and  the  men  puniflied  for  their  attempt. 

An  excurfion  into  the  country  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  month,  been 
made  by  fome  officers*  They  were  abfent  fix  days  ;  and  on  their  re- 
turn reported,  that  they  had  proceeded  in  a  direftion  S.  S.  W.  of 
Rofe  Hill ;  that  they  met  with  frefli  water  running  to  the  north- 
ward ;  found  the  traces  of  natives  wherever  they  went ;  pafled  through 
a  very  bad  country,  interfered  every  where  with  deep  ravines  ;  and 
had  reafon  to  think  that  in  rainy  weatiier  the  rUri  of  water  which  they 
met  with  rofe  above  its  ordinary  level  between  thirty  and  forty  feet. 
They  faw  a  flock  of  emus,  twelve  in  number. 

It  having  been  found  that  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  were 
entry fted  to  the  convids  refiding  at  the  diftant  farms  for  their  protcc* 

tion 
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tion  againft  the  natiTes,  were  made  a  very  difTeretic  ufe  of,  an  ordei! 
Iva6  given^  recalling  theiH,  and  jH'ohibkiDg  any  convifts  from  ffnng 
out  with  arms,  except  thofe  who  were  licenfed  game-killers. 

The  Clergyman  complaining  of  non-altendajKc-  at  divine  fervice, 
which,  it  muft  be  obfcrved,  was  generaHy  performed  in  the  open  air, 
alike  unfheltered  from  wind  and  rain,  as  from  the  fervour  of  the  fum* 
mer^s  fun,  it  was  ordered  that  three  pounds  of  flour  ihould  be  de- 
duced from  the  ration  of  each  overfeer,  and  two  pounds  from  that 
of  each  labouring  conviA,  who  (hould  not  attend  prayers  once  on 
^ach  Sunday,  unlefs  fome  reafonabl^  excufe  for  their  abfence  fhould 
be  afiigned« 

In  this  month  one  convidi  was  executed  for  (heep-ftealing.  The 
prefervation  of  ftock  was  an  objeft  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the 
colony,  that  it  had  become  indifpcnfably  neceflary  to  prote£l  it  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  Had  any  lenity  been  extended  to  thia 
offender,  it  might  have  been  the  caufc  of  many  depredations  being 
made  upon  the  ftock,  which  it  was  hoped  his  punifhment  would  pre- 
vent* 

The  female  convids  were  now  employed  in  making  the  flops  for 
the  men,  which  had  been  fent  out  unmade*  Each  woman  that  could 
work  at  her  needle  had  materials  for  two  ihirts  given  her  aft  a 
time;  and,  while  fo  employed,  was  not  to  be  taken  for  any  othef 
Jaboun 

The  ftorehoufe  which  was  begun  in  July  was  finiflied  during  this 
month.     Its  dimenfions  were,  one  hundred  feet  by  twenty-two. 

At  Rofe  Hill  the  convifts  were  employed  in  conftruding  the  iiew 
town  which  had  been  marked  out,  building  the  huts,  an^  forming  the 
principal  ftreet.  The  Governor,  who  perfonally  dire^ed  all  thefe 
works,  caufed  a  fpot  of  ground  for  a  capacious  garden  to  be  allotted 
for  the  ufe  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  contiguous  to  the  fpot 
whereon  his  Excellency  meant  to  ereft  barracks  for  that  corps. 

The  whale  that  occafioned  the  overturning  of  a  boat,  by  which 
three  lives  were  loft,  had  never  found  its  way  out  of  the  harbour, 

but, 
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but,  getting  on  fhore  in  Manly  Bay,  vfzs  killed  by  the  natives,  and 
VTM  the  caufe  of  numbers  of  them  being  aOfembled  to  partake  of  the 
repafts  which  it  afforded  them. 

.'  Since  the  efcape  of  Bennillong,  the  native,  in  May,  nothing  had 
been  heard  of  him,  nor  had  any  thing  v^orthy  of  notice  occurred 
among  the  other  natives.  In  the  beginning  of  September,  they  v^rere 
brought  forward  again  by  a  circumflance  which  feemed  at  firfl:  ta 
threaten  the  colony  with  a  lofs  that  muft  have  been  for  fome  time 
feverely  felt  j  but  which  was  fucceeded  by  an  opening  of  that  ami- 
cable intercourfe  with  thefe  people  which  the  Governor  had  always 
laboured  to  eflablifh,  and  which  was  at  lafl:  purchafed  by  a  moft 
unpleafknt  accident  to  himfelf,  and  at  the  rifk  of  his  life. 

Governor  Phillip,  who  bad  uniformly  direded  every  undertaking  ia 
perfon  fince  the  formation  of  the  colony,  went  down  in  the  morning 
of  the  7th  to  the  South  Head,  accompanied  by  two  officers,  to  give 
fame  inftrudtons  to  the  people  employed  in  eredling  a  column  at 
that  place.  As  he  was  returning  to  the  fettlement,  be  received  infor- 
mation, by  a  boat  which  had  landed  fome  gentlemen  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  harbour,  who  were  going  on  an  excurfion  to  Broken  Bay, 
that  Bennillong  had  been  feen  there  by  them,  and  had  fent  the 
Governor^  as  a  prefent,  a  piece  of  the  whale  which  was  then  lying  in 
the  wa(h  of  the  furf  on  the  beach.  Anxious  to  fee  him  again,  the 
Governor,  after  taking  fome  arms  from  the  party  at  the  Look-out 
(which  he  thought  the  more  requifite  in  this  vifit,  as  he  heard  that  the 
cove  was  full  of  natives),  went  down  and  landed  at  the  place  where 
the  whale  was  lying.  There  he  not  only  faw  Bennillong,  but  Cole-be 
alfo,  who  had  made  his  efcape  from  the  Governor's  houfe  a  few 
days  after  his  capture.  At  firft  his  Excellency  trufted  himfelf  alone 
with  thefe  people  ;  but  the  few  months  that  Bennillong  had  been  away 
had  fo  altered  his  perfon,  that  the  Governor,  until  joined  by  his 
companions,  did  not  perfedly  recoiled  his  old  acquaintance.  This 
native  had  been  always  much  attached  to  Captain  Collins,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  then  with  the  Governor^   and  teflified  with  much 

warmth 
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warmth  his  fatlsfadion  at  feeing  him  again.  Several  articles  of 
wearing  apparel  were  given  to  him  and  his  companions  (taken  for 
-that  purpofc  from  the  people  in  the  boat,  bjt  who,  all  but  one  man, 
remained  on  their  oars  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  any  accident)  ;  and  a 
promife  was  exadled  from  his  Excellency  by  Bennillong  to  return  in 
two  days  with  more,  and  alfo  with  fome  hatchets  or  tomahawks.  The 
cove  was  full  of  natives  allured  by  the  attraOions  of  a  whale-feaft  ;  and 
It  being  remarked,  during  the  conference,  that  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
were  drawing  into  a  circle  round  the  Governor  and  his  friends  (who 
had  moft  inexcufably  expofed  themfclvcs),  the  Governor  propofed  re- 
tiring to  the  boat  by  degrees ;  but  Bennillong,  who  had  prefeuted  to 
him  feveral  natives  by  name,  pointed  out  one,  whom  the  Governor, 
thinking  to  take  particular  notice  o^  ftepped  forward  to  meet,  holding 
out  both  his  hands  towards  him.  The  favage  not  underftanding  this 
civility,  and  perhaps  thinking  that  he  was  going  to  fcize  hiqi  as  .a 
prifoner,  lifted  a  fpear  from  the  grafs  with  his  foot,  and,  fixing  it  on 
his  throwing- ftick,  in  an  inftant  darted  it  at  the  Governor.  The 
fpear  entered  a  littk  above  the  collar-bone,  and  had  been  difcharged 
with  fuch  force  that  the  barb  of  it  came  through  on  the  other  fide. 
Several  other  fpears  were  thrown,  but  happily  no  further  mifchief  wa,8 
efFe<aed.  The  fpear  was  with  difficulty  broken  by  one  of  the  gentle- 
men prefent ;  and  while  the  Governor  was  walking  down  to  thte 
boat  the  people  landed  with  the  arms ;  bjat  of  four  mufquets  which 
they  brought  on  (hore  one  only  could  be  fired. 

The  boat  had  five  miles  to  row  before  it  reached  the  fettlement ; 
hut,  the  people  in  her  exerting  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  the  Governor 
was  in  his  houfe  in  fomething  lefs  than  two  hours.  The  fpear 
was  extraded  with  much  fkili  by  one  of  the  afllftant-furgeons,  who 
immediately  pronounced  the  wound  not  mortaL 

No  other  motive  could  be  aflTigneil  for  this  conduct  in  the  favage, 
than  the  fuppofecl  apprchenfion  that  fome  ill  was  intended  him  by  the 
Governor  ;  but  it  certainly  would  not  have  happened  had  the  pre- 
ca\ition   of  talcing  even  a  fingle  mglket  on  fliore  been  attended  to. 

4  The 
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The  Governor  had  always  placed  too  great  a  confidence  in  thefe 
people,  under  an  idea  that  the  fight  of  fire-arms  would  deter  them 
from  approaching  j  he  had  now-,  however,  been  taught  a  leflbn 
which,  it  might  be  prefumed,  he  would  never  forget. 

This  accident  gave  caufe  to  the  opening  of  a'  communication  be* 
tv^-^en  the  natives  and  the  fcttlement ;  which,  although  attended  with 
/uch  an  unpromifing  beginning,  it  was  hoped  would  be  followed  with 
good  confequences. 

A  few  days  after  the  accident,  Bennillong,  who  certainly  had  not 
any  culpable  (hare  in  the  tranfaAioni  came  with  his  wife  and  fome 
of  his  companions  to  a  cove  on  the  North  (hore  not  far  from  the, 
fettlement ;  where,  by  means  of  Boo-roong,  the  female  who  lived 
in  the  Clergyman's  houfe,  an  interview  was  effe^d  between  the 
natives  and  fome  officers,  who,  at  confiderable  perfonal  rifk,  went  over 
with  her. 

At  this  time  the. name  of  the  man  who  wounded  the  Governor 
was  firft  known  to  be  Wil-le^me*ring ;  and  Bennillong  made  many 
attempts  to  fix  a  belief  that  he  had  beaten  him  feverely  for  the 
•aggrefTion.  Bennillong  declared,  that  he  would  wait  in  that  fitua^ 
tion  for  fome  days,  and  hoped  that  the  Governor  would  be  able,  be* 
•fore  the  expiration  of  them,  to  vifit  him.  On  the  tenth  day  after  he 
had  received  the  wound,  his  Excellency  was  fo  idn  recovered  as  to  go 
«to  the  place,  accompanied  by  feveral  officers,  all  armed.  Here  he  faw 
Bennillong  and  his  companions.  Bennillong  repeated  the  affurance^ 
of  his  having,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Cole-be,  feverely  beaten 
WiUe-me^ring,  and  added,  that  his  throwing  the  fpear  at  the  Go- 
vernor was  entirely  the  effed  of  his  fears,  and  done  from  the  impulfe 
of  felf-prefervation. 

The  day  preceding  the  Governor's  vifit,  the  fiibing  boats  had  the 
greateft  fuccefs  that  had  yet  been  met  with  j  near  four  thoufand  of 
a  filli»  named  by  the  inhabitants,  from  its  ihape  only,  the"  falmon^ 
being  taken  at  two  hauls-  of  the  feine.  Each  fifli  weighed  on  an 
average  about  five  pounds ;  they  were  iflued  both  at  Port  Jackfon 

and 
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ud  RoJe  Hill ;.  aad  between  thirty  ani  forty  were  fent  as  a  con- 
ciliating prefent  to  Bennillong  and  his  party  on  the  North  Ihore. 

Thefe  circumftances,  and  the  vifit  to  the  natives,  in  which  it  was 
esileavoqred  to  convince  them  that  no  animofity  was  retained  on  ac« 
count  of  the  late  accident,  nor  refentmcnt  harboured  againll  any  but 
the  a&ual  perpetrator  of  the  faA,  created  a  variety  in  the  converfation 
of  the  day  ;  and  thbfe  who  were  defirouB  of  acquiring  the  language 
weveglad  of  the  opportunity  which  the  recently-*opened  intercourfe 
feemed  to  promife  them. 

In  the  night  of  the  26th,  a  defertion  of  an  extraordinary  nature 
took  place.  Five  male  convi£ts  conveyed  themfelves,  in  a  fmall  flat 
boat  called  a  punt,  from  Rofe  Hill,  undifcovered.  They  here  ex- 
changed the  punt  for  a  boat,  though  very  fmall  and  weak,  with  a 
maft  and  fail,  with  which  they  got  out  of  the  harbour.  On  fending 
to  Rofe  Hill,  people  were  found  who  could  give  an  account  of  their 
intentions  and  proceedings,  and  who  knew  that  they  purpofed  fleer- 
ing for  Otaheite,  having  each  taken  provifions  for  one  week,  their 
clothes  and  bedding,  three  iron  pots,  and  fome  other  utenfils  of  that 
nature.  They  had  all  come  out  in  the  laft  fleet,  and  took  this  method 
of  fpeedily  accomplifhing  their  fentences  of  tranfportation,  which  were 
for  the  term  of  their  natural  lives.  A  boat  was  fent  in  fearch,  but 
returned  without  difcovering  the  leaft  trace  of  them.  They,  no  doubt, 
had  puftied  diredly  out  upon  that  ocean  which,  from  the  wretched 
ftate  of  the  boat  wherein  they  trufted  themfelves,  muft  have  proved 
their  grave. 

The  Governor  purpofing  to  ereft  a  capacious  ftorehoufe  and  a  range 
of  barracks  at  Role  Hill,  a  cpuvift,  who  underftood  the  buCnefs  of 
brick-making,  was  fent  up  for  the  purpofe  of  manufaduring  a  quan- 
tity fufficient  for  thofe  buildings  j  a  vein  of  clay  having  been  found 
which  it  was  fuppofed  would  burn  into  good  bricks.  A  very  conve- 
nient wharf  and  landing-place  were  made  at  that  fettlement,  and 
twenty-feven  huts  wex^  in  great  forwardnefs  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

QL  Very 
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Very  flight  hopes  were  entiertained  of  the  wheat  ©f  this  reafon  j  for 
extremely  dry  weather  was  daily  burning  it  up*  Toward  the  latter- 
end  of  the  month  fome  rain  fell,  the  firft  that  had  deferved  the  name 
of  rain  fince  June  :  but  the  little  which  now  fell  foon  ceafed ;  and  io; 
Odlober  the  gardens  and  the  corn  grounds  were  agsun  parching  for* 
want  of  moifture.  The  grafs  in  the  woods  was  fo  dried,  that  a.finglc^ 
fpark  would  have  fct  the  furrounding  country  in  flames ;  aninflance; 
of  this  did  happen  early  in  the  month,  with  the  wind,  blowing  ftrong; 
at  N.  W.    The  fire  was,  however,  happily  checkeda 
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j^ENNILLONG,  after  appoiating  fevcral  days  to  vifit  the  Governor, 
at  laft  made  his  appearance^  attended  by  three  of  ^  his  companions. 
The  welcome  reception  which  they  met  with,  frorm  every  one  who 
faw  them,  infpired  the  ftrangers  with  fuch  a  confidence  in  their  entdr- 
tainers,  that  the  vifit  was  foon  repeated  j  and  at  length  Bennillong 
folicited  the  Governqr  to  build  him  a  hut  at  the  extremity  of  the 
caftern  point  of  the  cove.  This  the  Governor,  who  was  very  defirous 
of  preferving  the  friendly  intercoUrfe  which  now  fubfifted,  readily  pro- 
miied,  and  gave  the  neceflary  dirciSions  for  its  being  built. 

While  they  were  thus  amufing  themfelves  with  thefe  children  of 
ignorance,  the  fignal  for  a  fail  was  made  at  the  South  headj  and 
fhortly  after  the  Supply  anchored  iu  the  cove  from  Batavia,  having 
b?ea  abfent  from  the  fettlement:  fix  months  and  two  days.  Lieu- 
tenant Ball  had  arrived  at  Batavia  on  the  6th  of  July,  where  he  " 
hired  a  veflel,  a  Dutch  fnow,  which  was  to  fail  fhortly  after  him  ' 
with  the  provifions  that  he  had^  putchafcd  for  the  colony.     While  ' 
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the  Supply  lay  at  Batavia  the  feafon  was  more  unhealthy  than  had 
ever  been  known  before  ;  every  hofpital  was  full,  and  feveral  hun- 
dreds of  the  inhabitants  had  died.  Lieutenant  Ball,  at  ihk  grave  of 
Europeans,  buried  his  lieutenant,  his  gunner,  and  feveral  ef  his  fea- 
men.  He  had  tried  for  fome  days  to  touch  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  but 
inefFe£tually,  being  prevented  by  an  eafterly  wind. 

By  tlie  return  of  this  veflel  feveral  conoLforts  were  inirochiced  rntd 
tlie  fettlement ;  her  commander  having  paid  the  kindeft  attention  to* 
the  want's  of  the  officers  by  procuring  theif  refpcdive  inveftments. 

in  his  pafTag^  to  Batavia,  Lieutenant  Ball  had  feen  fome  iflanda;  to^ 
which,  conjet9;uring,  from  tiOt  finding  them  in  any  charts  which  he- 
had  on  board,  that  he  might  claim  being  the  difcoverer  of  them,  he 
gave  names  accordingly.  Although  anxious  to  make  an  expeditioua 
paflage,  he  had  the  mortification  to  be  baffled  by  contrary  winds  both 
to  ^nd  from  Batavia ;  and  at  that  fettlement^  iaftead  of  finding  the 
Governor-general  (to  whom  in  his  orders  he  v^aa  dke^ed  to^  a^l^ply 
for  permiifion  to  purchafe  provifions,  and  for  a  fhip  to  bring  them): 
ready  to,  forward  the  fervice  that  be  came  upoo,  which  he  reprefented 
aa  requiring  the  utmoft}  expedition,  he  was  referred  to  the  Sabandba'ar^ 
Mn  N.  Engelhard^  who^  after  much  delay  and  pretence  of  cfrfficulty 
in  prociuring  a  veflel,  produced:  one,  a  ftiow,  which  they  eftitftatfed  at 
three  hundred-  and  fifty  tons  bUrthen,  ^md^  demanded  to.  be  J)aid  for 
her  at  the  rate  of  eighty  rix-doUaus  for- every  ton- freight,  amountimg; 
together  to  tweuty-eigbt/thaufioKl  m^oUars,- each  rix-dollar  Being 
computed  at  forty-eight  Dutch  pemiies^  and  the  freight  wa<  to  be 
paid  although  the  vefiel  fhould  be  loft  on  the  paflage. 

As  it  was  impoffible  to  hire  any  veffel  there  npon  more  reafonable 
terms.  Lieutenant  Ball  was  compelled  to  engage  the  one  offered.  Of 
the  provifions  that  he  was  inftrudcd  to  procure,  the  whole  quantity 
of  flour  (two- hundred  thoufand  pounds)  was  not  to  be  had^he  being 
able  to  purchafe  only  twenty,  thoufaad  and  twenty-one  pounds,  for 
which  they  charged  ten  flivers  per  pound  ;  an  addition  of  about  one^ 
third  of  a  penny  per  pound  was  charged  fiM^griadihg  it,  making,  with 
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the  charge  for  the  leagers  which  contained  it,,  and  exclufive  of  the 
freight,  every  pound  of  flour  coft  as  nearly  as  poffible  ten-pence 
three  farthings.  To  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  flour,  Lieutenant 
BaH  purchafed  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  rice,  at  one  rix-doUar 
and  forty-four  ftivers  per  hundred  weight,  over  and  above  the  feventy 
ihoufand  pounds  that  he  had  been  directed  to  procufe.  The  fait  pro- 
vifions  were  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  feven  ftivers  per  pound  j  and  the 
amount  of  the  whole  cargo,  including  caiks,  wood  for  dunnage,  hire 
of  cooTeys,  and  of  craft  for  ihipping  the  provifions,  made  a  total  of 
fifty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-one  rix  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  ftivers^  or  1 1,688  L  fterling* 

The  criminal  court. had  been  twice  aflfembled  during  the  month  of 
Odlober,  when  feveral  were  tried  for  felony  ^  two  of  whom,  old  and 
hardened  oflfenders,  were  executed. 

Early  in  November  the  weather  evidently  became  warmer  every 
day;  and  ahhough  the  trees  bad  never  wholly  loft  their  foliage,  yet 
they  gave  mamfeft  figas  of  returning  fpringp 

A  fraall  boat  which  had  been  fent  out  with  a  feine  was  loft  fome- 
where  about  Middle  Head.  She  had  five  convids  in  her  ;  and  from 
the  reports  of  the  natives,  wKo  were  witnefles  of  the  accident,  it  was 
fuppofed  that  they  had  crofl^ed  the  harbour's  mouth,  and,  having 
hauled  the  feine  ia  Hunter's  Bay,  were  returning  loaded,  when^ 
getting-in  too  clofe  with  the  rocks  and  the*  furf  under  Middle 
Head,  (he  filled  and  went  down.  The  firft  information  that  any 
accidbnt  had  happened  was  given  by  the  natives,  who  had  fecured 
the  rudder,  the  maft,  an  oar,,  and  other  parts  of  the  boat,  which 
they  had  fixed  in  fuch  fituations  as  were  likely  to  render  them 
Gonfpicuous  to  any  boat  pafliag  that  way.  Some  gentlemen  going 
down  foon  after  found  their  information  too  true*  One  of  the  bodiea 
was  lying  dead  upon  the  beach. 

This  appeared  to  be  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  good  effedt  of  the 
intercourfe  which  had  been  opened  with  thefe  people;  and  there 
feemed  wanting  only  a  good  underftandlng  between  the  parties  to 

eftablifh 
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eftablifti  that  harmony  which  might  prove  produdlive  of  the  beft  con- 
fequences,  and  would,  moft  probably,  had  it  earlier  commenced,  have 
been  the  means  of  preventing  many  of  the  unfortunate  accidents 
which  had  happened.  The  Governor,  however,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  dired,  that  ofFenfive  weapons  fhould  not  be  given  to  thefe  people 
in  exchange  for  any  of  their  articles ;  being  apprehenfive  that  they 
might  ufe  them  among  thcmfelves,  and  not  wiftiing  by  any  means  to 
arm  them  againft  each  other. 

A  ftorehoufe  had  been  ereded  at  Rofe  Hill  during  this  month  j  the 
dimepfions  of  which  were  one  hundred  feet  by  twenty-foun  The 
bricks  there,  either  from  fome  error  in  the  procefs,  or  dcfe<fi  in  the 
clay,  were  not  fo  good  as  thofe  made  at  Sydney,  In  their  colour 
they  w^re  of  a  deep  red  when  burned,  but  did  not  appear  to  be 
durable. 

At  Sydney,  a  good  landing-place  on  the  Eaft  fide  was  completed  ; 
and  two  fmall  brick  huts,  one  for  a  cutler's  (hop,  and  another  for  the 
purpofe  of  boiling  oil  or  melting  tallow,  were  built  on  the  fame  fide. 
A  wharf  was  alfo  marked  out  on  the  Weft  fide,  which  was  to  be  car- 
ried fax  enough  out  into  deep  water  to  admit  of  the  loaded  hoy 
coming  along-fide  at  any  time  of  the  tide.  The  hut,  a  brick  one 
twelve  feet  fquare  and  covered  with  tiles,  vras  finiflied  for  Bennillong, 
and  taken  pofleffion  of  by  him. 

The  temporary  barrack  which  had  been  erefted  within  the  redoubt 
at  Rofe  Hill  going  faft  to  decay,  the  foundation  of  a  range  of  brick 
buildings  for  the  officers  and  foldiers  ftationed  there  was  laid  early  in 
DecenAer.  The  Governor  fixed  the  fituation  contiguous  to  the  ftore-  \ 
houfe  lately  eredted  there,  to  which  they  might  ferve  as  a  protedion. 
They  were  defigned  as  quarters  for  one  company,  with  the  proper 
number  of  oiBBcers,  a  guard-room,  and  two  fmall  ftore-rooms. 

On  the  loth  of  December  a  convid,  employed  by  Governor  Phillip 
to  (hoot  for  him,  was  dangeroufly  wounded  by  a  native  named 
Pe-mul-wy*,  while  in  queft  of  game  at  fome  confiderable  diftance  In 

*  His  name  was  readily  obtained  from  tliofc  natives  who  viiited  the  fettlement. 
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the  woods.  When  brought  in,  he  declared,  and  at  a  time  when  he 
thought  himfelf  dying,  that  he  did  not  give  any  offence  to  the  man 
who  wounded  him ;  that  he  had  even  quitted  his  arms,  to  induce 
him  to  look  upon  him  as  a  friend,  when  the  favage  threw  his  fpear  at 
about  the  diftance  of  ten  yards,  with  a  {kill  that  was  fatally  unerring. 
When  the  fpear  was  extraded  (which  was  not  till  fuppuration  took 
place)  ic  was  found  to  have  entered  his  body  under  the  left  arm,  to 
the  depth  of  feven  inches  and  a  half,  and  was  armed  for  five  or  fix 
inches  from  the  point  with  ragged  pieces  of  (hells  fattened  in  gum.. 
His  recovery  was  pronounced  by  the  furgeon  to  be  very  doubtful. 

As  the  attack  on  this  man  appeared  to  have  been  wanton  and  cn^ 
tirely  unprovoked,  not  only  froiii  the  fufferer*s  own  relation  of  the^ 
circumftance,  but  from  the  account  of  thofe  who  were  with  him,  and 
who  bore  teftimony  to  his  being  unarmed,  the  Governor  determined 
to  punifh  the  offender,  who^  it  was  underftood,  reforted  with  his 
tribe  above  the  head  of  Botany  Bay.     He  therefore  direSed  that  an 
armed  party  from  the  garrifon  fhould  march  thither,  and  either  deftroy 
cr  make  prifoners  of  fix  perfons  (if  pradicable)  of  that  tribe  to* 
which  the  aggreflbr  belonged,  carefully  avoiding  to  offer  any  injury 
to  either  womfen  or  children.     To  this  meafure  his  Excellency  reforted 
with  reludance.     He  had  always  wifhed  that  none  of  their  blood 
might  be  fhed;  and  in  his  own  cafe,  when  wounded  by  the  native, 
as  he  could  not  punifh  him  on  the  fpot,  he  gave  up  all  thoughts  of 
doing  it  in  future.    As,  however,  they  feemed  to  take  every  advantage 
©f  unarmed  men,  fome  check  appeared  abfolutely  neceflary.     Accord- 
ingly a  party,  confifling  of  two  captains,  with  two  fubal terns,  three 
fergeants,  two  corporals,  one  drummer,  and  forty  privates,  attended 
by  two  furgeons^  fet  off  with  three  days'  provifions  for  the  purpofc 
above-mentioned^ 

There  was  litrie  probability  that  fuch  a  party  would'  be  able  fo  un- 
•xpededly  to  fall  in  with  the  people  whom  they  were  fent  to  punifh, 
as  to  furprifc  them,  without  which  chance  they  might  hunt  them  in 
tlxe woods  for  ever;  and  as  the  different  tribes  were  not  to  be  diflin- 
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guKhed  from  each  other,  but  by  being  found  inhabiting  particular 
refidcnces,  there  would  be  fome  difficulty  in  determining,  if  any  na- 
tives {hould  fall  in  their  way,  whether  they  were  the  objeiis  of  their 
expedition,  or  fome  unoffending  family  wholly  unconneded  with 
them.  The  very  circumftance,  however,  of  a  party  being  armed  ai}d 
detached  purpofely  to  punifti  the  man  and  his  companions  who  had 
wounded  a  white  man,  was  likely  to  have  a  good  effect  j  as  it  was 
well  known  to  feveral  natives,  who  were  at  this  time  in  the  town  of 
Sydney,  that  this  was  the  intention  with  which  they  were  fent  put. 

On  the  third  day  after  their  departure  they  returned  without  havings 
hurt  a  native,  or  made  a  prifonen  They  had  feen  fome  at  the  head 
of  Botany  Bay,  and  fired  at  them,  but  without  doing  any  *  injury. 
Whenever  the  party  was  feen  by  the  natives,  they  fled  with  incredible 
fwiftnefs ;  nor  had  a  fecond  attempt,  which  the  Governor  diredled, 
any  better  fuccefe. 

The  Governor,  now  determining  to  avail  himfelf  as  much  as  poffibjc 
of  the  health  and  ftrength  of  the  working  t:onvicls,  while  by  the  en- 
joyment of  a  full  ration  they  were  capable  of  exertion,  refolved  to 
proceed  with  fuch  public  buildings  as  he  judged  to  be  neceffary  for 
the  convenience  of  the  different  fettlements.  Accordingly,  the  foun- 
dation of  another  ftorehoufe  was  laid,  equal  in  dimenfions  and  in  a 
line  with  that  already  ereded  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  cove  at  Sydney. 

On  the  I  pth  the  Dutch  fnow  the  Waaklamheyd  anchored  in  the 
<:ove  from  Batavia,  having  left  that  place  on  the  20th  of  September, 
and  met  on  her  paflage  with  contrary  winds.  She  had  been  manned 
principally  with  Malays,  fixteen  of  whom  flie  buried  during  the 
paflage. 

The  mafter  produced  a  packet  from  the  Sabandhaar  (his  owner)  at 
Batavia,  inclofing  two  letters  to  the  Governor ;  one.  was  written  in 
very  good  English,  containing  fuch  particulars  refpefting  the  vefTel  as 
he  judged  it  for  his  intereft  to  communicate;  the  other,  which  was 
defigned  to  convey  fuch  information  as  he  poflefled  refpefting  Euror 
pean  politics,  being  written  in  Dutch,  unfortunately  proved  unintel- 
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ligible;  and  the  Governor  could  only  gather  from  the  mafter  (who 
fpokc  bad  Englilh),  that  a  mifunderftanding  fubfifted  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain;  but  on  what  account  could  not  be  diftindWy 
colleded. 

On  the  firft  working  day  after  her  arrival,  the  people  were  em- 
ployed in  delivering  the  cargo  from  the  fnow.  The  quantity  of  rice 
brought  in  her  was  found  to  be  fliort  of  that  purchafed  and  paid  for 
by  Lieutenant  Ball,  by  forty-two  thoufand  nine  hundred  weight  j  and 
the  Governor  confented  to  receive  in  lieu  one  pound  of  butter  (the 
mafter  having  a  quantity  of  that  article)  for  eighteen  pounds  of  rice. 
This  deficiency  had  been  afcertained  by  weighing  all  the  provifion^ 
that  were  landed  j  a  proceeding  in  which  the  mafter  acquiefced  witl\ 
much  reludance  and  fome  impertinence. 

The  numbers  who  died  by  ficknefs  in  the  year  1790  were,  two 
feamen,  one  foldier,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  male  convifts, 
feven  females,  and  ten  children. 

la  the  above  time,  four  male  convids  were  executed  j  one  mid- 
flxipipan,  two  foldiers,  and  fix  male  convids,  were  drowned;  one 
convia  perifticd  in  the  woods,  and  two  abfconded ;  making  a  total 
decreafe  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  perfons.^ 

Jakuary  I79I*  The  Indian  corn  beginning  to  ripen  at  Rofe  Hill, 
the  convids  commenced  their  depredations,  for  which  feveral  were  pu- 
nifhed  j  but  nothing  fecmed  to  deter  them,  and  they  now  committed 
thefts  as  if  they  ftole  from  principle ;  for  at  this  time  they  received  the 
full  ration,  in  which  no  difference  was  made  between  them  and  the 
Governor,  or  any  other  frde  perfon  in  the  colony.  On  the  arri- 
val of  the  Dutch  proyifions,  the  Governor  had  altered  the  ration, 
and  caufed  five  pounds  of  rice  to  be  iffued  in  lieu  of  four  pounds  of 

flour. 

Information  haviivg  been  received,  that  fome  natives  had  thrown  a 
fpear  or  fiz-gig  at  a  convift  in  a  garden  on  the  weft  fide,  where 
they  had  met  together  to  fteal  potatoes,  an  armed  party  was  fcnt  to 
difperfc  them  j  when  a  club  being  thrown  by  one  of  the  natives  at 
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tlie  party,  the  latter  fired,  and  one  man  was  wounded.  This  circum- 
fiance  was  at  firft  only  furmifed,  on  tracing  a  quantity  of  blood  from 
the  fpot  to  the  water ;  but  in  a  few  days  afterwards  the  natives  in  the 
town  told  the  name  of  the  wounded  man,  and  added,  that  he  was 
then  dead,  and  to  be  found  in  a  cove  which  they  mentioned.  On 
going  to  the  place,  a  favage,  well  known  in  the  town  fince  the  inter- 
Courfe  between  them  and  the  inhabitants  had  been  opened,  was  found 
dead,  and  difpofed  of  for  burning.  He  had  been  (hot  under  the  arm,, 
ind  the  furgeon  was  of  opinion  that  he  had  bled  to  death. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  any  neceflity  exifted  for  adopting 
th?fe  fanguinary  punifhmerits  j  and  diat  they  had  not  been  yet  able  to 
reconcile  thefe  people  to  the  deprivation  of  thofe  parts  of  this  harbour 
occupied  by  the  Englifh  ;  but  while  they  entertained  the  idel  of  the 
Englifh  having  difpoffefled  them  of  their  refidences,  they  muft  always 
confider  them  as  enemies ;  and  upon  this  principle  would  make  a  point 
of  attacking  them  whenever  opportunity  and  fafety  concurred.  It  wa^ 
alfo  unfortunately  found,  that  the  knowledge  yet  obtained  by  our 
people  of  the  language  of  the  country  was  not  fufBcient  to  convey  an 
idea  in  conneded  terms.  It  was  likewife  believed  by  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Port  Jackfon,  thiat  thofe  natives  who  came  occafionally 
into  the  town,  did  not  defire  that  any  of  the  other  tribes  fliould  par- 
ticipate in  the  enjoyment  of  the  few  trifles  which  they  procured.  IF 
this  were  true,  it  would  for  a  long  time  retard  the  general  underftanding 
of  the  friendly  intentions  toward  them  ;  and  it  was  not  improbable, 
that  they  might  for  the  fame  reafon  reprefent  the  white  people  in  a 
very  unfavourable  light. 

It  had  been  the  cuftom  to  leave  the  fignal  colours  during  the  day 
at  the  flag-ftaflf  on  the  fouth  head;  at  which  place  they  were  feen  by 
fome  of  the  natives,  who,  watching  their  opportu4aity,  ran  away  with 
them,  and  they  were  afterwards  feen  divided  among  them  in  their 
canoes,  and  ufed  as  coverings. 

.  On  the  2  2d,  the  Supply  failed  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  fome  pro- 
vITions  for  that  fettlement.     Xieut&nant  Ball  labouring  Under  a  fevere 

illnefs. 
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iUoefs^  the  mafter  was  dircfted  by  the  Governor  to  take  t:liarge  of  the 
.Teflcl  ufitii  Mr.  Ball  (hould  be  able  to  refam^e  the  oommand. 

Oa  the  2 ad,  the  man  employed  to  (hoot  for  the  Governor  expired 
of  the  wound  that  he  had  received  from  the  native.  On  opening  the 
body,  the  fpear  appeared  to  have  v^ounded  tl\e  left  lobe  of  the  lungs^ 
\yhich  wa$  found  adhering  to  the  fide.  In  the  cavity  were  difcovered 
jfome  of  the  pieces  of  flone  and  ihells  with  which  the  weapon  had 
been  armed.  This  man  had  been  fufpedled  of  having  wantonly  killed 
or  wounded  fevcral  of  the  natives  in  the  courfe  of  his  excurfions  after 
game ;  but  he  flseadily  denied,  from  the  time  when  he  was  brought 
in,  to  his  lai|  moment  of  life^  having  ever  fired  at  them  but  oiice>  and 
then  merely  in  defence  of  his  own  life. 

At  Rofe  Hill,  great  progrefs  was  made  in  the  building  of  the  new 
barrackf. 

At  Sydney,  the  public  works  in  hand  were,  building  the  new  ftore^ 
houfe,  and  two  brick  houfes,  one  for  the  clergyman,  and  {he  other 
for  the  furveyor-general. 

The  mailer  of  the  Dutch  fnow  having  received  ia{lru49:ipns  from 
his  owner,  the  Sabandhaar  at  Batavia,  to  offer  the  veflel  to  the  Go- 
vernor, either  for  fale  or  for  hire,  after  flie  ihould  he  cleared  of  ber 
cargo,  mentioned  the  circumftance  to  his  Excellency,  ^Qd  propofed 
to  him  to  fell  the  veiTel,  with  all  her  furniture  and  provifipns,  for  the 
fum  of  thirty-thr^?  thoufand  rix-doUars,  or  to  let  ber  Op  hire  at  fifteen 
tix^doHars  per  ton  per  month  ;  in  either  of  which  cafes  a  pafll^  Was 
to  be  providtsd  for  his  people  to  iht  Cape  c£  Good  Hope.  The  Go- 
vernor was  defirous  of  fending  this  veflel  to  England  with  the  officen 
and  people  of  the  Sirius;  but  it  was  iAipoiflible  to  clofe  with  either  of 
thefe  offers,  and  he  rejeded  them.  Her  niafter:  therefore  dropped  the 
veflel  down  to  ihe  lower  part  of  the  harbom*,.  faying  that  be  fliould 
fail  immediately ;  however,  to  try  the  fuccefs  of  other  propofals,  he 
wrote  to  the  Govemor^s  fecretary,  offering  ta  let  the  veflfel  for  the 
voyage  to  England  for  twenty  thoufand  rix-doUars ;  ftipulatitig,  tha£ 
thirty  tbonland  rix^dollars  fliould  be  paid  Sox  her  in  the  event,  of  her 
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being  loft ;  the  crew  to  be  landed  at  the  Cape,  and  himfelf  to  be  fur« 
nifhed  with  a  paflage  to  England.  On  receiving  this  fecond  offer, 
his  Excellency  informed  him,  that,  initead  of  his  propofal,  one  pound 
fterling  per  ton  per  month  (hould  be  given  for/the  hire  of  the  fnow, 
to  be  paid  when  the  voyage  fliould  be  completed.  With  this  offer, 
the  mafter,  notwithftanding  his  having  quitted  the  cove  on  his  firft 
terms  being  rejeded,  declared  himfelf  fatisfied,  and  diredly  returned 
to  the  cove,  faluting  with  five  guns  on  his  coming  to  an  anchor. 

After  fome  delay,  occafioned  by  the  perverfenefs  and  ignorance 
of  this  man,  the  charter-party  was  finally  fettled ;  he  confenting  to 
be  paid  for  only  three  hundred  tons,  inftead  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  for  which  flie  had  been  impofed  upoA  Lieutenant  Ball  at 
Batavia. 

The  Supply,  after  an  abfence  of  five  weeks,  returned  from  Nor- 
folk Ifland,  having  on  board  Captain  Hunter,  with  the  officers  and 
people  of  the  Sirius.  They  brought  a  confirmation  that  the  fears 
which  had  been  entertained  of  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  that  fettle** 
ment  had  been  too  well  founded.  The  fupply  of  provifions  which 
was  difpatched  in  the  Juftinian  and  Surprize  reached  them  at  a  critical 
point  of  time,  there  being  in  ftore  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  when  they 
appeared  off  the  ifland,  provifions  but  for  a  few  days  at  the  ration 
'  then  iflfued,  which  was  three  pounds  of  flour  and  one  pint  of  rice ; 
or,  in  lieu  of  flour,  three  pounds  of  Indian  meal  or  of  wheat,  ground, 
and  not  feparated  from  the  hufks  or  the  bran.  Their  fait  provifions 
were  fo  nearly  expended,  that  while  a  bird  or  a  fifli  could  be  procured 
no  fait  meat  was  ifTued.  The  weekly  ration  of  this  article  was  only 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  beef,  or  feventeen  ounces  of  pork.  Wha{; 
their  fituation  might  have  been  but  for  the  providential  fupply  of  birds 
that  they  met  with,  it  is  impofiible  to  fay;  to  themfehres  it  had 
appeared  too  big  with  calamity  to  be  contemplated  without  terror. 
On  Mount  Pitt  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  obtain,  in  an  abundance 
altxtoft  incredible,  a  fpecies  of  aquatic  birds,  anfwering  the  defcriptioa 
(of  (box  known  by  the  name  of  the  Puffin«    Tbefe  birds  came  in  from 

the 
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the  fea  every  evening,  in  clouds  literally  darkc;nLDg  the  tar^  and,  der 
fcending  on  Mount  Pitt,  depoHted  their  eggs  in  deep  holes  made  by 
themfelves  in  the  ground,  generally  quitting  them  in  the  morning,  and 
returning  to  feek  their  fubfiftence  in  the  fea.     From  two  to  three 
thoufand  of  thefe  birds  were  often  taken  in  a  night.     Their  feeking 
their  food  in  the  ocean  left  no  doubt  of  their  own  flefh  partaking  of 
the  quality  of  that  upon  which  they  fed ;  but  to  people  circumftanced 
as  were  the  inhabitants  on  Norfolk  Ifland,  this  leflened  not  their  im« 
portance ;  and  while  any  Mount  Ktt  birds  were  to  be  had,  they 
were  eagerly  fought.     The  knots  of  the  pine  tree,  fplit  and  made  into 
fmall  bundles,  afibrded  the  miferable  occupiers  of  a  fmall  fpeck  in 
the  ocean   fufficient  light    to   guide   them    through  the  woods,  ia 
fearch  of  what  was  to  ferve  them  for  their  next  day's  meal.     They 
were  alfo  fortunate  enough  to  have  loft  but  a  few  cafks  of  the  pro- 
vidons  which  had  been  brought  to  the  ifland  in  the  Sirius,  by  far  the 
greater  part  being  got  fafely  on  fhorc ;  but  fo  hazardous  was  at  all 
times  the  landing  in  Sydney  Bay,  that,  in  difcharging  the  two  fhips, 
the  large  cutter  belonging  to  the  Sirius  was  loft  upon  the  reef,  as  flie 
was  coming  in  with  a  load  of  cafks,  and  fome  women ;  by  which 
accident,    two  feamen  of  the  Sirius,  three   women,    one  child  (ai) 
infant  at  the  breaft,  whofe  mother  got  fafe  on  ihore),  and  one  male 
con  via  who  fwam  off  to  their  afliftance,  were  unfortunately  drowned* 
The  weather,  notwithftanding  this  accident,  was  fo  favourable  at  other 
times,  that  in  one  day  two  hundred  and  ninety  cafks  were  landed  from 
the  (hips. 

The  experience  of  three  years  had  now  (hewn,  that  the  fummer 
was  the  only  proper  feafon  for  fending  ftores  and  provifions  to  Nor* 
folk  Ifland,  as  during  that  period  the  paifage  through  the  reef  had 
been  found  as  good,  and  the  landing  as  pra£tica])Ie,  as  in  any  cove 
-in  Port  Jackfon.  But  this  was  by  no  means  certain  or  conftant;  for 
the  furf  had  been  obferved  to  rife  when  the  fea  beyond  it  was  per- 
fe£kly  calm,  and  without  the  fmalleft  indication  of  any  change  ;n 
the  weather.     A  gale  of  wind  at  a  diftance  from  the  ifland  would 
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foddenly  occafion  fuch  a  fwell,  that  landing  would  be  either  dan- 
gerous or  impra£licable. 

The  people  of  the  Sirius  had^  during  their  ftay  at  Norfollc  Ifland, 
under  the  diredion  of  Captain  Hunter,  been  mod  ufefulljr  and  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  employed  in  removing  feveral  rocks  which  obftruded  tho 
paflage  through  the  reef  j  and  a  corred  furvey  of  the  ifland  had  been 
made  by  Lieutenant  Bradley,  by  which  many  dangers  had  been  dif* 
covered,  that  until  then  had  been  unknown. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land  had  been  cleared  fince 
the  arrival  of  the  Lieutenant-governor ;  but  the  crops  of  maize  and 
wheat,  which  had  worn  a  very  promifing  appearance,  were  not  only 
retarded  by  too  dry  a  feafon,  but  infefted  by  myriads  of  grubs  and 
caterpillars,  which  deftroyed  every  thing  they  touched. 

Two  pieces  of  very  coar fe  canvas,  manufadured  at  Norfolk  Ifland, 
were  fent  to  Governor  Phillip ;  but  unlefs  better  could  be  produce^ 
from  the  looms  than  thefe  fpecimens,  little  expedation  was  to  be 
formed  of  this  article  ever  anfwering  even  the  common  culinary  pur- 
pofes  to  which  canvas  can  be  applied. 

Thofe  officers  who  had  paflTed  fome  time  in  both  fettlements  re- 
marked, that  the  air  of  Norfolk  Ifland  was  fomewhat  cooler  thanrthat 
of  Sydney ;  every  breeze  that  blew  being,  from  its  infular  fituation, 
felt  there. 

Martial  law  continued  in  force  until  the  fupplies  arrived ;  and  of 
the  general  demeanor  of  the  convida  during  that  time  report  fpoke 
favourably. 

The  Lady  Juliana,  pailing  the  ifland  in  her  way  to  China,  was  the 
fkft  (hip  that  was  feen ;  but,  to  the  inexpreflible  difappointmerit 
and  diftrefs  of  thofe  who  faw  her,  as  well  as  to  the  furprife  of  all 
who  heard  the  circumftance,  the  mafter  did  not  fend  a  boat  on  (hore. 
Nor  were  they  relieved  from  their  anxiety  until  two  days  had  pafled^ 
when  the  other  (hip  arrived. 

This  wad  the  fubftance  of  the  information  received  from  Norfolk 
Ifland«  From  an  exad  furvey  which  had  been  madei  it  was  computed,  that 

not 
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not  more  than  between  three  and  four  hundred  families  could  be  main- 
tained from  the  produce  of  the  ifland  ;  and  that  even  from  that  num- 
ber in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  many  would  be  obliged  to  emigrate. 

In  addition  to  the  other  works  in  hand  during  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  furveyor  was  employed  in  clearing  and  deepening  the  run 
of  water  which  fupplied  the  fettlement  at  Sydney,  and  which,  through 
the  long  drought,  was  at  this  time  very  low,  although  ftill  fufficient 
for  the  confumption  of  the  place.  Frefti  water  was  indeed  every 
where  very  fcarce,  moft  of  the  dreams  or  runs  about  the  cove  being 
dried  up. 

At  Rofe  Hill,  the  heat  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  the  month,  on 
which  days  at  Sydney  the  thermometer  ftood  in  the  fhadeat  105°,  was 
fo  exceflive  (being  much  increafed  by  the  fire  in  the  adjoining  woods)^ 
that  immenfe  numbers  of  the  large  fox  bat  were  feen  hanging  at  the 
boughs  of  the  trees,  and  dropping  into  the  water,  which,  by  their 
flench,  was  rendered  unwholefome.  They  had  been  obferved  for  fome 
days  before  regularly  taking  their  flight  in  the  morning  from  the  north- 
ward to  the  fouthward,  and  returning  in  the  evening.  During  the 
exceflive  heat  many  dropped  dead  while  on  the  wing ;  and  it  wa» 
remarkable,  that  ihofe  which  were  picked  up  were  chiefly  males.  In 
feveral  parts  of  the  harbour  the  ground  was  covered  with  different 
forts  of  fmall  birds,  fome  dead,  and  others  gafping  for  water. 

The  relief  of  the  detachment  at  Rofe  Hill  took  place  on  one  of  thofe 
fultry  days ;  and  the  officer,  having  occafion  to  lai>d  in  fearch  of  wa- 
ter, was  compeUed  to  walk  feveral  miles  before  any  could  be  found, 
the  runs  which  were  known  being  all  dry :  in  his  way  to  and  from 
the  boat,  he  found  a  number  cf  birds  dropping  dead  at  his  ^^U  The 
wind  was  about  north-weft,  and  did  much  injury  to  the  gardens, 
burning  up  every  thing  before  it.  Thofe  perfons  whofe  bufincfsconi- 
pclled  them  to  go  into  the  heated  air  declared,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  turn  the  face  for  five  minutes  to  the  quarter  from  wheiice  the.  wind 

blew. 
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.  The  greateO;  height  of  the  thermometer  during  this  month  was 

8  a.  in*  A  p»  nu  lo  p*  in* 

90  105  84 

The  leaft  of  ditto  62  64  61 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March  the  oflficers  and  feamen  of  the 
Sirius  were  embarked  on  board  the  fnow,  to  return  to  England.  Of 
thefe,  ten  feamen  and  two  marines  chofe  rather  to  fettle  in  that 
country  than  return  to  their  own.  The  majority  of  them  had  formed 
connexions  wjth  women,  for  whofe  fake  they  confented  to  embrace 
a  mode  of  life  for  which  the  natural  reftleflhefs  of  a  failor's  difpofition 
was  but  ill  calculated.  This  motive,  it  is  true,  they  difavowed ;  but 
one  of  the  ftipulations  which  they  were  defirous  of  making  for  them- 
felves,  being  the  indulgence  of  having  the  women  who  had  before 
lived  with  them  permitted  ftill  to  do  fo,  and  it  appearing  not  the  leaft 
important  article  in  their  confideration,  feemed  a  ftrong  prefumption 
that  it  was  the  companion,  not  the  country,  which  had  influenced 
their  decifion.  Allotments  of  fixty  acres  each  were  marked  out  for 
them  as  fettlers  at  Sydney  or  Norfolk  Ifland,  according  as  they  made 
their  choice. 

The  Supply  was  now  ready  to  fail  for  Norfolk  Ifland  j  and  on  the 
a  I  ft  of  March,  one  captain,  two  fubalterns,  one  ferjeant,  one  cor- 
poral, one  drummer,  and  eighteen  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  embarked  onboard  her,  to  relieve  a  part  of  the  marine  detach- 
ment doing  duty  there.  On  the  following  morning  (he  failed,  carry- 
ing an  inftrument  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Governor,  reftoring 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  free  man  John  Afcott,  a  convid  at 
Norfolk  Ifland,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  very  confpicuous  by  his 
exertions  in  preventing  the  Sirius  from  being  burnt  foon  after  fhe  was 
wrecked. 

On  the  28th  the  Waakfamheyd  tranfport  failed  for  England,  having 
on  board  Captain  Hunter,  with  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  His  Majefty's 
late  ihip  Sirius. 

In 
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In  the  courfc  of  the  night  oiiht  a  8th,  a  conviil  of  the  name  of 
Bryant,  whofe  term  of  tranfportation,  according  to  his  own  account, 
had  recently  expired,  eluded  the  watch  that  was  kept  upon  him,  and 
made  his  efcape,  together  with  his  wife  and  two  children  (one  an 
infant  at  the  breaft),  and  feven  other  convids,  in  a  fifliing-boat.  Their 
flight  was  not  difcovered  until  they  had  been  feveral  hours  without 
the  heads. 

They  were  traced  from  Bryant's  hut  to  the  Point ;  and  in  the  path 
were  found  a  faand^faw,  a  fcale,  and  four  or  five  pounds  of  rice, 
fcattered  about  in^diflferent  places,  which  it  was  evident  they  had 
dropped  in  their  hafte.  A  feine  belonging  to  government  was  like- 
wife  found,  which,  being  too  large  for  Bryant's  purpofe,  he  had 
exchanged  for  a  fmaller  that  he  had  made  for  an  officer. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  the  fettlement  that  Bryant  had  got  out 
of  reach,  information  was  given  that  Detmer  Smith,  ihe  mafter  of  the 
fnow  from  Batavia,  had  fold  him  a  compafs  and  a  quadrant,  and  had 
furniflied  him  with  a  chart,  together  with  fuch  information  ^s  would 
affift  him  in  his  paflage  to  the  northward.  Though  Bryant  had  for  fome 
time  been  fufpeded  of  intending  to  efcape  when  opportunity  offered, 
yet  fuch  had  been  the  addrefs  with  which  he  had  conduced  himfelf, 
that  at  this  period  his  motions  had  been  lefs  attended  to  than  ufual. 
Mofl  of  his  companions  were  conneSed  with  female  convidls  ;  but  if 
they  knew  of  their  intention  they  were  too  faithful  to  thofe  whom 
they  lived  with  to  reveal  it.  Yet,  had  thefe  women  been  bound  to 
them  by  any  ties  of  affedion,  fear  for  their  fafety,  or  the  diflike  to 
part,  would  furely  have  induced  forpe  of  them  to  defeat  an  enterprife 
fo  hazardous,  and  to  a  thinking  mind  fo  hopelefs ;  we  mud  therefore 
conclude,  that  either  thefe  women  were  ignorant  of  the  plan,  or  that, 
not  having  any  interefl  either  in  their  flight  or  in  their  remaining, 
they  were  filent  on  the  fubjefl:.  For  one  young  woman  a  letter  was 
found  from  one  of  the  adventurers,  conjuring  her  to  relinquilh  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  vices  which,  he  told  her,  prevailed  in  the  fettlement, 
leaving  her  what  little  property  he  did  not  take  with  hiin,  and  alTign- 

s  ing 
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iog  as  a  reafon  for  his  flight  the  feverity  of  his  fituation,  being  tranf- 
ported  for  life,  without  the  profpeS  of  any  mitigation,  or  hope  of  ever 
quitting  the  country,  but  by  the  means  that  he  was  about  to  adopt 
It  was  conjedured  that  they  would  lleer  for  Timor,  or  Batavia,  as 
their  affiftance  and  information  were  derived  from  the  Dutch  fnow. 

The  depredations  at  Rofe  Hill  were  now  fo  frequent  and  extenfivc, 
that  it  became  abfolutely  neceflary  to  punidi  fuch  offenders  as  were 
detedted  with  a  feverity  that  might  deter  others :  to  this  end,  iron 
collars  of  feven  pounds  weight  were  ordered  as  a  punifliment  for  flagrant 
offenders,  who  were  alfo  linked  together  by  a  chain,  without  which 
precaution  they  would  ftill  have  continued  to  plunder  the  public 
grounds.  The  baker  at  that  fettlement  abfconded  with  a  quantity  of 
flour  with  which  he  had  been  intrufted,  belonging  to  the  military  on 
duty  there,  and  other  perfons.  It  muft  be  remarked,  however,  that 
all  thefe  thefts  were  for  procuring  provifions,  and  that  offences  of  any 
other  tendency  were  very  feldom  heard  of. 

Some  time  in  March,  James  Rufe,  the  firft  fettler  in  this  country, 
who  had  been  upon  his  ground  about  fifteen  months,  declared  himfelf 
defirous  of  relinquifhing  his  claim  to  any  further  provifions  from  the 
ftore,  faying  that  he  was  able  to  fopport  himfelf  by  the  produce  of  his 
farm. 

The  fupplies  of  provifions  which  had  been  received  in  the  lafl  year 
not  warranting  the  continuing  any  longer  at  the  ration  now  iffued, 
the  governor  thought  it  expedient  to  make  a  redudlion  of  flour,  rice, 
and  fait  provifions :  accordingly,  early  in  April  each  man,  w^oman^ 
and  child  above  ten  years  of  age,  was  to  receive 

3  pounds  of  flour,      i  pound  taken  off; 
3  pounds  of  rice,  ditto  j 

3  pounds  of  pork,         ditto  ; 
or  when  beef  was  ferved  4  pounds,  2  ditto. 

A  fmall  proportion  was  to  be  given  to  children  under  ten  years  of 
age.  Of  this  allowance,  the  flour  was  the  beft  article ;  the  rice  was 
found  to  be  fuU  of  weevils  j  the  pork  ill-flavoured,  rufty,  and  fmoked ; 

and 
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and  the  beef  was  lean,  and  (being  cured  with  (pices)  truly  unpala- 
table. Much  of  both  thefe  articles,  when  they  came  to  be  dreffed,  could 
not  be  ufed  j  and,  being  the  beft  that  could  be  procured  at  Batavia,  no 
inclination  was  excited  by  thefe  fpecimens  to  try  that  market  again. 

It  having  been  reported  to  the  Governor,  that  Bryant  had  been 
heard  frequently  to  exprefs,  what  was  indeed  the  general  fentiment 
on  the  fubjedl  among  the  convids,  that  he  did  not  confider  a  mar- 
riage contradled  in  that  country  as  binding ;  his  Excellency  caufed 
thefe  people  to  be  informed,  that  none  would  be  permitted  to  quit 
the  colony  who  had  wives  or  children  incapable  of  maintaining  them- 
felves  and  likely  to  become  burdenfome  to  the.  fettlement,  until  they 
had  found  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  wives  .and 
children.  This  order  was  defigned  as  a  check  upon  the  erroneous 
opinion  which  was  formed  of  the  eflScacy  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  (the 
clergyman)  nuptial  benediction ;  and  if  Bryant  had  thought  as  little 
of  it  as  he  was  reported  to  do,  his  taking  his  wife  with  iiim  could 
only  be  accounted  for  by  the  dread  of  her  defeating  his  plan  by  dif- 
covery  if  (he  was  riot  made  perfonally  interefted  in  his  efcape. 

Orders  were  given  for  limiting  the  length  of  fuch  boats  as  fhould  be 
built  by  individuals  to  fuch  fize  as  iiiight  deter  the  convidls  from  at* 
tempts  to  take  them  off.  Alfo  regulations  as  to  the  people  employed 
in  boats  after  fun-fet,  whofe  names  were  to  be  given  in  writing  to 
the  officer  on  guard,  to  prevent  any  convift  taking  them  from  the 
wharfs  under  pretence  of  filhing  or  other  fervices. 
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CHAP.  vm. 

THE  SUPPLY  ARRIVES  FROM  NORFOLK  ISLAND.— A  CANOE  DESTROYED.-^ 
ITS  EVIL  EFFECTS. — CORN  SOWN. — BATTERY  BEGUN. — GROUND  INCLOSED 
FOR  CATTLE.— THE  MARY  ANN  ARRIVES.— RATION  IMPROVED. — THE 
MATILDA  ARRIVES. — THE  MARY  ANN  SAILS  FOR  NORFOLK  ISLAND.— 
SETTLERS.— THE  ATLANTIC  AND  SALAMANDER  ARRIVE,— FULL  RATION 
ISSUED.— THE  WILLIAM  AND  ANN  ARRIVES.— NATIVES. — PUBLIC  WORKS. 
—  THE  SALAMANDER  SAILS  FOR>  AND  THE  MARY  ANN  ARRIVES  FROM^ 
NORFOLK  ISLAND.— THE  GORGON  ARRIVES. — COMMISSION  OP  EMANCIPA* 
TION,  AND  PUBLIC  SEAL.— THE  ACTIVE  AND  QUEEN  ARRIVE.— COM* 
PLAINTS  AGAINST  THE  MASTER  OF  THE  QUEEN.— THE  ALBEMARLE  AR- 
RIVES.—MUTINY  ON  BOARD — TRANSACTIONS. — PUBLIC  WORKS. — IRISH 
CONVICTS  ABSCOND.  —WHALE-FISHERY.— RATION  ALTERED.  —  SUPPLY 
SAILS  FOR  ENGLAND.  — GROUNDS  IN  CULTIVATION. — SICK. —WHALE- 
FISHERY  GIVEN  UP.— MARINES  EMBARK.- RATION  REDUCED.— CONVICTa 
EMANCIPATED.— DEATHS  IN  179I. 

\4UCH  anxiety  was  excited  in  the  colony  on  account  of  the  long 
and  unufual  abfence  of  the  Supply,  which  failed  for  Norfolk 
Ifland  on  the  2  2d  day  of  March,  and  did  not  return  till  the  30th  of 
April.  Contrary  winds  and  heavy  gales  had  prevented  her  arrival  at 
the  time  when  (he  might  have  been  reafonably  expeAed ;  fhe  was 
three  weeks  on  her  paffage  back,  and  was  blown  off  the  ifland  for 
eleven  days. 

Three  officers,  twd  non-commiffioned  officers,  one  drummer,  and 
twenty  privates  of  the  marine  detachment,  arrived  in  the  Supply. 
The  weather  had  been  as  dry  at  Norfolk  Ifland  as  it  had  been  at  Port 
Jackfon ;  which,  with  the  blighting  winds,  had  confiderably  injured 
all  the  gardens,  and  particularly  fome  crops  of  potatoes.  Of  the 
great  fertility  of  the  foil  every  account  brought  the  ftrdngeft  confirma- 

I  tion ; 
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tion ;  and  by  attending  to  the  proper  feafon  for  fowlng,  it  was  the 
general  opinion  that  two  crops  of  corn  might  be  got  off  in  one  year. 

Their  provifions,  like  thofe  at  Sydney,  were  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that 
the  Lieutenant-governor  had  reduced  the  ration.  The  whole  number 
vidualled,  when  the  Supply  failed,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  perfons  ;  and  for  that  number  there  were  in  ftore,  at  the 
full  ration,  pork  for  twenty- nine  weeks ;  flour  and  Indian  corn  for 
twenty  weeks,  beef  for  eighteen  weeks;  and  the£e,  at  the  ration  then 
iffued,  would  be  prolonged,  the  grain  to  twenty-feven,  the  beef  to 
forty-two,  and  the  pork  to  twenty-nine  weeks. 

It  muft  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  ration  at  Norfolk  Ifland  was 
often  uncertain,  being  regulated  by  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  the 
Mount  Pitt  birds.  Great  numbers  of  thefe  birds  had  been  killed  for 
fome  time  before  the  Supply  failed  thence  j  but  they  wei'e  obfervcd 
about  that  time  to  be  quitting  the  ifland. 

At  Sydney,  by  an  account  taken  at  the  latter  end  of  May  of  the 
provifions  then  remaining  in  ftore,  there  appeared  to  be  at  the  ration 

then  iflued,  of 

Flour  and  rice,  40  weeks ; 

m  Beef,  12  weeks; 

Pork,  27  weeks. 

In  this  account  the  rice  and  flour  were  taken  together  as  one  article, 
but  the  rice  bore  by  far  the  greateft  proportion. 

It  was  remarked  by  many  in  the  fettlement,  that  both  at  Sydney 
and  at  Rofe  Hill  the  countenances  of  the  labouring  convids  indicated 
the  fliortnefs  of  the  ration  that  they  received  j  this  might  be  occa^ 
fioned  by  their  having  fuffered  fo  much  before  from  the  fame  caufe  j 
from  the  effeas  of  which  they  had  fcarcely  been  reftored  when  they 
were  s^in  called  upon  to  experience  the  hardfhip  of  a  reduced  ration 
of  provifions.  The  convids  which  arrived  in  June  had  not  yet  re- 
covered from  the  feverity  of  their  fufferings  on  the  paflage. 

It  having  been  reported,  that  James  Rufe,  who  in  March  had  de- 
clared his  ability  to  fupport  himfelf  independent  of  the  ftore,  wa* 

ftarving, 
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ftarving,  the  Governor  told  him,  that  in  confideration  of  his  having 
been  upon  a  fhort  allowance  of  provifions  during  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  time  that  he  had  been  cultivating  ground  upon  his  own  account, 
the  ftorekeeper  (hould  be  direfted  to  fupply  him  with  twenty  pounds 
of  fait  provifions.  The  man  aflured  his  Excellency  that  he  did  not 
ftand  in  need  of  his  bounty,  having  by  him  at  the  time  a  fmall  flock 
of  provifions,  a  quantity  of  Indian  corn  (which  he  found  no  difficulty 
in  exchanging  for  fait  meat),  and  a  bag  of  flour ;  all  of  which  enabled 
him  to  do  fo  well,  that  he  abfolutely  begged  permiffion  to  decline  the 
"  offer  J  fo  very  contradiftory  was  his  own  account  of  his  fituation  to 
that  which  had  been  alTerted  by  others  ! 

The  barracks  at  Rofe  Hill  being  fufficiently  completed,  they  were 
taken  poffeffion  of  at  the  latter  end  of  May  by  the  New  South  Wales 
corps. 

Thefts  innumerable  were  flill  committed  ;  and  though  fevere  punifli- 
ment  was  certain  to  follow  detedion,  it  either  had  loft  its  terrors,. or 
the  habits  of  depravity  were  become  fo  much  a  part  of  their  nature  as 
to  fubdue  every  other  fenfation. 

Finifhing  the  clergyman's  and  furveyor's  houfes,  bringing  in  bricks 
for  other  buildings,  pofts  and  paling  for  a  fence  round  the  run  mi 
water,  and  making  cloathing  for  the  people,  occupied  the  convids  at 
Sydney. 

The  bad  weather  met  with  by  the  Supply,  during  her  late  voyage  to 
Norfolk  Ifland,  had  done  her  fo  much  injury,  that  fhe  could  not  be  got 
ready  for  fea  in  lefs  than  three  months,  the  carpenter  declaring  her 
main-maft  to  be  unfit  for  fervice.  This,  when  the  difficulty  of  finding 
timber  fit  for  the  purpofe  was  rccolleded,  was  a  moft  unlucky  and  ill- 
timed  want ;  for,  fhould  it  happen  that  fupplies  were  not  received  from 
England  by  the  middle  or  end  of  the  month  of  July,  the  fervices  of 
this  veflel  would  be  again  required  ;  and,  to  fave  the  colony,  ihe  muft 
at  that  time  have  been  difpatched  to  fome  fettlement  in^  India  for  pro- 
vifions. She  was  therefore  immediately  hauled  along-fide  the  rocks, 
and  people  employed  to  look  for  found  timber  fit  for  a  maft. 

In 
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In  honour  of  His  Majefty's  birth-day,  an  extra  allowance  of  one 
pound  of  fait  meat,  and  the  like  quantity  of  rice,  *was  iffued  to  the 
garrifon  and  fettlement  on  the  fourth  of  June ;  and  to  the  women  and 
children  in  proportion. 

The  town  which  had  been  marked  out  at  Rofe  Hill,  and  which 
now  wore  fomething  of  a  regular  appearance,  on  this  occafion  re- 
ceived its  name.  The  Governor  calling  it  Par-ra- mat-ta,  being  the 
name  by  which  the  natives  diftinguifhed  that  part  of  the  country  on 
which  the  town  flood. 

Since  the  eftablifliment  of  that  familiar  intercourfe  which  now  fub- 
fitted  between  the  fettlers  and  the  natives,  feveral  of  them  had  found 
it  their  intereft  to  fell  or  exchange  fifh  among  the  people  of  Parra- 
matta ;  they  being  contented  to  receive  a  fmall  quantity  of  either 
bread  or  fait  meat  in  barter  for  mullet,  bream,  and  other  fifh.  To  the 
officers  who  refided  there  this  proved  a  great  convenience,  and  they 
encouraged  the  natives  to  vifit  them  as  often  as  they  would  bring 
them  fifli.  There  were,  however,  among  the  convidls  fome  who 
were  fo  unthinking  or  fo  depraved,  as  wantonly  to  deftroy  a  canoe 
belonging  to  a  fine  young  man,  a  native,  who  had  left  it  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  fettlement,  and  as  he  hoped  out  of  the  way  of  ob- 
fervation,  while  he  went  with  fome  fifli  to  the  huts.  His  rage  at 
finding  his  canoe  deflroyed  was  inconceivable  i  he  threatened  to  take 
his  revenge,  and  in  his  own  way,  upon  all  white  people.  Three  of 
the  fix  people  who  had  done  him  the  injury,  however,  were  fo  well 
defcribed  by  fome  one  who  had  feen  them,  that,  being  clofely  pur- 
fued,  they  were  taken  and  punifhed,  as  were  the  remainder  a  few 
days  after. 

The  inflant  efied  of  this  was,  that  the  natives  difcontinued  the 
bringing  up  of  fifh ;  and  Bal-loo-der-ry,  whofe  canoe  had  been  de- 
ftroyed,  although  he  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  one  of  the  fix 
convids  had  been  hanged  for  the  oflence,  meeting  a  few  days  after- 
wards with  a  poor  wretch  who  had  flrayed  from  Parramatta  as  far  as 
the  FlatS)  he  wounded  him  in  two  places  with  a  fpear.    This  ad  of 

BaMpo« 
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Bal  Ioo-der*ry*s  was  followed  by  the  Governor's  ftridly  forbidding  him 
to  appear  again  at  any  of  the  fettlements;  the  other  natives,  his 
friends,  being  alarmed,  Parramatta  was  feldom  vifited  by  any  of  them^ 
and  all  commerce  with  them  was  at  an  end.  How  much  greater  claim 
to  the  appellation  of  favages  had  the  wretches  who  were  the  cau(e  of 
this,  than  the  natives  who  were  termed  fo  !•      - 

During  the  month  of  June  fome  rain  had  fallen,  .which  had,  cu- 
trouraged  the  culture  of  public  grounds,  and  one  hundred  and  fixteea 
bufliels  of  wheat  were  fown  at  Parramatta.  U^lt^l  thefe  rains  fell, the 
ground  was  fo  dry,  hard,  and  literally  burnt  up,  that  it  was  almoft 
impoffible  to  break  it  with  a  hoe ;  and  until  this  time  there  had  bcea 
no  hope  or  probability  of  the  grain  vegetating.  .    . 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month  the  ftone-mafon,  with  the  people  under 
his  drredtion,  had  begun  their  operations  at  the  Weft  point  of  the 
Cove,  where  the  Governor  purpofed  conftruding,  out  of  the  rock,,  a 
fpot  whereon  to  place  the  guns  belonging  to  the  Settlement,,  wluch  was 
to  wear  the  appearance  of  a  work.  The  flag-ftaff  was'to  be  placed  ifl 
the  fame  fituation.  The  houfe  for  the  principal  furgeon  was  got.  up 
and  covered. 

To  guard  againft  a  recurrence  of  the  accident  which  happened  to 
the  cattle  foon  after  they  had  arrived,  the  Governor  had  for  fortie  time 
employed  a  certain  number  of  conyids  at  Pairamatta  in  forming  in- 
clofures  ;  and  at  the  commencemeat  of  July  not  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  were  thinrfed  of  the  timber,  furrounded  by  a  ditch, 
and  guarded  by  a  proper  fence. 

In  addition  to  the  quantity  of  ground  fown  with  wheat,  a  large  pro- 
pQrtion  was  cleared  to  be  fown  with  Indian  corn ;  and  the  country 
about  Parramatta,  as  well  as  the'  town  itfelf,  where  eight  huts  were  now 
l)uilt,  wore  a  very  promifing  appearance.  At  Sydney,  the  little  ground 
that  was  in  cultivation  belonged  to  individuals  ;  the  whole-  labpur  pf 
the  convidls  employed  in  clearing  ground  having  bren  exerted  at  -Par* 
ramatta,  where  the  foil,  though  not  the  beft  for  the  purpofes  of  agri- 
culture (according  to  the  opinion  of  every 'man  who  ^qfefied  amy 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  farmtng\  was  fttll  biettar  tlian  the  faod  about  Sydney^ 
where,  to  fa^  evea  a  cabbage  after  the  firll  erop^  manure  was  abfo* 
lutely  requifite. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  fignal  for  a  fail  was  made  at  the 
South*head  (  and  before  night  it  was  made  known  that  the  Mary  Ann 
transport  was  arrived  from  England,  with  one  hundred  and  forty-pna 
female  convidh  on  board,  fix  children,  and  one  free  woman,  ^m4 
clothing,  and  the  following  fmall  quantity  of  provifions ;  One  hundred 
and  thirty-two  barrels  of  flour ;  fixty-one  tierces  of  pork ;  and  thirty-r 
two  tiercM  of  beef. 

This  (hip  failed  alone ;  but  gave  information  that  (he  was  to  bt 
followed  by  nine  fail  of  tranfports,  on  board  of  which  were  to  be  em« 
barked  (including  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;womeo,  the  number  put  wt4 
the  Mary)  two  thoufand  and  fifty  male  and  female  convids;  the 
whole  of  which  were  to  be  expected  in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks  or 
two  months,  together  with  his  M^efty's  (hip  Gorgoiu 

They  alfo  learned,  that  Lieutenant  King,  who  failed  from. Port 
Jackfoft  on  the  17th  of  April  i7*)o,  arrived  in  London  oa  the  ^th 
day  of  Pecember  following*  He  had  fiifiered  much  diflrefs  aftef 
leaving  Batavia,  whence  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  Mauritius,  having 
loft,  by  ficknefs,  nearly  all  the  crew  of  the  packet  that  he  was  iiu  Mn 
Millar,  the  late  commiflary,  had  died  upon  the  paflage. 

They  heard  with  great  fatisfadion  of  the  government  in  England 
having  adopted  a  fyftem  of  fisinding  out  oonvids  at  two  emfaarkatioiis 
in  every  year,  at  which  time  provifions  vrere  alfo  vo  be  fent.  It  was 
not  probable  that  they  would  agakn  experiencie  the  mifery  and  waitt 
with  which  they  had  already  been  but  too  well  acquwuted,  from  not 
having  had  any  regular  mode  of  ftspply.  Intimation  was  like^ife 
giveft,  that  a  cargo  of  grain  might  be  expeded  to  arrive  from  Bengal  j 
fome  merchants  at  that  fettkment  having  propofed  to  Lord  Com« 
walKs,  oh  hearing  of  the  lofe  ctf  the  Guardian,  to  freight  a  fhip  with 
fuch  a  cargo  as  would  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  colony,  and  u> 
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ftipply  the  diffefeM  articles  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  conld  be  feat 
from  England.  They  were  alfo  to  exped  a  tranfjport  with  live  ftock 
from  the  North- weft  coaft  of  America. 

The  mafter,  Mark  Monroe,  had  not  any  priTate  letters  on  board ; 
but  (what  added  to  the  difappointment  that  every  one  experienced) 
this  man  had  not  brought  a  fingle  newfpaper ;  and  having  been  but  a 
few  weeks  from  Greenland  before  he  had  failed  for  New  South  Wales, 
he  was  nearly  as  deflicute  of  any  kind  of  information  as  the  fhip  that 
he  commanded ;  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  fufpend  their  ar- 
dent curiofity,  and  to  hope  for  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  a  more  intelU* 
gent  perfon.  ^ 

The  Mary  Ann  had  been  only  four  months  and  (ixteen  days  from 
England ;  and  had  touched  nowhere,  except  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Jaga, 
where  (he  remained  ten  days.  The  mafter  landed  a  boat  in  a  bay 
about  fifteen  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Botany  Bay;  but  made  no 
other  obfervation^  than  that  there  was  a  bay  in  which  a  boat  might 
land. 

The  females  who  came  in  this^  gentleman's  fhip  were  all  very 
healthy,  and  fpoke  highly  of  the  treatment  which  they  had  met  with 
from  him.  Thefe  women  were  on  their  landing  diftributed  among 
tbe.hiUfs  at  Sydney;  and  the  Governor  went  to  Parramatta  to  make 
fuch  preparations  as  the  time  would  admit  for  the  numbers  that  he 
expeded  to  receive. 

The  convidts  whofe  terms,  of  tranfportation  had  expired,  were  novt 
coUedledyand,  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  informed,  that  fuch 
of  thdm  as  wifhed  to  became  fettlers  in  that  country  fhould  receive 
every  encouragement ;  that  thofi^  who  did  not,  were  to  labour  for 
their  provifionjB,  ilipulatingro  work  for  twelve  or  eighteen  months 
certain ;  and  that  in  th(  way  of  fuch  as  preferred  returning  to  Eng* 
land  nd  obftacles  would  be  thrown,  provided  they  could  procure  paf« 
fages  from  the  mafters  of  fuch  (hips  as  might  arrive ;  but  that  they 
were  not  to  expert  any  afiiftance  on  the  part  of  Government  to  that 

end« 
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fead.  The  wUh  to  return  to  their  friends  appeared  to  be  the  prevail* 
ing  idea,  a  few  only  giving  in  their  names  as  iettlers,  and  none 
engaging  to  work  for  a  certain  time. 

It  being  always  defirable  to  go  as  near  the  eftabli(hed  ration  as  the 
ftate  of  the  (lores  would  allow,  the  Governor  diredcd  two  pounds  of 
rice  to  be  added  to  the  weekly  proportion  of  that  article ;  but  though 
by  this  addition  eight  pounds  of  grain  were  iflued  (viz.  three  pounds 
of  flour  and  five  of  rice),  the  ration  was  far  from  being  brought  up  to 
die  ftandard  eftablifhed  by  the  Treafury  for  the  colony ;  five  pounds 
of  bad  worm*eaten  rice  making  a  mod  inadequate  fubftitutc  for  the 
fame  quantity  of  good  flour.  In  the  article  of  meat  the  labouring 
man  fuflfered  iliil  more;  for  in  a  given  quantity  of  fixty  pounds, 
which  were  ifltied  pn  one  ferving-day  to  two  meflfes,  there  were  no 
lefs  than  forty  poundf  of  bone,  and  the  remainder,  which  was  in<^ 
tended  to  be  eaten,  was  almoft  to6  far  advanced  in  putrefaction  fot 
even  hunger  to  get  it  down.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  it  came  in  the 
ibow  from  Batavia. 

.  On  Monday,  the  ifl:  of  Auguft,  the  Matilda,  the  firft  of  the  ex« 
peAed  'fleet  of  tranfports,  arrived,  ^ter  an  extraordinary  paflage  of 
four -months  and  five  days  from-  Portfmouth;  having  failed  from 
thence  on  the  27th  of  March,  with  four  fail  of  tranfports,  with  whom 
flie  parted  company  that  night  ofFDunnoze.  Another  divifion  of  the 
tranfports  had  failed  a  week  before  from  Plymouth  Sound.  On  board 
the  Matilda  were  two  hundred  and  five  male  convi£bs ;  one  enfign, 
one  feijeant,  one  jcorporal,  one  drummer,  and  nineteen  privates,  of 
tht  New  South  Wales  corps ;  and  forae  ftores  and  provifions  cal- 
culated as  a  fupply  for  the  above  number  for  nine  months  after  their 
arrival* 

.  The  mafter  of  this  (hip  anchoredifor  two  days  in  a  bay  of  one  of 
Schoetea's  Illands,  diflant<from  the  main  land  about  twelve  miles,  in 
die  latitude  of  4,2^  15'  S.  j  where,  according  to  his  report,  five  or  fix 
fiiips  might  find  ihelter*  Thofe  who  were  on  (hote  faw  the  footfteps 
of  dtflferent  kinds  of  animals  and  traces  of  natives,  fuch  ^  huts,  fires, 

T  a  .  broken 
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broken  ipears,  and  the  inftrument  which  they  ufe  for  throwing  the 
fpeu.  They  fpoke  of  the  foil  as  faady,  and  obferved  that  the  ground 
was  covered  with  fhrubs  rfefembling  thofe  found  at  Sydney. 

The  convi(^s  in  this  {hip,  on  their  landing,  appeared  to  be  aged  and 

,  Infirm,  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  faid  to  have  been  embarked.     It 

was  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they  had  buried  twenty-five 

on  their  paflage.     Twenty  were  fick,  and  were  immediately  landed  at 

(he  hofpitaL 

Fifty-iiv?  of  the  convids  brought  io  this  ihip,  feleded  from  the 
others  as  farmers  and  artiHcers,  were  fent  up  to  Parramatta ;  of  the 
remainder,  thofe  whQfe  health  wOuM:  permit  them  to  go  were  put  oa 
board  the  Mary  Ann,  together  with  thirty-two  coavi£ti  of  bad  cha-^ 
ra^er  from  among  thofe  who  came  out  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
eleven  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps.  On  the  8tb,  the 
Mary  Ann  failed  for  Norfolk  Iflatid. 

At  Parrgmatta,  the  only  accommodatioa  which  the  fliortnefs  of  the 
notice  admitted  of  being  provided  for  the  people  who  were  on  theif 
paflage  was  got  up;  two  tetit  huts,  one  hundred  feet  loiig,  thatched 
with  grafs,  were  ere&ed ;  and,  independent  of  the  rifk  which  the 
occupiers  might  run  from  fire,  they  would  afford  good  and  com-* 
fortable  ihelter  from  the  weather. 

The  Governor  had  now  chofen  fituations  for  his  fettlers,  and  fixed 
them  on  their  different  allotments.  Twelve  comvids,  whofe  terms  c£ 
tranfportation  bad  expired,  he  placed  in  a  range  of  frurms  at  the  foot 
of  a  hill,  named  Profpe£t  Hill,  about  four  miles  weft  from  Parramatta ; 
fifteen  others  were  placed  on  allotments  in  a  diftrid,  named  the  Ponds, 
from  a  range  of  frefh- water  ponds  being  in  their  vidnity ;  thefe  were 
iituated  two  miles  in  a  diredion  North-eaft  of  Parramatta.  Betweea 
every  allotment,  a  fpace  had  been  referved  equal  to  the  largeft  grant  on 
either  fide,  purfuant  to  the  inftrudions  which  the  Governor  had  re«^ 
eeived }  but  it  was  foon  found  that  this  diftribution  might  be  attended 
i|vith  much  difadvantage  to  the  fettler ;.  a  thick  wood  of  at  ieaft  thirty 
acres  muft.  Ue  between  every  allotment  \  and  a  circumfiwice  foon  hap* 
....  -    *  pencd 
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pened  which  (hewed  the  inconvenience  confequent  therwm,  and  de- 
termined the  Governor  to  deviate  from  the  inftrudions,  whenever^  by 
adhering  to  them,  the  fettlcrs  were  likely  to  be  material  fuffererg. 

la  the  beginning  of  Auguft  information  was  received,  that  a  much 
larger  party  of  the  natives  than  had  .yet  been  feen  aflembled  at  any 
one  time,  had  deftroyed  a  hut  belonging  to  a  fcttler  at  ProfpeO;  Hill, 
who  would  have  been  murdered  by  them,  but  for  the  timely  and  acci«» 
dental  appearance  of  another  fettler  with  a  mufquet.  There  was  no 
doubt  of  the^  hut  having  been  deftroyed,  and  by  natives,  though  per* 
haps  their  numbers  were  much  exaggerated ;  the  Governor,  therefore, 
determined  to  place  other  fettlers  upon  allotments  which  had  been  re- 
fer ved  for  the  Crown  ;  by  which  means  afTiftance  in  timilar  or  other 
accidents  would  be  more  ready. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Matilda,  orders  were  given  that  the  weekly 
allowance  of  flour  ihould  be  increafed  to  five  pounds  for  each  man, 
and  three  pounds  and  a  half  for  each  woman. 

The  platform  which  had  been  fome  time  conftrufting  on  the  Weft 
point  being  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  cannon,  they  were  move4 
thither. 

On  the  2oth,  the  Atlantic  tranfport  anchored  in  the  cove  from  Ply- 
mouth, whence  fhe  failed  with  two  other  tranfports  ;  from  whom  fhe 
had  parted  five  weeks  fince  in  bad  weather  between  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Port  Jackfon,  the  paflage  from  which  had  not  been  more  than  ten 
weeks*  She  had  on  board  a  ferjeant*a  party  of  the  new  corps  as  a 
guard  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  male  convicts,  eighteen  of  whom 
had  died  on  the  paflage  :*  except,  nine  who  were  fick,  the  remainder 
were  very  healthy.  The  evening  before  her  arrival  Ihe  ftood  into  a 
capacious  bay,  fituated  between  Long  Nqfe  aqd  Cape  St*  George, 
where  they  found  good  anchorage  and  deep  water.  The  naval  agent 
on  board,  who  landed,  defcribed  the  foil  to  \>c  fandy,  and  the  country 
thickly  covered  with  timber.  He  did  not  fee  any  natives,  but  found  a 
canoe  upon  the  beach,  whofe  owners  perhaps  were  not  far  off.     The 

canoe. 
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canoe,  by  this  gentleman's  account,  appeared  to  be  on  a  fomewhat 
ftronger  conftru£lion  than  the  canoes  of  Port  Jackfon. 

The  next  day  the  Salamander,  another  tranfport,  arrived,  brioging 
a  ferjeant's  party,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty  male  convids,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  of  \vhom  arrived  in  very  good  health.  The  party, 
however,  had  loft  their  ferjeant,  he  having  (hewn  his  preference  to 
remaining  in  England,  by  deferting  when  the  (hip  was  on  the  point  of 
failing. 

The  Governor  now  direfted  the  iffuing  of  the  full  ration  ;  the  re-» 
duced  had  continued  for  twenty -one  weeks. 

A  party  of  one  hundred  conviAs  were  fent  to  Parramatta ;  the  Sala* 
mandcr  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  Ifland  with  the  people  and 
cargo,  and  the  remaining  convidls  from  the  other  (hip  were  difpofc4 
of  at  Sydney. 

Tliere  were  at  this  time  not  lefs  than  feventy  perfonsfrom  the  Ma- 
tilda and  Atlantic  under  medical  treatment,  being  weak,  emaciated, 
and  unfit  for  any  kind  of  labour ;  and  the  lift  was  daily  increafing* 
It  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  on  changing  from  the  un whole-; 
fome  air  of  a  (hip's  between-decks  to  the  purer  air  of  the  country, 
the  weak  would  have  gathered  ftrength ;  but  it  had  been  obferved, 
that  in  general,  foon  after  landing,  the  convidls  were  affeded  with 
dyfentcric  complaints,  perhaps  caufed  by  the  change  of  water,  many 
dying,  and  others  who  had  ftrength  to  overcome  the  difeafe  recovering 
from  it  but  (lowly.  On  the  2fith  the  William  and  Ann  tranfport 
arrived,  having  on  board  one  ferjeant  and  twelve  privates,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  male  convids,  with  her  proportion  of  ftores  and 
provifions.  She  had  loft  feven  convidis  on  the  pa(rage ;  the  remainder 
were  very  healthy,  five  only  being  fo  ill  as  to  require  removal. 

The  town  beginning  to  fill  with  ftrangers  (oflicers  and  feamen  from 
the  tranfports^,  and  fpirituous  liquors  finding  their  way  among  the 
convids,  it  was  ordered  that  none  (hould  be  landed  until  a  permit  had 
been  granted  by  the  Judge-advocate. 

Bal-loo* 
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BaUIoo  dcr-ry,  the  profcribed  native,  having  ventured  into  the  town 
.  with  fome  of  his  friends^  one  or  two  armed  patties  were  fcnt  to  feixe 
him  ;  and  a  fpear  having  been  thrown  (it  was  faid  by  him)  two  muC- 
quets  were  fired^  by  which  one  of  his  companions  was  wounded  in 
the  leg ;  but  Bal-looder--ry  was  not  taken.  On  the  following  day  it 
was  given  out  in  orders,  that  he  was  to  be  taken  whenever  an  oppor-* 
tunity  offered ;  and  that  any  native  attempting  to  throw  a  fpear  in  his 
defence  (as  it  was  well  known  among  them  why  Viengeance  was  de- 
nounced againft  him)  was,  if  poflible,  to  be  prevented  from  efcaping 
with  impunity. 

Thofe  who  knew  this  favage  regretted  that  it  had  been  neceflary  to 
treat  him  with  this  harfhnefs,  as  among  his  countrymen  they  had  no 
where  feen  a  finer  young  man.  The  perfon  who  had  been  wounded 
by  him  in  June  was  not  yet  recovered. 

Difcharging  the  tranfports  formed  the  principal  labour  during  Au«» 
guft.  The  Ihingles  on  the  old  hofpital  being  much  decayed,  they 
were  removed,  and  the  building  covered  with  tiles. 

The  conviiSs  at  Parramatta  were  employed  in  opening  fome  ground  5 
and  it  was  expeftedi  from  the  exertions  they  were  making,  that  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  acres  would  be  foon  ready  for  fowing  with  Indian 
corn  for  that  feafon. 

It  became  neceflary  to  land  the  cargo  brought  out  in  the  Sala- 
mander, for  the  purpofe  of  re-ft owing  it  in  a  manner  convenient  for 
getting  it  out  at  Norfolk  Ifland  while  the  (hip^was  under  fail.  The 
great  inconvenience  attending  landing  a  cargo  in  fuch  a  fituation  had 
been  pointed  out  in  letters  which  could  not  yet  have  been  attended  to. 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  fuggefted,  that  (hips  fliould  be  freighted  pur- 
pofely  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  cafks  and  bales  adapted  to  the  fize  of 
the  ifland  boats,  which  would  in  a  grdat  meafure  leflTen  the  inconve- 
nience above-mentioned. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  near  two  hundred  male  convidls,  with  a 
ferjeant's  party  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  fome  ftores  and  provi- 
fions,  having  been  put  on  board  the  Salamander,  Ihc  failed  for  Nor- 

4  folk 
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folk  Ifland  ;  and  the  Mary  Ann  returned  from  that  fettlement  on  the 
8th,  having  been  abfcni  only  four  weeks  and  two  days.  The  con- 
vifts,  ftores*  and  provifions  were  all  fafcly  landed ;  but  an  unexpcfted 
furf  rifing  at  the  back  of  the  reef,  filled  the  only  boat  (a  Greenland 
whale  boat)  which  the  mailer  took  with  him,  and  (he  was  dafhed 
upon  the  reef,  and  ftove :  the  people  fortunately  faved  thcmfclves  by 
fwimming. 

From  Norfolk  Ifland  they  learned,  that  the  crops  of  wheat  then*  in 
the  ground  promised  well,  having  been  fown  a  month  earlier  than 
thofe  of  the  laft  feafon.  Of  the  public  ground  ninety  acres  were  in 
wheat,  and  one  hundred  in  Indian  corn :  of  the  ground  cleared  by 
the  convi£ts,  and  cultivated  by  themfelves  for  their  own  maintenance^ 

there  were  not  lefs  at  the  departure  of  the  tranfport,  than  two  bun* 
dred  and  fifty  acres.  Some  prifoners  having  been  fent  from  Norfolk 
Ifland,  the  criminal  court  was  aflembled  on  the  r5th  for  the  trial  of 
one  of  them  for  a  capital  offence  committed  there ;  but  for  want  of 
fufficient  evidence  he  was  acquitted*  Great  inconvenience  was  expe* 
rienced  from  having  to  fend  prifoners  from  that  ifland  with  all  the 

.  neceflary  vvitneflqs.  In  the  cafe  juft  mentioned,  the  profecutor  was  a 
fcttler,  who,  being  obliged  to  leave  his  farm  for  the  time,  the  bufinefs 
of  which  was  neceffarily  fufpended  until  his  return,  was  r,uined ;  and 
one  of  the  witneflfes  was  in  nearly  the  fame  fituation.     But  as  the 

•  courts  in  New  South  Wales  would  always  be  the  fuperior  courts,  it 
was  not  eafy  to  devife  ^  remedy  for  thefe  inconveniences. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  his  Majefty's  fhip  Gorgon,  of  forty-four  guns,>^  com- 
tnanded  by  Captain  John  Parker,  anchored  within  the  heads.  She 
had  failed  from  England  on  the  15th  of  March  lafl,  touching  at  the 
iflands  of  Teneriffe  and  St.  Jago,  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope» 

.  where  flie  remained  fix  weeks,  taking  in  three  buHs,  twenty-three 
cows,  fixty -eight  fheep,  eleven  hogs,  two  hundred  fruit-trees,  a  quan- 
tity of  garden-feed,  and  other  articles  for  the  colony.  Unfortunately, 
the  bulls  and  feven  of  the  cows  died  j  but  a  bull-calf,  which  had  been 
produced  on  board,  arrived  in  good  condition. 

Six 
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Six  months*  proTifions  for  about  nine  hundred  people^  with  fiorea 
for  his  Majpfty's  asmed  tender  the  Supply^  and  for.  the  marine  de- 
tachmenty  ware  fent  out  in  the  Gorgon  ;  wherein  alfa  was  embarked 
Mr.  King^  the  late  commandant  of  Norfolk.  Iflaod,.  now  appointed- 
by  his  Majefty  Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  fettlement,  and  a  com* 
mander  in  the.  navy  ;  together  with  a  deputy  ftirveyor-general  to  be 
employed  at  Norfolk  liland ;  the  chaplaia  and  quarter-mailer  of  the 
New  South  Wales  corps,  and  a  fuperintendant  of  convids* 

By  this  (hip  alfo  came  a  public  feal,  to  be  affixed  to  all  inftrumenta 
drawn  in  his  Majefty 's  name ;  and  a  commiffion  under  the  great  feal>.  , 
empowering  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  to  remits  either  abfo- 
lutely.  or  conditionally,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  term  for  which? 
felons,  or  other  offenders,  fhould  have  been  or  might  hereafter  be 
tranfported  to  that  country.  Duplicates  of  each  pardon  were  to  be^ 
fent  to  England,  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting  the  names  of  the  perfona 
ib  emancipated  in  the  firft  general  pardon  which  fhould  afterwards 
iffue  under  the,  great  feal  of  the  kingdom. 

To  deferving  charafters,  of  which  defcriptfon  there  were  many  con- 
victs in  the  colody,.  a  profpedl:of  having  the  period  of  their  banifliment 
ihortened,  and  of  being  reftored  to  the  privilege  which  by  mifconduft 
tjiey  had  forfeited,  had  fomething  in  it  very  cheering,  and  was^  more ' 
likely  to  preferve  well-intentioned  men  in  hoaeft  and  fair  purfuits^ 
than  the  fear  of  punifhment,  whicb  would  feldom  operate  with  good 
effed  on  a  ~  mind  that  entertained  no  hope  of  reward  for  propriety 
of  condu<a..    The  people  who  had  degraded,  themfelves  fufficientlyr 
to  wear  the  ftigma  of  ^  conviCt,!  could  not.  be  fuppofed  in  general 
aduated  by  that  nice  fenfe  of  feeling  which  draws  its  trueft  fatis* 
fa£kion  from  felf-approbation  ;  they  looked  for  fomething^  more  fub* 
ftantial,  fomething  more  obvious  to  the  external  fenfes. 

In  determining  the  device  for  the  feal  of  the  colony,  attention  had 
been  paid  to  its  local  and  peculiar  circumftances.  On  the  obverfe 
were,,  the  King's  arms,,  with  the  royal  titles  in  the  margin;  on  the 
Bev^fe,  a  reprefentation  of  Convids  landing  at  Botany  Bay,. received 

^       /  by 
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by  Induftry,  ^ho,  •furrounded  by  her  attributes,  a  bale  of  merchan- 
4iize,  a  bee-hive,  a  pick-axe,  and  a  fhovel,  is  releafing  them  from  their 
fetters,  and  pointing  to  oxen  ploughing,  and  a  tovs^n  rifing  on  the 
fummit  of  a  hill,  with  a  fort  for  its  proteAion.  The  mafts  of  a  fliip 
are  feen  in  the  bay.  In  the  margin  are  the  words  **  SiGiLLTJiyi.  Nov. 
Camb.  Aust/'  and  for  a  motto  ^^Sicjortis  Etruria  crevit^  The  feal 
was  of  filver,  and  the  devices  were  extremely  well  executed. 

The  cattle  were  immediately  landed,  and  turned  into  the  Inclo* 
fures  which  had  been  prepared  for  them.  One  cow  died  in  the 
boat  going  up. 

The  remaining  traafports  of  the  fleet  were  now  dropping  in.  On 
the  26th,  the  Adive  from  England,  and  the  Queen  from  Ireland, 
with  convids  of  that  country,  arrived.  On  board  of  the  Adive,  be- 
fide  the  ferjeant's  guard,  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  male  con- 
vids. An  oflScer's  party  was  on  board  the  Queen,  with  one  hundred 
and  twenty-fix  male  and  twenty-three  female  convids,  and  three  chil- 
dren, Thefe  fliips  had  been  unhealthy,  and  had  buried  fevcral  con- 
vids in  their  paflage.  The  fick  which  they  brought  in  were  landed 
immediately  j  and  many  of  thofe  who  remained,  and  were  not  fo  ill 
as  to  require  medical  afiiftance,  were  brought  on  (hore  in  an  emaciated 
and  feeble  condition,  particularly  the  convids  from  the  Adive.  They 
in  general  complained  of  not  having  received  the  allowance  intended 
for  them ;  but  their  emaciated  appearance  was  to  be  afcribed  as  much 
to  confinement  as  to  any  other  caufe.  The  convids  from  the  Queen  j 
however,  accufing  the  mafter  of  having  withheld  their  provifions,  an 
inquiry  took  place  before  the  magiftrates ;  and  it  appeared  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  great  abufes  had  been  pradifed  in  the  ifluing  of  the 
provifions ;  but  as  to  the  quantity  withheld,  it  was  not  poffible  to  af- 
certain  it  fo  clearly,  as  to  admit  of  direding  the  deficiency  to  be  made 
good,  or  of  puniftiing  the  parties  with  that  retributive  juftice  for 
which  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  offence  fo  loudly  called :  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  mtagiftrates  were  therefore  fubmitted  to  the  Governor, 
who  determined  to  tranfmit  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Nothing 
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Notliing  could  have  excited  more  general  indignatioQ  than  the 
treatment  which  thefe  unfortunate  people  appeared  to  have  met  with ;. 
for,  what  crime  could  be  more  offenfive  to  every  fentimcnt  of  hu- 
manity, than  the  endeavour,  by  curtailing  a  ration  certainly  not  too 
ample^  to  derive  a  temporary  advantage  from  the  mifery  of  beings 
already  the  vidims  of  calamity  ! 

By  the  arrival  of  thefe  (hips  feveral  articles  of  comfort  were  intro^ 
duced  ;  there  being  fcarcely  a  veflel  that  had  not  brought  fomething 
for  fale.  It  could  not,  however,  be  faid  that  they  were  procurable  on^ 
eafier  terms  than  what  had  been  fold  there  in  the  kft  year.  The- 
Spanifh  dollar  was  the  current  coin  of  the  colony,  which  fome  of  the 
matters  taking  at  five  (hillings,,  others  at  four  fliilings  and  fixpence^. 
the  Governor,  in  confideration  of  the  officers  having  been  obliged  to- 
receive  it  at  five  (hillings  fterling.  when  given  for  bills  drawn  in  the 
fettlement,  iffued  a  proelamation,  fixing  the  currency  of  the  Spaai(k 
doUar  at  that  fum. 

The  remainder  of  the  traafports^  expeded  did  not  arrive  till  the 
middle  of  Odoben  The  Albemarle  was  off  the  coaft  fome  days^  and 
arrived  on  the  13th,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  male  and  fi;c  female. 
convi£te,  her  proportion  of  ftores  and  provifions^  and  a  ferjeantV 
party. 

The  convids  of  this  lliip  made  an  attempt,  in  conjundlion  with^ 
fome  of  the  feamen,  to  feize  her  on  the  9th  of  April,  foon  after  flbte 
left  England ;  and  they  would  in  all  probability  have  fucceeded,  but 
for  the  adivity  and  refolutien  (hewn  by  the  mafkr,  Mr.  CJeorge' 
Bowen,  who,  hearing  the  alarm,  had  juft  time  te  arm  himfelf  with  a 
loaded  blunderbufsy  which  he  di&harged  at  one  of  the  mutineers,,  Wil- 
Mam  Sy ney  (thea  in  the  a£k  of  aiming  a  blow  with  a  cutlafs  ae  the  maijt^ 
at  the  wheel),  and  lodged  its  contents  in  bis  (houlder.  His  companions^ 
feeing  what  had  befallen  him,  iaftantly  raa  below;  but  the  mafter,. 
his  officers,  and  fome  of  the  feamen  of  the  (hip,  following  them,  fooa 
fecured  the  ring-leaders,  Owen  Lyons  and  William  Syney.  A  conful- 
tetion  was  held  with  the  naval  agent,  the  (hip's  company,  and  the 

u  z  militacy 
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•military  perfons  on  board ;  the  rcfult  of  which  was,  the  immediate 
icxecution  of  thofe  two  at  the  fore-yard-arm.  They  had  at  this  timt 
parted,  company  with  the  otiier  transports,  and  no  other  means  feemed 
'fo  likely  to  deter  the  convifks  from  any  future  attempt  of  the  like 
•nature.  It  afterwards  appearing  that  two  feamen  had  fupplied  them 
with  inftruments  for  fawing  off  their  irons,  thefe  were  left  at  the 
iffland  of  Madeira,  to  beient  prifoners  to  England. 

On  the  following  day  the  Britannia  arrived,  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  male  convids,  ftores,  and  provifions  on  board ;  and  on 
the  1 6th  the  Admiral  Barrington,  the  Jaft  of  the  ten  fail  of  tranfports, 
anchored  in  the  cove,  having  on  board  a  captain  and  a  party  of  the 
New  South  Wales  corps,  with  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  mate  con^ 
'vidts,  four  women,  and  one  child.  She  too  had  been  unhealthy, 
-having  loft  thirty- fix  convi6ls  in  the  paflage,  and  brought  in  eighty- 
four  perfons  fick.  Her  ftores  and  proportion  of  provifions  were  the 
fame  as  on  board  of  the  other  fhips. 

The  whole  number  of  convids  now  received  into  the  cdony,  in- 
cluding thirty  on  board  the  Gorgon,  were,  male  convidls  one  thou>- 
iand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  females  one  hundred  and  fixty*. 
■eight  j  and  children  nine.  There  were  alfo  eight  free  women  (wives 
of  convicts),  and  one  child  ;  making  a  total  number  of  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  perfons,  exclufive  of  the  military.  Up- 
wards of  two  hundred  convixSs,  male  and  female,  had  died  on  their 
paflagc. 

Of  the  ten  fail  of  traniports,  five,  after  delirering  their  cargoes, 
were  to  proceed  on  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery  ;  viz.  the  Mary  Ann, 
Matilda,  William  and  Ann,  Salamander,  and  Britannia.  This  laft 
failed  oil  the  a4th,  a  week  after  her  arrival,  as  did  thofe  whalers  which 
had  arrived  before  her.  The  other  tranfports  were  to  proceed  to 
Bombay.  The  quantity  of  provifions  received  by  thefe  (hips  being 
^calculated  for  the  numbers  on  .  board  of  each  for  nine  months  only 
after  their  arrival ;  and  as,  fo  large  a  body  of  convids  having  been 
ient  out»  it  was  not  probable  that  they  ihould  foon  have  another 
•  fupply. 
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Supply,  the  Governor  judged  it  expedient  to  fend  one  df  tlic  ttanf- 
ports  to  Bengal,  to  procure  proVilion  for  the  colony  ;  for  which  pur* 
pofe  he  hired  the  Atlantic  at  fifteen  fhillings  and  fixpence  pet  ton 
per  month. 

On  the  anniverfary  of  his  Majefty's  acceflion  to  the  throne,  a  fa- 
lute  of  one-ahd-twenty  guns  was  fired  by  the  Gorgon ;  and  at  the 
public  dinner  given  on  the  occafion  at  Government-houfe,  upwards 
of  fifty  officers  iHrere  aflembled  j  a  greater  number  than  had  ever  be- 
fore met  in  that  colony^ 

,  On  the  26th  the  Atlantic  failed  for  Norfolk  Mand  and  Calcutta, 
for  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  places,  flie  had  on  board  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  and  his  family.;  a  Captain  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps;  an 
affiftant-furgeon ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  voluntarily  vifited  Nor^ 
folk  Ifland  for  the  purpofe  of  performing  thofe  duties  of  his  oificc 
which  had  hitherto  been  omitted  through  the  want  of  a  minifter  to 
perform  them;  twenty-nine  fettlers  difcharged  from  the  marines; 
feveral  male  and  female  convids,  and  fome  few  fettlers  from  that 
clafs  of  people/ 

The  Salamander  had  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  where  every 
perfon  and  article  that  fhe  had  on  board  were  fafely  landed.  By 
letters  received  thence,  they  learned  that  it  was  fuppofed  there  had 
formerly  been  inhabitants  upon  the  ifland,  feveral  ftone  hatchets,  or , 
rather  ftones  refembling  adzes,  and  others  refembling  chifTels,  having 
been  found  in  turning  up  fome  ground  in  the  interior  parts. 
Lieutenant-Governor  King  had  formerly  entertained  the  fame  fup- 
pofition  from  difcovering  the  banana  tree  grov^ing  in  regular  rows. 

^he  tranquillity  of  the  little  town  of  Sydney  was  much  lefs  dif- 
turbed  than  it  was  imagined  would  have  been  the  cafe,  from  the 
great  influx  of  diforderly  feamen  who  were  at  times  let  loofe  from 
the  tranfports ;  this,  probably,  was  owing  to  the  enforcing  of  the 
port-orders,  from  the  firft,  with  fome  degree  of  feverity. 

The  foundation  of  a  new  flore-houfe  was  begun  at  Sydney  :  this, 
and  clearing  the  tranfports,  formed  the  principal  labour  there. 

6  The 
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The  month  of  Oftober  had  produced  a  fecoftd  iaftance  of  an  un* 
fortunate  being,  a  canvidt,  who  had  put  an  end  to  his  exiftence,  to 
avoid  that  puniftiment  which  he  wanted  the  refolution  not  to  deferve. 

From  Parramatta  two  convids  were  miffing,  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
killed  by  the  natives. 

On  the  firft  day  of  November,  information  was  received  from  Par* 
ramatta,  that  a  body  of  twenty  male  convi£ts  and  one  female,  of  tho(e- 
lately  arrived  in  the  Queen  tranfport  from  Ireland,  each  taking  a 
week's  provifions,  and  armkCd  with  tomahawks  and  knives,  had  ab- 
fconded  from  that  fettlement,  with  the  chimerical  idea  of  walking  to 
China,  or  of  finding  fome  country  wherein  they  would  be  received 
and  entertained  without  labour.  It  was  generally  fuppofed,  however^ 
that  this  improbable  tale  was  only  a  cover  to  the  real  defign^  which 
miglit  be  to  procure  boats,  and  get  on  board  the  tranfports  after  they 
had  left  the  cove.  An  officer  from  Parramatta  with  a  party  was  im« 
mediately  fent  in  purfuit  of  them,  who  traced  them  as  far  down  thg^ 
harbour  as  Lane  cove,  whence  he  reached  the  fettlement  of  Sydney^ 
without  obtaining  any  further  intelligence  of  them.  A  few  days 
afterward,  the  people  in  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Albemarle  tranfporr,. 
which  had  been  down  the  harbour  to  procure  wood  on  the  North 
ihore,  met  with  the  wretched  female  who  had  accompanied  the  men.. 
She  had  been  feparated  from  them  for  three  days,  and  wandered  by 
herfelf,  entirely  ignorant  of  her  fituation,  until  Ihe  came  ta  the  water- 
fide,  where^  fortunately,  fhe  foon  after  met  the  boat.  Boats  were 
fent  down  the  next  day,  and  the  woman's  hufband  was  found  and 
taken  back  to  the  fettlement.  They  both  gave  the  fame  abfurd  ac-* 
count  of  their  defign  as  before  related,  and  appeared  to  have  fuffered 
very  conliderably  by  fatigue,  hunger,  and  heat.  The  man  had  loft  his 
companions  eight-and-forty  hours  before  he  was  himfelf  difcovered  ;, 
and  no  tidings  of  them  were  received  for  feveral  days,  although  boats 
were  conftandy  fent  into  tlie  north^weft  arm^  and  thfi  lower  part  of 
the  harbour.. 

Three 
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Three  of  thcfc  miferable  people  were  fome  time  after  met  by  fomc 
officers  who  were  on  an  cxcutfion  to  the  lagoon  between  the  harbour 
and  Broken  Bay ;  but,  noiwithftanding  their  fituation,  they  did  not 
readily  give  themfelves  up;  and,  when  queftioned,  f<dtid  that  they 
wanted  nothing  more  than  to  live  free  from  labour.  Thefe  people 
were  fent  up  to  Parramatta,  whence,  regardlcfs  of  what  they  had 
experienced,  and  might  again  fuflfer,  they  a  fecond  time  abfeonded 
in  a  few  days  after  they  had  returned.  Parties  were  immediately  dif- 
patched,  and  thirteen  of  thofe  who  firft  abfeonded  were  brought  in, 
in  a  ftate  of  deplorable  wretchednefs,  naked,  and  nearly  worn  out 
ivith  hunger*  Some  of  them  had  fubfifted  chiefly  by  fucking  the 
flowering  fhrubs  and  wild  berries  of  the  woods  ;  and  the  whole  ex-* 
hibited  a  pidure  of  mifery  that  feemed  fufficient  to  deter  others  from 
the  like  extravagant  folly.  The  pradice  of  flying  from  labour  into 
the  woods  ftill  prevailing,  the  Governor  caufed  all  the  convifts  who 
had  arrived  that  year  to  be  aflfembled  ;  when  he  informed  them  of  his 
determination  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  abltonding  by  fending^  out  parties 
with  orders  to  fire  upon  them  whenever  they  fhould  be  met  with } 
and  he  declared,  that  if  any  were  brought  in  alive,  he  would  eithei* 
land  them  on  a  part  of  the  harbour  where  they  could  not  depart,  or 
chain  them  together  with  only  bread  and  water  for  their  fubfiftence, 
during  the  remainder  of  their  terms  of  tranfportation.  He  likewife 
told  them  of  information  which  he  had  received  that  they  intended  td 
arm  themfelves  and  feize  upon  the  ftores  j  but  if  they  did  make  an 
attempt  of  that  kind,  every  man  who  might  be  taken  fliouid  be 
inftantly  put  to  death.  Having  thus  endeavoured  to  imprefs  them 
with  ideas  of  certain  punifliment  if  they  oflfended  in  future,  he  for- 
gave fome  for  fmall  offences,  exhorted  them  to  go  cheerfully  to  their 
labour,  and  changed  their  hours  of  work,  agreeable  to  a  requeft  which 
they  had  made. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  of  thefe  miferable  people  had  received  me- 
dicines from  the  hofpital  in  the  morning  of  the  day  when  the  Go* 

vernof 
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vernor^had  thus  addreflfed  them.     The  prerailing  difeafe  was  a  dyfea-^ 
tery,  M^iich  was  accompanied  by  a  general  debility. 

From  her  intended  trial  of  the  whale  fifliery  on  the  coaft  the  BrU 
tann!a  ar/ived  on  the  loth,  and  was  followed  on  the  next  day  by 
the  Mary  Ann.  The  former,  in  company  with  the  William  and  Ann^ 
the  day  flie  went  out,  killed  feven  fpermaceti  whales,  two  only  o£ 
which  they  were  able  to  fecure,  on  account  of  the  bad  weather  that 
prevailed.  From  the  whale  which  fell  to  the  Britannia's  fliare,. 
although  but  a  fmall  one,  thirteen  barrels  of  oil  were  procured  ;  and,, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  mafter,  the  oil,  from  its  containing  a  greater 
proportion  of  that  valuable  part  of  the  fifti  called  by  the  whalers  tha 
head-matter,  was  worth  ten  pounds  more  per  ton  than  that  of  the^ 
6(h  of  any  part  of  the  world  that  he  had  been  in.  He  thought  thafa 
a  moft  advantageous  voyage  might  be '  made  upon  that  coaft,  as  he. 
was  confident  upwards  of  fifteen  thoufand  whales  were  feea  in  the 
firft  ten  days  that  he  was  abfent,  the  greater  number  of  which  were 
obferved  off  the  harbour  of  Sidney ;  and  he  was  prevented  from, 
filling  his  {hip  by  bad  weather  alone,  having  met  with  only  one  day 
during  the  time  he  was  out  in  which  he  could  lower  down  a  boat. 

The  fuccefs  and  report  of  the  mafter  of  the  Mary  Anm  were  very 
different ;  he  had  been  as  far  to  the  fouthward  as  the  latitude  of  75* 
without  feeing  a  whale ;  and  in  a  gale  (^  windfhippeda  fea^that  ftove 
two  of  his  boats,  and  waflied  down  the  veflels  for  boiling  the  oiI» 
which  were  fixed  in  brick-work,  and  to  repair  which  he  was  obliged 
to  return  into  port.  ■ 

The  Matilda  came  in  a.  few  days  afterwards  from  Jervis  Bay,  being, 
leaky.  They  had  feen  n>any  whales,  but  were  prevented  by  the  bad-* 
nefs  of  the  weather  from^  killing  any. 

The  William  and  Ann  ibo&  followed,  confirming  the  report  of  the 

great  number  of  fifli  which  were  to  be  feen  upon  the  coaft,  and  the* 

difficulty  of  getting  at  them.     She  had  killed  only  one,  and  came  iot 

to  repair  her.mainrmaft. 

Adif-. 
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A  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  among  tbe  mafters  of  the  fhips 
-which  had  been  out,  refpcfling  the  eftablifhing  of  a  whale-fifhery 
\ipon  that  coaft.  In  one  particular,  however,  they  all  agreed  j  which 
was,  that  the  coaft  abounded  with  filh;  but  the  major  psgrt  of  them 
thought  that  the  currents  and  bad  weather  prevailing  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  and  which  appeared  to  be  alfo  the  feafoji  of  the  fifli,  would 
prevent  any  fhips  from  meeting  with  that  fuccefs,  of  which  on  their 
fetting  out  they  themfelves  had  formed  fuch  fanguine  hopes.  One 
of  them  thought  that  the  others,  in  giving  this  opinion,  were  prema- 
ture, and  that  they  were  not  fuffieiontly  acquainted  with  the  weather 
on  the  coaft  to  form  any  judgment  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  future  attemptis.  They  were  determined,  neverthelefs,  to  giv?  it 
another  trial,  on  the  failure  of  which  they  meant  to  profecute  tbeir 
voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Peru.  They  accordingly  failed  again  toward 
the  latter  erid  of  the  nionth. 

*  Before  the  full  ration  had  continued  qvke  three  months,  it  wis 
once  more  reduced  j  two  pounds  of  flour  being  taken  oflf,  and  one 
pint  of  peafe  and  one  pint  of  oatmeal  iOTued  in  their  fteaxi. 

•  The  Supply  armed  tender,  having  completed  her  reparira,  -fiHed ,  for 
England  on  the  26th.  The  fervices  of  this  little  veffel  had  ehdeaccd 
her,  and  her  officers  and  people,  to  the  colony.  The  rejjre^  which 
they  felt  at  parting  with  them  was,  however,  lefTened  by  a  know- 
ledge that  they  were  flying  from  a  country  of  want  and  difcomforr, 
to  one  of  abundance  and  pleafure ;  where,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  the 
fervices  that  they  had  performed  would  be  rewarded  by.thatattentioa 
and  promotion  to  which'  they  naturally  looked  up,  and  had  an  indif- 
putable  claim. 

At  this  time  the  public  live-ftock  in  the  fettlement  confifted  of  one 
ftallion  aged,  one  mare,  two  young  ilallions,  two  colis^  fixteen  cows^ 
two  calves,  one  ram,  fifty  ewes,  fix  lambs,  one  boar,  fourteen  fows, 
and  twenty-two  pigs. 

The  ground  in  cultivation  at  and  about  Parramatta  amounted. to 

three  hundred  acres  in  maize,  forty-four  in  wlieat^  fix  in  bftriey,  one 

X  in 
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in  oats  j  two  in  potatoes,  four  in  vines,  eighty-fix  in  garden-ground, 
and  feventeen  in  cultivation  by  the  Nev^  South  Wales  corps.  In  ad- 
dition to  thcfe,  there  w^ere  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  cleared  to  be 
fown  with  turnips;  ninety  acres  were  in  cultivation  by  fettlers^ 
twenty-eight  by  officers,  civil  and  military,  at  and  about  Sydney ; 
and  at  Parramatta  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  were  inclofed,  and  the 
timber  thinned  for  cattle ;  making  a  total  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  thinned,  cleared,  aad  cultivated. 

The  mortality  during  the  month  of  Noven\ber  had  been  great, 
fifty  male  and  four  female  convifts  dying  within  it.  Five  hundred 
fick  perfons  received  medicine  at  the  end  of  that  time.  -  The  extreme 
heat  of  the  weather  had  not  only  increafed  the  fick  lift,  but  had  added 
one  to  the  number  of  deaths.  On  the  4th,  a  convifk  attending  upon 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  in  pafling  from  his  houfe  to  his  kitchen,  with- 
out any  covering  upon  his  head,  received  a  coup  defoUil^  which  at  the 
time  deprived  him  of  fpeech  and  motion,  and,  in  lefs  than  four-and« 
twenty  hours,  of  his  life.  The  thermometer  on  that  day  ftood  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  94I®,  and  the  vnnd  was  N.  W. 

By  the  dry  weather  whiqh  prevailed  the  water  had  been  fo  much 
aff^ed,  befidcs  being  leffeaed  by  the  watering  of  fome  tranfport% 
that  a  prohibition  was  laid  by  the^  Governor  on  the  watering  of  the 
remainder  at  Sydney,  and  their  boats  were  direded  to  go  to  a  con- 
venient place  upon  the  North  fliore.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the  Go- 
vernor had  employed  the  ftone-mafon's  gang  to  cut  tanks  out  of  the 
rock,  which  would  be  refcrvoirs  for  the  water  large  enough  tp  fupply 
the  fettlemcnt  for  fpme  time. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  two  of  the  whalers,  the  Matilda  and  Mary 
Ann,  came  in  from  fea.  The  former  had  landed  a  boat  in  a  bay  on 
ihe  coaft  about  fix  miles  fouthward  j)f  Port  Stephens,  where  the  feinc 
>was  hauled,  and  a  lai^e  quantity  of  falh  taken ;  but  of  the  fi(h  that  they 
went  in  fearch  of  they  faw  none.  The  Mary  Ann  was  rather  more 
fortunate.  By  going  to  the  fouthward,  {he  killed  nine  fifii ;  of  five  of 
them .  ihe  fecured  enough  to  procure  about  thirty  barrels  of  oil ;  but 

was 
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was  prevented  by  bad  weather  from  getting  more.  Thefe  fliips 
failed  again  immediately,  and  both  ran  down  the  coafl:  as  far  to  the 
foulhward  as  36^  30',  and  returned  without  killing  a  fifh.  The 
mailers  attributed  their  bad  fuccefs  to  currents ;  and,  giving  up  all 
hopes  of  a  fifliery  there,  they  determined  to  quit  the  coaft.  The  two 
other  fhips  returned  with  the  like  ill  fortune.  The  mafters  were  all 
now  of  one  opinion,  and  alike  difmclined  to  try  the  coaft  any  longer. 
It  muft  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  whalers  were  not  out  of  port 
at  any  one  time  long  enough  to  enable  them  to  fpeak  with  any  great 
degree  of  precifion  either  for  or  againft  the  probability  of  fuccefs. 
They  feemed  more  defirous  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  har- 
bours on  the  coaft :  the  William  and^  Ann  had  been  feen  in  Broken 
Bay;  others  had  vifited  Botany  Bay  and  Jervis  Bay ;'  the  Salamander 
kad  renudned  long  enough  in  Port  Stephens  (a  harbour  to  the  north- 
ward, until  then  not  vifited  by  any  one),  to  take  an  eye-fketch  of  the 
harbour  and  fome  of  its  arms ;  and  Port  Jackfon  was  found  to  have 
its  conveniences*  After  a  well-manned  and  well-found  whaler  fhould 
have  kept  the  fea  for  an  entire  feafon,  the  probability  of  fuccefs 
might  be  determined. 

The  tranfport  having  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  marine  corps, 
who  were  to  take  their  paflage  to  England  in  the  Gorgon,  the  greater 
part  of  the  marine  detachment  embarked  on  board  of  that  fhip  on 
the  13th.  Thofe  who  did  not  embark  were  left  for  the  duty  of  the 
place  until  the  remainder  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  Ihould  arrive^ 
The  Gorgon  failed  on  the  i8th. 

The  marines  who  now  left  Port  Jackfon,  had  gone  there  in  the  firft 
fliips,  and  were  as  valuable  a  corps  as  any  in  his  Majefty's  fervice. 
They  had  ftruggled  in  that  country  with  greatly  more  than  the  com- 
mon hardihips  of  their  duty ;  and  were  now  quitting  it,  after  having 
opened  and  fmootheJ  the  way  for  their  fucceffors,  and  from  which, 
whatever  benefit  uuTght  hereaftc*  b^  derived  muft  be  derived  by  thofe 
who  had  the  eafy  tafk  of  treading  in  paths  previoufly  and  painfully 
formed  by  them. 

X2  The 
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The  Cove  and  the  fettlement  were  now  refuming  that  dull  uni- 
formity of  uninterefting  circumftances  which  had  generally  prevailedi' 
The  Supply  and  Gorgon  had  departed,  and  with  them  a  valuable  part 
of  the  fociety ;  and  in  a  few  days  after  the  Matilda  and  the  Mary 
Ann  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Peru.  Thefe  had  fome  convidts  on  boards 
who  were  permitted  to  fhip  themfelves  with  the  tnafters. 

A  further  redudion  of  one  pound  of  flour  from  the  ration  took 
place  at  the  conclufion  of  December ;  and  from  the  ftate  of  the  pro- 
vifion  ftores,  the  Governor,  on  Chriftmas-day,  could  only  give  one 
pound  of  flour  to  each  woman  in  the  fettlement. 
'  At  Parramatta  various  oflfences  were  ftill  committed,  and  many  of 
the  convids  there  not  having  any  part  of  their  week's  ration  remain- 
ing when  Tuefday  or  Wednefday  night  came,  the  Governor  direded, 
as  he  had  before  done  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  the  proviiions  fhould 
be  iiTued  daily.  This  meafure  being  difapproved,  the  convids  af- 
fembled  in  rather  a  tumultuous  manner  before  the  Governor's 
houfe  at  Parramatta,  to  requeft  that  their  provifions  might  be 
ferved  as  ufual  on  Saturdays.  The  Governor  refufed ;  and  as  they 
were  heard  to  murmur  and  talk  of  obtaining  by  diflferent  means  what 
was  refufed  to  entreaty  (words  fpoken  among  the  crowd,  and  the  per- 
fon  who  was  fo  daring  not  being  diftinguilhable  from  the  reft),  hfe 
aflTured  them  that,  as  he  knew  the  major  part  of  them  were  led  by 
eight  or  ten  defigning  men  to  whom  they  looked  up,  and  to  whofe 
names  he  was  not  a  ftranger,  on  any  open  appearance  of  difcontent, 
he  fhoiild  make  irnmediate  examples  of  them.  Before  they  were  dif- 
mifled,  they  promifed  greater  propriety  of  condudl  and  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors,  and  declared  their  readinefs  to 
receive  their  provifions  as  had  been  direiSted. 

This  was  the  fir  ft  inftance  of  any  tumultuous  afliembly  among  theffe 
people,  and  was  now  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fpirit  of  refiftance  and  vil- 
lainy lately  imported  by  the  new  comers. 

The  moft  material  public  work  of  December  was  the  completing 
and  occupying  of  the  new  ftore  on  the  eaft  fide  j  its  dimenfions  were 

'eighty 
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eighty  feel  by  twenty-four ;  and  as  it  was  built  for  the  purpofe  of 
containing  dry  ftores,  the  height  was  beyond  what  was  commonly 
adopted  in  that  country,  and  a  fpacious  loft  was  formed,  capable  of 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  bale  goods. 

During  the  month  a  warrant  of  emancipation  paffed  the  feal  of  the 
territory  to  John  Lowe,  Henry  Cane,  Richard  Chears,  Thomas  Fifk^ 
Daniel  Cubitt,  Charles  Pafs,  George  Bolton,  William  Carelefs,  Wil. 
liam  Curtis,  John  Chapman  Morris,  Thomas  Merrick,  William  Skin- 
ner, and  James  Weavers,  convids  who  left  England  in  the  Guardian, 
on  condition  of  their  redding  within  the  limits  of  that  government,  and 
not  returning  to  England  within  the  period  of  their  refpedive  fentences. 
.  Inftrudions  to  this  efFed  had  been  received  from  hojne,  Lieutenant 
Riou  having  interefted  himfelf  much  in  their  behalf  on  account  of 
their  good  condud:  while  under  his  diredions.  They  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  work  at  any  trade  they  might  be  acquainted  with  ;  but 
during  their  continuance  in  that  country  they  were  to  be  difpofed  of 
wherever  the  Governor  fhould  think  propen  They  were  alfo  at 
liberty  to  fettle  land  upon  their  own  account. 

The  number  who  died  by  ficknefs  in  the  year  1791  were,  one  of  the 
civil  eftabli(hment ;  two  foldiers ;  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  male  and 
eight  female  convids ;  and  five  children;  making  in  the  whole  twenty- 
eight  more  than  had  died  during  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  above  time  one  male  convid  was  executed  ;  one  drowned  ; 
four  loft  in  the  woods  (exclufive  of  the  Irifh  convids  who  had  ab- 
fconded,  and  of  whom  no  certain  account  was  ever  procured) ;  one  de- 
ftroyed  himfelf;  and  eight  men,  one  woman,  and  two  children,  had 
run  from  the  fettlement ;  making  a  lofs  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  perfons. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

THE    QUEEN    SAILS    FOR   NORFOLK   ISLAND, WHALERS   ON   THEIR  PISHING 

VOYAGES. CONVICTS    MISSING. DEPREDATIONS.— PROCLAMATION. 

CONVICT  LXECI3TED. THE    PITT    WITH   LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  GROSE 

ARRIVES.  —  GOODS  SELLING. — SICKNESS.  —  THE  PITT  SAILS. — MR.  BUR- 
TON KILLED.  — STORMY  WEATHER.— PUBLIC  WORKS.— REGULATIONS  RE- 
SPECTING PERSONS  WHO  HAD  SERVED  THEIR  TERMS  OF  TRANSPORTATION. 

^NATIVES. MORTALITY  IN  APRIL.— APPEARANCE  AND  STATE  OF  THE 

CONVICTS. — RATION  AGAIN  REDUCED. — QUANTITY  OF  FLOUR  IN  STORE. 
—  SETTLERS.— STATE  OF  TRANSACTIONS  WITH  THE  NATIVES.— PUBLIC 
WORKS.-^ AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  GRAIN,  &C.  AT  SYDNEY  AND  AT  PARRA- 
MATTA. — MORTALITY  DECREASES. KING's  BIRTH-DAY.— THE  ATLAN- 
TIC RETURNS  FROJM  BENGAL.— ACCOUNT  RECEIVED  OF  BRYANT  AND  HIS 
COMPANIONS. RATION  STILL  FURTHER  REDUCED. QUANTITY  OF  PRO- 
VISIONS   RECEIVED  FROM  CALCUTTA.— THE    BRITANNIA   ARRIVES    FROM 

ENGLAND. RATION    INCREASED. CONVICT    EMANCIPATED.— PUBLIC 

WORKS.— THE  BRITANNIA  CLEARED.— SURVEY  OF  PROVISIONS.-- INTEL- 
LIGENCE FROM  NORl^OLK  ISLAND. 

J^ARLY  in  the  month  of  January  1792,  fixty-two  people,  fettlers  and 
conviasj  with  Mr.  Bayne,  the  Chaplain  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps  (who  offered  his  (ervices,  as  there  never  had  been  a  clergyman 
there),  embarked  on  board  the  Queen  for  Norfolk  Ifland ;  the  matter 
of  that  fhip  having  engaged  to  carry  them  and  a  certain  quantity  of 
provifions  thither  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Of 
the  fettler«  twenty-two  were  lately  difcharged  from  the  marine  fervice, 
and  the  remainder  were  convifts;  fome  of  the  latter,  whofe  terras  of 
tranfporlation  had  expired,  had  chofen  Norfolk  Ifland  to  fettle  in,  and 
Others  were  feat  to  be  employed  for  the  public. 

S  "This 
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This  {hip,  with  the  Adrtiiral  Barrington  for  India,  failed  on  the  6th, 
and  the  Salamander  and  Britannia  on  the  7th.  By  thefe  fhips  the 
colony  loft  fome  ufeful  people  whom  it  could  ill  fpare;  but  who, 
their  terms  of  tranfportation  having  expired,  would  not  be  induced  to 
remain  in  the  fettlement,  and  could  not  be  prevented  from  quitting  it. 

By  the  commiflary's  report  of  the  mufter,  it  appeared  that  forty- 
four  men  and  nine  women  were  abfent  and  unaccounted  for;  in 
which  number  were  included  thofe  who  were  wandering  in  the 
woods,  feeking  for  a  new  fettlement,  or  endeavouring  to  get  into  the 
path  to  China  !  ^  Of  thefe  people  many,  after  lingering  a  long  time, 
and  exifting  merely  on  roots  and  wild  berries,  perifhed  miferably. 
Others  found  their  way  in,  after  being  abfent  feveral  weeks,  and  re- 
ported the  fate  of  their  wretched  companions,  being  themfelves  re- 
duced to  nearly  the  fame  condition,  worn  down  and  exhaufted  with 
fatigue  and  want  of  proper  fuftenance. 

Yet,  although  the  appearance  of  thefe  people  confirmed  their  ac- 
count of  what  they  had  undergone,  others  were  ftill  found  ignorant 
and  weak  enough  to  run  into  the  woods,  impreffed  with  the  idea  of 
cither  reaching  China  by  land,  or  finding  a  new  fettlement  where  la- 
bour would  not  be  impofed  on  them,  and  where  the  inhabitants  were 
civil  and  peaceable.      Two  of  thefe  wretches,  at  the  time  of  their 
abfconding,  met    a  convict  in    their  way,    not  far  from   the  new 
grounds,  whom  they  robbed  of  his  provifions,  and  beat  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner  that,  after  languifliing  for  fome  time,  he  died.     He  defcribed 
their  perfons  and  mentioned  their  names,  with  the  precife  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  treatment  of  him  ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  they 
would  have  lived  to  return,  and  receive  the  reward  of  their  crime  ; 
but  one  of   their   companions,  who  furvived  them,  brought  in  an 
account  of  their  having  miferably  ended  a  wicked  exiftence  in  the 
woods. 

Several  people  died  at  Parramatta,  fome  of  whom  were  at  labour, 
apparently  in  health,  and  died  in  four-and-twenty  hours.     An  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary  circumftance  attended  the  death  of  one  poor  creature, 
though  it  certainly  was  not  the  caufe  of  it :  while  dragging  with 
others  at  a  hrick  cart,  he  was  feized  with  a  fainting  fit,  and  when  he 
recovered  was  laid  down  under  a  cart  which  flood  in  the  road,  tliat 
he  might  be  in  the  fhade.  Being  weak  and  ill,  he  fell  afleep.  On 
waking,  and  feeling  fomething  tight  about  his  neck,  he  put  up  his 
hand,  when,  to  his  amazement  and  horror,  he  grafped  the  folds  of 
a  large  fnake  which  had  twined  itfelf  round  his  neck.  In  endeavour- 
,  ing  to  difengage  it,  the  animal  bit  him  by  the  lip,  which  became  in- 
dantly  tumid.  Two  men,  pafling  by,  took  off  the  fnake  and  threw 
it  on  the  ground,  when  it  eredled  itfelf,  and  flew  at  one  of  them ; 
but  they  foon  killed  it.  The  man  who  had  fainted  at  the  cart  died 
the  next  morning,  not,  however,  from  any  effed  of  the  bite  of  the 
ihalce,  but  from  general  debility. 

About  this  time  the  public  bake-houfe  at  Parramatta  was  robbed  of 
a  large  quantity  of  flour  aqd  bifcuit ;  to  efFed  which  theft  the 
robbers  had  made  their  way  down  the  chimney.  The  convidts  at 
this  place  having  afTembled  in  an  improper  and  tumultuous  man- 
ner, the  Governor  thought  proper  to  ifTue  a  proclamation,  in  which 
the  convidts  were  flridly  forbidden  ever  to  afTemble  in  numbers  un- 
der any  pretence  whatever:  all  complaints  being  to  be  made  through 
the  medium  of  the  fuperintendants  or  overfeers  ;  and  aiiy  difobedience 
to  this  proclamation  was  to  be  punifhed  wich  the  utmofl  feverity. 

Among  the  numerous  inflances  of  the  profligacy  of  the  convidls 
which  occurred  at  this  time,  one  is  deferving  of  notice :  a  woman, 
who  had  been  entrufled  to  carry  the  allowance  of  flour  belonging  to 
two  other  women  to  the  bake-houfe,  where  flie  had  run  in  debt  for 
bread  which  fhe  had  taken  up  on  their  account,  mixed  vvith  it  ja 
quantity  of  pounded  flone,  in  the  proportion  of  two  thirds  of  grit 
to  one  of  flour.  Fortunately,  fhe  was  detected  before  it  had  been 
mixed  with  other  flour  at  the  bake-houfe,  and  was  fentenced  to  wear 
an  iron  collar  for  fix  months  as  a  punifhment  for  her  offence. 

One 
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One  eonvift  during  this  inontb..wa$  executed  for  theft :  at  the  tree 
he  addrefled  his  fellow-convids,  earning  them  to  airoid  the  paths  that 
he  had  purfued ;  but  protefted  that  he  had  been  induced  by  hunger  to 
commit  the  crime  for  vrhich  he  fufiered.  He  appeared  defirous  of 
death,. declaring  that  he  knew  be  could^n<H  lire  without  ftealing. 
:  To..a  tra^  of  land  marked  out  for  gight  marines  who  had  become 
iettlers,  the  nameof  the  Field  Of  Mar^  was  given  by  Governor  Philip* 

The  convids  employe^  in  cultivating  and  clearing  public  ground 
beyond  Parramatta^  having  been  landed  in  a  weak  and  (ickly  ftate, 
wore  in  general  a  mpftmiferal^^e  and  em^tciated  appearance,  and  num* 
bers  of  them  died  ?Uily. ,  The  reduced  ration  by  no  means  contributed 
to  their  amendment ;  the  wheat  that  was  raifed  in  the  laft  year  (four 
hundred  and  fixty  bufhels)^  after .  referving  fufficient ,  for  feed,  was 
iflued.to  them  at  a  pound  per  man  per  weeki  and  a  pound  of  rice 
per  week  was  iffued  to  each  male,  convift  at  Sydney* 

On. the.  14th  of  February  the  fignal  wa§  made  for  a  fail,  and  Ihortly 
after  the  Pitt,  Captain  Edward  Manning,  anchored  in  the  cove  from 
England,  having  failed  on  the  17th  of  July  froqci  Yarmouth  Roads, 
and  ha4  rather  a  long  paflage,  touching  at  St.  Jago,  Rio  de  JaneirOj^ 
and  the  Cape,  of  Qood  Hope*  She  had  on  board  Francis  Grofe,  Efq, 
the  Lieutenarvt-Governor  of  the  fettlemcnts,  and  Major-Commandant 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  j  one  company  of  which^  together 
with  the  adjutant,  came  out  with  him.. 

This  veflel  brought  out  three  hundred,  and  nineteen  male,  and 
forty-nine  female  convi(^8,  five  children,  and  feven  free  women,  with 
fait  provifions  calculated  to  ferve  that  number  of  people  ten  months, 
but  which  would  onlyfurnifh  the  colony  with  provifions  for  forty 
days.  Thefupply  of  provifions  was  confined  to  fait  meat,  under,  the 
idea  ^hat  the  colony  was  not  in  immediate  yv^nt  of  flour,  and  th^t  a 
fupply  had  been  fent  froni  Calcutta, ,  which,  together  with  what  had 
been  procured  from  Batavia,  that  which  had  been  fent  from  England, 
and  the  grain  that  might  have  been  raifed  in  the  fettlements,  would 
be  adequate,  to  their  confumption.  The  difpatches,  however,  which 
■     •  :•    —  y  ^  ^   '  •  had 
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had  been  forwarded  from  Piwt  Jackfon  by  the  Juftinian  in  July  1790,. 
having  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State^  what  appeared  from 
thofe  communications  to  be  neceflary  for  the  colony  were  to  be  fent 
in  one  or  more  ihips  to  be  difpatched  in  the  autumn^  with  an  addi^-^ 
tional  number  of  coavi^s,  and  the  remaining  company  of  the  new^ 
corps.  A  floop  Iri  frame,  of  the  burthen  of  forty-one  tons,  was  fent 
out  in  the  Pitt ;  to  make  room  for  which^  feveral  bales  of  clothing, 
and  many  ufeful  articles,  were  obliged  to  be  excluded. 
'  The  Pitt  brought-in  many  of  her  convids  (ick ;  and  feveral  of  het 
fcam:en,  with  fifteen  foldiers  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  had  died 
Shortly  after  her  leaving  St.  Jago,  owing  to  her  liaving  touched  there 
during  anxUtihealthy  feaibn. 

Permiflion  having  been  obtained,  a  fliop  was  opened  at  a  hut  on 
flxorc  for  the  fale  of  various  articles  brought  out  in  the  Pitt ;  and^ 
although  a  fleet  of  tranfports  had  but  lately  failed  from  the  place, 
notwithftanding  the  different  orders  which  had  been  fent  to  Bengal^ 
and  the  high  price  at  which  every  thing  was  fold^  the  avidity  with 
which  all  defcriptioils  of  people  grafped  at  what  was  to  be  purchafed 
was  extraordinary,  and  could  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  diftance 
of  their  fituation  from  the  mother-country;  the  uncertainty  of  re- 
ceiving fupplies  from  thence,  and  the  length  of  time  which  they  had 
heretofore  had  the  mortification  to  find  elapfe  without;  receiving  any. 

It  being  neceflary  to  fend  to  Norfolk  Illand  a  proportion  of  what 
prpvifions  were  in  (lore,  the  Pitt  was  engaged  for  that  purpbfe,  for 
which  fervice  her  owners  were  to  receive  65  il.,  a  fum  equal  to  fix 
weeks  demurrage  for  the  fhip. 

There  was  at  this  time  only  fifty-two  days'  flour,  and  twenty-one 
weeks'  fait  provifions  in  ftore,  at  the  reduced  ration  then  iflued. 

A  perfon  deemed  well  qualified  for  the  purpofe  was  now  employed 
to  fet  up  the  veflel,  the  frame  of  which  had  arrived  in  the  Pitt  j  but  as 
he  was  the  only  fhipwright  in  the  colony,  the  work  of  courfe  pro- 
ceeded flowly,  and  fhe  would  moft  afluredly  have  much  fooner  ren- 
dered the  fervices  which  were  required  of  her,  had  (he  been  put  to- 
gether 
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ge^her  in  England,  coppered,  and  fent  out  manned  and  officered  ;  by 
which  means  too,  the  fettlement  would  have  received  many  articles 
which  were  left  behind  to  make  room  for  her  in  the  Pitt. 

In  the  latter  end  of  March  a  malady  of  an  alarming  nature  was  per- 
ceived in  the  colony.  Four  or  fire  of  the  convids  were  feized  with 
infanity }  ^id,  as  the  major  part  of  thofe  who  were  vifited  with  this 
calamity  were  females  (who,  on  account  of  their  fex;  were  not  haraflTed 
with  hard  labour,  and  who  in  general  fliared  largely  of  fuch  little 
comforts  as  were  to  be  procured  in  the  fettlement),  it  was  difficult  to 
affign  a  caufe  for  this  diforder. 

With  a  dreadful  fick  lift,  and  death  making  rapid  ftrides,  April 
commenced :  a  lamentable  circumftance  to  thofe  who  had  to  provide 
by  their  labour  for  the  fupport  of  a  colony,  in  whichf  froiji  its  great 
diftance,  not  only  from  the  parent  country,  but  from  every  port  where 
fupplies  could  be  procured,  it  became  an  objed  of  the  firft  magnitude 
and  importance  to  endeavour  fpeedily,  and  by  every  poffible  exertion, 
to  place  its  inhabitants  in  a  fituation  that  accident  or  delay  might  not 
affedl.  His  Majefty's  (hip  Guardian  afforded  a  melancholy  recollec^ 
tion  how  much  the  colony  had  already  felt  from  mifadventure ;  and 
the  delay  wliich. occurred  in  the  voyage  of  the  Lady  Juliana  tranfport 
had  proved  equally  calamitous.  The  recent  circumftance  of  a  (hip  ar- 
riving without  a  fupply  of  flour,  and  other  unfortunate  contingencies, 
fpoke  with  a  "  warning  voice,"  and  loudly  demanded  that  every  arm 
which  could  be  raifed  (hould  be  exerted  to  make  provifion  again (l  the 
hour  of  want.  Few,  however,  in  comparifon  with  the  meafure  of 
their  neceffities,  were  the  numbers  daily  brought  into  the  field  for  the 
purpofe  of  cultivation  ;  and  of  thofe  who  could  handle  the  hoe  or  the 
fpade  by  far  the  jgreater  part  parried  hunger  in  their  countenances ;  but 
it  wasearneftly  andanxioufly  hoped  ar\d:  expeded,  that  by  the  fpeedy 
arrival  of  fupi^es  from  England  the  .full  ration  of.  every  fpccits  of 
provifions  would  be  once  more  iflued,  when  labour  would  be  re- 
newed with  additional  vigour  aind  eflfed^,  health  and  Arength  be  feen 
refiding  among   them,  and  approaches  of  independence  on  Great. 

Y  4  Britain 
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BritaIo>  be  fomelhing  more  than  a.fanguinc  hope  or  vifionary  fpccula- 
yion.     The  conoids,  antJ  fuch  ftores  and  provifions  as  the  Governor 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  to  Norfolk  Ifland,  being  embarked,  the 
Pitt  failed  on  the  7th. 

On  tbe  13th  died  Mr.  David  Burton,  of  a  gun-(hot  wound.     This 
^yopng  man,  on  account  of  the  talents  that  he  poflfefied  as  a  botanift,  and 
the  fervices  which  he  vsras  capable  of  rendering  in  the  furvcying  line, 
could  but  very  ill  be  fpared  in  the  fettlement.  His  lofs  was  occafioned 
by  One  of  thofe  accidents  which  fo  frequently  happen  to  perfons  who 
are  inexperienced  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms.    It  was  remarkable,  that  this 
.young  man  went  out  a  fliooting  with  that  fenfation  of  the  mind  which 
is  called  prefentiment,  having  more  than  once  obferved,  that  he  feared 
feme  accident  would  happen  j  nor  did  he  ceafe  to  be  tormented  with 
this  unpleafant  idea,  until  his  gun,  which  he  carried  rather  awkwardly, 
went  ofFj  and  lodged  its  contents  in  the  ground  within  a  few  inches  of 
the  feet  of  the  perfon  who  preceded  him  in  the  walk  through  the 
woods.     Confidering  this  as  the  accident  which  his  mind  foreboded, 
he  went  on  afterwards  perfeSly  freed  from  apprehenfron.      But  he 
was  deceived ;  for  on  reaching  the  banks  of  the  river,  they  found  on 
its  furface  innumerable  flocks  of  thofe  fowl  tjf  which  they  were  in 
fearch,     Mr.  Burton,  in  'order  to  have  a  better  view  of  them,  got  upon 
the  ftump  of  a  tree,  and   refting  his  hand  on  the  muzzle  of  his  piece, 
raifed  himfelf  by  its  afliftance  as  high  as  he  was  able.     TTie  butt  of 
the  gun  refted  on  the  ground,  which  was  thickly  covered  with  long 
grafs,  ftirubs,  and  weeds.     No  one  farw  fhe  danger  of  ftich  a  fituatiori 
in  time  to  prevent  what  followed,     fiy  fome  motion  of  this  unfor- 
tunate young  man  the  piece  went  off,  and  the  contents,  entering  hia 
wrift,  forced  their  way  up  between  the  two  bones  of  his  right  arm, 
which  were  much  (battered,  to  the  elbow^     One  of  his  companions, 
with  great  prefence  of  mind,  applied  bandages  torn  from  a  fliirt,  or 
the  wounded  man  mufl  foon  have  bled  to  death.     This  accident  hap- 
pened at  five  in  tile  afternoon;  and  it  was'  not  till  ten  dt  night  of 
the  following  day  tliatthe  fufferer  reached  Parramaita.     The  confe- 

*  '  quence 
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quence  .was,  that  fuch  a  violent  fever  and  inflammation  had  taken* 
place,  that  any  attempt  to  fave  life  by  amputation  would  only  have 
haftened  his  end.  In  the  night  of  the  12th  a  mortiBcatioo  came  on, 
and  he  expired  the  following  morning,  leaving  behind  him,  what  he 
univerfally  enjoyed  while  living,  the  eft^em  and  refped  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

A  perfon  of  a  far  different  defcription  and  oharafl:er  met  with  an 
accidental  death  the  following  day ;  being  killed  by  a  blow  from  the 
limb  of  a  tree,  which  fell  on  his  head  as  he  pafTed  under  it,  and 
fradured  his  fkull.  He  died  upon  the  fpot,  without  being  allowed  a 
moment  for  that  repentance  of  which  his  paft  life  flood  greatly  in 
need.  His  companions  and  fellow-prifoners  (for  he  was  a  convid) 
declared  him  to  have  been  fo  great  a  reprobate,  that  he  was  fcarcely. 
ever  known  to  fpeak  without  an  oath,  or  without  calling  on  his 
Maker  as  a  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  the  lie  that  he  was  about  to  utter. 

The  weather,  from  the  commencement  of  the  month,  had  been  ex- 
tremely bad  J  heavy  ftorms  of  wind  and  rain  having  generally  pre- 
vailed until  the  1 3th,  when  fair  weather  fucceeded.  At  Parramatta 
the  gale  had  done  much  damage;  feveral  huts,  which  were  built 
in  low  ground,  were  rendered  almpft  inacceffible,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  wattled  huts  fuffered  very  much.  A  large  portion  of  the 
cleared  ground  was  laid  under  water,  and  fuch  corn  as^  had  not 
been  reaped  waa  beaten  down.  At  Sydney  the  effeds  of  the  ftorm, 
though  it  had  been  equally  violent,  were  not  fo  fevere.  jMoft  of 
the  houfes,  indeed,  were  rendered  damp,  and  had  leaks  in  different 
parts ;  and  feeds  which  had  been  recently  fown  were  wafhed  out  of 
the  ground.  In  the  woods  it  had  raged  with  much  violence ;  the 
people  employed  to  kill  game  declared  that  it  was  dangerous  to  walk 
in  the  forefts;  and.  the  ^  ground,  covered  with  huge  limbs  or  whol6 
trunks  of  tre?s,  xqufirmed  the  truth  pf  their  report. 

On  the  13th  a  redudion  took  place  in  the  ration.  Three  pounds  of 
flour,  and  two  pounds  of  maize,  with  four  pounds  of  pork,  wereferved 
to  each  man- J  and  three  pounds  of  flour,  and  one  pound  of  maize^ 

with 
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vi^ith  four  pounds  of  pork,  to  each  woman.  The  children  received 
the  ufual  proportion.  To  fuch  alterations  the  fettlement  had  now 
for  fome  years  been  habituated ;  and,  although  it  was  well  known 
that  they  never  were  impofed  but  when  the  ftate  of  the  ftores  ren- 
dered them  abfolutely  neceffary,  it  was  impoflible  to  meet  the  re- 
duction without  refleding,  that  the  edablifhed  ration  would  have 
been  adequate  to  every  want;  the  plea  of  hunger  could  not  have  been 
advanced  as  the  motive  and  excufe  for  thefts  ;  and  difeafe  would  not 
have  met  fo  powerful  an  ally  in  its  ravages  amon^  the  debilitated  and 
emaciated  obje£ts  which  the  gaols  had  crowded  into  tranfports,  and 
the  tranfports  landed  in  thefe  fettlements. 

The  works  in  hand  were,  building  brick  huts  at  Sydney  for  con- 
vids,  confiding  of  two  apartments,  each  hut  being  twenty-fix  feet  in 
front,  and  fourteen  feet  in  width,  and  intended  to  contain  ten  people, 
with  a  fuitable  allotment  of  garden  ground ;  completing  tanks  for 
water ;  widening  the  bridges,  &c.  One  day  in  each  week  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  ifiuing  of  provifions;  and  the  labour  of  the  other  five 
(with  interruptions  from  bad  weather,  and  the  plea  of  the  reduced  ra- 
tion) did  not  amount  in  all  to  three  good  working  days. 

At  Parramatta  the  principal  labour  was  getting  in  and  houfing  the 
maize,  and  preparing  ground  for  the  next  year's  grain.  The  foun- 
dations of  a  town-hall  and  an  hofpital  were  laid.  The  town*haIl  was 
intended  to  include  a  market-place  for  the  fale  of  grain,  fiih,  poultry, 
live  ftdck,  wearing  apparel,  and  every  other  article  that  convids 
might  purchafe  or  fell.  An  order  eftabliihing  this  regulation  had 
been  given  out  at  Parramatta,  and  a  clerk  of  the  market  appointed  to 
regifter  every  commodity  that  was  brought  for  barter  or  fale ;  dired- 
ing,  in  the  cafe  of  non-compliance,  the  forfeiture  both  of  the  pur<« 
chafe-money  and  of  the  article  ;  to  be  given,  one  moiety  to  the  infor* 
mer,  and  the  other  to  the  hofpital  for  the  benefit  of  the  fick.  This 
order  was  meant  to  prevent  the  felling  or  interchanging  of  ftolen 
goods  amoQg  the  convids,  which  prevailed  to  a  gre^at  degree. 

It 
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It  required  fomething  more  than  common  application  to  adapt  re- 
medies to  the  various  irregularities  which  from  time  to  time  grew  up 
10  the  fettlement ;  and  fomething  more  than  common  ingenuity  to 
counteract  the  artifices  of  thofe  whofe  meditations  were  hourly  di« 
reded  to  fchemes  of  CTaiion  or  depredation. 

The  natives  had  not  lately  given  any  interruption  by  ads  of  hof- 
tility.  Several  of  their  young  people  continued  to  refide  among  the 
fettlers ;  and  the  different  houfes  in  the  town  were  frequently  vifited 
by  their  relations :  but  very  little  infotmation  that  could  be  depended 
upon  refpeding  their  manners  and  cuftoms  was  obtained  through  this 
intercourfe  ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  they  converfed  with  the  white 
people  in  a  mutilated  and  incorred  language,  formed  entirely  on  the 
imperfe£t  knowledge  and  improper  application,  by  the  latter,  of  the 
native's  words. 

The  mortality  in  the  month  of  April  had  been  extremely  great.  Di& 
treffing  as  it  was,  however,  to  fee  the  poor  wretches  daily  dropping  into 
the  grave,  it  was  far  more  affliding  to  obferve  the  countenances  and 
emaciated  perfons  of  many  who  remained,  foon  to  follow  their  raifer-  ( 

able  companions.  Every  ftep  was  takeia  that  could  be  devifed  to  fave 
them  J  a  fifhery  was  eftabliQicd  at  the  fouth-liead,  exclufi vely  for  the 
ufe  of  the  fick.  The  different  people  who  were  employed  by  indi- 
viduals to  kill  game  were  given  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital ;  and,, 
^o  ftimulate  them  to  exertion,  a  reifratd  was  oflfered  according  to  their 

fuccefs. 

The  weakeft  of  the  coavias  vrere  excufedfiroirf  ail  kinds^  of  hardi  ^ 

labour  -^  but  it  was  not  hard  labour  that  deftioyed  them  j  it  v?as  iiA 
entire  want  of  ftrength  in  the  conftitotion,  and  which  nothii^  but 
proper  nouriflunent, could  repair^ 

This  dreadful  mortality  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  convi^  who> 
had  arrived;  in  the  laft  year,;  of  one  hundred,  and  tw^nty^wo 
male  convias  who  came  out  in  the  Qseen  tranlgort  from  Ircl^ndi, 
fifty  only  were  living  at  the  begii^iing  of  May.  ,  The  rohben«»^ 
which  were  every  day  and  night  committed. were  alfamearly  confined: 

'"'  .  to> 
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jtO'thls'cIafs  of  the  convids  ;  and  the  wretches  who  were  concerned 
\n  the  commiflion  of  them  were  in  general  too  weak  to  receive  a 
punifhment  adequate  to  their  crimes.  Their  univerfal  plea  was 
hunger ;.  a  plea>  which,  though  it  could  not  be  contradided,  impe« 
rious  neceflity  deprived  of  its  due  weight,  and  frequently  compelled 
punifhment  to  be  inflided  when  pity  was  the  prevailing  fentimcnt. 

The  Indian  corn  which  was  ftolen  and  deftroyed  at  this  time  was 
computed  to  have  been  at  lead  one  fixth  of  what  had  been  raifed. 
This  ,wafii  a  very  ferious  lofs,  and  increafed  the  anxiety  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  thofe  fuppliea  from  England  which  had  not  arrived,  though 
the  time  had^l^ipfed  in  which  they  (hould  have  appeared,  had  their 
departure  taken  place  at  the  period  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  His  Excellency  therefore  thpught  it  prudent  ftill  farther  to 
abridge  the  ration  of  flour  to  one  pound  and  a  half;  and,  as  Indian 
corn  was  now  neceflarily  become  the  principal  part  of  each  perfon's 
fuftenance,  hand-mills  and  querns  were  fet  to  work  to  grind  it  coarfe 
for  every  perfon  both  at  Sydney  and  at  Parramatta ;  and  at  the  latter 
place  wooden  mortars,  with  a  lever  and  peftle,  were  alfo  ufed  to  break 
the  corn ;  and  thefe  pounded  it  much  finer  than  it  could  be  ground 
by  the  hand-mills;  but  it  was  eflfe^aed  with  great  labour.  Thift  wa«, 
on  the  whole,  the  worft  ration  hitherto  iflfued.  The  rice  formerly 
given  was  much  more  nutritive  than  the  Indian  corn  now  ferved  in  its 
(lead ;  it  could  likewife  be  ufed  in  a  much  greater  variety  of  modes 
than  it  was  poffible  to  prepare  the  corn  in. 

As  at  this  period  the  flour  in  ftorc  was  reduced  to  a  very  incbn- 
fiderable  quantity,  twenty-four  days  at  the  new  ration,  and  the  fait 
provifions  not  aflfording  a  fupply  for  a  longer  time  than  three  months, 
it  became  a  melancholy,  although  natural  refledion,  that  had  not  fuch 
numbers  died,  both  in  the  paflTage  and  fince  the  landing  of  thofe  who 
forvived  the  voyage,  they  wouM  not  at  thaf  hour  have  had  the  mi- 
ferablc  pittance  which  they  yet  received :  thus  ftrangely  did  they  de- 
rive benefit  from  the  calamities  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

9  Several 
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Several  of  tlie  fettlers  at  Parramatta  had,  riotwithftanding  the  ex- 
treme drought  of  the  feafon,  had  fuch  crops  as  enabled  them  to  take 
off  from  the  public  ftore,  fome  one,  and  others  two  convids,  to  affift 
ia  preparing  the  grounds  for  the  next  year.  Thefe  bartered  their 
corn  for  fait  provifion ;  but  others  of  the  fettlers,  inattentive  to  their 
own  interefts,  and  more  defirous  of  acquiring  for  the  prcfent  what 
they  deemed  comforts,  than  ftudious  to  providfe  for  the  future,  not 
only  negle£ted  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  but  fold  the  breeding 
fiock  with  which  they  had  been  fupplied  by  order  of  the  Governor. 
Exclufive  of  the  idle  people,  however,  of  which  there  were  not  many, 
the  fettlers  were  found  to  be  doing  very  wdl,  their  farms  promifing 
t€>  place  them  fhortly  in  a  date  of  independence  on  the  public  ftores 
L  ML  the  articles  of  provifions  and  grain ;  and  it  is  proper  to  remind  the 
[Trader  of  this  account,  that  they  had  had  to  combat  with  the  bad  ef- 
jCks  of  a  fhort  and  reduced  ration  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
«:Tiey  had  been  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  ground  on  their  own 
2^<:count. 

In  addition  to  the  depredations  of  their  own  people,  the  natives  had 

t^^en  fome  time  fufpeAed  of  dealing  the  corn  at  the  fettlements  be- 

'y  ond  Parramatta.     On  the   1 8th  a  party  of  the  tribe  inhabiting  the 

^v\^ood8,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or  fixteen,  was  obferved  coming  out 

<:>£  a  hut  at  the  middle  fettlement,  dreffed  in  fuch  clothing  as  they 

fxDund  there,  and  taking  with  them  a  quantity  of  corn  in  nets.     The 

I3c:rfon  who  faw  them  imagined  at  firft  from  their  appearance  that 

ttiey  were  convicts  j  but  perceiving  one  of  them  preparing  to  throw 

^    fpear  at  him,  he  levelled  his  piece,  which  was  loaded  with  fmall 

iltaot,  and  fired.     The  native  inftantly  dropped  his  fpear,  and  the  whole 

I^srty  ran  away,  leaving  behind  them  the  nets  with  th.e  com,  fome 

V^lankets,  and  one  or  two  fpears.     It  was  fuppofed  that  the  native  was 

"Vv-ounded ;  for  in  a  few  days  information  was  received  from  Parra- 

^rriatta,  that  a  convi£l  had  been  murdered,  or  rather  butchered  by  fome 

of  the  natives.     When  the  body  was  found,  it  was  not  quite  cold,  and 

liad  at  leaft  thirty  fpear«wounds  in  it.     The  head  was  cut  in  feveral 

2  places^ 
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places,  and  moft  of  the  teeth  were  knocked  out.  They  had  taken  his 
clothing  ajid  provifions,  and  the  provifions  of  another  man  which  he 
was  carrying  out  to  him.  The  natives  with  whom  they  had  inter- 
courfe  faid,  that  this  murder  was  committed  by  fome  of  the  people 
who  inhabited  the  woods,  and  was  done  probably  in  revenge  for  the 
fhot  that  was  fired  at  the  natives  wBo  fome  time  before  were  ftripping 
the  hut. 

The  works  during  this  month,  both  at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  had 
gone  on  but  (lowly ;  as  during  the  greater  part  of  it  the  people  were 
employed  in  getting  in  the  maize  and  fowing  wheat. 

The  following  were  the  prices  of  grain  and  other  articles,  as  they 
were  fold  during  this  month  at  Sydney,  and  at  the  market-place  at 
Parramatta. 


AT    SYDNEY. 

Flour  from  6d.  to  is.  per  lb. 
Maize  per  bufhel  12s.  6d.  to  15s. 
Laying  hens  from  7s.  to  los.  each* 
Cocks  for  killing  from  4s.  to  7s. 

each. 
Eggs  38,  per  dozen. 
Frefh  pork  is.  per  Ibw 
Potatoes  3d.  per  lb. 
Good  cabbages  id.  each. 
Greens  6d.  per  dozen. 
Sows  in  pig  4I.  IDS.  to  61. 6s. 
Sows  that  were  not,  from  3L  to 

4I.  4s. 
Growing  pigs  from  il;  to  2L  los. 

each. 
Sucking  pigs  ids.  each. 
Moid  fugar  from  i$»  6d.  to  as.  6d; 

per  lU 


AT  PARRAMATTA* 

Flour  IS.  per  lb. 

Maize  per  bufhel  from  iis.  to 
13s. 

Laying  hens  from  7s.  6d.  to  los^ 

each. 
Cocks  for  killing  from  4s.  6d.  to 

Chickens  2  monthaold  js.  each.. 

Eggs  per  dozen  3s. 

Frefh  pork  per  lb.  from  is.  to 

IS.  3d. 
Salt  pork  per  Ih.  from  lod.  ta  is.^ 
Potatoes  per  lb»  from  2^.  to  4d. 
A  lot  of  cabbages  per  hund.  los.. 
Tea  per  lb.  from  i6s.  to  il.  13s.. 
Coffee  per  lb.  from  2S.  to  3s. 
Moift  fugar  from  2s.  to  2S.  6d.. 

per  Ibt  ^ 

AX' 
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AT   SYDNEY.  AT  PARRAMATTA, 

CofFee  28.  to  2S.  6d.  per  lb.  Tobacco  grown  in  the  country 

Salt  pork  per  lb.  from  8d.  to  gd.  from  is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  lb. 

Tobacco,  Brazil,  per  lb.  from  3s.       Virginia  of  Brazil  from  4s  to  6s. 

to  5s.  per  lb. 

Soap  from  i  s.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Cheefe  from  is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  lb. 

With  infinite  fatisfadion  it  was  obferved  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  June,  that  the  mortality  and  ficknefs  among  the  people  had 
very  much  decreafed.  This  was  attributed  by  the  medical  gentlemen 
to  the  quantities  of  frelh  meat  which  had  been  obtained  at  Parramatta 
by  the  people  who  were  employed  to  fhoot  for  the  hofpitalj  fuf- 
ficiency  having  been  brought  in  at  one  time  to  fupply  the  fick  with 
frefh  meat  for  a  week  j  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  month  in  the 
proportion  of  twice  or  three  times  a  week  great  quantities  of  vege- 
tables had  alfo  been  given  to  thofe  who  were  in  health,  as  well  as  to 
the  fick,  both  from  the  public  ground  at  the  farther  fettlement  (which 
had  produced  moft  excellent  turnips)  and  from  the  Governor's  gar- 
den. A  fmall  quantity  of  rum  had  likewife  been  from  time  to  time 
given  to  the  invalids,  and  had  been  obferved  to  have  been  of  infinite 
fervice  to  them. 

Not  with  (landing  the  mortality  and  ficknefs  which  had  prevailed 
among  the  convids  who  came  in  the  lafi:  fhips,  much  labour  had  been 
performed  at  the  new  grounds  by  thofe  who  were  capable  of  handling 
the  hoe  and  the  fpade.  At  this  time  the  quantity  of  ground  in 
wheat,  and  cleared  and  broken  up  for  maize,  there  and  at  Parramatta, 
was  fuch  as  (if  not  vifited  again  by  a  dry  feafon),  would  at  lead,  com- 
puting the  produce  even  at  what  it  was  the  laft  year,  yield  a  fuffi- 
ciency  of  grain  for^the  prefent  number  of  people  during  one  twelve- 
month. But  every  one  doubted  the  poflibility  of  getting  all  the  corn 
into  the  ground  within  the  proper  time,  unlefs  the  colony  fhould  be 
very  fpeedily  relieved  from  its  diftrefles;  as  the  further  redudion 

z  2  which 
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which  muft  fhortly,  unlefs  fuccour  arrived,  take  place  in  the  ration, 
would  inevitably  be  followed  by  a  diminution  of  the  daily  labour. 

On  the  2oth,  however,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  all  ranka.  of 
people  in,  the  fettlement,  the  Atlantic  ftorefliip  anchored  in  the  cove, 
with  a  cargo  of  rice,  foujee,  and  dholF,  from  Calcutta.  She  had  been 
much  longer  performing  her  voyage  than  was  expeded,  owing  to  fome. 
delay  in  procuring  the  articles  required,  and  to  her  having  befides  met 
with  much  bad  weather,  and  fome  heavy  gales  of  wind.  She  brought 
two  bulls  and  a  cow  of  the  Bengal  breed,  together  .with  twenty  fheep- 
and  twenty  goats ;  hut  thefe  were  of  fo  diminutive  a  fpecies,  that,, 
unlefs  the  breed  could  be  confiderably  improved  by  that  already  in 
the  country,  very  little  benefit  was  for  a  length  of  time  to  be  expe£):ed 
from  their  importation.  Various  feeds  and  plants  alfo  were  received 
from  the  company's  botanical  garden.       ,  . 

Information  was  received  from  Calcutta  of  the  lofs  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Pandora,  Captain.  Edwards,  who  had  been  among  the  Friendly 
Iflands  in  fearch  of  Chriftian  and  his  piratical  crew,'fourteen  of  whom 
he  had  fecured,  and  was  returning  with  the  purpole  of  furveying 
"Endeavour  Straits,  when  be  unfortunately  ftruck  upon  a  reef  in  lati- 
tude 23!°,  eleven  degrees  only  to  the  northward  of  Port  Jackfoh* 
By  his  boats  he  providentially  reached  Timor  with  ninety-nine  of 
his  officers  and  people,  being,  all  of  the  (hip's  company  that  were 
faved.  At  Timor,  on  his  arrival,  he  found  JBryant  and  his  compa- 
nions, who  had  made  their  efcape  from  Sydney  in  the  fiftiing  cutter 
in  March  ijgi*  Thefe  people  had  framed  and  told  a  plaufible  tale 
of  diftrefs,  of  their  having  been  caft  away  at  fea  j  and  this  for  a  time 
was  believed ;  but  they  foon,  by  their  language  to  each  other,  and 
by  pra£tifing  the  tricks  of  their  former  profeffion,  gave  room  for 
fufpicion  ;  and  being  taken  up,  their  true  characters  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  their  efcape  were  divulged.  The  Dutch  Governor  of 
Timor  delivered  them  to  Captain  Edwards,  who  took  them,  -on 
with  him  to  Batavia,  whence  he  was  to  proceed  to.  England.     The 
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circumftance  of  thefe  people  having  reached  Timor  confirmed  what 
had  been  fuggefted  immediately  after  their  departure,  that  the  mafter 
of  the  fnow  Waakfamheyd  had  furnifhed  Bryant  with  inftrudions 
how  to  proceed,  and  with  every  thing  that  he  ftood  in  need  of  during 
his  voyage.  While  at  Sydney  this  man  had  conftantly  faid,  that 
every  fort  of  refreihment  was  to  be  procured  at  Timor ;  yet  when* 
Captain  Hunter,  while  at  fea,  propofed  to  ft^er  for  that  iffand,  he  de^ 
dared  that  nothing  could  be  got  thercj  and  fo  prevented  that  officer 
from  going  thither.  This  evidently  arofe  fromrthe  fear  of  himfelf 
and  his  friends  being  detefted^ 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  fortunate  difcovery  and  fubfequent  delivery 
of  thefe  people  to  a  Captain  of  a  Britifli  man  of  war,  the  evident 
pra&icability  of  reaching  Timor  in  an  open  boat  might  have  operated 
with  others  to  make  the  like  attempt,  and  to  carry  off  boats  from  the 
fettlement ;  which  during  the  abfence  of  the  King's  (hips  belonging 
to  the  ftatipn  was  never  difficult ;  and  it  was  now  hoped,  that  the  cer- 
tainty of  every  boat  which  Ihould  reach  that  or  any  other  Dutch  fet- 
tlement under  fimilar  circumftances  being  fufpefted,  and  received  ac- 
cordingly, would  have  its  due  effeft. 

The  fupply  of  provifions  received  by  the  Atlantic  being  confmed 
to  grain,  it  became  neceflary  to  reduce  the  ration  of  fait  meat ;  and, 
on  the  Friday  following  only  two  pounds  of  pork  were  iffued,  inflead 
of  four.  The  former  allowance  of  flour  and  maize  was  continued, 
with  the  addition  of  one  pound  of  rice  and  one  quart  of  peafe. 

On  the  laft  day  of  June,  forae  natives  from  the  South  fhore  of  Bo- 
tany Bay,  wliether,  from  the  hope  of  reward,  or  from  aftually  having 
feen  fome  fliips  at  a  diftance,  informed  the  Governor  that  a  few  days 
before  they  had  perceived  four  or  five  fail,  one  of  which  they  de* 
fcribed  to  be  larger  than  the  others,  (landing  off  the  land,  with  a 
wefterly  wind. 

The  different  fpecies  of  provifions  which  had  been  received  by  the 

Calcutta  were  not  much  efteemed  by   the   people^      The  flour  or 

foujee,  fron^  their  not  knowing  the  proper  mode  of  preparing  *  it  for 

6  bready. 


i;^4  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY  [July, 

bread,  foon  became  four.  The  peafe  were  complained  of  as  boiling 
hard  ;  and  the  rice  was  found  to  be  full  of  hufks.  Some  pork  alfo^ 
of  which  eight  cafks  had  been  fent  as  an  experiment!  was,  on  being 
iffued,  found  to  be  for  the  moft  part  putrid.  Thefe  circumftances, 
together  with  the  extreme  minutenefs  of  the  Bengal  breed  of  cattle, 
excited  a  general  hope  in  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  fettlements  that  they 
might  not  be  left  to  depend  on  that  country  for  fupplies.  To  the 
parent  country  every  one  anxioufly  looked  for  fpeedy  and  fubftantial 
afii (lance ;  and  day  after  day  was  pafled  in  the  fruitlefs  hope  that  the 
morrow  would  come  accompanied  with  the  long-wifhed-for  arrival  of 
(hips«   • 

The  natives  perfifting  in  having  feen  the  (hips  before  fpoken  of, 
and  as  every  one  reniembered  that  the  Juftinian,  after  making  the 
heads  of  Port  Jackfon,  had  been  kept  at  fea  for  three  weeks,  a  fond 
hope  was  cheriflied  that  the  fun  had  ihone  upon  the  whitened  fails  of 
fome  approaching  veflfel,  which  had  been  difcovered  by  the  pene- 
trating eye  of  their  favage  neighbours*  In  this  anxiety  and  ex- 
pe£tation  they  remained  till  the  26th,  when  the  long-looked-for  fignal 
was  made ;  and  in  a  few  hours  after  the  Britannia  ftorefliip,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Raven  mailer,  anchored,  after  a  paflage  of  twenty-three  weeks 
from  Falmouth. 

The  Britannia  was  the  firft  of  three  fliips  that  were  to  be  difpatched 
hither,  having  on  board  twelve  months'  clothing  for  the  convids, 
four  months'  flour,  and  eight  months'  beef  and  pork  for  every  de- 
fcription  of  perfons  in  the  fettlements,  at  full  allowance,  calculating 
their  numbers  at  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  It  was 
Hill  a  matter  of  doubt  in  England,  whether  the  merchants  of  Calcutta 
had  fuppUed  that  colony  with  provifions ;  and,  under  the  idea  that 
fome  circumftance  might  have  prevented  them,  the  prefent  fupply  was 
ordered. 

It  was  heard  with  much  fatisfadlion  in  the  colony,  that  fome  fteps 
had  been  taken  towards  profecuting  Donald  Trail,  the  mailer  of  the 
Neptune  tranfport,  for  his  treatment  of  the  convifts  with  which  he 

failed 
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failed  from  England  in  the  year  1790.  The  fickncfs  and  mortaKty 
which  prevailed  among  them  excited  a  fufpicion  that  they  had  been 
improperly  treated ;  and  information  upon  oath  was  foon  procured 
of  many  ads  of  negled^  ill  ufage,  and  cruelty  toward  them. 

On  the  day  following  the  Britannia's  arrival  ^the  ration  waar  di- 
rected to  be  increafed  to  (for  each  man) 

Four  pounds  of  maize. 

Three  pounds  of  foujee, 

Seven  pounds  of  beef,  or  in  lieu  thereof  4  lbs.  of  pork^ 

Three  pints  of  peafe,  and 

Haifa  pound  of  rice* 
Two  thirds  of  the  man's  ration  was  to  be  ifTutid  to  each  woman  and 
to  every  child  above  ten  years  of  age  ;  one-half  of  the  man's  ration; 
to  each  child  above  two  and  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  one-fourth  to 
each  child  under  two  years  of  age. 

Thus  happily  was  the  colony  once  more  put  upon  fomething  fike  a 
full  ration  of  provifions;  a  change  that  may  be  well  fuppofed  to  have 
given  univerfal  fatisfadlion,  more  particularly  as  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Britannia  there  were  in  the  public  ftore  no  more  than  twenty-four 
days'  fait  provifion,  at  the  ration  then  iflued.  A  delay  of  one  month 
in  her  voyage  muft  have  placed  the  colony  in  a  ftate  that  would  have 
excited  the  commiferation  of  its  greateft  enemies.  But  with  this 
new  ration  all  entertained  new  hopes,  and  trufted  that  their  future 
labours  would  be  crowned  with  fuceefs,  and  that  the  neccffity  of 
fending  out  fupplies  from  the  mother-country,  until  the  colony  could 
fupport  itfelf  without  affiftance,  would  have  become  fo  evident  from 
the  frequency  of  their  diftrefles,  that  the  hiftorian  would  no  more 
have  to  fill  his  page  with  comparifons  between  what  they  might 
have  been  and  what  they  at  this  time  were ;.  to  lament  the  non- 
arrival  of  fupplies }  nor  to  paint  the  miferies  and  wretchednefs  which 
bad  enfued ;  but  be  enabled  to  adopt  a  language  to  which  he  might 
truly  be  faid  to  have  been  hitherto  a  ftranger,  and  paint  the  glowing 

profped* 
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pTofpedls  of  a  golden  harveft,  the  triumph  of  a  well- filled  (lore,  and 
the  confequent  increafing  profperity  of  the  fettlements. 

His  Excellency  thought  fit,  towards  the  conclufion  of  July,  to  exer- 
cife  the  power  vefted  in  him  by  AGt  of  Parliament,  and  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  of  remitting  either  wholly, 
or  in  part,  the  term  for  which  felons  might  be  tranfported,  by  grant- 
ing an  abfolute  remiflion  of  the  term  for  which  Elizabeth  Perry  had 
been  fentenced.  This  woman  had  married  Rufe  a  fettler.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  wife  and  the  induftry  of  the  hufband,  who  had  for 
fome  time  fupported  himfelf,  his  wife,  a  child,  and  two  convidls,  in- 
dependent of  the  public  ftore,  were  the  reafons  afligned  in  the  inftru- 
ment  which  reftored  her  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  free  woman, 
for  extending  to  her  the  hand  of  forgivenefs. 

This  power,  fo  pleafing  to  the  feelings  of  its  pofleflbr,  had  hitherto 
been  very  fparingly  exercifed ;  and  thofe  perfons  who  had  felt  its  in- 
fluence were  not  found  to  have  been  undeferving. 

Preparing  roofs  for  new  barracks,  bringing  in  bricks  to  the  Ipot 
appointed  for  their  conftrudion,  and  difcharging  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Britannia,  were  the  principal  works  in  hand  at  Sydney  during  July* 
— At  the  fettlements  beyond  Parramatta  (which  had  lately  obtained, 
and  were  in  future  to  be  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Toon-gab*be) 
the  convids  were  employed  in  preparing  the  ground  for  the  reception 
of  the  next  year's  crop  of  maize. 

On  the  17th  of  Auguft  the  Britannia  was  cleared,  and  dtfcharged 
from  Government  employ ;  but,  a  deficiency  appearing  in  the  weight 
of  the  fait  provifions  delivered  from  that  {hip,  a  furvey  was  imme-  - 
diately  ordered  j  and  it  appeared  from  the  report  of  the  perfons  em-  • 
ployed  to  conduct  it,  that  the  cafks  of  beef  were  deficient,  on  an 
average,  thirty-fix  pounds  and  one-third,  and  the  tierces  twenty-one 
pounds  and  one-third.  It  alfo  appeared,  that  the  meat  was  lean, 
coarfe,  and  honey,  and  worfe  than  they  had  ever  feen  IfTued  in 
his   Majefty^s  fervice.    A  deception  of  this  nature  was  of  courfe 

more 
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more  fcverely  felt  in  that  country,  as  its  inhabitants  had  but  lately 
Experienced  a  change  from  a  moft  fcanty  ration  of  fait  provifions  j 
and  every  ounce  loft  was  of  importance,  as  the  fupply  had  been  cal- 
culated on  a  fuppofition  of  each  calk  containing  its  full  weight. 

During  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  Governor  thought  it  neceflary 
to  iffue  fome  regulations  to  be  obferved  by  thofe  convicts  whofc  fefi- 
tences  of  tranfportation  had  expired.  The  number  of  people  of  this 
defcription  in  the  colony  had  been  fb  much  increafed  lately,  that  it 
became  requifite  to  determine  with  precifion  the  line  in  which  they 
were  to  move.  Having  emerged  from  the  condition  of  convids,  and 
got  rid  of  the  reftraint  which  was  neceflarily  impofed  on  them  while 
under  that  fubjeftion,  many  of  them  feemed  to  have  forgotten  that 
they  were  ftill  amenable  to  the  regulations  of  the  colony^  and  ap- 
peared to  have  (haken  off,  with  the  yoke  of  bondage,  all  reftraint  and 
dependence  whatfoever.  They  were/ therefore,  called  upon  to  de- 
clare their  intentions  refpeding  their  future  mode  of  living*  Thofe 
who  wifhed  to  be  allowed  to  provide  for  themfelves  were  informed, 
that  on  application  to  the  Judge-advocate,  they  would  receive  a  cer-^ 
tificate  of  their  having  ferved  their  feveral  pejiode.of  tranfportation  ; 
which  cenificate  they  would  depofit  with  the  Commilfary,  as  his 
voucher  for  ftriking  them  oflf  the  provifion  and  clothing  lift  j  and 
once  a  week  they  were  to  report  in  what  manner  and  for  whom  they 
had  been  employed.  Such  as  ihould  be  defirous  of  returning  to 
England  were  informed  that  no  obftacle  would  be  thrown  in  their 
way,  they  being  at  liberty  to  (hip  themfelves  on  board  of  fuch  vef- 
fels  as  would  give  them  a  paiTage*  And  thofe  v^ho  preferred  labour- 
ing for  the  public  were  to  give  in  their  names  to  the  Commiflary^ 
who  would  victual  and  clothe  them  as  long  as  their  fer vices  might 
be  required. 

Of  thofe  at  Sydney  and  at  Parramatta,  who  bad  fulfilled  the  {en- 
tcncc  of  the  law,  by  far  the  greater  part  fignified  their  intention  of. 
retumiog  to  England  by  the  firft   opportunity ;   but   the    getting 
away  from  the  colony  was  now  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty  ^  as  it 

A  A  was 
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Hiras  underflood  that  a  claufe  was  to  be  infened  in  all  future  contradis 
for  (hipping  for  that  country,  fubjedling  the  mailers  to  certaia  penal* 
ties,  on  certificates  being  received  of  their  having  brought  away  anyr 
convidls  or  other  perfons  without  the  Governor's  permiffion  ;  and  as> 
it  was  not  probable  that  many  of  thetn  would,  on  their  return,  refrain. 
from  the  vices  or  avoid  the  fociety  of  ihofe  companions  who  had  been. 
the  caufe  of  their  tranfportation  to  that  country,  not  many  could  ob- 
tain the  fandlion  of  the  Governor  for  their  return,  unlefs  indeed  they 
had  well  entitled  themfelves  to  fuch  indulgence  by  praife-worthy  con- 
duSt  during  their  refidence  in  the  colony. 

The  month  of  September  was  ufliered  in  with  rain  and  ftorms  of 
wind,  thunder,  and  lightning.  At  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  as  well 
as  at  Sydney,  much  rain  fell  for  feveral  days.  On  the  return  of  fine 
Weather,  it  was  feen  with  general  fatisfadion,  that  the  wheat  fowa^ 
at  the  latter  fettlement  looked  and  promifed  well,  and.  had  not  fufiered 
from  the  rain. 

On  the  30th,  the  Britannia  failed  for  Dufky  Bay  in  New  Zealand;, 
and  the  fame  night  the  Atlantic  returned  from  Norfolk  liland,  after 
lafely  landing  her  cargo.     By  her  they  learned,  that  the  expedations 
which  had  been  formed  of  the  cropa  at  that  place  had  been  too  fan^ 
gulne ;  but  that  their  fait  provifions  lafted  very  well.    Governor  King^ 
however,  wrote  that  the  crops    then  in  the  ground  promifed  fa- 
vourably, although  he  would  not  venture  to  ipeak  decidedly,  as  they 
were  very  much  annoyed  by  the  grub.    This  was  an  enemy  produced 
by  the  extreme  richnefs^  of  the  foil ;  and  it  was  remarked,,  that  as  tfae^ 
land  was  opened  and  cleared,  it  was  found  to  be  expofed  to  thq 
blighting  winds  which  infeft  that  iflknd: 

The  great  havoc  and  deftru<a:ton  which  the  reduced  ration  had  oc<» 
cafioned  among  the  birds  frequenting  Mount  Pitt  had  fo  thinned  their 
numbers,  that  they  were  no  longer  to  be  depended  upon  as^  a  te- 
fource.  The  convidis,  fenfelefs  and  improvid<:nt,  not  only  deftroyed^ 
the  bird,  ita  young,  and  its  egg,  but  the  .hole  in  whi<^h  it  burrowed ;. 
a  circumftance  which  ought  moll  cautioufly  to  have  been  guaided. 

againil ; 
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againft ;  as  nothihg  appeared  more  likely  to  make  them  forfake  the 
iflaad. 

The  (lock  in  that  fettlcraent  was  plentiful ;  but  from  being  fed 
chiefly  on  fow-thiftle  during  the  general  deficiency  of  hard  food^  the 
animals  looked  ill,  and  were  as  badly  tafted.  The  Pitt,  however,  had 
taken  from  the  ifland  a  great  quantity  of  It,  for  which  the  owners  had 
been  repaid  with  many  articles  of  c^bmfort  to  which  they  had  lon^ 
been  ftrangers. 

The  convifts.  Governor  King  wrote,  wore  a  very  unhealthy  cada* 
verous  appearance ;  owing,  it  was  fuppofed,  not  only  to  fpare  diet^ 
but  to  the  fatigue  confequent  on  their  fo  continually  traverfing  tha 
woods  to  Mount  Pitt,  by  nighty  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  ibme 
ilender  addition  to  their  ration,  inftead  of  repofing  after  the  labours 
of  the  day.  One  of  thefe  unfortunate  people  had  been  (hot  by  a 
fettler  while  in  the  a€t  of  robbing  his  farm  ;  but  neither  this  awful 
warning,  nor  any  poffible  method  which  the^  Lieutenant-Governor 
had  yet  been  able  to  devife,  could  prevent  their  depredations. 

Governor  King,  having  difcoveted  that  the  ifland  abounded  with 
that  valuable  article  lime-ftone,  was  building  a  convenient  houfe  for 
his  own  refidence,  and  turning  his  attention  to  the  conftruftion  of 
permanent  ftorehoufes,  barracks,  and  other  neceflfary  buildings. 

The  weather  had  been  for  fome  time  very  bad,  much  rain  having 
fallen,  accompanied  with  dorms  of  wind,  thunder,  and  lightning.  In 
one  of  thefe  ftorms  the  wreck  of  his  Majefty's  ihip  Sirius  went  to 
pieces  and  difappeared. 

On  board  the  Atlantic  came  fixty-two  perfons  from  Norfolk  Ifland, 
among  whom  were  feveral  whofe  terms  of  tranfportation  had  ex- 
pired ;  thirteen  oflfenders ;  and  nine  marine  fettlers,  who  had  given  up 
the  hoe  and  the  fpade,  and  returned  to  embrace  once  more  a  life  ta 
which  they  certainly  were,  from  long  habit,  better  adapted  than  to  that 
of  independent  fettlers.  They  gave  up  their  eftate,  and  returned  to 
Sydney  to  enter  as  foldiers  in  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 

A  A  a  The 
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The  Deputy-Surveyor  arrived  in  the  Atlantic,  being  fent  by  Mr* 
King  to  ftate  to  the  Governor  the  fituation  of  the  fettlers  late  beIoEig«« 
ing  to  the  Sirius,  whofe  grounds  had,  on  a  careful  furvey,  been  found 
to  interfeA  each  othen  They  had  been  originally  laid  down  with«» 
out  the  affiftance  of  proper  inftruments ;  and  being  fituated  on  the 
fide  of  the  cafcade  ftream,  which  takes  feveral  windings  in  its  courfe, 
the  different  allotments,  being  clofe  together,  naturally  interfered  with 
each  other  when  they  came  to  be  carried  back.  The  fettlers  tbera- 
{elves  faw  how  difadvantageoufly  they  were  fituated,  and  how  utterly 
impofTible  it  was  for  every  one  to  poflTefs  a  diAindt  allotment  of  fixty 
acres,  unlefs  they  came  to  fome  agreement  which  had  their  mutual 
accommodation  in  view ;  but  this^  with  an  obftinacy  proportioned  to 
their  ignorance,  they  all  declined :  as  their  grounds  were  marked  ouc 
fo  would  they  keep  them»  not  giving  an  inch  in  one  place,  though 
certain  of  poflfefling  it  with  advantage  in  another.  Thefe  people 
proved  but  indifferent  fettlers :  failors  and  foldiers,  feldom  bred  in  the 
habits  of  induilry,  but  ill  brooked  the  perihnal  labour  which  they 
found  was  required  from  them  day  afteif  day,  and  month  after  month. 
Men  who,  from  their  commencing  the  military  life,  had  been  accuf-^ 
tomed  to  have  their  daily  fubOftence  found  them,  were  but  ill  cal* 
culated  to  procure  it  by  the  fweat  of  their  brows,  auxi  mud  Ixave  felt 
great  mortitication  in  finding  that  without  much  bodily  exertion  they 
could  not  provide  it  at  alU  A  few  months'  experience  convinced 
them  of  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations,  and  they  grew  difcontented ; 
as  a  proof  of  which,  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Judge-Advocate,  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  Governor,  flating,  as  a  fubje£):  of  complaint  among 
other  grievances,  that  the  officers  of  the  fettlemeni  bred  ftock  for 
their  own  ufe,  and  requefting  that  they  might  be  diredled  to  difcoa-^ 
tinue  that  practice,  and  purchafe  flock  of  them. 

Very  few  of  the  convids  at  Norfolk  Ifland^  whofe  terms  of  tran£» 
portation  had  expired,  were  found  defirous  of  becoming  permanent 
fettlers  j  the  fole  objcd:  with  the  greater  part  of  them  appearing  to  be^ 

that 
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that  of  taking  ground  for  the  purpofe  of  raiftng  by  the  fale  of  the 
produce  a  fum  fufiictent  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  their  paflTages  to 
England.  The  fcttlcr  to  benefit  that  colony,  the  bo7td  Jidc  fettler, 
who  fliould  be  a  man  of  fome  property,  niuft  go  thither  from  Eng* 
land ;  he  is  not  to  be  looked  for  among  difcharged  foldiers,  (hip- 
wrecked  Teamen,  or  quondam  convi6%8«  Till  fuch  have  arrived  in 
New  South  Wales,  the  hiftorian  will  have  little  to  detail  of  plentiful 
harvefts  or  well- cultivated  lands;  nor  muft  he  prefume  to  decide  oa 
the  capabilities  of  the  country  in  queftion. 

Governor  King,  finding,  after  trying  every  procefs  that  came 
within  his  knowledge  for  preparing  and  drefling  the  flax-plant,  that 
unlefs  fome  other  means  were  devifed,  it  never  would  be  brought  to. 
the  perfedion  neceflary  to  make  the  canvas  produced  from  it  an  ob« 
jedl  of  importance,  either  as  an  article  of  clothing  for  the  convtds  or 
for  maritime  purpofes,  propofcd  to  the  mafter  of  the  WiHiam  and 
Ann,  who  intended  touching  at  Duflcy  Bay  in  New  Zealand,  to  pro- 
cure him  two  natives  of  that  country,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  embark  with  him,  and  promifed  him  one  hundred  pounds  if  he 
fucceeded ;  hoping,  from  their  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  flax-plant, 
and  the  fuccefa  neceflary  to  manufacture  it  into  cloth,  that  he 
might  one  day  render  it  a  valuable  and  beneficial  article  to  his 
colony :  but  the  mafter  of  the  fliip  never  returned  to  Norfolk 
Ifland. 

On  the  3d  of  Oftober  the  Britannia,  which  had  quitted  the  cove 
on  the  laft  day  of  September,  preparatory  to  her  departure  on  a  fifli^ 
ing  voyage  (a  licence  for  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Eaft-India 
Company  for  the  fpace  of  three  years),  returned  to  the  cove  for  the 
purpofe  of  fitting  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope:  the  oflScers  of  the 
New  South  Wales  corps  having  engaged  the  mafter  to  proceed  thither, 
and  return  on  their  account  with  a  freight  of  cattle,  and  fuch  articles 
as  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  public  ftore,  but  which  would  greatly 
tend  to  the  comfort  of  themfelves  and  th^ir  foldiers.  The  mafter  was 
to  recieive  aoooL  for  the  uie  of  his  ihip ;  and  eleven  flurcs  of  sool. 

each 
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each  were  fubfcribed  to  purchafe  the  (lock  and  other  articles.  Previous 
to  her  departure  the  Royal  Admiral  Eaft-Indiaman  anchored  in  the 
cove  from  England,  whence  (he  had  failed  on  the  30th  of  May.    Her 
paflage  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  the  moft  rapid  that  had 
ever  been  made,  being  only  five  weeks  and  three  days  from  port  to 
port.     On  board  of  this  fhip  came  (lores  and  provifions  for  the  colony, 
and  one  ferjeant  with  twenty  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps; 
a  perfon  to  be  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  country  j  another  as 
a  mader  miller  ;  and  a  third  as  a  mader  carpenter  ;  together  with  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  male,  and  forty-feven  female  convids.  She 
brought  in  with  her  a  fever,  which  had  been  much  abated  by  the  ex- 
treme attention  paid  by  Captain  Bond  and  his  ofiicers  to  cleanlinefs, 
that  great  prefervative  of  health  on    board  fliips,  and  to  providing 
thofe  who  were  ill  with  comforts  and  neceflfaries  beyond  what  were 
allowed  for  their  ufe  during  the  pafTage*    Of  three  hundred  male  con- 
vifts  which  (he  received  on  board,  ten  only  died,  and  one  made  his 
efcape  from  the  hofpital  at  Falfe  Bay;  in  return  for  whom,  how- 
ever, Captain  Bond  had  brought  on  with  him  a  male  convid,  who 
found  means  to  get  on  fhore  from  the  Pitt  when  at  that  port  in  De- 
cember lad,  and  who  had  been  confined  by  the  Dutch  at  the  Cape 
Town  from  her  departure  until  this  opportunity  oflfered  offending  him 
to  Port  Jackfon. 

By  the  Royal  Admiral  they  had  the  fatisfadion  of  hearing  that  the 
Supply  armed  tender  made  good  her  paflTage  to  England  in  fomewhat 
lefs  than  five  months.  It  was,  however,  matter  of  much  concern  to 
all  who  were  acquainted  with  him,  to  learn,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
CaptTiin  Hunter,  who  failed  from  this  port  in  March,  and  who  had 
anxionfly  defired  to  make  a  fpeedy  paflage,  had  been  thirteen  months 
performing  it.  His  Majedy's  (hip  Gorgon  had  been  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  but  had  not  arrived  in  England  when  the  Royal  Admiral 
left  that  country. 

They  were  alfo  informed,  that  the  Kitty  tranfport  had  failed  with 
provifions  and  a  few  convidis  from  England  feme  weeks  bfefore  Cap- 
tain 
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tain  Bond;  and  that  this  gentleman  had  left  at  Falfe  Bay  an  American 
brig,  freighted  on  fpeculation  with  provifions  for  the  colony. 

The  fick,  to  the  number  of  eighty,  were  immediately  difembarked 
from  the  Indiaman,  and  the  remainder  of  her  convicts  were  fent  up  ta 
Parramatta  and  the  adjoining  fettlement.     At  thefe  places  was  to  be 
performed  the  great  labour  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  country  ; 
and  thither  the  Governor  judged  it  neceflfary  at  once  to  fend  fuch  con- 
vidls  as  Ihojild  arrive  in  future,  without  permitting  them  to  difem- 
bark  at  Sydney ;  which  town  (from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  the* 
only  place  where  (hipping  anchored)  poflfefled  all  the  evils  and  allure- 
ments of  a  fea-port  of  fome  ftanding,  and  from  which,  if  once  they 
got  into  huts,  they  would  be  with  difficulty  removed  when  wanted ; 
they  pleading  the  acquirement  of  comforts,  of  which,  in  fa£t,  it  would 
be  painful  though  abfolutely  neceffary  to  deprive  them.     At  once  to 
do  away,  therefore,  the  poffibility  of  any  attachment  to  that  part  of 
the  colony,  the  Governor  gave  diredlions  for  their  being  immediately 
fent  from  the  fhip  to  the  place  of  their  future  refidence  and  em<* 
ploymenr ;  ai^d,  having  no  other  expedation,  they  went  with  cheer- 
ful nefs. 

It  had  always  been  an  objedl  of  the  firft  cpnfequence,  that  the 
people  employed  about  the  ftores,  if  not  free,  fliould  at  leaft  have  been 
fo  fituated  as  to  have  found  it  their  intereft  to  refift  temptation.  This 
had  never  hitherto  been  accompliflied ;  capital  and  other  exemplary 
punifiiments  did  not  effefk  it ;  the  ftores  were  conftanily  robbed,  air- 
though  carefully  watched,  and  as  well  fecured  as  bolts,  locks,  and 
iron  faftenings  could  make  them.  The  Governor,  therefore,  now 
adopted  a  plan  which  was  fuggefted  to  him ;  and,  difcharging  all 
file  convids  employed  at  the  provifion*ftore,  replaced  them  by 
mhers,  to  whom  he  promifed,  if  they  behaved  well,  abfolute  eman- 
cipation at  the  end  of  a  certain  number  of  years,  to  be  computed! 
from  the  dates  of  their  refpe£kive  arrivals  in  this  country, , 

If  any  thing  could  produce  the  integrity  fo  much  to  be  defired,, 
tliis  meafure  feemed  the*  beft  calculated  for  the  purpofej  an  intereft. 
was  created  fuperior  to  any  reward  that  could  have  been  held  out,  a 

certain 
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certain  falary,  an  inpreafe  of  ration,  or  a  greater  proportion  of 
cloathing.  To  thofe  who  had  no  other  profpeft  but  that  of  pafTiog 
their  lives'  in  this  country,  how  cheering,  how  grateful  mull  have 
been  the  hope  of  returning  to  their  families  at  no  very  diftant  period, 
if  not  prevented  by  their  own  tnifcondud  ! 

The  Britannia  failed  on  the  24th  of  Oftober  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ;  Mr.  Raven  taking  with  him  Governor  Philip's  difpatches  for 
England,  in  which  was  contained  a  fpecific  demand  for  twelve 
months'  provifions  for  the  colony. 

At  Sydney  and  at  Parramatta  fliops  were  opened  for  the  fale  of  the 
articles  of  private  trade  brought  out  in  the  Royal  Admiral,  and  a  li- 
cence was  given  for  the  fale  of  porter ;  but,  under  the  cover  of  this, 
fpirits  found  their  way  among  the  people,  and  much  intoxication 
was  the  confequence.  Several  of  the  fettlcrs,  breaking  out  from  the 
reftraint  to  which  they  liad  been  fubjeft,  conduced  thcmfelves  with 
the  greateft  impropriety.  The  indulgence,  which  was  intended  by 
the  Governor  for  their  benefit,  was  mod  (hamefully  abufed  j  and 
what  he  fufFered  them  to  purchafe  with  a  view  to  their  future  com- 
fort, was  retailed  among  themfelves  at  a  fcandalous  profit ;  feveral  of 
the  feitlers'  houfes  being  at  this  time  literally  nothing  elfe  but  porter- 
houfes,  where  rioting  and  drunkennefs  prevailed  as  long  as  the  means 
remained.  It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  thefe  people  were  fo 
blind  to  their  own  advantage ;  moft  of  them  facrificing  to  the  diilipa- 
tion  of  an  hour  what  would  have  afforded  them  long  comfort  and 
convenience,  if  referved  for  refrefhment  after  the  fatigue  of  the  day. 

The  only  addition  made  to  the  weekly  ration  in  confequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Royal  Admiral  was  an  allowance  of  fix  ounces  of 
oil  to  each  perfon ;  a  large  quantity  having  been  put  on  board  that 
{hip,  to  be  iffued  in  lieu  of  butter ;  as  an  equivalent  for  which  it 
would  certainly  have  anfwered  well,  had  it  arrived  in  the  ftate  ia 
which  it  was  reported  to  have  been  put  on  board ;  but  it  grew  rancid 
on  the  paflage,  and  w»8  in  general  made  ufe  of  to  burn,  as  a  fubfti^ 
tute  for  candle*  9 
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Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  the  convidts  received  a  general 
ferving  of  clothing,  and  other  neceflary  articles.  To  each  male  were 
iffued  two  frocks  made  of  coarfe  and  unfubftantial  Ofnaburgs,  in 
which  there  were  feldom  found  more  than  three  weeks  wear  j  two 
pairs  of  trowfers  made  of  the  fame  flight  materials  as  the  frocks ;  one 
pair  of  yarn  ftockings ;  one  hat ;  one  pair  of  (hoes ;  one  pound  of 
foap;  arid  three  needles;  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  thread,  and  one 
comb. 

The  females  received  each  one  cloth  petticoat  j  one  coarfe  fhift ; 
one  pair  of  fhoes  ;  one  pair  of  yarn  ftockings;  one  pound  of  foap ;  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  thread  ;  two  ounces  of  pins  j  fix  needles  j  one 
thimble,  and  one  pair  of  fciflfars, 

Thcfe  articles  were  fupplied  by  commiffioa;  and  Mr.  Davifon,  the 
perfon  employed  by  government,  was  limited  in  the  price  of  each  ar- 
ticle, which  was  fixed  too  low  to  admit  of  his  furnifhing  them  of  the 
quality  abfolutely  neceflary  for  people  who  were  to  labour  in  that 
country.  The  frocks  and  trowfers  were  particularly  complained  of; 
for  it  was  a  well-known  faft,  that  they  were  much  oftener  worn  out 
within  a  fortnight  than  that  they  lafted  three  weeks.  • 

The  month  clofed  with  a  circumftance  that  excited  no  fmall  degree 
of  concern  in  the  fettlement:  Governor  Phillip  fignified  a  determina- 
tion of  quitting  his  government,  and  returning  to  England  in  the 
Atlantic.  To  this  he  was  induced  by  perceiving  that  his  health  hourly 
grew  worfc.  His  Excellency  had  the  fatisfadlion,  at  the  moment  when 
he  came  to  this  refolution,  of  feeing  the  public  grounds  wear  every 
appearance  of  a  produdtive  harveft. 


BB  CHAT. 
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HOPE,  AN  AMERICAN  SHIP,  ARRIVES. — HER  CARGO  PURCHASED  FOR  THE 
COLONY.^i-THS  CHESTERFIELD  WHALER  ARRIVES. — EXTREME  HEAT  AND 
CONFLAGRATI0N.-~DEATH8  IN  1 792.  — REGULATIONS  RESPECTING  DI- 
VINE SERVICE*-— THE  HOPE  SAILS. — THE  BELLONA  ARRIVES. — CARGO 
DAMAGED.— XNFORMATION.-^TWO  WOMEN  AND  A  CHILD  DROWNED.^— 
RATION.— KANGOOROO  GROUND   OPENED.— SETTLERS.— TRANSACTIONS. 

— THE    SHAH     HORMUZEAR    ARRIVES.— ^SICKNESS     AND    DEATH. -TWO 

SPANISH  SHIPS  ARRIVE. 

^N  the  I  ft  of  November  the  Philadelphia  brigantine,  Mr.  Thomas 
Patrickfon  mafter^  arrived  at  Port  Jackfon  from  Philadelphia. 
Lieutenant-Governor  King,  in  his  paiTage  to  Port  Jackfon  in  1791, 
had  feen  Mr.  Patrickfon  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  -fuggeftcd  to 
him  the  advantage  that  might  attend  his  taking  a  cargo  to  that 
country  on  fpeculation.  On  this  hint  Captain  Patrickfon  repaired  to 
Philadelphia  j  from  which  place  he  had  failed  in  the  beginning  of  April, 
with  a  cargo  confifting  chiefly  of  American  beef,  wine,  rum,  gin,  fome 
tobacco,  pitch,  and  tar. 

The  Governor  directed  the  commiflfary  to  purchafe  fuch  part  of 
the  Philadelphia's  cargo  as  he  thought  was  immediately  wanting  in 
the  colony ;  and  five  hundred  and  (ixty-nine  barrels  of  American- 
cured 


tjg^.]  .OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  187 

cured  beef,  witfx  twenty-feven  barrels  of  pitch  and  tar,  .were  taken 
into  (lore  ;  the  expence  of  which  amounted  to  2829I  i  is; 

Notwithftanding  the  very  long  voyage  which  Captain  Patrickfon 
had  had,  his  fpeculation  did  not  prove  very  difadvantageous  to  him. 
Much  of  that  part  of  his  cargo  which  was  not  taken  by  government, 
was  difpofed  of  among  the  officers  and  others  of  the  fettlement ;  and 
the  Governor  hired  his  veffei  to  take  provifions  to  Norfolk  Ifland, 
giving  him  150I.  for  the  run. 

On  the  3d  of  the  month  three  warrants  of  emancipation  pafled  the 
fcal  of  the  territory  j  one  of  which  was  in  favour  of  a'  man  who, 
whatever  might  have  been  his  conduct  when  at  large  in  fociety,  had 
in  that  country  not  only  demeaned  himfelf  with  ftriA  propriety,  but 
had  rendered  eflential  ferviccs  to  the  colony — George  Barrington. 
He  came  out  in  the  Adive }  and  had  on  his  atrival  been  piaced  by 
the  Governor  in  a  fituation  at  Toongabbe^  which  was  likely  to  attrad 
the  envy  and  hatred  of  the  convi^,  in  proportion  as  he  might  be 
vigilant  and  inflexible^  He  was  firft  placed  as  a  fubordinate^  and 
fliortly  after  as  a  principal  watchman;  in  t^hich  fituation  he  was 
diligent,  fober,  and  impartial }  and  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  eminently 
ferviceable^  that  the  Governor  refolved  to  draw  him  from  the  line  of 
conviAs  J  and,  with  the  inftrument  of  his  emancipation,  he  received 
a  grant  of  thirty  acres  of  land.  He  was  afterwards  fworn  in  a 
peace-officer.  Here  was  not  only  a  reward  for  paft  good  condu<St, 
but  an  incitement  to  a  continuance  of  it ;  and  Barrington  found  him-*: 
felf,  through  the  Governor's  liberality,  though  not  fo  abfolutcly  free 
as  to  return  to  England  at  his  own  pleafure,  yet  enjoying  the  immu^ 
nities  of  a  free  man,  a  feitler,  and  a  civil  officer,  in  whofe  integrity 
fnuch  tbnfidence  was  placed. 

On  the  13th  the  Royal  Admiral  failed  for  Canton.  Of  the  private 
fpeculations  taken  out  in  that  fhip,  they  folA  to  the  amount  of  j6ool. 
and  left  articles  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the  artiount  of  750L  more. 

On  the  1 8th  the  Kitty  traiifport  anchored  in  the  cove  from  Eng- 
land, after  a  circuitous  paflage  of  thirty- three  weeks,  rouod  by  the  Rio 

B  B  2  de 
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de  Janeiro  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  She  had  on  board  when  (he 
firft  failed  thirty  female  and  ten  male  convids ;  but  being  obliged  to 
put  back  to  Spithead,  eight  of  her  ten  male  convids  found  means  to 
make  their  efcape. 

Her  cargo  was  found  to  have  fuffered  confiderably  by  the  bad  wea- 
ther which  flie  had  experienced  ;  the  flour  in  particular,  an  article 
which  could  at  no  time  bear  any  diminution  in  that  country,  was 
iriuch  damaged.  The  convifts  had  for  a  long  time  been  nearly  as 
much  diftreffed  for  utenfils  to  drefs  their  provifions,  as  they  had  been 
for  the  provifions  to  drefs ;  and  they  had  now  the  mortification  to 
find,  that  of  the  fmall  fupply  of  iron  pots  which  had  been  put  on 
board,  a  great  part  were  either  broken  or  cracked,  having  been  literally 
flowed  among  the  provifion  caiks  in  the  hold. 

There  had  arrived  in  this  fhip  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
feventy  ounces  of  filver,  in  dollars.  This  remittance  was  fent  out 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  fuch  fums  as  were  due  to  th^  different  arti- 
ficers who  had  been  employed  in  that  -country,  as  well  as  the  fuper- 
intendants,  who  had  experienced  much  inconvenience  from  not  re- 
ceiving their  falaries  on  the  fpot  j  and  indeed  the  want  of  public  mo* 
ney  had  been  greatly  felt  by  every  one  in  the  colony.  In  this  veffel 
a  naval  agent  had  been  fent  out,  to  prevent  delays  on  the  paflage,  and 
.to-  fee  that  the  convicts  were  not  defrauded  or  oppreffed  ;  and  Hkewife 
a  medical  gentleman  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  attending  to  fuch  con- 
vidls  as  might  be  ill  during  the  voyage ;  fo  extremely  folicitous  were 
the  members  of  adminiftration  to  guard  againft  the  evils  which  had 
befallen  thefe  unfortunate  people  in  former  paflages. 

A  brick  hofpital,  confiding  of  two  wards,  was  finiflhed  during  the 
month  of  November,  and  the  fick  removed  to  it.  The  fpot  for  this 
building  was  at  fome  diftance  from  the  principal  ftreet  of  the  town 
and  convenient  to  the  water;  and,  to  prevent  any  improper  commu- 
nication with  the  other  convidls,  a  fpace  was  to  be  inclofed  and  paled 
in  round  the  hofpital,  in  which  the  fick  would  have  every  neceflary 
benefit  from  air  and  exercife.      At  the  other  fettlement  they  had 

begun 
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began  to  reap  the  wheat  which  had  been  fown  in  April ;  and  for  want 
of  a  gra  ary  at  that  place  it  was  put  into  (lacks  From  its  not  being  im- 
mediately thrafhed  o  it^  there  was  no  knowing  with  certainty  what  the 
produce  of  it  was  ;  but  it  had  every  appearance  of  turning  out  well.. 
The  ear  was  long  and  full,  and  th^  draw  remarkably  g.ood. 

On  the  3d  of  December  the  Governor,  as  one  of  his  laft  ads  ia^ 
the  fettlement,  ordered  one  pound  of  flour  to  be  added,  to  the  weekly^ 
ration,  making  t*  ree  pounds  of  that  article. 

On  the  7rh  the  PhilaJelphia  failed  for  Norfolk  Iflaod.. 

The  detachment  of  marines  being  embarked,  Governor  Phillip 
quitted 'the  charge  with  which  he  had  been' intruded  by  his  fover^ign^. 
and  in  the  execution  of  which  he  had  manifefted  a  zeal  and  perfever- 
ance  that  alone  could  have  enabled  him  to  furmount  the  natural  and 
artificial  obftacles  which  the  country  and  its  inhabitants  had  thrown 
in  his  way. 

The  colony  had  now  been  eftablifhcd  whhin.  a  few^weeksof  five 
years;  and  a  review  of  what  had  been  done  in  cultivation  under  his 
Excellency's  direction  in  that  time  cannot  more  properly  be  injtro^ 
duced  than  at  the  clofe  of  his  governments 

An  accurate  furvey  of  the  whole  ground  in  cultivat;ian,  both  on 
account  of  the  crown^  and  in  the  poflTeflion  of  individuals,  had  beea 
taken  by  the  furveyor^-general,  and  tranfmitted  to  England  by  that 
fhip ;  and  from  the  return  which  be  then  made,  the  following  parti-- 
culars  were  extrafled : 

Ground  in  cultivation j  the  1 6th  Odober  1792.- 

Acres. 
In  wheat  -  -  2o8f 

In  barley  -  -  24? 

In  maize  -  -  ii86f 

Garden  ground  -  12 if 

Ground  cleared  of  Timber        162^ 


Total  number  of  acres         1 703 1 

At 
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At  this  time  the  quantity  of  land  which  had  pafled  to  fettlera  ia 
the  territory  under  the  feal  of  the  colony,  amounted  to  3470  acres  j 
of  which  quantity  470  were  in  cultivation,  and  the  timber  cleared 
from  100  more,  ready  for  fowing;  which,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
many  of  the  fettlers  had  begun  to  cultivate  fince  1791,  and  compared 
with  the  public  ground  in  cultivation,  will  prove  that  moft  of  them 
bad  not  been  idle ;  indeed,  on  its  being  hinted  to  fome  of  them  that 
they  had  not  always  been  fo  diligent  when  labouring  for  the  whole— 
•«  We  are  now  working  for  ourfelves,"  was  the  reply.  One  material 
good  was,  however,  to  be  expe(fled  from  a  traft  of  land  of  that  ex- 
tent being  cultivated  by  individuals  :  if  at  any  time  an  accident  (hould 
happen  to  the  crop  on  the  public  ground,  they  might  be  a  refource, 
though  an  inconfiderable  one.  Fonunately,  no  misfortune  of  that 
nature  had  ever  yet  fallen  upon  the  colony ;  though  it  had  been,  at 
the  beginning  of  December,  very  near  experiencing  a  calamity  that 
would  have  blafted  all  the  profpeQs  of  the  next  feafoo,  and  in  one 
moment  have  rendered  inefFedtual  the  labour  of  many  hands  and  of 
many  months.  Two  days  after  the  wheat  had  been  reaped,  and  got 
off  the  ground  at  Toongabbe,  the  whole  of  the  ftubble  was  burnt 
The  day  on  which  this  happened  had  been  unufually  hot,  and  the 
country  was  every  where  on  fire*  Had  this  befallen  them  while  the 
wheat  was  on  the  ground,  nothing  could  have  prevented  the  whole 
from  being  deftroyed.  From  this  circumftance,  however,  one  good 
xefulted.;  precautions  againfl:  a  (imilar  accident  were  immediately 
taken,  "by  clearing  the  timber  for  a  certain  diftance  round  the  culti- 
^vated  land. 

The  ftock  belonging  to  the  public  was  kept  at  Parramatta.  It  con* 
filled  of  three  bulls,  two  bull-calves,  fifteen  cows,  three  calves,  five 
ftallions,  fix  mares,  one  hundred  and  five  (heep,  and  forty- three  hogs. 
Of  the  flieep  the  Governor  gave  to  each  married  fettler  one  ewe  for 
the  purpofe  of  breeding;  and  to  others  he  gave  fuch  female  goats  as 
could  be  fpared* 

His 
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His  Excellency,  at  embarking  on  board  the  Atlantic,  was  received 
near  the  Wharf  where  his  boat  was  lying,  by  Major  Grofe,  at  the  head 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  who  paid  him  as  he  piffed  the 
honours  due  to  his  rank  and  fituation  in  the  colony.  The  Atlantic 
failed  the  next  morning,  being  the  nth  of  December. 

With  the  Governor,  embarked,  voluntarily  and  cheerfully,  two 
natives  of  the  country  which  he  was  about  to  quit,  Bennillong  and 
Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie,  two  men  who  were  much  attached  to  his 
perfon,  and  who  withftood  at  the  ^moment  of  their  departure  the 
united  diftrefs  of  their  wives,  and  the  difmal  lamentations  of  their 
friends,  to  accompany  him  to  England  j  a  place  which  they  well  knew» 
was  at  a  great  diilance  from  them. 

On  board  the  Atlantic  likewife  went  various  fpecimens  of  the  na« 
tural  productions  of  the  country,  timber,  plants,  animals,  and  birds.. 
Among  the  animals  were  four  fine  kangooroos,  and  feveral  native 
dogs. 

A  fafe  and  fpeedy  paflage  to  this  fhip  was  the  general  wifli,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  Governor,  whofe  health  and  conflitution,  al- 
ready much  impaired,  might  fuffer  greatly  by  the  fatigues  of  a  pro— 
traded  voyage;  but  that  the  information  of  which 'his  Excellency 
was  in  poffcflion  refpedting  thefe  fettlements,  from  their  eftabliflh^ 
ment  to  the  moment  of  his  quitting  them,  might  as  quickly  as  pof- 
fible  be  laid  before  admini(\ration. 

The  government  of  the  colony  now  devolved,  by  his  Majefty's; 
letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor Major  Francis  Grofe,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 
At  his  taking  upon  himfelf  the  government,  on  which  occaGon  the  ufual 
oaths  were  adminiftered  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  he  gave  out  the  fol- 
lowing order,  regulating  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  duty  at  Parra- 
matta. 

**  All  orders  given  by  the  Captain  who  commands  at  Parramatta, 
rcfpeding  the  convicts  ftationed  there,  are  to  be  obeyed ;  and  all  com- 
plaints or  reports  that  would  be  made  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
when  prefent,  are  in  his  abfence  to  be.  communicated,  to  Captain  Fo- 

veaux,^ 
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veaux,  or  fuch  other  Captain  ^s  may  be  doing  duty  with  the  detach- 
ment." 

This  was  fubftituting  the  military  for  the  civil  ofEcer,  which  before 
this  period  had  never  been  the  cafe ;  the  military  power  having 
hitherto  been  confidered  as  requifue  only.fo.r  the  prptedlion  of  the 
ftores,  and  the  difcharge  of  fuch  duties  as  belonged  to  their  profeflion, 
without  any  Ihare  in  tli^e  diredlion  of  the  colony ;  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  corps  or  regiment  ferving  in  the  territory  excepted,  who 
held  likewife  the  civil  appointment  of  Lieutenant-Governor.  Similar 
regulations  took  place  at  Sydaey ;  and  in  a  few  days  after  they  were 
enforced  by  another  order,  which  diredled,  "  that  all  enquiries  by  the 
civil  magiftrate  were  in  future  lo  be  difpenfed  with,  until  the  Lieu- 
.tenant-Governor  had  given  diredions  on  the  fubjedl ;  and  the  con- 
vidls  were  on  no  account  to  be  punifhed  but  by.  his  particular  order." 

At  Sydney,  it  had  been  ufual  for  the  magiftrates  to  take  examina- 
tions, and  make  enquiry  into  the  offences,  either  weekly,  or  as  occafion 
:Tequired,  and  to  order  fuch  puniftiment  as  they  thought  neceflary,  al- 
ways reporting  their  proceedings  to  the  chief  authority. 

It  muft  be  noticed,  that  at  this  time  the  civil  magiftrates  in  the 
^colony  confifted  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  Ju  !ge-Advocate, 
-who  were  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  by  virtue  of  their  refpc^live  com- 
mifFions ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnfon ;  Auguftus  Alt  and  Richard  Atkins, 
Efquires,  who  had  been  fworn  in  as  magiftrates  by  authority  of  the 
Governor. 

As  no  inconvenience  had  ever  been  experienced  in  the  mode 
-which  was  pradiifed  of  conducing  the  bufmefs^f  *he  fettlement,  the 
neceflity  or  caufe  for  thefe  alterations  was  not  dire0.1y  obvious  ;  and 
could  not  be  accounted  for  from  any  other  motive,  than  that  pre- 
ference which  a  military  man  might  be  fuppofed  to  give  Jo  carrying 
on  the  fervice  by  means  of  his  own  officers,  rather  than  by  any 
other.     - 

On  the  17th  a  diftindion  was  made  foe  th«  fir  ft  time  in  the  ration, 
the  Gommiffary  being  directed  to  iffiie '  to  the  civil  and  military  de- 
partments^ including  fuperintendants^  watchmen,  pverfeers,  and  fetrlers 
13  from 
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from  the  markies,  fix  pounds  of  flour,  aud  but  two  of  rice  per  week, 
inftead  of  three  pounds  of  flour  and  five  of  rice,  which  was  the  allow- 
ance of  the  convids.  This  diftindion  was  intended  to  We  difcon- 
tinned  whenever  the  full  ration  could  be  ferved. 

The  ftock  which  had  been  diftributed  among  the  fettlers  by  Go- 
vernor Phillip  for  the  purpofe  of  breeding  from,  appeared  to  have 
been  thrown  away  upon  them  when  viewed  as  a  breeding-dock  for 
fettlers.  No  fooner  was  the  Atlantic  out  of  fight,  than  the  major  part 
of  them  were  offered  for  fale ;  and  there  was  little  doubt,  that  had 
they  not  been  bought  by  the  oflScers,  in  a  very  few  weeks  mofl:  of 
them  would  have  been  deftroyed.  By  this  condud,  as  far  as  their 
individual  benefit  was  concerned,  they  had  put  it  out  of  their  power 
to  reap  the  advantage  which  the  Governor  intended  by  his  bounty  to 
them;  but  by  this  means  the  ftock  was  faved,  and  had  fallen  into 
hands  that  certainly  would  not  wantonly  deftroy  it.  There  were 
fome  among  the  fettlers  who  had  exchanged  their  (heep  for  goats ; 
but  in  general  they  were  fo  ignorant  and  improvident  as  to  accept  of 
nothing  but  fpirits  as  the  price  of  what,  if  properly  ufed,  would  have 
been  to  them  invaluable. 

About  this  time  they  were  vifited  by  the  Hope,  an  American  {hip 
from  Rhode  Ifland,  with  a  fmall  cargo  of  provifions  and  fpirits  for 
fale.  The  mafter  declared  that  his  putting  into  harbour  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  wood  and  water;  thus  making  the  fale  of  his 
cargo  appear  to  be  but  a  fecondary  obje£t  with  him. 

As  the  colony  had  not  yet  feen  the  day  when  it  could  have  inde* 
pendently  faid,  "  We  are  not  in  want  of  provifions ;  procure  your 
wood  and  water,  and  go  your  way ;"  the  Lieutenant-Governor  di^ 
Tested  the  commiffary  to  purchafe  fuch  part  of  his  cargo  as  the  colony 
-ftoodinneed  of;  and  two  hundred  barrels  of  American-cured  beef, 
at  four  pounds  per  barrel ;  eighty  barrels  of  pork,  at  four  pounds  ten 
(hillings  per  barrel ;  forty-four  barrels  of  flour,  at  two  pounds  per 
l>arrel ;  and  feven  thoufand  fi»  hundred  gallons  of  (raw  American) 
fpirits^  at  four  (hillings  and  fix-pence  per  gallon,  were  purchafed. 

'C  c  The 
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The  matter  of  this  veffel  had  obferved,  when  about  the  South  .Cape- 
of  this  country,  that  the  weather  was  clear ;  but  after  paffing  the  latitude 
of  the  Maria  Iflands,  he  found  it  clofe,  hazy,  and  heatfed,  and  having 
every  appearance  of  thick  fmoke.  About  that  time  they  had  at  Port 
Jackfon  fhuch  the  fame  kind  of  weather ;  and  the  exceffive  heats 
which  at  other  times  were  experienced  in  that  fettlement,  had  alfo 
been  noticed  by  thofe  at  fea,  when  at  feme  diftance  from  tand. 

A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Hope,  the  Chefterfield  whaler 
anchored  in  the  Gove.  The  mafter  faid  that  be  had  touched  at  Ker- 
guelati's  Land,  where,  fome  other  fhip  having  recently  preceded: 
hirti,  (which  he  judged  from  finding  feveral  fea-elephants  dead  on  the 
beach,  atid  a  club  which  is  ufed  in  killing  them,)  he  remained  but  & 
Ihort  time,  having  very  bad  weather.  He  fuppofed  the  (hip  whicht 
J)receded  him^  to  have  been  the  firft  that  had  vifitcd  thofe  defolate 
i(Ian<}8  fmce  Captain  Cook  had  been  there,  as  he  found  the  fragmenta 
of  the  battle  in  which  that  officer  had  depofited  a  memorial  of  hii^ 
having  examined  them.  Tliis  was  conjecture,  and  might  be  erro** 
neous,  as  the  mere  pieces  of  ih«  bottle  afforded  no  proof  that  it  had 
been  recently  broken. 

This  genileman*s  veflel  was  in  fuch  want  of  repair,  as  to  make  it 
tnatter  of  wonder  how  fhe  had  fwam  fo  far,  particularly  as  her  com* 
phiints  appeared  to  have  been  of  long  ftanding. 

Dtrring  this  month,  two  warrants  of  emancipation  were  granted^. 
together  with  twenty-five  acres  of  land  to  Enfign  Cummings,  of  t&^ 
Nfew  South  Wales  corps.  In  the  ii>ftrudions  for  granting  lands. in  that 
tountry,  no  mention  of  ofBeers  had  yet  been  made ;  it  was,  however,. 
fairly  prefumed,  that  the  officers  could  not  be  intended  to  be  precluded 
iFrom  the  participation  of  any  advantages  which  the  crown  might  have 
to  beftow  in  the  fettlements;.  particularly  as  thegreateft  in  its- gift,  the 
Free  pofleflion'  of  land,  was  held  out  to  people  who  had  forfeited 
theit  lives  before  they  were  fent  into  that  country. 

Among  the  regulations  which  took  place  at  Sydney,  muft  be  noticed 
the  difpcnfing   with  the  officer's  guard  w^iich  had  always  mounted 

there, 
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there,  (md  the  cbaoging  the   hours  of  labdun     The  coavids  had 

more  time  given  to  them,  for  the  purpofe  not  only  of  avoiding  the 

beat  of  the  day,  but  of  making  themfelves  comfortable  at  home. 

They  were  dire<aed  to  work  from  five  in  the  morning  until  nine;  reft 

until  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  labour  until  fun^-fet. 

The  weather  during  December  had  been  extremely  hot.  On  the  5th 

the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  northward  of  weft ;  and,  to  add  to  the 

inte.nfe  heat  of  the  atmofphere,  the  country  was  every  where  on  fire. 

At  Sydney,  the  grafs  at  the  back  of  the  hill  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 

cove,  having  ^either  caught  or  been  fet  on  fire  by  the  natives,  the 

flames,  aided  by  the  wind  which  at  that  time  blew  violently,  fpread 

and  raged  with  incredible  fury*     One  houfe  was  burnt  down  ;  feveral 

gardens  with  their  fejices  were  deftroyed,  and  the  whole  face  of  the 

hill  waa  on  fire,  threatening  every  thatched  hut  with   deftruOion* 

The  conflagration  was,  with  much  difficulty,  (notwithftanding  the  ex«> 

iertions  of  the  military,)  got  under,  after  fome  time,  and  prevented 

from  doing  any  further  mifchief»     At  different  times  during  this  nn* 

comfortable  day  diftant  thunder  was  heard,  the  air  darkened,  and  fome 

few  drops  of  rain  felU     The  apparent  danger  from  the  fires,  drew  all 

perfons  out  of  their  houfes ;  and  on  going  into  the  parching  air^  it  was 

fcarcely  pof&ble  to  breathe ;  the  heat  was  infupportable;  and  vegetatioa 

feemed  to  fufier  much,  the  leaves  of  many  culinary  plants  being  re« 

duced  to  powden     The  thermometer  in  the  £hade  rofe  above  onehnn*- 

^red  degrees*     Some  rain  falling  toward  evening,  this  exceffive  helt 

abated.  * 

At  Parramatta,  and  Toongabbe,  alfo,  the  heat  was  extreme ;  the 

country  there  too  was  every  where  in  flames.     One  fettler  was  a  great 

fuflferer.     The  fire  had  fpread  to  his  farm;  but,  by  the  efl^rts  of  hie 

people  and  neighbours  was  got  under,  and  its  progrefs  fuppofed  to  be 

eflTedually   checked,    when  an  unlucky  fpark   from  a  tree,    which 

had  been  on  fire  to  the  topmoft  branch,  flying  upon  the  thatch  of 

the  hut  where  his  people  lived,  it  blazed  out,  and  the  hut,  with  aM 

the  out-buildings,  and  thirty  bu(hels  of  wheat  juft  got  into  a  flack, 

were 
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vere  in  a  few  minutes  deftroyed :  the  ere£ting  of  the  hut  and  out- 
houfes  had  coft  15I.  a  fhort  time  before.  We  are  prepared  for  the 
fmile  which  will  follow  the  detail  of  this  lofs ;  ahoufe,  with  out-houfes 
which  coft  fifteen  pounds,  and  thirty  buftiels  of  ^heat !  to  be  deemed 
of  fuiEcient  confequence  to  find  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  a  country. 
Recolledt,  however,  gentle  reader,  that  country  was  not  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  it  was  the  infant,  the  diftrefled  fettlement  of  Port  Jackfon  ;  and 
circumftances  are  great  or  fmall  only  by  comparifon.  The  man  who 
loft  his  few  pounds,  his  little  all  in  New  South  Wales,  deplored  it  as 
much  as  he  who  in  a  happier  land  had  loft  his  thoufands.  Thi«  poor 
man  was  made  a  beggar  by  his  calamity  ;  and  the  man  of  wealth  could 
not  have  fuffered  more. 

There  died  between  the  ift  of  January  and  31ft  of  December, 
1792,  two  of  the  civil  department,  fix  foldiers,  four  hundred  and 
eighteen  nialc  convids,  eighteen  female  convids,  and  twenty- nine 
children;  one  male  convidt  was  executed;  and  three  were  loft  in  the 
woods  t  making  on  the  whole  a  decreafe  of  four  hundred  and  eighty^ 
two  perfons. 

.  The  price  of  ftock,  grain,  and  other  articles,  remained  much  the 
fame  as  at  the  clofe  of  the  former  year;  that  of  fifli  and  vegetables  varied 
feom  day  to  day;  fpirits  in  exchange  were  eftimated  at  from  twelve  to 
twenty  ihiUings  per  g#on ;  porter  was  fold  from  nine  to  ten  pounds 
per  hogChead,  or  from  one  fhilling  to  one  ihilling  and  three«pence  per 
quart. 

h  did  not  appear  that  the  fettlers  had  brought  any  new  wheat  or 
other  grain  to  market. 

Divine  fervice  was  now  performed  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
For  want  of  a  building  dedicated  to  that  purpofe,  many  inconveniences 
were  fuficrcd,  as  well  by  the  clergyman  as  by  thofe  who  attended  him. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor^  therefore,  did  not  require  the  ceremony  to 
be  performed  more  than  once  a  day ;  and  that  the  health  of  the  con^ 
vi£ts  might  not  be  injured  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  at  that  fea- 
Con  of  the  year  was  excefiive^  he  direded  the  church  call  to  be  beat 

at 
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at  a  quarter  before  fix  in  the  morning.  The  overfeers  were  enjoined  to- 
be  particularly  careful  to  cdlefl  as  many  of  their  gangs  to  attend  Mr. 
Johnfoo^  as  could  conveniently.be  brought  together  j  for^  although  it 
was  not  wifhed  that  the  huts  Ihould  be  left  without  proper  perfons  to 
look  after  them,  it  warneverthelefs eispeded  that  noidleexciile  (hoold 
keep  the  convicts  from  attending  divine  fervice. 

On  the  loth  of  January  1793*  the  Hope  failed  for  Canton.  On  the 
15th,  thefignal  which  never  failed  to  give  fatisfacflion  in  the  colony  was 
made  at  the  South  Head,  and  feveral  boats  went  down  ;  but  when  night 
clofed,  it  was  only  known  that  a  flhip  was  off.  A  large  firc^  for  the 
information  of  the  ftranger  was  made,  and  at  ten  the  following  morn- 
ing the  Bellona  reached  the  Cove  from  England^  whence  (he  had  failed 
on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  flores  and  provifions  for 
the  colony  ;  feventeen  female  convids ;  five  fettkrs  and  their  families ;  a 
perfon  engaged  as  a  mafter  mill-wright^  at  afalary  of  lool.  per  an-r 
num,  and  a  mafler  blackfmith.  The  Quaker  families  which  had  been 
expeded  for  fome  time  had  engaged  to  take  their  pafTage  in  the  Bel* 
lona  ;  but  it  was  faid  that  they  had  been  diverted  from  their  purpofe 
by  fome'  mifreprefentations  which  had  been  made  to  them  refpe^iing 
the  country. 

Among  other  articles  by  the  Bellona,  five  pipes  of  port  wine  and  a 
quantity  of  rum  were  received,  being  configned  to  the  Governor,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  fold  to  the  officers  of  the  civil  and  military  eflablifb- 
ments  at  prime  coit ;  and  three  thoufand  pdunds  of  tobacco^  for  the  uie 
of  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  and  others. 

The  fhameful  impofitions  which  had  been  pra<fllfed  by  many  who 
had  carried  out  articles  for  fale  in  the  colony,  and  the  advantage 
which  in  too  many  inflances  had  been  taken  of  their  neceffities,  had 
been  properly  flatcd  at  home,  and  this  meafure  had  been  adopted  by 
Government  for  their'  accommodation.  The  wine  was  immediately 
diflributed;  coming  to  the  officers,  after  every  expence,  at  19I.  10s. 
per  hogfhead,  and  the  rum  at  five  fhillings  per  gallon.  The  tobacco 
was  likely  to  remain  for  fon;ie  time  undifpofed  of,,  as  a  quantity  had 
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been  before  tatcen  to  the  fettlemeat,  and  was  felling  at  a  lower  price 
than  could  betaken  fof  that  imported  by  this  fliip  ;  and  td>acco  had 
formed  a  material  article  of  the  different  inrcftmeiits  in  th€  &ri* 
lannia. 

They  learned  by  the  Bellona,that  his  Majefly^s  Ihip  Gotgon,  arrived 
at  Spithead  on  the  19th  of  June.  In  her  paflage,  which  (he  had  made  . 
by  Cape  Horn,  on  the  18th  of  February,  being  in  the  latitude  of 
5 1^  30'  S.  and  longitude  34'  /  W,  variation  13°  -if  E.  ihe  fell  in  with 
twenty-nine  Iflands  of  Ice.  When  the  Ihtp  reached  within  three  or 
four  miles  of  the  firft  of  thefe,  they  obferved  one  «)mpaa  body, 
without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  any  openings  bearing  from  N.  N.  E» 
to  W.  N.  W.  and  which,  with  fome  difficulty,  being  embayed*,  they 
were  enabled  to  dear,  by  hauling  the  (hip  from  N.  to  W.  S.  W.  This 
was  done  at  ten  in  the  forenoon  j  they  did  not  reach  the  extreme 
weftern  point  of  the  ice  until  five  in  the  evening;  and  from  the  rate 
at  which  the  fhip  failed,  from  her  coming  up  with  the  firft  ifiand  of 
ice,  until  flie  cleared  the  north-weft  point  of  the  field  above  men* 
tioned,  it  was  computed  that  ihe  had  run  full  twenty  leagues. 

It  muft  be  remariced,  that  the  Sirius,  in  the  month  of  f)eccmbef 
1788,  faw  feverai  iHands  of  ice  in  nearly  the  fame  latitude  and  Ion-- 
gitud*. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  Captain  Parkcf  had  met  with  Captain 
Edwards  of  the  Pandora,  who  delivered  to  him  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Bryant,  (who  efcaped  to  Timor  in  the  fifhing  cutter,)  with  one  of  the 
children,  and  only  four  of  the  male  convifts  who  accomfrtinied  Bryant 
in  his  flight.  Bryant  died  at  Batavia,  with  the  other  child,  and  two 
of  his  companions*  On  their  arrival  in  England,  the  ftory  o£  their 
fuflferings  in  the  boat  excited  much  compaflton )  and)  on  being  brought 
up  to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  they  were  ordered  by  the  Court  to 
remain  in  Newgate  until  the  period  of  theit  original  fentencc  of  tranf- 
portation  fliould  expire,  there  to  finifh  their  unfuccefsful  attempts  to 
regain  their  liberty. 

*  When  near  this  great  body  of  icCi  the  thtrmometar  Wat  ak  hM  as  thiitj-fix  degrees  $  mil 
it  rofe  from  tha%  point,  as  lie  drew  off,  to  forty  degrees. 
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On  the  landing  of  the  Bellona*s  cargo,  much  of  it  wai  found  to  be  da- 
maged ;  the  Ihip  had  beerl  overloaded,  and  had  met  with  very  boifte- 
rous  weather  on  her  paflage.  This  pradHce  of  crowding  too  much 
into  one  fhip,  had  in  many  inftances  been  very  prejudicial  to  the 
colony  ;  in  the  prefent  inftance,  of  the  Ruffia  Duck  (which  Govern- 
ment had  ordered  for  the  frocks  and  trowfcrS  of  the  convifts,  inftcad 
of  the  Ofnaburgs  fo  much  complained  of,)  fixty-eight  bales,  contain- 
ing thirteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  yards,  and  which 
was  moft  excellent  of  its  kind,  were  damaged ;  fixty-nine  calks  of 
flour  alfo  were  found  to  be  much  injured.  Of  feventy-fix  hogfheadsof 
molaffes,  eleven  hundred  and  fcventy-two  gallons  were  found  to  have 
leaked  out;  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  gallons  of  wine,  and 
feventy-niDC  giallons  of  rum  were  deficient,  owing  to  imju-oper  flow- 
age;  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  hammocks,  thirteen  ruga,  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-feven  yards  of  brown  cloths,  and  one  cafe  of  flation- 
ary,  were  rendered  totally  unfit  for  ufe.  Of  thefc  articles,  there  was 
not  one  which  ia  its  proper  ftate  would  not  have  been  moft  valuable  ; 
and  when  the  expence  attending  their  conveyance,  the  inconvenience 
that  muft  be  felt  for  the  want  of  every  damaged  article,  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  getting  them  replaced  for  a  great  length  of  time,  were 
confidered,  it  was  difficult  to  afcertain  their  precife  value. 

Among  the  occurrences  of  the  month,  was  the  untimely  end  of 
two  women  and  a  child.  Thefe  unfortunate  people  had  been  drinking 
with  others  at  Sydney,  and  were  proceeding  to  Parramatta,  in  a  boat 
withWillian>s,the  hufband  of  one  of  the  women,  when  the  boat  upfety 
and  the  man  alone  was  fave<l,  though  he  had  fnatched  his  infant  from 
the  wretched  mother^s  grafp  before  flie  finally  funk,  and  brought  it 
to  fhore ;  but  for  want  of  immediate  medical  aid,  it  was  foon  paft 
the  trbuWes  in  which  a  lengthened  date  would  mbft  probably  have* 
feen  it  involved  ;  for  its  parents  had  been  noted  for  their  depravity ; 
they  bad  been  rioting  and  fighting  with  each  other  the  moment  before 
they  got  into  the  boat ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  woman  had  impre- 
cated every  evil  to  befal  ker  and  the  infant  which  fhe  carried  about 
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J^er  (bekrg  fix  months  gone  with  child\  if  (he  accompanied  her  hus- 
band to  Parramatta.  The  bodies  of  thefe  two  unfortunate  women  were 
found  a  few  days  afterwards,  when  the  wretched  unfeefing  hufband  bu- 
jied  his  wife  and  child  within  a  very  few  feet  of  his  own<loor.  The 
profligacy  of  this  man,  indeed^  manifefted  itfelf  in  a  ftrange  nianner; 
a  fhort  time  after  he  had  thus  buried  his  wife,  he  was  feen  fitting  at 
his  door,  with  a  bottle  of  rum  in  his  hand,  and  adually  drinking  on? 
glafsand  pouring  anoUier  on  her  grave  until  it  was  emptied,  prefacing 
«very  libation,  by  declaring  how  well  flie  had  loved  it  during  her  life. 
He  appeared  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  infanity,  as  this  anecdote  certainly 
teftifies  ;  but  the  melancholy  fate  of  thofe  two  beings  who  ought  to 
have  been  fo  dear  to  him,  did  not  appear  to  have  fat  heavy  on  his 
heart. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor's  prefence  being  required  at  Sydney,  the 
iiead-quaners  of  his  regiment,  and  the  feat  of  government,  he  de- 
puted his  truft  at  Parramatta  to  one  of  the  captains  of  his  corps,  who 
was  at  all  times  to  refide  there,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  attend  to 
the  various  applications  from  fettlers,  and  bufinefs  which  hourly,,  oc- 
curred. .         , 

TheLieutenant-Governor  propofing  to  open  and  cultivate 'the  ground 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Kangooroo  ground,  fituate  to  the 
weftward  of  the  town  of  Sydney,  between  that  fettlemcnt  and  Parra- 
matta, a  gang  of  convids  was  fent  from  the  latter  place  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  foil  here  was  much  better  for  agriculture  than  that  imme- 
diately adjacent  to  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  the  ground  lay  well 
for  cultivation  ;  but  it  had  hitherto  been  nggleded,  from  its  being  defi- 
cient in  that  grand  -eflential  water,  on  which  account  Parramatta  had 
been  preferred  to  it.  The  eligibility  of  cultivating  it,  was  now,  how- 
ever, going  to  be  tried ;  and  permiflion  having  been  received  by  the 
Bellona  to  grant  lands  to  thofe  officers  who  might  defire  it,  provided 
the  fituations  of  the  allotments  were  fuch  as  might  be  advantageous  to 
ionajide  fettlers  hereafter  (if  they  ever  fhould  fall  into  fuch  hands),  fe- 
veral  officers  chofe  this  as  the  fpot  which  they  would  cultivate  j  and  al- 
lotments 
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lotments  of  one  hundred  acres  each,  were  marked  out  for  the  clergyman 
(who,  to  obtain  a  grant  there,  relinquilhed  his  right  to  the  land  allot- 
ted for  the  minifter),  for  the  principal  furgeon,  and  two  officers  6f  the 
corps. 

Early  in  February,  the  fcttlers  who  came  out  in  the  Bellona  took 
pofleffion  of  their  grounds.     Being  all  free  people,  one  convift  ex- 
cepted, who  was  allowed  to  fettle  with  them  ;  they  gave  the  appella- 
tion of"  Liberty  Plains"  to  the  diftri£t  in  which  their  farms  were  fitu- 
ated.     The  conditions  under  which  they  engaged  to  fettle  were,    "  To 
have  their  paflages  provided  by  Government*  ;  an  affortment  of  tools 
and  implements  to  be  furnifhed  them  from  the  public  ftores ;   to  be 
fupplied  with  two  years'  provifions ;  their  lands  to  be  granted  free  of 
expence  ;  the  fervice  of  convidts  alfo  to  be  afligned  them,  and  thcfe 
were  likewife  to  have  two  years'  provifions,  and  one  year's  clothing." 
Many  more  officers  availed  themfelves  of  the  aflent  given  by  Go- 
vernment to  their  occupying  lands,  and  fixed  fome  at  Parramatta,  and 
others  in  different  parts  of  the  harbour.     They  began  their  fettlements 
in  high  fpirits ;  the  neceffary  tools  and  implements  of  hufbandry  were 
furnifhed  to  them  from  the  flores ;  and  they  were  allowed  each  the  ufe 
of  ten  convids.     From  their  exertions  the  Lieutenant-Governor  w»8 
-  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  being  enabled  to  increafe  confiderably  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  country ;  they  appeared,  indeed,  to  enter  vigorpufly 
into  his  views ;  and  not  being  reftrained  from  paying  for  labour  with 
fpirits,  they  got  a  great  deal  of  work  done  at  their  feveral  farms  (on 
thofe  days  when  the  convicts  did  not  work  for  the  public),  by  hiring 
the  different  gangs ;  the  great  labour  of  burning  the  timber  after  it 
was  cut  down,  requiring  fome  fuch  extra  aid. 

On  Monday  the  25th,  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  of  four  hundred  tons 
burthen,  arrived  from  Calcutta,  commanded  by  Mr.  Bampton,  who 
had  embarked,  fome  property  on  a  private  fpeculation.     He  had  on 

•  Govcroincnt  paid  for  each  pcrfon  above  ten  yean  of  age,  the  fum  of  eight  pounda  eight 
ftiiUings ;  and  allowed  one  fhilling/rr  diem  for  viaualling  them,  and  fix-pence /fr  iEcm  for  every 
one  und/sr  that  age.  '  * 
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board,  when  he  failed,  one  bull,  twenty-four  cows,  two  hundred  an^ 
twenty  fheep,  one  hundred  and  thirty  goats,  five  horfes,  and  fix  afles ; 
together  with  a  quantity  of  beef,  flour,  rice,  wheat,  gram,  paddy, 
and  fugar;  a  few  pipes  of  wine,  fome  flat  iron,  and  copper  fuflBcient 
for  the  floop's  bottom  which  had  been  received  in  frame  by  the  Pitt ; 
a  large  quantity  of  fptrits,  and  fome  canvas.  In  the  article  of  ftock^ 
however,  Mr.  Bampton  had  been  unfortunate.  His  cattle  died ;.  of 
the  flieep  more  than  half  perifhed  ;  one  horfe  and  three  affes  died  ;  and 
very  few  of  the  goats  furvived  the  voyage,  though  by  no  means  x 
long  one,  having  been  performed  in  eight  weeks,  and  in  good  weathec. 
This  mortality  evidently  did  not  proceed  from  any  want  of  proper  care, 
but  was  to  be  aicribed  to  their  having  been  embarked  immediately  on 
being  taken  from  the  fields,  and  confcquently  wanting  that  fliamina 
which  a  fea  voyage  required.  The  fcttlement  not  yet  being  in  pofleC- 
fion  of  that  plenty,  which  would  have  warranted  the  rejedting  of  a 
cargo  of  provifions,  particularly  when  brought  on  fpeculation,  this 
was  purchafed,  although  not  immediately  wanted  j  but  it  was  confi- 
dtf  ed  that  the  hour  of  diffarefs  might  again  arrive,  and  occafion  might 
occur  that  would  excite  a  wi£b,  perhaps  in  vain,  for  a  cargo-  of  provit- 
fions  from  Bengal.  In  addition  to  thefe  reafons,  it  muft  be  remarked, 
that  the  different  articles  which  were  purchafed  were  of  the  befl:  qua«- 
Ihjy  and  oflfered  on  reafonable  terms.. 

There  had  arrived  in  the  Chefl:erfield  a  perfbn  who  was  formerly  a. 
convia,  and  who  had  been  allowed  to  quit  the  country  in  the  Admiral 
Barrington,'  which  veflfel  he  had  left,  and  embarked  at  the  Cape  with. 
Mr.  Alt,,  in  his  fliip,  by  which  means  he  returned  back  to  the  fettle?- 
ment  of  Sydney,  where  be  circulated  a  report,  that  feveral  of  the  con- 
vids  who  had  got  on  board  of  thefe  two  fliips,.  had  been  landed  by 
order  of  the  matters  at  an  ifland  which  they  met  with  in  their  pafl!ag|B 
to  Batavia,  inhabited  indeed,,  but  by  lavages ;  and  that  thofe  who  re- 
mained experienced  fuch  inhuman  treatment,  that  they  were  glad  to 
run  away  from  them  at  the  firft  port  where  any  civilifed  people  were 
to  be  found.     He  was  himfelf  among  this  number,  and  now  declared 

that 
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that  he  was  ready  to  make  oath  to  the  truth  of  his  relatidn.  If  there 
was  any  truth  in  his  account,  and  the  mafters  of  thefe  (hips  did 
adlually  turn  any  people  on  fhore  in  the  manner  already  defcribed,  it 
was  more  than  probable  that  an  a<Sl  of  fuch  apparent  cruelty  had  been 
occafioned  by  fome  attempt  of  the  convids  ^  to  take  the  (hips  from 
them ;  and  the  numbers  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  on  board 
rather  juftified  the  fuppofition.  Captain  Manning,  of  the  Pitt,  who 
had  taken  twenty  men  and  nine  women  from  the  fettlement,  found 
them  fo  ufelefs  and  troublefome,  that  he  was  very  glad  to  leave  the 
greateft  part  of  them  at  Batavia,  and  regretted  ever  having  received 
them  on  board.  When  thefe  circumdances  (hould  be  made  public^ 
it  was  thought  that  the  mafters  of  (hips  would  not  in  future  be  fo  de- 
firous  of  recruiting  their  (hips'  companies  from  among  the  inhabitants 
of  that  colony. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  a  Spani(h  officer  arrived  at  the  Governor's 
houfe,  with  information  chat  two  (hips  of  his  country  had  anchored  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  harbour.  Thefe  proved  to  be  the  ve(rels  of 
whofe  expeded  arrival  intelligence  had  been  received  from  England 
in  the  year  1790,  and  to  whom  it  was  recommended  that  every  at- 
tention (hould  be  paid.  They  were  named  the  Defcuvicrta  and  At- 
revida  (the  Difcovery  and  Intrepid) ;  the  former  commanded  by  Don 
Alexandro  Malafpina,  with  a  broad  pendant  as  the  commander  of 
the  expedition,  and  the  latter  by  Don  Jofe  de  Buftamante  y  Cuerra. 
They  had  been  three  years  and  a  half  from  Europe  on  a  voyage  of 
>difcovery  and  information  ;  and  were  now  arrived  from  Manilla,  after 
«i  paflTage  bf  ninety-fix  days ;  touching  in  their  way  to  Sydney  at  Dufky 
Bay  in  New  Zealand,  which  they  had  left  about  a  fortnight. 

On  their  going  up,  they  anchored  juft  abreaft  of  the  two  points 
which  formed  Sydney  Cove,  declining  to  falute,  as  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Governor  to  return  it.  Thefe  (hips  were  of  three  hundred 
and  five  tons  burden  each,  and  were  built  for  the  particular  voyage 
on  which  they  were  fent.,  Great  care  was  obfervable  in  their  con- 
ftrudion,  both  as  to  the  ftrength  of  the  veflfels,  the  accommodation  of 
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the  oflficers,  arid  the  equipage.  They  Were  wdl  m^ntPed,  and  had,  be-r 
fide  the  officers  cuftomary  in  kings*  ihip3|  a  bottAift  and  a  UmQei^oo 
board  each  vcffeK 

They  had  vifited  all  the  Spani(h  poffeffions.  in  South  America  a&d 
other  parts  of  the  world,  afcertaining  with  precifion  their  bouddaFiea 
and  fuuations  ;  gaining  tnuch  information  refpeding  their  culioms  an^ 
/maaners,  their  importance  with  regard  to  the  mother-country,  and 
their  various  produdions  commercial,  agricultural,  botanical,  and 
mineral.  For  all  which  purpofes  the  officers 'on  board  appeared  to 
hare  been  feleded  with  the  happieft  fuccefe.  They  moft  forcibly- re-r 
minded  the  gentlemen  of  the  colony  of  the  unfortunate.  Count  de  U 
PeyrouHe  and' his  followers,  of  whom  the  Spaniards  rh^d  onty  rhearjl 
that  thiey  were  no  more ;  and  for  whoie  deftiny  they  exprefled  a  feeW 
ing  arifing  from  their  having  traverfed  the  ocean  in  the  famfe  purfuits^ 
aAd  fcdiowed  ih  the  fanie  path.  Equally  fmcere  arid  polite  as  Count 
d^  la  Peyroufe,  the  Spaniih  commodore  pai()  a  tribute  to,  the  abUitiea> 
and  inemary  of  our  circumnavigator  Cdok,  in  whofe  fteps  the  Che* 
yalier  Malafpina,  who  was  an  Italian  Marquis  and  a  Knight  of  Malta,, 
declared  it  was  a  pleafure  to  follow,*  as  it  l^ft  him  nothing  to  attend 
to,  but  to  remark  the  accuracy  of  his  obfervations.  They ,  loft  at  the 
ifland  of  Luconia,  Don  Antonia  Pineda,  a  colonel  .of  the  Spanifb 
guards,  who  was  charged  with  that  department  of  the  expedition 
which  refpefted  the  natural '  hiftory  of  the  places  that  they  vifited.- 
They  fpoke  of  him  in  very  high  terms  as  a  man.  of  fcience  and  a 
gentleman.  —  i 

.  Haying  requefted  to  eredt  an  obfervatory,  they  chofe  the  I^oint  of 
the  Cove  on  which  a  hut  had  been  built  for  Bennillong,  making  ufe* 
of  the  hut  to  fecure  their  inftruments.  They  did  not.profefs  to  be  in 
want  of  much  affiftance ;  but  fuch  as  they  did  require  was  direfted- 
to  be  furniihed  them  without  any  cxpence  j  it  was  indeed  too  incon-^ 
iiderable  to  become  an  objeft  of  charge.    . 

The  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers,  together  with  that  of  the  fhip  from 
Bcagal/gaye  a  pleafaat  diycrfity  to  the  dull  routine  that  commonly 
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prevailed  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  every  one  driving  to  make  their 
abode  among  them  as  cheerful  as  poffible,  and  to  convince  them,  that 
though  fevered  from  the  mother-country,  and  refiding  in  woods  and 
among  favages,  they  had  not  forgotten  the  hofpitalities  due  to  a 
ftranger. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  Kitty  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland.  Governor 
King  had  fent  back  in  her  a  number  of  free  people  and  convidts,^ 
having  been  defired  to  get  rid  of  any  fuch  charadlers  as-  might  be. 
dangerous  or  troublefome  to  him. 

This  gentleman  wrote  very  favourably  of  the  feftlemcnt  under  his 
eommand.  The  crops  had  been  fo  abundant  as  to  infure  him  a  fuf-* 
ficiency  of  wheat  and  maize  for  the  next  twelve  months.  The  in- 
habitants were  healthy,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  convids  had  ia 
general  merited  commendation. 

Lime*ftone  having  been  found  in  great  abundance,^  enabled  Mr*. 
King  to  ere£t  buildings  with  more  extent  and  fecurity  than  had  hi- 
therto been  done  in  New  South  Wales :  feveral  cafks  of  this  ufeful  ar- 
ticle were  now  imported  in  the  Kilty,  with  a  quantity  of  plank. 

Eight  of  the  marine  fettlers,  whofe  grounds,  on  extending  the  lines* 
©f  their  allotments,  were  found  to  interfed  each  other,  and  who  had 
declined  fuch  accommodation  as  Governor  King  thought  it  proper  tO' 
offer  them,  had  refigned  their  farms,  and  preferred  returning  to  theip 
former  profeflion.. 
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TM£  ^PAKISH  SHIPS  SAIL. — THE  CHESTERFIELD  RETURNS  FRONT  KORFOLlC 
ISLAND. — A  CONTRACT  ENTERED  INTO  FOR  BRINGING  CATTLE  FROM  IN- 
DIA.—THE  DiEDALUS  ARRIVES. — CATTLE  LOST.-— DISCOVERIES  BY  CAP* 
.  TAIN  VANCOUVER.— TWO  NATIVES  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  BROUGHT  IN.— 
BENGAL  SHIP  SAILS.— PHOENOMENON  IN  THE  S&Y. — LANDS  CLEARED  BY 
OFFICERS.  — MUTINY  ON  BOARD  THE  KITTY. — HIS  MAJESTY*S  BlRTH-DAY.— - 
STATE  OF  THE  PROVISION  STORES. — THE  BRITANNIA  ARRIVES.— LOSS  OF 
CATTLE.— GENERAL  ACCOUNT  OF  CATTLE  POkCHASED,  LOST  IN  THE  PAS- 
SAGE, AND  LANDED  IN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.— KATIVES  — THE    DiBDALtTS 

SAILS     FOR     NOOTXA. TEMPORARY     CHURCH    FOUNDED CRIMINAL 

COURT.— COUNTERFEIT  DOLLARS  IN  CIRCULATION.— TWO  SOLDIERS  DE- 
SERT.—THE  BODDINOTON  ARRIVES, — GENERAL  COURT-MARTIAL  HELD. 
—THE  BRITANNIA  CHA-RTERBD    FOR    BENGAL.- IRISH  CONVICTS    STEAL 

A    BOAT. THE  SUGAR-CANE    ARRIVES. — INTENDED    MUTINY    ON    BOARD 

PREVENTED."— EXCURSION  TO  THE  WESTWARD. 

'^HE  Spaniih  officers  having  nearly  completed  the  allronomical  ob- 
fervations  wliich  the  Commodore  thought  it  neceflfary  to  make  in 
that  port,  that  officer  fignified  his  intention  of  fhortly  putting  to  fea 
on  the  further  profecution  of  the  inftrudions  and  orders  which  he  had 
received  from  his  court.  Previous  to  their  departure,  however,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  whh  the  officers  of  the  fettlement  and  of  the 
corps,  were  entertained  firft  on  board  the  Decuvierta,  and  the  next 
day  on  board  the  Atrevida,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  being  each  day 
received  with  a  falute  of  nine  guns,  with  a  Spanifli  flag  hoifted  on  the 
foretcp-maft-head,  being  the  compliment  that  is  paid  in  the  Spani(h 
fervice  to  a  Lieutenant-General.  The  dinner  was  prepared  and 
£srved  up  after  their  own  cullom,  and  bore  ev^ry  appearance  of  having 
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been  furniflied  from  a  ]f)lentiful  market*.  The  healths  of  their  re- 
fpe€tive  fovereigns,  being  united  in  one  wifh,  were  drank  with  every 
token,  of  approbation,  under  a  difchargc  of  cannon;  and  ^*  Pro- 
fperity  to  the  Britifli  Coloniea  in  New  South  Wales,"  concluded  the 
ceremonials  of  each  day. 

The  Commodore  prefented  the  Lieutenant-Governor  with  twa 
drawings  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  done  in  Indian  ink,  by  F.  Bram- 
bila ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  agronomical  obfervations  which  had 
ybeen  made  at  the  obfervatory,  and  at  Parramatta.  From  thefe  it  ap- 
/  peared,  that  the  longitude  of  the  obfervatory  which  they  had  ereded 
at  the  Point)  deduced  from  forty-two  feta  of  diftances  of  the  fua 
and  moon^  taken  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April,  was  151^  i&'  8" 
E.  from  Greenwich,  and  the  latitude  33^  51/  28"  S»  .  The  latitude  of 
the  Governor's  houfe  from  Parramatta  waa  53°  48''  S. ;  and  the 
diftance  Weft  from  the  obfervatpry  about  nineteen  miles* 

The  Commodore  left  a  packet  with  difpatches  for  tbe  Spanifh  am«» 
baifador  at  the  court  of  London,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  firft  fhip 
which  {houM  fail  for  England;  and  oa  the  12th  both  (hips  failed* 
Their  future  route  was  never  exadJly  fpoken  of  by  them ;  but  from 
what  the  officers  occafionally  threw  out,  it  appeared  that  they  ex- 
peded  to  be  in  Europe  in  about  fourteen  months  from  their  depar- 
ture. They  fpoke  of  vifiling  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands,  and  of 
proceeding  again  to  the.  coaft  of  South  America. 

As  it  had  been  the  general  with  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  fettlement 
to  render  the  refidence  of  the  ftrangers,  while  among  them,  as  plea- 
fant  as  their  fituation  would  allow,  they  received  with  great  fatis- 
fadtion  the  expreflions  of  regret  which  they  teftified  at  their  depar- 
ture ;  a  regret  that  was  at  leaft  equal  on  the  part  of  thofe  to  whom  it 
was  profefled.  Their  fociety  was  very  fmall  j  they  could  not  there- 
fore but  fenfihly  feel  the  lofs  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who  united  to  la 
much  fcientific  knowledge  thofe  qualities  of  the  heart  which  render 

*  A  fmall  cow  from  Monte rry  was  facrificed  on  the  occadon. 
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men  eftimable  in  fociety;  and  the  names  of  Malafpina,  Buftamante^ 
Tova,  Efpinofa,  Concha,  Cevallos,  Murphj,  Robrcdo,  Quintano, 
Viona,  Novales,  Pineda,  Bauza,  Heencke,  Nee  Ravenet,  and  Bram* 
bila,  were  not  likely  to  be  foon  forgotten  by  the  officers  of  Sydney. 
During  their  ftay  the  greateft  harmony  fubfifted  between  the  feamen 
of  the  two  (hips  and  their  people,  the  latter  in  but  few  inftances  exer- 
cifing  their  nimble-fingered  talents  among  them ;  ftich,  however,  as 
did  choofe  to  hazard  a  difplay,  and  were  deteded,  received  fevere 
f>uni(hment. 

A  few  days  before  the  departure  of  thefe  (hips  the  Chefterfield  re* 
turned  from  Norfolk  Ifland*.  She  had  anchored  for  fome  days  in 
Cafcade  Bay,  where  Governor  King  had  conftrufted  a  wharf,  and  had 
hopes  of  making  the  landing  more  convenient  than  could  ever  be 
pradicable  at  Sydney  Bay.  This  was  truly  a  defideratum,  as  few 
fhips  had  gone  to  this  ifland  without  having,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
ftay,  either  been  blown  off,  or  been  in  fome  danger  on  the  fliore. 

The  matter  of  the  Shah  Hormuzear  having  laid  before  the  Lieu'^ 
tenant-Governor  fome  propofals  for  conveying  cattle  to  that  country^ 
they  were  taken  into  confideration  j  and  in  a  few  days  a  contra6l  was 
entered  into  between  Mr.  Bampton  on  his  own  part,  and  Major 
Grofe  on  the  part  of  the  crown;  wherein  it  was  covenanted,  that  Mr. 
Bampton  fhould  freight,  at  fome  port  in  India,  a  fhip  with  one  hun- 
dred head  pf  large  draught  cattle ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  the 
beft  provifion  rice,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  the  bed  dholl, 
both  articles  to  be  equal  in  quality  to  famples  then  produced  •  and  one 
hundred  tons  of  the  beft  Irifli-cured  beef  or  pork  j  or,  in  lieu  of  the 
fait  provifions,  fifty  tons  of  rice.  For  the  cattle,  Mr.  Bampton  was 
to  receive  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  pounds  fterling  per  head  for  all 
that  fhould  land  in  a  merchantable  condition  in  the  colony ;  for  the 
rice,  twenty-fix  pounds  fterling,  and  for  the  dhoU,  eighteen  pounds 
fterling  for  every  merchantable  ton  which  fliould  be  landed  j  and  laftly, 
four-penoe  halfpenny  per  pound  for  the  fait  provifions.     The  mafter 

was 


'«793-]  ^"^  ^''^^  SOUTH  WALES.  aoy 

was  bound  la  one  dtoufand  five  iiuadred  poiuKla  penaky  to  fulfil 
thefe  conditions. 

Oa  the  2oth  the  DasdsQys  (lore  fiiip,  from  the  north-weft  coaft  of 

America,  arrived  in  Sydney  •Gove.    7%e  Dasdalus  left  England  with  a 

Krargo  of  provlfions  and  (tores,  confifting  chidfly  ef  artidesof  traffic^  for 

the  ufe^f  the  ve(rel8  under  the  command  of  Captain  VancouYOTi  whom 

file  joined  at  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  aofth-weft  coaft  of  America ;  and  it 

was  defigned  that  (he  &ou1d,  after  delivering  her  cargo,  be  difpatched 

to  that  colony  with  fuch  (lock  as  (he  maght  be  able  to  procure  from 

the  different  Iflands  whereat  (he  might  touch,  and  be  afterwards  em* 

ployed  as  the  fervice  might  require,  (houUKlSaptaia  Vancouver  not 

make  any  application  for  her  retura ;  which  was  thouglbt  probable,  as 

well  as  that  he  might  require  fome  affiftance  from  the  colony^ 

Captain  Vancouver,  after  taking  ^nt  as  much  of  the  cargo  as  could 
^e  received  on  board  the  reflfels  undw  his  command,  dilpatched  her 
according  to  his  order,  although  tiOt  (6  early  as  he  could  have 
wi(hed,  owing  to  particular  eircumftances^  and  he  was  now  obliged 
to  fend  with  her*  a  requifition  for  the  remainder  of  the  proviiions  and 
ftores  being  returned  to  him,  together  with  a  certainty  of  proviiions 
from  the  colony ;  the  whole  to  be  difpatched  from  thence  fo  as  to 
join  him,  eithtf  at  Nootka  or  fome  of  the  Sandwkh  Iflands,  in  the 
month  of  October  following. 

Out  of  fix  bulls,  twelve  cows,  fix  rams,  eight  ewes,  and  one  hundred 
fiogs,  which  the  Dadalus  had  on  board,  four  (heep  and  about  eighty 
hogs  only  furvived  the  voyage,  which  was  again  imputed  to  their 
being  taken  from  grafs.  The  hogs  weic  in  general  much  reduced, 
though  apparently  of  a  very  fine  breed.  They  had  been  brought 
from  Otaheite. 

The  Daedalus  having  touched  at  the  northernmoft  ifland  of  New 
Zealand,  Lieutenant  Hanfon  brought  away  with  him  two  natives  of 
that  country,  according  to  directions  which  he  had  received,  for  the 
purpofe  of  infVrudiug  the  fettlers  at  Norfolk  Ifland  in  the  mantt* 

JS.E  fadure 
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fa£^ure  of  the  fiax-plant.    They  were  both  young  men,  and  were  fent 
in  the  Shah  Hormuzear  to  that  place. 

Captain  Vancouver  tranfmltted  by  Lieutenant  Hanfon  a  chart,  an^ 
drawings  of  a  fpacious  harbour,  which  he  difcovered  on  the  fouthera 
moft  coaft  of  New  South  Wales,  and  which  he  named  King  George 
the  Third's  Sound.  Its  (ituatlon  was  without  the  line  prefcribed  aa 
the  boundary  of  the  Britifli  pofleilions  in  that  country,  being  in  the 
latitude  of  ^s"^  05^  30''  South,  and  longitude  118^  34'  o'^  Eaft.  He 
alfo  fent  an  account  of  the  difcovery  of  a  dangerous  clufter  of  rocks, 
which  he  named  the  Snares ;  the  largeft  of  thefe-  was  about  a  league. 
in  circuit,  and  lay  in  latitude  48^  03''  S.  and  longitude  166°  20"  Eaft„ 
bearing  from  the  fouth  end  of  New  Zealand  S.  40^  W.  true,  twenty 
leagues  diftant,  and  from  the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  Traps  (rocks 
difcovered  by  Captain  Cook)  S.  67!**  W.  true,  twenty  leagues  diftant. 
The  largeft  of  thefe  rocks,  which  was  the  higheft  and  the  north- 
eaftermnoft,  might  he  feen  ia  clear  weather  about  eight  or  nine 
leagues,  Tliewholfe  clutter  was  compo£ed  of  fevcn  barren  rocks,  ex- 
tending in  a  dire&ion  about  N.  70^  E.  and  S.  70*  W..  true>,  occupying, 
the  fpace  of  about  three  leagues.^ 

The  Chatham,  being  feparated  in  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  Di(^ 
covery,  fell  in  with  an  ifland^  which  was  named  "  Chatham  Ifland,"^^ 
along  the  north-fide  of  which  flie  failed  for  twelve  leagues.  It  wa5> 
fituated  in  latitude  43^  48'  S.  and  longitude  183^  02^  Eaft,  and  its  in- 
habitants much  refembled  the  natives  of  New  Zealand* 

The  natives,  who  now  and  then  ihewed  them£elves  about  the  diftantr 
fettlements,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  wounded  a  conviift 
who  was  taking  prbvifions  to  a  fettler  at  Profpedk  FKU.  The  wound) 
was  not  dangerous;  but  it  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  provifions  wiib 
which  he  was  intrufted; 

The  rain  of  April  came  too  late  to  fave  the  Indian  corn  of  the  feafon,, 
which  now  wore  a  moft  unpromifing  appearance.  Another  grain*, 
had  been  lately  introduced  into  the  fettlement,  and  grawn  at  Toon** 

gabbt 
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gabbe  and  other  places,  which  they  thought  would  anfwer  well  for 
ftock.  This  was  the  cafte  coxa  of  Africai  aud  had  every  appearance 
of  proving  a  ufeful  gnun« 

An  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  (ky  was  obferved  by  feveral  peo- 
ple between  five  and  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Friday  the  12th  of 
the  month.  It  was  noticed  in  the  north^weft,  and  appeared  as  if  a 
ray  of  forked  lightning  had  been  ftationary  in  that  quarter  of  the  fky 
for  about  fifteen  minutes,  which  was  the  time  it  was  vifible.  It  was 
not  to  be  difcerned,  however,  after  the  fun  had  quitted  the  horizon- 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  weekly  ration  had  been  altered, 
the  male  convids  receivingi  inftead  of  feven,  four  pounds  of  flour ;  to 
which  were  added  four  pounds  of  wheat  and  fix  pounds  of  maize  in 
the  cob :  the  allowance  of  fait  proviflons  remained  unaltered ;  but 
the  oil  being  expended,  fix  ounces  of  fugar  were  iffued  in  lieu  of  that 
article-     The  people  themfelves  allowed  this  to  be  a  good  ration. 

With  a  ration  that  they  admitted  to  be  a  good  one,  with  about  fix 
hours  labour  during  five  days  of  the  week,  and  with  the  advantages 
of  gardens  and  good  huts,  the  fituation  of  the  convids  might  at  this 
period  be  deemed  comfortable,  and  fuch  as  precluded  all  excufe  for 
mifcondud-  Robberies  were,  notwithftanding,  often  committed, 
and  the  maize,  which  was  flill  in  the  field,  fuSered  continual  de« 
predations. 

A  diftindion  was  again  made  in  the  ration  ferved  to  the  civil  and 
military;  they  receiving  fix,  inftead.  of  four  pounds,  of  flour,  which 
was  the  convids*  allowance- 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  the  weather  was  extremely  bad- 
On  the  1 5th  a  report  was  fpread,  in  the  midft  of  a  moft  violent  fquall 
of  wind  and  rain,  that  a  fhip  was  coming  in.  Every  one  believing  it 
to  be  tcue,  the  town  was  foon  in  motion,  notwithftanding  the  Aorm  ; 
for,  although  it  was  not  then  fo  rare  as  it  had  been  to  hear  of  a  fhip, 
yet  there  was  always  fomething  cheering  and  grateful,  and  perhaps 
ever  will  be,  in  entertaining  the  idea  that  their  fociety  was  about 
^o    he    increafed,  and  tliat   they    were  on   the    point  -of .  receiving 

Era  intelligence 
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intelligence  from  their  connedicns^  or  information  of  what  was  doing  | 

in  the  world  from  which  they  felt  themfelves  ahnoft  fevered.  On  this    . 
occafion,  however,  they  were  difappointed  j  for  they  foon  learned  that  I 

no  (ignal  had  been  made,  nor  a  (hip  feen  to  occafion  it.  But  they 
had  been  well  trained  in  New  South  Wales  to  meet  and:  endure  dif-^ 
appointment* 

The  principal  labour  in  hand  at  Sydney  during  the  month  of  May- 
was  what  the  building  of  th«  barracks  bceafibned ;  and  at  the  othei^ 
fettlementa  the  people  were  chiefly  employed  in  getting,  into  the^ 
ground  the  grain  for  the  enfuitig  feafen,  and  in  preparing  for  fowing 
the  maize.  This  article  having  in  the  late  feafo»  proved  very  un^ 
profitable,  the  Lieuteaant-Goveraoc  determined  to  fow  with  wheat  aa^ 
mw:h  of  the  public  grounds  as  he  could ;  and  every  fettler  who  chole 
to  apply  was  permitted  to  draw  as  much  wheat  from  the  public 
granary  as  his  ground  required,  proper  care  being  taken  to  infiire  its- 
being  applied  to  that  ufe»  At  Toongabbe  no  addition  had  been 
made  to  the  public  ground  (ince  Governor  Phillip's  departure ;  but  by*  ^ 
a  furvey  made  at  the  latter  end  of  this  month  it  appeared,  that  the  of- 
ficers to  whom  laiKls  had  been  granted^  had  cultivated  and  cleared' 
two  hundred  kbA  tfasrty-three  acres,  and  had  cut  down  the  timber 
from  two  hundred  and  nineteen  more.  All  the  fettlers  of  a  different 
defcription  had  added  fomething  to  their  grounds ;  and  there  were 
many  who  might  be  pronounced  to  be  advancing  fail  toward  the  com- 
fortable (ituation  of  independent  farmers* 

The  quantity  of  land  granted  fmce  the  Govemor'a  departure 
amounted  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ieventy-five  acres,  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  of  which  lay  between  the  towns  of  Sydney  and  of 
Parramatta,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  wifhing  and  purpofing  to  form 
a  chain  of  farms  between  thofe  (ettlements*  The  advantages  to  be 
.derived  firom  this  communication  were,  the  opening  of  an  extent  of 
•country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  both  townfliips,  and  the  benefit  that 
would  ultimately  accrue  to  the  colony  at  large  from  the  cultivation  of 
a  track  of  as  good  land  as  any  that  had  been  hitherto  opened ;  by 
5  fome. 
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feme,  inieody  it  was  decmpd  fuperlor  to  the  )and  immediately  about 
Parramatta  or  Toongabbe.  In  this  cbain^  on  the  Parramatta  fide, 
were  placed  thofe  Ibttkrs  who  had  gone  out  in  the  Bellona;  and,  al- 
though  the  J  had  only  taken  pofieifion  of  their  far  ids  about  the  middle 
cf  February,  they  had  got  fome  ground  ready  for  wheat,  and  by  their 
induAry  had  approve  themielves  de&rving  of  encouragemtnL 

The  Kitty  tranfport  being  fitted  for  ber  return  to  England,  it  was 
intended  chat  fl»e  ihould  fall  on  the  fcoond  of  June.  Her  departure 
was,  however,  ^delayed  by  the  appearance  of  a  mtttiny  aaiOQg  the 
failors  at  the  Tery  moment  of  being  ordered  to  get  the  anchor  up  and 
prooeed  to  finu  Thb  mafter,  Mr.  George  lUmiay,  had  frequently 
eomplait^d  of  fome  of  the  iSiilora  of  hia  £hip  for  -variouaofibncea,  an4 
feveral  of  theem  had  been  punifhed  oo  fhore ;  one,  in  particular,  of  the 
name  of  Williama.  This. man  and  four  others  were  found  by  the 
mafter  drinking,  and  with  a  Hght  burning  in  the  forecaftle,  at  the  im- 
proper boor  of  twelve  at  night.  On  being  ordered  to  pujt  out  the 
light,  they  refofed,  fwearing  that  if  the  mafter  put  it  out  they  would 
fight  it  again.  This,  bowe'rer,  he  eStSbod ;  wheo  be  was  ieized  by 
Williams  and  the  other  failors,  and  thrown  into  the  water.  For- 
tunately he  could  fwim,  (a  ciKumfUnce  nnknown  to  thefe  miicreants) 
and  he  reached  the  ihip*s  <fide,  whence,  the  mate  coming  to  his  affifl* 
ance,  he  was,  though  with  fome  difficulty,  (being  a  very  heavy  man) 
got  into  the  Ikip.  The  mailer,  notwithftanding  this  outrage,  would 
have  put  to  fea  the  next  morning ;  but  when  he  ordered  the  topfails 
to  be  hoifted,  and  the  (hip  got  under  way,  Williams  ftood  forward, 
and,  for  himfelf  and  the  reft,  declared  with  much  infolence,  that  the 
anchor  (hould  not  be  weighed  until  the  proper  number  of  hands  be- 
longing to  the  (hip  were  on  board  (Ihe  was  deficient  three  men  and 
Iwo  boys,  the  latter  of  whom  had  run  away  the  night  before).  The 
anchor,  however,  was  got  up  by  the  afiiftance  of  the  paflengers  and 
fome  people  of  the  fettlement,  who  had  boats  alongfide.  The  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, on  be;ng  informed  of  the  dangerous  and  alarming 
temper  which  the  feamen  manifefted,  refolved,  by  taking  a  firm  and 

very 


fli4  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY  [June, 

very  a£tivc  part,  to  crufli  the  difordcr  at  once.  He  accordingly  went 
on  board  in  perfon,  with  fome  foldiers,  and  returned  with  Williams 
and  two  others  who  were  pointed  out  to  him  j  when  they  were  taken 
to  the  public  parade,  arid  there  puniflbed,  Williams  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  his  companions  with  one  hundred  lafhes  each.  In  the 
moment  of  punifhment  Williams's  courage  forfook  him  and  the  fpirit 
which  he  had  difplayed  on  board  was  all  evaporated.  He  would  have 
faid  or  done  any  thing  to  have  averted  the  lafh ;  yet  he  well  knew 
what  a  flogging  was,  having  been  flogged  from  ihip  to  ihip  at  Spit- 
head  for  a  fimllar  oflTence. 

'  The  appearance  of  a  mutiny  is  at  all  times  and  in  every  iltuadon  to 
be  dreaded;  but  in  that  country  nothing  could  be  more  alarming. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor  faw  the  aflfair  in  that  light ;  and»  with  a 
celerity  and  firmnefs  adapted  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  reftored 
tranquillity  and  fafety  to  all  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the  fate  of 
the  Kitty.  On  the  following  day  feveral  depofitions  were  taken  by 
the  Judge-Advocate,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
Navy-Board ;  and,  the  three  feamen  being  replaced  by  convids,  the 
Kitty  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  his  Majefty's  birth-day  was,  as  ufual,  fct 
apart  as  a  day  of  reft  from  labour,  and  dedicated  to  feftivity.  On 
this  occafion  his  Excellency  ordered  twelve  of  the  largeft  hogs  which 
had  been  received  by  the  Dxdalus,  to  be  killed  and  divided  among 
the  military,  fuperintendants,  and  flck  at  the  hofpitaL 

Notwithftanding  the  purchafes  of  provifions  which  had  fortunately 
been  made  from  the  Philadelphia  brigantine  before  Gdvernor  Phillip's 
departure,  and  fmce  that  time  from  the  Hope  and  from  the  Shah 
Hormuzear,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  found  it  neceflary  on  the  I2th 
of  the  month  to  give  notice,  "  That  unlefs  fupplies  arrived  before  the 
a  2d,  he  fliould  be  under  the  difagreeable  neceflTity  of  ordering  the  ra- 
tion to  be  reduced  on  that  day."  The  ftate  of  the  ftore  but  too  well 
authorized  this  determination,  it  containing  at  the  prcfent  ration  not 
more  than  ten  weeks'  fupply  of  any  fingle  article ;  and  it  muft  be  re- 
marked. 
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marked,  that  but  for  the  purchafes  which  had  been  moft  fortunately, 
made,  the  colony  muft  at  that  moment  have  been  again  groan- 
ing under  the  opprcffion  of  a  very  reduced  ration ;  and  as  none  of 
thefe  incidental  fupplies  could  be  known  in  England,  it  was  fair  to 
conclude,  that  the  probable,  nay  certain  diftrefs  of  thefe  lucklefs  peo- 
ple, muft  have  been  adverted  to,  and  that  fhips  with  provifions  were 
now  not  very  diftant.  Under  this  idea,  although  on  the  a  2d  no  fup* 
plies  had  arrived,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  determined  to  wait  one 
week  longer  before  he  direSed  the  neceflary  reduction.  It  was  aU 
ways  a  painful  duty  to  abridge  the  food  of  the  labouring  man,,  and 
had  been  much  too  often  exercifed'  in  that  country.  The  putting  offj, 
therefore,  of  the  evil  day  for  another  week,  in  the  hope  of  any  decreafe 
being  rendered  unneceflary  by  the  arrival  of  fupplies,  met  with  general 
applaufe. 

On  the  Monday  following,  at  nine  o^cIock  at  night,  the  joyful  tidings- 
were  announced  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britannia,  for  whofe  fafety  fears 
had  been  entertained,  eight  months  having  elapfed  fince  fhe  had  left 
that  port.  To  doubt  her  welcome,  would  be  to  conclude  that  the 
inhabitants  had  had  their  whole  ftock  of  feeling  exhaufted  by  the 
various  trials  to  which  they  had  been  expofed. 

Mr.  Raven  touched  ^t  Dufky  Bay  in  New  Zealand ;  and  of  the 
timber  which  he  found  there  he  made  a  very  favourable  report,  pro- 
nouncing it  to  be  light,  tough,  and  in  every  refped  fit  for  mafts  or 
yards.  From  New  Zealand  the  Britannia,  after  rounding  Cape  Horn, 
proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Santa  Catherina,  on  the  Brafil  coaft,  where  the 
Portuguefe  have  a  fettlement,.  and  from  whofe  Governor  Mr.  Raven 
received  much  civility  during  the  eighteen  days  that  he  remained 
there.  Not  being  able  at  this  place  to  procure  any  of  the  articles 
which  he  was  inftrudXed  to  purchafe,  (one  cow  and  one  cow-calf  ex- 
cepted,) he  ftood  over  to  the  African  continent,  and  arrived  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  24th  of  March.  At  this  port  he  took  on 
board  thirty  cows ;  three  mares  j  twelve  goats ;  a  quantity  of  flour, 
fugar^  tobacco  and  fpirits  j  with  other  articles,  according  to  the  orders 

of 
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of  hid  employers^  Mr.  Raven  afforded  another  inftance  of  the  great 
difficulty  attending  the  tranfporting  of  cattle  to  that  country ;  for, 
nctwithflanding  the  extreme  care  and  attention  which  had  been  paid 
to  them^  twenty-nine  of  the  cows  and  three  goata  unfortunately  died. 
From  the'  length  of  time  which  the  Britannia  bad  been  abfent,  ob« 
fervation  was  forcibly  drawn  to  the  diftance  whereat  this  colony 
was  placed  from  any  quarter  which  could  furniOi  it  with  fupplies ; 
and  a  calculation  of  the  length  of  tiflEie  which  had  been  taken  by 
other  ihips  to  procure  them^  confirmed  the  neceffity  that  exifled 
of  ufing  every  exertion  which  might  place  it  in  a  ftate  of  inde- 
pendence. 

The  difTiculty  of  introducing  cattle  into  the  colony  had  been  ren* 
dered  evident  by  the  mifcarriage  of  the  difierent  attempts  made  by 
the  feveral  (hips.     In  this  particular  they  had  indeed  been  fingularly 
unfortunate ;  fer  they  had  not  only  loft  the  greater  part  of  what  had 
been  purchafed  and  embarked  for  the  colony^  as  will  have  appeared; 
but  they  had  at  the  beginning,  as  may  be  remembered,  loft  the  few 
that  did  furvive  the  paflage.     Of  thefe,  it  was  not  known  with  any 
certainty  what  had  been  the  fate.     Some  of  the  natives  who  refided 
in  the  fettlement,  on  obferving  cattle  which  had  been  landed,  declared 
that  they  had  feen  foch  animals  deftroyed  by  their  own  people;  and 
4rven  offered  to  lead  any  one  to  the  place  where  fome  of  their  bones 
might  be  found ;  but,  from  the  diftaoce  of  the  fuppofed  fpot,  and 
more  important  concerns,  this  had  never  been  fought  after*     It  wag 
very  probable  that  they  had  been  fo  deftroyed ;  if  not,  and  that  they 
had  met  with  no  other  accident,  their  increafe  at  this  time  muft  have 
been  very  coniiderable. 

Of  the  ftock  which  had  been  landed  in  the  colony,  there  repEiained 
at  this  time  three  bulls,  twenty-one  cows,  fcven  calves.  Sheep,  borfes, 
and  liogs,  were  found  to  endure,  better  than  any  other  flock,  the  rough 
weather  which  wa8  in  general  met  with  between  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  that  country. 

The 
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The  natives  had  latterly  become  very  troubleforae,  particularly  ia 
lurking  between  the  different  fettlements,  and  forcibly  taking  pro- 
vifions  and  clothing  from  the  convi£ts  who  were  paffing  from  one  to 
another.  One  or  two.  convidis  having  been  wounded  by  them,  fome 
fmall  armed  parties  were  fent  out  to  drive  them  away,  and  to  throw  a 
few  ftiot  among  them ;  but  with  pofitive  orders  to  be  careful  not  to 
take  a  life. 

Several  of  thefe  people,  however,  continued  to  refide  in  the  town, 
and  to  mix  with  its  inhabitants  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner.  It 
was  no  uncommon  circumftance  to  fee  them  coming  in  with  bundles 
of  fire-wood  which  they  had  been  hired  to  procure,  or  bringing  water 
from  the  tanks;  for  which  fervices  they  thought  themfelves  well 
repaid  with  any  worn-out  jacket  or  trowfers,  or  blankets,  or  a  piece 
of  bread.  Of  the  latter  article  they  were  exceedingly  fond ;  and  their 
conftant  prayer  was  for  bread,  importuning  with  as  much  earneftnefs 
and  perfeverance  as  if  begging  for  bread  had  been  their  profeffion 
from  their  infancy. 

On  the  firft  of  July  the  Daedalus  failed  to  convey  to  Captain  Van- 
couver the  provifions  and  (lores  which  had  been  required  by  that 
officer.  Lieutenant  Hanfon,  the  naval  agent  on  board,  received  the 
mofl  pointed  orders  for  the  fhip  to  return  to  that  port  immediately 
after  having  executed  the  fervicc  on  vvhich  flie  was  then  going.  The 
Dsedalus  was  confidered  as  a  colonial  fhip ;  and  nothing  but  Captain 
Vancouver's  exprefs  requifition  to  have  the  (lores  and  provifion*  which 
were  on  board  her  (the  ftores  being  chiefly  articles  of  traflic)  fent  back  to 
him,  to  enable  hinv  to  fulfil  the  inflrudlions  that  he  had  received,  would 
have  induced  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  the  then  fituation  of  the 
colony,  to  have  parted  with  her,,  when  it  was  highly  probable  that 
her  fervices  might  be  wanting  to  procure  fupplies,  and  at  no  diftant 
period,  if  fhips  did  not  very  fpeedily  arrive  to  their  affiflance. 

On  board  the  Dspdalus  .was  embarked  a  native  of  the  country,  who 
was  fent  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring 
the  Englifh  language,     Lieutenant  Hanfon  was  dire^ed  by  no  means 

p.F  to 
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to  leave  him  at  Nootka,  but,  if  he  furvived  the  voyage,  to  bring  hitxi 
back  to  his  friends  and  countrymen.  His  native  names  were  Gnung-a 
gnung-a,  Mur-re-mur-gan  ;  but  he  had  for  a  long  time  entirely  loft 
them,  even  among  his  own  people,  who  called  him  "  CoHlm?/'  after 
the  judge-advocate,  whofe  name  he  had  adopted  on  thcfirft  day  of 
his  being  at  the  fettlement*  He  was  a  man  of  a  more  gentle  difpofi- 
tlon  than  moft  of  his  aflbciates ;  and  from  the  confidence  that  he 
placed  in  his  new  acquaintance,  very  readily  undertook  the  voyage^ 
although  he  left  behind  him  a  young  wife  ^a  ftfter  of  Bennlllong,  who 
accompanied  Governor  Phillip). 

On  the  6th,  the  intended  change  took  place  tn  the  ration ;  and  it  be- 
ing a  week  on  which  pork  was  to  be  iflfued,  three  pounds  of  that  ar* 
tide  were  ferved  inftead  of  four.  The  other  articles  remained  the  fame. 

The  clergyman,  who  fufFered  as  much  inconvenience  as  other  peo* 
pie  from  the  want  of  a  proper  place  for  the  performance  of  divine  fer- 
vice,  himfelf  undertook  to  remove  the  evil,  on  finding  that,  from  the 
preflure  of  other  works,  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  when  a  church 
would  be  ereded.  He  accordingly  began  one  under  his  own  infpedion^ 
and  chofe  the  fituation  for  it  at  the  back  of  the  huts  on  the  call  fide  o€ 
the  cove.  The  front  was  feventy-three  feet  by  fifteen  ;  and  at  right 
angles  with  the  centre  projeded  another  building  forty  feet  by  fifteen. 
The  edifice  was  conftrudled  of  ftrong  pofts,  wattles,  and  plafter,  and 
was  thatched  *.  Much  credit  was  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnfoa  for  his 
perfonal  exertions  on  this  occafion. 

From  the  firft  landing  in  New  South  Wales  to  the  prefent  day,  there 
had  been  no  effeaual  remedy  found  to  prevent  either  the  military  or 
convifks  from  bartering  their  fupplies  for  fpirits.  Often-repeated  proi- 
hibitions  were  of  no  avail ;.  and  it  was  now  difcovered  that  the  fugar 
and  tobacco  which  had^  been  ferved  to  the  foldiers,  had,  almoft  as 
foon  as  received,  been  exchanged  for  Cape  brandy  at  fix  times  its 
▼alue :  freih  reftriiSions  were  therefore  laid,  and  pofitive  orders  once 
more  given. 

About 

*  The  expence  of  bufldipg.  wae  computed  nt  ^ml. 
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About  the  middle  of  the  month,  all  the  wheat  which  was  to  be  Town 
on  the  public  account  was  got  in,  at  and  near  Toongabbe  ;  the  quan- 
tity of  ground  was  about  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  The  wheat 
of  laft  feafon  being  now  nearly  thrafhed  out,  fome  judgment  could  be 
formed  of  its  produce  ;  and  it  was  found  to  have  averaged  between 
feventeen  and  eighteen  bufhels  an  acre.^  A  large  quantity  of  wheat 
had  alfo  been  fown  the  prefent  feafon  by  individuals,  amounting  to 
about  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  buihels ;  every  en- 
couragement having  been  given  to  them  to  fow  their  grounds  with 
that  grain. 

The  frequent  commifFion  of  crimes  occafioned  the  criminal  court 
of  judicature  to  be  aflembled ;  when  one  man  was  fentenced  to  die  ; 
but  the  court  having  recommended  him  to  mercy  on  account  of  his 
youth,  being  only  fixteen  years  of  age,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  as 
readily  forgave  as  the  court  had  recommended  him ;  but  that  the  pri- 
foner  might  have  all  the  benefit  of  fo  awful  a  fituation,  the  change  in 
his  fate  was  not  imparted  to  him  until  the  very  moment  when  he  was 
about  to  afcend  the  ladder  from  which  he  was  to  have  been  plunged 
into  eternity.  He  had  appeared  fince  his  convidion  as  if  devoid  of 
feeling ;  but  on  receiving  the  information  of  a  pardon  being  granted 
him,  he  fell  on  his  knees  in  an  agony  of  joy  and  gratitude.  The 
folemn  fcene  appeared  likewife  to  make  a  forcible  impreffion  oa  his  feU 
low-prifoners  who  were  prefent. 

The  weather  of  the  winter  1793  having  been  colder  than  any  that 
.  they  had  yet  experienced,  great  exertions  were  made  to  clothe  all  the 
labouring  convids ;  and  for  that  purpofe  the  work  of  the  taylors  had 
for  fome  time  been  confined  to  them.  Every  male  received  one  cloth 
jacket,  two  canvas  frocks,  one  pair  of  fhoes,  and  one  leathern  cap. 
The  females  alfo  had  been  clothed. 

On  Wedncfday  the  24th,  the  veffel  which  came  from  England  in 
frame,  being  at  length  completed,  was,  with  the  afliftance  of  Mr. 
Raven  and  his  fliip,  hove  down  to  low-water-mark,  where  flie  floated 
with  the  tide,  and  was  haufed  fafely  along-fide  the  Britannia.     The  ce«  ' 
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remony  of  chriftening  her  was  performed,  and  fhe  was  named  the 
Francis*  Py  Mr,  Raven's  adyice  fhe  was  rigged  as  a  fchooner,  inftead 
of  a  floop,  for  which  fhe  had  been  originally  intended. 

On  the  laft  day  of  July,  a  plan  to  take  off  one  of  the  long-boats  was 
revealed  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  principal  parties  in  it  were 
foldiers ;  and  their  fchcme  was,  to  proceed  to  Java  ;  with  a  chart  of 
whrch  they  had  been  by  forae  means  furni(hed  If  their  plan  had 
been  put  into  execution,  the  evil  would  have  carried  with  it  its  own 
punifhment;  for,  had  they  furvived  the  voyage,  they  would  never 
have  been  countenanced  by  the  Dutch,  who  were  always  very  jealous^ 
of  flrangers  going  among  them.  Two  of  the  foldiers  were  immedi- 
ately put  into  confinement ;  and  in  the  night,  two  others,  one  a  corpo^ 
ral,  went  into  the  woods,  taking  with  them  their  arms,  and  about  one 
hundred  rounds  of  powder  and  ball  (which  they  colleded  from  the 
different  pouches  in  the  barracks),  their  provifions  and  necefTarics. 

The  principal  works  done  at  Sydney  during  July  were,  eredling 
kitchens  and  ftore-rooms  for  the  oflScers'  new  barracks,  collefting  tim* 
ber,  and  conflru£ling  huts  at  Peterfliam  for  convifts.  At  Toongabbe 
the  Indian  corn  was  not  all  gathered  ;  and  houfing  c^  that,  and  pre- 
paring the  ground  for  the  reception  of  the  next  feafon's  crop,  occupied 
the  labouring  convidls  at  that  fettlement.  . 

Some  counterfeit  dollars  were  in  circulation;  but  the  manufadurers^ 
of  them  could  not  be  difcovered. 

The  two  foldiers  who  had  been  put  m  confinement  as  parties  in  the- 
plan  for  feizing  the  long-boat  were  tried,  and  one  of  them  acquitted  ;, 
but  the  other,  being  found  guilty,  was  fentenced  to  receive  three  hun- 
dred lafhes.  While  fmarting  under  the  feverity  of  his  punifhment,. 
he  gave  up  the  names  of  fix  or  eight  of  his  brother  foldiers,  among 
whom  were  the  two  which  had  abfented  thcmfelves  the  preceding  even- 
ing. Thefe  people,  the  day  following  their  defertion,  were  met  in  the 
path  to  Parramatta,  and  told  an  abfurd  flofy  of  their  being  fent  to  the 
Blue  Mountains.  They  were  next  heard  of  at  a  fettler's  at  Profpe£t 
Hxll»  whofe  houfe  they  entered  forcibly,^  and,  making  him  and  his  la-- 
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bourer  prifoners,  palTed.  the  night  there.  At  another  fettler's  they 
took  fixteen  pounds  of  flour,  which  they  fent  by  his  wife  to  a  woman 
VftW  known  to  them,  and  had  it  baked  into  fmall  loaves.  They  (ig- 
nified  a  determination  not  to  be  taken  alive,  and  threatened  to  lie  ia 
wait  for  the  game^killers,  of  whbfe  ammunition  they  meant  to  make 
themfelves  mailers.  Thefe  deelarations  manifefted  at  once  the  badnefs 
of  their  hearts,  and  the  weaknefs  of  thdr  caufe;  and  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  them,  fcnt  out  a  fmall 
armed  party  to  fecure  and  bring  them  in ;  rightly  judging,  that  people 
who  were  lb  ready  at  expreffing  every  where  a  refolution  to  part  with 
their  lives  rather  than  be  taken,  would  not  give  much  trouble  in  fe« 
curing  them. 

This  defertion,  and  the  difafFedion  of  thofe  who  went  to  take  olF« 
boat,  was  the  more  unaccountable  and  unpardonable,  as  the  command- 
ing ofiBcer  had  uniformly  treated  them  with  every  indulgence;  Spi- 
rits and  other  comforts  had  been  procured  for  them ;  he  had  diftin- 
guilhed  them  from  the  convifls  in  the  ration  of  provifions ;  he  liad  al- 
lowed them  to  build  themfelves  comfortable  huts  y  he  had  indulged 
them  with  women ;  and,  in  a  word,  if  he  had  erred,  if  was  by  too  great 
attention  to  their  wiflies.  At  the  fame  time  thefe  indulgencies  were 
counterbalanced  by  a  certainty  of  their  being  withdrawn  when  abufed  ; 
and  flagrant  ofienders  were  fnre  of  meeting  with  punifhment :  yet 
there  were  many  among  them  fo  ungrateful  for  the  benefits  which 
they  received,  and  fo  unmindful  of  their  own  intereft  and  accommo«» 
dation,  that  they  behaved  ill  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity. 

The  two  runaways  were  overtaken,  and,  as  had  been  forefeen^, 
fecured  without  any  oppofition  on  their  part. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  the  Boddington  tranfport  arrived  from  Ire- 
land, having  failed  from  Cork  on  the  15th,  of  February,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  male,  and  twenty  female  convifts  of  that  king- 
dom on  board,  provifion  calculated  to  ferve  them  nine  months  after  their 
arrival,  and  a  proportion  of  clothing  for  twelve  months.  The  Irilh 
convlds  had  attempted  to  take  the  (hip ;.  but  their  defign  had  been  fruf- 

trated. 
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trated  by  the  vigilance  and  a&ivity  of  the  mafter  and  a  fubaltern*k 
party  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

No  (hip  could  haye  brought  out  their  convids  in  higher  order,  or 
could  have  given  ftronger  proofs  of  attention  to  their  health  and  ac« 
commodation,  than  did  this  veflfel.  Each  had  a  bed  to  himfelf,  and  a 
new  fuit  of  <:lothes  to  land  in.  On  the  part  of  the  crown  alfo,  to  fee 
juftice  done  to  the  convi^s, there  was  a  furgeonof  the  navy  on  board, 
and  a  fuperintendant ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  contradlor,  a  furgeon 
alfo.  They  had  not  any  fick  lift,  and  had  loft  only  one  man  on  the 
paiTage* 

Advices  were  received  by  this  fhip,  that  adminiftration  intended  to 
inalce  arrangements  for  their  being  fupplied  from  Bengal  with  live 
cattle  ;  and  this  became  a  favourite  idea  with  every  perfon  in  the  co- 
lony; for  the  (heep,  though  fmall,  were  found  to  be  very  produdlive, 
breeding  twice  in  the  year ;  and  generally  bringing  two  lambs  at  a  birth. 
The  climate  was  alfo  found  to  agree  well  with  the  cattle  of  the  Buf- 
falo fpecies  which  had  been  received. 

The  convids,  on  quitting  the  Boddington,  gave  their  Captain  (Mr. 
Rpbert  Chalmers)  three  hearty  cheers,  as  a  token  of  their  gratitude 
for  his  humanity  and  good  treatment  of  them. 

It  being  neceffary  to  mark  with  fome  degree  of  feverity  the  offence 
which  had  been  committed  by  the  two  foldiers,  a  general  court-mar- 
tial was  affembled  for  their  trial.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  with 
fnuch  humanity,  forbore  to  charge  them  with  a  capital  ofience ; 
bringing  them  to  trial  for  abfenting  themfelves  from  head-quarters 
without  leave,  inftead  of  the  more  ferious  crime  of  defertion. 

By  the  mutiny  a£t,  a  general  court-martial  may,  in  Africa,  confift 
of  lefs  than  thirteen  commiffioned  ofiGcers,  but  not  lefs  than  five ;  the 
like  provifion  was  alfo  extended  to  New  South  Wales ;  and  nine  officers 
formed  the  court  now  affembled  for  the  firft  time  in  that  colony,  Cap- 
tain Collins  officiating  as  judge- advocate.  The  prifoners  did  not  deny 
thei:rime  with  which  they  were  charged;  the  corporal,  after  being  re- 
duced to  the  ranks,  was  fentenced  to  receive  five  hundred  lafhes,  and 

Ihc 
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the  private  foldier  eight  hundred.  The  fentence  being  approved  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  \was  in  part  carried  into  execution,  the  corporal 
receiving  two  hundred  anxi  feventy-five,  and  the  foldier  three  hundred 
lafhes. 

It  has  been  feen,  that  the  fupply  brought  by  the  Boddington  was 
very  inconfiderable  ;  and  no  greater  quantity  was  expected  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  by  the  (hip  which  was  to  follow*  The  fait  provi- 
fione  remaining  in  ftore  (by  a  calculation  made  up  to  the  28th)  were 
fufficient  for  only  fourteen  weeks  at  the  full  ration,  including  what  had 
been  received  by  the  Boddington,  and  fome  furplus  provi(ions  which 
had  been  purchafed  of  the  agent  to  the  contrador,  and  one  hundred 
cafks  of  pork  which  had  been  omitted  by  an  overfight  in  the  iaft 
account. 

When  it  was  confidered  that  their  fuppHes  would  ahvaysbe  afieded 
by  commotions  at  home,  and  that,  if  a  war  (hould  take  place  between 
England  and  any  other  nation,  they  might  be  retarded,  or  taken  by  the 
enemy,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  determined,  while  he  had  in  his 
own  hands  the  means  of  fupplying  himfelf,  to  employ  them ;  and  on 
the  26th  chartered  the  Britannia  for  India.  She  was  to  proceed  to  Ben- 
gal, to  be  freighted  by  the  government  of  that  prefidency  with  fait 
provifions,  Iri(h  beef  or  pork;  and  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  pof- 
fible  to  procure  them,  the  Ihip  was  to  return  loaded  with  fugar^  rice, 

and  dholl. 

The  clergyman  having  completed  the  building  which  he  began  in 
Tuly,  divine  fervice  was  performed  in  it  for  the  firft  time  on  Sunday 
the  25th  of  Auguft  ;  and  for  a  temporary  accommodation  it  appeared 
likely  to  anfwer  very  well.  Mr.  Johnfon  in  his  difcourfe,  which  was 
intended  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  audience  with  the  necefiity  of  holi* 
nefs  in  every  place,  lamented  that  the  urgency  of  public  works  had 
prevented  any  undertaking  of  the  kind  before,  and  had  thus  thrown  it 
upon  him ;  he  declared  that  he  had  no  other  motive  for  (landing  for- 
ward in  the  bufmefs,  than  that  of  eftablifhing  a  place  fheltered  from 
bad  weather,  and  from  the  fummer  heats,  where  public  worihip  might 

be 
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.  be  performed.  He  faid,  that  the  uncertainty  of  a  place  where  they 
might  attend  hod  prevented  many  from  coming ;  but  he  hoped*  that 
now  the  attendance  would  be  regular. 

The  provifions  by  the  Boddingtoh  proved  to  be  in  moft  excellent 
condition,  not  a  fmgle  article  being  damaged. 

-  Much  apprehenfion  was  entertained  for  the  wheat,  which  began  to 
look  yellow  and  parched  for  want  of  rain*  Toward  the  latter  end  of 
the  month,  however,  feme  rain  fell  during  three  days  and  nights,  which 
confiderably  refreilied  it.  But  there  bemg  no  fixed  period  at  which, 
wet  weather  was  to  be  expeded  in  that  country,  it  might  certainly  be 
pronounced  too  dry  for  wheat. 

Unprodudive  as  the  Indian  corn  fown  laft  year  on  the  public 
grounds  had  proved,  the  fettlers'  crops  muft  have  been  more  for- 
tunate ;  for,  after  referving  a  fufficiency  of  feed  for  the  cnfuing  feafon, 
and  for  their  domeftic  purpofes,  a  few  had  raifed  enough  to  enable 
them  to  fell,  twelve  hundred  buftiels  to  government,  who,  on  receiving 
it  into  the  public  (lores,  paid  five  fhillings  per  bufliel  to  the  bringer* 
Government,  however,  was  not  reforted  to  in  the  firft  inftancc  by  the 
fettler,  who  preferred  difpofing  of  his  corn  where  he  could  receive 
fpirits  in  payment  (which  he  retailed  for  labour),  to  bringing  it  to 
the  commiflary  for  five  fhillings  a  bufhel ;  but  at  this  price,  from  whofc 
hands  foever  it  might  come,  it  was  received  into  the  public  (lores. 

It  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  the  fatal  confequence  of  endea- 
vouring to  find  in  the  woods  of  New  South  Wales  a  place  where  the 
means  of  life  could  be  obtained  without  labour,  had  been  fufiiciently 
felt  by  the  convids  who  had  tried  it,  to  have  deterred  others  from  rufh- 
ing  into  the  fame  error,  as  they  would  doubtlefs  acquaint  the  new 
comers  with  the  ill  fuccefs  which  had  attended  all  their  fchemes  of  that 
nature.  Several  of  thofe,  however,  who  came  out  in  the  Boddington, 
went  off  into  the  woods  foon  after  their  landing;  and  a  fmall  party, 
compofed  of  forae  defpcrate  charailers,  about  the  fame  time  dole  a  boat, 
and,  as  they  were  not  heard  of  for  fome  days'  after,  it  was  fuppofed 
that  they  had  either  got  out  of  the  harbour,  or  were  lying  concealed 
7  until, 
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until,  being  joined  by  thofe  who  had  taken  to  the  woods,  they  could 
procure  a  larger  and  a  fafer  conveyance  from  the  country. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  Sugar-Cane  tranfport  anchored  in  the 
cove  from  Cork.  She  had  on  board  one  hundred  and  ten  male,  and 
fifty  female  convidis,  and  a  fcrjeant's  party  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps  as  a  guard.  On  the  25th  of  May,  information  was  given  to  the 
agent  on  the  part  of  Government,  that  a  meeting  was  intended  by  the 
convids,  and  that  they  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  faw  ofFfomc  of  their 
irons.  Infinuations  were  at  the  fame  time  thrown  out,  of  the  probability 
of  their  being  joined  by  certain  of  the  failors  and  of  the  guard.  The 
agent,  after  making  the  neceflary  inquiry,  thought  it  indifpenfable  to 
the  fafety  of  the  (hip,  to  caufe  an  inftant  example  to  be  made,  and  or- 
dered one  of  the  convidls  who  was  found  out  of  irons  to  be  executed 
that  night;  others  were  puni(hed  the  next  morning ;  and  by  thefe  mea- 
fures,  as  might  well  be  expeded,  threw  fuch  a  damp  on  the  fjpirits  of 
tTie  reft,  that  he  heard  no  more  during  the  voyage  of  attempts  or  inten- 
tions to  take  the  fhip. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  Boddington,  many  circumftancesrefpeding 
the  intended  mutiny  in  that  fliip  had  been  difclofed  by  the  convids 
themfelves,  which  were  not  before  known.  They  did  not  hefitate  to 
fay,  that  all  the  officers  were  to  have  been  murdered,  the  firft  mate  and 
the  agent  excepted,  who.  were  to  be  preferved  alive  for  the  purpofe  of 
conduding  the  fhip  to  a  port,  where  they  were  likewife  to  be  put  to 
death. 

As  intentions  of  this  kind  had  been  talked  of  in  feveral  fhips,  the 
military  guard  (hould  never  have  been  lefs  than  an  officer's  com- 
mand, and  that  guard  (efpecially  when  embarked  for  the  fecurity  of  a 
fhip  full  of  wild  lawlefs  Irifh)  ought  never  to  have  been  compofed 
either  of  young  foldiers,  or  of  deferters  from  other  corps. 

Captain  Paterfon,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  an  account  of 
whofe  journies  in  Africa  appeared  in  print  fome  years  ago,  conceiving 
that  he  might  be  able  to  penetrate  as  far  as,  or  even  beyond,  the  wet 
tern  mountains,  (commonly  known  in  the  colony  by  the  name  of  the 
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Blue  Mountains,  from  the  appearance  which  land  fo  high  and  diftant 
generally  wears,)  fet  off  from  the  fettlement  with  a  fmall  party  of  gen- 
tlemen, well  provided  with  arms,  and  having  provifions  and  neceffa-  ^ 
ries  fufficient  for  a  journey  of  fix  weeks,  to  make  the  attempt*  Boats 
were  fent  round  to  Broken  Bay,  whence  they  got  into  the  Hawkefbury, 
and  the  fourth  day  as  far  as  Richmond  Hill.  At  this  place,  in  the 
year  1 789,  the  Governor's  progrefs  up  the  river  was  obftru£ted  by  a 
fall  of  water,  which  his  boats  were  too  heavy  to  drag  over.  This  diflS- 
culty  Captain  Paterfon  overcame  by  quitting  his  large  boats,  and  pro- 
ceeding from  Richmond  Hill  with  two  that  were  fmaller  and  lighter. 
He  found  that  this  part  of  the  river  carried  him  to  the  weftward,  and 
into  the  chafm  that  divided  the  high  land  feen  from  Richmond  HilL 
Hither,  however,  he  got  with  great  diflSculty  and  fome  danger,  meeting 
in  the  fpaccof  about,  ten  miles  with  not  lefsthan  five  water-falls,  one 
of  which  was  rather  fl;eep,  and  was  running  at  the  rate  often  or  twelve 
miles  an  hour.  Above  this  part  the  water  was  about  fifteen  yards  from 
fide  to  fide,  and  came  down  with  fome  rapidity,  a  fall  of  rain  having 
fwollen  the  ftream.  Their  navigation  was  here  fo  intricate,  lying  be- 
tween large  pieces  of  rock  that  had  been  torn  down  by  torrents,  and 
fome  ftumps  of  trees  which  they  could  not  always  fee,  that  (after  hav- 
ing loofened  a  plank  in  one  boat,  and  driven  the  other  upon  a  ftump 
which  forced  its  way  through  her  bottom)  they  gave  up  any  farther 
progrefs,  leaving  the  weftern  mountains  to  be  the  objeft  of  difcovery  at 
fome  future  day.  It  was  fuppofed  that  they  had  proceeded  ten  miles 
farther  up  the  river  than  had  before  been  done,  and  named  that  part  of 
it,  which  until  then  had  been  unfeen,  "  the  Grofe  ;"  and  a  high  peak 
of  land,  which  they  had  in  view  in  the  chafm,  they  called  Harrington 
Peak.  Captain  Paterfon,  as  a  botanift,  was  amply  rewarded  for  his  la- 
bour and  difappointment  by  difcovering  feveral  new  plants.  Of  the 
foil  in  which  they  grew,  however,  he  did  not  fpeak  very  favourably. 

He  faw  but  few  natives  ;  and  thofe  who  did  vifit  them  were  al mod 
unintelligible  to  the  natives  of  Port  Jackfon  who  accompanied  him^ 
He  entertained  a  notion,  that  their  legs  and  arms  were  longer  than 
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thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft.  As  they  live  by  climbing  trees, 
if  there  really  was  any  fuch  difference,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  cuftom  of  hanging  by  their  arms  and  refting  on  their 
feet  at  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  the  body,  which  they  pradife  from  their  in- 
fancy. The  party  returned  on  the  2  2d,  having  been  abfent  about  ten 
days.  In  their  walk  to  Pitt  Water,  they  met  with  the  boat  which  had 
been  ftolen  by  fome  of  the  Irifh  convicts ;  and  a  few  days  after  their  re- 
turn, fome  of  thofe  who  had  run  into  the  woods  came  into  Parramatta, 
with  an  account  of  two  of  their  party  having  been  fpeared  and  killed 
by  the  natives.  The  men  who  were  killed  were  very  bad  charafters, 
and  had  been  the  principals  in  the  intended  mutiny  on  board  the  Bod- 
dington.  Their  deftrudion  was  confirmed  by  fome  of  the  natives  who 
lived  in  the  town. 

The  foundation  of  another  barrack  for  officers  was  begun.  For  the 
privates,  one  only  was*  yet  ereiSled  ;  but  this  was  attended  with  no  in- 
convenience to  them,  as  all  thofe  who  were  not  in  quarters  had  built 
themfelves  comfortable  huts.  This  indulgence,  no  doubt,  was  pleafant 
to  the  foldiers;  but  it  had  ever  been  confidered,  that  foldiers  could  no 
where  be  fo  well  regulated  as  when  living  in  quarters,  where,  by  fre- 
quent infpedions  and  vifuings,  their  charadlers  would  be  known,  and 
their  condud  attended  to.  In  a  multiplicity  of  fcattered  huts,  the  eye 
of  vigilance  would  with  difficulty  find  its  objeft ;  and  the  foldler  in 
pofleffion  of  a  habitation  of  his  own,  might,  in  courfe  of  time,  think 
of  himfelf  more  as  an  independent  citizen  than  as  a  fubordinate  foldier« 
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CHAP.     XII. 

TH£  BODDIHGTON  AND  SUGAR-CANE  SAIL.— A  MILL  ERECTED. — THEFTS 
COMMITTED.-— TWO  PERSONS  KILLED  BY  LIGHTNING.  — THE  FAIRY  AR- 
RIVES.—  FARMS   SOLD.— THE  FRANCIS  RETURNS  FROM  NEW  ZEALAND.-^ 

RATION     ALTERED.— -TRANSACTIONS. HARVEST     BEGUN. CRIMINAL 

COURT  HELD.— -A  CONVICT  EXECUTED.  — PROVISIONS. NATIVES. — CON- 
VICTS.—GRANTS  OF  LAND.— SETTLERS.-^EXPENCES  HOW  TO  BE  CALCU- 
LATED.—DEATHS  IN  1793.  — PRICES  or  GRAIN^  STOCK,  AND  LABOUR.*— 
MURDER  COMMITTED. — PROVISIONS. — STORM  AT  PAR  RAMA  TT  A.— CROPS. 
A  SETTLEMENT   FIXED  AT  THE  HAWKESBURY. — NATIVES.— THE    FRANCIS 

RETURNS  PROM  NORFOLK  ISLAND. — INFORMATION. THE  NEW  ZEALAND 

NATIVES  SENT  TO  THEiR  OWN  COUNTRY.— DISTURBANCE  AT  NORFOLK 
ISLAND. — COURT  OF  ENQUIRY  AT  SYDNEY. — THE  FRANCIS  RETURNS  TO 
NORFOLK  ISLAND, — NATIVES  TROUBLESOME. — STATE  OF  PROVISIONS. 

r\N  ^e  13th  of  Oftober  the  Boddington  and  Sugar-Cane  failed  for 
Bengal,  purpoling  to  follow  in  the  Atlantic*s  track.  The  mafter  oF 
the  former  was  furniflied  with  the  copy  of  a  chart  made  on  board  the 
Pitt  Indiaman,  and  brought  to  Sydney  by  the  Britannia,  of  a  paflagc 
or  channel  found  by  that  fhip  in  the  land  named  by  Lieutenant  Short- 
land  Nfew  Georgia ;  which  channel  was  placed  in  the  latitude  of  8^ 
^o^  S.  and  in  the  longitude  of  158*"  30'  E.  and  named  **  Manning's 
Straits." 

Early  in  the  month  an  alteration  took  place  in  the  weekly  ration,  the^ 
four  pounds  of  wheat  ferved  to  the  convids  were  difcontinued,  and 
a  fubftitution  of  one  pint  of  rice,  and  two  pints  of  gram,  (an  Eaft 
India  grain  refembling  dholl^)  took  place.  The  ferving  of  wheat  was 
difcontinued  for  the  purpofe  of  ifiuing  it  as  flour ;  to  accomplifli  which,, 
a  mill  had  been  conftruded  by  a  convid,  whofe  abilities  as  a  mill- 
wright had  hitherto  laid  dormant,  and  perhaps  would  longer  have  con- 
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tinued  ib  had  they  not  been  called  forth  by  a  ddire  of  placmg  hiia* 
felf  in  competition  with  the  mill-wright  ient  by  Government  to  the 
fettlement  of  Sydney. 

His  machine  was  a  walking  mill,  the  principal  wheel  of  which  was 
fifteea  feet  in  diameter,  and  was  worked  by  two  men :  while  this 
wheel  was  performing  one  revolution,  the  mill-ftones  performed 
twenty.  As  it  had  been  in  oppofition  to  the  public  mill^wright  thaC 
he  undertook  to  conftru£t  this  mill,  he  of  courfe  derived  no  aiMance 
whatever  from  the  other's  knowledge,  and  had  to  contend  not  only 
with  his  opinion,  but  the  opinion  of  fuch  as  he  could  prejudice  againft 
him.  The  heavy  part  of  the  work,  cutting  and  bringing  in.  the  tim-^ 
ber,  and  afterwards  preparing  it,  was  performed  by  his  fellow-prifo- 
ners,  who  gave  him  their  labour  voluntarily.  He  was  three  months 
and  five  days  from  his  taking  it  in  hand  to  his  offering  it  for  the  firfl; 
trial.  On  this  trial  it  was  found  defedive  in  fome  of  the  machinery^, 
which  was  all  conftruded  of  the  timber  of  the  country,  and  not  pro* 
perly  feafoned.  Its  effefts  in  grinding  were  various ;  at  firft,  two 
bufhels  an  hour ;  afterwards  four ;  and  at  laft  only  one.  Had  the 
whole  of  the  machinery  been  upon  a  larger  fcale,  there  was  every  rea- 
fonto  fuppofe  that  it  would  have  anfwered  the  expeAation  of  the 
mod  interefled.  The  conftrudor,  however,  had  a  great  deal  of  me- 
rit, and,  perceiving  what  the  defeds  were,  undertook  to  make  ano» 
ther  upon,  a  larger  fcale  at  Sydney,  and  on  an  improved  plan.  For 
this  purpofe,  all  the  artificers  and  a  gang  of  convidts  were  fent  dowA* 
from  Parramatta,  and  were  firft  employed  in  forming  a  timber-yard  aC 
PeterQiam,  two  hundred  feet  fquare. 

At  that  place  (a  fmall  diftrid  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sydney,  fo> 
named  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor)  nine  huts  for  labouring  con* 
vifts  were  built,  and  fixiy  acres  of  government  ground  cleared  of  tim* 
tter,.  twenty  of  which  were  fown  with  Indian  com.  This  was  the 
only  addition  made  to  the  public  ground  that  feafon ;  and  the  fole  dif- 
ference that  was  obfervable  in  the  progrefs  of  their  cultivation,  con^ 
iifted  ia  ibwing  that  year  with  wheat  a  large  portion  of  that  ground- 

whichi 
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which  the  laft  year  grew  Indian  corn.  The  weather  throughout  the 
month  had  been  extremely  favourable  for  wheat. 

The  number  of  convicts  which  it  was  intended  to  receive  into  the 
New  South  Wales  corps  being  determined,  a  warrant  of  emancipation 
paffed  the  feal  of  the  territory,  giving  conditional  freedom  to  thrce- 
and-twenty  perfons  of  that  defcription,  feven  of  whom  had  been 
tranfported  for  life,  and  three  had  between  fix  and  nine  years  to  fenre. 
The  condition  of  their  pardon  was,  their  continuing  to  ferve  in  the 
corps  into  which  they  had  enlifted  until  they  fhould  be  regularly  dif- 
charged  therefrom. 

Several  frefli  proofs  of  the  incorrigible  depravity  of  the  convidls 
had  occurred  during  the  month  of  Oftober :  four  of  them  had  broken 
into  the  houfe  of  a  fettler,  where  with  large  bludgeons  they  had 
beaten  and  nearly  murdered  two  men  who  lived  with  him.  The 
hands  and  faces  of  thefe  mifcreants  were  blackened  ;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  did  not  fpeak  during  the  time  they  were  in  the  hut. 
It  was  fuppofed  that  they  were  fome  of  thofe  who  had  come  from 
Ireland  j  feven  of  whom,  with  one  woman,  had  at  this  time  abfconded 
into  the  woods. 

During  a  ftorm  of  rain  and  thunder  which  happened  in  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday  the  26th,  two  convidls,  who  were  employed  in 
cutting  wood  when  the  rain  commenced,  ran  to  a  tree  for  flielter, 
where  they  were  found  the  next  morning  lying  dead,  together  with  a 
dog  which  followed  them.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  fllelter  which 
they  fought  had  proved  their  deflrudlion,  and  that  they  had  been 
ftruck  dead  by  lightning,  fome  flafhes  of  which  had  been  obferved  to 
be  very  vivid  and  near.  One  of  them,  when  he  received  the  ftroke,  had 
his  hands  in  his  bofom  ;  the  hands  of  the  other  were  acrofs  his  breaft, 
and  he  fcemed  to  have  had  fomething  in  them.  The  pupils  of  their 
eyes  were  confiderably  dilated,  and  the  tongue  of  each,  as  well  as  th^t 
of  the  dog,  was  forced  out  between  the  teeth.  Their  faces  were  livid, 
and  the  fame  appearance  was  vifible  on  feveral  parts  of  their  bodies. 
The  tree  at  the  foot  of  which  they  were  found  was  barked  at  the  top, 

and 
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and  fome  of  its  branches  were  torn  oflf.  In  the  evening  they  were 
decently  buried  in  one  grave,  to  which  they  were  attended  by  many 
of  their  fellow-prifoners.  Mr.  Jolmfon,  to  a  difcourfe  which  he  after- 
wards preached  on  the  fubjeft,  prefixed  as  a  text  thefe  words  from  the 
firft  book  of  Samuel,  "  There  is  but  a  ftep  between  me  and  death/' 

This  was  the  firft  accident  of  the  kind  that  had  occurred  in  the 
colony,  though  lightning  more  vivid  and  alarming  had  often  been  feca 
in  ftorms  of  longer  duration. 

While  every  one  was  expefting  the  colonial  veflel,  the  Francis, 
from  New  Zealand,  the  fignal  for  a  fail  was  made  on  the  29th  ;  and 
fliortly  after,  the  Fairy,  an  American  fnow,  anchored  in  the  cove  from 
Bofton  in  New  England,  and  laft  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Paul,  whence 
Ihe  had  a  paflage  of  only  four  weeks. 

The  matter  exprefled  a  furprife  that  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  had 
not  any  fmall  craft  on  the  coaft,  as  he  obferved  a  plentiful  harveft  of 
feals  as  he  came  along.  He  had  touched  at  Port  Jackfon  merely  to 
rcfrefli,  not  having  any  thing  on  board  lor  fale  ;  his  cargo  confifting 
wholly  of  articles  of  traffic  for  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America* 

Two  of  the  fettlers,  Williams  and  Rufe,  weary  of  independence^ 
fold  each  his  farm,  with  the  houfe,  crop,  and  ftock ;  the  firft  for  fome- 
thing  lefs  than  one  hundred  pounds,  the  other  for  forty.  Both  thefe 
people  had  to  feek  employment  until  they  could  get  away ;  and  Wil- 
liams was  reduced  to  work  as  a  hireling  upon  the  ground  of  which 
he  had  been  the  mafter.  But  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  feelings  which 
would  have  rendered  this  circumftance  difagreeable  to  him. 

The  greareft  inconvenience  attending  this  transfer  of  landed  pro^ . 
perty  was,  the  return  of  fuch  a  mifcreant  as  Williams,  and  others  of 
his  defcription,  to  England,  to  be  let  loofe  again  upon  the  public. 
The  land  itfelf  went  into  the  pofleffion  of  people  who  were  interefted 
in  making  the  moft  of  it,  and  who  would  be  more  ftudious  to  raife 
plentiful  crops  for  market. 

About  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Indian  corn  were  jplanted 
at  the  different  fettlements  for  the  coming  feafon's  crop. 
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On  the   7th  of  November,  the  Francis  fchooner  returned-  from 
Dufky  Bay  in  New  Zealand.    It  was  found  that,  by  rigging  this  little 
veflel  as  a  fchooner  inftead  of  a  floop,  for  which  flic  was  built,  her 
failing  had  been  materially  afFeded.     Four  times  flie  was  blown  off 
the  coaft  of  New  Zealand.     She  left  Mr.  Raven  and  his  fliip's  com- 
pany well  at  Dulky  Bay,  but  his  people  had  taken  only  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  feal  fkins.     Mr.  Raven   ftated  the  fpruce  fir  of  that' 
country  to  be  the  fitted  wood  that  he  had  obferved  for  fliip-building,* 
and  it  might  be  procured  in  any  quantity  or  of  any  fize.   The  car- 
penter of  the  Britannia,  an  ingenious  man,  and  matter  of  his  pro- 
fcffion,  compared  it  to  Englifli  oak  for  durability  and  ftrength. 

The  natives  had  not  molefted  the  Britannia's  people :  indeed,  they 
feemed  rather  to  abhor  them ;  for,  if  by  chance,  iti  their  excurfions* 
(which  were  very  few),  they  vifited  and  left  any  thing'in  a  hut,  they 
were  fure,  on  their  next  vifit,  to  find  the  hut  pulled  down,  and  their 
pfefent  remaining  where  it  was  left.  Some  little  articles ,  which  Mr.- 
Raven  had  himfelf  placed  in  a  hut,  when  he  touched  there  to  eftaWilh 
his  little  fifliery,  were  found  three  months  after  by  his  people  in  the 
fame  fpot. 

Their  weather  had  been  very  bad  j  fevcre  gales  of  wind  from  the 
north-weft,  and  heavy  rains,  often  impeding  the  fifliery  and  other- 
labour.  A  fliock  of  an  earthquake  too  had  been  felt.  They  had  aa 
abundance  of  frefli  provifions,  ducks;  wood-hens,  and  feveral  other 
fowl,  and  caught  large  quantities  of  fifli.  The  foil,  to  a  great  depth, 
appeared  tobe  compofed  of  decayed  vegetable  fubftances. 

Nothing  appeared,  by  this  information  from  Duflcy  Bay,  that  held, 
out  encouragement  to  the  government  of  Port  Jackfon  to  make  any 
ufe  of  that  part  of  New  Zealand.     So  little  was  faid  of  the  foil,  or  face 
of  the  country,  that  no  judgment  could  be  formed  of  any  advantages 
which  might  be  expeded  from  attempting  to  cultivate  it :  a  feal-fifliery* 
there,  was  not  an  obje£t  with  it  at'prcfent ;.  and,  befide,  it  did  not  feem- 
to  pTonfife  much.  The  time  the  fchooner  was  abfent,  however,  was  not 
^h^lly  nyfapplifed,  it  proving  the  event  of  having,  as  Mr.  Raven  had 

done. 
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done,  left  twelve  pfecfple  ifor  tetl  ttionths  6h  fo  popiildus  an  illancl,  the 
inhabitants  whereof  werfe  kn6wn  to  be  fiv4ge6,  fierce  arid  warlike.  It 
might  certainly  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  people  were  unacquainted  with 
the  circumftarices  of  there  being  any  ftrangers  near  fhem  ;  and  that  con- 
fequently  they  had  hot  any  communication  with'  the  few  miferablc 
beings  who  were  occaliorialTy  feen  in  the  coves  6i  Dufky  Bay, 

On  Saturday  the  23d  of  November,  the  flour  and  rice  in  the  ftorc 
being  nearly  expended,  the  ration  was  altered  to  (he  following  pro- 
portions of  thofe  articles,  viz. : 

'to  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  fbldicrs,  overleers,  and  the  {kttUri 
from  free  people,  were  ferved, 

Of  bifcuit  or  flour  -         -         Tvsro  piounds. 

Indian  corn         -  -         -         Five  pounds.' 

Wheat         •         -        ■»         -        Two  pbii'iids. 
Peafe  -         -         -         -         Three  pints. 

To*  the  male  convJds  were  fefved,  v^oinen  and  cHifdreii  feeemng  in 
the  proportions  ilWays  oliferved, 

(Of  bifcuit  6t  ffoxi'r,  none, — and  for  tht  firPi  time  firicc  the  eilahlifii- 
jhtnt  of  tli'e'  cblttoy;) 

Wheat         .         •         -         •         ThVefe  pbiincfe.' 
Indian  corn         -        -        -        Five  pounds.' 
Paddy  •        .        J        ^^       Two  pints. 

Gram'        -       '  -         -         -'    '     Two  d\i(6. 
Thr^  w^s  univerfaliy  felr  as  the  vvorft  ration  that  Had  ever  beeri' 
ferved  frbm  his  M^jdly*s  fibres ;  and  by  the  labouring  cofivift  par- 
ticularly fo,  a^no  artible  of  grain  was  prepared  for  him  fo  ik  to  be' 
immediately  made  ufe  of.     The  quantity  that  was  now  to  be  groUnd, 
and  the  numbers  wKo  brought  gratiri  tb  the  mill,  kept  it^emjiloyed  all 
the  night  ai^wdl  as  the  day;  and  as,  flr'oin  the  fcarcity  of  mills,  every  ^ 
man  was  compelled  to  wait  for  his  turn,  tHe  day  hacl  tirbk'e  and  the' 
dtum  bfeat  fbr  l^bur,  before?  lilany  who  virent  fnto  the  milUhoufe  at 
night  had*  ije^n'  2tble'  td  get'  theif  com  ground.     The  cbrifefc|iiehce 
was,  that  many,  not  having  power  to  wait,  confumed  their  allowanee 

H  u  unpreparcdL 
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unprepared.  By  the  next  Saturday,  a  quantity  of  wheat  fufiicient  for 
one  ferving  having  been  pafTed  through  the  large  mill  at  Parramatta, 
the  convids  received  their  ration  of  that  article  ground  coarfe. 

Short  as  was  the  quantity  of  flour  in  ftore,  they  did  not,  however, 
defpair  of  being  able  to  iflue  fome  meal  of  that  feafon's  growth  before 
it  could  be  entirely  expended.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the 
wheat  that  was  fown  in  April,  about  ninety  acres,  being  perfedly  ripe, 
the  harveft  commenced ;  and  from  that  quantity  of  ground  it  was  caU 
culated  that  upwards  of  twenty-two  bufhels  an  acre  would  be  re* 
ceived.  Moft  of  the  fettlers  had  begun  to  reap ;  and  they,  as  well  as 
others  who  had  grown  grain,  were  informed,  that  "  wheat,  property 
dried  and  cleaned,  would  be  received  at  Sydney  by  the  CommiflTary  at 
ten  fhillings  the  bufliel ;  but  that  none  could  be  purchafed  from  any 
other  perfons  than  thofe  who  had  grown  it  on  their  awn  farms ;, 
neither  could  any  be  taken  into  the  (lores  at  Parramatta/^ 

The  precaution  of  receiving,  wheat  only  from  thofe  perfons  who- 
had  raifed  it,  was  intended  to  prevent  the  petty  and  rafcally  traflic 
which  would  otherwife  have  been  carried  oa  between  free  people  oflT 
the  (lores,  and  perfons  who  might  employ  them  to  fell  the  fruits  o£ 
their  depredations  on  the  pubGc  and  other  grounds.^ 

An  idea  very  generally  prevailed  among  the  convids,  that  the' 
Lieutenant-Governor  was  not  authorifed  to  caufe  a  fentence  of  deaths 
to  be  carried  into  execution :  a,  notion  that  was  in.  their  minds  con-^ 
firmed  by  the  mercy  whkli  had  been  extended  to  one  of  them  who* 
Iiad  been  condemned^  and  pardoned  by  him.  It  became,,  therefore^» 
abfolutely  neceflary^  for  their  own  fakes,,  to  let  them  fee  that  he  wasv 
not  only  pofleflTed  of  the  power,  but  that  he  would  alfb  exercife  it.  Ow 
this  account,,  a  prifoner  then  under  fentence  was  executed  oa  Tuefday^ 
the  loth  of  December;  and,  moft  fortunately,  there  did  not  exift  in^ 
the  colony  at  that  time  a  fitter  ohjcGt  for  example.  The  poor  wretch,, 
tf>  his  laft  moment,  cheri(hed  the  idea  that  he  (hould  not  fufier ;  and. 
cpnfequently  could  have  been  ill  prepared  for  the  change  that  he  was^ 
about  to  experience.. 

Independent 
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Independent  of  the  confideration  that  this  man  had  long  been  a 
proper  object  of  fevere  puniftiment,  to  have  pardoned  him  (even 
on  any  condition)  would  only  hare  tended  to  ftrengthen  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  not  the  power  of  life  and 
death ;  icnd  many  daring  burglaries  and  other  enormities  would  have 
followed. 

On  the  7th,  the  peafe  which  had  been  ferved  to  the  civil  and  mi* 
litary,  and  the  gram  ferved  to  the  convicts,  were  withdrawn,  and  an 
equal  quantity  of  wheat  fupplied  in  their  dead. 

On  Monday  the  9th i  the  laft  pound  of  flour  was  ferved  out.  This 
total  deprivation  of  fo  valuable,  fo  eflential  an  article  in  the  food  of 
man,  happened,  fortunately,  at  a  feafon  when  its  place  could  in  fome 
roeafure  be  fupplied  immediately,  the  harveft  having  been  all  fafely 
got  in  at  Toongabbe  in  the  beginning  of  the  month ;  about  the  middle 
of  it  eight  hundred  bufhels  were  threfhed  out ;  and  on  Monday  the 
16th  the  civil  and  military  received  each  feven  pounds  of  wheat 
coarfely  ground  from  the  mill  at  Parramatta.  This  mill,  from  the 
brittlenefs  of  the  timber  with  which  it  was  conftruded,  was  found  to 
be  unequal  to  the  confumption  of  the  fettlements.  The  cogs  fre* 
quently  broke,  and  hence  it  was  not  of  any  great  utility.  To  remedy- 
this  inconvenience,  a  convidl  blackfmith  undertook  to  produce  one- 
iron  hand-mill  each  week,  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
two  guineas ;  and  by  this  means  feveral  mills  were  diftributed  in  the 
fettlements. 

The  fait  meat  being  the  next  article  which  threatened  a  fpecdy  ex- 
penditure, on  the  8th  one  pound  was  taken  from  the  weekly  allow- 
ance of  beef;  and  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  Indian  corn  remaining  in 
ftore,  the  maleconvifts  received  eight  pounds  of  new  wheat,  whole; 
and  only  three  pounds  of  Indian  corn,  or  paddy,  were  ferved, ; 

The  paffion  for  liquor  was  fo  predominant  among  the  people,  that 
it  operated  like  a  mania,  there  being  nothing  which  they  would,  not 
rilk  to  obtain  it :  and  while  fpirits  were  to  be  had,  tihofe  who  did 
any  extra  labour  refufed  to  be  paid  in  money,  or  any  othjsr  article 
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than  fpirits,  which  were  now,  frpm  their  fcarcity,  fol4  at  fix  (hilliags 
per  bottle.  A  fettler  of  the  uame  of  Webb,  having  procured,  a  frnall 
ilill  from  England,  found  it  niore  advantageous  tp  dra\y  aq  ardent^ 
diabolical  fpirit  from  his  wheats  than  to  fend  it  to  the  (lore  and  receiya 
ten  {hillings  per  bufhel  from  the  Commiffary.  From  one  bufhel  o£| 
wheat  he  obtained  nearljr  five  quarts  of  fpirit,  which  he  fold,  or  p^id 
in  exchange  for  labour,  at  five  and  fix  fhillings  per  quarts 

McDonald,  a  fettler  at  the  Field  of  Mars,  n^ade  ^  diiTerei^t  and  a  better, 
life  of  the  produce  of  his  fartn.  Hayjqg  a  mill,  he  grqi^nd  and  drefledi 
his  yJhefit,  and  fold  it  to  a  b^akpr  at  Sydney  at  fourpence  per  pound, 
procuring  forty-four  pounds  of.  good  flour  from  ^  bufhel  of  whcjat^ 
which  was  taken  at  fifty-nine  pounds*  This,  perfon  alfo  killed  a. 
wether  fheep  (the  produce  of  what  had  been  given  to  him  by  Gor 
vernor  Phillip),  and  fold  it  at  two  fhillings  per  pound,  each  quarter, 
weighing  about  fifteen  pounds. 

The  town  of  Sydney  had  this  year  increafsd  confiderably;  not 
fev^r  than  one  hundred  and  fixty  huts,  befide  five  barracks^  having, 
been  added  finpe  the  departure  of  Governor  Phillip.  Some  of.  thejfe 
were  large,  and  to.each  of  them  upwards  of  fourteen  huadred  hricl». 
"V^ere  allowed  for  a  chimney  and  floor.  Thefe  huts  extended  fo  a9» 
nearly  to  ^nite  that  diflridl  with  the  town. 

Ahout  the  latter  end  of  the  month  a  large  party  of  the  natives  atT- 
tacked  fome  fettlers  who  were  returning  from  Parramatta  toToongabbe^ 
and  took  from  them  all  the  provifions  which  they  had  juft  received 
&om  the  ftore.  By  flyiQg  immediately  iato  the  woods,  they  eluded 
all  purfuit  and  fearch.  They  were  of  the  hunter's  or  woodman'a  tribe,, 
people  who  feldom  came  among  the  Englifh,  and  who  confequently. 
Vere  little  known. 

The  natives  who  lived  about  Sydney  appeared  to  place  the  utmoft. 
confidence  in  its  inhabitants^  choofing  a  clear  fpot  between  the  towa 
and  the  brick-field  for  the  performance  of  any  of  their  rites  and  cere- 
monies; and  for  three  evenings  the  town  had  been  amufed  with  one: 
©f  their  fpeftacles,  whicbk  might  properly  have  beea  denominated  a. 

tragedy^ 
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tragedy*  for  it  was^tj:w4ed  with  a  great  efFufioa  of  blood.  Itap-. 
p^z^red  from  the  beft  acooucK  that  qould  be  procured,  thatone  or  more 
murdei's  h^vjL^g  b^eAQoawTittfid  in  the  night,  the  affaflins,  who  were^ 
Immediately  known,  were  compelled,  according  to  the  cuftoni  of  the 
Qountry,  to  meet  the  r^Eition^  of  the  deceafed,  who  were  to  avenge 
their  deaths  by  throwing  fpears,  and  drawing  blood  for  blood.  One 
native  of  thq  tribe  of  Gammerray,  a. very  fine  fellow,  named  Carradab^ 
who  had  ftabbed  another  in  the  night,  but  not  mortally,  was  obliged 
to  ftand  for  two  evenings  expofed  to  the  fpears  not  only  of  the  maa 
whom  he  had  wounded,  but:  of  ffrveral  other  natives*  He  was  fuft 
ifiifd^  indeed,  to  cover  himfelf  w4th  a  bark  (hield,  and  he  behaved 
with  the  greatelt  courage  ^nd  refolytion.  Whether  his  principal  ad^ 
Terfary  (the  wounded  man)  found  that  he  poiTeflTed  too  much  dtfcn^ 
five  fldll  to  admit  of  hia  w-ounding  him,  or  whether  it  was  a  necc£*  ♦ 
fary  part  of  his.  puuifhrnent,  was  not  known  with  any  certainty ;  but 
on  the  fecand  day  that  Garradah .  had  been  oppoled"  to  him  and 
lus  party^  after  having  received  feveral  of  their  fpears  on  his  flhield, 
-v^ithout  fuftaining  any  injury,  he  fuffered  the  other  to  pin  his  left  arm 
(below  th^  elbow)  to  his  fide,  without  making  any  refiftance;  pre-- 
irented,  perhaps^  by  the  uplifted  fpeara  rfthe  other  natives^  whd  could 
eafily  have  djeftroyed  hlna,  by  throwing  at  him  in  different  difedionft.! 
Carjadah  ftood»  for  fon>e  time  after  thia,  defending  himfclf,  although 
inrounded  in  the  arnsi  which  held  the  fhield^  until  his  adverfarics  hadi 
iwt  a  whole  fpear  left,  and  had  retired  ta  colled  the  fragments  and 
piece  them  together.  On  his  fitting  down^  his  left  hand  appeared  to* 
be  very  much  convulfed,  and  the  principal  furgeon  of  the  fettlement 
was  of  opinion  that  the  fpear  had  pierced  one  of  the  nerves.  The 
bufinefs  was  refumed  when  they  bad  repaired  their  weapons,  and  the 
,fray  appeared  to  be  general,  men,  womeny  and  children  mingling  in 
hj  giving  and  reqeiving  many  fever^  wounds,  before  night  put  an  end 
to  their  warfare. 

What  rendered  this  fort  of  conteft  as  unaccomitable  as  it  was  ex- 
traordinary was,  that  friendihip .  and  alliance  were  known  to  fubfift 

between 
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between  feveral  that  were  oppofed  to  each  other,  who  fought  with  all 
the  ardour  of  the  bittereft  enemies,  and  who,  though  wounded,  de- 
clared the  party  by  whom  they  had  been  hurt  to  be  good  and  brave, 
and  their  friends. 

Poflefling  by  nature  a  good  habit  of  body,  the  combatants  very 
foon  recovered  of  their  wounds  ;  and  it  was  underftood,  that  Carradah 
had  not  entirely  expiated  his  offence,  having  yet  another  trial  to  un- 
dergo from  fome  natives  who  had  been  prevented  by  abfence  from 
joining  in  the  ceremonies  of  thefe  evenings. 

Among  the  conveniencies  that  were  now  enjoyed  in  the  colony, 
muft  be  mentioned  the  introdudion  of  paflage^boats,  which,  for  the 
benefit  of  fettlers  and  others,  were  allowed  to  go  between  Sydney  and 
i^arramatta.  They  were  the  property  of  perfons  who  had  ferved 
their  refpedive  terms  of  tranfportation ;  and  from  each  pafTenger  one 
fhilling  was  required  for  his  pafTage ;  luggage  was  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  one  fhilling  per  cwt. ;  and  the  entire  boat  could  be  hired  by^ 
one  perfon  for  fix  fhillings.  This  was  a  great  accommodation  to  the 
defcription  of  people  whom  it  was  calculated  to  ferve;  and  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  boats  found  it  very  profitable  to  themfelves. 

The  boat-builders  and  (hipwrights  found  occupation  enough  for 
their  leifure  hours,  in  building  boats  for  thofe  who  could  afford  to  pay 
them  for  their  labour.  Five  and  fix  gallons  of  fpirits  was  the  price ; 
but  many  of  them  were  badly  put  together,  and  threatened  deflruction 
to  whoever  might  unfortunately  be  caught  in  them  with  a  fail  up  in 
blowing  weather. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month  ten  grants  of  land  received  the  Lieu<« 
tenant-Governor's  fignature.  Five  allotments  of  twenty-five  acres 
each,  and  one  of  thirty,  were  given  to  fix  non-commiffioned  officers  of 
the  New  South  Wales  corps,  who  had  chofen  an  eligible  fituation  nearly 
mid-way  between  Sydney  and  Parramatta ;  and  who,  in  conjundioil 
with  four  other  fettlers,  occupied  a  diflria  to  be  diftingurflied  in  future 
by  the  name  of  Concord.  Thefe  allotments  extended  inland  from  the 
water's  fide,  within' two  miles  of  the  diflriti  named  Liberty  Plains* 

The 
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The  fcttlcra  at  the  latter  place  appeared  to  have  very  unpr6du£live 
erops,  having  fown  their  wheat  lat6.  They  were,  indeed,  of  opinion^ 
that  they  had  made  a  hafty  and  bad  choice  of  fituatioa ;  but  this  was 
nothing  more  than  the  language  of  difappoihtment,  as  little  judgment 
Gould  be  formed  of  what  any  foil  ih  that  country  would  produce  until 
k  had  beea  properly  worked,  drefled,  cleanfed,  and  purged  of  the  four 
quality  that  was  naturally  inherent  in  it,  which  it  derived  from  the 
droppings  of  wet  from  the  leaves  of  gum  and  other  trees,  and  which; 
were  known  to  be  of  an  acrid  deftrudive  nature. 

Another  barrack  for  officers  had  been  got  up  in  the  eourfe  of  the 
month  ;  but,  for  want  of  tiles,  was  only  partly  covered  in.  The  great 
want  of  tiles  that  was  occafionally  fdt,  proceeded  from  there  being' 
only  one  perfon  in  the  place  who  was  capable  of  moulding  them,  and 
lie  could  never  bura  more  than  thirty  thoufand  in  fix  weeks,,  being 
obliged  to  burn  a  birge  quantity  of  bricks  in  the  fame  kilns..  It  re- 
quired near  flxty-nine  thoufand  bricks  to  complete  the  building  of  one- 
barrack,  and  twenty-one  thoufand  tiles  to  cover  it  in^  The  number 
of  tiles  rendered  uielefs  by  carriage,  and  deftroyed  in  the  kilns,  wa& 
cftimated  at  about  thsee  thoufand  in  each,  kiln,^  and  fifteea  thoufand 
were  generally  burnt  off  at  a  time. 

,  To  fumilh  bricks  for  thefe  barracks,  and  other  buildings,  three 
gangs  were  conftantly  at  work,  finding  employmenl  for  three  overfbers, 
and  about  eighty  conviSs; 

To  convey  thefe  materials  from  the  brickfield  to  the  barraclc- 
ground,  a  diftance  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  three  brick-carts- 
were  employed,  each  drawn  by  twelve  men,  under  the  diredion  of 
one  overfeer.  Seven  hundred  tiles,  or  three  hundred  and  fifty  bricks, 
were  brought  by  each  cart,  and  every  cart  iti  the  day  brought  either 
five  loads  of  bricks,  or  four  of  tiles.  To  bring  in  the  timber  neceflary 
for  thefe  and  other  buildings,  fom:  timber-carriages  were  employed, 
each  being  drawn  by  twenty-four  men.  In  addition  to  thefe,  to  each 
carriage  were  annexed  two  fallers,  and  one  overfeer,-  making  a  total 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  who  muft  be  employed  in 

4  ^^T 
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any  fuch  heavy  labour  as  the  baildmg  c^f  a  batrack  or  a  ftotehblife, 
exclufive  of  the  fawycrs,  carpenterd,  fmiths,  painters,  glaziers,  and 
ftone-mafons,  without  whofe  labour  they  could  not  be  completed. 

The  expence  of  vidualling  and  clothing  thefe  people  (both  their 
provifions  and  the  materials  for  making  thfeir  clothes  being  augmented 
above  their  prime  coft,  by  freight,  and  by  the  coft  of  what  might  be 
damaged  and  ufelefs)  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  confiderable;  and  muft 
be  taken  into  account,  together  with  the  coft  of  tools  and  of  fuch  ma^ 
tcrials  as  were  not  to  be  procured  in  the  country,  when  calculating  th€ 
cxpences  of  the  public  works  eroded  in  that  colony. 

There  died  between  the  ift  of  January  and  the  31ft  of  December; 
both  inclufive,  two  fettlei^,  feven  ibldiers,  leventy*eight  male  and 
twenty- fix  female  conviifls,  and  twettty-nine  children^  One  mala 
convidi  was  executed ;  fix  were  loft  i^  the  wood's^ ;  one  was  found 
dead  in  the  woods ;  one  killed  by  tht  fall  of  a  trde,  and!  two  wefo 
killed  by  lightning ;  making  a  decreafe  by  deatlv  and  accidwrtff  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  perfons,  To' this  dfed«tffe  may  bd  added,  fbut 
male  convicts,  who  had  found  means  to  efeape  firorti  the  colony  ott 
board  of  fome  of  the  {hips-  which  had  been  thete.- 

The  following  were  the  prices  of  grain,  Kve  arid  d^ad  (h>ck,  gro^ 
eery,  fpirits,  &c.  as  they  wwe  fald  or  valued  at  iSj^dtiey,  between 
t^hich  and  Parramatta  there  wa^but  a  triflin'g' differenci?. 


Wheat  per  bufliel,  for  cafti,  los*. 
Ditto  in  payment  for  labour,.  145. 
Maize  per  buQiel,  for  cafli,.  7$. 
^itto,   in  payment  for  labour, 

I2S.  6d. 
Caffre  corn,.5s* 
5ngli(h*  flour  per  pound,  6d; 
IJlouf  of  the  .country^  for  c^&ijdt 
Dittp)  forr  labpw^  4{}«  * 


VEGETABLES. 

Potatoes  per  cwt,  los. 
Ditto  per  pound,,  i|d. 

LIV'E  AND  DEAD  STOCK. 

Ewes  (Cape)  from  61.  to  81.  8s. 
Wethers  (Capejfrom  4k  tojl.  losv 
She  goat&^  fulKgrown,  81.  Ss. 
Ditto,,  half  grown,  4I.  '4s.. 
Male  goat,  full  grown,.  2I. 
Breeding. fQW8,.from  3U  to  61. 

Sucking 
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Sucking  pig^i  6s. 

A  full-grown  hog»  from  3)^  to 

3I  xo«. 
Turkeys,  per  couple,  2U  23. 
Ducks,  per  couple,  los. 
Iiayidg  heas^  each  56. 
A  full^growa  cock,  48. 
Half-growa  fowls,  as* 
Chickem  fix  weeks  oM,  per  cou^ 
'  ple»  as. 

Fre(h  pork^  per  poond^  ^d. 
Mutton,  per  pound,  from  2s.  to 

28.  6d* 
Kangooroo,  per  pound,  ^ 
Salt  pork,  per  pound,  gd. 
Salt  beef,  per  pound,  6d. 

OROCSltlES. 

Tea,  green,  from  12s.  to  x6& 
Tea,  black,  from  los.  to  I2S. 
Loaf  fugar,  per  pound,  is.  6d. 
Fine  moift  ditto,  2s. 
Coarie  moift  ditto,  is«  6d. 


Butter,  from  as,  per  ficmnd  to>  JMr^ 

6d. 
Cheefe^  from  as.  per  po«nd  ta  a«« 

6d.  ,; 

Soap,  per  pound,  from  as.  fa  50* 
Tobacco,  per  pouad^  frQm  is,  to 

IS.  6d* 
Lamp  Oil,  made  from  (bark's  liver,. 

per  gallon,  4a. 

WINE, — SPIRITS, — PORTBR* 

Jamaica  rum,  per  gallon,  from  iL 

to  iL  8s. 
Rum  (American),  from  16a.  per 

gallon  to  il. 
Goniac  brandy^  per  gallon,.  &om 

i6s.  to  il.  4s.      . 
Cape  brandy^  per  gallon,  from  i6z. 

to  iL 
Cherry  brandy,  per  do2tn,  3I  f  aa^. 
Wine  (Gape  Madeira)  per  gall,  x  as* 
Porter,   per  gallon,  from  48.  to 
6s. 


The  high  prices  of  wine,  {pints,  and  porter,  proceeded  not  only 
from  their  fcarcity,  but  from  the  great  avidity  with  which  they  were 
procured  by  the  generality  of  the  people  in  thefe  fettlements,  with 
whom  money  was  of  fo  little  value,  that  the  purchafer  had  been  often 
known  (inftead  of  a&ing)  to  name  himfelf  a  price  for  the  article  that 
he  wanted,  fixing  it  at  as  high  again  as  would  otherwife  have  been 
required  of  him. 

The  live  ftock  in  the  country  belonging  to  individuals  was  confined 
to  three  or  four  pedbns,  who  fcept  up  the  price  in  order  to  create  an 
intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  it.  An  EngliOi  cow,  in  calf,  was  fold 
by  one  officer  to  another  for  eighty  pounds ;  and  the  calf,  which 

1 1  proved 
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proved  a  male,  was  fold  for  fifteen  pounds.  A  mare,  although  aged 
and  defedivtf,  had  been  fold  for  forty  pounds.  It  muft  be  remarked, 
however,  that  in  thefe  fales  flock  itfclf  was  generally  the  currency  of 
the  country,  one  kind  of  animals  being  commonly  exchanged  for 
another. 

Labour  was  alfo  propottionally  high :  where  money  was  paid,  it 
was  taken  at  the  reputed  value ;  but  where  articles  were  given  in  lifcu 
of  labour,  they  were  charged  according  to  the  prices  ftated. 

The  mafters  of  merchantmen,  who  generally  made  it  their  bufinefs, 
immediately  on  their  arrival,  to  learn  the  prices  of  commodities  in  the 
colony,  finding  them  fo  extravagantly  high  as  before  related,  thought 
it  not  their  concern  to  reduce  them  to  any  thing  like  a  fair  equitaUe 
value;  but,  by  afking  themfelves  what  mud  be  confidered  a  high 
price,  after  every  proper  allowance  for  rilk,  infiirance,  and  lofs,  kept 
up  the  extravagant  nominal  value  which  every  thing  bore  in  the 
colony. 

A  report  that  had  been  fpread  fome  months  before,  of  a  watchman 
belonging  to  the  townihip  of  Parramatta  having  been  murdered,  never 
having  been  confirmed,  either  by  finding  the  body  among  the  (lalks 
of  Indian  corn,  as  was  expeded,  or  by  any  one  fubfequent  circum- 
flance,  it  was  hoped  that  the  ftory  had  been  fabricated,  and  that  mur- 
der was  a  crime  which  had  not  hitherto  ftained  the  annals  of  the 
colony.  In  proportion,  indeed,  as  the  numbers  increafed,  and  the  in- 
liabitants  began  to  pofiefs  thofe  comforts  or  necefiaries  which  might 
prove  temptations  to  the  idle  and  the  vicious,  that  high  and  horrid 
offence  mull,  in  common  with  others  of  the  fame  tendency,  be  expeded 
to  exift ;  but  at  that  moment  all  thought  their  perfons  fecure,  thou^ 
their  property  was  frequently  invaded.  On  the  5th  of  January 
1794,  however,  an  elderly  convidl,  employed  to  go  out  with  the  cattle 
at  Parramatta,  was  moft  barbaroufly  murdered.  The  cattle,  having  loft 
their  condudor,  remained  that  night  in  the  woods ;  and  when  they 
were  lound,  the  abfence  of  their  keeper  excited  an  s^prehenfion  that 
fome  accident  had  befallen  him.  His  body  was  not  difcovered^  bow- 
ever, 
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<5ver,  until  the  WedncfdAy  following  j  when,  by  the  fnorting  and  great 
uneafinefs  of  the  cattle,  which  had  been  driven  out  for  the  purpofe, 
it  was  perceived  lying  in  a  hollow  or  ravine,  into  which  it  had  been 
thrown  by  thofe  mercilefs  wretches  who  had  butchered  him,  covered 
with  logs,  boughs,  and  grafs.  Some  native  dogs,  led  by  the  fcent  of 
human  blood,  had  found  it,  and  by  gnawing  off  both  the  hands,  and 
the  entire  fleih  from  one  arm,  had  added  confiderably  to  the  horrid 
fpe£tacle  which  the  body  exhibited. 

This  unfortunate  man  had  imprudently  beaded  of  being  worth 
a  good  deal  of  money,  and  that  he  always  carried  it  with  him  fewed 
up  in  fome  part  of  his  clothes,  to  guard  againfl:  loiing  it.  If  this  was 
true,  what  he  carried  with  him  certainly  proved  his  deftrudioq ;  if 
not,  the  cacaftrophe  muft  be  attributed  to  his  indifcreet  declarations. 
By  the  various  wounds  which  he  had  received,  it  appeared  that  he 
mud  have  well  defended  himfelf,  and  could  not  have  parted  with  his 
life  until  overpowered  by  numbers ;  for,  though  advanced  in  years,  he 
was  a  (lout  mufcular  man  ;  and  it  was  from  this  circumflance  cea- 
cluded,  that  m.pre  than  one  perfon  was  concerned  in  the  murder  o£ 
him.  To  difcover,  if  poflible,  the  perpetrators  of  this  atrocious  offence, 
one  or  two  men  Oif  bad  charaders  were  taken  up  an4  ex;amined,  as 
well  as  all  the  people  employed  about  the  ftock-^yard :  but  nothing 
appeared  that  tended  to  fix  it  upon  any  one  of  them  ;  and,  defirable 
as  it  was  that  they  ihould  be  brought  to  that  punifhment  which  fooner 
or  later  awaited  them,  it  was  feared  that  until  fome  riot  or  difagree- 
meat  among  themfelves  (hould  occur,  no  clue  would  be  farnifhed 
that  could  lead  to  their  detedion.  In  tracing  the  motives  that  could 
lead  to  this  murder,  the  pernicious  vice  of  gaming  prefented  itfelf  as 
the  firft  and  grand  caufe.  To  fuch  excefs  was  this  purfuit  carried 
among  the  convids,  that  (bme  .had  been  known,  after  lofing  pro- 
vifions,  money,  and  all  their  fpare  clothing,  to  have  flaked  and  loll 
the  very  clothes  on  their  'wretched  backs,  flanding  in  the  midft  of 
their  affociates  as  naked,  and  as  indifferent  about  it,  as  the  unconfcious 
natives  of  the  country  which  thefegamblers  di%raced.     Money  was^ 

11^  however, 
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however,  ihc  principal  objeA  with  thefe  people  j  for  with  money  ihef 
could  purchafe  fpirits,  or  whatever  clfc  their  paffions  made  them 
covet,  and  the  colony  could  furnifli.  They  had  been  feen  to  play  at 
their  favourite  games,  cribbage  and  all-fours,  for  fix,  eight,  and  ten 
dollars  each  game ;  and  thofe  who  were  not  expert  at  thefe,  inftead  of 
pence,  toffed  up  for  dollars.  Their  meetings  were  fcenes  of  quar- 
relling, fwearing,  and  every  profanenefs  that  might  be  expefted  from 
the  difTolute  manners  of  thofe  who  compofed  them ;  and  to  this  irt^ 
proper  pradtice  inuft  undoubtedly  be  attributed  mofk  of  the  vices  that 
exiftcd  in  the  colony,  as  pilferings,  garden-robberies,  burglaries,  pro- 
fanation of  the  fabbath,  and  murder. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  one  fmaTl  cow  and  a  Bengal  fteet 
(both  private  property)  were  killed,  and  iffued  to  the  non-commit 
fioned  oflBcers  and  privates  of  two  companies  of  the  New  South  Wale^ 
corps.  This  was  but  the  third  dme  that  frefh  beef  had  been  tafted  by 
the  colonifts  of  that  coirotry ;  once,  it  may  be  remembered,  in  the 
yeat  1788,  and  a  fecond  time  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the 
officers  of  the  fettlement  were  entertained  by  the  Spaniih  captaioe.  At 
that  time,  however,  had  they  not  been  itiformed  that  they  were  eating 
beef,  they  would  never  have  difcovered  it  by  the  flaveur;  and  it  certainly 
happened  to  more  than  one  Engfifliman  that  ^ay,  to  eat  his  favourite 
viand  without  recognlfmg  the  tafte.  The  Spanifh  mode  of  roafti^g 
beef  or  mutton  was,  lirft  to  boil  and  then  to  brown  the  joint  before 
the  fire. 

The  beef  that  was  killed  was  fold  to  the  foldiers  at  eighteen-pence 
per  pound.  The  two  animals  together  weighed  three  hundred  and 
feventy-two  pounds. 

Accounts  were  received  at  Sydney  of  an  uncommon  ftorm  of  wind, 
accompanied  with  rain,  which  liad  occwred  at  Parramatta.  In  its 
violence  it  bordered  on  a  hurricane,  running  in  a  vein,  and  in  a  di* 
re£^^n  from  the  eaft  to  weft.  The  weft-end  of  tbe  Governor's  hut 
N  was  injured,  the  paling  round  fome  &rms  which  lay  in  its  paflfage 
were  levelled,  and  a  great  deal  of  Indian  corn  was  much  damaged^ 

I  It 
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It  was  not,  however,  fell  at  Sydney,  nor,  fortunately,  at  Toongabbe ; 
and  was  of  fhort  duration ;  but  the  rain  was  reprefented  as  having 
been  very  heavy.  The  dimate  was  well  known  to  be  fubjeft  to 
fudden  gufts  of  wind  and  changes  of  weather  j  but  nothing  of  this 
violence  had  been  before  experienced. 

It  was  found  that  the  fettlers,  notwitbftanding  the  plentiful  croprs 
which  in  general  they  might  be  faid  to  have  gathered,  gave  no  affiA-* 
ance  to  Government  by  fending  any  into  (lore.  They  appeared  to 
be  moft  feduloufly  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  their  grain  in  any  way 
that  they  could ;  fome  by  brewing  and  diftilling  it  j  fome  by  baking 
it  into  bread,  and  indulging  their  own  propenfities  in  eating ;  otheifs 
by  paying  debts  contradied  by  gaming.  Even  the  farms  themfelvea 
were  pledged  and  loft  in  this  way ;  thofe  very  farms  which  un- 
doubtedly were  capable  of  furnifliing  them  with  an  honeft  comfort- 
able maintenance  for  life. 

It  was  pretty  well  afcertained,  that  their  crops  had  yielded  at  the 
leaft  feven  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat*  Of  the  different  diftrifts,  that 
of  Profped  Hill  proved  to  be  the  moft  produdive  j  fome  grounda 
there  returned  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  for  one.  Next  to  the  diftridl 
of  Profpeft  Hill,  the  Northern  Boundary  farms  were  the  beft ;  but 
many  of  the  fettlers  at  the  other  diftridls  afcribed  their  mifcarriage 
more  to  the  late  periods  at  which  their  grounds  were  fown,  than  to 
any  poverty  of  the  foil. 

The  grounds  in  cultivation  on  account  of  Government,  which  ha<J 
been  fown  with  wheat,  (three  hundred  and  fixty  acres,)  was  found  to 
have  produced  about  the  fame  quantity  as  that  raifed  by  the  fettlers. 
Through  the  want  of  flour,  the  confumption  of  this  article  was  very 
great }  and  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  half  of  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the.  laft  feafon  (referving  twelve  hundred  bufhels  for  kcd)  had 
been  ifTued.  This  afforded  but  a  gloomy  profpe£l  j  for  it  was  much 
feared,  that  unlefs  fupplies  arrived  in  time,  the  Indian  corn  would  not 
^ripe  foon  enough  to  favc  the  feed  wheatt 

On 
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On  the  25th,  the  grain  from  Bengal  being  expended,  and  no  more 
Indian  corn  of  the  lad  year's  growth  remaining  that  could  be  faved, 
the  public  were  informed,  that  from  that  time  no  other  grain  than 
wheat  could  be  iflued ;  and  accordingly  on  that  day  the  male  convids 
received  for  their  week's  fubfiftence  three  pounds  of  pork  and  eight 
pounds  of  wheat;  and  one  pound  more  of  wheat  was  iflued  to  tlie 
jcivil  and  military. 

In  this  unprovided  ftate  of  the  fettlement,  the  return  of  Mr.  Bamp- 
ton  with  his  piomifed  cargo  began  to  be  anxioufly  expedled.  The 
completion  of  the  Britannia's  voyage  was  alfo  looked  forward  to^  as  a 
defirable  event,  though  to  be  expedted  at  a  fomewhat  later  period ; 
and  ev^ry  fhower  of  rain,  as  it  tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  Indian 
corn  then  growing,  was  received  as  a  fort  of  prefage  that  at  leail  the 
feed-wheat|  the  hopes  of  the  next  feafon,  would  be  fafe. 

Another  divifion  of  fettlers  was  added  to  the  lift  of  thofe  already 
jeftablifhed*  Williams  and  Rufe,  having  got  rid  of  the  money  which 
they  had  refpedively  received  for  their  farms,  were  permitted,  with 
fome  others,  to  open  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkefbury,  be- 
ginning with  much  fpirit,  and  forming  to  themfelves  very  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  At  the  end  of  the  month  they  had  cleared  feveral 
acres,  and  were  in  fome  forwardnefs  with  a  few  huts.  The  natives 
had  not  given  them  any  interruption.  Thofe  people,  however,  had 
not  been  fo  quiet  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Parramatta,  between  which 
fettlement  and  Profpedl  Hill  fome  fettlers  had  been  attacked  by  a  party 
of  armed  natives,  and  ftripped  of  their  provifions.  Thefe  favages 
were  very  defirous  of  poflefEng  the  clothing  and  provifions  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  it  was  noticed,  that  as  the  corn  ripened,  they  con- 
ftantly  drew  together  round  the  fettlers'  farms,  and  round  the  public 
grounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  committing  depredations. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  the  Francis  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland. 
By  her  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ftated  that  his  crops  had  been 
abundant,  and  plenty  was  reigning  among  all  defcriptlons  of  people  in 

the 
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the  ^fland.  His  vrheat  was  cut,  the  firft  of  it  on  the  2sift  0f  fObreilifisr^t 
and  the  harveft  was  well  got  in  by  Chriftmas-day.  About  two  thotl^ 
fand  bufbels  were  the  calculated  produce  of  this  crop,  which  would 
have  been  greater  but  for  the  want  of  rain.  Of  the  maize,  the  firft 
crop  (having  always  two)  was  gathering  while  the  fchooner  was  there, 
and,  notwithftanding  the  drought,  turned  out  well ;  from  one  acre  and 
a  quarter  of  ground,  one  hundred  and  fix  bufhels  had  been  gathered  ^ 
but  it  was  pretty  generally  eftabliflitid  on  the  iiland,  that  thirty-fix 
bulhels  of  msuze  might  be  taken  a&the  average  produce  of  aa  acre  of 
ground* 

The  fuperior  fertility  of  the  foil  at  Norfolk  liTand  to  that  of  Neir 
South  Wales  had  never  been  doubted  The*  followmg  account  of  the 
laft  year's  crop  was  tranfmitted  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Ring : 

From  November  1792  to  November  1793  the  crop  of  maixe 
amounted  to  -  -         3247  bulhels. 

Wheat  •        -  -         1302  dittos 

Calavances  -  -  50  ditto. 

Purchafed  in  the  above  time  from  fettlers  and  others,,  at  five  {hillings 
per  bufliet,  -  -  360a  bufhelsi 

Referved  by  them  for  feed  3000  ditto  of  maize; 

300  ditto  of  wheat. 
300  ditto  of  calavances,  and 
50  tons  of  potatoes. 
Which,  together  with  three  hundred  and  five  bufliels  of  maize  brought 
from  thence  with  the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  at  the 
relief  in  March,  made  a  total  of     i  o,  i  jra  bufliels  of  maize,, 

1602  ditto  wheat, 
350  ditto  cal)3ivances^ 
50  tons  potatoes^ 
raifed  on  Norfolk  Ifland  in  one  twelve*mooth,  on  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  acre&  of  ground. 

Of  this  crop,  and  of  what  had  been  purchafed,  there  remained  in 
the  public  ftorcs,  when  the  fchooner  left  the  iiland^  fbrty-thrcje  wtfeks* 

maize 
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maice  and  rituNit ;  la  addition  to  which,  the  Lieutenant-Govornor 
AjppQfed  thftt  he  fhould  haye  that  feafon,  after  referving  five  hundred 
bufhels  for  feed,  fufHcient  of  that  article  for  the  confumption  of  fix. 
Ijundred  and  ninety-nine,  perfons*,  the  whole  number  of  people 
vidtuajled  there  from  the  (lores,  for  fourteen  weeks^  at  the  rate  of  ten 
pounds  per  man  per  week ;  and  fifty-eight  weeks*  maize,  at  twelve 
pounds  per  week.  He  had  befides,  at  the  cftablilhed  ration^  twelve 
weeks*  beef,  twenty-nine  weeks'  pork,  five  weeks*  molafles,  and  thirty, 
weeks'  oil  and  fugar.  The  whole  forming  an  abundance  that  feeraed 
to  place  the  evil  hour  of  want  and  dillrefs  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
excite  much  alarm  or  apprehenfion  of  its.  occurring  there^ 
'  The  fettlement  had  been  fo.  healthy,  that  no  lofs  by  death  had  hap- 
pened fince  their  laft  account ;  and  when  the  fchooner  failed  v^ry  few 
were  fick.  Only  fixty-three  perfons  had  died  In  the  laft  two  years 
and  fixty-three  days ;  in  which  time  ninety-five  children  had  been 
born  f .  Every  defcripiion  of  ftock,  except  fome  Cape  iheep  which 
did  not  breed,  was  equally  healthy  as  the  inhabitants,  and  were  in- 
creafing  falL 

The  two  natives  of  New  Zealand,  who  had  been  fent  to  Mr.  King,  .^ 
having  completed  the  purpofe  for  which  they  had  been  fenl  (by  giving 
fuch  inftrudion  m  the  procefs  of  preparing  the  flax-plaht,  that  even 
with  very  bad  materials  a  few  hands  could  manufadure  thirty  yards 
of  good  canvas  in  a  week),  and  having  manifefted  much  anxiety,  on 
the  appearance  of  any  fliip,  to  return  to  their  friends  and  native 
cQuntry,  though  treated  with  every  attention  and  kindnefs  that  could 
difpel  their  feara  and  conciliate  their  good  opinion,  Mr«  King  thought 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  wiihes  (the  Britannia 
having  called  at  the.ifland  ia  her  way  to  Bengal).     That  they  might 

•  The  whole  number  in  the  fettlement  amounted  to  one  thoufand  and  eight  perfons. 

-J-  By  the  Commiffary*s  books  there  were,  on  the  20th  of  February  1794,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  children  in  the  three  fettlemcnts  at  Port  Jackfon.  On  the  ^cth  of  January,  by  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  King's  retttm,  there  were^  oae  bttodrtd  and  forty,  eight  children  at  Notfbl^t 
making  a  total  of  four  hundred  aad.two, 

-^  not 
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not  expdrieace  en  the  Yoys^ge  any  i^terruptiou  to  the  gpod^  treat^nftm 
which  they,  h^d  hitherto  met  wUh,  he  d^tern^iiaed  to  accompany  thao^ 
himfelf,  and  accprdingly  ^mbark^d  pn  board  the  Bri,ts^nni^^  yrith  ^ 
guard  from  the  New  South  Wale^  CQrp;^^  ^^d  failed  for  New  Ze^lau^ 
on  the  9th.  Thejr  paflfage  was  fkort ;  for  pq  the  fourth  day  the  twq 
natives  were  landed  amoog  fojue  of  their  friends,  though  not  exadly 
at  the  diftrid  in  which  their  femiltes  and  kindred  irefided  (the  Bay  o( 
Iflands)  ;  and  Mr.  King  returned  to  Norfolk  Ifland  o.n  the  1 8th. 

Mr.  King  found  himfeif  compelled  to  fend  by  th$i  Ff4nci$  ten  ^- 
diers,  of  the  detachment  of  the  N^w  Sputh  Wal^s  corp?  gu,  duty  there, 
under  a  charge  of  mutinous  behayiQi|n  A  j^lpufy  i^h^ch  had  gro^q 
up  between  the  foldier^s  and  frce^men,  fetfler^  and  othe^s^,  occafi9ne4 
by  fome  ads  of  viplence,  and  improper  heh^viw^  on  eifS\\ex  fide, 
broke  out  at  a  place  in  wl^ich  the  Lieutenant-Qoyer^or  had  permitt^ 
plays  to  be  reprefented  by  the  convlds,  as  an  innocent  recr^fion  aft^ 
labour.  Mr.  King,  who  was  prefent,  having  thought  it  nece(piry  to 
order  one  of  the  foldiers  into  confinement  when  the  play  was  ended, 
the  detachment  repaired  to  their  own  commairdmg-ofiicar^  an(i  de-r 
manded  the  releafe  of  their  comrade.  On  his  declaring  hU  ^nahUity 
to  comply  with  fuch  a  requeft,  they  fignificd  a  refolution  to  releafe 
him  themfelves  ;  upon  which  the  officer  remonftrated  with  them,  and 
they  difperfed.  It  did  not  appear  that  they  made  any  atten^ip^s  to  re« 
leafe  the  prifoner ;  but  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  made  ac« 
quainted  with  the  above  circumftances,  he  convened  all  the  officers  in 
the  fettlement,  and  laid  be&rethem  what  he  had  heafd,  together  with 
an  account  of  a  determinatipn  among  the  foldiers,  to  releafe  from  the 
halberts  any  of  their  comrades  who  ^ould  be  ordered  to  puqiihment 
for  any  offence  or  injury  done  to  a  fettler ;  all  of  which  he  had  caufed 
to  be  authenticated  upon  oath.  The  refult  of  this  meeting  was,  that 
the  detachment  fhould  be  difarmed,  and  that  the  fettlers.  late  of  the 
marines,  and  fhip's  company,  0iould  be  embodied  and  armed  as  a  mir 
Htia.  This  refolution  was  accordingly  pi^t  in  execution,  by  fending 
the  d^ta^hment  from,  their  quarters  unarmed,  upon  different  dutie;, 

K  K  while 
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While  the  new-raifed  militia  took  pofleffion  of  their  arms.  On  their 
return,  twenty  were  feledled  as  mutineers  to  be  fent  to  Port  Jackfon,- 
the  remainder  returning  to  their  duty  immediately  (but  of  that  num- 
ber ten  were,  after  a  few  days  confinement,  pardoned  and  liberated)  ; 
and  two  days  after  Mr.  King  had  ;-eftored  good  order  in  the  fettle- 
ment  the  Francis  appeared.  By  her  he  fent  the  ten  prifoners,  under 
the  guard  of  an  officer  and  as  many  foldiers  as  the  veffel  could  con- 
veniently receive. 

A  court  of'  enquiry,  compofed  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  at 
Sydney,  was  aflfembled  on  the  arrival  of  the  Francis,  to  examine  into 
the  complaint  which  had  accompanied  the  foldiers ;  when,  after  five 
days'  deliberation,  they  reported,  that  the  conduct  of  the  foldiers,  in 
difobeying  the  orders  of  their  officers,  was  reprehenfible ;  but,  on 
confidering  the  provocations  which  had  given  birth  to  that  difobe- 
dience,  they  recommended  them  to  their  commanding-officer's  cle- 
mency. 

On  the  27th,  the  fchooner  failed  a  fecond  time  for  Norfolk  Ifland, 
to  convey  officers  and  foldiers  in  lieu  of  thofe  who  had  been  fent  to 
Sydney,  and  without  whom  the  detachment  on  duty  there  would 
have  been  too  much  weakened. 

The  natives  again  became  troublefome.  Twice  they  had  attacked, 
robbed,  and  beaten,  fomc  of  the  fettlers'  wives,  who  were  repaffing 
between  their  farms  and  Parramatta ;  and  great  quantities  of  corn 
continued  to  be  ftolen  by  them.  One  of  thofe  women  was  fo  feverely 
wounded  by  a  party,  whd  robbed  and'  ftripped  her  of  part  of  her 
wearing  apparel,  that  (he  lay  for  a  long  time  dangefoufly  ill  at  the 
hofpital.  It  was  faid  that  the  people  who  committed  this  and  other 
a£ts  of  violence  and  cruelty  were  occafional  vifitors  with  others  at 
Sydney. 

Notwithftanding  the  woods  were  infefted  by  thefe  people,  numbers 
of  the  male  convids,  idle,  and  dreading  labour  as  a  greater  evil  than 
the  rilk  of  being  murdered,  abfented  from  the  new  fettlements,  and, 
after  wandering  about  for  a  few  days,  got  at  length  to  Sydney,  almoft 

6  naked, 
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naked,  and  fo  nearly  ftarved,  that  in  moft  cafes  humanity  interfered 
l)etween  them  and  the  puniftiment  which  they  merited.  They,  in 
general,  pjeaded  the  infufEciency  of  their  prefent  ration  to  fupport  a 
labouring  man.  At  that  period,  it  \Vas  true,  the  labouring  corivift 
was  menaced  with  the  probability  of  fuffering  greater  want  than  had 
ever  been  before  experienced  in  the  fettlement.  One  fortnight  more 
would  fee  "the  public  ftores  cleared  of  its  laft  ounce  of  provifions^. 
But  even  this  fituation,  bad  as  it  was,  was  ftill  alleviated  by  the  aflfft- 
ance  that  the  oflScers,  fettlers,  and  others  were  able  to  afford'  to  thofe 
whom  they  either  retained  in  their  fervice  or  occafionally  hired  for 
labour. as  they  wanted  them.  Some  who  were  off  the  ftore,  and  who 
v^ell  remembered  their  own  diftreffes  in  the  years  1789  and  1791, 
declared,  that  with  a  little  induftry,  and  being  allowed  the  indulgence 
of  going  out  in  a  boat,  they  could  even  at  that  time  have  earned  a 
better  fubfiftence  than  if  they  were  employed  by  Government  and  fed 
from  a  full  (lore.  Nothing  was  loft ;  even  the  fhark  was  found  to  be 
a  certain  fupply ;  the  oil  which  was  procured  from  its  liver  was  fold 
at  one  (hilling  the  quart ;  and  but  very  few  houfes  in  the  colony  were 
fortunate  enough  to  enjoy  the  pleafant  light  of  a  candle. 

The  feed-wheat  had  as  yet  efcaped,  and  might  remain  untouched 
for  a  fortnight.  To  lofe  that,  would  be  to  repel  every  advance  which 
had  been  made  toward  fupporting  themfelves,  and  to  cruih  evtrj  hope 
of  independence.  All  that  had  been  done  in  cultivation,  every. acre 
which  was  preparing  for  the  enfuing  crop,  would  long  have  remained 
a  memorial  of  their  diftrefs ;  and  where  exifted  the  mind  that  could 
have  returned  to  the  labour  of  the  field  with  that .  cheerful  fpirit  or 
energy  which  would  have  been  neceflaiy  to  cnfure  future  fuccefs  ? 
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ALARMING  STATE  OF  THE  PROVISIONS.— THE  WILLIAM  ARRIVES  WITH  SUP- 
FLIES  FROM  ENGLAND^  AND  THE  ARTHUR  FROM  BENGAL. — THE  AMOR 
PATRI^  NATURAL  TO  MAN  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. — INFORMA- 
tlON.— MR.  BAMPTON.— -CAPTAIN  BLlGtt.-^^  ADMIRAL  BARRTNGTON 
,  TRANstoRt  LOST.  — -FULL  kATION  ISSUED.-^-- INGRATITUDE  AND  JUST 
i^UNISHMENT  OF  THE  SETTLERS. — ^^G A JMINO.^— HONESTY  OF   A   NaTIVB.— 

^Hjfe  DiBDALtj's  ARfelVfcS. ^NlPORMATIOBr.-^FEMALE  INCONSTANCY,    AND 

ttS  CONSECjUENCES.i— NATIVE    kiLLED.  —  DISORDER  IN   THE  EYES  PREVA- 

MNT. — THE  WILLIAM  ^AHiS. —  CULTIVATION. EXCURSION.*— A  STORE- 

iniP  ARR1V£S.^CA)»TA1H  BAIlPTON. — FULL  RATION. — THE  BRITANNIA^ 
SPEEDY)  AND  HALCYON  ARRIVE.— PARTICULARS. — ACCOUNT  OF  STOCK. 
■-^THE  HOPE  ARRIVES. — THE  FANNY  ARRIVES  FROM  BOMBAY. — TWO  CON- 

.    VICTS    EXECUTED. — -EXCURSION    TO  THE    WESTERN  MbUNTAINS. THE 

FRANCIS  RETURNS. CORN    BILLS    NOT    PAID. — -THE   RESOLUTION  ANii 

,    SALAMANDER    ARRIVE. GALES    OF    WIND.— -NATlVES.i-^^C'OKVlCT    EX- 

ECUtlb.— A  SETTLER  MURDEkEI^.'-^Tttk  NATIVES  i— THE  SURPRISE  AR- 
felVES.«^bfeATHS.-^ThE  LIEtjfENAWr-©O^Ek!NdR  LfeAVES  THE  SETTLB- 
iiekt.-^Tlfe  ki^ERIMENT  aRRIV£S  •ii^CA'PTAIN  PATBRtfON  ASSUMES  tH« 
COimAt]D*^^RATioN.~»DBAT]ftS  IN  179'4* 

(^N£  ferving  of  fall- meat  idoAc  i-emaiaed  iti  the  provifion-flore^ 
iind  thai  was  Vo  }>e  tBe  ftsbd  of  only  hadf  a  week.  After  that 
peridd  the  profpedt  was  tridy  difcouraging  t  for  mere  bread  and 
water  appeared  to  be  the  portion  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  unfortunate  fettlements, — of  that  part  too  whofe 
bodily  labour  muft  be  called  forth  to  reftore  plenty,  and  attain  fuch  a 
ftate  of  independence  on  the  parent-country  as  would  render  delay  or 
accident  in  the  tranfport  of  fupplies  a  matter  of  much  lefs  moment  to 
the  colpny  than  it  had  ever  hitherto  been  confidered. 

As 
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As  at  tMs  liitte  the  (lock  6f  fwlne  in  thts  pd^flion  of  individuals 
li^as  ristth^r  confiderabte,  £6\he  fkVing  of  thb  fait  proYtfioas^  it  was 
Aought,  might  be  made  by  purchafittg  fufficttnt  to  iffufe  to  the  mi- 
litary. A  qilatttity  wa^  thfeteforc  ptiKha&d  by  thi  Ctmimiffary,  and 
ifiued  in  the  ^ropbrtion  of  four  pounds  and  a  half  of  frelh  meat  in- 
ftead  6f  thi-ec  of  fait. 

Both  public  and  private  ftctk  aji|)e4rda  to  be  threatenfed  with  de- 
Urudibn.  The  fliecp  and  goate  in  the  fcolony  ^vtere  hot  humb^rfed  fair 
froth  onte  thoutand;  iTic  cbWs  had  ihcreafed  diAt  fpecte*  of  ftock  by 
thirteen  calves^  which  were  produced  in  the  laft  year.  Th6  exa<2 
xiuinber  of  hogs  v^ras  hbt,  nor  Vronld  ifc  well  bt,  kfcertaiired ;  it  muft, 
bdwfsVer^  have  been  coilfideiable,  as  every  induftHous  tonvi^l  had 
beerl  able  to  k6ep  ohe  or  htore  breeding  fows.  Ail  this  wcMre,  indeed*, 
thfe  appearance  of  a  refounce  5  yet  what  would  it  all  have  been  (ad- 
liiitling  that  an  equal  partition  had  beeii  nkode)  when  diftributed 
among  upvvards  of  three  thoufand  ()eople  ?  But  an  equ^  partition  of 
private  ftbck,  as  mod  of  this  was  fucb»  bould  not  have  been  expeded. 
Ttit  officers  holding  this  ibock  £n  their  own  hatids  would  certainly 
take  care  to  kefep  it  thire,  and  frort  it  would  naturally  fupply  their 
dwA  people.  Hbw  far,  in  ail  hour  of  fu<^  diftrefsj  the  convids  would 
haVe  fat  quietly  down  oh  their  retnrh  from  labouring  in  the  field  to 
tbeir  ickAiy  portion  of  bread  anfd  ^ater^and  looked  patiently  on  while 
others  Werb  keeping  want  and  butter  at  a  diftanceby  the  daily  enjoy- 
ment of  a  conifortable  meil  of  fuefli  viands  i  was  a  queftion  with 
many  who  thoiiight  of  thdr  fituatfod* 

Moftbappily^  however^fbr  ail  deicripticns  <^  people,  they  were  not 
at  this  time  to  be  put  to  the  trial ;  fo^y  eli  the  8th  of  March,  at  that 
coritical  nichitfnt  when  the  doorr  of  the  provifion-ftore  had  clofed,  and 
the  cbhvids  had  received  their  lad  allavrance  which  remained,  the 
fignalfor  a  iail  v^ai  made..  A  boat  was  fent  down ;  but  on  its  return  at 
night  they  were  told  that  a  fhip  with  Englifh  colours  flying  had  flood 
into  the  harbour  j  but  meeting  with  a  heavy  fquall  of  wind  at  fouth, 
in  which  ihe  fplit  her  fore-top«fail,  was  compelled  again  to  put  to  fea« 

It 
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It  was  conjeaured  that  fhe  was  a  ftrangcr ;  for  if  any  perfon  on  board 
her  had  had  any  knowledge  of  the  harbour,  (he  might  have  run  with, 
much  eafe  from  the,  middle-head  into  fafety  in  Spring  Gove*  The 
officer  who  went  down  unfortunately  could  not  board  her. 

At  night  the  wind  increafed,  with  much  rain,  and  morning  was 
anxioufly  looked  for,  to  tell  them  where  and  who  the  ftranger  was* 
Nothing  more,  hov^rever,  was  known  of  her  during  that  day,  than 
that  fhe  was  to  be  feen  from  the  flag-ftafF;  whence  in  the  evening 
word  was  brought  up, ;  over-land,  that  another  veflel,  a  brig,  was 
in  fight.   .  . 

.  Anxiety  and  curiofity,  now  drained  to  the  utmoft,  were  obliged  to 
wait  the  paffrng  of  another  night ;  but  about  three  o'clock  on  Monday 
the  loth  the  wind  and  weather  both  changed  ;  and,  to  the  infinite  fa-. 
tisfa£tion  of.  the  anxious  expectants,  the  £hip  William,  from  London, 
came  to.  an  anchor,  and  with  her,  the  Arthur,  a  fmall  brig  of  about* 
ninety-five  .tons,  from  Bengal.  The  William  had  iailed  from  the. 
river  Thames  on  the  firft  of  July ;  whence  (he  proceeded  to  Cork, 
where  (he  took  on  board  a  cargo  of  beef  and  pork  for  the  colony  *; 
but  had  not  an  ounce  of  flour.  By  her  they  learned,  that  Governor 
Phillip  had  reached  England  in  fafety.  The  natives  Benniilong  and 
Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie  were  well,  but  not  fafl[iciently  diverted  of  the 
genuine  natural  love  for  liberty  and  their  native  country,  to  prefer 
London,  with  its  pleafures  and  its  abundance,  to  the  woods  of  New 
South  Wales.  They  requefted  that  their  wives  might  be  taiight  to 
exped  their  return  in  the  courfe  of  that  year.  Had  it  been  poffible  to 
eradicate  in  any  breaft  that  love  for  the  place  of  our  birth,  or  where 
we  have  lived  and  grown  from  infancy  to  manhood,  which  is  im*-. 
planted  in  ns  by  the  kind  hand  of  nature,  it  furely  would  have  been> 
efFe£ted  on  two  natives  of  New  Holland,  whofe  country  did  not 
poffefs  a  fingle  charm  in  the  eye  cven  of  a  favage  inhabitant. of  New. 

'  *  She  had  likewife  on  board  a  machine  for  dreffing  flour  $  a  rmall  quantitj  of  iron  ;  two  pair 
of  .mill-ftoaes)  and  fume  took  for  fmitjis. 

Zealand ; 
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Zealand  *  ;  but  here  was  a  proof  that,  in  every  breaft  that  fentiment 
is  the  fame ;  and  that  a  love  for  our  native  country  is  not  the  refult  of 
her  being  the  feat  of  arts  and  arms,  the  rcfidence  of  worth,  beauty, 
truth,  juftice ;  of  all  the  virtues  that  adorn  and  dignify  human  nature, 
and  all  the  pleafares  and  enjoyments  that  render  life  valuable ;  but 
that  it  can  be  excited  even  in  a  land  where  wretchednefs,  want,  and 
ignorance  have  laid  their  iron  bands  on  the  inhabitants,  and  marked 
with  mifery  all  their  days  and  nights. 

In  tlie  William  arrived  an  afliftant  chaplain,  to  divide  the  religious 
duties  of  the  colony  with  Mr  Johnfon, 

Had  it  been  known  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  when  the  report 
was  received  that  the  fhip  had  been  blown  out  to  fea,  that  fli0  contained 
fo  valuable  a  cargo  as  four  months'  beef  and  pork  at  the  full  ration, 
how  would  their  anxiety  have  been  increafed  upon  her  account !  Had 
fhe,  as  the  Juftinian  had  before,  been  blown  off  die  coaft  for  three 
weeks,  how  deeply  would  diftrefs  have  been  felt  in  thcfe  fettlements  ! 

The.  brig  from  Bengal  had  on  board  a  fmall  quantity  of  beef  and 
pork ;  fome  fugar,  Bengal  rum,  and  coarfe  callicocs. 

To  the  great  furprife  and  regret  of  every  inhabitant  of  Port  Jack- 
fon,  no  account,  at  the  time  of  the  brig  leaving  Calcutta,  had  been 
heard  of  Mr.  Bampton's  arrival  in  any  port  in  India.  He  had  at  his 
departure  cxprefled  a  refolution  of  attempting  a  paffage  between  New- 
Holland  and  Guinea,  in  the  hope  of  being,  if  fuccefsful,  the  firft  to 
eftablifli  a  fadl  that  would  be  attended  with  fingular  advantages  to 
his  Majefty's  fettlements  in  that  part  of  the  world.  This  intention 
increafed  the  alarm  for  his  fafety ;  as  Captain  Bligh,  of  the  happy  con- 
clufion  of  whofe  fecond  voyage  for  the  bread-fruit  they  now  heard, 
was  particularly  inftruded  to  furvey  the  ftraits  which  feparate  New 
Holland  from  New  Guinea ;  and  by  the  accounts  of  his  voyage  which 

reached  them  they  founxJ,  that  the  two  (hips.  Providence  and  Affiftance, 

« 

*  The  New  Zealanders  who  were  tzkcn  to  Sydney  exprefled^  both  there  and  at  Notfolk 
Illand^  the  utmolt  abhorrence  of  the  country  and  its  bbabitants. 

were 
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vien  twenty  daya  frcn^  lb«ir  entrftQcp  iato  tl^e  ftrait  to  their  finding 
tliemfelves  aguu  in  an  Q|i^(i  ic^  The  pavigs^tion  through  this  pafTage 
wai  defcxibed  as  the  niofli  dangerous  ever  pcrforoaecl  bj  any  nvai- 
gator ;  nor  was  this  all  the  hazard  that  they  r^  -,  for,  from  fome  of  the 
i^andS)  eight  canoes  fornpied  Ute  daring  attempt  of  attacking  the  armed 
lender^  and  with  their  aFrows  kiUed  pqe  and  wounded  two  qf  ;he  iea- 
men.  Some  pf  thefe  canoea  were  fixty  qv  fevent j  feet  long,  and  is 
one  of  them  were  twenty-two  perfons^. 

This  account  excited  many  apprehenfions  for  Mr.  Bampton's  iafety. 
It  was  known  that  he  had  on  hoard,  fom?  arti<:les  of  merchandize^ 
tv^hich  he  meant  to  difpofe  of  at  Sata^ia ;  bMt  by  very  late  accounts  re- 
ceived at  Calcutta  from  that  place,  it  appeared  that  he  had  not  touched 
at  that  port.  It  was  therefore  mprp  than  probable,  that  both  the  Shah 
Hormuzear  and  the  Chefterfield  h^td  beei\  wrecked  oo  fome  of  thq 
ihoals  with  which  the  ftrait  abounded^  and  %hm  their  ofigcers  and 
people,  taking  to  their  long-bp»t^  had  f^Uen  Sacrifices  to  the  native^ 
who  had  attacked  fhe  AfliftaQc?,  by  the  guns  of  yrhich  many  had 
been  wounded  in  their  attempt  to  carry  that  veflel. 

To  the  difappointment  wliich  th$  colqny  iuftained  from  the  failure 
of  the  contra^  already  mention^^fbr  cattle  aiid  provifions,  which 
were  to  have  been  fupplied  ^hem  by  Mr.  Baoipton,  was  added  the 
regret  which  every  thinking  byeing  muft  have  felt  on  contemplating 
the  calamitous  mo^nents  which  h^d,  in  aU  probability,  brought  de- 
ftrudion  on  fo  many  pf  their  fellpw-creatqres. 

The  mailer  of  th?  brig  h^d  met  with  captain  Patrickfon,  who  had  be^ 
£Qre  <:arried  a  cargq  on  fpe^ulatioA  to  Sydney,  and  had  actually  loaded 
^  {hip  with  the  intention  pf  r^^pea^ting  h\$i  yifit,  but  was  prevented  by 
fome  unaccountable  appreheofion  that  his  venture  would  not  be 
purchafed. 

The  government  of  Bepgs^l  tPP  had  ^dyertiffd  for  terms  to  freight 
a  veflel  for  that  country  with  cattle  and  provifions  j  but  were  diverted 
&om  the  defign  by  the  equipment  of  the  armaments  which  it  was  ne- 
ccflary  to  enter  into  at  that  time. 

Thus 
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•  Thus  had  the  infant  colony  of  New  South  Wales  ftill  been 
doomed  to  be  the  fport  of  contingency,  the  jarring  interefts  of  men 
co-operating  with  the  dangers  of  the  f*a  to  throw  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  that  long-defiied  independence  which  would  free  the  mother- 
country  from  a  heavy  refponfibility  as  well  as  expence,  and  would 
deliver  the  colonifts  from  the  conftant  apprehendon  under  which 
they  laboured,  of  being  one  day  left  to  feek  their  fubfiftence  among 
the  woods  of  the  country,  or  along  the  fliores  of  its  coaft. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  fortunate  arrivals  the  full  ration  of  fait 
meal  was  ordered  ;  and  the  deficiency  on  the  laft  ferving  days  was 
completed  to  the  full  allowance.  The  laft  of  the  wheat  was  ferved 
on  the  17th  (a  proper  quantity  being  referved  for  feed) ;  and  on  the 
next  provifion-day  ten  pounds  of  Indian  corn  were  fubftituted  inftead 
of  the  allowance  of  wheat.  Nothing  but  dire  neceflity  could  have 
induced  the  gathering  and  iflTuing  of  this  article  in  its  unripened  ftate, 
the  whole  of  it  being  foft,  full  of  juice,  and  wholly  unfit  to  grind* 
Had  the  fettlers,  with  only  a  common  fhare  of  honefty,  returned  the 
wheat  which  they  had  received  from  Government  to  fow  their 
grounds  the  laft  feafon,  the  reproach  which  they  drew  upon  them- 
felves,  by  not  flepping  forward  at  fuch  a  moment  to  affift  Govern- 
ment, would  not  have  been  incurred ;  but  though,  to  an  individual^ 
they  all  knew  the  anxiety  which  every  one  felt  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  feed-wheat,  yet  when  applied  to,  and  told  (in  addition  to  the 
fum  of  ten  Ihillings  per  bufhel)  that  any  quantity  which  they  might 
choofe  to  put  into  the  ftore  fhould  be  brought  from  their  farms  with- 
out any  expence  of  carriage  to  them,  they  all,  or  nearly  all,  pleaded 
an  infufficiency  to  crop  their  own  ground ;  a  plea  that  was  well 
known  to  be  made  without  a  fhadow  of  truth.  In  confequence  of 
this  refufal,  (for  their  excufes  aniounted  to  as  much,)  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  direfted  all  thofe  fettlers  whofe  limited  time  for  being 
vidlualled  from  the  public  ftores  had  expired,  to  beftruck  offthe  pro- 
vifion-lift  :  a  very  juft  punrfhment  for  their' ingratitude ;  as  every  ac-^ 
commodation  had  conftantly  been  afforded   them  wbich   was  con^ 

L  L  fiftent 
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fiftent  with  the  fituation  of  the  colony.  It  was,  however,  now  fecn, 
chat  they  were  not  the  defcriptioa  of  fettlers  from  whom,  whatever 
indulgences  they  might  receive,  Government  had  any  afliftance  to 
'  expcdt ;  their  principal  obje£l  was,  to  ferve  their  own  immediate  in- 
tercft ;  and,  to  ferve  that,  they  could  forget  every  claim  which  the 
public  had  upon  them. 

A  new  mill,  made  by  a  convldl,  was  completed  and  fet  to  work 
about  the  time  .of  the  William's  arrival.  At  firft  it  went  rather 
heavily ;  but  in  a  few  days,  with  the  labour  of  nine  men,  it  ground 
fixty-three  pounds  of  wheat  in  feventeen  minutes. 

A  circumftance  now  occurred,  which  gave  fome  proof  that  the 
force  of  good  example  had  been  felt  by  one  of  the  natives,  a  youth 
ftamed  Ca-ru-cy,  who  from  long  refidence  in  the  colony  had  con- 
tracted fome  of  the  diftin£tions  between  good  and  ill;  for,  on  per- 
ceiving fome  convids  gathering  and  fecrcting  Indian  corn  out  of  a . 
garden,  and  knowing  that  ads  of  that  nature  were  always  puniflied, 
he  inftantly  gave  an  account  of  what  he  had  feen,  in  time  to  fecure 
the  offenders  on  the  fpot,  with  the  corn  in  their  pofleilion.  As  he 
made  no  fecret  of  what  he  had  done,  it  was  apprehended  that  fome 
revenge  might,  if  they,  were  puniftied,  be  levelled  at  him  on  a  fu- 
ture opportunity :  they  were  therefore  pardoned  j  but  Ca-ru-ey  was 
..  peverthelefa  applauded  and  recompenccd  for  his  attention  and  honefty. 

On  the  third  of  April  the  Daedalus  returned,  with  part  of  the  ftorea 
that  ihe  had  on  hoard  at  the  time  of  her  leaving  Port  Jackfon,  Gap- 
tain  Vancouver  not  having  room  for  them  in  lits  fliip.  The  native 
lyho  had  accompanied  Mr.  Hanfon  returned  with  him,  and  had  con- 
duced himfelf  with  the  greateft  propriety  during  the  voyage,  readily 
complying  with  whatever  was  required  of  him.  The  king  of  Owhyhee 
earneftly  wifhed  to  detain  him  on  the  ifland,  making  fplendid  offers 
10  Mr.  Haufon,  of  caqoes,  warlike  inftruments,  and  other  curiofities, 
tp  purchafe  him;  but  if  Mr.  Hanfon.had  been  willing  to  have  left 
bipv,  Colli©»  would  not  have  confcnted^  being  very  anxious  to  return 
tip  New  SoHth  Walefc 
•    ^  He 
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He  did  not  'appear  to  have  acquired  much  of  the  Englifli  language 
during  his  excurfion ;  hut  ieemed  to  comprehend  a  great  deal  m<6re' 
than  he!  could  find  words  to  cxprefs* 

On  his  arrival  at  Sydney  he  found  his  wife,  whom  he  had  left  in  a 
ftate  of  pregnancy,  in  the  pofleflion  of  another  native,  a  very  fine 
young  fellow.  The  circuraftance  of  his  return,  and  the  novelty  of  hi^ 
appearance,  being  habited  in  the  Englifli  drefs,*  and  very  clean,  drew 
many  of  his  countrymen  about  him  ;  and  among  others  his  riva'l  and- 
his  wife.  The  hulband  and  the  gallant  eyed  each  other  with  indig- 
nant fuUennefs,  while  the  poor  wife  (who  had- recently  been-  delivered 
of  a  female  child)  appeared  terrified,  and-  as  if  fhe  knew  not  which'  tO' 
cling  to  as  her  protedor,  but  expedling  that  fhef  (hould  be  the^fafferef^ 
whether  afcertained  to  belong  to  her  former  or  prefent  mafter.  A  ffw 
days,  however,  determined  the  point :  heir  travelled  huftand  fhivtf eJ 
a-  ipear  with  the  lover,  who  was  wounded  in  the  conteft,  antf  the  wife 
became  the  prize  of  the- victor ;  who,  after  thus  afcertaining  his*  right 
by  arms,  feemed  indifferent  about  the  reward;  and  was  fo^^n  after 
feen  traverfing  the  country  in  fearch  of  anothsr  wife. 

By  the  return  of  the  Francis  from  Norfolk  Mand,  Lieutenant-Go-* 
v^rnoT  King  reported,  that  his  fecond  crop  of  Indian  corn  had  b*n 
fo  produ<^ive  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  ati  offer  of  fending  five 
thoofand.  balhels  of  that  article  to  Sydney^  if  required.* 

Notwithftanding  the  ill  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  attended  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Irifh  convids  ftationed  at?  Toongabbe  and  Parramatia 
to  find  a  way  from  thofe  places  to  China,-  a.  few  of  them  were  again 
hardy  enough  to  attempt  effefting  their  efcape,  and  getting  thither,  in 
a  final  I  boat  which  they  took  from  a  fettler.  They  had  furniftied 
themfelves  with  fome  provifions  ;  but  the  wretchednefs  of  their  boat 
muft  have  enfUrcd  to  them  the  fame  end  which  certainly  befel  Tar- 
wjojod  and.  his  companions,  particularly  as  it  blew  a  ga^le  of  wind  the 
day  fucceeding  their  departure ;  and,  no  account  having  been  received 
of  them  from  that  day,  the  i2tb,  to  the  end  of  thfe  mouthy  it  was 
fuppofed  that  they  had  perijQiied* 

L  L  2  From 
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'  From  the  fettlement  orr  the  banks  of  that  river  the  beft  reports  con* 
tinued  to  be  received  from  time  to  time :  every  where  the  fettlers 
found  a  rich  black  mould  of  feveral  feet  depth  ;  and  one  man  had  in 
three  months  planted  and  dug  a  crop  of  potatoes.  The  natives,  how- 
ever, had  given  them  fuch  interruption  as  induced  a  neceflity  for  firing 
upon  them,  by  which,  it  was  faid,  one  man  was  killed. 

At  Toongabbe,  w4iere  the  Indian  corn  was  growing,  their  vifits  and 
their  depredations  were  fo  frequent  and  extenfive,  that  the  watchmen 
were  compelled  to  fire  on  them ;  and  one  party,  confiderable  in  num- 
ber, after  having  been  driven  off,  returning  diredly  to  the  plunder, 
V^as  purfued  by  the  watchmen  for  feveral  miles,  when  a  conteft  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  natives  were  worded,  and  three  of  them  left  dead 
upon  the  fpot.  The  watchmen,  apprehenfive  left  their  ftory,  like 
many  of  thq  fame  nature  which  they  had  told,  ihould  be  doubted,- 
brought  in  with  them,  as  a  teftimonial  not  to  be  difputed,  the  head  of 
one  of  thofe  whom  they  had  flain.  With  this  witnefs  to  fupport 
them,  they  told  many  wonderful  circumftances  of  the  purfuit  and 
fubfequent  fight,  which  they  ftated  to  have  taken  place  at  leaft 
fourteen  miles  from  the  fettlement,  and  to  have  been  very  defperately 
and  obftinately  fuftained  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  It  was  remarked, 
however,  that  not  one  of  the  watchmen  had  received  the  fmalleft  injury, 
a  circumftance  that  threw  a  (hade  over  their  ftory  which  led  their 
hearers  to  believe  that  they  had  magnified  their  valour,  and  the  hu- 
mane part  of  them  to  hope  that  they  had  at  leaft  trebled  the  deed  of 
flaughter  which  they  had  adtually  committed.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  truth,  it  was  certain  that  a  party  of  natives  appeared  the  fol- 
lowing day  about  the  corn-grounds,  but  conduded  themfclves  with 
a  great  deal  of  caution,  ftationing  one  of  their  party  upon  the  ftump 
of  a  tree  which  commanded  an  extenfive  view  of  the  cultivated 
grounds,  and  retreating  the  inftant  they  perceived  themfelves  to  be 
obferved. 

At  Sydney  a  large  party  of  natives  afiembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
burning  the  body  of  Carradah,  the  native  mentioned  in  the  tranf- 

a£tions 
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aflions  of  the  mdnth  of  December,  by  the  name  of  Midjer  Rool.  He 
had  been  put  to  death  while  afleep  in  the  night  by  fome  people  who 
were  inimical  to  his  tribe;  and  the  natives  who  witnefled  the  per- 
formance of  the  laft  rite  affiired  the  inhabitants^  that  when  the  mur- 
derers fhould  be  difcovered  feveral  fevere  contefts  would  enfue.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  the  rencounter  between  Collins  and  Wyatt 
took  place;  and  fome  other  points  of  honour  which  remained  un- 
fettled,  were  then  determined,  not  without  much  bloodftied,  though 
no  one  was  killed. 

Near  four  hundred  acres  were  in  the  courfe  of  April  fown  with 
•wheat  on  the  public  account,  the  price  of  which  article  was  at  the 
time  twenty  (hillings  a  bufhel.  The  crops  of  Indian  corn  had  in  ge- 
neral turned  out  very  productive :  fome  on  the  light  fandy  foil  yielded 
fifty  bufhels  of  (helled  com  per  acre,  and  a  patch  of  CafFre  corn 
growing  in  the  like  foil,  produced  as  much.  This  grain  had  been 
brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  was  found  to  anfwcr  well 
for  fatteninj^  of  (lock.  No  one  having  attempted  to  feparate  the 
farinaceous  part  of  the  grain  from  the  hulk,  which  was  of  an  aftringent 
quality,  no  judgment  had  been  formed  of  its  utility  as  a  flour ;  but 
fome  who  had  ground  it  and  mixed  the  whole  together  into  a  pafte 
pronounced  it  to  be  equal  to  any  preparation  of  oatmeal. 

The  convict's  grinding  machine,  a  walking  mill  on  a  larger  con- 
ftrudlion  than  that  which  had  failed  at  Parramatta,  was  fet  in  motion ; 
but  it  was  found  from  the  variety  and  number  of  the  wheels,  that 
fomething  was  conftantly  wrong  about  it*  Finding,  after  a  fair  trial, ' 
that  it  was  imperfedl,  it  was  relinqui(hed,  and  one  on  a  different  con- 
ftrudion,  and  made  by  a  different  perfon,  was  preferred. 

An  inflammation  of  the  eyes  was  generally  prevalent  among  all  de- 
fcriptions  of  people  at  this  time.  It  raged  at  firft  among  children  ; 
but  when  it  got  into  a  houfe,  fcarcely  any  perfon  in  it  efcaped  the 
complaint.  It  was  accounted  for  by  the  variable  weather  which  had 
prevailed* 

The 


26i  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY         [April, 

The  pcrmiflion  given  to  officers  to  hold  lands  had  operated  power- 
fully in  favour  of  the  colony,  which  was,  in  the  opinion  of  moft 
people,  now  making  rapid  ftrides  toward  that  independence  fo  long^ 
and  hitherto  fo  vainly,  wiflied  for.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  liberal  ia 
their  employment  of  people;  and  fuch  had  been  their  exertions,  that 
it  appeared  by  a  furvey  taken  in  the  laft  month,  that  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-two  acres  had  been  cleared  by  them  fince  that  permiffion 
had  been  received ;  and  it  further  appeared,  that  there  had  beea  .. 
cleared  fince  Governor  Phillip's  departure  in  December  1792,  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  (Ixty-tWo  acres.  It  muft  here  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  colony  had  been  fopplied  with  no  other  grain  thaO' 
that  railed  within  itfelf  from  the  1 6th  day  of  December  1793- 

Some  natives,  who  had  obfcrved  the  increafmg  number  of  the 
fettlerSj  on  thejbanks  of  the  Hawkcfbury,  and  had  learned  that  they 
were  folicitous  to  difcover  other  frefli-water  rivers,  for  the  purpofe  o£ 
forming  fettlements,  affurcd  them^  that  at  no  very  great  diftance  from 
Botany  Bay,  there  was  a  river  of  frefti  water  which  ran  into  the^ 
(ea.  As.  this  was  thought  not  to  be  improbable,  two  ihcn  of  the  mi- 
litary, who  were  deemed  of  fufficient  judgment  and  difcretion  for  the 
purpofe,  were  fent  out  well  arn>ed  and  furniftied  with  provifions  for 
a  week.  They  fet  off  from  the  fouth  (hore,  and  were  accompanied  by 
^  native,  as. a  guide,  who  profefled  a.  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
named  the  place  where  the  frefli  water  would  be  found*  to  run.. 
Great  expcdations  were,  formed  of  this  excuifion,  from  the  confidence 
with  which  the  native  repeatqdly  aflerted  the  exiftenct  of  a  frefh  water 
river.  On  the  20th,  however,  the  party  returned,  with  an  account, 
that  the  native  had  very  foon  walked  beyond  his  own  knowledge  of  the. 
country,  and  trufted  to  them  to  bring  him  fafe  back  ;  that  having 
penetrated  about  twenty  miles  to  the  fouth^ard  of  Botany  Bay,  they 
came  to  a  large  inlet  of  the  fea,  which  formed  a  fmall  harbour.  The 
head  of  this  they  rounded,,  without  difcovering  any  river  of  frefh. 
water  near  it.     The  country  they  defcribed  as  high  and  rocky  in  the 

neigl>- 
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neighbourhood  of  the  harbour,  which,  on  afterwards  looking  into  the 
chart,  was  fuppofed  to  be  fomcwhcre  about  Reed  Pointy  The  native 
returned  with  the  foldiers,  as  cheerfully  and  as  well  pleafed  as  if  he 
had  condudlcd  them  to  the  banks  of  the  firft  river  in  the  world. 

An  excurfion  of  a  difierent  nature  was  at  this  time  framing  among 
fome  difcontented  Irifli  convidls,  and  was  on  the  point  of  being  car- 
ried into  execution  when  difcovered.  Among  thofc  who  had  arrived 
in  the  laft  fhips  from  Ireland,  was  a  convi£t  who  had  been  an  attorney 
in  that  kingdom,  and  who  was  weak  enongrh  to  form  the  ha7.ardou.s 
fcheme,  with  feveral  others,  of  feizing  a  long-boat,  in  which  they 
were  to  endeavour  to  reach  Batavia.  A  quantity  of  provifions,  water- 
cafks,  fails,  and  other  necclFary  articles,  were  provided,  and  were 
found,  at  the  time  of  making  the  difcovery,  in  the  houfe  of  the  prin- 
cipal. Thefc  people  had  much  greater  reafon  to  rejoice  at,  than  to 
regret,  the  difcovery  of  their  plot ;  for  the  wind,  on  the  day  fuc- 
cecding  the  night  in  which  they  were  to  have  gone  off,  blew  a  heavy 
gale ;  and,  as  there  were  no  profefled  feamen  in  the  party,  it  was  next 
to  impoflible  but  that  the  boat  muft  be  loft.  The  greateft  evil  that 
attended  thefe  dcfertions  was  the  lofs  of  the  boats  which  were  takea 
off;  for  the  colony^ould  not  fuftain  much  injury  by  the  abfence  of  a 
few  wretches  who  were  too  idle  to  labour,  and  muft  be  conftamly 
whifpering  their  own  dlfcontents  among  the  other  convids. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  the  inhabitants  of  this  hitherto  ill-omened 
country- had  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  the  Indifpenfable,  a  ftore  fhip, 
anchor  in  the  cove  from  England,  with  a  cargo  confafting  principally 
of  provifions  for  the  colony.  From  her  they  underftood  that  ilic  was 
the  firft  of  fix  or  feven  (hips  which  were  all  to  bring  out  ftores  and 
provifions,  and  which,  if  no  accident-  happened  in  the  paflage,  might 
be  expeded  to  arrive^  in  the  courfeof  two  months.  The  fupply  of 
clothing*  and  provifions  intetid^d  to  bie  conveyed  by  them,  together 
with  what  had  been  received  by  the  William,  wis  calculated  for  the 
confumptibn  of  a  twelvemonth.  The  quantity  which  had  no.v 
arrived  formed  a  fupply  of  flour  for  twelve  weeks,  beef  for  four  dicto^ 

pork 
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pork  for  four  ditto,  and  of  peafe  for  fourteen  ditto.  She  had  left  Spic- 
liead  on  the  a6th  of  December,  touched  at  TenerifFe  and  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  where  the  mafter  had  met  with  the  Chefterfield,  which 
had  left  Port  Jackfon  in  April  1793  with  the  Shah  Hormuzear; 
and  one  of  her  people,  who  had  formerly  been  a  convift  at  Sydney, 
wifliing  to  return  to  that  country,  they  now  collefted  from  him  fome 
information  refpefting  Mr.  Bampton's  voyage.  He  told  them,  that 
.the  two  {hips  were  fix  months  in  their  paflage  to  Timor,  owing  to 
the  difSculty  which  they  had  met  with  in  the  navigation  of  the  Straits 
between  New  Holland  and  New  Guinea.  On  one  of  the  iflands  in 
thefe  ftraits  they  loft  a  boat,  which  had  been  fent  on  (hore  to  trade 
with  the  natives.  In  this  boat  went,  never  te  return,  (according  to 
this  perfon's  account,)  Captain  Hill,  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps, 
who  was  a  paflenger  in  the  Shah  Hormuzear ;  Mr.  Carter,  a  friend  of 
Mr.  Hampton's ;  Shaw,  the  firft  mate  of  the  Chefterfield  ;  Afcot,  who 
had  been  a  convid,  and  two  or  three  black  people  belonging  to  the 
Shah  Hormuzear.  It  was  conjedlured  that  they  were,  immediately 
after  landing,  murdered  by  the  natives,  as  the  people  of  a  boat  that 
was  fent  on  (hore  fome  hours  after  to  look  for  them  found  only  the 
clothes  which  they  had  on  when  they  left  the  (hip,  and  a  lantern  and 
tinder-box  which  they  had  taken  with  them:  the  clothes  were  torn 
into  rags.  At  a  fire  they  found  three  hands  j  but  they  were  fo  black 
and  disfigured  by  being  burnt,  that  the  people  could  not  afcertain 
whether  they  had  belonged  to  black  or  white  men.  If  the  account  of 
this  man  might  be  credited,  the  end  of  thefe  unfortunate  gentlemen 
and  their  companions  muft  have  been  truly  horrid  and  deplorable  ;  it 
was  certain,  however,  that  the  (hip  failed  from  the  ifland  without 
them,  and  their  fate  was  left  in  uncertainty,  though  every  pof&ble 
effort  to  difcover  them  was  made  by  Mr.  Bampton. 

At  Timor  Mr.  Bampton  took  in  a  very  valuable  freight  of  fandd- 
wood,  Vi'ith  which  he  proceeded  to  Batavia ;  and  when  the  Chefter* 
field  parted  company,  he  hoped  foon  to  return  to  Port  Jackfon. 

4  .       .In 
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In  confequetice  of  the  fupplies  received  by  the  Indifpenfable,  the 
full  ration  of  flour  was  direded  to  be  ifliied^  and  the  Commiflary  was 
ordered  not  to  receive  for  the  prefent  any  more  Indian  corn  that 
might  be  brought  to  fale. 

The  arrival  of  the  Britannia  on  the  firft  of  June  gave  general  fatisfao- 
tion^  as  many  doubts  about  her  fafety  had  been  created  by  fome  a<x 
counts  which  the  mailer  of  the  Indifpenfable  had  heard  at  the  Cape* 
of  Good  Hope,  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  being  full  of  French  privateers* 
They  learned  from  Mr.  Raven,  that  he  had  been  forced  to  go  to  Ba- 
tavia  inftead  of  Bengal,  having  been  attacked  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca> 
by  a  fleet  of  piratical  Proas,  which  engaged  him  for^nx  hoursy  and 
from  whom  he  might  have  found  fome  difBculty  to  efcape,  had  he  not 
fortunately  killed  the  Captain  of  one  of  them  when  in  the  a£k  of  making, 
preparations  for  boarding  him.  At  Batavia  he  was  informed^  that  his 
paflage  to  Bengal  was,  by  the  number  of  French  privateers  which  in** 
fefted  the  Bay,  rendered  very  precarious  }  he  therefore  determined  to 
load  the  Britannia  at  Batavia,  and,  after  fome  neceflTary  arrange-^ 
ments  with  the  Governoi^General  and  Council,  purchafed  a  cargo 
confifting  of  beef,  pork,  fugar  and  rice. 

At  Batavia  Mn  Raven  learned,  that  the  Shah  Hormuzear  failed 
from  thence  for  Bombay  three  months  before  he  arrived  there ;  and 
the  report  given  by  the  late  convidi  of  the  difafter  which  befel  the 
boat. and  people  from  that  {hip,  in  the  paflage  through  the  Straits  be- 
tween New  South  Wales  and  New  Guinea,,  was  confirmed  at  Batavia^ 
As,  however,  Mr.  Bampton  had  not  fince  been  heard  of,  it  feemed  more 
than  probable  that  he  had  fallen  a  prize  to  fome  of  the  privateers 
which  were  to  be  met  with  in  thofe  feas. 

On  the  8th,  the  Speedy,  a  ftorefliip  commanded  by  Mr.  Melville^ 
arrived  with  ilores  and  provifions  from  England  :  and  on  the  I4tb,. 
the  Halcyon,  a  fliip  from  Rhode  Ifland,  loaded  on  fpeculation  witb 
provifions  and  fpirits,  ancboredin  the  Cove. 

Mr*  Page,  the  mafter,  had  made  his  paflage  from  Rhode  Ifland^  in 
one  hundred  aod  fifteen,  days,  and  without  touching  at  any  port.  This 

M  M  gentleman^ 
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'gentleman,  who  had  before  fpeculated  In  that  country,  had  in  hisre- 
'turn  from  thence  ftoppcd  at  the  Ifland  of  Tinian,  which  place  he  now 
•reprefented  as  well  calculated  to  furrillh  a  freight  of  cattle  for  the 
colony.  Of  the  condud  of  feveral  convids  whom 'he  had  taken  home 
with  him  he  gave  no  favourable  account,  nor  any' hope  that  they  were 
-reformed  by  having  paid  the  penalty  df  their  former  crimes. 

Captain  Page  at  firft  th6tight  he  had  come  to  a  bad  market  with  his 
•provifions  at  leaft;  for  the  day  was  at  lad  arrived  when  the  colonifts 
found  themfelves  enabled  to  'fay  that  they  were  not  in  want  of  any 
cafual  fupplies  J  but' by  the  end  of  the  month  he  declared  himfelf'fa- 
tisfied  with  the  voyage  that  he  had  made. 

It  may  fafcly  be  pronounced,  that  the  colony  had  never  before 
^worn  fo  favourable  an  appearance  as  at  this  period :  the  public  (lores 
filled  with  wholefome  provifions ;  five  (hips  on  the  feas  with  additional 
fupplies;  and  wheat  enough  in  the  ground  to  promifc the  realizing 
.of  mamy  a  gdlden  dream ;  a  rapidly  increafing  ftock ;  a  country  gra* 
dually  opening,  and -improving  every  where  upon  the  beholders  as  it 
t)pened  j  with  a  fpirit  univerfally  prevalent  of  cultivating  it. 

The  fliips  which  had  lately  arrived  from  England  were  fraught 
with  the  dlfmal  and  ill-founded  accounts,  which,  through  fome  evil 
.defign,  continued  to  bq  infidioufly  propagated,  of  the  wretched  un- 
profitable foil  of  New 'South  Wales.  It  was  hoped,  however,  that 
when  the' prefent  appearance  and  ftate  of  the  colony  fhould  reach 
England,  every  attempt  to  miflead  the  public  would  ceafe,  and  fuch 
encouragement  be  held  out  as  would  induce  individuals  to  fettle  in 
the  country. 

In  the  Halcyon  had  arrived  an  American  gentleman  (Mr.  W. 
Megee)  In  charaAer  of  fupercargo.  This  perfon,  on  feeing  flie  Toon- 
gabbe  hills  covered  with  a  moft  promifing  crop  of  wheat,  declared  that 
he  had  never  feen  better  in  America,  even  at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  garden 
of  that  part  of  the  world ;  and,  on  being  (hewn  feme  Indian  corn 
of  the  laft  year's  growth,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  wanted 
inothin^  but  large  herds  of  grauug  cattle,  to  be  a  thriving,  proijperous, 

and 
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and  great  colony^  pofFeffing  within  itfelf '  all  the  eflential  articles  of 
life- 

Every  poffible  care  continued  to  be  taken  of  the  grazing  cattle  j  by 
an  account  of  which,  taken  at  the  clofe  of  June,  the  following  appeared 
to  have^  been  their  numbers,  including  public  and  private  property : 
Mares  •         •         --  il. 

Stallions         -  .  .  ^ 

Male  afles  -         -         -  4.. 

Eemale  ditto  -  •*  2 

Bulls         -         •         •         -  15. 

Gows-  -         -  -         25 

Ewes  -^  -  -         316^ 

Ramsand  wethers^  -  210 

Female  goats  i-  -  352^ 

Male  ditto         -         -         -         170. 
and  of  hogs  there  Were  fuppofed  to  be  feveral  hundred. 

In  addition  to  feveral  moft  daring  burglaries,  a  highway  robbery  ^ 
had  been  committed  in  the  coiirfe  of  the  months     This  was  a  fpecies  > 
of  depravity  hitherto  unknown  in-  that  country  j  and  might,  perhaps, . 
be  deemed  oneilep  toward  refinement,  as  being  at  lead  a  more  manly 
mode  of  taking  property,  than  that  which  the  pilfering  dark-loving^ 
knaves  adopted.       The  prefent^    like  the  meaner   a£ts  of  villany, 
had  its  fource*  in  the  fame  vice,  namely  gaming,  which  was  dill  pur- 
fucd  with  the  utmoft  avidity,  and  the  moft  dexterous  management; . 
infomuch  that  they  almoft  conftantly  defeated  the  peace-officers. 

Among  the  few  who  had  died  in  June  was  a  convift  of  the  name 
of  Gillies, .  His  death  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  Speedy  V 
arrival  from  England;  by  which  (hip  a  letter  was  received  addrefled 
to  himi^  admoniihing  him  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  recommending  him 
early  to  begin  to  think  of  the  end  of  it,  and  acquainting  him  with  the 
death  of  his  wife,  a  child,  and  two  other  near  relations.  He  had  ' 
ceafed  to  breathe  a  few  moments  before  this  diftrefsful  intelligence^ 
would  otherwife  hfive  reached  him. 

M  M  2 .  Dii^ 


a6»  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  ENGITSH  COLONY  [J^lt, 

On  thcr  5th  of  July  another  American  (hip  from  Rhode  Ifland  was 
announced,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  failed  provifions  and  fpirits, 
on  fpeculation.  The  matter  of  this  veflTel  was  uncle  to  the  mafter  of 
the  Halcyon ;  and,  being  at  enmity  with  him,  the  former  had  deter- 
mined after  his  departure  to  precede  him  in  his  arrival  at  Port  Jack- 
fon ;  which  the  Hope  being  to  touch  at  the  Falkland  Iflands  enabled 
him  to  do  with  all  the  fuccefs  that  he  could  have  wiflied,  the  market 
being  too  well  fupplied  to  admit  of  any  purchafers  of  his  venture, 
except  for  his  fpirits ;  and  this  article  was  fold  at  half  the  price  which 
}iad  been  given  to  his  relation. 

On  the  8th  the  Indifpenfable  and  Halcyon  failed  on  their  refpediive 
voyages,  the  former  for  Bengal,  and  the  latter  for  Canton.  By  the 
latter  fome  difpatches  were  fent,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  way  of  China 
to  his  Majcfty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  department.  On  the 
day  followitig  the  departure  of  thofe  fhips,  the  Fjtncy  fnow  arrived 
from  Bombay,  having  on  board  a  fmall  quantity  of  rice  and  dholl, 
intended  as  a  part  of  the  contract  entered  into  by  Captain  Bampton, 
who,  they  now  learned,  had  arrived  fafely  at  Bombay,  after  a  long 
paffage  of  feven  months.  Mr.  Dell,  the  mafter  of  this  veflcl,  had 
been  Mr.  Bampton's  chief  mate  in  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  and  from 
him  the  following  information  was  obtained. 

The  (hips*  Shah  Hormuzear  and  Chefterfield  failed,  as  before  re- 
lated, from  Norfolk  Ifland  on  the  27th  of  May  1793.  On  the  2d  of 
the  following  month  they  fell  in  with  an  illand  which  obtained  the 
name  of  Tate^s  Ifland,  and  at  which  they  had  the  misfortune  to  ftave 
a  boat.  The  circumftances  of  the  murder  of  Captain  Hill,  Mr.  Carter, 
Shaw,  and  the  boat*s  crew,  were  related  by  Mr.  Dell.  It  appeared 
from  his  account,  that  they  had  landed  to  fearch  for  frefli  water, 
and  purpofed  remaining  one  night  on  the  ifland  to  barter  with  the  na- 
tives, to  procure  emu  feathers  from  them.  The  day  after  they  were 
put  on  fliore  the  weather  changed,  coming  on  to  blow  hard ;  the 
fliip  was  driven  to  leeward  of  the  bay  in  which  they  landed }  and  it 
wa«  ntil  until  the  third  day  that  it  was  poJSible  to  fend  a  boat  after 

I J  them. 
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them.  Mr.  Dell  was  himfelf  employed  on  this  occaGon,  and  re* 
turned  with  the  melancholy  account  of  his  being  unable  to  difcover 
their  loft  companions.  An  armed  force  was  fent  on  fhore^  but  fuc- 
ceeded  only  in  burning  the  huts  and  inclofures  of  the  natives.  At  a 
fire  they  found  fome  inconteftable  proofs  that  their  friends  could  not 
be  living ;  of  three  human  hands  which  they  took  up,  one,  by  fome 
particular  marks,  was  pofitivcly  thought  by  Mr.  Dell  to  have  belonged 
to  Mr.  Carter  j  their  great  coats  were  found  with  the  buttons  cut  off; 
a  tinder-box,  a  lantern,  a  tomahawk,  and  other  articles  from  the  boat, 
were  alfo  difcovered ;  but  though  they  rowed  entirely  round  the  ifland, 
Tboking  into  every  cove  or  creek,  the  boat  could  not  be  fcen.  Mr. 
Dell  was,  if  poffible,  to  procure  two  prifbners  ;  but  he  could  not  fuc« 
ceed.  In  the  intercourfe,  which  he  had  with  them,  however,  they 
gave  him  to  underftand,  by  (igns,  that  they  killed  all  who  were  in  the 
boat,  except  two ;  at  leaft,  fo  Mr.  Dell  thought ;  but  if  it  was  fo^ 
nothing  could  be  hoped  from  the  exception,  nor  could  any  other 
conclufion  be  formed,  tham  that  they  were  referved  perhaps  for  more 
deliberate  torture,  and  an  equally  horrid  end. 

This  ifland  was  defcribed  as  abounding  with  the  red  fweet  potatoe, 
(ugar-cane,  plantsuns^  bamboo,  cocoa-trees,  and  mangroves^  The 
natives  appeared  ftout^  and  were  in  height  from  five  feet,  eight  to  fix 
feet  two^  inches ;  their  colour  dark,  and  their  language  harflt  and  dif^ 
agreeable.  The  weapons  which  wcse  feea  were  fpears,  lances  made  of 
a  hard  black  wood,  and  elubs  about  four  feet  in  length*  They  lived 
in  huts  nefiuadbling  haycocks,  with  a  pole  driven  through  the  middle^, 
formed  of  long  gjrafs  and  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-tree*  Thefe  huts 
might  contain  fix  or  eight  peffons  each,  and  wefe  inclofed  with  a 
fence  of  bamboo.  In  a  corner  of  fome  of  the  huts  which  they  entered^ 
they  perceived  a  woodea  ioiage,  intended  to  refemble  a  man ;  in  others, 
the  figuie  of  a  bird,  very  rudely  carved,  daubed  with  red>  and  curi* 
oufly  decorated  with  the  feathers  of  the  emus;  over  thefe  images  were 
fuipended  from  the  roof  feveral  ftringa  of  human  hands^  each  ftring. 
barviag  five  or  fix  hands  on  iu     In  fome  they  found  fmall  piles  of 

human 
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human  Ikulls ;  and  in  one,  in  which  there  was  a  much  larger  pile  of 
Ikulls  than  in  any  other  that  they  had  vifitcd,  they  obferred  fome  gunt 
burning  before  a  wooden  image. 

This  ifland  was  fuppofed  to  be  about  eight  miles  in  length,  five  iff 
breadth,  and  fifteen  in  circumference ;  a  coral  reef  feemed  to  guard  it 
from  all  approach,  except  on  the  north-weft  part,  which  formed  a 
bay,  where  tlie  fhip  anchored  in  thirteen  fathoms  water.  Frelh  water 
was  feen  only  in  one  place. 

Mr.  Bampton  did  not  arrive  at  Timor  until  the  nth  of  September, 
having  been  detained  in  the  Straits  by  a  moft  difficult  and  dangerous' 
navigation.  By  this  paflage  he  had  an  opportunity  of  difcoveriag  that 
the  Straits,  which  were  named  after  Torres,  and  fuppofed  ta  have  been^ 
pafFed  firft  by  him  in  the  year  1606,  and  afterwards  by  Green  in  172^, 
could  never  have  exifted  ;  for  Mr.  Bampton  now  obferved,  that  New- 
Guinea  extended  ninety  miles' to  the  fouthward  of  this  fuppofed 
track. 

The  villains  who  had  broketr  into  Mr.  Kcnt*s  houfe,  bad  the  auda-- 
city  to  fend  that  gentleman  a  letter  in  miferable  verfe,  claiming  to 
thcmfelves  the  honour  of  having  been  the  robbers  of  the  Parfon's 
{lore*room.r  The  fetter  was  accompanied  by  a  pocket-book  belonging 
to  Mr.  Kent,  with  fome  of  his^  papers  j  but  none  of  the  bills  which 
were  in  it  when  it  was  ftolen  were  returned.  The  infolence  of  this 
proceeding,  and  the  frequency  of  thofe  noduraal  vifits-,  fiirprifed  and 
put  all  perlbns  upon  their  guard  ;  but  that  the  enemy  was  within  their 
own  doors  there  was  no  doubt.  An  honeft  fervant  in  that  country 
was  an  invaluable  treafure;  they  were  compelled  to  take  them,  as 
chance  fhould  dired,  from  among  the  common  herd;  and  if  any  one 
was  found  who  had  fome  remains  of  principle  in  him,  he  was  fure  to 
be  foon  corrupted  by  the  vice  which  every  where  furrounded  him. 
The  ftate  of  the  Colony  called  loudly  for  reform  or  punifhment.  The 
criminal  Court  was  fummoned,  and  two  notorious  offenders  were 
condemned  and  executed  ^  another  was  feverely  punifhed  j  but  on 

being 
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being  taken  down  from  the  halberts  declared^  with  exultation^  that 
all  they  could  do  (hould  not  make  him  better* 

The  Britannia  was  hired  by  the  Officers  of  the  Civil  and  Military 
Departments,  to  procure  them  cattle  and  other  articles  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope* 

During  the  month  a  building,  confiding  of  four  cells  for  pKfoners, 
which  had  been  greatly  wanted,  was  added  to  the  guard-houfe. 

A  paflage  OTer  the  inland  mountains,  which  form  the  weftem  boun*- 
dary  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  being  deemed  pradicable,  a  feaman 
(formerly  quarter*mafter  in  the  Sirius)  fet  off  in  Auguft,  with  a  com- 
panion or  two,  determined  to  try  it.  After  feven  days  abfence  they 
returned,  with  an  account  of  their  having  penetrated  twenty  miles 
further  inland  than  any  other  European.  Hacking,  the  feaman,  re- 
ported, that  on  reaching  the  mountains,  his  further  route  lay  over 
^eighteen  or  nineteen  ridges  of  high  rocks  ;  and  that  when,  be  halted, 
determined  to  return,  he  ftill  had  in  view  before  him  the  fame  wild 
and  inacceffible  kind  of  country.  The  fummits  pf  thefe  rocks  were  of 
iron-ftone,  large  fragments  of  which  liad  covered  the  intermediate 
•valleys,  in  which  water  of  a  reddifh  tinge  was  obferved  to  ftagnate  in 
many  fpots.  The  foil  midway  up  the  afcent  appeared  good,  and  af- 
forded (belter  and  food  for  feveral  red  kangooroos.  The  ground  every 
where  bore  figns  of  being  frequently  vifited  by  high  winds;  for  on 
the  fides  expoied  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  it  was  ftrewed  with  the 
trunks  of  large  trees.  They  faw  but  one  native  in  this  defolate  region, 
and  he  fled  from  their  approach,  preferring  the  folitary  enjoyment  of 
his  rocks  and  woods,  with  liberty,  to  any  intercourfe  with  ,them« 
•Thefe  hills  appearing  to  extend  very  far  to  the  northward  and  fouth- 
ward,  an  impaffable  barrier  feemed  fixed  to  the  weft  ward,  and  little 
hope  was  left  of  extending  cultivation  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county 
of  Cumberland. 

By  the  return  of  the  Francis  fchooner  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  it  ap- 
•peared  that  the  harvell  had  been  prodigioufly  productive;  in  fo  much 
that  Lieutenant-Governor  King  had  purchafed  from  the  fettlers  up- 
wan  , 
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wards  of  eleven  thoufand  bufliels  of  maize  ;  and  bills  for  the  amount 
were  drawn  by  him  in  favour  of  the  refpedtive  fettlers ;  but,  requiring 
the  fandion  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Sydney,  they  were  now  fent 
thither.  Mr.  King  had  been  partly  induced  to  m^ake  this  provifional 
kind  of  purchafe,  under  an  idea  that  the  corn  would  be  acceptable  at 
Port  Jackfon,  and  alfo  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  on  which 
the  fettlers  had  received  their  refpedtive  allotments  under  the  regular 
tions  of  Governor  Phillip ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  their  overplus  grain  and 
flock  fhould  be  purchafed  from  them  at  a  fair  market  price*  Beings 
•however,  well  flocked  with  that  article^  the  Lieutenant-Governor  did 
sot  think  himfelf  juftifiable  in  putting  the  crown  to  fo  great  an  ex- 
pence,  and  declined  accepting  the  bills.  Mr«  King  could,  had  it  been 
wanted,  have  furnifh%d  twenty  thoufand  bufhels  of  maizie,  much  of 
which  muft  now  inevitably  perifh,  unlefs  the  fettlers  would,  ag«ree« 
ably  to  a  notification  which  the  Governor  intended  to  fend  them,  re« 
ceive  their  corn  again  from  the  public  flores,  which  did  not  appear 
very  likely,  as  feveral  of  them  had  already  given  up  their  farms  oa 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Ifland  refufing  to  purchafe  their 
fecond  crops ;  and  it  was  reported,  that  mofl  of  the  marine  fettlers  in- 
teAded  to  follow  their  example. 

This  circumflance  naturally  gave  rife  to  an  inquiry,  what  would  be 
the  confequence  if  ever  Government  fhould,  from  farming  on  their 
own  account,  raife  a  quantity  of  wheat  and  maize  fufficieat  for  the 
confiimption  of  thofe  in  the  different  fettlements  who  were  victualled 
by  the  Crown  ?  If  fuch  a  fyflem  fhould  be  adopted,  the  fettlcr  would 
be  deprived  of  a  market  for  his  overplus  grain,  would  find  himfelf  cut 
pfffrom  the  means  of  purchafing  any  of  thofe  comforts  which  his  fa- 
mily muft  inevitably  require,  and  would  certainly  quit  a  country  that 
merely  held  out  to  him  a  daily  fubfiflence ;  as  he  would  look,  if  he 
was  ordinarily  wife,  for  fomething  beyond  that.  It  might  be  faid,. 
that  the  fettlcr  would  raife  flock  for  the  public  j  but  Government 
would  do  the  fame,  and  fo  prevent  him  from  every  chance  of  pro- 
viding for  a  family  beyond  the  prefent  day. 

As. 
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As  it  was  denrable,  thai  tliofe  fcttlert  who  bad  become  rtich  from 
cbnvMksihould  remain  in  that  country ,  the  only  inducement  which  they' 
could  have  would  bp  that  of  raifihg  to  themfdvcs  a  comfortable  inde-* 
pendente  for  the  winter  of  their  own  lives,  and  the  fummer  of  thfcir 
own  progeny.      Government  muft  therefore  encouraige  thefettler/ 
hi  him  be  the  farmer,  and  be  itfelf  the  purchafer.     The  Government 
could  always  fix  itsown  price  ;  and  the  fettler  would  be  fali6fied  if  it 
was  fuch  as  enabled  him  to  procure  requifite  comforts,  and  to  lay  by  a 
portion  of  his  emoluments  for  that  day  when  lie  c06ld  no' lOhgef  till 
the  field  with  the  labour  of  his  own  hands.     With  fuch'  encdurage- 
nient  and  |Jrofpe£t,  New  South  Wales  would  hold  out  &  nioft  promif- 
ihg  field  for  the  iriduftrious  ;  and  might  even  dp.raore  :  it  might  prove 
a  valuable  refource.  and  acceptable  afylum  for  many  broken*  and   re-' 
duced  families,  who,  for  want  of  it,  become  through   misfortunes 
chargeaWfe  to- their  refpedHve  parifhes. 

The  weather  throughout  the  whole  of  Auguft  had  been  very  tiii-' 
pleafant  and  turbulent.     Much  rain  had  fallen,  and  the  w]nd  blew 
ftrong  at  fouth.     On  the  25th,  the  hot  land-wind  vifi ted  them  for  the 
firft  time  that  feafon,  blowing  until  evening  with  much  viblehce,  when* 
it  was  fucceeded  (as  ufually  happened  after  (o  hot  a  day)  by  the  Vvind* 
at  fouth.'  ^'        .    .     ^  ♦ 

'  On  the  firft  of  September  the  Britannia  failed  foi-  'the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  on  a  fecond  fpeculation  for  fome  of  the  gentlemeii  belbn^ififg 
to  the  fettlement.  The  Speedy  alfo  failed  on  her  fifhing  voyage,  the 
mafter  intending  not  to  confume  any  longer  time  in  an  nnfuccelsiul 
trial  of  that  coaft.  "    .  ^*^ 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  early  In  this  month  thought  It  hecefTary 
to  iflue  a  public  order,  calculated  to  imprefs  convidlon  oh  the  'minds 
of  thofe  fettlers  and  others  at  Norfolk  Iflaild,  who  might  tliink^tliem-* 
felves  aggrieved  byhls  late' determination  Bf  ndtorderihg'payment  to* 
be  made  for  the  corn  purchafed  of  them  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 
It  contained  an  aflurance;' that  although  he  fhould  on  all  occafions^be. 
ready  to  adopt  any  plan  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  might  devife 
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for  the  accommodation  or  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk 
Ifland,  yet  in  the  late  bufiaefs  he  had  made  objections,  becaufe  he  did 
liot  confider  himfelf  authorifed  to  ratify  the  agreement. 

He  propofed  to  thofe  who  held  the  bills,  to  take  back  their  com  ;  or 
if  they  preferred  leaving  it  in  the  public  ftores  until  fuch  time  as  an 
anfwer  could  be  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  promifed 
them  that  they  might  depend  on  the  earlieft  communication  of  what- 
ever might  be  his  decifion  ;  and  if  fuch  decifion  (hould  be  to  refufe 
the  payment  of  the  bills,  he  aflured  them  that  grain  fhould  be  returned 
equal  in  quantity  and  quality  to  what  had  been  received  from  them.^ 

How  far  the  fettlers  (who  in  return  for  the  produce  of  their  grounds 
looked  for  fomething  more  immediately  beneficial  to  them  and  their 
families,  than  the  waiting  eighteen  months  or  two  years  for  a  refufal, 
inftead  of  the  payment  of  thcfe  bills)  would  be  fatisfied  with  this  order, 
Was  very  queftionable.  It  has  been  feen  already,  that  they  were  dif- 
fatisfied  at  the  produce  of  their  fecond  crop  not  being  purchafed  ; 
w;hat  then  mud  be  their  ideas  on  finding  even  the  firft  received  in«- 
c|eed,  but  not  accounted  for  ;  purchafed,  but  not  paid  for  ?  It  was 
fair  to  conclude,  that  on  thus  finding  themfelves  without  a  market  for 
their  overplus  grain,  they  would  certainly  give  up  the  cultivation  of 
their  farms  and  quit  the  ifland.  Should  this  happen,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  King  would  have  to  lament  the  neceffity  of  a  meafure  hav- 
ing been  adopted,  which  in  effed  promifed  to  depopulate  his  go- 
vernment. 

On  the  roth  the  Refolution  and  Salamander  ftoreChip  arrived.  Im- 
mediately on  their  anchoring  the  governor  was  given  to  underftand,that, 
from  meeting  with  uncommonly  bad  weather  between  the  Cape  of 
Grood  Hope  and  Van  Dieman*s  Land,  the  matters  apprehended  that 
their  cargoes  had  fuftained  much  damage.  Thefe  gentlemen  entered 
a  proteft,  in  which  they  dated   that  their  Chips  were  much  drained ; 

^  GoTcmor  Hunter,  on  his  arriiral,  ordered  tlic  btUs  to  be  pMj  which  was  after waf Us  con. 
firmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

the 
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the  toaiA  piece  of  the  RcfoIuiion*s  rudder  fprung,  and  the  fails  and 
riggtOg  of  both  worn  out.  During  a  tremendous  gale  of  wind,  accord- 
ing to  the  fuperftitious  feamen,  and  which  they  took  care  to  infert  in 
their  protefl^^  blue  lights  were  fcen  dancing  on  each  maft-head  and 
yard  in  the  Salamander. 

.  Bythefe  {hips  they  learned  his  Majedy's  appointment  of  John 
Hunter,  £fq.  to  be  Governor,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Phillip,  who 
had  refigned  his  office.  Mr.  Phillip's  fervices,  they  underftood,  had 
been  remunerated  by  a  penfion  of  five  hundred  a  yean 

On  the  17th  of  the  month  there  was  a  violent  gale  of  wind  at  fouth- 
weft  ;  and  at  Parramatta,  during,  the  gale,  a  public  granary,  in  which 
were  upwards  of  two  thoufand  four  hundred  bulhels  of  ihelled  maize, 
caught  fire,  through  the  careleffnefs  of  fome  fervants  who  were  boiling 
food  for  ftock  clofe  to  the  building  i  and  all  the  corn,  together  with  a 
number  of  fine  hogs,  the  property  of  an  individual,  were  deftroyed, 
,    Some  fevere  contefts  arapng  the  natives  took  place  during  the  month 
of  Auguft  in  and  about  the  town  of  Sydney.     In  fa£t,  the  inhabitants 
ftill  knew  very  little  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  which  they  poflfcflTed  in  the  conftant  refi- 
dence  of  many  of  them,  and  the  defire  that  they  fliewed  of  cultiva- 
ting their  fricndftiip.     At  the  Hawkelbury  they  were  not  lb  friendly  ; 
a  fettler  there  and   his  fervant  were  neaily  murdered  in  their  hut  by 
fome  natives  from  the  woods,  who  ftole  upon  them  with  fuch  fecrecy, 
as  to  wound  and  overpower  them  before  they  could  procure  affiftance. 
A  few  days  after  this  circumftance,  a  body  of  natives  attacked  the  fet- 
tlersj  and  carried  off  their  clothes,  provifions,  and   whatever  elfe  they 
coold  lay  their  hands  on.     The  fufferers   colleded  what  arms  they 
could,  and,  following  them,  feven  or  eight  of  the  plunderers  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot.     This  mode  of  treating  them  had  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  from  the  frequency  and  evil  effeds  of  their  vifits  ;  but 
whatever  the  fettlers  at  the  river  fuffered  was  entirely  brought  en 
thepi  by  their  own  mifconduft  :  there  was  not  a  doubt  but  that  many 
natives  had  been  wantonly  fired  upon  ;  and  when  their  children,  after 

N  N  2  *       the 


«76  ACCOtJNT  6i  'ffl]fiTMG£.l3H*G0L?)NY       [Septbmbeh, 

the  flight  of  the  parents^  have  fallen' ihto  the  fettt*^  hands,  theyhav^ 
been  detained  at  their  huts,  ndtivRhftanding  the  cameft  intreMiis  «f 
their  parents  to  have  them  reftored.     • " '    ' 

On  the  26th,'  the  Dardalus  failing  vi^ith  ftores  a^id  provillons  for 
Norfolk  Ifland,  two  fetnale  natives,  v^ifhing  to  withdraw  from  th6 
cruelty  which  they,  with  others  of  tlieir  fex,  expcrrienced  fronti  t^eir 
countrymen,  were  allowed  to  embark  in  her,  and  Wfere  configricd  t6 
the  care  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  One  of  them:  was  fifter  to  Ben-* 
nillong ;  the  other  was  connedted  with  the  young  man  his  compa^ 
nion.  Perhaps  they  wifhed  to  wait  in  peace  and  retiremeriit  the  arrival^ 
of  thof^  who  were  bound  to  prote£t  them. 

The  month  of  Odober  opened  with  the  execution  of  a  convift  foi 
houfe-breaking.  He  appeared  fullen  and  hardened  till  brought  to  the 
tree,  when  he  feem.ed  greatly  terrified,  though  he  ftill  perfevered  in 
refufing  to  confefs  his  crime.  On  the  day  following  this  execution^ 
information  was  received  from  Parramatta  of  a:  fettler  being  ftabbed  to 
the  heart  by  a  convi£t  named  Hill,  a  butcher  by  trade*  The  prifoner, 
on  his  trial,  attempted  to  fet  up  an  alibi  for  his  defence ;  but  the  fatft  of 
killing  being  inconteftably  fixed  upon  him,  as  well  as  a  great  degree  of 
malice  which  he  had  borne  the  deceafed,  he  was  condemned,  and  on 
the  i6.th  fufFered  "death  ;  after  which  his  body  was  differed,  accord-* 
ing  to  his  fentence. 

On  the  17th  the  Mercury,  ati.  American  brig,  anchored  in  the  cove 
from  Falkland's 'Illcind.  Tlie  raider  had  nothing  on  board  for  fale^ 
but  brought  the  welcome  tidings  of  his  having  feen  the  officers  of  the 
Spanifh  (hip  Defcuvierta  at  that  place.  Being  in  want  ofbifcuit,  he 
made  application  to  the  commodore  Malafpltia  for  a  fiipplyi  proflfer^ 
ing  to  fettle  the  payment  in  any  manner  that  he  (hould  choofe  tior 
adopt;  but  the'cpmmodore,  after  Handing  him^a  greater  quantlty^thart 
he  had  required,  aflured  him  that  he  was  fnfficiently  fatisfiecl  in  having 
aflifted  a  fhip,  whofe  people,  whether  Englifh  or  America^,  fpok^-the 
language  of  thofe  gentlemen  from  whom  himfelf  and  the  6iE(Jers  of 
ihc  Ihips  under  his  command  had  received,  '^hil^  iti-  H&v^  -SoiitH 

Wales, 
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^aies,  ffich  attention  and  hofpitaHty.  Mr.  Barnet  nttderftood  that 
the  Atrevfda  was  in  the  neighbourhood^  ahd  that  no  lofa  or  accident 
had  happened  In  eithet  fliip  fince  they  left  Port  Jacfcfon.     ^ 

Some  accounts  were  received  from  the  Hawkefbuty,  which  corr©-* 
borated  the  opihion  that  the  fetriers  theffe  merited  the  attacks  which 
were  from  rime  to  time  made  upon  them  by  the  natives ;  it  being 
how  faid,  that  fome  of  them  had  feited  a  native  boy,  and,  ^fter  tyirtg 
bim  hand  and  foot,  had  dragged  him  feveral  times  through  a  fire^ 
until  his  back  was  dreadfully  burnt|  Atid  in  that  (late  had  thrown  him 
into  the  river,  where  they  (hot  at  and  killed  him.  Such  a  report  could 
not  be  heard  without  being  followed  by  the  clofeft  examinAtioit; 
^hen  it  appeared,  that  a  boy  had  aftually  been  (hot  when  in-  the 
water,  from  a  convidioti,  as  they  faid,  of  his  having  been  detached  as 
a  fpy  upon  them  from  a  large '  body ^ of  natives;  and  that  he  Was  re-^ 
turning  to  them  with  an  account  of  their  weaknefe;  thei'e'helhg  oftly 
one  muflcet  to  be  foimd  among  fevctai  f^rnts.  Ko  perfoh*  appearing 
to  contradift  this  account,  it  was  admitted  as  a  truth  j  though  many 
ftill  confidered  it  as  a  tale  ihvented  to  cover  the  trtie  ctrcumftance^ 
that  a  boy  had  been  cruelly  and  wantonly  murdered  by  them.  ' 

iThe  prefence  of  fome  perfon  with  authority  wafe  become  abfohiteiy 
iicceflary  among  thofe  fettlers,  Who;  finding  themfelves  freecf'froAi 
bondage,  inftamly  conceived  that  they  were  above  all  reftriaionSi  ' 

The  arrival  of  the  Surprife'  tranfpOrt  took  place  t)n  the  a5th.  '6h^ 
liad  OA  board  fixty  female  and  twenty*three  jhaleconvift^,  Tome  ftorcs 
and  provifions,  with  three*  fettlers  for  the  colony.  Among  the  pri- 
Toners  were,  MeflTra^  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  and  Margarot,  fourgerf- 
tlemen  lately  convided  in  Scotland  of  the  crime  of  fedition  (^confidered 
as  a  public  ofience).  apd  tranfported'for  the  fame-i    ;  ' 

'  '  A  guard,  confifling  pf  an  erifign  and  twenty-one  pHvates  of  Ihfe 
Npw  $outK  Wal^s  corps,  was/on'W^rd  the  trarirport :  fikcf'th^lh 
pepple  were  derertprs  frgih  oth'ei;'  regiments^  and  broug;ht  from  the 
Bavoy  J  one  of  them,  it  was  underflood*^  had  beeri'tflfed  for  fn<itlriyi*uf 
ah  aggravated  kind,  at  Quebec.         ,  "**  * 

This 
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This  mode  of  recruiting  the  regiment  mud  have  proved  as  dlfgulV- 
ing  to  the  officers  as  it  was  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  the  fettle* 
ment.  If  the  corps  was  raifed  for  the  parpofe  of  proteding  the  civil 
eftabli(hment)  and  of  bringing  a  counterpoife  to  the  vice  and  crimes 
.which  might  naturally  be  expeded  to  exift  among  the  ccnvidls,  it 
ought  to  have  been  carefully  formed  from  the  bed  charaders ;  inftead 
of  which  they  now  found  a  mutineer  (a  wretch  who  could  deliberate 
with  others,  and  confent  himfelf  to  be  the  chofen  inftrument  of  the  de- 
flrudion  of  his  fovereign*s  fon,)  fent  among  ihera,  to  remain  for  life, 
perhaps,  as  a  check  upon  fedition,  now  added  to  the  catalogue  of  their 
other  imported  vices. 

The  ftorelhips  being  cleared  of  their  cargoes,  a  furvey  was  made 
upon  fuch  part  of  them  ^s  was  damaged,  which  was  found  to  be  very 
confidcrable.  A  ferving  of  flops  was  immediately  iffued  to  the  male 
and  female  convids. 

After  an  abfence  of  eight  weeks,  the  Daedalus  returned  from  Nor* 
folk  Ifland ;  and  on  board  her,  ten  of  the  marine  fettlers,  who  had 
given  up  their  grounds  in  confequence  of  the  difappointment  which 
they  experienced  with  refpeft  to  the  corn  bills,  and  had  entered  into 
the  New  South  Wales  corps.  By  her  it  was  underftood,  that  Philip 
Ifland  had  been  found  to  anfwer  extremely  well  for  the  purpofe  of 
breeding  ftock :  fome  hogs,  which  were  allowed  to  be  placed  there  in 
Auguft  1793*  the  property  of  an  individual,  had  increafed  fo  prodi- 
gioufly,  as  to  render  the  raifmg  of  hogs  there  on  account  o(  Govern- 
ment  an  objcft  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Dawlalus  imme-» 
diately  began  preparations  for  her  departure  for  England  j  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Grofe  (xgnified  his  intention  of  quitting  the  fettle-* 
ment  by  that  opportunity.  This  officer  having  fet  apart  for  each  of 
the  gentlemen  who  came  from  Scotland  in  the  Surpri(e  a  bricked  hur^ 
in  a  row  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  coves,  they  took  poflcffion  of  their  new 
habitations ;  ainl  foon  declared,  that  they  found  fufficient  reafon  for 
thinking  their  fituations  ^*  on  the  bleak  and  defolate  Chores  of  New 

4  Holland^'* 
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Holland/'  not  quke  fo  teriible  is  in  England  they  had  been  taught 
to  expert. 

Every  preparation  for  accommodating  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  his  family  being  completed  on  board  the  Daedalus,  he  embarked 
in  the  evening  of  the  I5tli«  With  him  went  the  principal  furgeon  of 
the  colony ;  alfo  Mr.  Bain,  the  chaplain  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  and  a  furgeon*s  mate. 

In  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Deceipber  the  fignal^was  made  at 
the  fouth-head  for  a  Yciei,  which  came  in  about  three  o*clock,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Experiment,  a  fnow,  from  Bengal,  laden  with  fpirits, 
fugar,  piece-goods,  and  a  few  eaiks  of  provifions ;  the  fpeculation  be- 
ing fuggefted  by  thb  agent  for  the  Sugar  Cade  and  Boddington.  The 
Experiment  had  had  a  paflTage  of  three  months  from  Calcuttr.  From 
Mn  £.  M^Lellan,  the  mafter,  the  inhabitanu  of  Port  Jackfon  learned 
that  a  large  (hip^  named  the  Neptune,  had  been  freighted  with  cat* 
tie,  &C.  in  purfuance  of  the  contract  entered  into  with  Mr«  Bampton, 
and  had  failed  from  Bombay  in  July ;  but  was  unfortunately  loft  in 
the  river  by  failing  againft  the  monfoon :  when  Mr.  Bampton  might 
be  expeded,  therefore,  was  very  uncertain*  # 

The  diredion  of  the  colony,  during  the  abfence  of  the  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-Governor,  devolving  upon  the  officer  higheft  in  rank 
then  on  fervice  in  the  colony.  Captain  William  Paterfon,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps,  on  Chrift mas-day  took  the  paths  prefcribed  by  his 
Majefty*8  letters  patent.  This  officer,  expelling  every  day  the  arrival 
of  Governor  Hunter,  made  no  alteration  in  the  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  difFerent  duties  of  the  fettlement  now  entrufted  to  his  care  and 
guidance. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  month  a  general  mufter  was  ordered  of  all 
tlie  male  convids,  together  with  the  perfons  who  had  ferved  their 
feveral  terms  of  tranfportation,  as  well  thofe  refiding  at  Sydney  and 
Parramatta,  as  thofe  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkefbury.  The 
following  ration  was  alfo  ordered,  the  maize  being  nearly  expended : 

TO 
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.  TO  CiVIJL,  l^JLITAKY,  AND  '        \ 

FREE  SETTLERS.  TO  MALE  C0KV1CTS#     . 

Eight  j^ounds  of  flour,  Four  pounds  ^of  flour^ 

Seven  pounds  of  beef;  Seven  pounds  of  beef, 

(Or  feven  pounds  of  pork,)  (Or-ftven  pounds  of  pork,) 

Five  pints  of  peafe^  Three;  pints  of  peafe^ 

Six  ounces  fugar.  Six  ounpeyifngar, 

•     ',  .  i.THr^  piiLCs  of  rice* 

^  A  jail  gang  ^afi  alfo  ordered  Co  be  eftabli^ied  i«  Tooogabbe^  for  thb 
employment  and  puni(hment  o£  all  bad  capd  fufpicious  charadiers. 

Wheat  was  dtredied  tobe^purchafed  from  the  fettlets  at  ten  Ihillinga 
per  budxd,  mtich  of  <  that  grain  being  fotand  tohav^  bfcen  blighted; 
The  ground  about  Toongabbe  ivas  -prenounced  to  b^  worn  out,  the 
produce  of  l!he'  laft  harveft  not  averaging*  more  than  fix  or  fev^or 
bnihels  an  aore,  though  at'firft  it  was  computed  aft  feventeefi«  Thto 
northern  faams  bad  alfo  failed  through  a  blight;  ^  .     ,    . 

Tlie  lofs.by  death  in  the  year  1794  was,  two  fettlers ;  four  foldiers ; 
one  foldier's  wife  ;  thirty*  two  mak  convids  ;  ten  female  convids,  and 
t9Q  children  }  making  a  total  of  fifty-nine  peribnst. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

GANGS  SENT  TO  TILL  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS.— THE  FRANCIS  SAILS.— REGU- 
LATIONS FOR  THE  HAWKESBURY.— TRANSACTIONS  THERE. NATIVIS.— 

WEATHER. DEATHS. PRODUCE    AT     THE     RIVER.— NATIVES.— -THE 

FRANCIS    RETURNS    FROM    PORT    STEPHENS. — TRANSACTIONS    THERE.— 

THE  BRITANNIA  ARRIVES  FROM  THE  CAPE. THE  FANCY  FROM  NEW  ZEA« 

LAND.— INFORMATION.— A    NATIVE    KILLED. WEATHER.— -CRIMINAL 

COURT.— RATION  REDUCED.— THE  BRITANNIA  HIRED  TO  PROCURE  PRO- 

■     VISIONS.— NATIVES  AT  THE  HAWKESBURY.— THE  ENDEAVOUR  ARRIVES.— 

I 

CONVICTS. CASUALTIES.— -RATION.— -A    CRIMINAL   AND  CIVIL  COURT 

.  HELD.-^CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DEATH  OF    DAVENEY. SALT    MADE.-^ 

WILSONy    KNIGHT,     AND    THE    NATIVES.— -THE     PROVIDENCE     ARRIVES 

FROM  ENGLAND.— FOUR  CONVICTS  BROUGHT    FROM    PORT    STEPHENS. 

STORM.  — THE    FANCY    ARRIVES    FROM    NORFOLK    ISLAND. THE   SUPPLY 

AND  RELIANCE  ARRIVE. — GOVERNOR  HUNTER's  COMMISSION  READ.- 
TRANSACTIONS. — ANOTHER  ARRIVAL  FROM  ENGLAND.  — COLONIAL  RE- 
GULATIONS.  THE  SOVEREIGN    STORE-SHIP   ARRIVES    FROM   ENGLAND. 

CONVICT  EXECUTED.  — PRINTINO-PRESS  EMPLOYED. —  RATION. •—INFOR- 
MATION FROM  NORFOLK  ISLAND. — THE  CATTLE  LOST  IN  I788  DISCO- 
VERED.—BBNNILLONg's  CONDUCT  AFTER  HIS  RETURN  FROM  ENGLAND. 
—NATIVES. METEOROLOGICAL  PHiENOMENON.— DEATHS  IN  I795. 

AT  the  commencement  of  January  1795,  from  the  great  numbers 
of  labouring  convidts  who  were  employed  in  fundry  works  in 
the  town  of  Sydney,  and  at  the  grounds  about  Peter(ham;  of 
others  employed  with  oflScers  and  fettlers  ;  of  thofe  who,  their  terms 
of  tranfportation  being  expired,  were  allowed  to  provide  for  them- 
fclves ;  and  of  others  who  had  been  permitted  to  leave  the  colony  j— 
public  field-labour  was  entirely  at  a  (land.  The  prefent  command- 
ing oflScer,  wifhing  to  cultivate  the  ground  belonging  to  Government, 
collected  as  many  labourers  as  could  be  got  together,  and  fent  a  gang, 

o  o  formed 
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formed  of  bricklayers,  brick-makers,  timber-carriage  men,  &c.  &c. 
to  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  there  to  prepare  the  ground  for  wheat 
for  the  enfuing  feafon.  At  the  mufter  which  had  been  lately  taken, 
fifty  people  were  found  without  any  employment,  whofe  fervices  ftill 
belonged  to  the  public  ;  moft  of  thefe  were  laid  hold  of,  and  fent  to 
hard  labour  j  and  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time  that  fome  were  at  large 
in  the  woods,  runaways  and  vagabonds. 

On  the  day  following,  the  colonial  fchooner  failed  for  the  river^ 
having  on  board  a  mill,  provifions,  &c.  for  the  fettlers  there.  A  mi- 
litary guard  was  alfo  ordered,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  was 
to  introduce  fome  r^ulations  among  the  fettlers,  and  to  prevent,  by 
the  effed;  of  his  prefence  and  authority^  the  commiffion  of  thofe  enor- 
Inities  which  difgrjsK:ed  that  fettlement. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  month,  as  a  convift  entered  the  door  of  his  hut, 
he  was  bit  in  the  foot  by  a  black  fnake  j  the  effed  was,  an  immediate 
fwelling  of  the  foot,  leg,  and  thigh,  and  a  large  tumour  in  the  groin* 
The  Surgeon  was  fortunately  able  to  reduce  all  thofe  fwellings  by  fre- 
quently bathing  the  parts  with  oil,  and  faved  the  man's  life  without 
having  recourfe  to  amputation.  While  the  inhabitants  had  lived  in  a 
wood,  and  might  naturally  have  expeded  to  have  been  troubled  with 
them,  fnakes  and  other  reptiles  were  by  ao  meana  fo  often  feen,  as 
fince,  by  clearing  and  opening  the  country  about  them,  the  natives 
had  not  had  opportunities  of  fetting  the  woods  fo  frequently  on  fire. 
But  now  they  were  often  met  in  the  different  paths  about  the  fettle- 
ments,  ba&ing  at  mid-day  in  the  funfhine,  and  particularly  after  a 
fliower  of  rain. 

Much  was  heard  and  feen  of  the  natives  in  the '  month  of  Janu- 
,  ary.  At  the  Hawkelbury  a  man  had  been  wounded  by  fome  of  the 
wood  tribe.  Two  female  natives  were  murdered  not  far  from  the 
town  of  Sydney  during  the  night  j  and  another  vidlim,  alfo  a  female, 
of  Pe-mul-wy's  party,  having  been  fecured  by  the  males  of  a  tribe 
inimical  to  him,  was  dragged  into  the  woods,  where  they  exercifed 

8  every 
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^very  ad  of  cruelty  and  brutal  luft  upon  her,  which  their  fpirit  of 
revenge  fuggefted. 

The  principal  labour  performed  in  January  was,  preparing  the 
ground  for  wheat.  The  Indian  corn  looked  very  well ;  and  the  fettlers 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkelbury  fuppofed  that  at  leaft  thirty  thou- 
fand  bu(hels  of  that  grain  would  be  raifed  among  them.  Several  na- 
tive boys,  from  eight  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  were  at  this  time  liv- 
ing among  the  fettlers  in  the  different  diftrids,  and  were  found  capa- 
ble of  being  made  extremely  ufeful ;  going  cheerfully  into  the  fields 
to  labour ;  and  the  elder  ones  with  eadc  hoed  ia  a  few  hours  a  greater 
quantity  of  ground  than  that  generally  affigned  to  a  convid  for  a  day's 
work.  Some  of  thefe  were  allowed  a  ration  of  provifions  from  the 
public  fiore. 

In  confequence  of  the  heavy  rains,  the  river  at  the  Hawkefbury  rofe 
many  feet  higher^  than  it  had  ever  been  known  to  do;  by  which  feve- 
ral  fettlers  fuffered  very  much.  At  Toohgabbe  the  wheat  belongiog  t;o 
Government  was  confiderably  injured.  At  Parramatta  the  damage  was 
extenfive :  the  bridge  over  the  creek,  which  had  been  well  conftruded, 
was  entirely  fwept  away,  and  the  boats  with  their  moorings  garrii^d 
down  the  river. 

A  convid  had  died  in  this  month,  having  fwallowed  arfenic.  It 
was  remarkable  in  his  untimely  end,  that  he  himfelf  placed  the  poifon, 
.with  a  view  of  defkroying  rats  with  which  the  houfe  that  he  lived  in 
was  infefted,  and  was  particular  in  cautioning  others  againft  it*  What 
could  induce  him  to  take  that  himfelf,  of  which  he  knew  the  ill  effed 
upon  thofe  whom  he  had  warned,  no  perfon  feemed  to  have  the  power 
of  determining. 

Some  officers  who  had  made  an  excurfion  to  the  Hawkefbury  early 
in  .'February^  with  a  view  of  feleding  eligible  fpots  for  farms,  on  their 
return  fpoke  highly  of  the  corn  which  they  faw  growing  there,  and 
of  the  pifturefque  appearance  of  many  of  the  fettlers'  farms.  Thofe 
people  told  them,  that  in  general  their  grounds  which  had  been  in 
wheat  had  produced  from  thirty  to  thirty-fix  bufhcls  an  acre  j  that 

002  they 
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they  found  one  bufhel  (or  on  fome  fpots  five  pecks)  of  feed  fufficient 
to  fow  an  acre ;  and  that,  if  fown  as  early  as  the  month  of  April  or 
May,  they  imagined  the  ground  would  produce  a  fecond  crop,  and 
the  feafon  be  not  too  far  advanced  to  ripen  it*  Their  kitchen  gardens 
were  plentifully  (locked  with  vegetables. 

^  The  mafter  of  the  Francis  fchooner  complained  that  the  navigation 
of  the  river  was  likely  to  be  hurt.  The  fettlcrs  having  fallen  many 
trees  into  the  water,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  would  drift  afliore 
on  fome  of  the  points  of  the  river,  when,  in  procefs  of  time,  fand,  &c, 
might  lodge  againft  them,  and  form  dangerous  obftrudions  in  the 
way  of  craft  which  might  be  hereafter  ufed  on  the  riven  No  doubt 
remained  of  the  ill  and  impolitic  conduit  of  fome  of  the  fettlers  tow- 
ard the  natives ;  as,  in  revenge  for  fome  cruelties  which  the  favagcs 
had  experienced,  they  threatened  to  piit  to  death  three  of  them  by 
name,  and  had,  through  miftake,  actually  attacked  and  badly  wounded 
others.  Thcfe  particulars  were  obtained  through  the  means  of  one 
Wilfon,  a  wild  idle  young  man,  who,  his  term  of  tranfportation 
being  expired,  preferred  living  among  the  natives  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  river,  to  earning  the  wages  of  honeft  induftry  by  working  for  fet- 
tlcrs. He  had  formed  fomething  of  an  intermediate  language  between 
his  own  and  theirs,  with  which  he  made  a  fhift  to  comprehend  mod 
of  what  they  wifhed  to  communicate;  for  they  did  not  conceal  the 
fenfe  they  entertained  of  the  injuries  which  had  been  done  them. 
As  the  gratifying  of  an  idle  wandering  difpofition  was  the  fole  objeft 
with  Wilfon  in  herding  with  thefe  people,  no  good  confequence  was 
likely  to  enfue  from  it ;  and  it  was  by  no  means  improbable,  that  at 
fome  future  time,  if  difgufted  with  the  white  people,  he  might  join 
the  blacks,  and  aifift  them  in  committing  depredations,  or  make  ufe 
of  their  aflSftance  to  punifh  or  revenge  his  own  injuries.  Mr.  Grimes, 
therefore,  propofed  taking  him  with  him  in  the  fchooner  to  Port 
Stephens. 

There 
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There  were  at  thia  time  feveral  convias  in  the  woods  fubfifting  by 
theft ;  and  it  having  been  reported,  that  three  of  them  had  been  met 
armed,  it  became  neceflary  to  fecure  them  as  foon  as  poffible.  People 
were  fent  out  immediately  ;  and  one  of  the  wretched  runaways  was 
foon  met  with  in  the  a£t  of  robbing  a  garden,  and,  refufmg  to  fur- 
render,  was  fliot.  The  knowledge  of  his  fate  drove  the  others  to  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  fettlement. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  month  the  natives  adjufted  fome  affairs 
of  hont)ur  in  a  convenient  fpot  near  the  brick-fields.  Thofe  who  lived 
about  the  fouth  fhore  of  Botany  Bay  brought  with  them  a  ftranger  of 
an  extraordinary  appearance  and  charader  j  even  his  name  had  fome- 
thing  uncommon  in  the  found,  Gome-boak^  He  had  been  feveral 
days  on  his  journey  from  the  place  where  he  lived,  which  was  far 
fouthward.  la  height  he  was  not  more  than  five  feet  two  or  three 
inches;  but  by  far  the  mod  mufcular,  fquare,  and  well-formed  native 
that  had  been  fcen  in  that  country.  He  fought  well  j  his  fpears 
were  remarkably  long,  and  he  defended  bimfelf  with  a  fhield  that  co- 
vered his  whole  body.  The  inhabitants  of  Sydney  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  him  engage  with  fome  of  their  friends,  and  of  obferv- 
ing  that  neither  their  perfons  nor  reputations  fufFered  any  thing  in  the 
conteft.  When  the  fight  was  over,  on  fome  of  the  gentlemen  prai- 
fing  to  them  the  martial  talents  of  this  ftranger,  the  ftrehgth  and  mui^ 
cle  of  his  arm,  and  the  excellence  of  his  fight,  they  admitted  the 
praife  to  be  juft  j  but  hinted,  that,  with  all  thefe  excellencies,  when 
oppofed  to  them,  he  had  not  gained  the  flightefl  advantage ;  yet,  un« 
willing  to  have  him  too  highly  thought  of,  they,,  with  horror  in  their 
countenances,  afiured  thofe  with  whom  they  talked,  that  Gome-boak 
was  a  cannibaL 

On  the  I  ft  of  March  the  Francis  returned  from  Port  Stephens; 
when  the  mailer  reported,  that  he  went  into  two  frefh-water  branches, 
up  which  he  rowed,  until^  at  no  very  great  diftance  from  the  entrance, 
he  found  them  terminate  in  a  fwamp.  He  defcribed  the  land  on  each 
fide  to  be  low  and  fandy,  and  had  feen  nothing  while  in  that  harbour 

which 
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which  in  his  opinion  could  render  a  fecond  vifit  neceflary.  The  na- 
tives were  fo  very  unfriendly,  that  he  made  few  obfervations  on  them, 
other  than  that  they  were  fomewhat  taller  and  a  ftouter  race  of  people 
than  thofe  about  Sydney  :  their  language  was  entirely  different.  Their 
huts  and  canoes  were  fomething  larger,  and  their  weapons  were  the 
fame.  They  welcomed  him  on  fhore  with  a  dance,  joined  hand  in 
hand  round  a  tree,  to  exprefs,  perhaps,  their  unanimity ;  but  one  of 
them  afterwards,  drawing  Mr.  Grimes  into  the  wood,  poifed  a  fpear, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  throwing  it,  when  he  was  prevented  by  young 
Wilfon  ;  who,  having  followed  Mr.  Grimes  with  a  double-barrelled 
gun,  levelled  at  the  native,  and  fired  k.  He  was  fuppofed  to  be 
wounded,  for  he  fell ;  but,  rifmg  again,  he  made  a  fecond  attempt  to 
throw  the  fpear,  and  was  again  prevented  by  Wilfon :  the  effed  of 
this  fecond  fliot  was  fuppofed  to  be  conclufive,  as  he  was  not  feen  to 
rife  any  more.  Mr.  Grimes  got  back  to  his  boat  without  further 
interruption. 

The  fpirit  of  inquiry  being  on  foot,  an  oflScer  of  the  corps  made  an 
cxcurfion  to  the  fouthward  of  Botany  Bay,  and  brought  back  with 
him  fome  of  the  head  bones  of  a  marine  animal,  which,  on  infpedion^ 
Captain  Paterfon,  the  only  naturalrft  in  the  country,  pronounced  to 
have  belonged  to  that  defcribed  by  M.  de  Buffon,  and  named  by  him 
.the  Manatee. 

On  this  cxcurfion,  the  officer  received  fome  information  which  led 
him  to  believe  that  the  cattle  which  had  been  loft  foon  after  the  fettle- 
ment  was  formed,  were  ftill  in  exiftence.  The  natives  who  converfed 
with  him  were  fo  particular  in  their  account  of  having  feen  a  large 
animal  with  h6rns,  that  he  fliortly  after,  taking  fome  of  them  with 
him  as  guides,  fet  off  to  feek  them  ;  but  returned  without  fuccefs,  not 
having  niet  with  any  trace  that  could  lead  to  fuppofe  that  they  might 
'ever  be  found. 

On  the  4th  of  March  the  Britannia  returned  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  having  been  gone  fix  months.     Mr.  Ratven  brought 

alive 
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alive  to  his  employers,  one  ftalUon,  twenty-nine  mareSi  three  fillies, 
and  twelve  flicep. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  fome  of  the  Englifli  witnefled  an  extra- 
ordinary tranfadion  which  took  place  among  the  natives  at  the  brick- 
fields. A  young  man,  of  the  name  of  Bing-yi-wan-ne,  well  known 
in  the  fettlenoent,  being  detedled  in  an  amour  with  Maw-ber-ry,  the 
companion  of  another  native  Ye-ra-ni-be  Go-ru-ey,  the  latter  fell  upon 
him  with  a  club,  and,  being  a  powerful  man,  and  of  fuperior  ftrength, 
abfolutely  beat  him  to  death.  Bing-yi-wan-ne  had  fome  friends,  who 
on  the  following  day  called  Ye-ra-ni-be  to  an  account  for  the  murder  ; 
when,  the  affair  being  condudked  with  more  regard  to  honour  than 
juftice,  he  came  off  with  only  a  fpear-wound  in  his  thigh. 

The  Toongabbe  hills  being  reported  to  be  worn  out,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  let  them  remain  fallow  for  that  feafon  j  and  a  fpot  called  the 
Ninety  Acres,  and  the  hills  between  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  which 
had  before  been  prepared,  were  now  fown.  It  being  April,  the 
farmers  were  every  where  putting  their  wheat  into  the  ground,  except 
at  the  river,  where  they  had  fcarcely  made  any  preparations,  confunt- 
ing  their  time  and  fubftance  in  drinking  and  rioting;  and  trufting  to 
the  extreme  fertility  of  the  foil,  which  they  declared  would  produce 
an  ample  crop  at  any  time  without  much  labour.  So  filly  and  thought- 
lefswerethefe  people,  who  were  thus  unworthily  placed  on  the  banks 
of  a  river  which,  from  its  fertility,  and  the  effedts  of  its  inundations, 
might  not  improperly  be  termed  the  Nile  of  New  South  Wales. 

From  the  reduced  ftate  of  the  falted  provifions,  it  became  neceffary 
(fuch  had  been  but  too  often  the  preamble  to  an  order)  to  diminifli  the 
ration  of  that  article  ;  and  half  the  beef  and  half  the  pork  was  flopped 
at  once.  In  fome  meafure  to  render  this  great  redudion  lighter,  three 
pints  of  peafe  were  added.  This  circumftance  induced  the  command- 
ing officer,  on  the  day  when  the  alteration  took  place,  to  hire  the  Bri- 
tannia to  proceed  to  India  for  a  cargo  of  falted  provifions.  Supplies 
might  arrive  before  fhe  could  return  ;  but  the  war  in  which  England 
was  engaged  increafed  the  chances  againft  them*    In  the  mean  time,  to 
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lave  the  fait  meat  as  much  as  pofllble,  fuch  frefli  pork  as  was  brought 
in  good  condition  to  the  ftore  was  purchafed  and  ferved  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two  pounds  of  frefh  in  lieu  of  one  of  fait. 

On  the  2ift  of  Apiil  the  olonial  fchooner  returned  from  the 
Hawkefbury,  bringing  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  bufhels  of  remark- 
ably fine  Indian  corn  from  the  ftore  there.  The  mafter  again  re- 
ported his  apprehenfions  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  would  be 
obftruOed  by  the  fettlers,  who  continued  the  pradUce  of  falling  <he 
trees  and  rolling  them  into  the  ftream.  He  found  five  feet  lefs  water 
at  the  ftore-wharf  than  when  he  had  been  there  in  February,  owing 
to  the  dry  weather  which  for  fome  time  paft  had  prevailed. 

At  that  Settlement  an  open  war  feemed  about  that  time  to  have 
•commenced  between  the  natives  and  the  fettlers ;  and  word  was  re- 
ceived over-land,  that  two  of  the  latter  had  been  killed  by  a  party  of 
the  former.  The  natives  appeared  in  large  bodies,  men,  women, and  chil- 
dren, provided  with  blankets  and  nets  to  carry  ofFthe  corn,  (of  which  they 
appeared  as  fond  ae  thofe  natives  who  lived  at  Sydney,)  and  feemed 
determined  to  take  it  whenever  and  wherever  they  could  meet  with 
opportunities.  In  their  attacks  they  conduced  themfelves  with  much 
art;  but  where  that  failed,  they  had  recourfe  to  violence  ;  and  on  the 
leaft  appearance  of  refiftance  made  ufe  of  their  fpears  or  clubs.  To 
check  at  once,  if  poflible,  thefe  dangerous  depredators,  Captain  Pater- 
fan  direded  a  party  of  the  corps  to  be  fent  from  Parramatta,  with  in- 
ftrudions  to  ;deftroy  as  many  as  they  could  meet  with  of  the  wood 
tribe  (Be-dia-gal)  ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  ftriking  terror,  to  ered  gibbets 
in  different  places,  whereon  the  bodies  of  all  they  might  kill  were  to  be 
hung.  It  was  reported  that  feveral  of  thefe  people  were  killed  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  order;  but  none  of  their  bodies  were  found  (perhaps 
if  any  were  killed  they  were  carried  off  by  their  companions) :  fome 
prifoners,  however,  were  taken  and  fent  to  Sydney ,;  one  man  (appa- 
rently a  cripple),  five  women,  and  fome  children.  One  of  the  wo- 
men, with  a  child  at  her  breaft,  had  been  (hot  through  the  fhoulder, 
and  the  feme  (hoi  had  wounded  the  babe :  every  care  was  taken  of 
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tSiein  that  humaimty  fuggefted*     The  cripple  in  a  fliort  time  found 
means  to  efcapey  and  by  fwimming  reached  the  north  fhore  in  fafety, 
whence  no  doubt  he  got  back  to  his  friends.     Captain  Paterfon  hoped 
that  by  detaining  the  prifoners,  and  treating  them  well,  fome  good 
cffed  might  refiilt ;  but  finding,  after  fortie  time,  that  coercion,  not 
attention,  was  more  likely  to  anfwer  his  ends,  he  fent  the  woman 
back.     While  (he  had  been  at  th6  fettlement  the  wounded  child  died  ; 
and  one  of  the  women  was  delivered  of  a  boy,  which  died  imme- 
diately.    Qn  the  foldiers'  withdrawing,  the  natives  attacked  a  farm 
nearly  oppofibe  Rkhmond  Hill,  and  put  a  fettler  and  his  fon  to  death: 
tbe  wife,  after  receiving. fe vera!  wounds,  crawled  down  the  bank,. and 
copoe^leci  h^ffelf  am.bng  fome  reeds  half  immerfed  in  the  river,  where 
fhe.  rfiitiaine.d  a  cofifiderable  time  without  aififtance :  being  at  length 
fQjiiod,  this  poor  creature,  after  having  feen  her  liufbahd  and  her 
child  flat}ghtdr.ed  before  her  eyes,  was  taken  into  tl^e  hofpital  at  Farra- 
njatta,  where  fhe  recovered,  though  flowly,  of  her  wounds.^   In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  horrid  circumdance,  another  par^y.  of ibe  corps  was 
fent  out ;  and  while  they  were  tliere  the  natives; kept  at  a  dtftance. 
l^hirS^diity  now  became  perinahent ;  and  the  foldiers  were  diflributed 
amo»g'tke  .fettler^  f&r  their  pro t'eaion  :  a  protteillon,  however^  that 
many  of  ^xem' did  riot  merit#  /..;..:.'       -  -'^     ' ;  .  \ 

.  Pe-mnl-wy,  or  fome  of  Ihis  party,  were  not  idle  about  Sydney  j  they 
even  ventured  :to  appear  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Brickfield  huts,  and 
wounded  a  convid  who  was  going  to  a  neighbouring  farm.  As  one 
of  the  raoft  frequented' walks  from  the  town  lay  in  that  direftion,  this, 
circumftance  .was  at  firft  very,  unpleafant;  .but  the  "natives  were  not 
feen  tb^rc:  any  more.  *  •         ;  •  / 

.  On  the  I  jth,  the  pleafant  intelligence  qf  Mr.  Bampton's  anrivalfrom 
Bombay  wa?  difperfed  ihrough:  the  fettlement.  .  He  commanded  the 
Endeavour,  a  fliip  of  eight  hundred  tons,  and  had  on  board  one  him- 
dred  and  thirty- two  head  of  cattle,  a  quantity  of  rice,  and  the.bther 
articles,  of  the  conrraS  engaged  in  l^y  Lieuterlant-GoVernor  Grofe,  ' 
e^^cept  the  fait  provifions.     jShe  had  been  elcvep  wcckj  from  Bombay.  : 

p  p  The 
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The  cattle  wei^,  in  general,  in  very  good  condition  ;  of  the  number 
arrived,  forty  were  for  draught,  fixty  for  breeding,  and  the  remainder 
calves ;  but  fomc  of  thefe  folarge,  aa to  be. valued  and  taken.at  fifteen* 
guineas,  per  head. 

The  4th  of  June,  as  hacj.ever  been  the  cuftom  in  the  fettlement,. 
was  fet  apart  as  a  hplidayi 

On  the  i5th.the  Britannia  failed*  for  India*     As  the  (late  of  the  fet- 
tlement  at  her  departure  required,  every  exertion  to  be  made  in  pro* 
curing  an  immediate  fupply  of  provifions^  Mr.  Raven  wa»  direfted  to* 
repair  to  Batavia,  to  procure,  if  poflible,  a  cargo  of  European  faltedi 
meat.     The  neceflity  of  his  immediate  return.\ra8  fo  urgent,  that  if  he 
found  on  his  arrival  that  only  half  a  cargo  could  be  had^  he  was  to 
fill  up  the  remainder  of  the  ftbwage  withirice-  and  fugar^  and  make 
the  heft  ofiiis  way  back  ;  but  if  falted  providons  were  not  to  begot  at, 
Batavia,  he  was-  to  proceed  to  Calcutta^     Should  circumftances  prove 
fp  adverse  to  the  colbny^  as  to  caufehia^^failure-at  both  thefe  ports,  Mr. 
Raven  was  at- liberty  to  return  byi  thcway  of  the  Cape  of  Good.  Hope,., 
asprovifions  were  atany  rate  to  be  procured :  if  poflible. 

The  cattle  lately  arrived  feemed'to  fiifFer  by  their  change  of  climate ;: 
one  CQw  and  feveral  calves  died;  perhaps  as  much  from  mifmanage- 
ment  as^by  the  weather  ;  for,, with  very  few  exceptions^  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  feted:  from. among:  the  prifoners,  or  thofe  who  had. been  fuch,.. 
any  who  would'  feel  ^  hoQeft'  ihterefb  in*  executing  the  fervice  in 
which, they  were  employedi.    They  would  pilfer  half  the  grain  en- 
trufted  to  theit  care  for  the  cattle;  they  would  Ifead  them-  into  the 
woods  for  pafturage^, and  there  leave  them  until  obliged  to  >condudt^ 
them  in.;,  they  would ^ neither  cliban  them  nor  themfelves.     Indolent, 
and  by  long  habit  worthiefs,  no  dependence-could  be  placed  on  them. . 
In  every  itiftaoce  they,  endeavoured  to  circumvent ;  and  whenever; 
their  exertions^  were  called;  for^.  they  firft  looked  about  them  to  dif- 
cover  how  thofe  exertions  might- be  turned  *to  their  own  advantage. 
Gould  it  then^  be  wondered  at^  if  little  had> been  done  fince  the  efta* 
Wilhment  of  the  colony  ?;  and  muft  it  not  rather  excite  admiration  to 
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fee  how  much  had  been  performed  ?  Whatever  was  to  be  fecn.was 
the  effedt  of  the^inoft  unremitting,  and  perhaps  degrading  vigilance  on 
the  part  >of  thofe  in  whom  the  executive  power  had  been  from  time  to 
time  vefted ;  and  of  the  intereft  that  many  rndividnals  had  felt,  in 
raifing  that  country  from  its  original  infignificance  to  fome  degree  of  " 
confequence. 

On  the  firft  of  July,  the  falted  provifions  being  all  expended,  except 
a  few  caiks,  thefe  were  referved  for  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  corps.  On  Saturday  the  i  ith  of  th^  month  the  coa« 
vids  r«:eived  the  following  rations 

Indian  com     -     -     -  12    pounds  (unground); 

Rice     -----  5    ditto; 

Dholl  -----  3    pints ; 

Sugar  -----  i|  pound; 

being  the  firft  time  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  the  colony,  that  they 
had  gone  from  the  ftore  without  receiving  either  falted  or  frelh  meat^ 
On  the  following  Monday  the  military  received 

Salt  pork    -----     a  pounds  j 

Indian  com      -    -    -    -12  dittp  unground  j 

Peafc      ..-.-.-     3  pints  j 

Rice      ------     3  ditto ; 

Sugar     .-.---'    6  ounces. 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  ftores,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  fuppliei 
were  moft  ardently  deiired.  It  was  truly  unfortunate  that  Mr.  Bamp^ 
ton  had  not  been  able  to  procure  any  falted  provifions  at  Bombay^ 
1>ut  in  lieu  thereof  had  fupplied  rice,  which  could  well  have  been 
fpared,  as  they  now  began  to  grow  grain  fufficient  for  their  confump- 
tion  from  crop  to  crop,  and  grain  which  was  at  all  times  preferred  to 
the  imports  from  India.  DhoU  and  rice  were  never  well  received  by 
the  prifoners  as  an  equivalent  for  JOiour^  particularly  when  peafe 
formed  a  part  of  the  ration ;  and  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that  a  necef- 
iity  ever  exifted,  of  forcing  upon  them  fuch  traih  as  they  had  from 
time  to  time  been  obliged  to  digeft. 

p  p  a  The 
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The  effedls  of  this  ration  foon  appeared  ;  fie  vera!  attacks  were  made 
on  individuals,  one  wretch  ftolc  a  very  fine  greyhound,  and,  inftead 
of  fecretly  employing  him  in  procuring  occafionally  a  frefh  meal,  he 
adually  killed  the  poor  animal  and  fold  it  to  diiferent  people  in  th(r 
town  for  kangooroo  at  nine-pence  per  pound  ;  probably  applauding 
himfelf  for  a  trick  that  he  thought  would  go  down  with  the  hungry; 
but  being  deteded  in  his  villainous  traffic,  he  was  feverely  punifliod. 

From  the  fcaniinefs  of  falted  provifioas,  the  article  of  fak  was  become 
as  fcarce.  Oae  of  the  fettlers  lately  arrived  caufed  it  to  be  reported, 
that  amoqg  other  ufeful  knowledge,  he  poflefled  that  pf  making  fak 
from  fea-water,  and  offered  his  fervices  for  th^t  purpofe.  His  ofFers^ 
were  accepted,  and  an  eligible  fpot  being  chofen  he  began  his  ope* 
rations,  fof  which  he  had  fevcn  men  allowed  him;  whofe  labour^ 
however,  only  produced  three  or  four  bufhela  of  fak  in  more  than  as 
many  weeks. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Auguft  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales V 
birth-day  was  celebrated  by  his  diHant^  but  not  the  lefs  ardent,  adr 
mirers. 

Wilfon,  or  as  the  natives  termed  him,  Bun-bo-e,  immediately 
after  his  return  from  Port  Stephens  with  the  deputy-fiirveyor^  went 
off  to  the  natives  at  the  river.  Another  vagabond,  who  like  himfelf 
had  been  a  convid,  thinking  that  there  muft  be  fome  fweets  in  the 
life  which  Wilfon  preferred,  determined  to  iHare  them  with  him,  and 
went  off  to  the  woods.  About  the  middle  of  the  month  they  both  re- 
turned to  Sydney,  accompanied  by  fome  of  their  favage  companions. 
On  the  day  following  it  appeared  that  their  vific  v^as  for  the  purpofe 
of  forcing  a  wiffe  from  among  their  countrywomen  ;  for  in  the  midft 
of  a  confiderable  uproar,  which  was  heard  near  the  bridge,  Wilfon 
and  Knight  his  friend  were  difcovered,  each  dragging  a  girl  by  the 
arm  (whofe  age  could  not  have  exceeded  nine  or  ten  years),  affifted 
by  their  new  afTociates.  The  two  white  men-  being  fecured,  and  tht 
children  taken  care  of,,  the  mob  difperfed  ;  and  Wilfon  and  KnigJ^t 
were  taken  to  the  cells  and  punilhed.    It  was  intended  to  have  kept 
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them  m  fatore  at  hard  labour ;  but  they  found  means  to  efcape  to  thofe 
companions  whom,  they  preferred. 

Toward  the  coaclufion  of  Auguft  the  natives  were,  during  twp 
days,  engaged  in  very  fevere  contefts,  ia  which  much  blood  was  fhe(|, 
and  many  wounds  infli^aed;  but  no  one  wa«  killed.  It  appeared  to 
afford  much  diverfion-;  for  they  were  conftantly  attended  by  all  de.- 
fcriptions  of  peopFe,  notwithftanding  the  rilkthey  ran  of  being  wound- 
ed by  a  random,  fpear^ 

On  the  26th,  the  fettle ment  was  gratified  by  the  arrival  of  his  Ma?- 
jefty's  (hip  Providence,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  commanded  by  Captain 
BroUghtOD,  from  England ;.  from  whence  fhe  failed  on  the  25th  of 
February,  in  company  with  his  Majefty's  (hips  Reliance  and  Supply, 
which  flie  left  at  Ria  de  Janeiro  fbme  time  in  May,  On  board  the 
former  of  thefe  veflels  was  Governor  Hunter,  who  might  be  daily  ex* 
peded.  The  Providence  met  with  veiy  had  weather  on  her  pafiage 
from  the  Brazil  coaft,  and  was  driven  paft  the  harbour  of  Port  Jackfon 
a^  far  to  the  northward  as  Port  Stephens,  in  which  ihe  anchored  j  and 
where,  to  the  great  furprife  of  Captain  Broughton,  he  found  and  re* 
Qcived  oa  board  four  white  people,  (if  four  miferable,  naked,  dirty^ 
and  imoak-dried  men  could  be  called  white,)  runaways  from  Parra«> 
matta  ia  the  month  of  September  1790^  by  name  John  Tarwood, 
George  Lee^  George  'Cannoway,  and  John  Watfon  :  thefe,  the  reader 
will  recoiled,  have  before  been  mentioned^  as  fuppofed  vidims  to  th^ 
folly  of  their  undertaking.  Their  fifth  companion  ( Jofeph  Sutton) 
had  died.  -Xhfey  told  a  melancholy  tale  of  their  fufierings  in  the  boat; 
and  far  many  day©  after  their  arrival  they  pafled  their  time  in  dee 
tailing  to  the  crowds,  b£^th  of  black  and  white  people  which  attended^ 
their  adventures. in  Port  Stephens,  the  Jirft  harbour  that  they  madfv 
Having  livedJikethe  favages  ainong  whom  they  dwelt,,  their,  ch^ng? 
of  food  foon  difagreed  with  them,  and  they  wci*e  all  taken  ill,  appears 
ing  to  be  principally  aficifled  with  .abdominal  fwelUngs.  They  fpokc  in 
high  terms  of  the  patcifiodi^ofition  and  gentle  manners  of  thcn^ti^^ 
Saoh  of  thefe  had  had  ^anailie 'given  Uim^and  giVeavvith.feyeral  c^r^ 
»i.,.  monies. 
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monies.  Wives  alfo  were  allotted  them,  and  one  or  two  had  children. 
They  were  never  required  to  go  out  on  any  occafion  ofhoftility,  and 
were  in  general  fuppflied  by  the  natives  with  fifh  or  other  food,  being 
confidered  by  fhem  (for  fo  their  fituation  only  could  be  conftrued)  as 
unfortunate  ftrangers  thrown  upon  their  (hore  from  the  mouth  of  the 
yawning  deep,  and  therefore  entitled  to  their  proteftion.  They  told 
a  ridiculous  ftory,  that  the  natives  appeared  to  worfhip  them^  often  affu- 
ring  then\,  when  they  began  to  underftand  each  other,  that  they  were 
undoubtedly  the  anceftors  of  fome  of  thcni  who  had  fallen  in  battle, 
iind  had  returned  from  the  fea  to  vifit  them  again  ;  and  one  native  ap- 
peared firmly  to  believe  that  his  father  was  come  back  in  the  perfon  of 
either  Lee  or  Connoway^  and  took  them  to  the  fpot  where  his  body 
had  been  burnt.  On  being  told  that  immenfe  numbers  of  people  ex- 
ifted  far  heyond  their  little  knowledge,  they  inftantly  pronounced  them 
Ho  be  the  fpirit^  of  thetr  countrymen,  which,  after  death,  had  mi- 
grated into  other  regions. 

It  appeared  from  the  account  of  thefc  four  men,  that  the  language 
to  the  northward  differed  wholly  from  any  that  had  been  known  at 
Port  JackfoQ.  Among  the  natives  who  refided  there,  there  was  none 
mho  underftood  all  that  they  faid ;  and  of  thofe  who  occafionally  vifited 
ftt  Sydney,  one  only  could  converfe  with  them.  He  was  a  very  fine 
lad  of  the  name  of  Wur-gun.  Hit  mother  had  beealiom  and  bred 
fceyofld  the  mountains ;  but  one  lucklefa  day,  paying  a  vifit  with  fome 
4>f  her  triibe  to  the  banks  of  the  Dee*rub-bua  (for  fo  the  Hawkefbury 
fnras  named)^  (he  was  forcibly  prevented  from  returning ;  and,  being 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  embraces  of  an  amoroos  smd  powerful  Be-dia^ 
gal,  the-  fruit  of  her  vifit  was  this  boy.  Speaking  herfelf  more  dialeds 
than  one^  five  taught  her  fon  all  that  ihe  knew ;  and  he,  being  of 
quick  parts,  and  a  roving  difpofition,  caught  all  the  different  dialed 
from  Botany  Bay  to  Port  Stephens* 

Public  labour  was  fcarcely  any  where  performed  in  Auguft,  owing 
to  the  extreme  badnefs  of  the  weather  which  prevailed.  Accounts 
wot  received  from  the  Hawkefbury,  that  feveral  farms  on  the  creeks 

were 
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were  under  water;,  and  the  perfon  who  was  the  bearer  of  the  intelli-^ 
gence  was  nearly  drowned  in  his  way  over  a  plain  named  the  Race- 
Ground.  Paling  could  nowhere  ftand  the,  force  of  the  florm.  Se- 
veral chimnies  and  nuxch  plafter  fell,  and  every  houfe  was  wet.  Av 
Parramatta  mucb  damage  was  done;  and  at  Toongabbe  (a  circum* 
fiance  moft  acutely  felt)  a  very  large  barn  and  threfhing-floor  were- 
deftroyed,  and  feveral  of  the  cattle  lately  anrived  geriihedfrom  the  (e^ 
verity  of  the  ftorm. 

On  the  3d  of  September,,  after  an  abfence  of  eleven  weeks,  the  Fancf 
returned  from  Norfolk  liliand.  The  moft  favourable  accounts  were 
received  by  her  from  that  fettlement«  Plenty-  reigned  throughout*. 
Every  barn^  was  full.  Four  tfaoufand  pounds  of  frefh  pork  havings, 
been  cured,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  forty^  tons  of  fait  pFOvifions- 
to  fpare  ;  which  he  offeredfor  the  ufe of  Pbrt  Jackfoni 

.  The  7th  of  the  month  was  marked  by  the  arrival  of  the  Governor 
in  Chief  over  thefe  fettlements*  Ha  came  on^  board  the  Reliance^ 
a.nd  was  accompanied  by  the  Supply.  Situated  as^  the  oolony  was*  in« 
point  of  provifionsy  they  learned  witb  infinite  concern^  that  a^  ftcnre* 
fliip,  from  bdng  too  heavilj^  loaded,,  had  been^  compeifcedi  to  return,, 
aod  had  yet  to  ruir  the  chance  of  beiag^  taken  by  the^enemy's  crul-- 
zers;  and  further,  that  by  the  two  fliips  now  arrived  they^  had  only 
gained  a- few  barrels  of  meat  falted  at  Rio>  de  Janeiro ;» a  town*clock,^ 
and  the  principal:  part  of  the  large  wind*<*mill; 

His  Excellency  did  not  take  upoa  him  the  exercifcr  of  his  autho* 
sity  until  the  i  idi ;.  on->which  dky  hia  MajeftyV  commiiEoa  was.  pub*  * 
Ikly  read ;  after  whicbhis  Excellency,,  in  a^  very  pertinent  fpeecfa^  dt^- 
dared  the^expedations^  that  he  had  fromr  every  oneTs  condu^l: ;  touch- 
log  with  muehddioaoy  on  that  of  the  perfons^  lately  fent  out  for  a  cer- 
taktn  offence  (ibme  of  whom  were  prefent)';  and^ftrongly  urging  the 
Beceffity  of  a  general  unanimity  in  fupport  of  hi)  Majefty's  govem« 
menti  He  was  afterwards  fworn  ia  by  the  judge-advocate^  An  ad-~ 
^eli,  figned  by  the.  civil  andmilitary  officers^.on  the  occafion  of  his  < 

return 
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return  among  them  as  Governor,  was  prcfented  to  his  Excellency  a 
few  days  after  his  public  appearance  in  that  important  capacity. 

Tliat  he  might  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  be  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of 
the  colony,  he  ordered  a  general  mufter  to  be  taken,  in  order  that 
correft  accounts  might  be  obtained  of  the  number  and  diftribution  of 
every  perfon  (the  military  excepted)  in  the  different  diftrids ;  and  he 
propofed  in  perfon  to  infpeft  the  ftate  of  the  feveral  farms. 

The  Endeavour  and  Fancy  failed  for  India  on  the  i8th.  It  was 
found,  after  their  departure,  that,  notwithftanding  fo  many  as  fifty 
perfons,  whofe  tranfportation  had  expired,  had  been  permitted  to  leave 
the  colony  in  the  Endeavour,  nearly  as  many  more  had  found  means 
to  fecret  themfelves  on  board  her.  This  was  the  more  vexatious,  as 
the  lofs  of  even  one  man's  labour  had  become  an  objed  of  confequence 
at  this  time« 

The  weather  throughout  the  month  had  been  very  variable ;  and 
three  women  and  two  men  had  died. 

On  the  4th  of  Oftober  there  came  into  harbour  the  Young  Wil- 
liam, that  ftorc-fliip  whofe  return  to  port  when  Governor  Hunter 
left  England,  had  been  fo  very  much  regretted  in  the  colony.  She 
bad  had  a  fhort  paffage  of  only  four  months  and  nine  days,  having 
on  board  provifions  only.  Her  arrival  enabled  the  Governor  to  iifue 
a  better,  though  not  fo  ample  a  ration  of  provifions  as  he  would  moft 
willingly  have  done. 

The  report  of  the  general  mufter  which  had  been  ordered,  having 
been  laid  before  the  Governor,  he  thought  proper  to  make  fome  regu- 
lations in  the  aflSftance  afforded  by  Government  to  fettlers  and  others 
holding  grants  of  land.  To  the  officers  who  occupied  grounds,  was 
continued  the  number  of  men  allowed  them  by  Lieutenant-Governor 
Grofe;  viz.  ten  for  agriculture,  and  three  for  domefticpurpofes.  Notwith- 
ftanding this  far  exceeded  the  number  which  had  at  home  been  thought* 
neceflary,  the  Governor  did  not  conceive  the  prefent  to  be  the  mo- 
ment for  reducing  it,  much  as  he  wanted  men.    A  wheat  harveft  was 

9  approaching; 
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approaching ;  ground  was  planting  with  Indian  corn  ;  not  a  man  was 
unemployed ;  but  he  faw  and  explained  that  a  redudion  mud  take 
place ;  that  Government  could  not  be  fuppofed  much  longer  to  feed, 
maintain,  and  clothe  the  hands  that  wrought  the  ground,  and  at  the 
fame  time  pay  for  the  produce  of  their  labour,  particularly  when  every 
public  work  was  likely  to  (land  flill'  for  want  of  labourers.  He  was 
fenfible  that  the  afliftance  which  had  been  given  had  not  been  thrown 
away,  and  that  the  fmall  number  allowed  by  Government  could  never 
have  produced  fuch  rapid  approaches  toward  that  independence  which 
be  thought,  from  what  he  had  already  feen  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
country,  was  at  that  time  much  nearer  than  (at  his  leaving  it  in  1791} 
he  could  have  conceived  pofGble.  To  the  fettlers  who  came  in  the  . 
Surprife  he  allowed  five  male  convidls ;  to  the  fuperintendantS|  con- 
Aables,  and  (lore- keepers,  four;  to  fettlers  from  free  people,  two ;  to 
fcttlers  from  prxfoners,  one  j  and  to  ferjeants  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  one. 

It  appeared  likewife  by  this  mufter,  that  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  people  fubfifted  themfelves  independent  of  the  public  ftores,  and 
tefided  in  the  town  of  Sydney.  To  many  of  thefe,  as  well  as  to  the 
fcn'ants  of  fettlers,  were  to  be  attributed  the  offences  that  were  daily 
heard  of  s  thefe  people  were  indeed  very  great  nuifances. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  colled  together  a  fufficient  number  of 
working  people  to  get  in  the  enfuing  harveft ;  and  the  mufter  and 
regulation  refpeding  the  feryants  fortunately  produced  feme.     The 
bricklayer  and  his  gang  were  employed  in  repairing  the  column   at, 
the  fouth-head  ;  to  do  which,  for  want  of  bricks  at  the  kiln,  the  little 
liut  built  for  Ben-nil-long, being  altogether  forfaken  by  the  natives,  the 
bricks  of  it  were  removed  to  the  fouth-head.    A  perfon  having  under- 
taken  to  colled  (hells  and  bum  them  into  lime,  a  quantity  of  that  arti- 
cle was  fentdown  ;  and  the  column,  being  finifhed  with  a  thick  coat' 
of  plafter,  and  whitened,  was  not  only  better  guarded  againft:  the  wea- 
ther, but  became  a  mare  confpicuou&  ohjeft  atfea  thfin  'it  had  ever 
been, 

.  <^  CL  The 
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The  5th  of  November  was  doubly  commemorated  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Port  Jackfon  as  a  day  of  thankfulnefs,  the  Sovereign  ftorc- 
fliip  arriving  from  England  loaded  with  provifions.  In  this  (hip  came 
feveral  paflcngers  as  fettlers,  or  to  fill  employments  in  the  different  fet- 
tlements^  There  likewife  came  as  a  prifoner  Mr,  Jofeph  Gerald, 
whofe  fituation  afforded  another  melancholy  proof  of  how  little  profit 
and  honour  were  the  endowments  of  nature  and  education  to  him  who 
perverted  them.  In  this  gentleman  was  feen,  that  not  even  elegant 
manners,  evidently  caught  from  good  company,  great  abilities,  and 
a  happy  mode  of  placing  them  in  the  beft  point  of  view,  the  gifts  of 
nature  matured  by  education,  could  (becaufe  he  mifapplied  them)  fave 
him  from  landing  an  exile,  to  call  him  by  no  worfe  a  name,  on  a  bar* 
barous  fhore,  where  the  few  who  were  civilized  muft  pity,  while  they 
both  admired  and  condemned  htm.  He  arrived  in  a  very  ^weak  and 
impaired  ftate  of  health.  By  this  ihip  they  learned  that  two  others 
with  conviSs  might  be  expedled  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer. 

On  the  7th  a  criminal  Court  was  affembled  ;  when  two  convidy 
Kceived  fentence  of  death,  and  feveral  were  condemned  to  ftnaller 
puniftiments.  On  the  i6th  the  two  prifoners  for  execution  were 
brought  out.  Smith,  after  warning  the  fpediators  to  guard  againft 
breaking  the  fabbath,  which  he  faid  had  been  the  forerunner  of  hi^ 
ruin,  fuffered.  Whitehoufe,  being  evidently  the  tool,  and  a  much* 
younger  man,  was  pardoned  by  the  Governor.  His  Excellency^ 
after  the  execution,  exprefled  in  public  orders,  his  "  hope  that  neither 
the  example  which  he  had  that  day  found  him felf  compelled  to  make 
of  one  offender,  nor  the  lenity  which  he  had  fhewn  to  another,  would 
be  without  their  effcd  :  it  would  always  be  more  grateful  to  him  ta 
fpare  than  to  punifli ;  but  he  felt  it  neceffary  on  that  occafion  to  de* 
clare,  that  if  neither  the  }uftice  which  had  been  done,  nor  the  mercy 
which  had  been  (hewn,  tended  to  decreafe  the  perpetration  of  ofiences„ 
it  was  hta  determination  in  future  ta  put  in  execution  whatever  fen^ 
fence  ihould  be  prcnouoced  by  the  Court  on  the  feveral  offeader& 

AfinaK 
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A  fmall  printing-prefs,  which  had  hitherto  been  ufelefs  from  the 
want  of  a  perfon  who  underftood  the  art  of  printing,  was  now  found 
very  ferviceable :  a  decent  young  man^  of  fome  abilities  in  that  line, 
haviag  lately  arrived  from  England ;  which  enabled  the  Governor, 
by  having  his  orders  printed,  to  make  them  more  generally  known. 

Some  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sovereign,  the  full  allowance  of 
fait  meat  was  iflfued,  and  the  hours  of  labour  regulated  more  to  the 
advantage  of  Government  than  had  for  a  condderable  time  'owing  to 
the  ihortnefs  of  the  ration)  been  the  cafe.  Inilead  of  completing  in  a 
few  hours  the  whole  labour  which  was  required  of  a  man  for  the  day,, 
convidts  were  now  to  work  the  whole  day,  with  the  intermiffion  of 
two  hours  and  a  half  of  reft«  Many  advantages  wete  gained  by  this 
regulation;  among  which,  not  the  lead  was,  the  diminution  of  idle 
time  which  theprifoners  before  had,  and  which,  emphatically  term-* 
ing  their  own  time,  they  applied  as  they  chofe  ;  fome  induftrioufly, 
but  by  far  the  greater  part  in  improper  purfuits,  as  gaming,  drinking, 
and  dealing. 

By  the  return  of  his  Majelly's  fliip  the  Supply  from  Norfolk 
Ifland,  accounts  were  received  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King  being 
dangeroufly  ill  when  (he  left  that  place;  and  that  cultivation  was  nearly, 
at  a  ftand  there.  The  grounds  were  fo  over-run  with  two  great  ene- 
mies to  agriculture,  rats,  and  a  pernicious  weed  called  cow-itch,  that 
the  fettlers  defpaired  of  ever  being  able  to  get  rid  of  either. 

The  cpntefts  which  had  lately  taken  place  very  frequently  in  the 
town  of  Sydney,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  among  the  natives, 
had  been  attended  by  many  of  thofe  people  who  inhabited  the  woods, 
and  came  from  a  great  diftance  inland.  Some  of  the  prifoners  gather- 
ing fro  n  time  to  time  rumours  and  imperfed  accounts  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  cattle  loft  in  1788,  two  of  them,  who  were  employed  by  fome 
officers  in  (hooting,  refolved  on  afcertaining  the  truth  of  thefe  reports, 
and  trying  by  different  excurfions  to  difcover  the  place  of  their  retreat. 
On  their  return  from  the  firft  outfet  they  made,  which  was  fubfequent 
to  the  Governor's  arrival,  they  reported  tlx^t  -they  had.feen  them.. 

Q  0^2  Being, 
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Being,  however,  at  that  moment  too  much  engaged  in  perfeding  the 
xivil  regulations  which  lie  had  in  view  for  the  fcttlement,  his  Excel* 
lency  could  not  himfelf  go  to  that  part  of  the  country  where  they  were 
faid  to  have  been  found,  but  he  detached  a  petfoii  on  whom  he  could 
depend.  His  report  was  fo  latisfa'dory,  that  f>n  th6  8th  the  Governor 
fet  off  for  Parramatta,  attended  by  a  fmall  party  ;"  when,  after  travel- 
ling two  days  in  a  direction  S.  S.  W.  from  the  fettlcment  at  Profpeft 
Hill,  \\e  croffed  the  river  named  by  Mr.  Phillip,  the  Nepean ;  and,, 
to  his  great  furprife  and  fatisfafititDn,  fell  in  with  a  very  fine  herd  of 
cattle,  upwards  of  forty  in  nunvber,  grazing  in  a  pieafant  and  appa- 
rently fertile  pafturage.  The  day  being  far  adyanx:ed  when. he  faw 
them,  he  refted  for  the  night  in  the  neighbourhood,  hoping  in  the 
morning  to  be  gratified  with  a  fight  of  the  whole  herd.  A  doubt  had 
been  ftartcd  of  their  being  cattle  produced  from  what  had  been  brought 
into  that  country  by  Governor  Phillip  frOm  the  Cape  ;  and  it  was  fug- 
gefted  that  they  might  be  of  longer  (landing.  The  Governor  thought 
this  a  circumftance  worth  determining,  and  diredted  the  attendant* 
who  were  with  him  to  endeavour  to  get  near  enough  to  kill  a  calf. 
This  they  were  not  able  to  efied ;  for  while  lying  in  wait  for  the 
whole  herd  to  pafs,  which'  now  confided  of  upwards  of  fixty  young 
and  old,  they  were  furioufly  fet  upon  by  a  bull,  which  brought  up  the 
rear,  and  which  in  their  own  defence  they  were  obliged  to  kill.  Thi$, 
however,  anfwered  th6  purpofe  perhaps  better  than  a  calf  might  have 
done ;  for  he  had  all  the  marks  of  the  Cape  cattle  when  full  grown, 
luch  as  wide-fpreading  horns,  a  moderate  rifing  or  hump  between  hi* 
fhoulders,  and  a  llwrt  thin  tail.  Being  at  this  time  feven  or  eight 
and  thirty  miles  from  Parramatta,  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  the  meat 
c^nly  could  be  fent  in  j  the  remainder  was  left  to  the  crows  and  dogg. 
of  the  woods,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Governor  and  his  party,  who 
eonfidered  that  the  prifoners,  particularly  the  fick  at  the  hofpital,  had 
not  lately  received  any  meat  either  fait  or  frefli. 

The  country  where  they  were  found  grazing  was  remarkably  plea^ 
fent  to  the  eye  i  evepy  where  the  foot  trod  on  thick  and  luxuriant: 

grafsj 
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grafsj  the  trees  were  thinly  fcattered,  and  free  from  underwood,  ex- 
cept in  particular  fpots ;  feveral  beautiful  flats  prefented  large  ponds, 
covered  with  ducks  and  the  black  A/i-an,  the  margins  of  which  were 
fringed  with  fhrubs  of  the  moft  delightful  tints,  and  the  ground  rofe 
from  thefe  levels  into  hills  of  eafy  afcent. 

The  queftion  how  thefe  cattle  came  hither  appeared  eafy  of  folu- 
tion.  The  few  that  were  loft  in  1788,  two  bulls  and  five  cows,  travelled 
tvithout  interruption  in  a  weftern  diredlion  until  they  came  to  the 
banks  of  the  Nepean.  Arrived  there,  and  finding  the  croiTmg  as  eafy 
as  when  the  Governor  had  forded  it,  they  came  at  once  into  a  well- 
watered  country,  and  amply  ftored  with  grafs.  From  this  place  they 
iad  no  inducement  to  move.  They  were  in  poffeflion  of  a  country 
equal  to  their  fupport,  and  in  which  they  remained  undifturbed.  The 
fettlers  had  not  till  then  travelled  quite  fo  far  wcftward ;  and  but  few 
natives  were  to  be  found  thereabouts ;  they  were  likely,  therefore, 
fo  remain  for  years  unmolefted,  and  fecurely  to  propagate  their 
fpecies. 

It  was  a  moft  pleafant  circumftance,  to  have  in  the  woods  of  New 
Holland  a  thriving  herd  of  wild  cattle.  Many  propofals  were  made 
to  bring  them  into  the  (ettlement;  but  in  the  day  of  want,  if  thefe 
fhould  be  facrificed,  in  what  better  condition  would  the  colony  be  fof 
having  poITefled  a  herd  of  cattle  in  the  woods  ?  a  herd  which,  if  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  undifturbed  for  fome  years,  would,  like  the  cattle  of 
South  America,  always  prove  a  market  fufficient  for  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country ;  and,  perhaps,  not  only  for  their  ovim  confucnption,  buc 
for  exportation.  The  Governor  faw  it  in  this  light,  and  determined  to 
guard,  as  much  as  was  in  his  power,  againft  any  attempts  to  deftroy 
them. 

On  his  return  he  found  fome  very  fine  ground  at  the  back  of  Pro- 
fpea  Hill.  The  weather  during  this  excurfion  was  fo  iritenfely  hot, 
that  on  one  of  the  days,  as  the  party  pafTed  through  a  part  of  the 
country  which  was  on  fire;  a  terrier  dog  died  by  the  way. 

•    '  -     • 

Nothing 
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Nothing  was  heard  of  the  natives  at  the  river :  all  was  quiet  there. 
About  Sydney  their  attention  had  been  for  fome  time  engroffed  by 
Ben-nil-long,  who  arrived  with  the  Governor.  On  his  firft  appearance, 
he  conduded  himfelf  with  poliflied  familiarity  toward  his  fitters  and 
other  relations  ;  but  to  his  acquaintance  he  was  diftant,  and  quite  the 
man  of  confequence.  He  declared,  in  a  tone  and  with  an  air  that 
feemcd  to  exped  compliance,  that  he  ihould  np  longer  fuffcr  thetn 
to  fight  and  cut  each  other's  throats,  as  they  had  done;  that  he  (hould 
introduce  peace  among  them,  and  make  them  love  each  other.  He 
expreffed  his  wHh,  that  when  they  vifited  him  at  Govcrnment-houfe, 
they  would  contrive  to  be  fomewhat  more  cleanly  in  their  perfons, 
and  lefs  coarfe  in  their  manners ;  and  he  feemed  abfolutely  offended 
'  at  fome  little  indelicacies  which  he  obfervcd  in  his  filler  Car-rang-ar- 
rang,  who  came  in  fuch  hafte  from  Botany  Bay,  with  a  little  nephew 
on  her  back,  to  vifit  him,  that  fhe  left  her  habiliments  behind  her. 
Ben-nil-long  had  certainly  not  been  an  inattentive  obfervcr  of  the 
manners  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had  lived :  he  conduded 
himfelf  with  great  propriety  at  table,  particularly  in  the  obfervance  of 
thofe  attentions  which  are  chiefly  requifite  in  the  prefence  of  women. 
His  drefs  appeared  to  be  an  objeft  of  no  fmall  concern  with  him ; 
and  every  one  who  knew  him  before  he  left  the  country,  and  who 
faw  him  on  his  return,  pronounced  without  hefitation,  that  Ben-nil- 
long  had  not  any  defire  to  renounce  the  habits  ^nd  comforts  of  the 
civilized  life  which  he  appeared  fo  readily  and  fo  fuccefsfuUy  to  adopt. 
His  inquiries  were  direded,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  after  his 
wife  Go-roobar-rop-bool-lo  j  and  her  he  found  with  Caruey.  On 
producing  a  very  fafhionable  rofe-coloured  petticoat  and  jacket  made 
of  a  coarfe  fluff,  accompanied  with  a  gypfy  bonnet  of  the  fame  colour, 
fhe  deferted  her  lover,  and  followed  her  former  hufband.  In  a  few 
davs,  however,  to  the  furprife  of  every  one,  the  lady  was  feen  walk- 
ing unincumbered  with  clothing  of  any  kind,  and  Ben-nil-long  was 
miffing.  Caruey  was  fought  for  ;  and  it  was  then  difcovered  that  he 
had  been  fevercly  beaten  by  Ben-nil-long ;  who  retained  fo  much  of 

4  Englilh 
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Englifli  cuftoms,  that  he  made  ufc  of  his  fifts  inftead  of  the  weapons 
of  his  country,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  Caruey,  who  would  have 
preferred  meeting  his  rival  fairly  in  the  field  armed  with  the  fpear  and 
the  club.  Caruey  being  much  the  younger  man,  the  lady,  every  inch 
a  woman^  followed  her  inclination,  and  Ben-nil-long  was  compelled  to 
yield  her  without  any  further  oppofition.  He  feemed  to  have  been 
fatisfied.  with  the  beating  that  he  had  given  Caruey,  and  hinted,  that, 
refting  for  the  prefent  without  a  wife,  he  fliould  look  about  him,  and 
at  fome  future  period  make  a  better  choice.  His  abfence  from  the 
Governor's  houfe  now  became  frequent,  and  Uttlc  attended  to.  Whea 
he  went  out  he  ufually  left  his  clothes  behind,  carefully  refuming  then* 
on  his  return,  before  he  made  his  vifit  to  the  Governor.    ^ 

During  November,  one  man  and  a  woman,  attempting  ta  crofs  » 
creek  at  the  Hawkefbury  by  a  tree  which  had  been  thrown  over,  fell 
in  and  were  drowned ;  and  one  man  had  died  ihere,  of  the  bite  of  a 
ihake.     Three  male  convicts  died  at  Sydney. 

The  harvcft  was  begun  early  in  December ;  when  the  Cape  wheat 
(a  bearded  kind  of  grain  differing  much  from  the  Englifh)  was  found 
imiverfally  to  have  failed ^  and  was  pronounced  not  worth  (be  labour  of 
fowing. 

A  quantity  of  ufcful  timber  having  been  for  fome  time  paft  indis- 
criminately cut  down  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkefbury,  and 
the  creeka  running  from  it,  which  had  been  wafted,  or  applied  to  pur- 
pofes  for  which  timber  of  lefs  value  would  haveanfwered  equally  well, 
the  Governor,  among  other  colonial  regulation«,  thought  it  neceffary 
tadiredt,  that  no  timber  whatever  fhoold  be  cut  down  ©n  any  ground 
which  was  not  marked  out  on  either  the  banks  or  creeks  of  that  river : 
and,  in  order  to  preferve  as  much  as  pofllble  fuch  timber ;  aa  might  be 
of  ufe  cither  for  building  or  for  naval  purpofes»  he  ordered  the  king's 
mark  to  be  immediately  put  on  all  fuch  timber  ;  after  which  any  per- 
fons  offending  againft  the  order  were  to  be  profecutcd.  This  order  ex- 
tended only  to  ground*  not  granted  to  individuals,  there  being  a  claufe 
in  all  grants  from  the  crown,,  exprefsly  refcrving,^  under  pain  of  for- 
feiture^ 
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feiturc,  for  the  ufe  thereof,  "  fuch  timber  as  might  be  growing  or  to 
grow  hereafter  upon  the  land  fo  granted,  which  ihould  be  deemed  fit 
for  naval  purpofes." 

The  Governor,  who  had  been  afraid,  from  the  exiftence  of  the  cat* 
tie  being  eftablifhed,  that  fome  of  the  vagabond  convifts  might  be 
tempted  to  find  them  out,  and  fatisfy  their  hunger  by  killing  them 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  might  find  opportunity,  was  not  furprifed 
to  hear  that  two  of  them  had  been  deftroyed..  A  very  ftridl  inquiry 
into  the  report,  however,  convinced  him  that  it  had  been  raifed  only 
for  the  purpofe  of  trying  how  fuch  a  circumftance  would  be  regarded* 
His  Excellency  thought  it  neceflary,  therefore,  to  ftate  in  public  orders, 
that  "  Having  heard  It  reported,  that  fome  perfon  or  perfons,  who 
had  been  permitted  to  carry  arms  for  the  protedion  of  themfelves 
and  property,  had  lately  employed  that  indulgence  in  an  attempt  to 
deftroy  the  cattJe. belonging  to  government,  which  were  at  large  ia 
the  woods,  he  declared  that  if  it  fhould  be  difcovered  that  any  perfoni 
whatever  (hould  ufe  any  raeafure  to  deftroy  or  otherwife  annoy  them, 
they  would  be  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  law/'  A 
reward  was  alfa  held  out  lo  any  perfon  giving  information. 

The  harveft  having  commenced,  the  Governor  fignified  to  the  fet- 
tlers,  that  "  although  it  h^ad  hitherto  been  the  intention  and  the  prac- 
ticeof  Government  to  gi^e'them  every  poflible  encouragement,  as  well 
as  ethers  who  had  employed  themfelves  in  growing  corn,  by  taking 
off  their  hands,  all  their  fulrplus  grain  at  fuch  prices  as  had  from  time 
to  time  been  thought  fair  and  reafonable,  it  was  not,  however,  to  be 
exped:ed,as  the  colony  advanced  in  the  means  of  fupplying  itfeif 
with  bread,  that  fuch  a  heavy  expcnce  could  be  continued.  He^ 
therefore,  recommended  to  them  to  confidcr  what  redudion  in  the 
price  of  wheat  and  Indian  cQrn  they  could  at  prefent  fubmit  to,  as- 
their  offers  in  that  refpedl  would  determine  him  howfar  it  might  he 
neceflary  in-future  to  culiivatp  on  the  part  of  Government,  inftead  of 
taking  or  purchafing  a  quantity  from  individuals  at  fo  great  a  pripc. 
Thii  propof^l,  lie  thpughr,  could  not  be  c^nfidered  otherwife  tJian  a« 

fair 
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fair  and  reafonable,  when  it  was  recoUeded  that  the  means  b;^  which 
individuals  had  fo  far  improved  their  farms,  had  arifea  from  the  very 
liberal  manner  in  which  government  had  , given  up  the  labour  of  fo 
great  a  number  of  its  own  fervants,^to  afiift  the  induftry  of  others. 
He  further  faid,  that  if  this  reprefentation  (hould  fail  of  the  effcft  which . 
he  hoped  and  expcded,  by  procuring  a  reduction  of  the  prefent  high 
price  of  grain,  he  fliouW  think  it  his  duty  to  propofe,  that  thofe  who: 
were  afTifted  with  fervants  from  government  ihould  at  lead  imdertake: 
to  fumifh  thofe  fervants  with  bread. 

A  report  from  the  river  was  current  at  this  time,  that  the  nativei 
had  afTembled  in  a  large  body,  and  attacked  a  few  fettlersv  who  had 
choien  farms  lo:w  down  the  river,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  protediioa 
from  the  other  fettlers,  dripping  them  of  every  article  that  they  could  , 
fidd  in  their  huts.  An  arm^d  party  was  diredly  fent  out,  who,  com- 
ing up  with  them,  killed  foot  men  and  one  woman,  badly  wounded  a 
child,  and  took  four  a^n  prilbaers^  It  might  have  been,  fuppoied,. 
that  thefe  punHhments,  foUowiog  the  eiM>rmities  fo  inHn^diately,  would, 
have  taught  the  natives  to  keep  at  a  greater  diftance  }  but  nothing, 
fcemed  to  deter  them  from  profecuting  the  revenge  which  they  hadv 
vorwed  againft  the  ftrttlers  for  the  injuaries  that  they  had  received  at 
their  hands. 

A  report  prevailed,  that  black  Caefar,  a  convict,  and  a  favage  of  sa 
darker  htte,.had  in  his  life  done  one  meritorious  adion,  by  killing  Per- 
mul-wy,  who  had  juft  before  wounded  Collins  (the  native)  fo  daoge* 
roufly,  that  his  recovery  was  a  matter  of  very  great  doubt  with  the: 
furgeon  at  the  hofpital^  whofe  affiftance  Collins^had  req^uefted  as  foon. 
as  he  had  been  brought  into  the  town  by  his  friends.  A  barbed  fpear 
had  been  driven  into  his  loins  clofe  by  the  vertebrae,  of  the  back,  and 
was  fo  completely  fixed,  that  all  the  efforts  of  the  furgeons  to  remove 
it  with  their  inftruments  were  LneffeSuaL  Finding,  after  a  day  or 
two,  that  it  could  not  be  difplaced  by  art,  Collins  left  the  hofpital,  de- 
termined to  truft  to  nature ;  and  it  was  afterwards  found  that  his  trud: 

&  R  had 
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had  not  been  vain,  though  they  faw  him  for  feveral  weeks  walking 
about  with  the  fpear  unmoved,  even  after  fuppuration  had  taken 
place;  but  they  at  lad  heard,  that  his  wife  had  fixed  her  teeth  in  the 
tvound  and  drawn  it  out :  aftet  which  he  recovered,  and  was  able 
»gain  to  go  into  the  field.  I)uring  his  illnefs,  his  wife  War-re-weer 
(hewed  by  an  uncommon  attention  that  her  attachment  was  fuperior 
to  that  of  many  a  more  poliflied  female.  Collins's  recovery  gave  ge- 
neral fatisfaftion,  as  he  was  much  efteemed  by  every  white  man  who 
knew  him,  as  well  for  his  perfonail  bravery,  of  which  they  had  wib- 
nefled  many  diftinguifhing  proofs,  as  on  account  of  a  gentlenefs  of 
manners  that  ftrongly  marked  his  difpofiiion,  and  fhaded  off  the  harfli 
lines  which  his  uncivilized  life  now  and  then  forced  iflto  the  fore 
ground. 

At  the  Hawkefbury,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month,  an  extraordi- 
nary meteorological  phoenomenon  occurred.  Four  farms  on  the  creek 
were  totally  cut  up  by  a  fall,  not  of  hail  or  of  fnow,  but  of  large  flakes 
of  ice*  It  was  ftated  by  the  officer  who  had  the  command  of  the 
military  there^  that  the  fhower  paffed  in  a  diredion  N.W.  taking  fuch 
farms  as  fell  within  its  courfe.  The  cffeft  was  e^^traordinary  ;  the 
wheat  then  flatiding  was  beaten  down,  the  eatrs  cut  off,  and  the  grain 
perfe^ly  thraflied  t)ut.  Of  the  Indian  corn  the  large  thick  ftalks  were 
broken,  and  the  cobs  found  lying  at  the  roots.  A  man  who  was  too 
far  diftant  from  a  houfe  to  enter  it  in  time,  was  glad  to  take  flielter  in 
the  hollow  of  a  tree.  The  fides  of  the  trees  which  were  oppofed  to 
its  fury,  appeared  a3  if  large  fliot  had  been  difcharged  againft  them, 
and  the  ground  was  covered  with  fmall  twigs  from  the  branches.  On 
that  part  of  the  race-ground  which  it  t:roffed,  the  ftronger  fhrubs  were 
found  cut  to  pieces,  while  the  weaker,  by  yielding  to  the  ftorm,  were 
only  beaten  down.  The  two  fucceeding  days  were  remarkably  mild ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  ice  remained  on  the  ground  nearly^  as 
large  as  when  it  fell.  Some  flakes  of  it  were  brought  to  the  oflicer  on 
the  fecond  day,  which  meafured  from  fix  to  eight  inches  long,  and  at 
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that  time  were  two  fingers  at  leaft  in  thicknefs*     Nothing  of  this  kind 
had  been  felt  at  Parramatta  or  at  Sydney. 

There  died,  during  the  year  17959  one  afliftant  furgeon ;  one  fer« 
jeant ;  two  fettlers ;  thirteen  male  convids ;  feven  female  convids, 
and  one  child ;  and  one  male  convi£k  was  executed.  Making  a  total 
of  twenty-fix  perfons  who  loft  their  lives  during  the  year. 
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:  CHAP.     XIV. 

THE  AUTHUR  AtlRlVES  PROM  INDIA. — FRANCIS    FROM    NORBOLIC  ISLAND. 

PLAYHOUSE -OPENED.— STILLS  DI6TROVED. — €ERE8  STORfiSMIP  ARRIViSD« 
—AND  EXPERIMENT  FROM  INDIA.— SHIP  OTT^fR  FROM  AMERICA. — NA- 
TIVES.— DEATHS. — A  TRANSPORT  ARRIVES  WITH  PRISONERS  PROM  IRE- 
LAND.— A  CRIMINAL  COURT  HELD.  — BLACK  C-ffiSAR  SHOT.— OTTER 
TAKES  AWAY  MR.  MUIR.— ABIGAIL  FROM  AMERICA  ARRIVES.— A  FOR- 
GERY COMMITTED.  —  WORKS.— PARTICULARS  RESPECTING  MR.  BAMP7 
TON,  AND  OF  THE  FATE  OF  CAPTAIN  HILL  AND  MR.*  CARTER.— 7A 
SCHOONER  ARRIVES  FROM  DUSKY  BAY.— CROPS  BAD.  —  ROBBERIES  COM- 
MITTED.—NATIVES.—  BENNILLONG. — CORNWALLIS  SAILS.— GERALD  AND 
SKIRVINO  DIE. — ORDERS. — THE  SUPPLY  RETURNS.— THE  SUSAN  ARRIVES 
FROM    NORTH   AMERICA. — AND  THE  INDISPENSABLE  FROM  ENGLAND.- A 

CRIMINAL  AND  CIVIL  COURT  HELD.— SICK. THEFTS  COMMITTED. THE 

BRITANNIA  ARRIVES  FROM  BENOAL.*— MR.  RAVEN*S  OPINION  ON  THE  FAS- 
SAGE  TO  INDIA.— STATE  DE  THE  SETTLERS.— THE  GOVERNOR  GOES  TO 
MOUNT  HUNTER. — DEATHS. — TWO  MEN  KILLED.— CONSEqjJENT  REGULA- 
TIONS.—THE  BRITANNIA  HIRED  TO  PROCEED  TO  ENGLAND REPORT  OF 

THE  NATIVES.— A  CRIMINAL  COURT  ASSEMBLED. — A  SETTLER  EXECUTED 
FOR  MURDER. — THE  SWAN  SAILS. — SHIP  FROM  BOSTON.t-DEATHS.— WEA- 
THER.— A  TEMPORARY  CHURCH  OPENED  AT  PARRAMaTTA. — THE  SUP- 
PLY SAILS. ACCOUNT  OF  STOCK. — LAND  IN  CULTIVATION,  AND  NUM- 
BERS IN  THE  COLONY. — A  MURDER  COMMITTED, — BRITANNIA  SAILS  FOR 
ENGLAND.— GENERAL  Ol^ERVAflONS. 

QN  the  firft  of  Januafy>  ihe  Arthur  brig  anchored  in  the  Cove  from 
Calcutta.  Mr.  Barber,  the  mafter,  who  had  vifited  Port  Jackfon 
in  1794  in  the  fame  vcflel,  had  been  induced  by  the  fuccefs  that  he 
then  met  with  to  pay  a  fecond  vifit  to  its  inhabitants,  with  a  fimilar 
cargo  m  to  the  nature  of  the  articles,  but  of  much  larger  value  than 
that  which  he  then  fold.  He  had  been  thirteen  weeks  on  his  paflage, 
Mid  had  heard  nothing  of  the  Britannia* 

In 
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In  confequence  of  the  order  iflued  refpeding  a  reduQion  ia  the 
price  of  wheat,  the  fettlers,  having  confulted  among  themfel  Yes^  deputed 
a  certain  number  from  the  different  diftrids  to  ftatc  to  the  Governor  the 
hardfliips  they  fhould  be  fubjeded  to  by  a  re'dudion  in  the  price  of 
grain,  at  lead  for  that  feafon.  He  therefore  confented  to  purchafe 
their  crops  of  wheat  at  ten  ihiliings  per  buihei ;  but  at  the  fame  dme 
aiTured  them,  that  a  reduOion  would  be  made  in  the  enfuing  feafon, 
unlefs  fome  unforefeen  and  unavoidable  circumftances  fhould  occur  to 
render  it  unnecefTary. 

The  officers  who  held  ground  offered  to  give  up  two  of  the  number 
of  men  that  the  Gorvernor  had  allowed  them,  and  to  take  two  others 
bflP  the  provifion  (lore ;  which  propofal  was  dire£led  to  be  carried 
into  eKecution. 

Some  Jo£  the  more  decent  dafs  of  prifoners,  male  and  female,  having 
a  ihort  time  (ince  obtained  permiifion  to  prepare  a  playhoufc  at  Sydney^ 
it  was  opened  on  the  i6th,  with  the  play  of  The  Revenge,  and  the 
entertsdnment  of  The  Hotel.  They  had  fitted  up  the  houfe^  with 
more  theatrical  propriety  than  could  have  been  iocpecled,  and  their 
performance  was  far  above  contempt.  Their  motto  was  modeft  and* 
well  chofen-^*^  We  cannot  command  fuccefs ;  but  we  will  endeavour 
to  de£srve  it«^'  Of  their  drefies  the  greater  part  was  made  by  them- 
ielves ;  but  it  was  tmderftood  that  fbme  veteran  articles  from  the  York 
theatre  were  among  the  heft  that  made  their  appearance. 

At  the  licenfing  of  this  exhibition  they  were  informed,  that  the 
flightefl  impropriety  would  be  noticed,  and  a  repetition  punifhed  by 
the  banifhment  of  their  company  to  the  other  fettlements ;  there  was, 
however,  more  danger  of  improprieties  being  committed  by  fome  of 
the  audience  than  by  the  players  themfelves*  A  feat  in  their  gallery, 
which  was  by  far  the  largeft  part  of  the  houfe,  as  likely  to  be  the  moil 
.reforted  to,  was  to  be  procured  fen:  one  fliilling;  and,  as  much  flour, 
or  as  much  meat  or  fpirits,  as  the  manager  would  take  for  that  fum, 
W3S  often  paid  at  the  gallery  door.  It  was  feared  that  this,  like  gam* 
bling,  would  fiirnifh  another  indticemeut  to  rob ;  and  fome  of  thq 

worft 
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tcorft  of  the  convids,  ever  on  the  watch  for  opportunities,  looked  on 
the  play*houfe  as  a  certain  harveft  for  them,  not  by  picking  the 
pockets  of  the  audience,  but  by  breaking  into  their  houfes  while  the 
family  might  be  enjoying  themfelves  at  the  theatre. 

Among  other  objeds  of  civil  regulation  which  reqliired  the  Gover- 
nor's attention,  was,  to  remedy  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  It  appeared^ 
that  for  a  confiderable  time  paft  they  had  been  in  the  pradice  of  mak<- 
iitg  and  vending  a  fpirit,  the  quality  of  which  was  of  fo  deftrudive  a 
nature,  that  the  health  of  the  fettlement  in  general  was  much  endan- 
gered, 

A  praftice  fo  iniquitous  and  ruinous,  being  not  only  dired  difob>* 
dience  of  his  Majefty's  commands,  but  deftrudive  of  the  welfare  of 
the  colony  in  general,  the  Governor  in  the  mod  pofitive  manner  for- 
bade all  perfons,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to  diftil  fpirituous  Kquors 
of  any  kind  or  quality,  on  pain  of  fuch  fleps  being  taken  for  their  pu« 
nifhment,  as  would  efFedually  prevent  a  repetition  of  fo  dangerousan 
offence.  The  conftables  of  the  different  diftrids,  as  well  as  all  other 
perfons  whofe  duty  it  was  to  prefervc  order,  were  ftridtly  enjoined  to 
be  extremely  vigilant  in  difcovering  and  giving  information,  where^ 
and  in  whofe  poffeffion,  any  article  or  machine  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
tilling  fpirits  might  then  be,  or  Ihould  hereafter  be  ereded,  in  o|^o- 
fition  to  this  notification  of  the  Governor's  refolution.  In  purfuance 
of  thefe  diredions,  feveral  ftills  were  found  and  deftroyed,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  owners,  who,  from  a  bufliel  of  wheat  (worth  at^  the 
jpublic  ft  ore  ten  fhillings),  diftilled  a  gallon  of  a  new  and  poifonous 
fpirit,  which  they  retailed  diredly  from  the  ftill  at  five  fhillings  per 
quart  bottle,  and  fometimes  more.  This  was  not  merely  paid  away 
for  labour,  as  was  pretended,  but  fold  for  the  purpofe  of  intoxication 
to  whoever  would  bring  ready  money. 

The  many  robberies  which  were  aim  oft  daily  and  nightfy  ceram  it- 
ted,  rendered  it  expedient  that  fome  fteps  fhculd  be  taken  to  put  a  ftop 
to  an  evil  fo  deftrudive  of  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  the  induftri^ 
ous  inhabitants.     Several  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  Commiffary, 

to 
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to  afcertain  the  number  of  arm^  in  the  poflTeffion  of  individuals ;  it 
being  feared,  that,  inftead  of  their  being  properly  diftributed  among 
the  fettlers  for  their  protection,  maqjr  were  to  be  found  in  the  hands 
of  perfons  who  ufed  them  in  (hooting,  or  in  committing  depredations. 
It  was  attempted  a  fccond  time  to  difcover  their  number,  by  diredling 
all  perfons  (the  military  excepted)  who  were  in  poflTeffion  of  arms,  to 
bring  them  to  the  CommiflTary's  Office,  where,  after  regiftering  them, 
they  were  to  receive  certificates  figned  by  him,  of  their  being  permit* 
ted  to  carry  fuch  arms. 

Some  few  fettlers,  who  valued  their  arms  as  neceflary  to  their  de- 
fence againft  the  natives  and  againft  thieves,  haftened  to  the  office,  for 
their  certificate ;  but  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  ftands  of  armi 
which  belonged  to  the  crown  not  fifty  were  accounted  for. 

Black  Caefar  was  ftill  in  the  woods  with  feveral  others  of  his  own 
ftamp,  all  of  whom  were  armed ;  and  as  he  fent  word,  that  he  neither 
would  return  nor  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  taken  alive,  it  became  neceflfary 
to  fecure  him.  Notice  was  therefore  given,  that  whoever  fhould  make 
him  their  prifoner,  and  bring  him  to  the  Governor,  fhould  be  r^ 
warded. 

The  fettlers,  and  thofe  people  who  were  occafionally  fupplied  with 
atmmunition  by  the  officers,  were  informed  that  if  they  fhould  be 
hereafter  difcovcred  to  have  fo  abufed  the  confidence  placed  in  them^ 
as  to  fupply  thofe  common  plunderers  with  any  part  of  this  ammu- 
nition, they  fhould  be  deemed  accomplices  in  the  robberies  commit- 
ted by  them,  and  fleps  would  be  taken  to  bring  them  to  punifhment 
as  acceflaries. 

To  relieve  the  niind  from  the  contemplation  of  circumftances  fo 
irkfome  to  humanity,  on  the  23d  the  Ceres  ftore-fhip  arrived  from 
England.  It  was  impoffible  that  a  fhip  could  ever  reach  that  diftant 
part  of  his  Majefly*s  dominions  from  £ngland,  or  from  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  without  bringing  a  change  to  the  ideas  of  its  inha- 
bitants, or  even  without  giving  fomc  variety  to  their  ^amufements. 
The  introdudion  of  a  flranger  among  them  had  ever  been  an  objeft 

of 
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of  fotne  moment ;  for  every  attention  was  confidered  as  due  to  him 
who  had  left  the  civilized  world  to  vifit  thofe  fo  far  removed  from  iu 
The  perfonal  intereft  that  he  might  have  in  the  vifit  was  forgotten  ; 
and  from  the  folicitude  to  hear  news  each  contended  who  ihould  be 
firft  in  a£ts  of  hofpitality.  If  he  afterwards  found  himfelf  negle£led» 
it  was  becaufe  he  was  no  longer  a  ftranger  j  his  intelligence  was  ex* 
haufted,  and  he  had  funk  into  the  mere  tradefman. 

This  fliip  had  on  board  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  fettlemcnt. 
She  had  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Amfterdam  in  her  way  to  Port  Jack- 
fon,  and  taken  off  four  men,  two  French  and  two  English,  who  had 
lived  there  three  years,  having  been  left  from  a  brig  which  was  takea 
on  to  China  by  the  Lion  man  of  war.  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  M* 
Perron,  apparently  deferved  a  better  kind  of  fociety  than  his  compa-- 
nions  fupplied*  He  had  kept  an  accurate  and  neatly-written  journal 
of  his  proceedings,  withfome  well- drawn  views  of  the  fpot  to  which 
be  was  fo  long  confined.  It  appeared,  that  they  had,  in  the  hope  of 
their  own  or  fome  other  veffel  arriving  to  take  them  off,  colleded  and 
cured  feveral  thoulands  of  feal-fkins,  which,  however,  they  were 
compelled  to  abandon.  M.  Perron  and  his  companions  had  fub- 
flfted  for  the  laft  eighteen  months  onr  the  flefh  of  feals. 

The  day  folk) wing  this  arrival  the  fignal  announced  a  fecond,  which 
proved  to  be  the  fnow  Experiment,  commanded  by  Mr.  £dward 
M*Clellan,'who  had  before  been  in  that  country  ;  and  a  few  hours 
after,  the  ihip  Otter,  from  Bofton,  in  North  America,  anchored  in  the 
Cove.  Mn  M'Clellan  had  on  board  a  large  inveftmrent  of  India  goods,, 
muflins,  calicoes,  chintzes,  foap,  fugar,  fpirits,  and  a  variety  of  fmall' 
articles,  apparently  the  fweepings  of  a  Bengal  bazar;  the  fale  of 
which  in veilment  he  expeded  would  produce  ten  or  twelve  thouiand 
pounds. 

The  American,  either  finding  the  market  overftocked,  or  having 
had  fome  other  motive- for  touching  at  Port  Jackfon,  declared  that  he- 
had  nothing  for  fsJe  ;  but  that  he  could,  as  a  favour,  fpare  two  hog«* 
flieads  of  Jamaica  rudi,  three  pipea  of  Madeira,  fixty-eig^t  qulart^r 
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caiks  of  Lifbon  wine,  four  chefts  and  a  half  of  Bohea  tea,  and  two 
hogfheads  of  melafles.  He  had  touched  at'  the  late  refidence  of  M. 
Perron,  the  ifland  of  Amfterdam,  and  broughc  off  as  many  of  the 
.  feal-fkins  (his  veflel  being  bound  to  China,  after  vifiting  the  north-weft 
coaft  of  America)  as  he  could  take  on  board. 

Be-nil-long's  influence  over  his  countrymen  not  extending  to  the 
natives  at  the  river,  frefli  accounts  of  their  violence  were  received. 
They  attacked  a  man  who  had  been  allowed  to  ply  with  a  paflage- 
boat  between  the  port  of  Sydney  and  the  river,  and  wounded  him  (it 
was  feared  mortally) ;  and  they  were  beginning  again  to  annoy  the 
fettlers  there. 

Notwilhftanding  the  reward  offered  for  apprehending  Blaok  Csefar, 
he  remained  at- large;  and  fcarcely  a  iporning  arrived  without  a^com*. 
plaint  being  made  to  the  magiftrates  of  a  lofs  of  property  fuppofed  to 
have  been  occafioned  by  him.  In  faft,  every  theft  that  was  commit* 
ted  was  afcribed  to  him  or  fome  of  the  vagabonds  who  were  in  the 
woods,  the  number  of  whom  at  this  time  amounted  to  fix  or  eight* 

On  the  nth  of  February  an  addition  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  male  and  female  conviSs  was  given  to  the  fettlemcnts  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  tranfport  from  Ireland.  This 
veflel  was  commanded  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  from  whom  it  was 
learned,  that  a  confpiracy  had  been  formed  to  take  the  fliip  from  him  j 
but,  the  circumftances  of  it  being  happily  difclofed  in  time,  he  was 
enabled  to  prevent  it ;  and,  having  fuflScient  evidence  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  confpiracy,  he  caufed  the  principals  of  thofe  concerned  to 
be  feverely  puniflied,  firft  taking  the  opinions  of  all  the  free  people 
who  were  on  board.  A  military  guard,  confifting  of  two  fubalterns 
and  a  proportionate  number  of  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
(principally  drafts  from  other  regiments),  was  embarked  in  his  fliip. 
The  prifoners  were  in  general  healthy ;  but  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
been  puniflied  were  not  quite  recovered,  and  on  landing  were  fent  to 
the  hofpital.  It  appeared,  that  the  men  were  for  the  moft  part  of  the 
dcfcription  of  people  termed  Defenders,  defperate,  and  ripe  for  any 
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fcheme  from  which  danger  and  deftrudion  were  likely  to  enfue.  The 
women  were  of  the  fame  complexion,  and  their  ingenuity  and  cruelty 
were  difplayed  in  the  part  that  they  were  to  take  in  the  purpofed  in* 
furredion;  which  was,  the  preparing  of  pulverifed  glafs  to  mix, with 
the  flower,  of  which  the  feamen  were  to  make  tl>eir  puddings.  What 
an  importation ! 

The  Marquis  Cornwall  is  had  flopped  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  From  the  latter  of  which  places  they  brought 
the  pleating  intelligence  of  its  having  furrendered  to  his  Majefty'a 
arms,  and  being  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Englifli.  General  Craig,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  on  (hore,  and  Commodore  Blankett,  each  fent  an  of^ 
ficial  communication  of  this  important  circumftance  to  Governor 
Hunter,  and  dated  their  defire  to  afOft  in  any  thing  that  might  be 
of  fcrvice  to  the  fettlement,  when  the  feafon  ftiould  offer  for  fending 
the  ihips  under  his  orders  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hppe  for  fupplies. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  fettlement  heard  with  infinite  regret  of  the 
death  of  Colonel  Gordon,  whofe  attentions  to  the  colony,  at  every  op- 
portunity that  prefented  itfelf,  could  never  be  forgotten.  He  was  in- 
deed a  favoured  fon  of  fcience,  and  liberally  extended  the  advantages 

^  which  that  fcience  gave  him,  wherever  he  thought  they  could  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

^  On  the  15th  a  criminal  court  had  met  for  the  trial  of  two  prifoners 
for  a  burglary,  when  information  was  received,  that  Black  Caefar 
had  that  morning  been  fhot  by  one  Wimbow.  This  man  and  another, 
allured  by  the  reward,  had  been  for  fome  days  inquefl  of  him.  Find- 
ing his  haunt,  they  concealed  themfelves  all  night  at  the  edge  of  a  brufK> 
which  they  had  perceived  him  enter  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening. 
In  the  morning  he  came  out }  when,  looking  round  him  and  feeing 
his  danger,  he  prefented  his  mufket ;  but  before  he  could  pull  the 
trigger  Wimbow  fired  and  (hot  him,  and  he  died  in  a  few  hours.  Thus 
ended  a  man,  who  certainly,  during  his  life,  could  never  have  beeii 
cftimated  at  more  than  one  remove  above  the  brute,  and  who  had 
given  more  trouble  than  any  other  convi^  in  the  fettlemeat* 

On 
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On  the  18th  failed  for  the  north- weft  coaft  of  America  the  Otter, 
in  which  went  Mn  Thomas  Muir  (one  of  the  perfons  fent  out  for  fc- 
dition),  and  feveral  other  convidls  whofe  fentences  of  tranfportati6n 
were  not  expired.  Mr.  Muir  conceived,  that  in  withdrawing  (though 
clandeftinely)  from  that  country,  he  was  only  aflerting  his  freedom, 
and  meant',  if  he  fliould  arrive  in  fafety,  to  enjoy  what  he  deemed 
himfelf  to  have  regained  of  it  in  America,  until  the  time  fhould  come 
when  he  might  return  to  his  own  country  with  credit  and  comfort. 
He  purpofed  pra£ti(ing  at  the  American  bar  as  an  advocate  ;  a  point 
of  information  which  he  left  behind  him  in  a  letter.  At  Sydney  he 
had  chiefly  pafled  his  time  in  literary  eafe  and  retirement,  living  out 
of  the  town  at  a  little  fpot  of  ground  which  he  had  purchafed  for  the 
purpofe  of  feclufion. 

Difcharging  the  ftore-fhips  formed  the  principal  labour  of  the 
month  ;  during  one  or  two  hot  days  of  which,  the  ftirubs  and  bru(h« 
wood  about  the  weft  point  of  the  cove  caught  fire,  and  burnt  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  magazine.  On  its  being  extinguilhed,  the  powder 
was  removed  for  a  few  days  on  board  the  Supply,  until  fome  fecu- 
rity  againft  any  future  accident  of  that  kind  could  be  thrown  up  round 
the  building. 

By  the  return  of  the  Reliance  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  accounts  were 
received,  that  Mr.  Bampton,  who  had  left  Port  Jackfon  in  September, 
on  reaching  Dufky  Bay,  in  New  Zealand,  found  his  (hip  fo  leaky, 
that,  with  the  advice  of  his  officers  and  people,  (he  was  run  oh  fhore 
and  fcuttled.  By  great  good  fortune  they  found  there  a  fmall  veflfel, 
which  had  been  built  by  the  carpenter  of  the  Britannia,  when  left  with 
the  mate  and  others  in  that  fhip*s  firft  voyage  from  thence  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Her  they  completed  and  launched.  It  may  be  re- 
membered, that  in  addition  to  the  large  number  of  perfons  which  Mr. 
Bampton  had  permiflion  to  take  from  Port  Jackfon,  nearly  as  many 
more  found  means  to  fecrete  themfelves  on  board  his  (hip  and  the 
Fancy.  For  thefe,  as  well  as  his  officers  and  (hip's  company,  he  had 
now  to  provide  a  paffage  from  the  truly  defolate  (hores  of  New 
Zealand  (a  fufficient  puni(hment  for  bis  ingratitude  in  taking  them 
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away).  He  accordingly,  after  fitting  as  a  fchooner  the  veffel  which, 
he  had  launched,  and  naming  her  the  Providence,  failed  with  her  and 
the  Fancy  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  having  on  board  as  many  of  the  offi- 
cers and  people  who  reached  Duflcy  Bay  with  him  aa  they  could  con- 
tain, leaving  the  remainder  to  proceed  in  a  vcflel  which  one  of  them 
undertook  to  conftrudl  out  of  the  Endeavour's  long  boat  The  Fancy 
and  Providence  arrived  fafe  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  whence  they  failed  for 
China  on  the  3 1  ft  day  of  January. 

This  unlucky  termination  of  the  voyage  of  the  Endeavour,  when 
added  to  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  Mr.  Bampton  had  met  with 
in  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  on  his  return  to  India,  appeared  fufficient  ta 
difcourage  him  from  again  venturing  to  fpeculate  in  Port  Jackfon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  the  different  reports  received  re- 
fpeding  the  fate  of  the  boat  which  landed  on  Tate  Ifland,  have  been 
ftated.  In  a  Calcutta  newfpaper,  brought  to  Sydney,  they  now  found 
a  printed  account  of  the  whole  of  that  tranfa^ion,*  which  filled  up 
that  chafm  in  the.  ilory  which  the  parties  themfelves  alone  could 
fupply* 

By  referring  to  the  account  given  in  the  month  of  July  1794,  a& 
communicated  by  Mr.  Dell,  it  will  appear,  that  the  fhip,  having  been 
driven  to  leeward  of  the  ifland  after  the  boat  left  her,  was  three  days 
before  flie  could  work  up  to  it.  When  Mr.  Dell  went  on  (hore  ta 
fearch  for  Captain  Hill  and  his  companions,  he  could  only,  at  his* 
return,  produce  what  he  thought  incoiiteftable  proofs  of  their  having 
been  murdered  j  fuch  as  their  great  coats,  a  lanthorn,  tomahawk,  &c^ 
and  three  hands,  one  of  which,  from  a  certain  mark,  was  fuppofed  ta 
have  belonged  to  Mr.  Carter.  Of  the  boat,  after  the  moft  diligent 
ieafch  round  the  ifland,  he  could  find  no  trace.  By  the  account  now 
piiblifiied,  and  which  bore  every  mark  of  authenticity,  it  appeared, 
that  when  the  boat,  in  which  thefe  unfortunate  gentlemen  were,  had 
reached  the  ifland  on  the  3d  of  July  1795,  the  natives  received  them 

*  This  account  is  reprinted  at  length  in  the  European  Magazine,  vol,  XXXL  p.  310.  39a. 
and  is  very  afFeaing. 
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very  kindly,  and  conduced  them  to  a  convenient  place  for  landing.. 
After  diftributing  fome  prefent8  among  them,  with  which  they  ap- 
peared very  much  fatisfied,  it  was  propofed,  that  Meffrs.  Carter,  Shaw, 
and  Afcott,  (hould  proceed  to  the  top  of  a  high  land  which  they  had 
noticed,  and  that  Captain  Hill  fhould  ftay  by  the  boat,  with  her  crew,. 
confiding  of  four  feamen  belonging  to  the  Chefterfield. 

The  inland  party,  taking  the  precaution  to  arm>  and  provide  thenr- 
felvcs  with  a  neceflary  quantity  of  ammunition,  fet  off.  Nothing  un^ 
friendly  occurred  during  their  walk, though  feverallittle  circumffances- 
happened,  which  induced  Afcott  to  fufpeCt  that  the  natives  had  fome 
defign  upon  them ;  an  idea,  however,  which  was  fcouted  by  his 
companions. 

On  their  return  from  the  hill,  hoftile  defigns  became  apparent,  and 
the  natives  feemed  to  be  deterred  from  murdering  them  merely  by  the 
adlivity  of  Afcott,  who,  by  prefenting  his  mu&et  occafionally,  kept 
them  off;  but,  notwithftanding  his  aftivity  and  vigilance,  the  natives 
at  length  made  their  attack.  They  began  by  attempting  to  take  AfcottV 
mufket  from  him,  finding  that  he  was  the  moft  likely  to  annoy  them; 
direftly  after  which,  Mr.  Carter,  who  was  the  foremoft  of  the  party, 
was  heard  to  exclaim,  "  My  God,  my  God !  they  have  murdered 
me."  Afcott,  who  ftill  retained  his  muflcet,  immediately  fired,  on 
which  the  natives  left  them  and  fled  into  the  bufhes.  Afcott, now  had> 
time  to  look  about  him,  and  faw  what  be  juilly  deemed  a  horrid  fpec- 
tacle,  Mr.  Carter  lying  bleeding  on  the  ground,  and  Mr.  Shaw  with  ar 
large  wound  in  his  throat.  They  were  both,  however,  able  to  rife,, 
and  proceed  down  the  hill  to  the  boat.  On  their  arrival  at  the  beach,, 
they  called  to  their  companions  to  fire  ;  but,  to  their  extreme  horror^ 
they  perceived  Captain  Hill  and  one  of  the  feamen  lying  dead  on  the 
fand,  cut  and  mangled  in  a  ttioft  barbarous  manner.  Two  others  of 
the  feamen  they  faw  floating  on  the  water,  with  their  throats  cut  from 
ear  to  ear.  The  fourth  failor  they  found  dead  in  the  boat,  mangled  in 
the  fame  fliocking  manner.  With  much  difiiculty  thefe  unhappy^ 
people  got  into  their  boat,  and,  cutting  her  grapnel,  pulled  oflf  from 

6  this 
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this  treacherous  (hore.  While  this  was  performing,  they  clearly  faw 
the  natives,  whom  in'  their  account  they  term  voracious  cannibals, 
dragging  the  bodies  of  Captain  Hill  and  the  feamen  from  the  beach 
toward  fome  large  fires,  which  they  fuppofed  were  prepared  for  the 
oqcafion,  yelling  and  howling  at  the  fame  time  moft  difmally,  Thefc 
wretched  furvivors  of  their  companions  having  feen,  from  the  top  of 
the  hill  whither  their  ill-fated  curiofity  had  led  theip,  alarge  fand-bank 
not  far  from  the  ifland,  determined  to  run  under  the  lee  of  it,  as  they 
very  rcafonably  hoped  that  boats  would  the  next  morning  be  fent 
after  them  from  the  fhip.  They  experienced  very  liitle  reft  or  eafe 
that  night,  and  when  daylight  appeared  found  that  they  had  drifted 
nearly  out  of  fight  of  the  ifland,  and  to  leeward  of  the  fand-bank. 

Deeming  it  in  vain  to  attempt  reaching  the  bank,  after  examining 
what  was  left  in  the  boat,  (a  few  of  the  trifles  which  they  had  put 
into  her  to  buy  the  friendfliip  of  the  natives,  and  Afcott's  great»coat, 
but  neither  a  compafs  nor  a  morfel  of  provifions,)  they  determined,  by 
th€  advice  of  Shaw,  who  of  thefe  three  miferaWe  people  was  the  only 
one  that  underftood  any  thing  of  navigation^  to  run  dire^  for  Timor^ 
for  which  place  the  wind  was  happily  fair.  To  the  weft  ward,  there- 
fore, they  direded  their  courfe^  trufting  to  that  Providence  which  had 
delivered  them  from  the  cannibals  at  Tate  Ifland. 

Without  provifions,  deftitute  of  water,  and  almoft  without  bodily, 
ftrength,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  their  fufierings  were  very  great  be- 
fore they  reached  a  place  of  fafety  and  relief*  They  left  the  ifland  on 
the  3d  of  July,  the  day  on  which  their  companions  were  butchered. 
On  the  7th,  hayiilg  on  the  preceding  day  pafled  a  fand-bank  covered 
with  birds,  they  providentially,  in  the  morning,  found  two  fmall  birds 
in  the  boat,  one  of  which  they  immediately  divided  into  three  parts, 
and  were  confiderably  relieved  by  eating  it.  On  the  8th  they  found  ^ 
themfelves  with  land  on  both  fides*  Through  thefe  ftraits  they  pafled 
and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  weftward.  All  that  could  be  done 
with  their  wounds  was  to  keep  them  clean  by  opening  them  occa- 

fionally, 
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fionally,  and  wafliing  them  with  fajt  water.     Oa  the  nth  they  faw 
land,  and  puflied  their  boat  into  a  bay,  all  agreeing  that  they  had  better 
truft  to  the  chance  of  being  well  received  on  fliore,  than  to  that  of  pe- 
rilhing  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  or  two  more  at  fea.     There  they  pro- 
cured fome  water  and  a  roafted  yam  from  the  natives,  who  alfo  gave 
them  to  underftand  that  Timor  was  to  the  fouthward  of  them.     Not 
thinking  themfelves  quite  fo  fafe  here  as  they  would  be  at  Goupang, 
they  again  embarked.    They  foon  after  found  a  proa  in  chacc  of  them, 
which  they  eluded  by  ftanding '  with  their  boat  over  a  reef  that  the 
proa  would  not  encounter.     On  the  morning  of  the  13th  they  faw  » 
point  of  land  a-head,  which,  with  the  wind  as  it  then  was,  they  could 
not  weather.     They  therefore  ran  into  a  fmall  bay,  where  the  natives 
received  them,  calling  out  "  Bligh  !  Bligh  !**  Here  they  landed,  were 
hofpitably  received,  and  providentially  faved  from  the  horror  of  perifh- 
ing  by  famine. 

This  place  was  called  by  the  natives  Sarrett,  and  was  diftindt  from 
Timor  Land,  which  was  the  firft  place  they  refreOied  at.  They  were 
alfo  informed,  that  there  was  another  fmall  ifland  to  the  northward^ 
called  by  them  Fardatta ;  but  which  in  fome  charts  was  named  Tana- 
bor.  They  alfo  underftood  that  a  proa  came  yearly  from  Banda  to 
trade  at  Tanabor,  and  that  hqr  arrival  was  expe<3:ed  in  the  courfe  of 
feven  or  eight  months.  They  were  much  gratified  with  this  informa- 
tion, and  foon  found  that  they  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  hofpitable 
and  humane  race  of  people.  On  the  25th  of  July  Mr.  Carter's  wound 
was  entirely  healed,  after  having  had  thirteen  pieces  of  tHe  fractured 
ikull  taken  out.  But  this  gentleman  was  fated  not  long  to  furvive  his 
fufferings.  He  remained  in  perfedl  health  until  the  17th  of  November, 
when  he  caught  a  fever,  of  which  he  died  on  the  loth  of  December, 
much  regretted  by  his  two  friends  (for  adverfity  makes  friends  of  thofe 
who,  perhaps,  in  other  fituations  would  never  have  ihaken  hands). 

The  two  furvivors  waited  in  anxious  expedation  for  the  arrival  of 
the  annual  trading  proa  from  Banda.  To  their  great  joy  ihe  came  on 
the  1 2  th  of  March  1794;  they  (ailed  for  Banda  on  the  loth  of  Aprils 

and 
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and  arrived  there  on  the  ift  of  May  following,  where  they  were  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  hofpitality  by  the  governor,  who  fupplied 
them  with  every  thmg  ncccflary  for  people  in  their  fituation,  and  pro- 
vided them  with  a  paflage  on  board  an  Indiaman  bound  to  Batavia, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  loth  of  the  following  Odober ;  adding 
another  to  the  many  in  (lances  of  efcape  from  the  perils  which  attend 
on  thofc  whofe  hard  fate  have  driven  them  to  navigate  the  ocean  in 
an  open  boat. 

Hard  indeed  was  the  fate  of  Captain  Hill  and  Mr.  Carter.  They 
were  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  qualified  to  adorn  the  circles  of 
life  in  which  their  rank  in  fociety  placed  them.  How  lamentable  thus 
to  perifh,  the  one  by  the  hands  and  rude  weapons  of  barbarous  fa- 
vage8,cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life  and  moft  perfed  enjoyment  of  his  fa- 
culties, loft  for  ever  to  a  widowed  parent  and  a  fifter  whom  he  ten- 
derly loved,  his  body  mangled,  roafted,  and  devoured  by  cannibals ; 
the  other,  after  efcaping  from  thofe  cannibals,  to  perifli  *  in  a  country 
where  all  were  ftrangers  to  him,  except  his  two  companions  in 
mifery,  to  give  up  all  his  future  profpeds  in  life,  never  more  to  meet 
the  cheering  eye  of  friendfhip  or  of  love,  and  without  having  had  the 
melancholy  fatisfadlion  of  recounting  his  perils,  his  efcape,  and  fuffer- 
ings,  to  thofe  who  would  fympathize  with  him  in  the  tale  of  his 
forrows. 

On  the  loth  of  March  the  American  failed  for  the  northweft  coaft 
of  America,  In  her  went  Mr.  James  Fitzpatrick  Knarelbro*,  a  gen- 
tleman whofe  hard  lot  it  had  been  to  be  doomed  to  banifhment  for 
life  from  his  native  country,  Irelatid,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  com- 
fortable fortune  which  he  there  poflefled.  He  lived  during  his  refi- 
dence  at  Parraraatta  with  the  moft  rigid  economy  and  fevere  felf- 
denial  even  of  the  common  comforts  of  life. 

^  It  IS  evident,  if  this  account  be  true,  that  Mr  DeB  lanft  have  heea  miftaken  in  hit  opinioa 
cf  having  carried  on  board  the  Shah  Hormuzcar  a  hand  whidi,  fran  a  certain  BMrk  oa  it,  he 
JuKw  to  have  belonged  to  Mr«  Carter. 

It 
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It  was  remarked  with  concern,  that  the  crops  of  this  feafon  proved 
in  generail  bad,  the  wheat  being  almoft  every  where  mixed  with  a 
weed  named  hj  the  farmers  Drake.  It  was  occafioned  by  the  ground 
being  overwrought,  from  a  greedinefs  to  make  it  produce  golden  har- 
vefts  every  feafon,  without  allowing  it  time  to  recruit  itfelf  from  crop 
to  crop,  or  being  able  to  afford  it  manure. 

At  the  Hawkeibury,  where  alone  any  promife  of  agricultural  ad- 
vantage wais  to  be  found,  the  fettlers  were  immerfed  in  intoxication* 
Riot  and  madnefs  marked  their  condud ;  and  this  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  fpirits  that,  in  defiance  of  every  precaution,  found  their  way 
thither*.  Robberies  were  every  where  more  frequent  now  than  they 
had  been  for  fome  time  ;  icarcely  a  night  pafling  without  at  leaft  an 
attempt  being  made. 

•  Reports  were  again  received  during  the  month,  of  frefh  outrages 
•committed  by  the  natives  at  the  river.  The  fchooner  which  had  been 
lent  round  with  provifions  faw  fome  of  thefe  people  off  a  high  point 
of  land  named  Portland  Head,  who  menaced  them  with  their  fpcars* 
and  carried  in  their  appearance  every  mark  of  hoftility.  The  governor 
being  at  this,  time  pn  an  excurfion  to  that  fettlement  (by  vrater),  one 
of  lu6  party  landed  on  the  OiQre  oppolite  Portland  ,Head»  and  faw  at 
a  ihort  diftance  a  large  body  of  natives,  who  he  underftood  had  affem- 
bled  for  the  purpole  of  burning  the  corpfe  of  a  man  who  had  been 
killed  in  fome  contefl;  among  themfdves. 

About  this  time  Bennillong,  who  occafionally  (hook  off  the  habits 
of  civilized  life,  and  went  into  the  woods  for  a  few  days  with  his.  fif- 
ters  and  other  friends,  fent  in  word  that  he  had  had  a  contefl  whh  his 
bofom  friend  Cole*  be,  in  which  he  had  been  fo  much  the  fufferer,  that 
tmtil  his  wounds  were  healed  be  could  not  with  any  pleafure  to  him* 
ielf  appear  at  the  governor's  table.  This  notification  was  accom- 
panied'with  a  reqneft,  that  his  -clothes,  which  he  had^  left  behind 
^vhen  he  went  away,  might  be  fent  him,  together  with  fome  viduals,  - 
of  which  he  was  much  in  want.  [ 

T  T  '  '  '  *'  On' 
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On  hk  agaia  vlfiting  the  fettlement^  he  appeared  with  a  wound  on 
his  mouth,  which  had  divided  the  upper  lip  and  broke  tiwro  pf  the 
teeth  of  that  jaw*  His  featuresi  never  very  plcafing,  now  feemed  out 
of  all  proportion,  ami  his  pronunciation  was  much  altered,  Finding; 
kimfelf  badly  received  amopg  the  females  (although  Improved  by  hi^ 
travels  in  the  little  attentions  that  are  fuppofed  W  have  their  weight 
with  the  fex),  and  not  being  able  to  endure  a  life  of  celibacy,  he  had 
made  an  attack  upon  his  friend's  favourite,  Boo»ree-a,  in  which  he- 
was  not  only  uniuccefsful,  but  was  puni(hed  for  his  breach  of  friend- 
(hip,  as  has  been  related,  by  Colc-be,  who  &rcaftically  aiked  him,.  **  if 
he  meant  that  kind  of  condudk  to  be  a  fpecimea  of  £ngli(b  manners  V^ 

Among  the  deaths  which  took  place  in  March^  was  that  of  Mr^ 
Jofeph  Gerald.     A  confumption  which  accompanied  him  from  Engw 
land  and  which  all  his  wishes  and  efforts  to  (hake  off  could  not  over* 
come  at  length  brought  him  to  that  period  whesn^  perhaps,  his  ftsong; 
enlightened  mind  muft  have  perceived  how  full  of  vanity  aod  vcaationi 
of  fpirit  were  thebuiieft  concerns  of  this  world ;.  and  into  what  anat* 
row  limit  was  now  to  be  thruft  that  frame  which  hvt  of  late  trod 
firmly  in  the  walk  of  Fife,  elate  and  glowing  with  youthfuh  hope,, 
glorying  in  being  a  martyr  to  the  caufe  which  he  termed  that  c(f  firee-^ 
dom,  and  confidering  as  an  honour  that  exiFc  which  brought  him  to^ 
an  untimely  grave.     He  was  followed  in  three  days  after  by  anothar 
viaim  to  miftaken  opinions,  Mr.  William  Skirvingb    A  dyfentery* 
was  the  apparent  caufe  of  his  death ;  but  his  heart  was  broken*     la 
the  hope  of  receiving  remittances  from  England,  which  might  enable 
him  to  proceed  with' fpirit  and  fuccefs  in  farming,  of  which  he  ap- 
peared to  have  a  thorough  knowledge,  he  had  purchafed  frota  difl^- 
ent  perfons,  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of 
Sydney,     He  foon  found  .that  a  farm  near  the  fea-coaft  was  of  no 
great  value.     His  attention  and  his  efforts  to  cultivate  the  ground  were 
t)f  no  avail.     Remittances  h^  received  none;    he  contradled  fome 
little  debts,  and  found  himfelf  negledled  by  that  party  for  whom  he 

had 
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had  facrificed  the  deareft  connexions  in  life,  a  wife  and  family  j  and 
finally  yielded  to  the  pt-effbre  of  accumulated  calamity.  His  condud 
while  in  exile  had*  been  that  of  a  pibus^  honeft,  worthy  charadler:  nor 
had  his  political  principles  ever  manifefted  themfelves  ;  but  all  his  foli- 
tatude  feeibed  tf3f  be,  to  «vi Ace  him fclf  the  friend  of  human  nature. 
Requi^ait  m  pace  i 

Toward  preventing  theindifcrioiinate  lalc  of  fpirits  which  prevailed 
in  the  fettlememts^  the  governor  thought  that  granting  licences  to  a 
few  perfona  t^  gocxi  chara£):er  might  have  a  beneficial  effedl ;  ten  per« 
fons  were  ilsleded  by  the  magiftrates,  to  whom  licences  for  twelve 
months  were  granted  ;  and  as,  from  the  very  frequent  ftate  of  intoxi* 
cation  in  which  groat  Auoibfcrs  of  the  lower  orders  of  people  had 
for  fome  time  pad:  been  feea^  there  was  great  reafon  to  fufpe^k  that  a 
greater  quantity  of  fpirAtuQus  liquors  had  been  landed  from  the  differ-^ 
ent  fli^s  which  had  enteijed  the  port  than  permits  had  beeft  obtained 
fpr^  it  became  bj,ghiy  neceflary  to  put  a  ftop,  as  early  as  pofiible,  to  a 
pra£Uce  which  was  pregnant  with  all  kinds  of  mifchief.  The  governor, 
therefore,  jiudged  it  ne^effary,  the  more  efibaually  to  fupprefs  the 
cfangerous  pradlice  of  retailing  fpirits  in  this  indifcriminate  way,  not 
only  t0>grimt  lieeacct  ftnder  the  reihidiona  above  mentioned,  but  to 
defife  the  aid  of  all  officers^  ciVi}  and  military,  as  they  regarded  the 
^)od  of  hia  M£yefty*sj;iecT&:ef  the  peaoe,  tranc{uillit7,  and  order  of  the 
colony,  to  ufib  tbcir  litmdft  exiertkma  for  putting  an  end  to  a  fpecies  of 
traffic,  from  whtdii  the  deftriidton  of  health  and  the  ruin  of  all  in« 
duftry  ytittt  tt)  be  expeOfed* 

Oa  th«  1 8th  of  j^pril  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland^ 
having  been  abfent  only  three  wedcs  and  four  days,  the  quickeft  pdl^ 
fagie  tb)tt  bad  beeaa  yet  made  to  and  frond  that  iflaad.  She  was  foU 
lo^ed  a  £e^w,  iKmrt  afttr  by  the  fnow  Sufan  from  Rhode  Ifland,  having 
been  at  fea  two  hundred  aqd  ihlrty-one  days,  not  touching  any  where 
on  her  p|aflage» 

The  Americans  were  obferved  to  make  this  voyage  from  motives  of 

frugality,  failing  dired  for  the  port ;  but  they  were  at  Che  fame  time 

..s'>  T  T  a  obforved 
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C)bi'crved  to  bring  in  thdr  people  extremely  hieaithy.  -  Oh  being  quef^ 
tioued  as  td  what  methods  they  took  to  fecure  the  health  of  their  fea- 
men,  they  replied,  that  in  general  they  foimd  exercife  the  bcft  preven- 
tive againft  the  fcurvy,  and  confidered  idlenefs  as  the  fureft  means  of 
introducing  it.  Li  addition  to  exercife,  however,. they  noade  frequent 
ufe  of  acids  in  the  diet  of  their  feamen,  and  of  fumtgations  from  to- 
bacco in  their  between-decks.  Certain  it  was,  that  none  of  the 
fliips  which  touched  there  from  other  ports  arrived  fa  generally 
healthy.  The  cargo  of  the  Snow  confi-fted  of  fpirits^  broad-cloth,  and? 
a  variety  of  ufeful  and  defirable  articles,,  adapted  to  the  necefikies  of 
the  country. 

On  the  laft  day  of  the  month  the  Iadii|mnfablie  tranfport  arrived^ 
from-England,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  female  convi^s,  anct 
afmall  quaritky  of  provisions  on  board  for  their  ebofumption. 

In  April  and  the  preceding  mojith  many  people,  adults  as  well  a» 
children,  were  again  afflid^ed  with'  inflammations  in  the  eyes.  Its  oc^ 
curring  at  the  fame  feafon  a«  the  year  before,  confirmed  the  medical 
gentlemen  in  the  opinionformerly  givctiyof  the  diforder  originating^ 
in  the  variable  weather. 

'  Daily  experience  proved,  thait  thofc  people  wiioie  (eoteiKres  ofttmff- 
portation  had  expired  were  greater  evils  than  the  convicts  themfetves^ 
as  many  of  them  withdrew  from  receiving  the  ration  allowed  by  go^ 
vernment^  only  to  avoid  labour  and  to  fubfift  by  depredations^ 

On  the  »ith:  of  May^  to.  the  general  fatisfiidion  of  the  fettle^ 
ment,  the  Britannia  ftore(hip  arrived  from  Calcutta  and  Madras,  ovt 
private  account ;  and  one  young  mare,  five  cows  and  one  cow^eal^ 
of  the  Bengal  breeds  were  brought  for  fale^ 

On  boaid  this  {hip  came  two  officers  of  the  Bengal  anny,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raafing  tw^c  hundred  rectuLta  from  among  thofe  people  who  ^ 
ha4  forved  their  refpe&ive  teems  of  Wanfportation.    They  were  to 
be  regularly  enlifted  and  attefted^  and  were   to  receive   bounty-^ 
money. 


1796]  . OF  NEW^  SOUTH  WALE&  325 

On  the  firft  view  of  this  fcheme  it  appLeared  vcrf  pTaufible;  and  it 
wa$  imagined  that  rlie  execution  of  it  would  be  attended  with  good  to 
the  fettlement,  by  ridding  it  of  many  of  tbofe  wretches  whom  there 
was  too  mQch  reafon  to  deem  the  greatest  nuifances  :  but  when  ic  waB 
found  that  the  recruiting  officer  wais  in^ftruded  to  be  nfce  as  to  thQ 
charaders  of  thofe  whom  he  fhould  eniift,  and  to  enlertain  none  that 
were  of  known  bad  morals,  the  governor  perceived  that  the  iettlement 
would  derive  tefs  benefit  from  it  than  had  .been  at  fir(l  expeded  ; 
particularly  as  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe)  that  feveral  fettlers  would 
abandon  their  farms,  and,  leaving  their  families  a  burden  to  the  ftore^ 
embrace  the  change  which  was  offered.  It  was  far  better  for  the  fet- 
tlement, if  any  were  capable  of  bearing  arms  and  becoming  foldiers 
in  defence  of  their  own  lives  and  pofleffions;  and,  by  embodying  them 
from  time  to  trmeas  a  militia,  they  would  lave  t6  the  public  the  expence 
of  a  regiment  or  corps  raifed  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  protecting  the 
public  ftores  and  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  thfe  colony; 

Recruiting,  therefore,*  from  that  colony  for  the  Bengal  army,  bein^ 
a  meafure  that  required  confideration,  and  which  the  governor  thought 
{Rould  firft  have  obtained  the  fandXion  of  adminiftration,  he  deters- 
rained  to  wait  the  refult  of  a  cominonication  on  the  fubjeiSl  with  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  before  he  gave  it  his  countenance.  At  the  fame^ 
time  he  meant  to  recommend  it  hi  a  certain  degree ;  as  it  was  evident 
that  many  good  recruits  might  be  taken,  without  any  injury  to  the  inv 
terefts  of  the  fettlement. 

Mr.  Ravea,  the  mafter  of  theBritannia,  on  his  returar  frorti  this  his* 
ftcohd  voyage  to  India,  gave  it  as  hxs^  opinion,  "'  that  the  paflage  to  be' 
purdied  from  New  South  Wales  to  India,  depended  wholly  upon  the 
feafon  in  which  the  {hip  might  leave  Port  Jackibn»  From  the  monthr 
of  November  to  April,  or  rather  from  Gdober  to  the  begitontng  of 
March,  which  otrght  to  be  the  Tateft  period  that  any  fhip  (hould attempt 
a  northern  pa(Iage,he recommended  making  Norfolk  Ifland'jand  thence 
paffing  between  the  Loyalty  Iflands  and  New  Caledonia,  to  keep  ar 
nearly  as^  circumftances  would  allow  in  the  longitude  of  165^  eafl-^ 
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until  the  (hip  (Kould  reach  the  latitude  of  S""  fouth  ;  and  then  (hape  a 
courfe  to  crofs  the  equator  in  160''  eaft ;  after  which  the  mailer  fliould 
fleer  to  the  N.  W.  by  N.  or  N*  N,  W*  until  in  the  latitude  of  5*  20'  or 
j""  30'  north  ;  in  which  latitude  Mr.  Raven  would  run  down  his  lon«>- 
gitude,  and  pafs  the  fouth  end  of  Mindanao,  and  between  that  ifland 
and  Bafcelan ;  and  thence  through  the  ftraits  of  Banguey  into  the 
China  fea.  In  running  this  pafiage,  ii  would  be  necelTary  to  payria* 
tention  to  Mr.  Dalrymple's  charts  of.thofe  iflands,  &c.  which  Mn 
Raven  found  very  accurate. 

^^  If  leaving  Port  Jackfon  any  time  between  the  beginnUig  of  March 
and  the  ift  of  September,  Mr.  Raven  would  prefer  pai&ng  through  4 
(Irait  in  the  longitude  of  156S  10^  £.  or  thereabouts  ;  and  from  the 
latitude  of  j""  6'  E.  to  6"  42'  S.  which  divides  fome  part  of  the  iflands 
of  the  New  Georgia  of  Captain  Shortland ;  thence  through  St.  George's 
channel  to  the  northward  of  New  Guinea,  through  Dampier*s  ftrait, 
down  Pitt's  Paflage,  to  the  fouthward  of  Boutton,  and  through  the 
ftraits  of  Salayer,  into  the  Banda  of  Amboyna  fea**' 

Mr.  Raven  furnifhed  thefe  obfervacions  in  the  hope  that  they  might 
benefit  the  fettlement  of  Port  Jackfon,  by  proving  ufeful  to  the  com-* 
manders  of  any  (hips  which  the  governor  might  have  Qccafion  to  fend 
into  thofc  feas  on  the  fcrvice  of  the  colony. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hogan's  £hip  for  India,  that  genn 
tlefn^P  had  requefted  that  an  examination  might  be  taken  as  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  conduA  toward  the  convids  and  others  pn  board  h\$: 
ihip  during  their  paflage  from  Ireland.  This  was  accordingly  49ne ; 
when  it  appeared,  that  Mr.  Hogan,  but  for  the  fortunate  and  timely 
difcoyery  of  it,  would  with  his  (hip  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  as  darings 
and  alarming  a  confpiracy  as,  perhaps,  ever  had  been  entered  into  by 
a  fe;t0f:defperate  wretches  on  board  of  any  (hip;  and  that  nothing 
was  left  him,  to  fave  himielf  from  the  danger  of  a  fhnilar  circumftance 
occurring  during  the  voyage,  but  to  inflict  immediate  puniihrnent  on 
the  {)erfons  who  were  concerned  in  it. 

The' 
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The  weather  through  the  whole  of  May  had  proved  very  variable^ 
The  cattle  brought  by  Mr.  Raven,  though  in  Snuth6eld  they  would 
not  all  together  have  been  worth  fifty  pounds,  were-fold  by  audion  af 
enormous  prices.  The  mares  went  at  one  hundred  pounds,  one  of 
the  cows  at  eighty-four  pounds,  and  the  others  at  prices  little  It^ 
ferior. 

The  practice  of  purchafing  the  crops  of  the  fettlers  for  fpirits  had 
too  long  prevailed  j  and  the  Governor  thought  it  abfolutely  neceflary, 
by  all  means  in  his  power,^  to  put  an  end  to  it ;  for  it  was  not  poflible 
that  a  farmer  who  (hould  be  idle  enough  to  throw  away  the  labour  of 
twelve  months,  for  the  gratification  of  a  few  gallons  of  poifonous 
/pirits,  could  exptSt  to  thrive,  or  enjoy  thofe  comfortrf  which  were 
only  to  be  procured  by  fobriety  and  induftry.  From  fuch  charaAers 
he  determined  to  withdraw  the  affiftance  of  Government,  fince  when 
left  to  themfelves  they  would  have  lefs  time  to  wafle  in  drunkennefs^ 
and  rioL 

On  the  aoth  of  June,  the  Governor,  with  a  fmaH  party,  undertook 
a  fecond  excurfio»  to  the  retreat  of  the  cattle.  A  few  days  previous 
to  the  Governor's  departure,  Mr.  Bafs,  the  furgeon  of  the  Reliance, 
and  two  companions,  fet  off  in  an  attempt  to  round  «hc  mountains  ta 
the  weftward;  but  having  fbon  attained  the  fummit  of  the  higheft, 
they  faw,  at  the  diftance  of  forty  or  fifty  miles,  another  range  of  moun« 
tains,  extending  to  the  northward  and  fouthwardw  Mr.  Bafs  reported, 
that  he  pafled  over  fome  very  fine  land ;  and  he  brought  in  fome  fpe-^ 
eimens  of  a  light  wood  which  he  met  with. 

The  Governor  was  not  long  abfent.  .  He  (kw  the  cattlie  ranging  as 
before,  although  not  exadly  in  die  fame  fpot,  in  the  fined  country  yec 
difcovcred  in  New  South  Wales ;  and  alcended  a  hill  which,  from 
every  point  cjf  view,  had  appeared  the  higheft  in  ribe  neighbourhood.* 
The  height  of  this  hill,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Mount  Hunter, 
was  fuppofcd  to  be  near  a  mile  from  the  bafe ;  and  the  view  from  the" 
fummit  was  commanding  and  full  of  grand  objeds,  wood,  water, 
plains,,  and  mountains.     Every  where  on  that  fide  of  the  Nepean  the 

loil 
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ibil  was  found  to  be  gobd,  atid  the  ground  eligible  for  cultivation. 
The  fides  of  Mount  Hunter,  though  very  deep,  were  clothed  with 
tifljier  to  the  fummit,  and  the  ground  filled  with  the  orchis  root. 

The  knowledge  derived  from  this  excurfioii  was,  that  the  cattle  had 
not  been  difturbed,  and  that  they  had  increafcd :  ninety-four  were 
at  this  time  counted. 

About  the  fame  lime  the  people  of  a  filbing-boat  returned  from  a 
bay  near  Port  Stephens,  and  brought  with  them  feveral  large  pieces 
of  coal,  which  they  faid  they  found  at  fome  little  diftance  from  the 
beach,  lying  in  confiderable  quantity  on  the  furface  of  the  ground. 
Thefe  people  having  conduced  themfelves  improperly  while  onihore, 
two  of  them  were  feverely  wounded  by  the  natives^  oaeof  whom  died 
foon  after  he  reached  the  hofjpital. 

Toward  the  4atter  end  of  the  month  two  men  from  each  officer 
were  ordered  to  join  the  public  gangs,  it  being  found  wholly  imprac- 
ticable to  ere£t, without  more  afiiflance,  any  of  the  buildings  which  had 
become  indifpenfably  neceffary  ;  as  ftore-houfes,  barracks,  and  houfes 
for  the  afliftant-furgeons.  A  church  too,  of  more  fubftantial  mate« 
rials  than  lath  and  plafter,  was  wanted  both  at  Sydney  and  Parra- 
xnatta ;  as  well  as  court-houfesi,  or  places  where  the  courts  of  civil  and 
criminal  judicature  might  he  held,  and  where  the  magiftriates  mi^hc 
meet  to  do  the  public  bufinefs. 

The  timber-carriages  were  now,  inftead  of  men,  drawn  by  fix  or 
eight  ftoat  oxen ;  and  all  the  timber  which  was  ufed  for  building  oc 
other  purpofes  was  brought  ♦o  the  pits  by  them.  Thi«  was  fomc 
faving  of  men ;  but  eight  .people were  ftill  en^ployed  with  each  car- 
rie^e. 

Among-the  many  evHsthat  were  daily  &en  flowing  from  that  date 
of  diffipation  which,  bad  found  its  way  into  the  different  fettlements, 
it  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  two  men  loft  their  lives  by  the  hand 
of  violence.  On  Tuefday  the  9th  of  July,  a  feaman  belonging  to  the 
Indlfpenfable  was  (hot  at  Sydney^  in  the  houfe  of  the  niafter  boat- 
buHder,  by  a  convift  fervaat  of  his ;  and  on  the  fame  day^  at  the 

Hawkefbury, 
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Hawkefbury,  John  Fenlow,  a  fettler,  fhot  his  fervant,  a  convid.  The 
latter  of  thefc  unfortunate  men  lived  but  a  few  hours,  and  the  feaman, 
after  languifliing  feveral  days,  expired. 

Thefe  tranfadions  were  produdive  of  fome  internal  regulations 
which  had  long  been  wanting.  Several  fettlers,  with  whofe  condud 
the  Governor  had  had  but  too  much  caufc  to  be  difpleafed,  were  at 
length  deprived  of  all  afliftance  from  Government,  and  left  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  own  abilities ;  and  all  perfons  off  the  ftores,  who  of 
courfe  did  not  labour  for  Government,  were  ordered  forthwith  to 
appear  at  Sydney,  in  order  to  their  being  muftercd  and  examined  re- 
lative to  their  refpeflive  terms  of  iranlportation  ;  when  certificates 
were  to  be  given  to  fuch  as  were  regularly  difcharged  from  the  com* 
miflary^s  books,  and  the  fettlers  were  direfted  not  to  employ  any  but 
thofe  which  could  produce  this  certificate. 

Stock  of  all  denominations  was  at  this  period  faft  increafing.  in 
the  different  diftrids:  one  officer,  who  was  quitting  the  colony,  fold 
to  Government  a  flock  of  goats,  confiiling  of  about  one  hundred, 
anima's. 

The  Britannia,  which  was  fitting  again  for  fea,  was  offered  by  the 
matter  to  the  Governor,  for  the  purpofe  of  going  diredl  to  England, 
if  his  Excellency  (hould  have  any  occafion  to  employ  her  in  fuch  a 
voyage  ;  and  there  being  at  the  time   feveral  foldiers   unfit  for  fer- 
vice,  with  others  whofe  engagements  with  the  Crown  had  expired, 
the  Governor  thought  it  advifeable  to  eafe  Government  at  once  of 
thefe  expences,  by  clofing  with   Mr.   Raven's  propofal,  and  accord- 
ingly chartered  his  (hip  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  them  to  Europe. 
The  natives  had  of  late  appeared  lefs  troublefome  than  for  fome  time 
paft.     The  people  of  a  fiihing-boat,  which  had  been  caft  on  (hore  in 
bad  weather  near  port  Stephens,  met  with  fome  of  thefe  people,  who, 
whhout  much  entreaty,  or  any  hope  of  reward,  readily  put  them  into 
the  path  from  thence  to  Broken  Bay,  and  conduced  them  the  greateft 
part  of  the  way.     During  their  little  journey,  thefe  friendly  people 
made  them  underftand  that  they  had  fecn  a  white  woman  among  fome 

u  u  natives 
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native^  to  the  northward.  On  their  reporting  this  at  Sydney,  the  un* 
fortunate  female  was  conjeftured  to  be  Mary  Morgan,  a  prifoner,  who 
It  was  now  faid  had  failed  in  her  attempt  to  get  on  board  the  Refolu* 
tion  ftorelhip,  which  failed  in  1794.  There  was  indeed  another  wo- 
man,  who  ran  away  a  few  days  after  the  firft  fettling  in  Sydney, 
and  whofe  fate  was  not  afcertained ;  If  (he  could  have  furvived  the 
hardftiips  and  wretchednefs  of  fucli  a  life  as  muft  have  been  her's  dur- 
ing fo  many  years  refidence  among  the  natives  of  New  Holland,  how 
much  information  muft  it  have  been  in  her  power  to  aflford !  but  hu» 
manity  fhuddcrcd  at  the  idea  of  purchafmg  it  at  fuch  a  price. 

Early  in  Auguft  John  Fenlow  was  tried  for  the  wilful  murder  of  hia 
fervant,  David  Lane.  The  charge  being  fully  made  out,  the  prifoner 
received  fentence  to  die  ;  and  on  the  following  Saturday  was  executed^ 
his  body  being  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for  difledtion,  purfuant  to  his 
fentence^  The  night  before  his  execution,  he  confefled  that  the  mur- 
der which  he  committed  had  been  premeditated.  It  could  fcarcely  be 
fuppofed,  that  among  the  defcription  of  people  of  which  the  lower 
clafs  was  formed  in  New  South  Wales,  any  would  have  been  found 
fufEciently  curious  to  have  attended  the  furgeons  on  fuch  an  bccafion  y 
but  they  had  no  fobner  fignified  that  a  body  was  ready  for  infpetftion^ 
than  the  hofpital  was  filled  with  people,  men  women  and  children,  to 
the  number  of  feveral  hundred;  none  of  whom  appeared  moved  with 
pity  for  his  fate,  or  in  the  leaft  degree  admoniftied  by  the  fad  fpeClacle^ 
before  their  eyes. 

On  the  23d  of  Auguft  the  Grand  Turk  arrived  from  Bofton,  atter  a 
paflage  of  five  months  from  that  port.  She  was  loaded  with  fpirits, 
tobacco,  wine,  foap,  iron,  Unfeed  oil,  broad-cloth,  &c.  &c.  for  the 
market  of  Port  Jackfon,  Manilla,  and  Canton. 

In  September  a  temporary  church  was  opened  at  Parramatta.  De- 
cent places  of  worfhip  were  now  to  be  feen  at  the  two  principal  fettle* 
ments.  At  the  time  when  Sydney  was  vifited  by  the  Spanifti  (hipa 
the  clergyman  preached  wherever  he  could  find  a  {hady  fpot.  The 
priefl.  belonging  to  the  commodore's    ftiip,  on  obferving   that   there 

.    was 
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was  not  any  church  built,  liftrd  up  his  e^es  with  aftonifliment,  and 
declared,  that  had  the  place  been  fettled  by  his  nation,  a  houfe  for 
God  would  have  been  eredled  before  any  houfe  for  matt. 

The  invalids  and  paflengers  who  were  teturning  to  England  in  the 
Britannia  being  embarked,  that  fhip,  the  RelianCe,  and  the  Francis 
fchooner,  hauled  out  of  the  Cove  preparatory  to  their  departure.  As 
a  proof  that  flock  was  not  at  this  time  falling  in  its  value,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  fold  two  Cape  cows  and  one  fteerfor  189  pounds  fterling. 
The  ftock  in  the  colony  was  of  confiderable  extent  and  value,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  account  of  jt  which  was  taken  forthe  purpofe 
of  being  tranfmitted  tp  Government :    . 

Account  of  live  ftock  in  the  pofleflion  of  Governmeot  and  the 
civil  and  military  officers  of  the  fettlement,  on  the  firfl  of  Septem- 
ber, 1796. 

Mares  57}  cows  and  cow  calved  loi;  bulls  and  bull  calves  74; 
oxen  54;  fheep  1531  ;  goats  1427;  hogs  1869. 

The  wild  cattle  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  river  Nepean,  were  not  includ- 
ed in  this  account. 

All  kinds  of  poultry  were  numerous. 

The  number  of  acres  at  the  fame  time  in  cultivation,  were  5410. 

It  was  fatisfadory  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  now  on  the  point  of 
quitting  that  country  (among  whom  was  the  Author  of  this  hiftory, 
who  had  beea  in  the  fettlement  from  its  eftablifhment,  and  witnefTed 
many  periods  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty)  to  refled:,  that  they  left  it  not 
only  with  a  profpeft  of  plenty  before  it,  but  with  ftores  and  granaries 
abundantly  filled  at  the  time.  In  the  houfes  of  individuals  were  to  be 
found  raoft  of  the  Comforts,  and  not  a  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
For  thefe  the  ifland  was  indebted  to  the  communications  that  it  had 
had  with  India,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  j  and  the  former  years 
of  famine,  toll,  and  difficulty,  were  now  exchanged  for  years  of  plenty 
cafe,  and  pleafure.  ^ 

The  following  ftate  of  the  fettlement  was  made  up  to  the  31ft  of 
Auguft  1796: 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  Salt 
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Salt  provifions  and  grain  in  (lore : 

To  Ua  at  the  edabliOied  Ration. 

Ikef,         -         -         -         -  -         3^1 

Poik,     -         -         -         -         --44     6 


Total  of  fait  meat 

76 

0 

Peafe, 

•                  •                  «                  . 

22 

0 

Wheat, 

.                  -                  .                  -                   - 

29 

I 

Maize, 

-                 .                  -                  - 

41 

4 

Sugar, 

4 

0 

To  confume  this  quantity  of  food,  there  were  vidlualled 

Perfom, 

At  Sydney,  -  -         -         -         2219 

At  Pairamatta,  -         -         -         -       965 

At  the  Hawkefbury,         -         -         -         454 

Making  a  total  of  3638 

There  were  321  peop'e  off  the  public  ftores;  which,  added  to  the 
3638  who  were  vi^ualled,  gave  a  general  total  of  3959  perfons  in  the 
different  fettlements,  of  all  dcfcriptions  and  ages  j  not  including  thofe 
at  Norfolk  Ifland,  in  which  feltlement  were  ^  89  perfons.  To  which 
add  3959  perfons,  in  New  South  Wales,  there  will  be  found  4.848 
perfons  under  the  Britilb  government,  in  New  South  Wales,  and  its 
dependencies, 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  failing  of  the  fhips,  information  was  re- 
ceived of  a  moft  inhuman  murder  having  been  perpetrated  on  the  body 
of  a  fettler's  wife,  at  the  diftrift  of  the  Ponds.  A  female  neighbour 
was  accufed  by  an  accomplice  of  having  committed  this  diabolical  ad, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enriching  herfelf  with  the  property  which  fhe 
knew  this  unfortunate  woman  had  in  her  houfe.  She  was  imme- 
diately apprehended,  and  fomc  part  of  the  money  found  upon  her, 
which  left  little  doubt  but  the  avenging  arm  of  juftice  would  foon  fall 
upon  her  head. 

On 
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On  the  29th  his  Majefty's  (hip  Reliance,  and  the  Britannia  hired 
tranfport,  left  Port  Jackfon.  They  were  to  touch  at  Norfolk  Ifland, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  on  board  Lieutenant-Governor  King^  who, 
from  a  long  ftate  of  ill-health,  had  found  himfelf  compelled  to  apply 
for  leave  to  return  to  England. 

The  following  were  the  prices  of  various  articles,  as  they  were  fold 
at  Sydney  about  the  time  the  (hips  failed,  viz. 


STOCK. 

Cows,  8cl. 
Horfes,  90I. 
Sheep,  7I.  IDS. 
Goats,  4L 
Turkeys,  il.  is. 
Geefe,  il.  is. 
.  Fowls,  full  grown  5s. 
Ducks,  5s. 

PROVISIONS. 

Fre(h  pork,  is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Mutton,  2s. 

Goat,  IS.  6d.  per  lb. 

Kangooroo,  6d. 

Fi(h,  3d. 

Eggs,'2s.  per  dozen. 

Salted  pork,   1  s.  per  lb. 

Salted  beef,  8d.  ditto. 

Potatoes,  I2S.  percwt. 

Ditto,  3d.  per  lb. 

Flour,  7id. 

Wheat  meal,  (fifted)  4ld. 

DittOj  (unfifted)  3id. 

Wheat,  128.  per  bu(hel. 

Barley,  los.  per  bu(hel. 

Peafe,  7s.  ditto. 


Maize,  5s.  ditto. 

Ditto  ground,  8s.  ditto. 

Cheefe,  3s.  per  lb. 

Butter,  38.  ditto. 

White-wine  vinegar,  6s.  per  gaL 

GROeBRIES. 

Hyfon  tea,  il.  48.  per  lb. 
Coffee,  2s.  ditto. 
Sugar,  (foft)  IS.  ditto* 
Soap,  28.  ditto. 

Virginia  leaf  tobacco,  58.  ditto.- 
Brazil,  (roll)  7s.  ditto. 
Black  pepper,  48.  ditto. 
Ginger,  3s.  ditto. 
Pipes,  il.  I  OS.  pergrofs. 

WINE  AND  SPIRITSi. 

Red  port,  3  s.  perbottle^ 

Madeira,  4s.  ditto. 

Cape  wine,  3s.  per  bottle. 

Rum,  5s.  ditto. 

Gin,  68.  ditto. 

Porter,   2s.  ditto. 

Beer  made  at  Sydney,  is.  6d» 

INDIA  GOODS. 

Long  cloth,  froffi  38.  to  6s.  per 
yard. 

Cal- 
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vCallicoes,   from  is.  6d.  to  28.  6d.  English  goods. 

ditto.  Black  hats,  from  15s.  to  aU 

MaflinB,  from  7s.  to  i4s  dlUo.         Shoes,  from  9s.  to  13s.  per  pair. 
Nankeen,  los.  per  piece.  Cotton  ftockings,  frond  6s.  to  12s. 

Coarfe  printed  Callicoes,  il.  5s.  do.    Writing  paper,  63.  pcfr  quire. 
Silk  handkerchief,  1 2$.  ditto. 

The  beer  iftentioned  in  the  preceding  account  as  being  made  at 
Sydney,  was  brewed  from  India  corn,  properly  malted,  and  bittered 
with  the  leaytisand  ftalks  of  the  love-apple,  (Lycoperficum,  afpeciea 
of  folannm,)  or,  as  it  was  more  commonly  called  in  the  fettlement, 
the  Gape  goofeberry ;  which  was  found  to  fucceed  fo  well,  that  a  build- 
ing proper  for  the  bufinefs  was  erefted  by  an  individual  at  a  confider-* 
able  expencc. 

At  this,  time  the  following  prices  were  demanded  and  paid  for 
labour  and  work  done  at  Sydney  and  the  different  fettlements,  viz. 
A  "carpenter^  for  a  day's  work,  *  jC.o     5     o 

A  labourer  for  ditto,  *-  -  030 

iFor  clearing  an  acre  of  ground,  -  300 

For  breaking  up  an  acre  of  ground,  -  100 

For  threlhing  a  bufliel  of  wheat,  *  010 

For  reaping  an  acre  of  wheat,  -  q  10     o 

The  price  of  ground  was  from  las.  to  il.  an  acre. 
For  making  a  pair  of  men's  (hoes,  -  036 

For  making  a  pair  of  women's  ftioes,  *  030 

For  making  a  coat,  -  -  060 

For  making  a  gown,/  .  -  *-  0     5     o 

For  wafhing,  three-pence  for  each  article  was  paid  ;  and  the  perfon 
who  waftied  found  foap,  &c.  5  if  a  woman  was  hired,  fhe  had  one 
fhilling  and  fix-pence  for  the  day,  and  her  meals. 

The  want  of  feveral  public  buildings  in  the  fettlement  has  already 
been  mentioned.  To  this  want  muft  be  added,  as  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  the  fettlers,  as  well  as  the  profperity 
x>{  the  colony  in  general,  that  of  a  public  ftore,  to  be  opened  on  a  plan, 

12  though 
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though  not  exadily  the  fame,  yet  as  liberal  as  that  of  the  ifland  of  St.He- 
lena;  where  the  Eaft-India  Company  iflue  to  their  own  fervants  Euro- 
pean and  India  goods,  at  lo  per  cent,  advance  on  the  prime  coft.  Con- 
fidering  the  immenfe  diftance  of  Port  Jackfon  from  England,  a  greater 
advance  would  be  neceffary  ;  and  the  fettlers  and  others  would  be  well 
content^  and  think  it  equally  liberal  to  pay  50  per  cent,  on  the  prime 
coft  of  all  goods  fcnt  from  England;  for  at  this  time  they  paid  never 
lefs  than  one  hundred,  and  frequently  one  thoufand  per  cent,  on  what 
they  had  occafion  to  purchafe.  It  niight  be  objedted,  that  Government 
would  not  choofe  to  open  an  account,  and  be  concerned  in  the  retail 
of  goods  ;  but  any  individual  would  find  it  to  his  intcrcft  to  do  this, 
particularly  if  afTifted  by  Government  in  the  freight,  and  the  inhabir- 
tants  would  gladly  prefer  the  manufactures  of  their  own  country,  to* 
the  fweepings  of  the  Indian  bazars* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XVL 

STATE    OF    NORFOLK    ISLAND.— -ACCOUNT    OF    THE    NEW    ZEALANDER9. 

REMARKS    ON    THE  MANNERS   AND    CUSTOMS    OF    THE    NATIVES    OF    NEW 
SOUTH  WALES. 

WITH  the  following  particulars  relative  to  the  State  of  Nor- 
folk Island,  at  the  time  the  (hips  left  it,  the  writer  was 
favoured  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

State  of  Cultivation. 

The  Ifland  contains  about  eleven  thoufand  acres  of  ground*     In  the 
level  parts,  where  the  earth  cannot  be  waftied  away  by  the  heavy 
rains,  the  foil  varies  from  a  rich  brown  mould  to  a  light  red  earth, 
without  any  intermixture  of  fand.     Thcfe  are  again  varied  by  fome 
cxtenfive  pieces  of  light  black  mould  and  fine  gravel,  which  are  found 
to  produce  the  beft  wheat.     The  rains  which  fall  during  the  winter 
months  wafli  the  mould  from  the  fides  of  the  fteep  hills  into  the  bot- 
tom, leaving  a  grey  marly  fubftance,  which  will  not  admit  of  culti- 
vation in  that  ftate.     This,  however,  is  the  cafe  only  among  the 
very  fteep  hills  that  are  cleared  of  timber,  and  have  been  four  or  five 
years  in  cultivation.     Thofe  of  any  eafy  afcent  preferve  their  depth 
of  foil,  and  many  of  them  have  borne  fix  fucceffive  crops  of  wheat. 
From  the  quantity  of  foil  thus  wafhed  away  from  the  fides  of  the  fteep 
hills  into  the  bottom,  (fome  of  which  were  only  a  water-way  between 
the  hills),  there  were  level  fpots  of  ground  covered  to  a  great  depth 
with  the  richeft  mould.     Of  the  eleven  thoufand  acres  of  ground  in 
the  ifland,  there  are  not  two  hundred  which  might  not  be  cultivated 
to  the  greateft  advantage,  if  cleared  of  timber,  and   allowed  a  fufE- 
ciency  of  labourers,  of  cattle,  and  of  ploughs. 

The 
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The  ground  cleared  of  timber  for  the  public  ufe,  and  that  marked 
out  for  the  fettlers*  lots,  oomprifed  one  half  of  the  ifland.  Mod  of 
that  cleared  of  timber  was  under  cultivation  in  1793  and  1794,  and 
produced  above  thirty-four  thoufand  bufliels  of  grain  ;  but  from  the 
fudden  and  effeaual  check  given  to  private  induftry  during  the  latter 
year,  and  the  great  proportion  of  the  labourers  working  for  their  own 
fupport,  and  otherwife  difpofed  of,  not  more  than  a  third  of  the 
government-ground,  and  a  fifth  of  that  belonging  to  individuals,  was 
in  a  ftate  of  cultivation  during  the  laft  year.  That  proportion  of  the 
ground  fo  neglefled  became  over-run  with  rank  and  ftrong  weed«, 
which  formed  a  great  cover  to  the  numerous  rats  ;  befide  that  the  in- 
jury done  to  tho-foil  by  the  growth  of  thefe  waeds  was  very  much  m 
be  deplored.  The  humane  attention,  however,  Ihewn  to  the  wants 
of  the  induftrious  individual  by  Governor  Hunter,  in  direfting  the 
maize  bills  to  be  paid,  it  was  hoped,  wouW  not  only  relieve  many  dtf- 
ferving  people,  but  alfo  revive  that  fpirit  of  induftry  which  the-fettlere 
had  in  general  manifefted. 

Cultivation  was  confined  to  maize^  wheat,  potatoes,  and  other 
garden-vegetables.  The  heat  of  the  climate,  occafional  droughts,  and 
Wighting  winds,  rendered  wheat  an  uncertain  crop :  The  harveftis  of 
maize  were  conftant,  certain,  and  plentiful ;  and  two  crops  were  gene- 
rally procured  in  twelve  months.  The  produce  of  one  crop  might 
be  averaged  at  forty-five  bufliels  per  acre,  and  many  had  yielded  from 
feventy  to  eighty.  c       1 

By  the  ftatement  before  given  it  appears,  that  there  were  five  thoir- 
fand  two  hundred  and  forty-feven  acres  occupied,  of  which  only  ftne 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  were  cleared  of  timber :  that 
there  alfo  remained  five  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  fifty-three  ncitlier 
occupied  nor  cleared,  making  in  the  whole  nine  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  feventy-two  acres  not  cleared  of  timber.  If  fix  thoufand  of  the 
nine  thoufand  foiir  hundred  and  feven-tvvo  acres  rot  clearedi  cotrfdbe 
put  under  cultivation  in  addition  to  the  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  already  cleared  bf  timber,  its  produce  at  one'  crop  only 
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and  allowing  no  more  than  thirty  bulhels  of  maize  to  the  acre,  would 
be  two  hundred  and  twenty- five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
buflicls  of  grain ;  and  even  this  might  be  doubled,  if,  as  before  faid^ 
there  were  labourers  to  procure  a  fecond  crop. 

The  remaining  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy-two  acres* 
might  be  referved  for  fuel,  building  timber,  and  other  purpofes. 

From  thefe  data  fome  calculation  may  be  n^odc  of  the  number  of 
people  that  the  ifland  might  be  made  to  maintain. 

The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  (lock  belonging  to  govern- 
ment and  individuals  on  the  i8th  of  October  1796^ 

Cattle,  3 ;  female  ditto,  3 ;  horfes,.  2 ;  mares,  4 ;  aiZes,  6 ;  £heep,  1 70 ;; 
goats,  383 ;  fwine,  4835  ;  poultry  a  very  great  abundance. 

Excluftve  of  the  above  (lock,  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  of  fwine  flefh  and  mutton  had  been 
expended  on  the  illaad  and  exported  from  it  j  all  which  were  pro- 
duced from  the  following  quantity  received  from  November  1791  tO' 
Odober  1796*  Cattle,  one  male  and  two  females;  horfes,  one  male^ 
on^  female ;  afles,  one  male  and  three  females ;  (heep,  twenty-three  ;; 
goats,  tiiirteen ;  fwine,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

When  the  fettlers  were  informed  that  payment  for  the  maize  lodged 
in  the  (lores  in  January  1794,  could  not  be  nude  until  orders  were 
received  from  £ngland,  and  that  no  more  grain  could  be  received,  but 
that  the  purcfaafe  of  frefh  pork  would  be  continued,  the  courfe  of  their 
induftry  became  changed,  though  the  raifing  of  grain  flill  continued 
necefTary  for  rearing  their  (lock« 

Salting  pork  in  the  cool  months  had  been  fuccefsfully  tried,  but  it 
would  not  anfwer  in  the  fummer.  It  was  intended,  that  the  fwine  be-^ 
longing  to  government  which  could  be  killed  during  the  winter  (kouki 
be  falted  down,  as  a  fufficiency  of  fait  was  making  to  anfwer  that 
purpofe. 

From  thefe  refources,  it  might  fairly  beprefumed,  that,  if  no  uofore* 
feen  mortality  (hould  attack  the  flock,  the  fetders  and  other  individuals 
would  be  able  to  continue  fiqpplying  the  ftores  with  half  the  ration  oft 

animal 
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animal  food,  and  that  Government  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  months 
might  furnifli  the  other  half :  And  further,  that  if  the  induftry  of  the 
fetvlers  and  other  individuals  were  encouraged  by  their  overplus  grain 
and  animal  food  being  purchafed  at  a  fair  price,  the  produce  of  the 
grounds  cleared  would  be  more  than  fufEcient  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants,  three  hundred  and  thirty-feven  of  whom  fup- 
ported  themfelvcs  without  any  expcncc  to  the  crown  ;  and  this  might 
be;  further  fecured,  if  cattle  and  fl^eep  could  be  fent  there,  as  the  for- 
mer were  much  wanted  for  labour,  and  the  latter  for  change  of  food. 
It  is  certain  that  iheep  breed  there  as  well  as  in  any  part  of  the  worlds 
and  have  not  as  yet  been  fubje(9:  to  the  diftempers  common  to  that 
kind  of  flock.  The  Bengal  ewes  yean  twice  in  thirteen  months,  and 
have  commonly  two,  often  three,  and  fometimes  four  lambs  at  a 
yeaning  ;  and  thefe  have  incr^eafed  fo  much  by  being  croffed  with  the 
Cape  ram,  that  a  lamb  fix  weeks  old  is  now  as  large  as  one  of  the  old 
ewes. 

The  goats  too  are  extremely  prolific,  and  generally  breed  thrice  in 
the  year,  having  commonly  from  two  to  four  kids  at  a  time. 

Any  number  of  fheep  and  goats^  and  a  large  quantity  of  flock  might    ' 
be  bred  in  this  ifland,  as  the  cleared  ground  affords  the  befl  of  paflure 
for  thofe  fpecies  of  flock.     But  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  pre- 
fent flock  will  be  of  much  ufe,  unlefs  more  are  fent. 

The  want  of  artificers  of  all  defcriptions,  and  the  fcarcity  of  labour*- 
ers  at  public  works,  much  retarded  the  conftrudion  of  a  number 
of  neceflary  buildings.  The  ifland  poffefled  the  befl  of  flone,  lime, 
and  timber  j  but,  unfortunately,  there  never  had  been  but  one  malbn 
there. 

At  Cafcade  Bay  a  great  advantage  had  been  gained  in  the  coaflruc* 

tion  of  a  very  flrong  wharf,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  fwinging  crane 

.and  capftern.     Near  this  wharf,  a  large  ftore»houfe  and  barracks  sire 

built.  .  . 

A  welI-conflru<aed  water-mill  has  been  ereftedy  which  grinds  twenty 
bufhels  of  wheat  a  day.  .,    :    L  j# 

X  X  2  The 
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The  abundance  of  mill-ftones,  and  the  quantity  of  wood  fit  for 
millwrights'  work,  with  the  convenient  fituation  of  the  differenjt 
Arcama,  will  admit  of  any  number  of  water-mills  being  eredcd. 

Two  well-finiflied  wind-mills  had  alfo  been  built  by  fettlers,  which 
anfwercd  extremely  welK 

Not  more  than  ten  fettlers  had  been  able  to  ereft  dwellings  better 
than  log-huts,  which  are  neither  warm  nor  durable.  Of  fchooJs  there 
were  two,  viz.  one  for  young  childrep,  who  were  inftruded  by  women 
of  good  charader ;  and  the  other  kept  by  a  man  who  taught  readings 
writing,  and  arithmetic.  A  third  inlVitution  on  a  permanent  footing 
was  added,  for  the  reception  of  fuch  orphan  female  children  as  bad 
loft  or  been  deferted  by  their  parents.  . .{ 

The  number  of  births  at  Norfolk  Ifiand,  from  November  12,  lypr^ 
to  September  31,  17961  amoumed  to  191,  and  that  of  deaths  to  157. 

State  op  the  Flax  Manufactory. 

Not  more  than  nine  men  and  nine  women  can  be  employed  in  pre^ 
paring  and  manufaduring  the  flax^  which  barely  keeps  them  in  prac- 
tice. There  is  only  one  loom  on  the  ifiand,  and  the  flay  or  reed  is. 
defrgned  for  coarfe  canvas ;  nor  do  they  poflefs  a  fingte  tool  required' 
by  flax-dreflcrs  or  wearers,  beyond  the  poor  fubftitutes  which  they  arc. 
obliged  to  fabricate  themfelves.  If  there  were  introduced  proper  flays 
or  reeds,  bruflies,  and  other  articles  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  flaxr 
^refling  and  weaving,  whh  more  people  to  work  the  flax,  and  a  greater 
number  of  weavers,  this  ifland  would  foon  require  very  little  aflliftance 
in  cJiothing  the  convids;  but  for  the  want  of  thefe  neceflary  articles^ 
the  only  cloth  that  can  be  made  is  'a  canvas,  fomething  finer  than  No* 
7,  which  is  thought  to  be  equally  ftrong  and  durable  as  that  made  front 
European  flax. 

This  ufeful  plant  needs  no  cultivation*  An  experiment  has  been 
made  to  cultivate  it,  and  anfwered  extremely  well ;  but  the  produce 
was  not  fo  much  fnperior  to  that  growing  in  a  natural  ftate,  as  to  make 
k  adviiable  to  beftow  any  pains  on  its  culture. 

Before 
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Before  the  arrival  of  the  two' New  2^a]ander8^  in  May  I793f  no  ef« 
&£lual  progrefs  had  been  made  in  its  manufa^ure ;  nor  was  it  without 
much  entreaty  that  our  Yifitoi^s  were  induced  ta  furniih.the  informal 
tier)  required  of  them.  And  indeed,  as  this  work  is  principal!  y,  per- 
formed by  the  women  in  New  Zealand,  our  friends  were  by  no  means 
competent  to  give  us  the  fulled  in(lni(Sions  i  fufficient,.  however,. was 
Qbtaioed  from  them  to  impcove  upon. 

Acfi^OUNT    OF    THJt^  New  ZjSALANiDERSw 

The  New  Zealandcrs  mentioned  ih  the  preceding  account  of  the 
Flax  M'anufadory,  at  Norfolk  Ifland;  remained,  as  has  been  already 
.hewn,  fix  months  at  that  fettlement.  As  they  refidfedat  the  Lieute* 
nant-Governor*s,  -and  under  his  conftiant  attention,  fome  ihformaiionr 
refpeding  New  Zealand  and  its  inhabitants  was  procured,  which 
was  obligingly  communicated  by  Governor  King,  in  fubftance  as 
follows : 

Hoo-doo  Co-co-ly  To- wa  ma-How- ey  was,  at  the  time  of  his  cap- 
ture,, about  twenty-four  years  of  age;  five  feet  eight  inches  high  ;  of 
an  athletic  make;  his  features  like  thofe  of  an  European,  and  very  in** 
terefting.     He  is  of  the  diftrid  of  T^eer  a-witte,  which,  by  the  charr 
of  Too-gee,.  the  other  New  Zealander,  is  a  diftria  of  the  fame  name,, 
but  does  not  lie  fo  far  to  the  fouthwardas  the  part  of  Eahei  no-mawe^, 
called  Teer- a-witte  by  Captain  Cooke ;    for  we  are  certain  that  Too- 
gee*s  refidence  is  about  the  Ray  of  Iflands  ;  and  they  both  agreed  that 
the  diftance  between  their  dwellings  is  only  two  days'  journey  by- 
land,  and  one  day  by  water.  Hoo-doo  is  nearly  related' to  Po-vo-reek, 
who  IS  the  principal  chief  of  Teer-a-witte.  He  had  two  wives  and  one- 
child,  about  whofe  fafety  he  feemed  very  apprehenfive ;  and  altaoft' 
every  evening,  at  theclofe  of  the  day,  he,  as  well  as  Too-gee,  lament- 
ed their  feparation  in  a  fort  of  half-crying  and  half-fingitig,  expreffive 
ofgrief,  and  which  was  at  times  very  affefting. 

Tootgf  e. 
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Too-gce  Te-ter-re-nu-e  Warri-pe-do  is  of  the  fame  age  as  Hoo- 
doo; but  about  three  inches  (hortcr ;  he  is  ftout  and  well  laadei  and^ 
like  Hoo-doo,  of  an  olive  complexion,  with  ftrong  black  hain  Both 
are  tattowed  on  the  hips.  Too-gee's  features  arc  rather  handfome 
and  interefting;  his  nofe  is  aquiline,  and  he  has  good  teeth.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  diftridt  of  Ho-do-doe,  (which  is  in  Doubtlefs  Bay,)  of 
which  diftrid  Too-gee's  father  is  the  Etang-a-roah,  or  high  prieft  j 
and  to  that  office  the  fon  fucceeds  on  his  father's  death.  Befide  his 
father,  who  U  a  very  old  man,  he  had  left  a  wife  and  child  j  about  all 
of  whom  he  was  very  anxious  and  uneafy,  as  well  as  about  the 
chief,  (Moo-dc-wy,)  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  very  worthy  charader. 
Too-gee  had  a  decided  preference  to  Hoo-doo,  both  in  difpofition 
^nd  manners;  although  the  latter  was  not  wanting  in  a  certain  degtee  . 
of  good  nature,  but  he  could  at  times  be  very  much  of  the  favage. 
Hoo-doo,  like  a  true  patriot,  thinks  Ui^re  is  no  country,  peoplej  nor 
cuftoms,  equal  to  his  own  ;  on  which  account  he  was  much  lefs  cu- 
rious as  to  what  he  faw  about  him  than  his  companion  Too-gee, 
who  has  the  happy  art  of  infmuating  himfelf  into  every  perfon's 
efteem.  Except  at  times,  when  he  was  lamenting  the  abfence  of  his 
family  and  friends,  he  was  chearful^  often  facetious,  and  very  intelligent. 
At  the  time  they  were  taken  from  New  Zealand,  Too-gee  was  on 
a  vifit  to  Hoo-doo ;  and  the  mode  of  their  capture  was  thus  related 
by  them.  The  Dasdalus  appeared  in  fight  of  Hoo^doo's  habitation* 
Curiofity,  and  the  hope  of  getting  fomc  iroq,  induced  Poyoreek  a 
chief,  Too-gee,, and  Hoo-doo,  with  his  brother  and  one  of  his  wives, 
and  the  prieft^  to  approach  her  j  and  after  fome  time,  being  joined  by 
feveral  other  canoes,  that  in  which  were  Too-gee  and  Hoo-doo 
ventured  alongfide.  Lieutenant  Hanfon  (of  whofe  kindnefs  they  ipeak 
in  the  highell  tetms)  invited  them  on  board;  and»  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  their  friends,  they  complied  with,  his  invitation,  when,  to 
.  ufe  their  own  expreffion,  tbe]|r  w.ere  blinded  by  the  curious  things 
that  they  faw,  and  prevailed  on  to  go  below,  where  they  ate  fome 
meat.     At  this  time  the  ihip  made  ikii.    One  of  them  faw  the  canoes 

aftern; 


179^-]  OF  NEW  SO^UTH  WAtES. .  34J 

aftern ;,  and-  when  they  perceived  that  the  (hip  Was  leaving  them, 
tiicy    became    frantic  with  grief,    and   broke    the    cabin   windows: 
with  an  intention  of  leaping  overboard,  but  wckc  prevented.     While 
thafe  in  the  canoes,  remained  within  hearing,  they  advifed  Povoreek 
to  make  the  heft  of  his  way  home,  for  fear  that  be  too  fhould  be  taken, 
lor  fome  time  after  their  arrival  at  Norfolk  llland  they  were  very' 
fullen,  andasanxioufly  avoided  giving  any  information  refpe&ing  the 
flax,  as  our  people  endeavoured  to  obtain  it.  This  was  afterwards  difco- 
vtered  to  have  arifen  from  th«  appreheafKm  of  being  obliged  to  work 
at  it.  By  kind  treatment^  however,  and  indulgence  in  their  own  inclina- 
tions, they  foon  beoame  more  ibciable ;  aad,  on  being  promifed  that  fo^ 
fi>on  as  they  had  taught  ©ur  women  **^  empurha-ea-ra-lca-he,"  (i.  e.)  to^ 
work  the  flax,  they  Ihould'be  font  home  again,  they  readily  confented 
to  give  all  the  information  they  poflefled,.  and  which  turned  out  to  be 
very  litt^le.     This  operation  was  found  to  be  among  them  the  peculiar 
province  of  the  women.}  and  as  Hoo^doo  was  a  warrior,  and  Too- 
gee  a  prieft^  they  gave  the  Giovernor  to  nnderftand  that  dreffing 
of  flax  never  madfe  any  part  of  their  (ladies^ 

When  they^  began  to  underftand  each  other,  Too-gee  was  not  only 
very  itu|uiritive  refpefking  England,  &c.  (the  fituation  of  which,  as 
well  as  that  of  Ne?v.  Zealand,  Norfolk  Ifland,  and  Port  Jackfon,  he  well 
knew  how  to  find  by  means  of  a  coloured  general  chart) ;  but  was  alfo 
very  comraondcative  refpeSing  his  own  country.  Perceiving  that  he 
was  not  thoroughly  underftood,  he  delineated  a  iketch-  of  New  2Lea-* 
-  land  witb  chalk  on  the  floor  of  a  room  fet  a-part  for  that  purpofe* 
From  a  comparifon  which  Gx)vernor  King  made  with  Captain  Cook's 
plan  of  thofe  iflandd,  a  fufBcient  (imilitude  to  the  form  of  the  northern 
ifland  was  difcovered,  to  render  this  attempt  an  objed  of  curiofity ;, 
and  Too-gee  was  perfuaded  to  defcribe  his  delineation  on  paper. 
This  being  done  with  a  pencil,  corredions  and  additions  were  occa- 
fionally  made  by  him,  and  the  names  of  diftri£t&  and  other  remarks 
were  written  from  his  information  during  the  fix  months  that  he  re- 
mained tisere^     According  to  Too-^e's  chart  and  information,  £a- 

hei-no-mawe,. 
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Jici-no-mawe,  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  the  northern  ifland  of 
New  Zealand,  is  divided  lAto  eight  diftrids,  governed  by  their  re-* 
•fpedive  chiefs,  and  others  who  arc  fuhordinate  to  them.  The  largeft 
of  thofe  diftrids  is  TTouduckey^  the  inhabitants  of  which  arc  in  an 
almoft  conftant  ftate  of  warfare  with  the  other  tribes.  They  are  not, 
however,  without  intervals  of  peace,  at  which  times  they  vidt,  and 
carry  on  a  traffic  for  flax  atid  the  green  talc-^ftone,  of  which  they 
make  axes  and  ornaments.  Too-gee  obftinately  denied  that  the 
Avhole  of  the  New  Zealanders  were  cannibals ;  it  was  not  without  much 
difficulty  that  he  could  be  perfuaded  to  enter  on  the  fubjeA,  or  to  pay 
tlie  leall  attention  to  it;  but  when  he  did,  it  was  to  exprefs  the 
greateft  horror  at  the  idea  ;  he  was,  however,  at  laft  brought  to  ac- 
jciiowledge,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Poo^nam-moo  (i.  e.  the  fouthern 
ifland)  and  thofe  of  TYouduckey  ate  the  enemies  whom  they  took 
in  battle;  which  Hoo-doo  corroborated,  for  his  father  wm  killed 
and  eaten  by  the  Tfouduckcy  pepple.  "  Notwithftanding  the  general 
probity  of  our  vifitors,  particularly  of  Too-gee,  (fays  Captain  King,)  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  that  horrible  banquet  is  general  through  both 
iflands/' 

We  are  told,  that  the  inferior  clafTes  arc  perfedly  fubordinate  to 
.  their  fuperiors ;  and  fuch  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe  from  the  great 
deference  always  paid  by  Too-gee  to  Hoo-doo. 

£tang-a-teda  Eti-ket-ti-ca,  means  a  principal  chief,  or  man  in  very 
great  authority.  This  fuperior  confequence  is  figoificd  by  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  word  eti-ket-ti-ca.  This  title  appears  hereditary.  Etanga- 
roah,  or  E-tahon-ga,  is  a  prieft;  whofe  authority  in  many  cafes  is 
equal,  and  in  fome  fuperior  to  the  etiketica. 

"  Etan-ga-teda  Epo-di,  a  fubordinate  chief  or  gentlemaiu'' 

*'  Ta-ha-ne  Eolo-ki,  a  labouring  man." 

Refpeding  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  thefe  people,  the  Cover- 
nor  favoured  the  writer  with  the  following  particulars: 
,      "  The  New  Zealanders  inter  their  dead;  they  alfo  believe,  that  the 
third  day  after  the  interment  the  heart  feparates  itfelf  from  the  corpfei 
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and  that  this  feparation  is  announced  by  a  gentle  breeze  of  wind, 
which  gives  warning  of  its  approach  to  an  inferior  Ea-tooa  (or  divi- 
nity) that  hovers  over  the  grave,  and  who  carries  it  .to  the  clouds. 
In  his  chart  Too-gee  has  marked  an  imaginary  road  which  goe&  the. 
•  lengthways  of  Ea-hei-no-mawe,  viz.  from  Cook's  Strait  to  the  North 
Cape,  ^hich  Too-gee  calls  Terry-inga.  While  the  foul  is  received 
by  the  good  Ea-tooa,  an  evil  fpirit  is  alfo  ia  readinefs  to  carry  the 
impure  part  of  the  corpfe  to  the  above  road,  along  which  it  is  carried 
to  Terry-inga,  whence  it  is  precipitated  into  the  fea. 

Suicide  is  very  common  among  the  New  Zealandcrs ;  and  this  they 
often  commit  by  hanging  themfelves  on  the  flighted  occafion:  thus, 
a  woman  who  has  been  beaten  by  her  hufband  will  perhaps  hang  heii- 
felf  immediately.  In  this  mode  of  putting  an  end  to  their  exiftence, 
both  our  viiitors  feemed  to  be  perfect  adepts,  having  often  threatened 
to  hang  themfelves,  if  they  were  not  fent  back  to  their  own  cqnntry. 
As  thefe  threats,  however,  were  ufed  in  their  gloomy  moments,  they 
were  foon  laughed  out  of  them. 

It  could  not  be  difcovered  that  they  had  any  other  diviiion  of  time 
than  the  revolution  of  the  moon,  until  the  number  amounted  ta  one 
hundred,  which  they  term  "  Ta-iee  E-ton,'*  i.  e.  one  Eton  or  kvn*^ 
dred  moons ;  and  it  is  thus  they  count  their  age,  and  calculate  all 
other  events. 

Hoo-doo  and  Too-gee  both  agreed  that  a  great  quantity  of  manu^ 
fa<^ured  flax  might  be  obtained  for  trifles,  fuch  as  axes,  chiflels.  Sec. ; 
and  faid,  that  in  moft  places  the  flax  gi'Ows  naturally  in  great  quan*^ 
tities  ;  in  other  parts  it  is  cultivated  by  feparating  the  roots,  and 
planting  them  out,  three  in  one  hole,  at  the  diftance  of  a  foot  from 
each  other.  They  gave,  however,  a  decided  preference  to  the  flax** 
plant  of  Norfolk  Ifland,  both  for  quantity  and  fize. 

*'  Much  other  information  (fays  Governor  King)  was  given  by  thefe 
natives  ;  but  as  it  may  be  liable  to  great  errors,  I  forbear  repeating  it ; 
for,  though  we  could  make  our  ideas  known,  and  tolerably  well 
underftood   by  them,  and  they  too,  by  intermixing  what  Engli(k 
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words  they  knew  with  what  we  knew  of  their  language,  could  make 
themfelves  fuflSciently  underftpod  for  common  purpofes,  yet  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  qualified  for  details  of  any  length.'* 

It  has  been  already  faid,  that  Governor  King  went  himfelf  to  New 
Zealand  with  Hoo-doo  and  Too-gee«  The  following  are  his  remarks^ 
on  his  voyage  thither : 

*'  Having  rounded  the  North  Cape  of  New  Zealand  on  the  12th 
of  November  1793,  the  fourth  day  after  leaving  Norfolk,  we  faw  a 
number  of  houfes  and  a  fmall  hippah  on  an  ifland  which  lies  off  the 
North  Cape,  and  called  by  Too-gee,  Moade-Moo-too.  Soon  after, 
we  opened  a  very  confideraUe  hippah,  or  fortified  place,. fituated  on  a 
high  round  hill,  jufk  within  the  cave,  whence  fix  large  canoes  were 
feen  coming  towards  the  (hip.  As  fooa  as  they  came  within,  hail,  Too*- 
gee  was  known  by  tbofe  iit  the  canoes,  which  were  foon  incpeafed  to^ 
feven,  with  upwards  of  twenty  men  in  each.  They  came  alongfide 
without  any  intreaty,.  and  thofe  who  came  on  board  were  much  re- 
joiced to  meet  with  Too-gee,  whofe.  firft  and  earneft  inquiries  wepc 
after  his  family  and  chief.  On  thofe  heads  he  received  the  mofl: 
fatisfa£kory  intelligence  from  a  woman  of  the  party  who  was  a  rela- 
tion of  hia  mother.  His  father  and  the  chief  were  ftill  inconfolable 
for  his  lofs :,  k  was  reoiarked,  that,  although  there  were  upwards  of  a 
hundred  New  Zealjmders  on  board  and  alongfide,  yet  Too-gee  coor 
fined  his  c^u^effes  and  converfation  to  his  mother's  relation,  and  one 
or  two  chiefs,  who  were  diftinguiflied  by  the  marks  (a-mo-ko)  on 
their  faces,  and  by  the  refpedful  behaviour  which  was  fhewn  them 
by  the  emokis  (i.  e.  the  working  men)  who  paddled  the  canoes,  and 
who  at  times  were  beaten  mod  unmercifully  by  the  chiefs.  To 
thofe  who,  by  Too-gee's  account  were  epodis  (fubaltern  chiefs),  and 
well  known  to  him,  I  gave  fome  chiffels,  hand-axes,  and  other  arti- 
cles equally  acceptable.  A  traffic  foon  commenced.  Pieces  of  old 
iron  hoops  were  given  in  exchange  for  abundance  of  manufadlured 
flax,  cloth,  potoo-patoos,  fpears,  talc  ornaments,  paddles,  fifti-hooks, 
and  lines.     At  feven  in  the  evening  they  left  us,  and  we  made  fail  to 

run 
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run  for  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  (which  we  undcrftood  was  Too-gee's 
refidence,)  and  from  which  we  were  twenty-four  leagues  diftant. 
At  nine  o'clock  a  canoe  with  four  men  came  alongfide,  and  jumped 
on  board  without  any  fear.  After  fupper  Too-gee  and  Hoo-doo 
afkcd  the  flrangers  for  the  news  of  their  country  fmce  they  had  been 
taken  away.  This  was  complied  with  by  the  four  flrangers,  who 
began  a  fong,  in  which  each  of  them  took  a  part,  fometimes  ufing 
fierce  and  favage  geftures,  and  at  other  times  finking  their  voices, 
according  to  the  different  paffages  or  events  that  they  were  relating. 
Hoodoo,  who  was  paying  great  attention  to  the  fubjeft  of  their  fong^ 
fuddenly  burfl  into  tears,  occafioned  by  an  account  which  they  were 
giving  of  the  T'fouduckey  tribe  having  made  an  irruption  on  Teer-a- 
witte,  (Hoo-doo's  diflrift,)  and  killed  the  chief's  fon,  with  thirty  warri- 
ors. He  was  too  much  afTefted  to  hear  more;  but  retired  into  a  cor* 
ner  of  the  cabin,  where  he  gave  vent  to  his  grief,  which  was  only 
interrupted  by  his  threats  of  revenge. 

"  Owing  to  calm  weather,  little  progrefs  was  made  during  the 
uight.  At  day-light  on  the  13th,  a  number  of  canoes  were  feea 
coming  from  the  hippah  ;  in  the  largeft  of  which  was  thirty-fix  men 
and  a  chief*  who  was  flanding  up,  making  fignals  with  great  carnefl- 
nefs.  On  his  coming  alongfide,  Too-gee  recognized  the  chief  to  be 
Ko-to-ko  ke,  who  is  the  etiketica,  or  principal  chief  of  the  hippah. 
The  old  chief,  who  appeared  to  be  about  feventy  years  of  age,  had 
not  a  vifible  feature,  the  whole  of  his  face  being  tattowed  with  fpiral 
lines.  At  his  coming  on  board  he  embraced  Too-gee  with  great 
affedion.  Too-gee  then  introduced  me  to  him ;  and  after  the  cere- 
mony of  "  ahong-i,"  (i.  e.  joining  nofes)  he  took  off  hisah-a-how, 
or  mantle,  and  put  it  on  my  fhoulders.  1  in  return  gave  him  a 
mantle  made  of  green  baize,  and  decorated  with  'broad  arrows. 
Soon  after,  feven  other  canoes,  with  upwards  of  twenty  men  and  wo- 
men in  each,  came  alongfide.  At  Too-gee's  defire  the  poop  was 
**  eta-boo,"  i.  e.  all  accefs  to  it  by  any  other  than  the  old  chief,  for- 
bidden.    To  wait  the  event  of  the  calm,  or  tJie  wind  coming  from 
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the  northward,  might  have  detained  the  fliip  fome  days  longer. 
Could  I  have  reached  in  four  days  from  leaving  Norfolk  Ifland  the 
place  where  Too-gee  lived,  I  certainly  (hould  have  landed  him  there; 
but  that  not  being  the  cafe,  (as  this  was  the  fifth  day,)  I  did  not  con* 
(ider  myfelf  juftifiable  in  detaining  the  fhip  longer  than  was  abfo^ 
lutely  neceflary  to  land  them  in  a  place  of  fafety,  and  from  which^ 
they  might  get  to  their  homes. 

"  Notwithftanding  the  information  which  Too-gee  had  received, 
and  the  confidence  that  he  placed  in  the  chief,  I  felt  much  anxiety 
about  our  two  friends,  and  expreffcd  to  Too-gee  my  apprehenfions 
that  what  he  had  heard  might  be  an  invention  of  Ko-to-ko-ke's  and 
his  people  to  get  them  and  their  effefts  into  their  power.  To  thia 
Too-gee  replied  with  an  honeft  confidence,  that"  etiketica  no  eteka,'^ 
i.  e.  a  chief  never  deceives.  I  then  explained  to  the  chief  by  the 
means  of  Too-gee  how  much  I  was  interefted  in  their  getting  to  Ho* 
do-do;  adding,  th?it  in  three  moons  I  (hould  return  to  Ho-do-doj 
and  if  I  found  that  Too-gee  and  Hoo-doo  were  fafe  arrived  wuth  their 
efFedls,  I  would  then  return  to  Moo-dee  When-u-a,  and  make  him 
very  Gonfiderable  prefents,  in  addition  to  thofe  which  I  fhould  now 
give  him  and  his  people  for  their  trouble  in  conducing  our  two 
friends  to  their  refidence.  I  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be  convinced  of 
the  old  man's  fincerity,  that  I  confidered  it  injurious  to  threaten  him 
with  puniffiment  for  failing  in  his  Engagement.  Tlie  only  anfwer 
K.o-to-ko-ke  made  was^  by  putting  both  his  hands  to  the  fides  of  hh^ 
head,  (making  me  perform  the  fame  ceremony,)  and  joining  our 
nofes ;  in  which  pofition  we  remained,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  full  three 
minutes,  the  old  chief  muttering  what  I  did  not  underftand.  After 
Xhh  he  went  through  the  fame  ceremony  with  our  two  friends,  which- 
ended  with  a  dance,  when  the  two  latter  joined  nofes  with  me,  and 
faid  that  Ko-to-ko-ke  was  now  become  their  father,  and  would  in 
perfon  condudl  them  to  Ho-do-do  (which  was  very  faithfully  per- 
formed), 

"  While 
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"  While  I  was  preparing  what  I  meant  to  give  them,  Too-gee  (who 
I  am  now  convinced  was  a  prieft)  had  made  a  circle  of  the  New 
Zealacders  round  him,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  the  old  ^chief,  and 
recounted  what  he  had  feen  during  hisr  abfence.  At  many  paflages 
they  gave  a  fliout  of  admiration.  Fearing  that  they  doubted  his  ve- 
racity when  he  told  them  that  he  had  been  only  three  days  from  Nor- 
fialk  Ifland^  he  produced  a  cabbage,  which  he  aflfured  them  had  been 
cut  only  five  days  before  from  my  garden.  This  convincing  proof 
produced  a  general  fliout  of  furprife. 

"  Every  thing  being  now  ready  for  their  departure,  our  two  friends 
requefted  that  Ko-to-ko-ke  might  fee  the  foldiers  exercife  and  fire. 
To  this  I  could  have  no  obje&ion,  as  the  requeft  came  from  them  ;^ 
but  took  that  opportunity  of  explaining  to  the  chief,  that  he  might 
lee,  by  our  treatment  of  him  and  his  two  countrymen,  that  it  was 
our  wifli  and  intention  to  be  good  neighbours  and  friends,  with  all 
Ea-hei-no-mawe ;  adding  that  thefe  weapons  were  never  ufed  but 
when  we  were  injured. 

"  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  New  Zealanders  wei^e  feated' 
on  the  larboard  fide  of  the  deck,  and  the  detachment  paraded  on  the^ 
oppofite  fide.  After  going  through  the  manual,  and  firing  three  vol- 
lies,  two  great  guns  were  fired,  one  loaded  with  a  fingle  ball,  and  the 
other  with  grape  fliot,  which  furpri fed  them  greatly. 

"  After  this  we^  feparated,  Too-gee  and  Hoo-doo  taking  an  af- 
fedionate  leave  of  every  perfon  on  board,  and  reminding  me  of  my 
promife  of  vifiting  them  again;  when,  they  faid,  they  would  return 
with  me  to  Norfolk  Ifland  and  take  their  families. 

"  The  venerable  chief,  after  having  taken  great  pains  to  pronounce 
my  name,  and  made  me  well  acquainted  with  his,  got  into  his  canoe. 
On  putting  t>iF  from  the  (hip,  they  were  faluted  with  three  cheers, 
which  they  returned  as  well  as  they  could,  by  Too-gee's  diredions. 
Two  hours  after  their  departure  we  failed,  and,  after  a  paflage  of  five 
days  from  New  Zealand,  and  ten  days  abfence:  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  1. 
*  landed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  iSth. 

''  The 
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*-'  The  little  intercourfe  that  I  had  with  the  New  Zealanders  does 
j>ot  enable  me  to  fay  much  rcfpeding  them,  or  to  form  any  decifiTc 
opinion  of  tbera;  as  much  of  their  friendly  behaviour  in  this  flight 
interview  might  be  owing  to  our  connexion  with  Too-gee  and  Hoo- 
doo, and  their  being  with  us,  Thefe  two  wonhy  favages  (if  the 
term  may  be  allowed)  will,  I  am  confident,  ever  retain  the  moft 
grateful  remembrance  of  the  kindnefs  they  received  on  Norfolk  Ifland ; 
and  if  the  greater  part  of  their  countrymen  have  but  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  amiable  difpofition  of  Too-gee  and  Hoo-doo,  they 
certainly  are  a  people  between  whom  and  the  EngU(h  colonifts  a 
good  underftanding  may  with  common  prudence  and  precaution  be 
cultivated.  1  regret  very  much  that  the  fervice  on  which  the  Bri- 
tannia was  ordered  did  not  permit  me  to  detain  her  longer;  as  in  a 
few  days,  with  the  help  of  our  two  friends,  much  ufeful  information 
might  have  been  obtained  refpefting  the  quantity  of  manufactured 
flax  that  might  be  procured ;  which  I  think  would  be  of  high  im- 
portance, if  better  known.  The  great  quantity  that  was  procured,  in 
exchange  for  fmall  pieces  of  iron  hoop,  is  a  proof,  that  an  abundance 
€>f  this  valuable  article  is  manufa&ured  among  them/' 


REMARKS  ON  THE  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE 
NATIVES  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES, 

Th^  reader  of  the  preceding  narrative  will  have  feen,  that  after 
many  untoward  occurrences,  and  a  confiderable  lapfe  of  time,  that 
friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives  which  had  been  fo  earneftly  de- 
fircd  was  at  length  eftabliflied  ;  and  having  never  been  materially  in- 
terrupted, thefe  remote  iflanders  have  been  (hewn  living  in  confider- 
able numbers  among  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  without  fear  or  re- 
ftraint ;  acquiring  their  language ;  readily  falling  in  with  their  man- 
ners and'  cuftoms ;  enjoying  the  comforts  of  their  clothing,  and  re- 
Klhing  the  variety  of  their  food.  They  faw  them  die  in  their  houfes, 
and  the  places  of  the  deceafed  inftantly  filled  by  others^  who  obferved 

5  nothing 
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nothing  in  the  fate  of  their  predecefTors  to  deter  them  from  living  as 
they  had  feen  them  do,  and  placing  the  fame  entire  confidence  in 
their  entertainers  which  they  had  done,  and  which  it  was  the  in«- 
tereft  as  well  as  pleafure  of  thofe  to  cultivate*  They  were  allow- 
ed to  be  in  general  their  own  mafters,  and  rarely  interrupted  in  any 
of  their  defigns  :  judging  that  by  fufFering  them. to  live  as  they  had 
been  ufed  to  do,  an  earlier  knowledge  of  their  culloms  and  manners 
would  be  attained,  than  by  waiting  to  acquire  their  language.  On 
this  principle,  whenever  they  afTembled  t-o  dance  or  to  fight  before  the 
houfes,  they  were  never  difperfed  j  but>  on  the  contrary,,  thefe  meet- 
rags  were  attended  by  all  the  principal  people  of  the  fettlemenr*-  This 
ftttentioa  appeared  to  be  agreeable  as  well  as  ufeful ;  for  if  any  of 
them  were  wounded  in  the  conteft,  it  was  their  pradiice  to  look  for 
;£)ne  of  the  Englifli  furgeons,  in  whom  they  placed  entire  confidence,. 
and  fliewed  great  bravery  in  the  firmnefs  with  whicly  they  bore  the 
knife  and  the  probe* 

By  flow  degrees  both*  parties  began  mutually  to  be  pleaffed  wttb,. 
and  to  underfliand  each  other.  Language,  indeed,  was  out  of  the 
queftion  ;  for  at  the  time  of  writing  this  (September  1 796,)  nothing 
but  a  barbarous  mixture  of  Englifli  with  the  Fort  Jackfon  dialedl  was< 
fpokcn  by  either  party ;  and  it  mud  be  added,  that  even  in  this  the 
natives  had  the  advantage ;  comprehending,  with  much  greater  apt* 
nefs  than  the  Englifti  could  pretend  to,  every  thing,  that  they  heard 
them  fay.  From  a  pretty  clofe  obfervation,  however,,  affifted  by  the 
life  of  the  barbarous  dialed  juft  mentionedythe  following  particulars 
»efpeding  the  natives  of  New  South  Wales. have  been  colleded. 

Government; 

The  natives  about  Botany  Bay,.  Port  Jackfon,  and  Broken  Bay, 
were  found  living  in  that  ftate  of  nature  which  rnuft  have  been  com- 
mon to  all  men  previous  to  their  uniting  in  fodety^  and  acknowledge 
ing  but  one  authority.     Thefe  people  are  diftributed  into  families^, 
the  head  or  fenior  of  which,  exacts  compliance  from  the  re^.    In  the 

early. 
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^carly  intercourfc  with  them  (and  indeed  at  a  much  later  period,  on 
the  Englifh  meeting  with  families  to  whom  they  were  unknown) 
they  were  always  accofted  by  the  perfon  who  appeared  to  be  the  eldefl 
of  the  party;  while  the  women,  youths,  and  children,  were  kept  at  a 
diftance.  The  word  which  in  their  language  fignifies  father  was  ap- 
plied to  their  old  men;  and  when,  after  fome  time,  and  by  clofe  ob- 
fervation,  they  perceived  the  authority  with  which  Governor  Phillip 
commanded,  and  the  obedience  which  he  exafted,  they  beftowed  on 
him  the  diftinguifhing  appellation  of  Be-anna,  or  father.  This  title 
heing  conferred  folely  on  him  (although  they  perceived  the  authority 
of  mafters  over  their  fervants)  places  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  proves  that  to  thofe  among  them  who  enjoyed 
that  diftindtion  belonged  the  authority  of  a  chief. 

When  any  of  thefe  went  into  the  towh,  they  were  immediately 
pointed  out  by  their  companions,  or  thofe  natives  who  refided  in  it, 
in  a  whlfper,  and  with  an  eagernefs  of  manner  which,  while  it  com- 
manded the  attention  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  direded,  imprefled 
them  likewife  with  an  idea  that  they  were  looking  at  perfons  re- 
markable for  fome  fuperior  quality  even  among  the  favages  of  New 
Holland.  Another  acceptation  of  the  word  Be-anna,  however,  foon 
became  evident ;  for  it  was  obferved  to  be  frequently  applied  by  chil- 
dren to  men  who  were  known  to  have  no  children.  On  inquiry, 
however,  it  was  underftood,  that  in  cafe  a  father  fliould  die,  the 
neareft  of  kin,  or  fome  deputed  friend,  would  take  care  of  his  chil- 
dren; and  were  by  them  ftyled  Be*anna.  Here,  if  the  reader  paufes 
for  a  moment,  to  conlider  the  difference  between  the  general  condud 
of  our  baptifmal  fponfors  (to  whofe  duties  this  cuftom  bears  much  re- 
femblance),  and  the  humane  praftice  of  ihefe  uncivilifed  people, 
will  not  the  comparifon  fufFufe  his  cheek  with  fomething  like  (hame, 
at  feeing  the  enlightened  chriftian  fo  diftanced^  in  the  race  of  humanity, 
by  the  untutored  favage,  who  has  hitherto  been  the  objeft  of  both 
his  pity  and  contempt  ?  But  forry  is  the  Hiftorian  to  recoHeft,  what 
as  a  faithful  narrator  he  is  compelled  to  relate,  one  particular  in  their 

cuftoms 
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cuftoms  that  is  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  humane  duties  which 
they  have  prefcribed  to  themfelves  in  the  above  inftance  ;  duties  which 
relate  only  to  thofe  children  who,  in  the  event  of  lofmg  the  mother, 
could  live  without  her  immediate  aid.  A  far  different  lot  is  referved 
for  fuch  as  are  at  that  time  at  the  breaO:)  or  in  a  flate  of  abfolute  belp« 
lefTnefs^  as  will  be  feen  hereafter. 

We  have  mentioned  their  being  divided  into  families.  Each  family 
*  has  a  particular  place  of  refidence,  from  which  is  derived  its  diflin- 
guifliing  name.  This  is  formed  by  adding  the'monofy  liable  gal  to  the 
name  of  the  place :  thus  the  fonthern  ftiore  of  Botany  Bay  is  called 
Gwea,  and  the  people  who  inhabit  it  ftile  themfelves  Gweagal.  Thofe 
who  live  on  the  north  fhore  of  Port  Jackfon  are  called  Cam-mer-ray- 
gal,  that  part  of  the  harbour  being  diftinguifhed  from  other*  by  the 
name  of  Cam  mer-ray.  Of  this  laft  family,  or  tribe,  tlie  fettl^rs  had 
heard  Ben-nil-long  and  other  natives  fpeak  (before  they  were  other- 
Vife  known)  as  of  a  very  powerful  people,  who  coutd  oblige  them  to 
attend  wherever  and  whenever  they  direfled.  They  were  afterwards 
found  to  be  by  far  the  moft  numerous  tribe  yet  difcovered.  It  fo  hap- 
pened, that  they  were  alfo  the  moft  robuft  and  mufcular^  and  that 
among  them  were  feveral  of  the^  people  ftyled  Car-rah-dy  and  Car- 
rah-di-gang,  of  which  extraordinary  perfonages  we  (ball  have  to 
fpeak  particularly,  under  the  article  Superstition. 

To  the  tribe  of  Cam- me- ray  alfo  belonged  the  exclufive  and  extra- 
ordinary privilege  oif  exacting  a  tooth  from  the  natives  of  other  tribes 
inhabiting  thefea-coaft,  or  of  all  fuch  as  were  within  their  authority. 
The  excrcife  of  this  privilege  places  thefe  people  in  a  particular  point 
of  view  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  decided  fuperiority.  Many 
contefts,  or  dedfions  of  honour  (for  fuch  there  are  among  them),  have 
been  delayed  until  the  arrival  of  thefe  people;  and  when  they  came, 
it  was  impoflible  not  to  obferve  the  fuperiority  and  influence  which 
their  number  and  their  mufcular  appearance  gave  them. 

Thefe  are  all  the  traces  that  could  ever  be  difcovered  among  them 
of  government  or  fubordination  ;   and  we  may  imagine  the  deference 

2  2  which 


354     ACC6UNr  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY    [Octo»r^ 

which  is  paid  to  the  tribe  of  Cam-mcr-ray,  to  be  derived  wholly  from 
their  fuperiority  of  numbers  ;  but  this  fuperiority  they  have  probably 
maintained  for  a  length  of  time ;  and,  indeed,  the  privilege  of  demand* 
ing  a  tooth  from  the  young  men  of  other  families  muft  have  been  of 
long  Handing,  and  coeval  with  the  obedience  which  was  paid  to  them : 
hence  their  fuperiority  partakes  fomething  of  the  nature  of  a  confti- 
tuted  authority ;  an  authority  which  has  the  fandion  of  cuftom  to 
plead  for  its  continuance. 

Religion. 

It  has  been  afferted  by  an  eminent  divine*,  that  no  country  has 
yet  been  difcovered  where  fome  trace  of  religion  was  not  to  be  found* 
From  every  obfervation  and  inquiry  that  could  be  made  among  thele 
people,  they  appear  an  exception  to  this  opinion.  It  is  certain,  that  they 
do  not  worfliip  either  fun,  moon,  or  ftar ;  that  however  neceflary  fire 
may  be  to  them,  it  is  not  an  objeit  of  adoration  ;  neither  have  they 
refpedi  for  any  particular  beaft,  bird,  or  fifli.  Nor  could  any  objed 
ever  be  difcovered,  either  fubftantial  or  imaginary,  that  impelled  theoi 
to  the  commiffion  of  good  a<aiojis,  or  deterred  them  from  the  perpe- 
tration of  what  we  deem  crimes.  There  indeed*exifted  among  them 
fome  idea  of  a  future  flate,  but  not  conneded  in  anywi(e  with  religion; 
for  it  had  no  influence  whatever  on  their  lives  and  aif^ions.  On  their 
being  often  queftioned  as  to  what  became  of  them  after  th§ir  deceafe. 
fome  anfwered  that  they  >yent  either  on  or  beyond  the  great  water; 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  fignified,  that  they  went  to  the  clouds. 
The  author  converfmg  with  Ben-niUong  after  his  return  from  £ng* 
land,  where  he  had  obtained  much  knowledge  of  our  cuftoms  and 
manners,  wifliing  to  learil  what  were  his  ideas  of  the  place  £rom  which 
his  countrymen  came,  led  him  to  the  fubjeft,  by  obferving,  that  all 
the  white  men  at  Port  Jackfon  had  come  from  England,  and  then 
afked  him  where  the  black  pien  (or  Eora)  came  from  ?  He  hefitated. — 
Did  they  come  from  any  ifland  ?  His  anfwer  was^  that  he  koew  of 
none :  they  came  from  the  clouds   (alludiqg,  perhaps,  to  the  aborl- 

*  Blair't  Sermoasy  Vol.  i.  Scrmoa  i . 
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giacs  of  the  country)  ;  and  when  they  died,  they  returned  to  the  clouds 
(Boo-row-c).  He  feemed  defirous  to  make  it  underftood  that  they 
afcended  in  the  fliape  of  little  children,  firft  hovering  in  the  tops  and 
in  the  branches  of  trees  ;  and  mentioned  fomething  about  eating  (in 
that  (late)  their  favourite  food,  little  fiflies. 

If  this  idea  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  fhould  excite  a  fmile,  let 
the  mocker  afk  himfelf,  if  it  be  more  ridiculous  than  the  belief  which 
many  among  us  entertain,  that  at  the  lad  day  the  various  disjointed 
bones  of  men  (hall  find  out  each  its  proper  owner,  and  be  re-united  j 
the  favage  here  treads  clofe  upon  the  footfteps  of  the  Chriftian. 

The  young  natives  who  refided  at  Sydney  were  very  defirous  of 
going  to  church  on  Sunday,  but  knew  not  for  what  purpofe  any  one 
attended.  They  were  often  feen  to  take  a  book,  and  with  much  fuc- 
cefs  imitate  the  clergyman  in  his  manner  (indeed,  better  or  readier 
mimics  can  no  where  be  found),  laughing  and  enjoying  the  applaufe 
which  they  received. 

An  account  has  appeared  in  a  pamphlet,  or  a  newfpaper,  of  a  native 
throwing  himfelf  in  the  way  of  a  man  who  was  about  toJhoot  a  crow ; 
and  the  perfon  who  wrote  the  account  drew  an  inference,  that  the 
bird  was  an  object  of  worfhip ;  but  it  can  be  with  confidence  af- 
firmed, that,  fo  far  from  dreading  to  fee  a  crow  killed,  they  are  very 
fond  of  eating  their  fleih,  and  take  the  following  particular  method  to 
enfnare  that  bird :  a  native  will  firetch  himfelf  on  a  rock,  as  if  afleep 
in  the  fun,  holding  a  piece  of  fiih  in  his  hand  ;  the  bird,  be  it  hawk 
or  crow,  feeing  the  prey,  and  not  obferving  any  motion  in  the  native, 
pounces  on  the  fiOi ;  and  in  the  inftant  of  feizing  it  is  caught  by  the 
favage,  who  foon  throws  it  on  the  fire,  and  makes  a  meal,  that,  for  en« 
joyment,  might  be  envied  by  an  epicure. 

That  they  have  ideas  of  a  diflindion  between  good  and  bad,  is  evi* 
dent  from  their  having  terms  in  their  language  fignificant  of  thefe 
qualities.  Thus^  the  fting-ray  was  (wee- re)  bad;  it  was  a  fifh  of  which 
they  never  ate.  The  patta-go-rang  or  kangooroo  was  (bood-yer-re) 
good,  and  they  were  very  fond  of  it. 

ZZ2  To 
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To  exalt  thefe  people  at  all  above  the  brute  creation,  it  is  neceflarjr 
to  (hew  that  they  have  the  gift  of  reafon,  and  that  they  knew  the 
diftindion  between  right  and  wrong,  as  well  as  between  what  food 
was  good  and  what  was  bad.  Of  thefe  latter  qualities  their  fenfes  in- 
formed them  ;  but  the  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  could  only  pro- 
ceed from  reafon.  It  is  true,  they  had  no  diflindlion  or  terms  for 
thefe  qualities;  wee-re  and  bood-yer-re  alike  implying  what  was  good 
and  bad,  and  right  and  wrong.  Inftances,  however,  were  not  want- 
ing, of  their  ufing  them  to  defcribe  the  fenfations  of  the  mind  as  well 
as  of  the  fenfes  :  thus,  their  enemies  were  wee-re  ;  their  friends  bood- 
yer-re.  On  being  fpoken  to,  of  cannibalifm,  they  expreflejl  great 
horror  at  the  mention,  and  faid  it  was  wee  re.  On  feeing  any  of  the 
people  who  had  ill-treated  them  puniflied,  they  exprefled  their  appro- 
bation, by  faying  it  was  bood-yer-re.  Midnight  murders,  though 
frequently  pradifed  among  them  whenever  paffion  or  revenge  didated, 
tbey  reprobated,  but  applauded  ads  of  kindnefs  and  generofity ;  for 
of  both  thefe  they  were  capable.  A  man  who  would  not  (land  to  have 
a  fpear  thrown  at  him,  but  ran  away,  was  a  coward,  jee-run,  and 
wee- re.  But  their  knowledge  of  the  difference  between  right  and 
wrong  certainly  never  extended  beyond  their  exiftcnce  in  this  world  ; 
not  leading  them  to  believe  that  the  pradice  of  either  had  any  relation 
to  their  future  ftate  :  this  was  manifeft  from  their  idea  of  quitting  this 
world,  or  rather  of  entering  the  next,  in  the  form  of  little  children, 
under  which  form  they  would  re- appear  in  this. 

Stature  and  Appearance. 
Very  few  men  or  women  among  them  could  be  faid  to  be  tall,  and 
ftill  fewer  were  well  made.  At  one  time  a  dwarf,  a  female,  appeared 
among  them,  who,  when  fhe  flood  upright,  meafured  about  four  feet 
two  inches :  none  of  he^  limbs  were  difproportioned,  nor  were  her 
features  unpleafant ;  and  fhe  had  a  child  at  her  back.  The  other  na- 
tives feemed  to  make  her  an  objed  of  their  merriment.  In  general, 
indeed  almoft  univerfally,  the  limbs  of  thefe  people  were  fmall  j  of 

mofl 


1796.1  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  357 

moft  of  them  the  arms,  legs,  and  thighs*  were  very  thin.  This,  no 
doubt,  is  owing  to  the  poornefs  of  their  living,  which  is  chiefly  on 
fifli  J  othcrwife  the  finenefs  of  the  climate,  co-operating  with  the 
exercife  which  they  take,  might  have  rendered  them  more  mufcular. 
Thofe  'Who  live  on  the  fea-coaft  depend  entirely  on  fifh  for  their  fuf- 
tenance ;  while  the  few  who  dwell  in  the  woods  fubfift  on  fuch  ani- 
mals as  they  can  catch.  The  very  great  labour  neceflfary  for  taking 
thefe  animals,  and  the  fcantinefs  of  the  fupply,  keep  the  wood  natives 
in  as  poor  a  condition  as  their  brethren  on  the  coaft.  It  has  been  re- 
marked, that  thefe  natives  had  longer  arms  and  legs  than  thofe  who 
lived  about  Sydney.  This  might  proceed  from  their  being  compelled 
to  climb  the  trees,  after  honey,  and  the  fmall  animals  which  refort  to 
them,  fuch  as  the  flying  fquirrel  and.  opofllim,  which  they  effcCt  by 
cutting  with  their  ftone  hatchets  notches  in  the  bark  of  the  tree  of  a 
fuflScient  -depth  and  fize  to  receive  the  ball  of  the  great  toe.  The  firft 
notch  being  cut,  the  toe  is  placed  in  it ;  and  while  the  left  arm  em- 
braces the  tree,  a  fecond  is  cut  at  a  convenient  diftance  to  receive  the 
other  foot.  By  this  method  they  afcend  with  aftoni{hirig  quicknefs, 
always  clinging  with  the  left  hand  and  cutting  with  the  right,  retting 
the  whole  weight  of  the  body  on  the  ball  of  either  foot.  One  of  the 
gum  trees  was  obferved  by  a  party  on  an  excurfion,  which  was  judged 
to  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  which  had 
been  notched  by  the  natives  at  leaft  eighty  feet. 

The  features  of  many  of  thefe  people  were  far  from  unpleafing, 
particularly  of  the  women  ;  in  general,  the  black  bufhy  beards  of  the 
men,  and  the  bone  or  reed  which  they  thruft  through  the  cartilage  o^ 
the  nofe,  tended  to  give  them  a  difgufting  appearance ;  but  ;n  the 
women,  that  feminine  delicacy  which  is  to  be  found  among  white 
people  was  to  be  traced  even  upon  their  fable  cheeks ;  and,  though  . 
entire  ftrangers  to  the  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  clothing,  yet 
they  fought  with  a  native  modefty  to  conceal  by  attitude  what  the 
want  of  covering  would  othcrwife  have  revealed  :  bringing  to  thi 
recollection  of  thofe  who  obferved  them, 

*«  The  bending  ftatuc  which  enchants  the  world/* 

though 
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though  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  refernblance  confiftcd  folely  in  the 
pofition. 

Both  fexcs  ufe  the  difgufling  praftice  of  rubbing  fi(h  oil  inta 
their  fkins ;  but  they  are  compelled  to  this  as  a  guard  againft  the  ef* 
teGts  of  the  air,  and  of  mufquitoes,  and  flies  ;  fome  of  which  are  large, 
and  bite  or  fling  with  much  feverity.  But  the  oil,  together  with  the 
pcrfpiration  from  their  bodies,  produces,  in  hot  weather,  a  mod  hor- 
rible flench.  Some  of  them  have  been  feen  with  tlje  entrails  of  filh 
frying  in  the  burning  fun  upon  their  heads,  until  the  oil  ran  down 
over  their  foreheads.  To  their  hair,  by  means  of  the  yellow  gum, 
they  fallen  the  front  teeth  of  the  kangooroo,  and  the  jaw-bones  of  a 
large  fifh,  human  teeth,  pieces  of  wood,  feathers  of  birds,  the  tail  of 
the  dog,  and  certain  bones  taken  out  of  a  fifh,  not  unlike  human  teeth. 
The  natives  who  inhabit  the  fhore  of  Botany  Bay  divide  the  hair  into 
fmall  pircels,  each  of  which  they  mat  together  with  gum,  and  form 
them  into  lengths  like  the  thrums  of  a  mop.  Qn  particular  occafions, 
they  ornament  themfelves  with  red  and  white  clay,  ufing  the  former 
when  preparing  to  fight,  the  latter  for  the  more  peaceful  amufement 
of  dancing.  The  fafhion  of  thefe  adornments  was  left  to  each  perfoa*8 
tafte ;  and  fome,  when  decorated  in  their  very  befl  manner,  looked 
perfedly  horrible.  Nothing  could  appear  more  terrible  than  a  black 
and  difmal  face,  with  a  large  white  circle  drawn  round  each  eye 
wayed  lines  down  each  arm,"  thigh,  and  leg ;  fome  with  checqucrs 
daubed  and  lines  drawn  over  each  rib:  thefe  prefented  moft  fpeftre- 
like  figures.  Previous  to  either  adance  or  a  combat,  they  were  always 
found  bufily  employed  in  thefe  neceflfary  preliminaries.  Both  fexes 
are  ornamented  with  fears  upon  the  breaft,  arms,  and  back,  which 
are  cut  with  broken  pieces  of  the  fhell  that  they  ufe  at  the  end  of  the 
throwing*flick.  By  their  keeping  open  thefe  incifions,  the  flefh  grows 
up  between  the  fides  of  the  wound,  and  after  a  time,  fkinning  over 
forms  a  large  weal  or  feam. 

The  women  are  early  fubjeded  to  an  uncommon  mutilation  of  the 
two  firft  joints  of  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand.     This  operation  iq 
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performed  when  they  are  very  young,  and  is  done  under  an  idea  that 
thefe  joints  of  the  little  finger  are  in  the  way  when  they  wind  their 
filhing-lines  over  the  hand.  Very  few  were  to  be  met  with  who 
had  not  undergone  this  ceremony,  and  thefe  appeared  to  be  held  in 
<*ontempt. 

The  men  too  were  not  without  their  mutilation,  moft  of  thofe  who 
lived  on  the  fea-coaft  having  loft  the  right  front  tooth  ;  but  a  parti- 
cular account  of  the  ceremonies  ufed  on  this  occafion  will  be  found 
hereafter,  under  the  article  Customs  and  Manners. 

Few  deformities  of  perfon  were  noticed  among  them  ;  once  or  twice 
the  print  of  inverted  feet  have  been  found  on  the  fand.  Round  fhouh 
ders  or  hump-backs  were  never  obferved  in  any  one  inftance,  yet  no 
women  could  be  more  inattentive  to  their  young  than  thefe  favages ; 
frequent  inftances  occurred  of  infants  rolling  into  the  fire,  and  being 
dreadfully  burnt,  while  their  mother  flept  befide  them  ;  indeed,  thefe 
people  are  extremely  difficult  to  awaken  when  once  afleep. 

Their  fight  is  peculiarly  fine ;  indeed,  their  exiftence  very  often 
depends  upon  the  accuracy  of  it ;  for  a  fhort-fighted  man  (a  misfor- 
tune unknown  among  them,  and  not  yet  introduced  by  fafhion,  nor  re- 
lieved by  the  ufe  of  a  glafs)  would  never  be  able  to  defend  himfelf 
from  their  fpears,  which  are  thrown  with  amazing  force  and  ve- 
locity. 

The  colour  of  thefe  people  is  not  in  all  cafes  the  fame :  fome  have 
been  feen  who,  even  when  cleanfed  from  the  fmoke  and  filth  which 
were  always  to  he  found  on  their  perfons,  were  nearly  as  black  as  the 
African  negro  j  while  others  have  exhibited  only  a  copper  or  Malay 
colour.  The  natural  covering  of  their  heads  is  not  wool,  as  in  moft 
other  black  people,  but  hair  ;  this  was  particularly  remarked  in  Ben- 
nil-long  after  his  return  from  England,  where  fome  attention  to  his 
drefs  had  been  paid ;  he  was  found  to  have  long  black  hair :  black, 
indeed,  was  the  general  colour,  though  fame  few  were  feen  to  have  it 
of  a  xeddiOi  caft. 

Their 
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Their  nofes  are  flat,  noftrils  wide,  eyes  much  funk  in  the  head,  and 
covered  with  thick  eye-brows  ;  in  addition  to  which,  they  wear  tied 
round  the  head,  a  net,  the  breadth  of  the  forehead,  made  of  the  fur 
of  the  opoflum,  which,  when  wifhing  to  fee  very  clearly,  they  draw 
over  their  eye-brows,  thereby  contradting  the  light.  Their  lips  are 
thick,  and  the  mouth  extravagantly  wide ;  but  when  opened  difcovers 
two  rows  of  white,  even,  and  found  teeth*  Many  have  very  promi* 
nent  jaws. 

'  Habitations. 

Their  habitations  are  as  rude  as  imagination  can  conceive.  The 
hut  of  the  woodman  is  made  of  the  bark  of  a  fingle  tree,  bent  in  the 
middle,  and  placed  on  its  two  ends  on  the  ground,  affording  fhelter 
to  only  one  miferable  tenant.  Thefe  they  never  carry  about  with  them. 
On  the  fea  coaft  the  huts  were  larger,  formed  of  pieces  of  bark 
from  feveral  trees  put  together  in  the  form  of  an  oven,  with  an  entrance, 
and  large  enough  to  hold  fix  or  eight  people.  Their  fire  was  always 
at  the  mouth  of  the  hut,  rather  within  than  without ;  and  the  interior 
was  in  general  the  moft  nafty  fmoke-dried  place  that  can  be  conceived. 
Befides  thefe  bark  huts,  they  made  ufe  of  excavations  in  the  rock.  At 
the  mouths  of  thefe  excavations  was  noticed  a  luxuriancy  of  foil  j  and 
on  turning  up  the  ground,  it  was  found  rich  with  (hells  and  other  ma- 
nure. Thefe  proved  a  valuable  refource  to  the  fettlement ;  as  many 
loads  of  fliells  were  burnt  into  lime,  while  the  other  parts  were  wheeled 
into  the  gardens. 

In  their  huts  and  their  caves  they  lie  down  indifcriminately 
mixed,  men,  women,  and  children  together ;  and  appear  to  poffefs 
under  them  much  the  fame  enjoyment  as  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  found 
by  the  brute  bead  in  his  den,  flielter  from  the  weather,  and,  if  not  diC 
turbed  by  external  enemies,  the  comfort  of  fleep. 

The  extreme  foundnefs  with  which  they  fleep  invites  jealoufy,  or 
revenge  for  other  wrongs,  to  arm  the  hand  of  the  aflfaflSn.  Many  in- 
dances  of  this  occurred ;   one  of  which  was  rendered  remarkable,  by 
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the  murderer  firft  taking  a  fleeping  infant  from  the  arms  of  the  father 
whom  he  was  about  to  deprive  of  exiftence :  the  child  he  brought  to 
Sydney  to  be  taken  care  of. 

Being  themfelves  fenfible  of  the  danger  they  v^ere  in  while  afleep, 
they  eagerly  fought  to  obtain  puppies  of  the  fpaniel  and  terrier  breeds 
from  the  fettlers,  which  they  confidered  as  invaluable  guardians  during 
the  night. 

Mode  of  Living. 

The  natives  on  the  fea-coail,and  who  are  the  moft  known,  have  little 
other  fupport  than  fifh.  Men,  women,  and  children,  are  employed  in 
procuring  them ;  but  the  means  ufed  are  different  according  to  the  fes 
of  the  fifher ;  the  men  killing  them  with  the  fiz-gig,  while  the  females, 
ufe  the  hook  and  line.  The  fiz-gig  is  made  of  the  wattle ;  has  a  joint 
in  it,  faftcned  by  gum ;  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length,  and 
armed  with  four  barbed  prongs ;  the  barb  being  a  piece  of  bone  fecured 
by  gum. 

The  lines  ufed  by  the  women  are  made  by  themfelves  of  the  bvk  of 
a  fmall  tree  which  they  find  in  the  neighbourhood.  Their  hooks  are 
made  of  the  mother-^f-pearl  oyfter,  which  they  rub  on  a  ftone  until  it 
affumes  the  fhape  that  they  want.  Though  thefe  hooks  are  not  barbed, 
they  catch  fi(h  with  them  with  great  facility. 

While  fifhing,  the  women  fing.  In  their  canoes,  they  always  carry 
a  fmall  fire  laid  upon  fea-weed  or  fand,  with  which,  when  defirous  of 
eating,  they  drefs  their  meal. 

The  woods,  exclufive  of  the  animals  which  they  occafionally  find 
in  their  neighbourhood,  afford  them  but  little  fuftenance ;  a  few  ber- 
ries, the  yam  and  fern-root,  the  flowers  of  the  different  bankfia,  and  at , 
times  fome  honey,  make  up  the  whole  vegetable  catalogue. 

The  natives  who  live  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  margins  of  rivers, 
are  compelled  to  feek  a  different  fubfiftence,  and  are  driven  to  a  harder 
exercife  of  their  abilities  to  procure  it;  one  inftance  of  which  has  been 
given  in  the  manner  of  their  climbing  the  trees ;  they  have,  befides, 
a  laborious  method  of  enfnaring  animals. 

3  A  Thefe 
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Thefc  wood  natives  make  a  pafte  formed  of  the  feri>root  and  the 
ant  bruifed  together;  in  the  fcafon,  they  alfo  add  the  eggs  of  this* 
infefl:. 

Courtship  and  Marriage.  ^ 

,  How  will  the  refined  ear  of  gallantry  be  wounded  at  the  reading  an 
account  of  the  courtfhip  of  thcfe  people  !  It  has  been  faid,  that  there 
was  a  delicacy  vifible  in  the  manners  of  the  females.  Is  it  not  (hock- 
ing then  to  think,  that  the  prelude  to  love  fliould  be  violence  ?  yet 
fuch  it  is  in  their  country,  and  violence  of  the  moft  brutal  nature. 
Thefe  unfortunate  victims  of  luft  and  cruelty  (it  will  admit  of  no  better 
term)  are,  it  is  believed,  always  feleded  from  the  wonren  of  a  different 
tribe  from  that  of  the  males,  (for  they  ought  not  to  be  dignified  with 
the  title  of  men,)  and  with  whom  they  are  at  enmity.  Secrecy  is  ne- 
ceffarily  obferved,  and  the  poor  wretch  is  ftolen  upon  in  the  abfence 
of  her  protedors.  Being  firft  ftupified  with  blows,  inflided  with  clubs 
or  wooden  fwords,  on  the  head,  back,  and  fhouldcrs,  every  one  of 
which  is  followed  by  a  ftream  of  blood,  flie  is  then  dragged  through 
the  woods  by  one  arm,  with  a  perfeverance  and  violence  that  it  might 
bfefuppofed' would  difplace  it  from  its  focket.  The  lover,  or  rather 
the'  raviflier,  is  regardlefs  of  the  flones  or  broken  pieces  of  trees 
which  may  lie  in  his  route,  being  anxious  only  to  convey  his  prize,  iti 
fafety,  to  his  own  party,  where  a  fcene  enfues  too  (hocking  to  relate. 
This  outrage  is  not  refented  by  the  relations  of  the  female,  who  only 
retaliate  by  a  fimilar  outrage  when  they  find  an  opportunity.  This  Ts 
fo  conftantly  the  pradice  among  them,  that  even  the  children  make  it 
a  play- game  or  exercife. 

The  women  thus  ravi(hed  become  their  wives,  are  incorporated  into 
the  tribes  to  which  their  hufbands  belong,  and  but  feldom  quit  them 
for  other^. 

Many  of  the  men  do  not  confine  themfelves  to  one  woman.  Ben- 
nll-long,  previous  to  his  vifit  to  England,  was  po(reflred  of  two  wives, 
both  living  with  hira  and  attending  on  him  wherever  he  went.     One, 
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named  Ba-rahg-a-roo,  lived  with  hiin  at  the  time  he  waS  felzed  and' 
taken  a  captive  to  the  fettlement ;  and  before  her  death  he  had  brought- 
ofF  from  Botany  Bay,  by  the  violence  before  defcribed,  Go-roo-bar- 
i<oo-bool  lo;  and  (he  continued  with  him  imtil  his  departure  for 
England.  It  was  underftood  that  all  the  natives  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hawkefbury  had  two  wives  j  and  indeed,  on  the  whole^  more  inftances. 
were  known  of  plurality  of  wives  than  of  monogamy.  In  no  orte 
inftance  had  they  been  obferved  to  have  children  by  both  women ;  and 
in  general,  as  might  be  expelled,  the  two  females  were  a|wiiy$^  jealous 
of,  and  quarrelling  with  each  other ;  though  it  was  tind^rftood,  that 
the  firft  wife  claimed  a  priority  of  attachment^  ^nd  an  exduiive  right  to 
the  conjugal  embrace  ;  while  the  fecond  or  latter  choice  was  compelled, 
to  be  the  drudge  and  flave  of  both. 

Chaftity  was  a  virtue  in  which,  certainly,  neither  fex  prided  them- 
felves ;  yet  the  females,  hiving  difcovered  that  the  white*  people  thought 
it  ihameful  to  be  feen  naked,  became,  at  lead  many  of  thet&,  extremely 
delicate  and  referved  in  this  refped  when  before  them  ;  but  when  in 
the  prefcnce  of  only  their  own  people,  they  were  perfedly  indif- 
ferent about  their  appearance.  .       , 

Customs  and  Mannehs. 

During  the  time  of  parturition  thefe  people  fufFer  none  but  females 
to  be  prefent.  War-re- weer,  Ben-nil-long's  fifter,  being  taken  in  Ian 
hour  while  in  the  town,  an  opportunity  offered  of  obferving  them  in 
that  critical  juncture ;  of  which  fome  of  the  women,  who  w^re  fa- 
vourites with  the  girl,  were  defired  to  avail  themfelves  j  and  from 
them  were  obtained  the  following  particulars  :  •       . 

During  her  labour  one  female  was  employed  in  pouring  cold  water 
from  to  time  on.  the  abdomen,  while  another^  tying  one  end  of  a 
fmall  line  round  War-rc-weer's  neck,  with  the  other  end  rubbfed  her 
own  lips  until  they  bled.  She  derived  no  adlualafliftance  from  thofe 
about  her,  the  child  coming  into  the  world'  by  the  fole  effort  of  na- 
ture; neither  did  any  one  receive  it^  from  her;  but  one  of  the  white 
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women  divided  the  umbilical  cord  and  waflied  the  child,  which  the 
mother  readily  permitted,  although  the  other  natives  ftrongly  ob- 
jeAed  to  it.     The  poor  creature  appeared  much  exhaufted. 

Ben-niUlong's  wife,  a  few  hours  after  (he  had  iJeen  delivered  of  a 
child,  was  feen  walking  about  alone  and  picking  up  fticks  to  mend 
her  fire.  The  Infant,  whofc  (kin  appeared  to  have  a  reddUh  caft,  was 
lying  in  a  piece  of  foft  bark  on  the  ground. 

The  child  thus  produced  is  by  the  mother  carried  about  for  fome 
days  on  a  pi$ce  of  foft  bark,  and,  as  foon  as  it  acquires  (Irength  enough, 
is  removed  to  the  (houlders,  wherie  it  fits  with  its  little  legs  acrofs 
her  neck ;  and,  taught  by  neceility,  foon  catches  hold  of  her  hair  to 
preferve  itfelf  from  falling* 

The  reddifh  caft  of  the  fkin  foon  gives  place  to  the  natural  hue ;  a 
change  that  is  much  aflifted  by  the  fmoke  and  dirt  in  which,  from  the 
moment  of  their  exiftence,  thefe  little  wretches  are  nurtured.  The 
parents  begin  early  to  decorate  them  after  the  cuftom  of  the  country ; 
for  as  foon  as  the  hair  of  the  head  can  be  taken  hold  of,  fifh  bones 
and  teeth  of  atumals  are  faftened  to  it  with  gum.  White  clay  ornar* 
ments  their  little  limbs ;  and  the  females  fufFer  the  extraordinary  am- 
putation  which  they  term  Mal-gun  before  they  have  quitted  theur  feat 
on  their  mother's  fhoulders. 

At  about  a  month  or  fix  weeks  old  the  child  receives  its  name. 
This  is  generally  taken  from  fome  of  the  objeds  conftantly  before  their 
iyefs,  fuch  as  a  bird,  a  beaft,  or  a  fifh,  and  is  given  without  any  cere-« 
mony. 

From  their  earlieft  infancy  the  boys  are  aocuftomed  to  throwing  the 
fpear,  and  to  the  habit  of  dcfimding  themselves  from  It.  They  begin 
by  throwing  reeds  at  each  other,  and  are  foon  very  expert.  They 
alfo,  from  the  time  when  they  can  run,  until  prompted  by  manhood 
to  realize  their  fports,  amrufe  themselves  with  ftealing  the  females,  and 
treat  them  at  this  time  very  little  better  than  they  do  then. 

Between  the  ages  of  eight  and  iixteen,  the  males  and  females  un- 
dergo the  operatiou  which  they  term  Gna-noong,  viz,  that  of  having 
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the  feptom  of  ttie  aofe  bored,  to  receive  a  bone  or  reed,  which  among 
them  18  deemed  a  very  great  ornament,  though  the  articulation  ie  fre- 
quently rendered  very  imperfed  by  it.  Between  the  fame  years  alfo 
the  males  receiye  the  qualifications  which  are  given  to  them  by  lofing 
one  front  tooth.  This  ceremony  occurred  twice  while  the  Author  of 
this  narrative  was  in  the  coimtry ;  and  at  the  fecond  of  thefe  operar 
tiona  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  prefent  the  whole  of  the  time,  at-- 
tended  by  a  perfon  well  qualified  to  make  Drawings  of  every  particular 
circumftance  that  occurred. 

Oh  the  a5th  of  January  1 795,  the  natives  aflembled  in  confiderable 
numbers  for  the  purpoie  of  performing  this  ceremony;  as  feveral 
youths  well  known  in  the  fettlement,  never  having  fubmitted  to  the 
operation,  were  now  to  be  made  men.  Pe«mul-wy,  a  wood  native, 
and  many  ftrangers,  came  in;  but  the  principals  in  the  operation  not 
being  arrived  from  Cam-mer-ray,  the  intermediate  nights  were  to  be 
paf!ed  in  dancinig  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  were  ornamented  in  their 
beft  manner,  and  certainly  difplayed  a  variety  of  taftes.  One  was 
painted  white  to  the  middle,  his  beard  and  eyebrows  excepted,  others 
were  diftinguifhed  by  large  white  circles  round  the  eyes^  which  ren- 
dered them  as  terrific  as  can  be  well  imagined..  It  was  not  until  the 
feccmd  of  February  that  the  party  was  complete.  la  the  evening  of 
that  day  the  people  from  Cam-mer-ray  arrived,,  among  whom  were 
thofe  whD  were  to  perform  the  operation.  They  were  painted  after 
the  manner  of  their  country,  were  moftly  provfded  with  (hiekls,  and 
all  armed  with  clubs,  fpear^^and  throwing  fticks^  The  place  feledted  for 
this  extraordinary  exhibition  was-  at  the  head  of  Farm  Cove,  where 
a  fpace  had  beea  for  fome  days  prepared  by  clearing  it  of  grafts 
(lumps,  &c» ;  it  was  an  ovs^l  tigure^  the  dimenfions  of  it  27  feet  by 
eighteen,  and  was  named  Yoo-iahng^- 

When  the  Author  reached  the  fpot,  he  found  die  party  from  the 
North  Shore  armed,  and  ftanding  at  one  end  of  it ;  at  the  other  were* 
the  boys  who  were  to  be  given  up  for  the  purpofe  of  lofing^each  a 
toothy  with  their  feveral.  friends  wiio  bad  accompanied  them.. 

The 
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The  ceremony  then  began.  The  armed  party  advanced  from  their 
end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  with  a  fong  or  rather  a  (hout  peculiar  to  the 
occafion,  clattering  their  ftiields  and  fpears,  and  raifmg  a  .duft  with 
their  feet  that  nearly  obfcured  the  objeds  around  them:  On  reaching 
the  children  one  of  the  party  ftepped  from  the  crowd,  and  feizing 
his  vi£kim  returned  with  him  to  his  party,  who  received  him  with  a 
Ihout  louder  than  ufual,  placing,  him  in  the  midft,  where  he  feemed 
defended  by  a  grove  of  fpears  from  any  attempts  that  his  friends  might 
make  to  refcue  him.  In  this  manner  the  whole  were  taken  out^  to  the 
number  of  fifteen;  thefe  were  feated  at  the  upper  end  of  the.Yoo-, 
labng,  each  holding  down  the  head  j  his  hands  clafped,  and  his  Itfgi 
crofled  under  him.  In  this  pofition,  aukward  and  painful  n  it  muft 
have  been,  it  was  faid  they  were  to  remain  all  night ;  and,  until  the 
ceremony  was  concluded,  they  were  neither  to  look  up  nor -take  any 
refreftiment  whatfoever. 

Tlic  Carrahdis  now  began  fome  of  their  myftical  rites^  One  .of 
them  fuddenly  fellupon  the  ground,  and,  throwing  himfelf  into  a 
variety  of  attitudes,  accompanied  with  every  gefliculation  that  could 
be  extorted  by  pain^  appeared  to  be  at  length  dielivcred  of  a  bone^ 
which  was  to  be  ufed  in  the  enfuing  ceremony.  He  wajs  during  this 
apparently  painful  procefs  encircled  by  a  crowd  of  natives,  who 
danced  around  him,  finging  ^ociferoufly,  while  one  or  more  beat 
him  on  the  back  until  the  bone  was  produced,  and  he  was  thereby^ 
freed  from  his  pain. 

He  had  no  fooner  rifen  from  the  ground  exhaufted,  drooping,  and 
bathed  in  fweat,  than  another  went  through  the  fame  ceremonies,  and 
ended  alfo  with  the  produiSlion  of  a  bone,  with  which  he  had  pru- 
dently provided  himfelf,  and  concealed  it  in  a  girdle  that  he  wore^ 
By  thefe  mummeries  the  boys  were  afliired  that  the  enfuing  operation 
.  would  be  attended  with  little  pain,  and  that  the  more  thefe  Carrahdis 
ftiffered,  the  iefs  would  be  felt  by  them.  * 

It  being  now  perfedly  dark,  the  Author  quitted  the  place,  vvith  an 
invitation  to  return  early  in- the  morning.         •  •       - 

On 
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On  his  repairing  to  the  place  foon  after  day-light,  he  found  the 
iiatives  deeping  in  fn\alt  detached  parlies ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
fun  had  fhown  himfelf  that  any  of  them  began  to  ftir.  The  people 
of  the  North  Shore  flept  by  themfelves,  and  the  boys,  though  it  had 
been  faid  they  were  not  to  move,  were  lying  alfo  by  themfelves.  Soon 
after  fun-rife,  the  Carrahdis  and  their  party  advanced  in  quick  move- 
ments towards  the  Yoo-lahng,  one  after  the  other,  fhouting  as  they 
entered,  and  running  twice  or  thrice  round  it.  The  boy^  were  then 
brought  to  the  Yoo-lahng,  hanging  their  heads  and  olafping  their 
hands.  On  being  feated  in.  this  manner  the  ceremonies  began,  the 
principal  performers  in  which  appeared  to  be  about  twenty  in  number, 
arid  all  of  the  tribe  of  Cam-mer-ray. . 

The  exhibitions. now  performed  were  numerous  and  various;  but 
all  of  them  in  their  tendency  pointed  toward  the  boys,  and  had  fomc 
allufion  to  the  principal  adb  of  the  day,  which  was  to  be  the  conclud- 
ing fcene  of  it.  The  ceremony  will  be  found  pretty  accurately  repre^ 
fented  in  the  annexed  Engravings  (page  374^ 


No.  I. — Reprefents  the  young  men,  fifteen  in  n-umber,  feated  at 
the  head  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  while  thofe  who  were  to  be  the  operators 
paraded  feveral  times  round  it,  running  upon*  their  hands  and  feet, 
and  imitating  the  dogs  of  the  country.  Their  drefs  was  adapted  to  this 
purpofe ;  the  wooden  fword  ftuck  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  girdle 
which  they  wore  round  the  waift,  did  not,  when  they  were  crawling 
on  all-fours,  look  much  unlike  the  tail'  of  the  dog  curled  over  his  back; 
Every  time  they  pafled  the  place  where  the  poor  difmal-looking  boys 
were  feated,  they  threw  up  the  fand  and  duft  on  them  with  their  hands 
and  their  feet.  During  this  ceremony  the  boys  continued  perfedly 
ftill  and  filent,  never  once  moving  themfelves  from  the  pofition  in. 
which  they  were  placed,  nor  feeming  in  the  leaft  to  notice  the  ridicu- 
lous appearance  of  the  Carrahdis  and  their  aflbciates. 

It  was  underftood,  that  by  this  ceremony  power  over  the  dog  was 
given  to  them,  and  that  it  endowed  them  with  whatever  good  or  bene- 
ficial qualities  that  animal  might  poflefs. 

TllCr 
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The  dogs  of  this  country  are  of  the  jackal  fpeciea,  aad  are  of  two 
colours ;  the  one^  red  with  fome  white  about  it ;  the  other^  quite  black: 
fome  of  them  are  very  handfome. 


No.  2.— Reprefents  the  young  men  feated  as  before.  The  firfl; 
figure  in  the  plate  is  a  (lout  robuft  native,  carrying  on  his  (houlders 
a  pat-ta-go-rang,  or  kangooroo,  made  of  grafs ;  the  fecond  is  carrying  a 
load  of  brufli  wood.  The  other  figures  feated  about,  are  finging,  and 
beating  time  to  the  fteps  of  the  two  loaded  men,  who  appeared  as  if 
they  were  almoft  unable  to  move  under  the  weight  of  the  burthen 
which  they  carried  on  their  (houlders.  Halting  every  now  and  then, 
and  limping,  they  at  laft  depofited  their  load  at  the  feet  of  the  young 
men,  and  retired  from  the  Yoo-lahng,  as  if  they  were  exceflively  fa- 
tigued by  what  they  had  done.  It  muft  be  noticed,  that  the  man  who 
carried  the  brufhwood  had  thruft  one  or  two  flowering  (hrubs  through 
the  feptum  of  the  nofe.  He  exhibited  an  extraordinary  appearance  in 
the  fccne. 

By  this  offering  of  the  dead  kangooroo  was  meant  the  power  that 
was  now  given  them  of  killing  that  animal ;  the  brufh-wood  might  re- 
prefent  its  haunt. 


No.  3. — The  boys  were  left  feated  at  the  Yoo-lahng  for  about  an 
hour ;  during  which  the  aftors  went  down  into  a  valley  near  the 
place,  where  they  fitted  themfelves  with  long  tails  made  of  grafs,  which 
they  faftened  to  the  hinder  part  of  their  girdles,  inftead  of  the  fword, 
which  was  laid  afide  during  the  fcene.  Being  equ'pped,  they  put 
themfelves  in  motion  as  a  herd  of  kangooroos,  now  jumping  along, 
then  lying  down  and  fcratching  themfelves,  as  thofe  animals  do  when 
balking  in  ihe  fun.  One  man  beat  time  to  them  with.a  club  on  a  (hield, 
while  two  others,  armed,  attended  them  all  the  way,  pretending  to 
fteal  iipon  them  unobferved  and  fpear  them. 

This  was  emblematical  of  one  of  their  future  exercifes,  the  hunting 
of  the  kangooroo. 

The 
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The  fcenc  was  altogether  whimfical  and  curious  ;  the  valley  where 
they  equipped  themfelves  was,  very  romantic,  and  the  occafion  per- 
fedlly  novej. 


No.  4. — On  the  arrival  of  this  curious  party  at  the  Yoo-lahtig,  it 
paflfed  by  the  boys  as  the  herd  of  Kahgooroos ;  and  then,  quickly  di- 
vefting  themfelves  of  their  artificial  tails,  each  man  caught  up  a  boy, 
and  placing  him  on  his  (boulders,  carried  him  off  in  triumph  toward 
thelaft  fcene  of  this  extraordinary  exhibition.  It  muft  be  remarked,  that 
the  friends  and  relations  of  the  young  people  by  no  means  interfered, 
nor  attempted  to  molcft  thefe  North  Shore  natives  in  the  execution  of 
their  bufinefs. . 


No.  5. — ^After  walking  a  fliort  diftance,  the  boys  were  let  down 
from  the  flioulders  of  the  men,  and  placed  in  a  clufter,  (landing  with 
their  heads  inclined  on  their  breafts,  and  their  hands  clafped  together* 
Some  of  the  party  now  difappeared  for  above  ten  minutes,  to  arrange 
the  figure  of  the  next  fcene.  The  Author  was  not  admitted  to  witne(8 
this  bufinefs,  about  which  they  appeared  to  obferve  a  greater  degree 
of  myftery  and  preparation  than  he  had  noticed  in  either  of  the  pre- 
ceding ceremonies.  He  was  at  length,  however,  defired  to  come 
forward,  when  he  found  the  figures  as  placed  in  the  plate  No.  5. 

The  group  on  the  left  are  the  boys,  and  thofe  who  attended  them  ; 
fronting  them  were  feen  two  men,  one  feated  on  the  ftump  of  a  tree 
bearing  another  man  on  his  (houlders,  both  with  their  arms  extended. 
Behind  thefe  were  feen  a  number  of  bodies  lying  with  their  faces 
toward  the  ground,  as  clofe  to  each  other  as  they  could  lie,  and  at  the 
foot  of  another  ftump  of  a  tree,  on  which  were  placed  two  other 
figures  in  the  fame  pofition  as  the  preceding. 

As  the  boys  and  their  attendants  approached  the  firft  of  thefe  figures, 
the  men  who  formed  it  began  to  move  themfelves  from  fide  to  fide, 
lolling  out  their  tongues,  and  ftaring  as  widely  and  horribly  with  their 
eyes  as  they  poifibly  could.  After  this  mummery  had  continued  fome 

3  B  minutes, 
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minutes,  the  men  feparated  for  them  to  pafs,  and  the  boys  were  now- 
led  over  the  bodies  lying  on  the  ground.  Thefe  immediately  began  to 
move,  writhing  as  if  in  agony,  and  uttering  a  mournful  difmal  found, 
like  very  diftant  thunder.  Having  paiTed  over  thefe  bodies,  the  boys 
were  placed  before  the  fecond  figures,  who  went  through  the  fame 
feries  of  grimaces  as  thofe  who  were  feated  on  the  former  (lump  ;  after 
which  the  whole  moved  forward. 

A  particular  name,  boo-roo-moo-roong,  was  given  to  this  fcene ; 
but  of  its  import  very  little  could  be  learned.  To  the  inquiries  made 
refpeding  it  no  anfwer  could  be  obtained,  but  that  it  was  very  good ; 
that  the  boys  would  now  become  brave  men  j  that  they  would  fee 
well  and  fight  welU 


No.  6 — At  a  little  di  fiance  from  the  preceding  fcene  the  whole 
party  halted  ;  the  boys  were  feated  by  each  other,  while  opppfite 
to  them  were  drawn  up  in  a  half  circle  the  other  party,  now  armed 
with  the  fpear  and  fhicld.  In  the  centre  of  this  party,  with  his  face 
toward  them,  flood  Booder-ro,  the  native  who  had  throughout  taken 
the  principal  part  in  the  bufinefs.  He  held  his  ftiield  in  one  hand, 
and  a  club  in  the  other,  with  whlc^  he  gave  them,  as  it  were,  the 
time  for  their  exercife.  Striking  the  fliield  with  the  club,^  at  every 
third  ftroke  the  whole  party  poifed  and  prefented  their  fpears  at  him, 
pointing  them  inwards,  and  touching  the  centre  of  his  fliield. 

This  concluded  the  ceremonies  previous  to  the  operation  ;  and  it  ap- 
peared fignificant  of  an  exercife  which  was  to  form  the  principal  bufi-* 
jiefe  of  their  lives,  the  ufc  of  the  fpear. 


No.  7. — They  now  commenced  their  preparations  for  ftriking  out 
the  tooth.  The  firft  fubje£l  they  took  was  a  boy  of  about  ten  years  of 
age ;  and  he  was  feated  on  the  (houlders  of  another  native,  who  fat 
on  the  grafs,  as  appears  in  this  Plate. 

The 
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The  bone  was  now  produced,  which  had  been  pretended  to  be 
taken  from  the  flomach  of  the  native  the  preceding  evening ;  this, 
being  made  very  (harp  and  fine  at  one  end,  was  ufed  for  lancing  the 
gum  ;  and  but  for  fome  fuch  precaution  it  would  have  been  impoffiblc 
-to  have  extraded  the  tooth  without  breaking  the  jaw-bone.  A  throw- 
ing-ftick  was  now  to  be  cut  eight  or  ten  inches  from  the  end;  and,  to 
efFeft  this,  much  ceremony  was  ufed.  The  ftick  was  laid  upon  a 
tree,  and  three  attempts  to  hit  it  were  made  before  it  was  (truck.  The 
wood  being  very  hard,  and  the  inftrument  a  bad  tomahawk,  it  took 
feveral  blows  to  divide  it ;  but  three  feints  were  conftantly  made  before 
each  ftroke.  When  the  gum  was  properly  prepared,  the  operation 
began :  the  fmalleft  end  of  the  ftick  was  applied  as  high  upon  the 
tooth  as  the  gum  would  admit  of,  while  the  operator  ftooJ  ready 
with  a  large  ftone  apparently  to  drive  the  tooth  down  the  throat  of 
his  patient.  Here  their  attention  to  the  number  three  was  again  ma- 
nifeft  ;  no  ftroke  was  a£tually  made  until  the  operator  had  thrice  at* 
tempted  to  hit  the  throwing-ftick.  They  were  full  ten  minutes  about^ 
this  firft  operation,  the  tooth  being,  unfortunately  for  the  boy,  fixed 
Tcry  firm  in  the  gum.  It  was  at  laft  forced  out,  and  the  fufFerer  was 
taken  to  a  little  diftance,  where  the  gum  was  clofed  by  his  friends, 
who  now  equipped  him  in  the  ftyle  that  he  was  to  appear  in  for 
fome  days.  A  girdle  was  tied  round  his  waift,  in  which  was  ftuck  a 
wooden  fword  ;  21  ligature  was  put  round  his  head,  in  which  were  ftuck 
flips  of  the  grafs-gum  tree  ;  which,  being  white,  had  a  curious  and  not 
unpleafing  efFe£l.  The  left  hand  was  to  be  placed  over  the  mouth, 
which  was  to  be  kept  fliut ;  he  was  on  no  account  to  fpeak ;  and  for 
that  day  he  was  not  to  eat.  In  like  manner  were  all  the  others  treated, 
except  one,  a  pretty  boy  about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  who,  after 
fuffering  his  gum  to  be  lanced,  could  not  endure  the  pain  of  morjs 
than  one  blow  with  the  ftone,  and  breaking  from  them,  made  his 
efcape.  During  the  whole  of  the  operation,  the  afllftants  made  the 
moft  hideous  noife  in  the  ears  of  the  patients*,  fufficient  to  diftra<Sl 

•  Crying  c-wah-c-wah,  ga-ga-ga-ga,  repeatedly. 

3  B  2  their 
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their  attention,  and  to  drown  any  cries  thj^t  they  could  poffibly  have 
uttered ;  but  they  made  it  a  point  of  honour  to  bear  the  pain  without 
a  murmun 

Some  other  peculiarities,  however,  were  obfervcd.  The  blood  that 
iflued  from  the  lacerated  gum  was  not  wiped  away,  but  fufiered  to 
run  down  the  breaft,  and  fall  upon  the  head  of  the  man  on  whofe 
{houlders  the  patient  fat,  and  whofe  name  was  added  to  his.  This 
blood  remained  dried  upon  the  heads  of  the  men,  and  breafts  of  the 
boys  for  feveral  days.  The  boys  were  alfo  termed  Ke-bar-ra,  a  name 
which  has  reference  in  its  coiiftrudion  to-  the  fmgular  inftrument 
ufed  on  this  occafion,  Ke-bah  in  their  language  fignifyiog  a  rock  or 
ilone. 


No.  8. — This  Plate  reprefents  the  young  men  arranged  and  fitting 
upon  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  as  they  appeared  in  the  evening  after  the 
operation  was  over.  The  man  is  Cole-be,  who  is  applying  a  broiled 
fifli  to  his  relation  Nan-bar-ray *s  gum,  which  had  fufFered  from  the 
ftroke  more  than  any  of  the  others. 

Suddenly,  on  a  fignal  being  given,  they  all  ftarted  up,  and  rufhed 
into  the  town,  driving  before  them  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
were  glad  to  get  out  of  their  way.  They  were  now  received  into  the 
clafs  of  men  j  were  privileged  to  wield  the  fpear  a^d  the  club,  and 
to  oppofe  their  perfons  in  combat ;  and  might  now  feize  fuch  femalea 
as  they  chofe  for  wives.  All  this,  however,  muft  be  underftood  to 
import,  that  by  having  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  having  endured 
the  pain  of  it  without  a  murmur,  and  having  loft  a  front  tooth,  they 
received  a  qualification  which  they  were  to  exercife  whenever  their 
years  and  their  ftrength  (hould  be  equal  to  it. 

Bcn-nil-long's  fifter,  and  Da-ring-ha,  Cole-be*s  wife,  hearing  the 
Author  exprefs  a  great  defire  to  be  poflTefled  of  fome  of  thefe  teeth, 
procured  three  of  them  for  him.  They  were  given  with  much  fecrecy, 
and  great  dread  of  being  obferved,  and  with  an  injundion  that  it 

ftiould 
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fhould*  never  be  known  that  they  had  made  him  fuch  a  prefent,  as  the 
Cam-mer-ray  tribe,  to  whom  they  were  to  be  given,  would  not  fail  to 
punifli  them  for  it  j  and  they  added  that  they  fhould  tell  them  the 
teeth  were  loft. 

One  of  the  boys  who  had  undergone  the  operation  had  formerly 
lived  with  the  principal  furgeon  of  the  fettlement  till  that  gentleman's 
departure  for  England.  A  female  relation  of  this  boy  brought  his 
tooth  to  the  Author,  with  a  requeft  that  he  would  fend  it  to  Mr* 
White ;  thus  with  gratitude  remembering,  after  the  lapfe  of  feme 
years,  the  attention  which  that  gentleman  had  fhewn  to  her  relative. 
Thefc  women  urged  the  Author  now  to  quit  the  place,  as  they  did 
not  know  what  might  enfue.  He  had,  indeed,  obferved  the  natives 
arming  themfelves ;  much  confufion  and  hurry  was  vifible  among  them, 
and  the  favage  appeared  to  be  predominating ;  as  he  retired,  the  fignal 
was  given,  which  animated  the  boys  to  the  firft  exercife  of  the  fpirit 
which  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  had  irifufed  into  them  ;  and  they  ruflied 
into  the  town  in  the  manner  before  defcribed,  every  where  as  they 
paffed  along  fetting  the  grafs  on  fire. 

Thofe  medical  gentlemen  to  whom  the  teeth  were  (hewn,  declared 
that  they  could  not  have  been  better  extradted,  had  the  proper  inftru- 
ment  been  ufcd  by  the  hand  of  a  dentift,  inilead  of  a  ftone  and  piece  of 
wood  in  that  of  a  favage. 

On  a  view  of  all  tliefe  circumftances,  we  Ihould  not  confidcr  this 
ceremony  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  tribute,  wjere  we  not  obliged  to 
hefitate,  by  obferving  that  all  the  people  of  Cam-mer^ray,  which 
were  thofe  who  exaded  the  tooth,  were  themfelves  proofs  that  they 
had  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  every  one  of  them  having  loft  the 
front  tooth.  Ben-nil-long,  in  their  early  acquaintance  with  him  and 
his  language,  told  his  friends,  as  they  then  thought,  that  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Cam-mer-ra-gal  wore  all  the  teeth  about  his  neck.  But  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  this  term  was  only  the  diftinguilhing  title 
of  the  tribe  which  performed  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the  opera- 
tion,   Ben-nil-long  at  other  times  told  them,  that  his  own  tooth  was 

hour- 
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bour-bil-Iiey  pe-iriul,  buried  in  the  earth,  and  that  others'were  thrown 
into  the  fea.  x 

The  natives,  when  fpeaking  of  the  lofs  of  this  tooth,  always  ufed 
the  words  Yoo-lahng  erah-ba-diahng ;  but  to  denote  that  of  any 
other,  bool-bag-ga  was  applied.  The  term  Yoo-lahhg  erah-ba-diahng 
muft  therefore  be  confidered  as  applying  folely  to  this  occafion ;  it 
appears  to  be  compounded  of  the  name  given  to  the  fpot  where  the 
principal  fcenes.take  place,  and  of  the  mod  material  qualification  that 
is  derived  from  the  whole  ceremony,  that  of  throwing  the  fpear.  This 
is  conceived  to  he  the  import  of  the  word  erah-ba-diahng^  erah  being 
a  pait  of  the  vexb  to  throw,  erah,  throw  you,  erailley,  throwing. 

[^See  the  annexed  Engravinos.J 
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Being  thus  entered  on  "  the  valued  file/'   they  quickly  aflume  the 
confequence  due  to  the  diftindion,  and  as  foon  as  poffiblc  bring  their 
faculties  into  aftion.   The  procuring  of -food  really  feems  to  be  but  a 
fecondary  bufinefs  with  them  ;  the  management  of  the  fpear  and  the 
fhield,   dexterity' in  throwing  the  various  clubs  that  they  have  in  ufe 
among  them,  agility  in  either  attacking  or  defending,  and  a  difplay 
of  the  conftancy  with  which  they  endure  pain,  appearing  to  rank  firft 
among  their  concerns  in  life.  The  females  too  are  accuftomed  to  bear 
on  their  heads  the  traces  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  males,  with  which 
they  dignify  them  almoft  as  foon  as  they  find  ftrength  in  the  arm  to 
imprint  the  mark*     Some  of  thcfe  unfortunate  beings  have  been  feen 
with  more  fears  upon  their  fliorn  heads^  cut  in  every  diredlion,  than 
could  be  well  diftinguifhed   or   counted.      The  condition   of  thefc 
women  is  fo  wretched,  that  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  a  thinking  mind 
to  forbear,  on  feeing  a  female  infant,  from  anticipating  its  future  mi- 
feries,  and  feeling  regret  that  the  Almighty  difpofer  had  permitted  it 
to  enter  a  world  where  its  only  portion  was  to  be  fuffering. 

Notwithftanding  that  they  are  the  mere  flaves  of  men,  however,  it 
has  generally  been  found,  in  tracing  the  caufes  of  their  quarrels,  that 
the  women  were  at  the  head  of  them,  though  in  fome  cafes  remotely. 
They  mingled  in  all  the  contefts  of  the  men ;  and  one  of  thefc,  that 
was  in  the  beginning  attended  with  fome  ceremony,  was  opened  by 
a  woman.  As  they  had  chofen  a  clear  fpot  near  the  town  for  the 
fcene  of  aftion,  they  were  numeroufly  attended  from  that  place.  The 
contending  parties  confifted  moftly  of  thofe  natives  well  known  at 
Sydney,  and  fome  from  the  fouth  fliore  of  Botany  pay,  among  whom 
was  Gome-boak,  already  mentioned.  The  yifitpnts  repaired  to  the 
fpot  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  and  found  them  feated  oppofite  each 
other  on  a  level  piece  of  ground  between  two  hills.  As  a  prelude  to 
the  bufinefs  the  Sydney  natives,  after  having  waited  fome  time,  ffood 
up,  and  each  man  ftooping  down  took  water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
(the  place  juft  before  them  being  wet,)  which  he  drank.  An  elderly 
woman,  with  a  cloak  on  her  flioujders  (made  of  opoffum  fkins  very 

7  neatly 


376  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY     ([Octobir, 

ti^atly  fiiwn  together),  and  provided  with  a  club,  then  advanced  from 
the  oppofite  fide,  and,  uttering  much  abufive  language  at  the  time, 
ran  up  to  Cole-be,  who  was  on  the  right,  and  gave  him  a  fevere  blow 
op  the  head,  which  with  feeming  contempt  he  held  out  to  her  for  the 
purpofe.  She  went  through  the  fame  ceremony  with  the  reft,  who 
made  no  rcfiftance,  until  (he  came  up  to  Ye-ra  ni-be,  a  very  fine  boy, 
who  ftood  on  the  left.  He,  not  admiring  the  blows  that  his  compa- 
nions received,  which  were  followed  by  blood,  ftruggled  with  her ; 
and  had  he  not  been  very  adive  fhe  would  have  ftabbcd  him  with 
his  own  fpear,  which  (he  wrefted  from  him«  The  men  now  advanced, 
and  gave  the  lookers-on  many  opportunities  of  witneffing  the  ftrength 
and  dexterity  with  which  they  threw  their  fpears,  and  the  quicknefs 
of  fight  which  was  requifitc  to  guard  againft  them.  The  conteft 
lafted  until  dark,  when  throwing  the  fpear  could  no  longer  be  ac- 
counted fair,  and  they  beat  each  other  with  clubs,  until  they  left  off 
by  mutual  confent.  In  this  part  of  the  conteft  many  fevere  wounds 
were  given,  and  much  blood  was  drawn  from  the  heads  of  each 
party  ;  but  nothing  material  happened  while  they  had  light  enough  to 
guard  againft  the  fpear. 

In  the  excrcife  of  this  weapon  they  are  very  expert,  and  have  beea 
feen  to  ftrikc  with  certainty  at  the  diftance  of  feventy  meafured  yards. 
They  are  thrown  with  great  force,  and  where  they  are  barbed  are 
very  formidable  inftruments. 

The  throwing^ftick  is  about  three  feet  long,  with  a  hook  at  one 
end,  and  a  fliell  at  the  other,  fecured  by  gum  ;  and  this  ftick  remains 
in  the  hand  after  difcharging  the  fpear.  There  arc  two  kinds  of  them  j 
one  is  armed  with  the  (hell  of  a  clam,  which  they  ufe  for  the  fame 
purpofes  as  we  do  a  knife  ;  the  other  has  a  hook,  but  no  (hell,  and  is 
rounded  at  the  end.  With  this  they  dig  the  fern-root  and  yam  out  of 
the  earth.  They  have  a  variety  of  fpears,  fome  are  only  pointed,  others 
have  one  or  more  barbs,  and  fome  are  armed  with  pieces  of  broken 
oyfter-fhell.  Of  Ihields  they  have  two  forts ;  one  cut  from  the  bark 
of  the  gum-tree,  which  is  not  capable  of  refitting  the  fpear  like  th^ 

other. 
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other,  which  is  made  of  folid  wood,  and  hardened  by  fire  ;  but  it  is 
not  fo  much  ufed,  on  account  of  its  great  weight.  Of  clubs  they 
have  feveral  forts  ;  one  of  which  is  of  very  large  diinenfions.  They  ^ 
have  yet  another  inftrument,  which  they  call  Ta-war-rang.  It  is 
about  three  feet  long,  is  narrow,  but  has  three  fides,  in  one  of  which 
is  the  handle,  hollowed  by  fire.  The  other  fides  .are  rudely  carved 
with  curved  and  waved  lines,  and  it  is  made  ufe  of  in  dancing,  being 
ftruck  upon  for  this  purpofe  with  a  club.  Thefe,  with  a  ftone  hatchet, 
make  the  whole  of  their  weapons ;  in  which,  it  was  obferyed,  each  of 
the  principal  tribes  had  fomething  peculiar,  by  which  it  was  known  to 
what  part  of  the  country  they  belonged.  The  fame  peculiarity  ex* 
tended  to  their  fi(hing-lines,  nets,  and  even  to  their  dances,  fongs,  and 
diale£t. 

The  fhedding  of  blood,  among  thefe  favages,  is  always  followed 
by  punilhment ;  the  party  offending  being  compelled  to  expofe  his 
perfon  to  the  fpears  of  all  who  choofe  to  throw  at  him;  forinfuch 
punifhments  the  ties  of  confanguinicy  or  friendfhip  are  of  no  avail. 
On  the  death  of  a  perfon,  whether  male  or  female,  old  or  young,  the 
friends  of  the  deccafed  muft  be  puni(hed,  as  if  the  death  were  occa- 
fioned  by  their  negledi.  This  is  fometimes  carried  farther  than  can 
te  reconcilable  with  humanity,  as  the  following  inftance  will  con- 
firm: 

A  native  had  been  murdered.  His  widow,  being  obliged  to  avenge 
his  death  on  fome  of  the  relations  of  the  murderer,  and  meeting  with 
a  little  girl,  who  was  fome  way  related  to  him,  took  her  to  a  retired 
place,  where,  with  a  club  and  a  pointed  ftone,  (he  beat  her  fo  cruelly 
that  fhe  was  taken  to  the  town  almoft  dead.  In  the  head  were  fix  or 
feven  deep  incifions,  and  one  ear  was  divided  to  the  bone,  which, 
from  the  nature  of  the  inftrument  with  which  flie  was  beaten,  had 
been  greatly  injured.  The  poor  child  died  in  a  few  days.  The  na- 
tives to  whom  this  circumftance  was  mentioned  exprefled  no  concern 
at  it,  but  feemed  to  think  it  quite  right,  neceflary,  and  inevitable.  It 
was  underftood  that  whenever  women  have  occafion  for  this  fangui- 
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nary  revenge,  they  never  exercife  it  but  on  their  own  fex,  not  daring 
to  ftrikc  a  male.  The  little  vidim  of  this  revenge  had,  from  her  quiet 
tradable  manners,  been  much  beloved  in  the  town ;  and,  which  is  a 
fingular  trait  in  the  inhumanity  of  this  proceeding,  had,  from  the  death 
of  the  man,  requefted  that  his  widow  might  be  fed  at  the  officer's  hut, 
where  fhe  herfelf  refided.  Savage  indeed  mud  be  the  cuftom  and  the 
feelings  which  could  arm  the  hand  againfl  this  unoffending  child's 
life.  Her  death  was  not  avenged,  perhaps  becaufe  they  confidered  it 
as  an  expiatory  facrifice. 

Wat-te^wal,  the  man  who  committed  the  crime  for  which  this  little 
girl  fufiered  fo  cruelly,  efcaped  unhurt  from  the  fpears  of  Ben-nil-long^ 
Cole-be,  and  feveral  other  natives ;  and  was  afterwards  received  by 
them  as  ufual,  and  adually  lived  with  the  murdered  man's  widow 
till  he  was  killed^  in  the  night  by  Cole-be^  as  has  beea  before  re- 
lated. 

It  now  remains  to  (how,  what  followed  where  the  perfon  died  a  na- 
tural death. 

Bone-da,  a  very  fine  youth,  died  of  a  cold,  which  fettling  in  his 
face,  terminated  in  a  mortification.  It  was  underflood  that  fome  blood 
muft  be  fhed  on  the  occafion ;  and  fome  weeks  after  a  large  party  of 
natives  belonging  to  different  tribes,  being  affembled  at  Pan*ner-rong 
(which  in  the  language  of  the  country  fignifies  blood),  the  fpot  which 
they  had  often  chofen  for  their  battles,  after  dancing  and  feafting  over 
night,  early  in  the  morning,  Mo-roo-ber-ra  the  brother,  and  Cole-be^ 
another  relation  of  the  dead  youth,  feized  upon  a  lad  named  Tar-ra- 
biMong,  and  with  a  club  each  gave  him  a  wound  in  his  head  which 
laid  his  IkuU  bare;  The  fifter  of  Bone- da  had  her  (hare  in  the  bloody 
rite,  pufhing  at  the  guiltlefs  boy  with  a  (hort  fpear,  and  leaving  him  in 
fuch  a  date,  that  the  furgeons  of  the  fettlement  pronounced,  from  the 
nature  of  his  wounds,  that  his  recovery  was  rather  doubtfuL  On 
being  fpoke  jto  about  the  bufmefs,  he  faid  he  did  not  weep  or  cry  out 
like  a  boy,  but,  like  a  man,  cried  Ki-yah  when  they  flruck  himj  that  the 
perfons  who  treated  him  in  this  unfriendly  manner  were  no  longer  his 
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enemies,  but  would  eat  or  drink  or  fit  with  him  as  friends.  A  few  days 
after  a  relation  of  Bone-da  (an  old  man)  received  a  fevere  wound  on  the 
back  of  his  head,  given  him  on  account  of  the  boy's  deceafe ;  neither 
youth  nor  age,  kindred  nor  friendftiip,  appearing  to  afford  any  exempt 
tion  from  thofe  fanguinary  cuftdms. 

When  Ben-nil-long's  wife  died,  many  fpears  were  thrown  and  fever 
ral  men  wounded.  Ben-niMong  himfelf  had  a  fevere  conteft  with 
Wil-le-mer-ring,  whom  he  wounded  in  the  thigh.  He  had  fcnt  for 
him  as  a  car*rah-dy  to  attend  her  when  flie  was  ill;  but  he  cither  could 
inot  or  would  not  obey  the  fummons*  Ben^diMong  had  chofen  the 
time  for  celebrating  thefe  fon^ral  games  in  honour  of  hb  deceafed 
wife,  when  a  whale-feaft  had  aflembled  a  large  number  of  natives  toge<» 
ther,  among  whom  were  feveral  people  from  the  northward,  who 
fpoke  a  dialed  very  different  from  that  with  which  they  were  ac- 
quainted at  Portjackfon. 

•  Some  officers,  happening  once  to  be  prefent  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
harbour  when  a  child  died,  perceived  the  men  immediately  retire,  and 
throw  their  fpears  at  one  another  with  much  apparent  anger,  while  the 
females  began  their  ufual  lamentations. 

When  Ben-niHong*s  infant  child  died,  feveral  fpears  were  thrown^ 
and  Ben-niUlong,  at  the  deceafe  of  her  mother,  faid  repeatedly  that  he 
fhould  not  be  fatisfied  until  he  had  facrificed  fome  one  to  her  manes. 

A  native  having  wounded  a  young  woman,  the  wife  of  another 
man,  and  ihe  having  fome  time  after  exchanged  a  perilous  and  trou- 
blefome  life  for  the  repofe  and  quiet  of  the  grave,  a  conteft  en- 
fued  on  account  of  her  deceafe;  when  the  offender  was  feverely 
wounded,  and  afterwards  led  to  the  hofpital  by  the  very  man  from 
whom  he  received  his  wound. 

"    A  combat,  occafioned  by  a  Botany  Bay  native  poffeffing  himfelf 
of  the  wife  of  a  Port  Jackfon  favage,  took   place,  which  was  at- 
tended  with  m6re  ceremony  than   ufual.     The  delinquent  arrived, 
accompanied  by  a  large  party  of  his  own  friends,  from  the  fouth ' 
fhore  of  Botany  Bay.     Many  of  his  affociates  in  arms  were  entire 
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ftrangcrs   at  Sydney;   but   the  Yoolahng   was  the  place   of  ren- 
dezvous. 

At  night  they  all  danced,  that  is  to  fay,  both  parties ;  but  not  mixed 
together:  one  fide  waiting  until  the  other  had  concluded.  In  the  man- 
ner of  dancing,  of  announcing  themfelves  as  ready  to  begin,  and  alfo 
in  their  fong",  there  was  an  evident  difference. 

The  Sydney  natives  appeared  to  have  fome  apprehenfion  of  the 
event  not  proving  favourable  to  them ;  for,  perceiving  an  officer  pre- 
fent  with  a  gun,  one  of  them^  ftrenuoufly  urged  him,  if  any  thing 
fhould  happen  to  him»  Co  fhoot  the  Botany  Bay  black  fellows.  Some 
other  guns  making  their  appearance,  the  ftrangers  were  alarmed  and 
uneafy,  un^il  aflured  that  they  were  intended  merely  for  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  who  carried  them. 

The  time  for  this  bufinefs  was  juft  after  ten  in  the  forenoon  :  Car- 
ru-ey  and  Cole-be  were  feated  at  one  end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  each 
armed  with  a  fpear  and  throwing-ftick,  and  provided  with  a  (hield. 
Here  they  fat  until  one  of  their  opponents  got  up ;  they  then  alfo  rofe, 
and  put  themfelves  en  garde.  Some  of  the  fpears  which  were  thrown 
at  them  they  picked  up  and  threw  back;  and  others  they  returned 
with  extraordinary  violence.  The  affair  was  over  before  two  o'clock, 
and  lefs  mifchief  than  ufual  had  been  done.  It  was  underftood, 
however,  that  another  nieeting  would  take  place  on  the  fame  oc- 
cafion. 

In  this,  as  in  all  contefts  among  them,  the  point  of  honour  was  ri- 
gidly obferved.  But  fpears  were  not  the  only  inftruments  of  warfare 
on  thefe  occafions.  They  had  alfo  to  combat  with  words,  in  which 
the  women  fometimes  bore  a  part.  During  this  latter  engagement, 
when  any  very  offenfive  word  met  their  ears  they  would  fuddenly 
place  themfelves  in  the  attitude  of  throwing  the  fpear,  and  at  times  let 
it  drop  on  the  ground  without  difcharging  :  at  others,  they  threw  it 
with  all  their  ftrength  ;  but  always  fcrupuloufly  obferving  the  fituation 
of  the  perfon  Oppofed,  and  never  throwing  at  him  until  he  covered 
himfelf  with  his  fhield.     The  moil  unaccountable  trait  in  this  bufinefs 
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was,  the  party  thrown  at  providing  his  enemy  with  weapons ;  for 
they  repeatedly,  when  a  fpear  flew  harmlefs  beyond  them,  picked  it 
up  and  flung  it  carclefsly  back' to  their  adverfary.  Whether  this  was 
done  in  contempt,  or  from  a  fcarcity  of  fpears,  is  uncertain. 

This  rigid  attention  to  the  point  of  honour,  when  fairly  oppofed  to 
each  other,  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  their  treacherous  and  midnight 
murders. 

They  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  fire,  and  are  therefore  fel- 
dom  without  it.  The  procefs  of  procuring  it  is  attended  with  infinite 
labour,  and  is  performed  by  fixing  the  pointed  end  of  a  cylindrical 
piece  9f  wood  into  a  hollow  made  in  a  plane  ;  the  operator  twirling 
the  round  piece  fwiftly  between  both  his  hands.  Aiding  them  up  and 
down  until  fatigued,  at  which  time  he  is  relieved  by  another  of  his 
companions*  who  are  all  feated  for  this  purpofe  in  a  circle,  and  each 
one  takes  his  turn  until  fire  is  procured. 

Moft  of  their  inftruments  are  ornamented  with  rude  carved-work, 
efieded  with  a  piece  of  broken  (hell ;  and  on  the  rocks  are  frequently 
to  be  feen  various  figures  of  fiffi,  clubs,  fwords,  animals,,  and  branches 
of  trees,  not  contemptibly  reprefented* 

r 

Superstition. 

Like  all  other  childrdh  of  ignorance,  thefe  people  are  the  flaves  of 
fuperftition. 

The  car-rah-dys  may  be  termed  the  high-priefts  of  fuperftition. 
The  (hare  which  they  had  in  the  tooth-drawing  fcene  was  not  the 
only  inftance  that  induced  this  belief.  After  Cole-be  was  wounded, 
he  accompanied  Governor  Phillip  to  the  banks  of  the  Hawkefbury, 
and  met  with  a  car-rah-dy,  who,  with  much  gefticulation  and  mum- 
mery, pretended  to  extras  the  barbs  of  two  fpears  from  his  fide, 
which  never  had  been  left  there,  or,  if  they  had,  required  rather  the 
aid  of  the  knife  than  his  incantations  to  extradl  them ;  but  his  patient 
was  iatisfied  and  thought  himielf  perfedly  cured. 

During 
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During  the  time  that  Boo-roong,  a  native  girl,  lived  at  Sydnov,  fhe 
paid  occafional  vifits  to  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour.  From  one  of 
thefe  fhe  returned  extremely  ill.  On  being  queftioned  as  to  the  caufe, 
for  none  was  apparent,  llie  faid  that  the  women  of  Cam-mer-ray  had 
made  water  in  a  path  which  they  knew  fhe  was  to  pafs,and  it  had  made 
her  ill.  Thefe  women  were  inimical  to  her,  as  fhe  belonged  to  the 
Botany  Bay  diftrift.  On  her  intimating  to  them  that  fhe  found  her- 
felf  ill,  they  told  her  triumphantly  what  they  had  done.  Not  recover- 
ing, though  bled  by  a  furgeon,  (he  underwent  an  extraordinary  and 
fuperflitious  operation,  where  the  operator  fufFers  more  than  the  pa- 
tient. She  was  feated  on  the  ground,  with  one  of  the  lines  worn  by 
the  men  pafTed  round  her  head  once,  taking  care  to  fix  the  knot  in  the 
centre  of  her  forehead ;  the  remainder  of  the  line  was  taken  by  another 
girl,  who  fat  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  her,  and  with  the  end  of  it  fretted 
her  lips  until  they  bled  very  copioufly ;  Boo-roong  imagining  all  the 
time  that  the  blood  came  from  her  head,  and  paffed  along  the  line 
until  it  ran  into  the  girl's  mouth.  This  operation  they  term  be-an- 
ny,  and  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  women. 

Another  curious  inftance  of  their  fuperflition  occurred  among  fome 
of  our  people  belonging  to  a  boat  that  was  lying  wind-bound  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  harbour.  They  had  procured  fome  fhell-fifh,  and 
during  the  night  were  preparing  to  roafl  them/  when  they  were  ob- 
ferved  by  one  of  the  natives,  who  (hook  his  head,  and  exclaimed,  that 
the  wind  for  which  they  were  waiting  would  not  rife  if  they  roafted 
the  fiQi.  His  argument  not  preventing  the  failors  from  enjoying 
their  treat,  and  the  wind  adually  proving  foul,  they,  in  their  turn, 
gave  an  inftance  of  their  fuperflition  by  abufing  the  native,  and  attri- 
buting to  him  the  foul  wind  which  detained  them.  On  queftioning 
the  favage  refpefting  this  circumftance,  it  appeared  that  they  never 
broiled  fifh  by  night,  Thefe  people  tell  a  ftory  of  a  rock  falling  on 
and  crufhing  fome  natives  who  were  whiflling  under  it  j  for  which 
reafon  they  make  it  an  invariable  rule  never  to  whiflle  when  beneath 
.  a  rock. 

Among 
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Among  thchr  other  fuperftitions  was  one  which  might  be  naturally 
expeded  from  their  ignorance— a  belief  in  fpirits. 

Of  this  belief  there  were  feveral  accounts  obtained,  Ben*  nil-long, 
during  his  firft  acquaintance  at  the  fettlement^  defcribed  an  apparition 
as  advancing  to  a  perfon  with  an  uncommon  noife,  and  feizing  hold  of 
him  by  the  throat.  It  came,  he  faid,  flowly  along  with  its  body  bent,  and 
the  hands  held  together  in  a  line  with  the  face,  moving  on  till  it  feized 
the  party  to  whom  its  vifit  was  intended.  A  general  idea  prevails 
among  them,  that  by  fleeping  at  the  grave  of  a  deceafed  perfon,  they 
would,  from  what  happened  to  them  there,  be  freed  from  all  future 
apprehenfions  refpeding  apparitions ;  for  during  that  awful  fleep  the 
fpirit  of  the  deceafed  would  vifit  them,  feize  them  by  the  throat,  and, 
opening  them,  take  out  their  bowels,  which  they  would  replace  and 
clofe  up  the  wound.  They  acknowledged  that  very  few  chofe  to 
encounter  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the  folemnity  of  the  grave, 
and  the  vifitation  of  the  fpirit ;  but  that  fuch  as  were  fo  hardy 
became  immediately  car-rah-dys,  and  that  all  thofe  who  exercifed 
that  profelTion  had  gone  through  this  ceremony. 

To  the  (hooting  of  a  ftar  they  attach  a  great  degree  of  import- 
ance. Of  thunder  and  lightning  they  are  alfo  much  afraid ;  but 
believe  that  by  chaunting  fome  particular  words,  and  breathing  har^l, 
they  can  difpel  it. 

Diseases. 

Thofe  natives  who  live  on  the  fea-coaft,  from  chiefly  feeding  on 
fifh,  are  fubjedt  to  a  diforder  greatly  refembling  the  itch  ;  they  term  it 
Djee-ball  djee-ball.  It  is  fometimes  very  virulent,  and  renders  thofe 
af9i£ted  with  it  extremely  loathfome. 

In  the  year  1789  they  were  vifited  by  a  diforder  which  raged 
among  them  with  all  the  appearance  of  the  fmall-pox.  The  number 
that  it  fwept  oflT,  by  their  own  accounts,  was  incredible.  A  native 
who  at  that  time  refided  at  Sydney,  on  going  down  to  the  harbour  to 
look  for  his  former  companions,  was  defcribed  by  thofe  who  witaefled 

his 
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his  emotions  as  fufFering  the  extreme  of  agonjr;  He  looked  anxi- 
oufly  into  the  different  coves  that  they  vifited;  not  a  veftige  on  the 
fand  was  to  be  found  of  human  foot ;  the  excavations  in  the  jocks 
were  filled  with  putrid  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  vidtims  to  the 
diforder:  not  a  living  perfon  was  any  where  to  be  met  with.  It 
^feemed  as  if,  flying  from  the  contagion,  they  had  left  the  dead  to  bury 
the  dead.  He  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  in  filent  agony  for  fome 
time  ;  at  length  he  exclaimed,  '^  All  dead  !  all  dead  V^  and  then  hung 
his  head  in  mournful  filencc,  which  he  preferved  during  the  remainder 
of  their  cxcurfion.  Some  days  after,  he  learned  that  the  few  of  his  - 
companions  who  furvived  had  fled  up  the  harbour  to  avoid  the  pefti- 
lence  that  fo  dreadfully  raged.  This  poor  fellow's  fate  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned.  He  fell  a  vidim  to  his  own  hunianity,  when  feve- 
ral  of  his  countrymen  were  taken  to  the  town  covered  with  eruptions 
of  the  diforder,  which  had  not  confined  its  effeds  to  Port  Jackfon  ; 
for  on  vifiting  Broken  Bay  the  path  was  in  many  places  covered  with 
fkeletons,  and  the  fame  fpedacles  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  hollows 
of  moft  of  the  rocks  of  that  harbour. 

Notwithflanding  the  town  of  Sydney  was  at  this  time  filled  with 
children,  many  of  whom  vifited  the  natives  that  were  ill  of  the  difor- 
der, not  one  of  them  caught  it,  though  a  Nprth  American  Indian  be- 
longing to  Captain  Ball's  veffel  died  of  it. 

To  this  diforder  they  gave  the  name  of  Gal-gal-la  :  and  that  it  was 
the  fmall-pox  there  was  fcarcely  a  doubt ;  for  the  perfon  feized  with  it 
was  affected  exactly  as  Europeans  are  who  have  that  diforder ;  and  on 
many  that  had  recovered  from  it  were  feen  the  traces,  in  fome  the  ra- 
vages on  the  face. 

Whenever  they  feel  a  pain,  they  fallen' a  tight  ligature  round  the 
part,  thereby  flopping  the  circulation,  and  eafing  the  part  imme- 
diately affeded.  It  has  before  been  mentioned,  that  they  rapidly  reco- 
ver from  their  wounds:  even  a  fraclured  fkuU  confines  them  but  a 
ihort  time.  That  their  fkulls  fliould  be  frequently  fradtured  can  be 
no  matter  of  wonder,  when  it  is  recolleded  that  the  club  fecms  to  be 
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applied  alone  to  the  head.     The  women  who  are  ftruck  with  this  wea- 
pon always  fall  to  the  ground;  but  this  feldom  happens^to  the  men* 

Property. 

Their  fpears  and  (hields,  their  clubs  and  lines,  &c.  are  their  own 
property ;  they  are  manufadured  by  themfelves,  and  are  the  whole  of 
their  perfonal  eftate.  But,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  they  have  alfo 
their  real  eftates.  -  Ben  nil-long  gave  repeated  aflurances,  that  the 
ifland  Me-mel  (known  at  the  fettlement  by  the  name  of  Goat  Ifland), 
clofe  by  Sydney  Cove,  was  his  own  property ;  that  it  had  been  his 
father's,  and  that  he  fliould  give  it  to  By-gone,  his  particular  friend 
and  companion.  To  this  little  fpot  he  appeared  much  attached.  He 
Kkewife  fpoke  of  other  perfons  who  pofleffed  this  kind  of  hereditary 
property,  which  they  retained  undifturbed. 

Dispositions. 

They  are  revengeful^  jealous,  courageous,  and  cunning.  Tl^eir 
ftealing  on  each  other  in  the  night  for  the  purpofe  of  murder  muft  not 
be  imputed  to  them  as  a  want  of  bravery  j  but  as  the  eflfed  of  the  dia- 
bolical fpirit  of  revenge  which  is  thus  fought,  to  make  furer  of  its  ob- 
jedl  than  it  coujd  have  done  if  only  oppofed  man  to  man  in  the 
field.  Their  condud  when  thus  oppofed,  the  conftancy  with  which 
they  endured  pain,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  accepted  a  fum- 
mons  to  the  fight,  are  furely  proofs  of  their  not  wanting  courage. 
They  difclaim  all  idea  of  any  fuperlority  that  is  not  perfonal ;  for 
when  Ben-nil-long  had  a  fliield,  made  of  tin  and  covered  with  leather, 
prefented  to  him  by  Governor  Phillip,  he  took  it  down  ivith  him  to 
the  harbour,  whence  he  returned  without  it,  faying  that  he  had  loft  it; 
but,  in  fad,  it  had  been  taken  from  him  and  deftroyed  by  his  coun-* 
trymen,  it  being  deemed  unfair  to  cover  hi mfelf  with  fuch  a  guard. 

They  might  have  been  honeft  before  the  white  people  came  among 
them,  not  having  much  to  covet  from  one  another  j  but  from  their 

3  D  new 
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new  friends  they  dole  every  thing  that  they  could.  While  they  only 
pilfered  what  could  gratify  their  appetites,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at ;  but  they  would  take  articles  of  which  they  could  not  poffibly 
know  the  ufe.  Early  in  the  fettlement  one  of  them  ftoleacafe  of  in- 
ftruments  from  the  pocket  of  one  of  the  medical  gentlemen ;  and 
could  he  have  been  watched  to  his  retreat,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but 
he  would  have  been  feen  to  lay  his  booty  upon  his  head,  as  an  orna- 
ment, the  place  to  which  at  fir  ft  every  thing  given  to  them  was 
ufually  configned. 

That  they  are  not  ftrangers  to  the  occafional  pradice  of  falfehood, 
is  apparent  from  the  words  truth  and  falfehood  being  found  in  their 
language ;  but,  independent  of  this,  proofs  are  not  wanting  of  their 
being  adepts  in  the  arts  of  evafion  and  lying  ;  and  when  doubts  have 
been  entertained  of  fome  of  their  tales,  they  would  with  much  earneft- 
nefs  affert  the  truth  of  them ;  and  when  fpeaking  of  other  natives 
they  have  as  anxioufly  wifhed  to  prove  that  they  had  told  nothing 
but  lies. 

Their  talent  for  mimickry  is  very  great.  Even  the  children  made 
it  a  favourite  diverfion  to  mimic  the  peculiarities  of  thofe  whom  they 
faw,  which  they  did  with  the  happieft  fuccefs. 

They  are  fufceptible  of  friendlhip,  and  capable  of  feeling  forrow  ; 
but  this  latter  fenfation  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  encouraging  long. 
At  the  funeral  of  a  native  boy,  the  father's  tears  were  feen  to  fall  plen- 
tifully, though  filently,  down  his  fable  cheek ;  but  in  a  little  time 
they  were  dried,  and  the  old  man's  face  indicated  nothing  but  the 
lapfe  of  many  years  which  had  pafled  over  his  head. 

With  attention  and  kind  treatment,  they  certainly  might  be  made  a 
very  ferviceable  people ;  they  were  frequently  employed  in  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  fettlement,  and  were  as  handy  and  as  ufeful  as  any 
other  perfons  could  have  been  ;  fome  of  them  were  likewife  engaged 
in  taking  the  farmer's  ftock  into  the  woods,  and  never  failed  to  bring 
home  the  right  numbers,  though  they  have  not  any  knowledge  of  nu- 
meration beyond  three  or  four. 

Their 
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Their  acquaintance  with  aftronomy  is  limited  to  the  names  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  fome  few  ftars,  the  Magellanic  clouds,  and  the  milky 
way.  Of  the  circular  form  of  the  earth  they  have  not  the  fmalleft 
idea  ;  but  imagine  that  the  fun  returns  over  their  heads  during  the 
night  to  the  quarter  whence  he  begins  his  courfe  in  the  morning. 

As  they  never  make  provifion  for  the  morrow,  except  at  a  whale- 
feaft,  they  always  eat  as  long  as  they  have  any  thing  left,  and  when 
fatisfied,  ftretch  themfelves  out  in  the  fun  to  fleep,  where  they  remain 
until  hunger  or  fome  other  caufe  calls  them  again  into  adion.  The 
men  frequently  indulge  a  great  degree  of  indolence  at  the  expence.of 
the  women,  who  are  compelled  to  fit  in  their  canoe,  expofed  to  the 
fervour  of  the  mid-day  fun,  fiour  after  hour,  chaunting  their  little 
fong,  and  inviting  the  fifti  beneath  them  to  take  their  bait;  for  without 
a  fufficieni  quantity  to  make  a  meal  for  their  tyrant^,  who  are  lying 
afleep  at  their  eafe,  they  would  meet  but  a  rude  reception  on  their 
landing. 

Funeral  Ceremonies. 
The  firft  peculiarity  noticeable  in  their  funeral  ceremonies  is,  the 
difpofal  of  their  dead :  their  young  people  they  confign  to  the  grave ; 
thofe  w^o  have  paffed  the  middle  age  are  burnt.  Ben-nil-long  burnt 
the  body  of  his  firft  wife  Ba-rang-a-roo,  who  was,  at  the  time  of  her 
deceafe,  turned  of  fifty.  The  interment  of  Ba-loo-der-ry,  the  boy 
before  mentioned,  was  accompanied  with  many  ceremonies.  From 
being  one  day  in  perfed  health,  he  was  the  next  taken  to  the  hofphal 
extremely  ill,  and  attended  by  Ben-nil-long,  who  was  found  finging 
over  him,  and  making  ufe  of  thofe  means  which  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition  pointed  out  to  him  to  recover  his  health.  The  patient  lay  ex- 
tended on  the  ground,  appearing  to  be  in  much  pain.  Ben-nil-long 
applied  his  mouth  to  thofe  parts  of  the  boy's  body  which  he  thought 
were  affeacd,  breathing  ftrongly  on  them,  and  finging :  at  times  he 
waved  over  him  fome  boughs  dipped  in  water,  holding  one  in  each 
hand,  and  appearing  much  interefted  fof  him.      On  the  following 

3  ^  ^  morning 
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morning  he  was  vifited  by  a  car-rah-dy,  who  had  come  cxprefs  from 
the  North  Shore/  This  man  threw  himfelf  into  various  diftortions^ 
applied  his  mouth  to  different  parts  of  his  patient's  body,  and  at 
length,  after  appearing  to  labour  much,  and  to  be  in  great  pain,  fpit 
out  a  piece  of  bone  (which  he  had  previoufly  procured).  Here  the 
farce  ended,  and  the  car-rah-^dy  withdrew  to  partake  of  fuch  fare  as. 
the  friends  of  the  Tick  lad  had  to  give  him.  During  the  night  Ba-loo« 
der-ry's  fever  increafed,  and  he  died  early  in  the  following  morning. 
This  was  immediately  notified  by  a  violent  clamour  among  the  women 
and  children  ;  and,  Ben- nil-long  foon  after  going  to  Government-^ 
houfe,  it  was  agreed  between  him  and  his  Excellency  that  the  body 
fhould  be  buried  in  his  garden. 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  depofited  in  9  hut  near  the  fpot,  fet  apart 
for  its  reception  ;  feveral  natives  attending,  and  the  women  and  chiU 
dren  lamenting  and  howling  mofl  inharmonioufly ;  when,  without 
any  provocation,  two  of  the  men  had  a  conteft  with  clubs ;  at  the 
fame  time  a  few  blows  pafled  between  fome  of  the  women :  fpears 
were  alfo  thrown,  but  evidently  as  a  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  not 
with  intention  of  doing  injury  to  any  one.  At  the  requefl  of  Ben- 
niHong,  a  blanket  was  laid  over  the  corpfe,  and  Cole-be,  his  friend, 
fat  by  the  body  all  night,  nor  could  be  prevailed  on -to  quit  it. 

They  remained  filent  till  one  in  the  morning,  when  the  womfn 
began  to  cry,  and  continued  for  fome  time.  At  day-light  Ben-nil- 
long  brought  his  canoe  to  the  place,  and,  cutting  it  to  a  proper  length, 
the  body  was  placed  in  it,  with  a  fpear,  a  fiz-gig,  a  throwing-ftick, 
and  a  line  which  Ba-loo-der-ry  had  worn  round  his  waifl.  Some  time 
Was  occupied  in  adjufting  this  bufmefs,  during  which  the  men  were 
filent ;  but  the  women,  boys,  and  children,  uttered  the  mofl  difmal 
lamentations.  The  father  flood  alone,  and  unemployed,  a  filent  ob-* 
ferver  of  all  that  was  doing  about  his  deceafed  fon,  and  a  perfed  pic« 
ture  of  deep  and  unaffeded  forrow.  Every  thing  being  ready,  the 
men  and  boys  all  aflifled  in  lifting  the  canoe  with  the  body  from  the 
ground,  and  placing  it  on  the  heads  of  two  natives  I  fome  of  the  afl 

fiflants^ 
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fiftants  had  tufts  of  grafs  in  their  hands,  which  they  waved  backwards 
and  forwards  under  the  canoe,  while  it  was  lifting  from,  the  ground, 
as  if  they  were  cxorcifing  fome  evil  fpirit.  As  foon  as  it  was  fixed  on 
the  heads  of  the  bearers,  they  fet  off,  preceded  by  Ben- nil-long  and 
another  man,  both  walking  with  a  quick  ftep.  Mau-go-ran,  the  father, 
attended  them,  armed  with  his  fpear  and  throwing-ftick,  while  Ben- 
nil-long  or  his  companion  had  only  tufts  of  grafs,  which,  as  they 
went,  they  waved  about,  fometimes  turning  and  facing  the  corpfe,  at 
others  waving  the  tufts  of  grafs  among  the  buflies.  When  they 
fronted  the  corpfe,  the  head  of  which  was.  carried  foremoft,  the  bear- 
ers made  a  motion  with  their  heads  from  (ide  to  fide,  as  if  endeavour- 
ing to  avoid  the  people  who  fronted  them.  After  proceeding  thus  to 
fome  little  diftance,  Ben-nil-long's  companion  turned  afide  from  the 
path,  and  went  up  to  a  bufti,  into  which  he  feemed  to  look  very  nar- 
rowly, as  if  fearching  for  fomething  that  he  could  not  find,  and  waving 
about  the  tufts  of  grafs,  which  he  had  in  eit]|>er  hand.  Aft^r  this  fruit- 
lefs  fearch,  they  all  turned^  back,  and  w^tit:iMkiwaf6^eWhat  quicker 
pace  than  before.  On  their  drawing  njear  tjjje^^^^berekhe  women 
and  children  were  fitting  with  the  otH«t.g|g^2aSe-^^  two 

fpears  towards,  but  (evidently  intentionally)  fliort  of  them.  Here  Ben- 
nil-long  took  his  infant  child  in  his  arms  and  held  it  up  to  the  corpfe, 
the  bearers  endeavouring  to  avoid  it,  as  before  defcribed.  Be-dia  Be- 
dia,  the  brother  of  the  deceafed,  a  boy  of  five  yetirs  of  age,  was  then 
called  for,  but  came  forward  very  reludantly,  and  was  prefented  ia 
the  fame  manner  as  the  other  child.  After  this  they  proceeded  to  the 
grave,  which  had  been  prepared  in  the  Governor's  garden.  Twice 
they  changed  the  bearer  who  walked  the  foremoft  j  but  his  friend 
Collins  carried  him  the  whole  of  the  way.  Yel-lo-way  levelled  the 
earth,  and  then  ftrewed  fome  grafs  in  it ;  after  which  he  ftretched 
himfelf  at  his  length  in  the  grave,  firft  on  his  back  and  then  on  his 
right  fide.  Some  drums  had  attended  at  the  requeft  of  Ben-nil-long, 
and  two  or  three  marches  were  beat  while  the  grave  was  preparing  ; 
be  highly  approving,  and  pointing  at  the  time»  firft  to  the  deceafed^ 

and 
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and  then  to  the  fkies,  a^  if  there  was  fome  connexion  between  them 
at  that  moment.  On  laying  the  body  in  the  grave,  great  care  was 
taken  fo  to  place  it,  that  the  fun  might  look  at  it  as  it  pafled,  the  na- 
tives cutting  down  for  that  purpofe  every  (hrub  that  could  at  all  ob- 
ftrudl  the  view.  He  was  placed  on  his  right  fide,  with  his  head 
to  the  N.  W.  When  the  grave  was  covered  in,  feveral  branches  of 
(hrubs  were  placed  in  a  half  circle  on  the  fouth^fide  of  the  grave,  ex- 
tending them  from  the  foot  to  the  head  of  it.  Grafs  and  boughs  were 
iikewife  laid  on  the  top  of  it,  and  crowned  with  a  large  log  of  wood.This 
log  appeared  to  be  placed  there  for  fome  particular  purpofe  ;  for,  after 
Jtrewing  it  with  grafs,  the  placer  laid  himfelf  on  it  at  his  length  for 
fome  minutes,  with  his  face  towards  the  fky.  Every  rite  having  been 
performed,  the  party  retired,  fome  of  the  men  firft  fpeaking  in  a  me- 
nacing tone  to  the  women.  Cole-be  and  Wat-te-wal,  w-ho  feemed 
the  moft  particular  perfons  at  this  ceremony,  were  painted  red  and 
white  over  the  bread  and  flioulders,  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of 
Moo-by ;.  and  it  was  underftood,  that  while  they  were  fo  diftin- 
guiflied  they  were  to  be  very  fparing  in  their  meals. 

The  fpedtators  were  enjoined  on  no  account  to  mention  the  name  of 
the  deceafed  j  a  cuftom  which  they  rigidly  attended  to  themfelves 
whenever  any  one  died. 

Such  were  the  ceremonies  attendant  on  the  interment  of  Ba-loo« 
der-ry.  When  Ba-rang-a-roo  Da-ring-ha,  Ben-nil-long's  wife,  died, 
he  determined  at  once  to  burn  her,  and  requefted  the  Governor,  the 
Judge  Advocate,  and  the  furgeon,  to  attend  him.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  relations  and  a  few  others,  moftly  females. 

Collins,  the  native,  prepared  the  fpot  whereon  the  pile  was  to  be 
conftru^ed,  by  excavating  the  ground  with  a  ftick,  to  the  depth  of 
three  or  four  inches ;  and  on  the  part  (o  turned  up  were  firft  placed 
fmall  fticks  and  light  brufli-wood  ;  larger  pieces  were  then  laid  on 
each  fide  of  thefe ;  and  fo  on  till  the  pile  might  be  about  three  feet  in 
height,  the  ends  and  fides  of  which  were  thus  formed  of  dry  wood, 
while  the  middle  of  it  confifted  of  fmall  twigs  and  branches,  broken 

for 
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for  the  purpofe  and  thrown  together.  When  wood  enough  had  been, 
procured,  fomc  grafs  was  fprcad  over  the  pile,  and  the  corpfe,  covered 
with  an  old  blanket,  was  borne  to  it,  and  placed  with  the  head  towards 
the  North,  A  bafket,  with  the  fiftiing  apparatus  and  other  fmall  fur- 
niture of  the  deceafed,  was  placed  by  her  fide ;  and  Ben-nil-long 
having  laid  fome  large  logs  of  wood  over  the  body,  the  pile  was 
lighted  by  one  of  the  party.  Being  conftrufted  of  dry  wood,  it  was 
quickly  all  in  a  flame,  and  Ben-nil-long  himfelf  pointed  out  to  his 
Sydney  friends  a  black  fmoke  which  proceeded  from  the  centre  of  the 
pile  where  the  body  lay,  and  fignified  that  the  fire  had  reached  it. 
The  fpot  was  abandoned  long  before  the  laft  billet  was  confumed,  and 
Ben-nil-long  appeared  during  the  day  more  cheerful  than  had  been 
expedled,  and  fpoke  about  finding  a  nurfe  from  among  the  white 
women  to  fijckle  his  child. 

The  following  day  he  invited  the  fame  party  to  fee  him  rake  the 
afhes  of  his  wife  together,  and  they  attended  him  to  the  fpot  unac- 
companied by  any  of  his  own  people.  He  preceded  his  companions 
in  a  fort  of  folemn  filence,  fpeaking  to  no  one  until  he  had  paid  Ba- 
rang-a-roo  the  laft  duties  of  a  hufband.  In  his  hand  he  had  the  fpear 
with  which  he  meant  to  punifh  the  car-rah-dy  for  non-attendance  on 
his  wife  when  (he  was  ill,  with  the  end  of  which  he  raked  the  calci- 
ned bones  and  aflies  together  in  a  heap.  Then,  laying  the  fpear  upon 
the  ground,  he  formed  with  a  piece  of  bark  a  tumulus  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  a  well  pra£tifed  grave-digger,  carefully  laying  the  earth 
round,  fmoothing  every  little  unevennefs,  and  paying  a  fcrupulous  at- 
tention to  the  exad  proportion  of  its  form.  On  each  fide  the  tumulus 
he  placed  a  log  of  wood,  and  on  the  top  of  it  depofited  the  piece  of 
bark  with  which  he  had  fo  carefully  efFeded  the  conftrudion.  When 
all  was  done,  he  afked  his  friends  "  if  it  was  good,"  and  appeared  plea- 
fed  when  afTured  that  it  was  fo. 

His  deportment  on  the  occafion  was  folemn  and  manly,  and  ex- 
preffive  filence  marked  his  conduct  throughout  the  fcene.  The 
gentlemen,  attended  him  as  filentJy,  and  with  clofe  obfervation.     He 

did 
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did  not  fufTer  any  thing  to  divert  him  from  the  budnefs  that  he  had  in 
hand,  nor  did  hefeem  to  be  in  the  leaft  defirous  to  have  it  quickly 
difpatched;  but  paid  this  lad  rite  with  an  attention  that  did  honour  to 
his  feelings  as  a  man,  as  it  feemed  the  refult  of  an  heart-felt  afFedioa 
for  the  objedt  of  it,  of  whofe  perfon  nothing  now  remained  but  a  piece 
or  two  of  calcined  bone.  When  his  melancholy  work  was  ended,  he 
ftood  for  a  few  moments  with  his  hands  folded  over  his  bofom,  and 
his  eye  fixed  upon  his  labours  in  the  attitude  of  a  man  in  profound 
thought.  Perhaps  in  that  fhort  interval  of  time  many  ideas  prefented 
themfelves  to  his  imagination.  His  hands  had  juft  completed  the 
lad  fervice  that  he  could  render  to  a  woman,  who,  no  doubt,  had  been 
ufeful  to  him  ;  one  to  whom  he  was  certainly  attached,  and  one  who 
had  left  him  a  living  pledge  of  fome  moments  at  leaft  of  endear ment# 
Perhaps  under  the  heap  which  his  hands  had  raifed,  and  on  which 
his  ey^s  were  fixed,  his  imagination  traced  the  form  of  her  whom  he 
might  have  fought  for,  and  whom  he  was  now  never  to  behold  again. 
Perhaps,  when  turning  from  the  grave  of  his  deceafed  companion, 
he  direded  all  his  thoughts  to  the  prefervation  of  the  little  one  that 
fhe  had  left  him  ;  and  when  he  quitted  the  fpot,  his  anxiety  might 
be  directed  to  the  child,  with  the  idea  that  he  might  one  day  fee  his 
Ba-rang-a-roo  revive  in  his  little  motherlefs  Dil-boong. 

In  conformity  to  their  cuftom  of  not  pronouncing  the  name  of  the 
deceafed,  two  females  called  Ba-rang-a-roo  loft  that,  and  took  other 
names.  One  of  thefe  (Cole-be's  wife)  furvived  her  but  a  fhort  time, 
dying  of  a  confumption  brought  on  by  fuckling  a  little  girl  who  was 
at  her  brcaft  when  ^le  died.  This  circumftance  led  to  the  knowledge 
of  a  curious  but  horrid  cuftom  which  obtains  among  thefe  people. ' 
The  mother  died  in  the  town  ;  and  when  (he  was  taken  to  the  grave, 
her  corpfe  was  carried  to  the  door  of  every  hut  and  houfe  that  fhe 
had  been  accuftomed  to  enter  during  the  latter  days  of  her  illnefs,  the 
bearers  prefenting  her  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  were  ufed  at  the 
funeral  of  Ba-loo-der-ry,  when  the  little  girl  Dil-boong  and  the  boy 
Bc-dia  Be-dia  were  placed  before  his  corpfe. 

8  Whn 
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When  the  body  was  laid  in  the  grave,  the  by-ftanders  were  amazed 
to  fee  the  father  himfelf  place  the  living  cliild  hi  it  with  the  mother. 
Having  laid  the  child  down,  he  threw  upon  it  ai  large  ftone,  and  the 
grave  was  inftantly  filled  up  by  the  other  natives.  The  whole  bufinefs 
was  fo  momentary,  that  the  vifitors  had  not  time  or  prefence  of  mind 
to  prevent  it  ;  and  on  fpeaking  of  it  to  Cole-be,  he,  fo  far  from  think- 
ing it  inhuman,  juftified  the  extraordinary  aft,  by  faying,  that  as  no 
woman  could  be  found  to  nurfe  the  child,  it  mud  have  died  a  worfe 
death  than  that  to  which  he  had  put  it.     From  fimilar  circuraftances 
sifterwards  occurring,  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  cuftom 
always  prevails  among, them;  ajid  this  may  in  fome  degree  account 
for  the  thinnefs  of  population  which;  has  been  obferved  amon^  the 
natives  of  the  country. 

The  annexed  PLATE  reprefents  the  burning  of  a  native  who  was 
tilled  by  a  tree  falling  on  him  ;  the  fame  ceremonies  were  performed 
on  this  occafion  as  have  been  before  related* 

Language. 

In  giving  an  account  of  an  unwritten  language  many  difficulties 
occur.  For  things  cognizable  by  the  external  fenfes,  names  may  be 
eafily  procured  ;  but  not  fo  for  thofe  which  depend  on  adion,  or  ad* 
drefs  themfelves  only  to  the  mind  ;  for  inftance,  a  fpear  was  an  objed 
both  vifible  and  tangible,  and  a  name  for  it  was  eafily  obtained  ;  but 
the  ufe  of  it  went  through  a  number  of  variations  and  inflexions,- 
which  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  afcertain  ;  indeed  the  infinitive* 
mood  of^ny  one  of  their  verbs  could  not  be  fixed  with  any  degree  of 

certainty^ 

.  Their  language  is  extremely  grateful  to  the  ear,  being  in  many  in- 
fiances  expreffive  and  fonorous.  It  certainly  has  no  analogy  with  any 
other  known  language,  one  or  two  inftances  excepted.  The  dialed 
fpoken  by  the  natives  at  Sydney  not  only  differs  entirely  from  that 
left  by  Captain  Cook  of  the  people  with  whom  he  had  intercourfe  to 
the  northward  (abput  Endeavour  river),  but  alfo  fro  n  that  fpoken  by 

3  E  thofe 
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thofe  natives  who  lived  at  Port  Stephens,  and  to  the  fouthward  of 
Botany  Bay  (about  Adventure  Bay),  as  well  as  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hawke{bury.  People  from  the  northward  had  been  met  with,  who 
could  not  be  exadly  underftood  by  the  Sydney  natives ;  but  this  is 
not  fo  wonderful,  as  that  people  living  at  the  diftance  of  only  fifty  or 
fixiy  miles  (hould  call  the  fun  and  moon  by  different  names :  fuch, 
however,  was  the  fad. 

A  fenfible  difference  was  often  remarked  on  hearing  the  fame  word 
founded  by  two  people  ;  and,  in  fa<a,  they  have  been  obferved  fome- 
times  to  differ  from  themfelves,  fubftituting  the  letter  b  for^,  and  g  for 
r,  and  vke  verfa.  In  their  alphabet  they  have  neither  y* nor  1; ;  and 
fome  of  their  letters  would  require  a  new  charadcr  to  afcertain  them 
precifely.     The  following  are  Tbe  Words  of  a  Song: 

Mang-en-ny-wau-yen-go-naby  bar-ri.boo-lahy  bar-re  mah. 

This  they  begin  at  the  top  of  their  voices,  and  continue  as  long  as 
they  can  in  one'  breath,  finking  to  the  loweft  note,  and  then  rifing 
again  to  the  higheft.     The  words  are  the  names  of  deceafed  perfons, 

E'i-ab  wan-ge^wab^  cbian-^gOy  ivan^e-go :  the  words  of  another 
fongj  fung  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding,  and  of  the  fame 
meaning. 


The  foregoing  account  of  the  natives  of  New  South  Wales,  with 
their  cuftoms  and  language,  might  have  been  much  enlarged,  had  not 
the  Author  chofen  to  mention  only  fuch  fa<f3:s  refpefting  which,  after 
much  attention  and  inquiry,  he  could  fatisfy  his  mind.  That' they  are 
ignorant  favages  cannot  be  difputed ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  do  nor,, 
in  the  foregoing  pages,  appear  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  becoming 
one  day  civilized  and  ufefuJ  members  of  fociety. 


ACCOUNT 

OF    THE 

ENGLISH  COLONY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES, 

CONTINUED 

TO    THE    YEAR    i8oi; 

INCLVDINO 

An  Account  of  a  Voyage  performed  by  Captain  Flinders  and  W.  Bqfs; 
by  which  the  Exifence  of  a  Strait  feparating  Van  Dieman^s  Land 
from  the  Continent  of  New  Holland  was  cfcertained :  AbftraSledfrom 
the  Journal  of  Mr.  Bqfs. 

[by  the  author  of  the  foregoing  NARRATirE»^] 
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CHAR     XVII. 

REGULATIONS    AND    PROCEEDINGS     OF    THE     GOVERKGR. — A    MAN     FOUND 

DEAD.  — A  WOMAN  MURDERED. CHARACTER  OF  THE  SETTLERS  AT  THE 

RIVER.— HOUSES  NUMBERED  AT  SYDNEY. — BENNiLLONG  CLAIMS  PRO- 
TECTION FROM  THE  GOVERNOR.— WEATHER  IN  OCTOBER. — TWO  VIC- 
TUALLERS ARRIVE    FROM    ENGLAND. — CIVIL    APPOINTMENT. A  CRIMl* 

NAL  COURT  HELD. — EXECUTIONS. — ONE  MAN  HUNG  IN  CHAINS.— EFFECT 

OF  THIS  UPON  THE  NATIVES. A    GENERAL  MUSTER. — REGULATIONS.— 

A  NATIVE  GIRL  MURDERED. — WEATHER.— THE  GOVERNOR  VISITS  RICH- 

MOND  HILL. — HIS  TRANSACTIONS  THERE. A  STACK  OF  WHEAT  BURNT. 

—THE  clergyman's  ATTENTION  TO  THE  CHILDREN.— THE  GOVERNOR 
GOES  TO  BOTANY  BAY.— GEORGE*S  RIVER. — LIGHTNING  AND  ITS  EFFECTS. 
THE  NATIVES. — WEATHER.— NUMBER  OF  MEN  NOT  VICTUALLED  BY  GO- 
VERNMENT WHO   HAD  BEEN  CONVICTS.— AN  EXTRAORDINARY  THEFT. 

COURT   OF    CRIMINAL  JUDICATURE  TWICE  HELD. ONE    MAN    SUFFERED 

0XATII. — THE  NATIVES  ATTACK  THE- SETTLERS. — WEATHER. 

npHE  very  flattering  reception  which  the  preceding  account  of  the 
Englifh  Colony  in  New  South  Wales  had  experienced  from  a 
candid  and  liberal  public,  induced  the  Author  to  continue  his  labours 
in  the  charader  of  its  hiftorian  ;  having  been  favoured  with  materials 
for  the  purpofe,  on  the  authenticity  of  which  he  could  fafely  ftake 
his  credit. 

In  a  fettlement  which  was  flill  in  a  great  meafure  dependant  upon 
the  mother  country  for  food,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  con- 
viiSs  would  have  endeavoured  by  their  own  induftry  to  have  increa- 
fed,  rather  than  by  robbery  and  fraud  to  have  leffened,  the  means  of 
their  fupport ;  but  far  too  many  of  them  were  moft  incorrigibly  flagi- 
tious, which  determined  the  Governor  to  proceed  with  adiivity  in 
rcdifyii^g  the  abufes  that  had  imperceptibly  crept  into  the  colony* 
According  to  thia  plan^   he  began  by  arranging  the  miifter  lifts  that 

had 
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had  lately  been  taken ;  in  which  many  impofitions  were  deteded,  and 
the  delinquents  ordered  to  labour,  after  having  inflided  on  them  fuch 
punifhments  as  their  refpeftive  offences  feemed  to  demand :  by  this 
circumftance  he  was  enabled  to  recover  at  lead  one  hundred  men  for 
Government  work. 

Exclufive  of  the  advantage,  which  attended  the  recruiting  of  the 
public  gangs  in  this  way,  another  point  was  eftabliflied  by  this  exa- 
mination, the  difcovering  of  feveral  who  had  been  vidualled  from 
the  ftores  beyond  the  period  (eighteen  months)  which  had  been  fixed, 
and  confidered  by  Government  as  a  fufiicient  time  to  enable  an  in- 
duftrious  man  to  provide  for  himfelf. 

Direding  his  attention  alfo  to  the  morality  of  the  fettlement,  a  point 
which  he  could  not  venture  to  promife  himfelf  he  Ihould  fpeedily 
attain,  he  iffued  fome  neceffary  orders  for  enforcing  attendance  on 
divine  fervice,  and  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  the  fabbath  better 
obferved  than  it  had  been  for  fome  time  paft. 

On  the  1 6th,  fome  people  who  went  to  cut  wood  at  the  North  Shore 
found  a  man's  hat,  and  a  large  hammer  lying  by  it.  One  fide  of  the 
hat  had  apparently  been  beaten  in  with  the  hammer,  which  was 
bloody  J  and  much  blood  was  alfo  found  in  the  hat,  as  well  as  about 
the  fpot  where  it  was  difcovered.  It  was  conjedured,  iKat  a  man 
who  had  been  working  there  with  fome  carpenter's  tools  had  been 
murdered  ;  and  upon  its  being  made  known  to  the  Governor,  feveral 
perfons  were  fent  to  fearch  for  the  body,  which  was  found  thrown 
over  the  cliff,  and  near  the  water  fide.  The  fcull  was  found  beaten  in, 
which  had  doubtlefs  occafioned  his  death. 

This  fhocking  circumftance  was  followed  (hortly  after  by  another 
equally  atrocious :  a  murder  which  was  committed  by  a  man  on  the 
perfon  of  a  woman  with  whom  he  cohabited.  It  appeared,  that  they 
had  both  been  intoxicated  and  had  quarrelled  on  the  night  preceding 
the  murder.  This  made  the  fifth  circumftance  of  the  kind  which  had 
occurred  within  the  laft  twelve  months ;  and^fo  exceffively  abandoned 
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were  the  people,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  obtain  fufficicnt  proof 
to  convi£t  the  offender* 

From  the  acceffion  of  numbers  to  the  public  gangs,  the  different 
works  in  hand  at  Sydney  and  Parramatta  went  rapidly  on ;  among 
thefe,  was  the  eredion  of  a  granary,  feventy-two  feet  in  length,  and 
twenty-two  in  breadth.  Boats  were  likewife  fent  round  to  the  Hawkef- 
bury  for  various  articles,  fuch  as  timber,  fliingles,  and  grain.  It  has 
been  fhewn,  in  the  preceding  account  of  this  colony,  that  the  farms 
upon  the  fertile  banks  of  that  river  were  fuperior,  in  point  of  foil,  to 
any  near  the  principal  fettlement ;  and  that,  had  they  been  in  the 
hands  of  good  and  induftrious  characters,  they  would  have  produced 
abundant  crops,  and  enriched  their  owners.  But  every  day's  expe- 
rience evinced,  that  the  people  thus  fortunately  fuuated  were,  un- 
luckily, fome  of  the  moft  profligate  wretches  in  the  colony  ;  and  their 
diftance  from  the  immediate  feat  of  Government  added  much  to 
the  inconvenience.  Such  of  thefe  farms  as  were  fituated  on  the  low 
grounds  were  often  found  overflowed  after  very  heavy  falls  of  rain  ; 
but  this  circumftance  was  no  way  injurious  to  the  farmer,  unlefs  it 
happened  when  the  grain  was  ripening. 

Among  other  local  arrangements  which  took  place,  and  were  ex- 
tremely ufeful,  mud  be  reckoned  the  numbering  of  the  houfes  of  the 
towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  and  dividing  them  into  portions  • 
with  a  principal  inhabitant  at  the  head  of  each  diviifion,  who  was 
charged  with  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  diftridl  in  which  he 
lived. 

Ben-nil-long,  who  had  returned  to  all  the  habits  of  favage  life, 
claimed  the  protedion  of  the  Governor  from  the  menaces  of 
feveral  of  his  countrymen,  who,  he  with  much  agitation  informed 
him,  had  affembled  in  a  confiderablc  body  near  the  brick  fields,  to 
lie  in  wait  for  him  j  and  where,  if  poffible,  they  meant  to  kill  him, 
he  having,  as  they  fufpe£ted,  killed  a  man  near  Botany  Bay.  This 
he  pofitively  denied  having  done,  and  the  Governor  difpatched  him 
to  the  place,  guarded  by  fome  of  the  military,  where  he  explained  to 
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his  countrymen  that  he  had  not  killed  the  man  in  queftion,  or  any 
man  j  and  that  the  foldiers  were  fent  with  him,  to  convince  them  that 
the  Governor  would  not  fufFer  him,  hh  old  friend  and  fellow  voyager 
(it  muft  be  remembered  that  Ben-nil-long  returned  from  England  with 
the  Governor),  to  be  ill-treated  by  them,  on  any  falfe  pretence;  and' 
that  he  was  determined  to  drive  every  native  away  from  Sydney  wh<3 
fhould  attempt  it.  This  threat  had  its  cffeOi.  Miny  of  them  were 
much  alarmed  when  they  faw  in  what  manner  and  by  whom  Ben-nil- 
long  was  attended  ;  and  to  be  driven  from  a  place  whence  they  de-- 
rived  fo  many  comforts,  and  fo  much  fhelter  in  bad  weather,  would 
have  been  feverely  felt  by  them. 

In  the  firft  part  of  0<3:ober  the  weather  had  been  unfavourable;  but 
about  the  middle  fome  fliowers  fell  very  feafonably  for  the  harveft. 

November  opened"  with  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  vidual- 
ler,  from  Engliand.  She  had  failed  in  company  with  the  Sylph,  which 
alio  had  provifions  for  the  fettlement  on  board,  but  which  did  not 
arrive  until  the  17th. 

The  ufeful  regulation  of  numbering  the  different  houfes  in  the  town 
of  Sydney,  particularly  thofe  in  the  occupation  of  the  convi^s,  was 
followed  up  by  another  equally  ferviceable,  which  direded  the  inha- 
bitants of  each  four  divifions  of  the  town  (for  into  that  number  it  was 
portioned  off)  to  meet,  and  from  among  themfclves  eled  three  of  the 
mod  decent  and  refpedable  characters,  who  were  to  be  approved  by 
the  Governor,  and  were  to  ferve  for  the  enfuing  year  as  watchmen, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing  a  proper  attention  to  the  good  order  and' 
tranquillity  of  their  refpedlive  divifions. 

Richard  Atkins,  Efq.  having  been  diredled  to  officiate  as  Judge  Ad- 
vocate of  the  colony,  in  the  abfence  of  the  gentleman  who  had  filled 
that  fituation  fince  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  fettlement,  and  who 
had  now  proceeded  to  England,  a  criminal  court  was  held  on  the 
23d,  when  fentence  of  death  was  paffed  upon  eight  prifoners  who 
were  capitally  convifted  ;  one,  of  the  murder  of  the  man  whofebody 
had  been  found  on  the  north  fhore  in  the  laft  month,  and  feven  of 
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robbing  the  public  ftore»houfe   at  Sydney  and  the  fettlement  at  the 
Hawkelbury.     Two  others  were  found  guilty  of  manflaughter. 

Of  thefe  miferable  people  five  were  executed,  purfuant  |o  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court.  The  public  juftice  of  the  country  being  fatisfied, 
the  Governor  extended  the  hand  of  mercy  to  the  remaining  three 
who  had  been  condemned  to  fufFer,  by  granting  them  a  conditional 
pardon. 

The  court  having  ordered  that  Francis  Morgan  fliould  be  hung  in 
chains  upon  the  fmall  ifland  which  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  har- 
bour, and  named  by  the  natives  Mat-te-wa-ye,  a  gibbet  was  accord- 
ingly eredled,  and  he  was  placed  there,  exhibiting  an  obje(fl  of  much 
greater  terror  to  the  natives,  than  to  the  white  people,  many  of  whom 
were  more  inclined  to  make  a  jeft,  of  it ;  but  to  the  natives  his  ap- 
pearance was  fo  frightful — his  clothes  (baking  in  the  wind,  and  the 
creaking  of  his  irons,  added  to  their  fuperftitious  ideas  of  ghofts  (for 
thefe  children  of  ignorance  imagined  that,  like  -a  ghoft,  this  man  might 
have  the  power  of  taking  hold  of  them  by  the  throat^  all  rendering 
him  fuch  an  alarming  object  to  them,  that  they  never  trufted  them- 
felves  near  him,  nor  near  the  fpot  where  he  hung,  which  until  that  time 
had  ever  been  with  them  a  favourite  place  of  refort. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  a  general  mufter  of  all  defcriptions  of 
people  took  place  over  every  part  of  the  colony  at  the  fame  hour ; 
for  it  had  been  found,  that  in  muftering  one  diftridt  at  a  time,  a  de- 
ception had  been  fuccefsfully  pradifed,  by  fome  running  from  one 
place  to  another,  and  anfwering  to  their  names  at  each,  thereby 
drawing  provifions  from  both  (lores,  having  previoufly  impofed  them- 
felves  on  the  refpedive  ftorekeepers  as  belonging  to  their  diftridt.  This 
could  not,  indeed,  have  long  continued,  if  the  ftorekeepers  had  beea 
properly  attentive  to  the  diredions  which  they  received ;  but  it  was 
almoft  impofTiblc  to  guard  againft  the  artful  and  well  contrived  decep- 
tions which  thefe  people  were  conftantly  playing  off,  to  impofe  upon 
propriety,  regulation,   and  good  order. 
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It  was  obferved  with  regret,  that  the  favage  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  inftead  of  lofing  any  part  of  their  native  ferocity  of  manners 
6y  an  intercourfe  with  the  Europeans  among  whom  they  dwelt, 
feemed  rather  to  delight  in  exhibiting  therafclves  as  monfters  of  the 
greateft  cruelty,  devoid  of  reafon,  and  guided  folely  by  the  impulfe  of 
the  word  of  paflions :  a  ftriking  proof  of  this  was  given  by  their 
condudt  to  a  little  native  girl  of  feven  years  old,  whom  they  inhumanly 
murdered.  The  father  and  mother  of  this  poor  child  belonged  to  a 
party  of  natives  who  had  committed  fo  many  depredations  upon  the 
fettlers  at  the  Hawkefbury,  attended  with  fuch  ads  of  cruelty,  as  to 
render  them  extremely  formidable  :  infomuch  that  it  became  neceflary 
to  fend  an  armed  party  in  purfuit  of  them.  They  were  foon  found,  and, 
being  fired  upon,  the  parents  of  this  little  female  were  among  thofe  who 
felK  She  was  with  them  at  the  time,  and  readily  accompanied  our 
people  to  the  fettlement,  where  (he  was  received.  Being  a  well-dif- 
pofed  child,  Ihe  foop  became  a  great  favourite  at  Government-houfc, 
where  Ihe  refided.  This,  and  her  being  a  native  of  the  country  of 
Broken  Bay,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  fome  of  the  natives  who  lived  at 
and  about  Sydney,  which  manifefted  itfelf  in  their  putting  her  to  death 
in  the  moft  cruel  manner.  The  body  was  found  in  the  woods,  fpeared 
in  feveral  places,  and  with  both  the  arms  cut  off;  whence  it  was  taken 
to  Sydney  and  buried.  The  Governor  was  much  incenfed  at  this  in- 
human adt,  and,  could  he  have  difcovered  the  offenders,  would  have  fe* 
verely  punifhed  them ;  but  they  had  withdrawn  into  the  woods. 

The  weather  during  the  month  had  been  very  bad ;  heavy  rains 
prevailing,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  and  wind  flrong  at  eaft,  which 
greatly  retarded  the  getting^in  of  the  harveft. 

The  Governor,  always  anxious  to  promote  the  good  of  the  fettle^ 
ment  by  every  means  in  his  power,  having  determined  to  vifit  at  that 
feafon  the  part  of  it  which  was  ficuated  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawke& 
bury,  fet  off  towards  the  latter  end  of  December,  with  a  party  of 
officers,  by  land,  to  Broken  Bay,  where  they  got  on  board  the  Colo- 
nial  Ichooner,  and  continued  in  her  two  days,  failing  up  that  pleafant 
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river ;  but  finding  her  progrefs  too  flow,  they  quitted  her  for  fome 
boats  which  had  accompanied  them;  and  by  the  end  of  the. mouth 
had  reached  as  high  up  as  fome  farms  which  had  lately  been  evacuated 
in  confequence  of  the  depredations  that  the  owners  of  them  had  beea 
expofed  to  from  the  numerous  parties  of  natives.  The  ground 
hereabout  was  cawfuHy  examined,  to  fee  if  it  would  admit  fuch  a 
number  of  fettlers  as  might  be  fuflSciem  for  the  purpofe  of  mutual 
proteaion ;  but  it  was  found  inadequate  to  that  end,  the  limits  of  it 
©n  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  the  foil  was  good,  being  much  toa 
Barrow. 

On  the  firft  of  January  1797,  the  Governor  had  reached  the  prin- 
cipal fettlement,  having  occafionally  landed  to  examine  into  the  ftate 
of  the  different  farms,  as  well  as  to  fettle  difputes  relative  to  property^ 
and  adjuft  difierences  between  the  fettkrs  and  their  hired  fervants. 
•    Having  had  previous  notice,  a  general  mufter  of  thefe  people  toolc 
place ;  when  many  impofitions  were  found  to  be  ftiJl  pradifed  :  after 
redkifying  whkh,  the  Governor  reminded  fevcral  of  the  farmers  that 
they  were  confiderably  indebted  to- the  public  (lore  for  the  feed  from, 
which  their  prefent  abundant  crops  had  been  produced,  and  direded- 
that  a  quantity  equal  to  that  which   they  had  borrowed  fliould  forth- 
with  be  repaid.     This  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  infift  upon,  a* 
there  were  but  very  few  among  them  who^  would  have  been  found 
with  principle  fufficient  to  have  done  it  of  their  own  accord. 
.     Before  the  party  returned,  they  afcended  Richmond-hill,  on  the 
fummit  of  which  a  large  fmoke  was  made  at  noon;  at  the  fame  time 
afimilar  fmoke  was  made  on  Profpeft-hill,  which  was  very  diftinaiy 
feen,  and  its  bearings  taken,  to  afcertain  the  relative  fituation  of  the: 
two  hills.     This  bearing,  which  was  S.  35''  00'  E.  by  compafs,  gave 
with  the  latitude  obferved  on  each,  the  diftance  between  the  two  hills^ 
about  eighteen  miles  in  a  direft  line. 

By  this  bearing,  fhould  there  be  occafion  hereafter,  a  road  through- 
the  woods,  from  the  Head  of  the  Hawkelbury,  might  be  cut  in.  the 
ihortcft  and  moil  dired  way  to  Parramatta. 
.  .  6        V  At 
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At  the  ti'Cad  of  this  river,  and  upon  the  banks  of  that  named  the 
Nepean,  there  was  known  to  be  a  traft  of  excellent  land,  as  rich  as 
any  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkefbury  which  was  then  under  cultiva* 
tion,  and  where,  at  fome  future  period,  a  fcttlement  might  be  advan« 
tageoufly  eftablifticd. 

The  Governor,  on  reaching  Toongabbe,  had  the  mortification  of 
feeing  a  ftack  containing  eight  hundred  bu(hels  of  wheat  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  the  country  round  this  place  every  where  in  flames: 
unfortunately,  much  wheat  belonging  to  Government  was  flacked 
there.  The  fire  had  broke  out  in  the  evening  ;  the  wind  was  high,^ 
the  Qight  extremely  dark,  and  the  flames  had  mounted  to  the  very  tops 
of  the  lofty  woods  that  fiirrounded  a  field  called  the  Ninety  Acres,  in 
which  were  feveral  ftacks  of  wheat.  The  appearance  was  alarming^ 
and  the  noife  occafioned  by  the  high  wind,  and  the  crackling  of  the 
flames  among  the  trees,  contributed  to  render  the  fcene  truly  awful. 

It  became  necefTary  to  make  every  eflfort  to  fave  this  field  and  its 
contents.  The  jail-gang,  who  worked  in  irons,  were  called  out,  and 
told,  that  if  the  wheat  was  faved  by  their  exertions,  their  chains  (bould 
be  knocked  ofE  By  providing  every  man  with  a  large  buQi,  to  beat 
off  the  fire  as  it  approached  the  grain  over  the  ftubble,  keeping  up  this 
attention  during  the  night,  and  the  wind  becoming  moderate  towards 
morning,  the  fire  was  fortunately  kept  off;  and  the  promife  to  the  jail- 
gang  was  not  forfeited. 

Although  at  this  fcafon  of  the  year  there  were  days  when,  from  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  atmofphere,  the  leaves  of  many  culinary  plants 
growing  in  the  gardens  were  reduced  to  a  powder,  yet  there  was  fome 
ground  for  fuppofing  that  this  accident  had  not  arifen  from  either  the 
heat  of  the  weather  or  the  fire  in  the  woods.  The  grain  that  was 
burnt  was  the  property  of  Government,  and  the  deftrudion  made 
room  for  as  many  bufhels  as  fbould  be  deflroyed,  which  muA  be  pur- 
chafed  from  the  fettlers  who  had  wheat  to  fell.  If,  however,  this  was 
the  diabolical  work  of  defigningfelfifli  villains,  they  had  art  enough  to 
bafSe  the  mod  minute  inquiry* 

-?  F  a  Oa 
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On  the  19th  of  the  month  the  Governor  went  on  an  excurfion  to 
Botany  Bay^  in  order  to  explore  George's  River  as  far  up  as  was  prac- 
ticable, and  to  examine  the  foil  upon  its  banks,  which  he  found  to  be 
df  good  quality,  and  confiderable  extent.  This  river,  which  was  obferved 
to  run  in  a  wefterly  direftion  about  twenty-five  miles  up  from  Botany 
Bay^  was,  in  many  parts  of  its  branches,  exceedingly  pidurefque ;  and 
navigable  for  fmall  craft,  for  at  leaft  twenty  miles  up.  Some  of  its 
creeks,  or  branches,  reached  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  Profpe<9: 
Hill.  Between  this  river  and  Parramatta,  the  Governor,  on  his 
seturn,  travelled  through  a  thick  bufhy  wood,  covering  an  excellent 
ibiK 

Erecting  a  granary,  completing  a  wind-mill,  and  repairing  the  public 
roads,  formed  the  principal  works  during  January;  in  which  the 
weather  had  been  mofl  uncomfortably  hot,  accompanied  with  fome 
fevere  thunder  dorms,  during  one  bf  which  both  the  flag-ftafFat  the 
South  Head,  and  that  at  the  entrance  of  the  Cove,  on  Point  Mafkelyne, 
were  fhivered  to  pieces  by  the  lightning.  The  vaft  blazes  of  fire 
which  were  feen  in  every  dire^ion,  and  which  were  freihened  by  every 
blaft  of  wind,  added  much  to  the  fufFocating  heat  that  prevailed. 

The  natives  excited  fome  little  degree  of  curiofity  by  aflembling  in 
the  beginning  of  February  at  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour ;  whither 
thofe  belonging  to  Sydney  immediately  repaired,  for  the  purpofe,  as 
it  was  reported,  of  meeting  them  in  fight ;  but  it  proved  to  be  nothing 
more  than  the  ufual  ceremony  which  a  native  of  Broken  Bay  un* 
derwent,  of  having  feveral  fpears  thrown  at  him,  for  having,  as  was 
faid,  killed  a  perfon  belonging  to  Port  Jackfon.  He  went  off  un- 
hurt, after  fuftaining  the  appearance  of  much  rage  and  violence  from 
tibe  friends  of  the  deceafed. 

Some  heavy  rain  fell  moft  feafonably  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month,  as  it  ferved  to  extinguifti  theftill  glowing  embera  of  the  vaft  fires 
which  had  furrounded  the  place,  and  which,  being  fcattered  over  the 
country  every  dry  and  windy  day,  occafioned  new  and  dreadful  con- 
flagrations.. 
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*  It  appeared  by  the  books  in  which  were  entered  the  certificates 
granted  to  the  convids  who  had  again  become  free  people^  that  there 
were  at  this  time  not  lefs  than  600  men  off  the  ftore  ;  forming  a  vaft 
dedu£tion  of  labouring  people  from  the  public  ftrength^  and  adding  a 
great  many  chances  againft  the  fafety  of  public  and  private  property^, 
as  well  as  perfonal  fecurity* 

Among  other  thefts  committed  during  March  was  part  of  die  fails 
belonging  to  the  mill.  Nothing  could  have  more  forcibly  marked  the 
inherent  depravity  of  fome  of  tbefe  mlfcreants  ;  for  this  machine  was 
neceflary  to  the  comfort  of  thofe  very  incDrrigible  vagabonds  whO' 
had  thus  for  a  time  prevented  its  being  of  ufe  to  themfelves  or 
others.  While  the  Governor  was  endeavouring  to  guard  againft 
the  injuries  that  might  be  done  by  thefe  depredators^  and  fuch  as  thefe,. 
the  fcttlers  found  themfelves  obliged  to  affemble  for  the  purpofe  of 
repelling  the  attacks  made  upon  them  by  the  natives.  The  pea- 
pie  at  the  Northern  Farm  had  been  repeatedly  plundered  of  their  pro- 
vifions  and  claathing  by  a  large  body  of  favages,  who  had  alfo' 
recently  killed  a  man  and  a  woman*  Exafperated  at  fuch  cruel 
and  wanton  condu£t^  they  armed  themfelves^  and,  after  purfuing  them 
a  whole  night,  came  up  with  a  party  of  more  than  a  hundred,  who,, 
on  difcovering  that  their  purfuers  were  armed,  fled ;  leaving  behind 
them  a  quantity  of  Indian  corn,  fome  mufket  balls,  and  other  things* 
which  they  had  plundered.  They  continued  to  follow, .  and  traced 
them  as  far  as  the  outlkirts  of  Parramatta.  Being  fatigued  with  their 
march,  they  entered  the  town,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  large  body  of  natives,  headed  by  Pe-mul-wy^  a  riotous, 
and  troublefome  favage.  Tbefe  were  known  by  the  fettlers  to  be  the 
fame  who  had  fo  frequently  annoyed  them  ;  and  they  intended,  if 
poflible,  to  feize  upon  Pe-mul-wy  j  who,  in  a  great  rage,  threatened  to* 
fpear  the  firft  man  that  dared  to  approach  him,  and  a£tually  did  throw 
a  fpear  at  one  of  the  foldiers.  The  conflift  was  now  begun ;  a.  mufket 
was  levelled  at  the  principal,  which  feverely  wounded  him.  Many 
fpears  were  then  thrown,  and  one  man  was  ftruck  in  the  arm  ;  upon* 

whichi 
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%vhich  the  fuperior  efFefk  of  the  fire-arms  was  (hewn  them,  and  five 
Avere  inftantly  killed,  Unpleafant  as  it  was  to  the  Governor,  that  the 
lives  of  fo  many  of  thefe  people  fhould  have  been  taken,  no  other 
courfe  could  poflibly  be  purfued ;  for  it  was  their  cuftom,  when  they 
<ibund  thcmfelves  more  numerous  and  better  armed  than  the  white 
people,  to  demand  with  infolence  whatever  they  c''?emed  proper ;  and, 
if  refufed,  to  have  recourfe  to  murder.  This  check,  it  was  hoped, 
would  have  a  good  effed :  and  Pe-mul-wy,  who  had  received  feven 
buck*{hot  in  his  head  and  different  parts  of  his  body,  was  taken  ex- 
tremely ill  to  the  hofpital.  This  favage  was  firft  known  in  the  fettlement 
by  the  murder  of  John  M*Intire  in  the  year  1790 ;  fince  which  he  had 
been  a  nioft  aftivc  enemy  to  the  fettlers,  plundering  them  of  their 
property,  and  endangering  their  perfonal  fafety. 

During  March,  upwards  of  100  men  had  been  occupied  in  agricul- 
ture at  Toongabbe.  A  wind-mill  was  to  be  ereded  at  Parramatta, 
where  the  ftone-mafons  and  carpenters  were  preparing  the  materials. 
At  Sydney,  a  gang  was  employed  in  making  bricks,  where  were 
alfo  completing  a  large  granary  and  a  ftrong  log-prifon.  All  the 
public  brick  buildings  were  likewife  undergoing  a  repair,  being  crumb- 
ling into  ruins,  as  were  all  the  boats  belonging  to  Government :  a  new 
flag-ftaff  had  likewife  been  ereded  at  South  Head.  The  weather  had 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  month  been  very  wet. 


CHAP^ 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

REPORT  REVIVED^  OF  A  WHITE  WOMAN  BEINa  WITH  THE  NATIVES.-— 
SOME  Civil.  REGULATIONS. — NATIVES  BURN  A  HOUSE. — THE  GOVERNOR 
GOES  ON  AN  EXCURSION. — PARTICULARS  THEREOF.— A  VALUABLE  TREE 
DISCOVERED.. — WEATHER. — THE  NATIVES  AGAIN  TROUBLESOME. — THE" 
SUPPLY  ARRIVES  FROM  THE  CAPE. — A  fiHIP  WRECKED  TO  THE  SOUTH- 
WARD.—PARTICULARS.— ASSISTANCE  SENT  TO  THE  WRECK. TWO  ACCI*' 

D£NTS.«— THE  BRITANNIA  ARRIVES  FROM  ENGLAND.- THE  GANGES  AR- 
RIVES FROM    IRELAN]^.— SOME  RC7NAWAYS  TAKEN.— THE    RELIANCE  AR-» 

RIVES   FROM  THE  CAPB. NEW   GAOL    FINISHED. THE  FRANCIS  RETURNS^ 

FROM    THE    WRECK.  — BOAT    MISSING. GALE  OF    WIND.— CATTLE    FROM 

THE  CAPE  LANDED.— COAL  DISCOVERED.— NATIVES,— BENNILLONG.— 
BOAT  SEI2ED  AND  CARRIED  OFF  TO  SEA.  — MOR£  COAL  FOUND;  AND  A. 
NEW  RIVER. — THE  PEOPLE  LEFT  BY  CAPTAIN  BAMPTuN  AT  NEW  ZEA» 
LAND  ARRIVE  AT  NORFOLK  ISLAND. — THE  DEPTFORD  ARRIVES  FROM. 
MADRAS. — EXCURSION  TO  THE  COW  PASTURE. — WALK  FROM  MOUNT  TAU- 
RUS  TO  THE    SEA    COAST. — WEATHER, ANOTHER  BOAT   CARRIED  OFF.-— 

THE  CRIMINAL  COURT  THRICE  ASSEMBLED. — PARTICULARS.r— NATIVES 
VERY  TROUBLESOME  }^  SEIZE  A  BOAT.— AN  AT;TklMPT  TO  SEIZF  ANOTHER 
BOAT  FRUSTRATED. — INGRATITUDE.— AN  AMPHIBIOUS  ANIMAL  DISCO- 
VE  RED. WE  ATHE  R» 

SOME  reports  having  agaiabeen  circulated,  rcfpeding  the  fituatlon. 
of  Mary  Morgan,  the  woman  faid  to  be  detained  among  the  na- 
tives to  the  fouthward  of  Broken  Bay,  a  boat,  with  fome  people  wha 
had  volunteered  the  fervice,  was  fent  to  the  north  part  of  that  harbour^ 
where  it  was  faid  fhe  had  been  lately  feen  with  fome  of  her  black 
friends.  The  people  were  directed,  if  poffible,  to  bring  her  away,  un- 
lefs  (he  preferred  the  life  that  (he  then  led  j  upon  which  more  than 
three  years'  experience  would  certainly  enable  her  to  decide-  They, 
were  abfent  about  tea  days,  and  returned  without  luccefs,  not  even 

having. 
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having  heard  any  thing  of  hen  Though  it  would  be  difficult  to  ima- 
gine to  what  purpofe  the  ftory  of  this  woman's  exiftencc  among  the 
natives  had  been  twice  fabricatedi  yet  that  it  had  been  a  mere  fabrica- 
tion from  the  firft  was  evident. 

In  confequence  of  fome  complaints  which  were  laid  before  the  Go- 
•vernor,  relative  tp  exorbitant  demands  made  by  the  public  bakers  upon 
thofe  who  had  occafion  to  employ  them,  and  of  the  impofitionspradifed 
as  well  in  the  quality  as  in  the  quantity  of  the  bread  returned  in  lieu 
of  the  flour  or  grain  delivered  to  them  ;  the  Judge  Advocate  and  two 
other  magiftrates  were  direded  to  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpofe  of 
inquiring  into  the  bufmefs,  as  well  as  for  examining  and  regulating 
the  weights  and  meafurcs  which  were  at  that  time  in  ufe  in  the 
colony.  An  order  was  at  the  fame  time  iflued,  recommending  to  the 
fettlers  of  every  diftri£t,  that,  as  much  pains  had  been  taken  to  eftablifli, 
agreeably  to  their  wiflies,  the  rate  of  wages  paid  for  all  kinds  of  labour, 
they  fliould  now  attend  ftri£tly  to  this  regulation.  There  were  reafons 
for  fufpedling  that,  notwithftanding  the  bond  which  they  had  entered 
into,  rigidly  to  adhere  to  the  regulations  which  had  been  eftabliihed 
for  their  benefit,  fome  among  them  were  fo  very  deficient  in  ho- 
ned principles  as  to  attempt  by  various  means  to  evade  the  regu^* 
lation,  to  the  great  injury  of  other  more  induftrious  and  more 
honourable  men.  In  order  the  more  readily  to  detect  a  practice 
fo  fliameful  and  iniquitous,  the  Governor  judged  it  requifite  to  hold 
out  a  reward  to  thofe  who  would  come  forward  and  give  fuch  in- 
formation as  Ihould  be  fufficient  to  prove  the  ofience,  by  ofTering 
one-third  of  the  fum  forfeited  to  the  informer.  The  fettlers  were 
alfo  called  upon  to  give  information  of  any  labouring  man  who, 
on  offering  himfelf  for  hire,  ihould  refufe  to  accept  the  regulated 
wages. 

The  natives  at  the  Hawkefbury  were  in  the  month  of  April  again 
very  troublefome.  After  plundering  one  fettler  of  all  that  they  could 
^arry  away,  they  burned  his  dwelling-houfe  and  a  ftack  of  wheat. 

On 


i79>-  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  409 

On  the  2 1  ft,  as  much  wheat  as  the  public  granaries  at  Sydney, 
Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkelbury,  could  contain,  having  been  receir- 
ed,  they  were  clofed  until  the  month  of  Auguft  following. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  Governor,  accompanied 
by  fome  gentlemen  of  the  fcttlement,  fet  off  from  Parramatta,  on  an 
excurfion,  in  which  he  meant  to  obtain  fome  knowledge  of  the  ground 
between  Duck  River  and  George's  River,  with  relpedl  botiv-  to  its 
quality  and  quantity.  This  tra<3:  was  walked  over,  and  much  excel- 
lent land  was  found,  well  provided  with  frefli  water  in  chains  of 
large  deep  ponds.  On  this  ground  fome  of  the  marine  corps,  having 
completed  their  fervice,  were  defirous  of  being  fettled.  Thence  the 
Governor  and  his  party  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  flopped  at  a 
point  near  Botany  Bay,  where  they  met  with  feveral  parties  of  natives, 
among  whom  was  Pe-muUwy,  who,  having  perfedly  recovered  from 
his  wounds,  had  efcaped  from  the  hofpital  with  an  iron  about  his  leg. 
He  faw  and  fpoke  with  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  party  ;  enquiring 
of  him  if  the  Governor  was  angry,  and  feemed  pleafed  at  being  told 
that  he  was  not ;  notwithftanding  which,  there  could  be  but  little 
doubt  that  his  favage  brutal  difpofition  would  manifeft  itfelf  whenever 
excited  by  the  appearance  of  an  unarmed  man. 

During  the  month  of  April,  a  tree  was  for  the  firft  time  obferved 
growing  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkefbury,  the  bark  of  which,  when 
fonked  in  water,  and  beaten,  was  found  to  be  as  good  as  hemp  for  cor- 
dage ;  fplnning  eafily,  and  being  remarkably  ftrong.  This  tree  grevr 
from  fifty  to  feventy  feet  high  ;  its  diameter  was  from  the  fmalleft 
fize  to  a  foot,  and  it  appeared  to  be  of  quick  growth-  This  was  rather 
a  fortunate  difcovcry  ;  for  every  kind  of  cordage  belonging  to  the  fet- 
tlement  was  wholly  expended. 

Much  rain  had  fallen  during  the  month  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  a  heavy  fquall  of  wind  came  on,  which,  for  want  of  proper  care 
on  the  part  of  thofe  at  the  wind-mill,  fet  it  a-going  in  fo  violent  a  man- 
ner, that  while  flying  round  with  great  velocity,  a  running  ftone  was 
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broken  to  pieces  *;  one  .of  which  fo  fcverely  wounded  the  mill-wright 
that  hrs  life  was  defpaired  of. 

Notwithftanding  the  example  which  had  lately  been  made  of  the 
natives,  they  were  again  exceedingly  troublefome  to  the  fettlers,wound- 
ing  their  perfons  and  deftroying  their  property.  The  fettlers  in  Lane 
Cove  were  fo  perpetually  alarmed  by  them,  that  they  colleded  their 
whole  force,  and,  a  few  foldiers  being  fent  to  their  afliftance,  went 
out  in  the  night ;  when,  being  direded  by  their  fires  to  the  place  where 
they  lay,  they  difcovered  a  large  body  of  natives  colleded,  no  doubt 
for  the  purpofc  of  attacking  and  plundering  the  fettlers.  Being  un- 
willing to  take  any  of  their  lives,  a  volley  of  mufketry  was  fired  over 
their  heads,  which  fo  alarmed  them,  that  they  inftantly  fled,  leaving 
behind  them  their  fpears,  &c. 

It  was  diftrefling  to  obferve,  that  every  endeavour  to  civilize  thefe 
people  proved  fruitlefs.  Although  they  lived  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  different  fettlements,  were  kindly  treated,  fed,  and  often  cloath- 
ed,  yet  they  v^re  never  found  to  poffefs  the  fmalleft  degree  of  grati- 
tude for  fuch  favours.  Even  Ben- nil-long  was  as  deftitute  of  this  qua- 
lity as  the  moil  ignorant  of  his  countrymen.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
fa£t,  that  even  their  children,  who  had  been  bred  up  among  the  white 
people,  and  who,  from  being  accuftomed  to  follow  their  manner  of 
living,  it  might  have  been  imagined,  would  be  little  difpofed  to  relifh 
the  life  of  their  parents,  when  grown  up,  have  quitted  their  comfor- 
table abodes,  females  as  well  as  males,  and  taken  to  the  fame  favage 
mode  of  living,  where  the  fupply  of  food  wasoften  precarious,  their 
comforts  unworthy  to  be  called  fuch,  and  their  lives  perpetually  in 
danger.  As  a  proof  of  the  little  perfonal  fafety  which  they  enjoyed, 
a  young  woman,  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Ye-ra-ni-be,  both  of  whom 
had  been  brought  up  in  the  fettlement  from  their  childhood,  was  cru- 
elly murdered  at  the  brick-fields  by  her  hufband,  affifted  by  another 
native^  Cole-be,  who  firft  beat  her  dreadfully  about  the  head  (the 
common  mode  of  chaftifing  their  women),  and  then  put  an  end  to 
her  exiftence  by  driving  a  fpear  through  her  heart. 

When 
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When  fpoken  to,   or  cenfured,    for  robbing  the  maize^  grounds, 
thefe  people,  to  be  revenged,  were  accuftomed  to  aflemble  in  large 
bodies,  and  burn  the  houfes  of  the  fettlers  if  they  flood  in  lonely  fitua- 
tions,  frequently  attempting  to  take  their  lives  ;  yet  they  were  feldom 
refufed  a  little  corn  when  they  would  alk  for  it.     It  was  imagined 
that  they  were  (limulated  to  this  deftrudive  condudl  by  fome  run- 
away  convicts,  who  were  known  to  be  among  them  at  the  time  of 
their  committing  thefe  depredations.     In  order  to  get  pofl'effion  of 
thefe  pefls,  a  proclamation  was  iffued,  calling  on  them  by  name  to 
furrender  themfeives  within  fourteen  days ;  declaring  them  out-laws 
if  they  refufed  ;   and  requiring  the  inhabitants,  as  they  valued  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  fcttlement,  and  their  own  fecurity,  to 
aflift  in  apprehending  and  bringing  them  to  juftice.     The  Governor 
alfo  (ignified  his  determination,  if  any  of  the  natives  were  taken  in  the 
afl:  of  robbing  the  fettlers,  to  hang  them  in  chains  near  the  fpot  as  an 
example  to  others.     Could  it  have  been  forefeen,  that  this  was  their 
n^atural  temper,  it  would  have  been  wifer  to  have  kept  them  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  in  fear  ;  which  might  have  been  effeded  without  fo  much 
of  that  feverity  which  their  condu6t  had  fometimes  caufed  to  be  exer- 
cifed  toward  them.  But  the  kindnefs  which  had  been  (hewn  them,  and 
the  familiar  intercourfe  with  the  white  people  in  which  they  had  been 
indulged,  tended  only  to  make  them  acquainted  with  thole  concerns 
in  which  they  were  the  moft  vulnerable,  and  brought  on  all  the  evils 
that  they  fuflered  from  them. 

On  the  1 6th,  his  Majefty's  fl^ip  Supply  arrived  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  She  had  met  with  much  bad  weather  on  her  palfage, 
and,  being  exceedingly  infirm,  her  pumps  had  been  kept  conftantly 
at  work.  This  thip  brought  31  cows,  5  mares,  and  27  ewe  (heep; 
all  of  which  were  in  good  health/:  8  cows,  2  bulls,  and  13  flieep,  had 
died. 

On  the  following  morning,  a  boat  which  had  been  fifliing  to  the 
fouthward  of  Botany  Bay  brought  up  to  the  fettlement  |hreeperfons, 
late  belonging  to  a  (hip  called  the  Sydney  Cove,  which  had  failed  from 
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Bengal  with  a  cargo  for  Port  Jackfon  upon  fpeculation.  The  Gover- 
nor was  informed  by  the  fupercargo  (one  of  the  three  who  had  ar- 
rived), that  the  fhip  had  fprung  a  dangerous  leak  before  (he  had 
rounded  the  South  Cape,  which,  as  foon  as  they  had  got  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  fouthern  part  of  the  coaft,  increafed  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
as  to  render  it  abfokitely  neceflary  to  haul  in  for  land ;  which  they 
reached  but  juft.in  time  to  ground  the  fhip  when  fhe  was  dropping 
from  under  them,  having  adually  funk  down  to  the  fore  channels 
when  they  ran  her  upon  the  ground,  which  they  did  on  an  iQand  in 
lat.  40''  37'  fouth.  They  met  with  this  misfortune  in  the  middle  of 
February ;  foon  after  which  a  certain  number  of  them  refolved  to  at- 
tempt reaching  Port  Jackfon  in  the  (hip's  long-boat,  leaving  the  com- 
mander and  about  thirty  people  to  ftay  by  the  wreck.  The  boat  being 
prepared,  feventeen  people  embarked  in  her,  and  failed  ;  but,  meeting 
with  much  bad  weather,  they  were  again  wrecked,  being  driven  on 
fliore  on  the  coaft  near  Point  Hicks.  Here  they  all  landed,  and  en- 
deavoured to  travel  northward,  but  dropped  one  by  one,  and  loft 
each  other  daily,  until  the  number  was  reduced  to  five,  the  three  who 
had  arrived  (the  fupercargo,  a  failor,  and  a  lafcar),  the  firft  mate  of 
the  fhip,  who  had  undertaken  the  navigation  of  the  Jong  boat^  and 
the  carpenter.  Thefe  two,  from  exceffive  fatigue,  had  been  unable 
to  proceed  any  further,  and  had  ftopped  the  day  before  their  com- 
panions in  this  miferable  journey  had  been  taken  up  by  the  fifliing- 
boat 

To  fearcli  for  thefe  unfortunate  people,  a  whale  boat  was  difpatched 
the  following  day,  properly  provided  with  fuch  comforts  as  were  ne- 
ceflary for  perfons  in  their  weak  and  wretched  condition.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fpot  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  fupercargo,  as  that 
where  they  had  loft  fight  of  their  companions ;  but  after  the  moft 
anxious  endeavours  could  difcover  only  fome  trifling  articles,  which 
were  known  to  have  been  in  their  pofTeflion  i  and  thefe  being  bloody, 
it  was  conjedured  that  they  had  been  killed  in  their  very  helplefs  con- 
dition by  the  natives,  whom,  in  the  courfe  of  their  long  march,  they 

had 
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had  found  frequently  very  kind,  and  at  other  times  extremely  favage^ 
To  add  to  the  probability  of  this  having  been  their  end,  Mr*  Clarke 
mentioned  the  morofe,  unfeeling  difpofttioa  of  the  carpenter,  who 
often,  when  fome  friendly  natives  had  prefented  him  with  a  few  fiffi, 
growled  that  they  had  not  given  him  all,  and  infifted,that  becaufe  they 
were  black  fellows,  it  would  be  right  to  take  it  by  force.  By  fome 
illiberal  and  intemperate  adt  of  this  nature,  there  was  much  reafon  to 
believe  he  had  brought  on  himfelf  and  his  iil-fated  companion,  the 
mate  (a  man  call  in  a  gentler  mould),  a  painful  and  premature  death. 
Mr.  Clarke,  and  the  two  other  people  who  arrived  with  him,  were 
very  much  exhaufted,  and  could  not  probably  have  borne  up  much 
longer  againft  the  toil  that  attends  travelling  in  fuch  a  country  as  the 
unfettled  part  of  New  Holland  every  where  prefents.  All  poflible  at- 
tention, however,  being  paid  to  their  fituation,  they  quickly  recovered 
their  ftrength  and  fpirits. 

Several  inftances  have  already  been  given  of  the  danger  and  diffi* 
culty  that  attended  travelling  through  the  woods ;  in  which  many 
people  have  either  wandered  till  they  died,  or  have  been  afTaflinated 
by  the  natives.  Every  caution  that  humanity  could  fugged  had  been 
given  ;  yet  even  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  fettlement  an  inftance 
occurred  which  proved  to  how  little  purpofe.  A  foldier,  who  had 
taken  his  paflage  in  a  boat  to  go  to  the  Hawkefbury,  prevailed  on  the 
crew  to  land  him  on  the  fouth  fliore  of  Broken  Bay,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  fettlement  by  land ;  but  which  he  was  jaever  able  to  accom- 
pliflu  Several  parties  were  fent  in  fearch  of  him,  but  they  returned 
unfuccefsful,  and  no  doubt  could  beentenained  of  his  end  having  been 
truly  deporable;  as  was  that  of  a  very  fine  girl  of  ten  years  of  age, 
who  about  the  fame  time  was  burnt  to  death  by  a  ftubble  field  having 
taken  fire  while  (he  was  in  the  midft  of  it.  The  flames  were  fo  rapid, 
that  (he  was  unable  to  efcape  from  them,  and  perifhed  in  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary and  terrible  manner. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  (hip  Britannia  anchored  between  the  heads 
from  Ireland,  having  on  board  150  male  and  50  female  convids  from 

that 
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that  kiogdom,  with  an  officer  and  25  recruits  for  the  New  South 
•Wales  corps.  On  the  fam&  day  the  colonial  Schooner,  and  a  long 
boat,  failed  to  the  fouthward^  to  bring  away  the  remainder  of  the  fliip'a 
company  belonging  to  the  unfortunate  Sydney  Cove. 

The  want  of  cordage  has  been  already  mentioned.  The  fettlement 
was  likcwife  fo  much  diftreffed  for  canvas,  that  the  largeft  and  beft 
boat  in  it  was  ufelefs  from  the  want  of  fails. 

Very  little  rain  had  fallen  during  May. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  Ganges  arrived  from  Ireland,  with  convids 
from  that  kingdom,  and  a  detachment  of  recruits  for  the  New  South 
Wales  corps.  Thefe  convi^s  appeared  in  much  better  health  than 
thofe  lately  arrived  in  the  Britannia;  indeed,  the  latter  complained  fo 
much  of  having  been  ill  treated  during  the  paffage,  that  the  Gover- 
nor thought  it  right  to  inftitute  an  enquiry  into  their  complaints  ; 
when  it  appeared  that  they  had  been  deferving  of  puni(hment,  but 
that  it  had  been  adminiftered  with  too  much  feverity,  in  the  opinion 
even  of  the  furgeon  who  was  prefent.  As  thefe  puniQiments  had 
been  inflliSted  by  the  diredion  of  the  mafter,  without  confulting  any 
of  the  officers  on  board  as  to  the  meafure  of  them,  he  was  highly  cen- 
fured,  as  was  alfo  the  furgeoil,  who  could  ftahd  by  and  fee  them  in- 
ffided  without  remonftrating  with  the  mafter;  which  he  declined 
becaufe  he  had,  not  been  confulted  by  him. 

<<  Qui8  tatia  fando,  temperct  a  lacfymis." 

Early  in  June  the  Governor  vifited  the  fettlement  at  Parramatta, 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  that  part  of  the  country  which  he  de- 
figned  to  cultivate  on  the  public  account  j  and  to  obferve  how  the 
convifts  who  had  lately  arrived,  the  major  part  of  whom  had  been  fent 
thither,  were  provided  for.  The  cattle  which  had  been  landed  from 
the  Supply  had  been  alfo  fent  thither,  and  were,  with  the  government 
ftock  at  Toongabbe,  thriving  exceedingly. 

The  ground  that  it  was  propofed  to  clear  on  the  public  account  was 
not  more  than  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Parramatta,  and  moft  ad- 
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vantageoufly  fituated  in  point  of  frefli  water,  having  a  chain  of  large 
and  excellent  ponds  in  its  vicinity.  The  fpot  was  marked  out  by  the 
deputy  furveyor  whereon  to  ere^ft  the  neceflary  buildings ;  and  the 
whole  was  named  Portland  Place. 

In  confequence  of  the  proclamation  which  had  been  iflued,  one  of 
the  run-away  convids  delivered  himfelf  up,  and  another  was  taken  : 
they  appeared  to  be  half  ftarved  ;  yet  their  fufferings  were  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  prevent  fimilar  defertions  by  others,  nor  a  repetition  of  the 
offence  in  ihemfelves  ;  fuch  was  the  ftrong  averfion  which  thefe  worth- 
lefs  charaders  had  to  any  thing  that  bore  the  name  of  work.  More 
labour  would  have  been  performed  by  one  hundred  free  people  from  - 
any  part  of  England  or  Scotland,  than  had  at  any  time  been  derived 
from  three  hundred  of  thefe,  with  all  the  attention  that  could  be  paid 
to  them.  Had  two  hundred  families  of  decent  labouring  farmers  been 
fent  out  as  fettlers  a  few  years  fince,  and  had  a  few  convids  to  aflift 
them  been  placed  wholly  under  their  diredipn  and  authority,  the 
cultivation  would  have  been  much  further  advanced  ;  and,  in  point  of 
provifions,  thofe  families  would  have  been  living  in  luxury.  More 
grain  than  could  be  confumed  would  have  been  grown,  inftead  of 
crops  which  in  fome  years  were  barely  fufi^cient  to  laft  until  the  fol* 
lowing  harveft. 

After  exciting  fome  apprehenfions  for  her  fafety,  his  Majefty's  fliip 
the  Reliance  anchored  in  tKe  Cove  on  the  26th,  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  having  had  a  very  ftormy  paflage.  She  brought  26cows^ 
3  bulls,  and  about  60  (heep. 

The  conclufion  of  June  faw  the  finiftiing  of  the  new  gaol,  which 
was  furroundedby  a  ftrong  and  high  fence.  It  was  eighty  feet  in 
length,  the  fides  and  ends  were  conftruded  of  ftrong  logs,  a  double 
row  of  which  formed  each  partition^  'Jhe  whole  was  divided  into 
twenty-two  cells,  the  divifions  of  which  were  logs.  The  floor  and 
the  roof  were  of  the  fame  folid  materials,  over  which  was  a  coat  eight 
inches  deep  of  ftiff  clay,  and  the  roof  was  thatched.  Every  accom- 
modation for  prifoners  was  to  be  found  in  feparate  buildings  in  the 
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prifon  yard ;  in  which  alfo  was  a  diftin£t  brick  building  for  debtors^ 
fenced  off  from  the  felon  fide  (to  ufe  an  Old  Bailey  diftindion)  by  a 
ftrong  and  high  paling.  This,  inclofing  a  fpot  of  ground  which  had 
been  marked  out  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Cove  for  a  (hip  yard,  land- 
ing provifions  from  the  tranfports,  and  completing  the  granary,  had 
formed  the  principal  labour  in  which  the  public  gangs  were  employed 
during  the  month,  throughout  which  the  weather  had  been  remark- 
ably dry. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Francis  returned  from  the  wreck  of 
the  ^Sydney  Cove,  bringing  the  remainder  of  her  crew,  except  fix, 
whom  Captain  Hamilton,  her  commander  (and  the  only  European 
belonging  to  her  then  alive),  bad  left  in  charge  of  that  part  of  her 
cargo  which  had  been  faved.  The  Eliza  long-boat,  which  failed  from 
the  ifland  with  them,  had  on  board  a  few  Lafcars  and  fome  property ; 
but  having  had  to  encounter  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  and  not  ar- 
riving with  the  fchooner,  many  doubts  were  entertained  of  her  fafcty. 
Thefe  were  greatly  augmented  by  a  fevere  ftorm  which  came  on 
twelve  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Francis.  The  wind  blew  a  hur- 
ricane, doing  much  mifchief,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents. 

The  cattle  that  arrived  in  the  Reliance  were  landed,  and  looked  ex- 
tremely well.  The  two  Colonial  (hips  had  been  employed  eight 
months  on  this  voyage  to  and  from  the  Cape,  and  had  added  51  cows, 
3  bulls,  a  few  horfes,  and  about  90  fheep,  to  the  ftock  of  domeftic 
cattle  in  the  colony. 

This  fpccies  of  provifions  was  multiplying  largely  ;  but  the  fait 
meat  was  decreafing  fo  faft,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  iflue  only  half 
the  ufual  ration  of  pork. 

Early  in  Auguft,  the  Britannia  and  the  Ganges  failed  on  their  re- 
fpeflive  voyages.  In  the  latter  went  feveral  conviAs  who  had  become 
free,  and  fome  of  the  marine  foldiers  who  had  been  difcharged  from 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  having  completed  their  fccond  engage- 
ment in  that  regiment.  They  had  talked  of  becoming  fettlers ;  but  the 
reftlefs  love  of  change  prevailed,  and  they  quitted  the  colony. 

Mr. 
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IVfe.  Clarke,  of  the  (hip  Sydney-Cove,  having  mentioned  that,  two 
days  before  he.  had  met  the  people  of  the  boat  which  had  brought 
him  to  Port  Jackfon,  he  had  fallen  in  with  a  great  quantity  of  coal, 
with  which  he  and  his  companions  made  a  large  fire,  and  had  flept  by 
it  during  the  night,  a  whale-boat  was  fent  off  to  the  fouthward,  with 
Mr.  Bafs,  the  furgeon  of  the  Reliance,  to  difcover  where  an  article  fo 
valuable  was  to  be  met  with.  He  proceeded  about  feven  leagues  to 
the  fouthward  of  Point  Solander ;  where  he  found,  in  the  face  of  a 
fteep  cliff,  waXhed  by  the  fea,  a  flratum  of  coal,  in  breadth  about  fix 
feet,  and  extending  eight  or  nine  miles  to  the  fouthward.  ,Upon  the 
fummit  of  the  high  land,  and  lying  on  the  furface,  he  obferved  many 
patches  of  coal,  from  fome  of  which  it  muft  have  been  that  Mr. 
Clarke  was  fo  feafonably  fupplied  with  fuel.  He  ^Ifo  found  in  the 
fkeletons  of  the  mate  and  carpenter  of  the  Sydney-Cove,  an  unequi- 
vocal proof  of  their  having  unfortunately  perilhed,  as  was  conjedtured. 

From  the  fpecimens  of  the  .coal  which  were  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Bafs,  the  quality  appeared  to  be  good ;  but,  from  its  almoft  inaocefii-> 
ble  fituation,  no  great  advantage  could  ever  be  expeded  from  it ; 
and,  indeed,  were  it  even  lefs  difficult  to  be  procured,  unlefs  fome 
fmall  harbour  ihould  be  near  it,  it  could  not  be  of  much  utility  to  the 
fcttlement* 

No  circumftance  deferving  of  attentioa  had  occurred  for  fome  time 
among  the  natives.  On  the  27th  .of  the  month,  however,  one  of  their 
young  men  flood  the  trial  pradifed  by  his  countrymen,  for  having 
killed  fome  perfon  in  a  quarrel.  He  flood  manfully  up  againft  all' 
their  fpears,  and  defended  himfelf  with  grear  (kill  and  addrefs.  ^  Hav« 
ing  had  two  fhields  fplit  in  his  hand,  by  the  fpear  pailing  through 
them,  bis  friends,  who  were  numerous,  attacked  his  opponipntt, 
whom  they  difarmed,  and  broke  their  fliields,  with  many  of  their 
fpears. 

It  had  been  intended  to  have  thrown  fome  fpears  at  Ben-niU 
long  at  the  fame  time,  from  its  having  been  reported  that  a  female  na- 
tiye,  when  dying,  had  declared  fhe  dreamed  that  Ben-nil-Iopg  had 
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l^kd  h«n  Her  friends^  thcreibret  refolved  |o  call  him  to  aD  account, 
Ukiag  t)ie  bufiaefe  up  on  die  foppofition  that  the  woman  niiift  have 
had  feme  caufe  of  complaint  againft  htm,  or  ihe  could  not  have 
dreamed  of  hla  doi^g  her  an  injury.  To  this  accufaiion  Ben-niN 
long  pleaded  not  guilty,  declaring  that  he  was  an  entire  ilranger  to 
the  woman,  and  had  never  in  his  life  offended  her :  but  there  were 
foipie  who  laid  that  he  adually  wounded  the  woman,  and  had  been 
the  caufe  of  her  death  i  which,  to  thofe  acquainted  with  the  temper 
aad  difpofiftioa  of  this  iavage,  by  no  means  appeared  improbable. 
Added  io  his  natural  brutality,  he  was  now  become  fo  fond  of  drink- 
iog  that  he  loft  no  opportunity  of  being  intoxicated,  and  in  that  ftate 
was  fo  farage  and  violent  as  to  be  capable  of  any  mifchief.  On  thofe 
occafiona  he  amuied  himfelf  with  annoying  the  women  and  infulting 
thfl  mcai^  who,  from  fear  of  offending  his  white  friends,  fpared 
thofe  notkes  of  hts  coadud  which  he  fo  often  merited,  and  which 
fooajep  or  later  be  would  eertainly  meet. 

The  moath  of  September  commenced  with  a  very  vexatious  cir« 
cpmftaace.  A  boat,  the  largeft  and  heft  in  the  colony  belonging  to 
government,  v^aa,  on  her  pafl^ge  to  the  Hawkefbury,  whither  fhe  was 
carmring  a.  fitw  ftores,  tdcen  poffeflioa  of  by  a  part  of  the  boat's  crew; 
being  at  the  fame  time  boarded  by  a  fmall  boat  from  the  ihore,  the 
people^  ]gk  which  feized  hes  and  put  off  to  fea,  firft  bnding  the  cox- 
fvain  and.  th^e  others^  who^were  unwilling  to  accompany  them,  in 
Bitt  Wate^t  it)  Bfloken  Bay*  Thefe  men-  proceeded'  overland  to  Port 
J|^f^9^  where  they  gave  the  firft  information  of  this  daring  and 
piiyQtidal  tfian^bdiion^t  Tlvo  boats*,  wdt  manned  and  armed,^  were 
immedjat^ly  diipatched  after  them  under  the  command  of  Lieo^ 
tqmnti  Slfortlaod  of  the  ReliAoce;  bi>e  ott  the  19th,  after  an  abfence 
o€  i^  days^  ceoucned  without  difcevering  the  fmalleft  trace  of  them^ 
or  the  boat.  Mr.  ShDrtland's  purfuit,  however,  had  not  been: 
witfeput  iks  advantage ;  fo«  on>  hi^  return  he  entered  a  riVer  which  he 
naoted  Itfamiec  rivec  abouti  ten  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Pert 
SlBphei^s^  into  which^he  carded  three  fathoms  watei^  in  the  fhoaleft 

part 
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part  of  Its  entrance,  finding  deep  water  and  godd  anchorage  within. 
The  entrance  of  this  river  was  but  narrow,  and  covered  by  a  high 
rocky  ifland,  lying  right  off  it ;  fo  as  to  leave  a  good  paffage  round  the 
north  end  of  the  ifland,  between  that  and  the  Qiore.  A  refef  conneds 
the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland  with  the  fouth  ihore  of  the  entrance  df  the 
river.  In  thk  harbour  was  found  a  confiderable  quantity  of  very 
good  coal,  and  lying  fo  near  the  water  fide  as  to  be  conveniently 
ihipped ;  which  gave  it,  in  this  particular,  a  manifeft  advantage  over 
that  difcovered  to  the  fouthward.  ,  Some  fpecimens  of  this  coal  were 
taken  to  Sydney. 

About  the  fame  time  an  account  was  received  from  Norfolk  lHand, 
of  the  American  fnow  Mercury  having  landed  there  the  reAainder  of 
the  people  which  had  been  left  by  Captain  Bampton  in  Doflty  Bay^ 
when  the  Endeavour  was  wrecked  there  about  twenty  months  hdlbre. 
The  Governor,  not  having  any  veffcl  at  Port  Jackfon  fit  for  fttch  A 
purpoie,  had  exprefled  a  wifli  to  the  mafter  of  the  fnow  t&  that  effed, 
when  he  was  about  leaving  New  South  Wales ;  which  fervice  he  per- 
formed under  many  difiiculties,  and  brought  off  all  that  now  remained 
of  thefe  unfortunate  people,  amounting  to  ^^  in  number. 

On  the  20th  of  the  month,  the  Deptfbnd,  x  fmall  bf ig,  arrived  from 
Madras,  with. a  cargo  of  goods  upon  fpecutation  for  the  Sydney  mar- 
ket. The  fpirit  of  trade  which  had  for  fome  time  obtained  ia  the  co^ 
lony  afforded  an  opening  for  adventurers  to  carry  their  goods  to  that' 
fettlement.  The  voyage  from  India  was  (hort  and  dit&Ct ;  arid,  from 
the  nature  6f  their  inveftments,  they  were  certain  of  finding  a  ready 
iale,  and  an  ample  return  upon  the  original  invoice.  But  this  inter- 
courfe  was  found  tP  be  pregnant  with  great  evil  to  the  colony ;  for 
preferring  fpirits  to  any  other  article  that  could  be  introduced,  the 
ovmers  never  failed  to  make  the  rum  of  that  country  an  effeniial  part 
of  every  cai^.  And  though  every  poffible  meafure  was  adopted  to 
prevent  all  that  arrived  from  being  landed,  yet,  fuch  was  the  avidity 
with  which  it  was  fought  after,  that,  if  not  permitted,  it  was  generdlr 
got  on  ihore  dandeftinely ;  and  very  few  Chips  carried  back  any  of 
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\9\tAt  they  had  brought.     To  this  fource  might  be  traced  all  the  Climes 
that  dirgraced,  and  all  the  difeafes  that  injured  the  colony. 

At  the  latter  end  of  September  a  party  fet  off  on  an  excurfion  to  the 
Cow-pafture  Hains.  On  reaching  Mount  Taurus^  a  d»ftin&  herd  of 
the  wild  cattle,  67  ki  number,  was  (ccn.  It  was  conjeAured,  ^at 
this  valuable  coUe£tion  of  cattle  had  fo  confiderably  increafed,  as  to 
iiad  a  convenience  in  dividing  into  different  herds ;  thereby  prevent* 
iog  thofe  quarrels  which  might  frequently  happen  among  their  malesw 
.This  was  confirmed  by  their  fitUing*in  with,  in  another  place,  a 
herd,  in  which  there  could  not  have  been  fewer  than  170  of  thefe 
animals:  A  couple  of  days  were  pleafantly  occupied  in  examining 
that  part  of  the  country,  which  exhibited  the  beautiful  appearance  of 
a  luxuriant  and  well-watered  pafturage.  The  latitude  of  Mount 
Taurus  was  found  to  be  34^  16^  S.  and  the  river  Nepean  was  difco* 
vered  to  take  its  courfe  clofe  round  the  fouth  fide  of  this  hill.  Two 
gentlemen  of  the  party  propofing  to  walk  from  Mount  Taurus,  in  as 
dii:e^  a  line  as  the  country  would  admit,  to  the  fea-coaft,  a  whale-boat 
was  ordered  to  wait  for  them  about  five  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Botany  Bay.  They  expected  to  have  reached  the  coaft  in  one  day  ; 
hot  they  did  not  reckon  on  having  full  25  miles  of  a  i^ugged  and 
mountainous  road  to  crofs.  Making  their  courfe  a  titde  to  the  foutb- 
ward  of  eaft,  they  fell  in  with  the  boat  very  conveniently;  and.Mr.  Ba(s^ 
one  of  the  travellers,  defcribed  their  ronte  to  have  laid,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  way,  over  nothing  but  high  and  fteep  ridges  of /hills,  the 
land  becoming  more  roeky  and  barren  as  they  drew  near  the  iea  coaAr 
lo  each  of  the  valUes  formed  by  thefe  hills  they  found  a  nm  of  freffv 
water,  in  fome  places  of  coniiderable  depth  and  rapidity.  The  direc* 
tion  of  thefe  dreams,  or  runs,  being  to  the  northward^  they  were  fup* 
pofed  to  fall  into  a  harbour  which  lay  about  five  or  fix  miles  to  the 
{buthward  of  Port  Solander,  and  had  obtained  the  name  of  Port 
Hacking,  the  pilot  of  that  jiame  having  had  the  honour  of  the  dif» 
covcry. 

Tire 
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The  ttohth  of  Odober  commenced  ti^ith  the  lofs  <^  another  boat, 
which  was  taken  from  Parramatta  by  fome  people  who  got  unobferved 
out  of  the  harbour.  The  three  men  who  were  put  on  (hore  from  the 
former  boat  at  the  tfme  (he  was  feized  upon,  being  in  this  party,  it 
was  fuppofed  they  were  connedled  in  fome  way  with  thofe  wTio  wert 
in  that  boat,  and  whom  they  might  know  where  to  find;  An  armed 
boat  from  the  Supply  was  immediately  difpatched  after  them;  bur  it 
returned  as  unfuccefsful  as  Lieutenant  Shortland  had  been. 

From  this  circumftance,  joined  to  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  from  the 
time  of  their  departure,  which  had  been  unufually  ftormy,  there  was 
every  probability  of  their  having  become  the  viftims  of  their  own  teme* 
Irity.  In  thefe  two  bo^ts  1 5  con vi£ts  had  made  their  efcape,  6  of  whom 
had  been  tranfported  for  life ;  fix  others  were  from  Ireland,  of  whofe 
term  of  tranfportatlon  no  account  had  been  fent  out.  Whatever  might 
be  the  fate  of  thefe  people,  the  evil  was  of  great  extent ;  iince  all  that 
could  be  known  of  them  to  their  leltow-prifoners  was^  that  they  bad 
fucccfsfully  efFeQed  their  efcape.  Had  Bryan  and  his  party,  who 
went  off  with  one  of  the  King's  boats  in  the  year  1791,  inftead  of 
meeting  with  the  compaffion  and  lenity  which  were  exprefled  in  Eng- 
land for  their  fafferingR,  been  fent  back,  and  tried  in  New  South 
Wales  for  taking. away  the  boat,  and  other  thefts  which  they  had  com- 
mitted, it  was  probable  that  others  might  have  been  deterred  from 
following  their  example. 

Such  was  the  increafe  of  crimes,  that  thrice  in  Oftober  was  the 
court  of  criminal  judicature  aflembled.  The  offences  that  came  under 
their  cognizance  were  thofe  of  murder,  perjury,  and  forgery  ;  and  two, 
men  were  tried  for  having  killed  a  native  youth  well  knowr^  in  the 
fettlement ;  but  it  appearing  to  the  court  that  he  had  been  accrdenrally 
ftiot,  they  were  acquitted.  The  natives  certainly  behaved  ill,  and 
often  provoked  the  death  they  met  with  ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  they  had  been  6n  many  occadons  wantonly  dcftroyed.  One  of 
the  criminals.was  condemned  to  fuffer  death  ;  another  to  be  burned 
in  the  hand  and  imprifoned  twelve  months^;  two  were  baniflied  to 

•      Norfolk 
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Norfolk  Ifland,  and  three  to  fland  in  the  pillory^  to  which  their  ears 
were  to  be  nailed*  Thefe  Jaft;  affording  fomething  like  amufement 
to  the  mob,  were  fufiiciently  covered  with  dirt  and  rotten  eggs. 

It  may  be  fome  relief  to  turn  from  the  contemplation  of  fuch  ini«- 
^ity,  though  it  ihould  be  only  to  the  tranfaaions  of  favages  diflferiog 
from  thefe  wretches  but  in  complexion. 

On  the  20th  of  the  month  the  fettlement  were  fpedators  of  a  ferere 
conteft  which  took  place  between  two  parties  of  natives ;  one  of  which 
was  deiirous  of  revenging  the  death  of  a  friend,  who  had  been  killed 
by  fome  native  of  a  part  of  the  country  from  which  a  young  man  had 
juft  then  accidentally  come  amongft  theou  He  was  therefore  imme* 
diately  devoted  to  their  vengeance.  He  moft  gallantly  ftood  the  attack 
of  numbers,  defending  himfelf  with  the  greateft  bravery  and  addrefs, 
until,  being  wounded  in  feveral  places,  he  fell.  As  he  lay  upon  the 
ground,  feveral  of  his  opponents  treacheroufly  ruihed  in  upon  him, 
^nd  ftabbed  him  repeatedly  with  a  pointed  ftick,  which  they  call  a 
Doo-uL  In  this  fituation  he  endeavoured  to  cover  himfelf  with  his 
ihield ;  on  which,  having  rifen  from  the  ground,  and  being  again  at- 
tacked, he  received  their  fpears  for  fome  time  with  great  dexterity; 
until  fome  one,  lefs  brave  and  more  treacherous  than  the  reft,  took  a 
ilation  unobferved  on  one  fide,  and  launched  a  ipear,  which  went 
into  his  back  and  there  remained.  Seeing  this,  they  were  proceeding 
a  fecond  time  to  ru(h  in  upon  him,  when  he  had  juft  ftrength  enough 
left  to  make  his  efcape  into  an  adjoining  houfe,  where  he  received 
fhelter,  and  from  the  feverity  of  his  wounds  immediately  fainted.  The 
fpear  was  withdrawn,  and  his  wounds  dreffed  by  one  of  the  furgeons 
who  happened  to  be  prefent,  and  he  ihortly  recovered.  His  brother, 
who  had  accompanied  him  to  the  field  of  battle,  ftood  up  in  his  de» 
fence,  and  was  alfo  feverely  wounded.  Several  of  their  women  at- 
tended on  the  occafion,  and,  as  is  common  with  them,  howled  and 
cried  alternately  during  the  fight ;  fometimes  dancing  and  beating 
their  (ides  with  their  arms;  a  certain  proof  of  their  pailions  being 
wrought  up  tOL  the  higheft  pitch. 

Shortly 
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Sliortlf  after  this,  thefc  people  again  exhibitecf  theibfelves  to  thd 
notice  of  the  fettlement,  but  in  a  very  different  point  of  view.     On 
the  31ft,  an  open  boat  arrived  from  the  Hawkelbury,  with  a  cargo  of 
Indian  corn,  having  been  boarded  in  her  paflage  by  a  party  of  natives 
in  canoes.     AflTuming  an  appearance  of  friendfhip,  they  were  fuffered 
to  come  into  the  boat ;  when,  watching  an  opportunity,  they  threw 
of  the  mafk  and  made  an  attempt  to  feize  the  fmall  arms.     This  oc- 
cafioned  a  ftruggle,  in  which  the  boat^s  crew  prevailed  ;  but  not  before 
fome  of  thefe  unexpe£ted  pirates  had  paid  for  their  rafhnefs  with  their 
lives.     This  bufinefs  led  to  a  difcovery,  that  a  boat  belonging  to  a 
fcttler,  which  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  driven  out  to  fea  and  Ipft^ 
with  her  crew  and  cargo  of  Indian  corn,  had  a<Stually.been  taken  by 
the  natives,  after  murdering  thofe  who  were  in  her.     The  boat,  on 
fearchihg,  was  afterwards  found  in  the  poifef&on  of  fome  of  thefe 
people. 

This  was  fo  novel  a  circumftance,  that  it  could  fcarcely  be  credited; 
but  ft  was  no  lef^  true ;  and  there  was  but  little  ddubt,  that  the  white 
people  who  were  among  them  had  been  the  unfeen  inftigators  of  this 
raffchief. 

Fn  the  courfe  of  Odober,  a  ftrong  and  durable  bridge,  capable  of 
fuftaining  any  weight  which  it  might  have  occadon  to  bear,  was- 
creded  over  Duck  Rivdr,  for  the  convenience  of  land  carriage  between 
the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta. 

The  wlieat  every  where  wore  the  moft  promifing  appearance^  and 
the  weather  had  been  very  favourable  for  bringing  it  to  maturity. 

Decreafing  daily,  as  did  the  number  of  working  men  in  the  employ 
of  Government,  yet  the  Goveiinors  could  not  refuie  granting  certifi- 
cates to  fuch  qoQvids  as  had  ferved  their  refpe£live  times  of  tranfpor^ 
tation;  and  no  IcTs  than  125  men  were  ab  this  time  certified  by^.hin^ 
to  be  free.  Mofl  of  thefe  had  no  other  view  in  obtaii^uig  this  certiii* 
cate,  than  ais  it  enabled  them  to  (juit  the  fettlement.. 
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There  b^ing'a.fcvcity  of  wheat  in  the  public  ftoces,  owing  to  fome 
local  difappointments,  the  Governor  was  obliged  to  make  a  redudion 
in  the  weekly  allowance  of  that  article,  until  the  crops  of  the  approach* 
ing  feafon  {hould  be  gathered. 

Among  the  a£l$  which  difgraced  the  month  of  November  was  one 
which  befpoke  uncommon  depravity.  A  convid,  who  had  formerly 
been  the  fchool-fellow  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnfon,  had  been  taken  by 
that  gentleman,  who  greatly  compafTionated  his  fallen  ftate,  into  his 
fervice  j  where  he  repofed  in  him  ihe  utmoft  confidence,  and  treated 
him  with  the  kindeft  indulgence.  He  had  not  been  long  in  his  houfc 
before  Mr.  Johnfon  was  informed  that  his  fervant,  having  taken  an 
impreffion  of  the  key  of  his  ftore-room  in  clay,  had  procured  one  that 
would  fit  the  lock.  He  fcarcely  credited  the  information  j  but,  being 
urged  to  furnilh  him  with  an  opportunity,  he  confented  that  a 
conftable  (hould  be  concealed  in  the  houfe,  on  a  Sunday,  when 
all  the  family,  this  perfon  excepted,  would  be  attending  divine 
fervice.  The  arrangement  fucceeded  but  too  well.  Concluding  that 
^U  was  fafc,  he  applied  his  key,  and  was  proceeding  without  any  re- 
xnorfe  to  plunder  the  room  of  fuch  articles  as  he  wanted ;  when  the 
conftable,  feeing  his  prey  within  his  toils,  ftarted  from  his  conceal- 
ment, and  put  an  end  lo  his  depredations  by  making  him  his  pri- 
foner. 

Thus  was  this  wretched  being,  without  "  one  compundious  vifiting 
of  nature^"  detefited  in  the  adl  of  injuring  the  man,  who,  in  the  better 
day  of  his  profperity,  had  been  the  companion  of  his  youth,  and 
who  had  kindly  ftrctchcd  out  his  hand  to  flicker  him  in  the  hour  of 
his  adverfity. 

Although  the  fettlement  of  Port  Jackfon  had  now  been  eftabliflied 
within  one  month  of  ten  years,  yet  little  had  been  addod  to  the  ftock 
of  natural  hiftory  which  had  been  acquired  in  the  firft  year  or  two  of 
its  infancy.  The  kangaroo,  the  dog,  the  opoflum,  the  flying  fquir- 
rcl,  the  kangaroo  rat,  a  fpotted  rat,  the  common  rat,  and  the  large 
fox-bat  (if  entitled  to  a  place  in  this  fociety),  made  up  the  whole  ca- 
talogue 
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talogue  of  animals  that  were  known  at  this  time  ;  with  the  exception 
which  muft  how  be  made  of  an  amphibious  animal,  of  the  mole  fpecies, 
one  of  which  had  lately  been  found  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  near  the 
Hawkelbury.  In  fize  it  was  confiderably  larger  than  the  land  mole. 
The  eyes  were  very  fmall.  The  fore  legs,  which  were  fliorter  than 
the  hind,  were  obferved,  at  the  feet,  to  be  provided  with  four  claws, 
and  a  membrane,  or  web,  that  fpread  confiderably  beyond  them  ;  while 
the  feet  of  the  hind  legs  were  furniflied,  not  only  with  this  mem- 
brane, or  web,  but  with  four  long  (harp  claws,  that  projedled  as  much 
beyond  the  web,  as  the  web  projeftcd  beyond  the  claws  of  the  fore 
feet.  The  tail  of  this  animal  was  thick,  fliort,  and  very  fat ;  but  the 
moft  extraordinary  circumftance  obferved  in  its  ftrudlure  was,  its 
having,  inftead  of  the  mouth  of  an  animal,  the  upper  and  lower  man- 
dibles of  a  duck.  By  thefe  it  was  enabled  to  fupply  itfelf  with  food, 
like  that  bird,  in  muddy  places,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes,  in  which 
its  webbed  feet  enabled  it  to  fwim  j  while  on  fhore  its  long  and  fharp 
claws  were  employed  in  burrowing :  nature  thus  providing  for  it  in 
its  double  or  amphibious  charaden  Thefe  little  animals  had  been 
frequently  noticed  rifing  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  blowing  like 
the  turtle*. 

The 

*  The  peculiar  conformation  of  the  amphibious  animal  above  mentioned  having  2ittra6led  the 
attention  of  Everard  Home,  Efq.  a  Paper,  containing  the  rtfult  of  a  niinutft  examination  of  the 
external  and  internal  parts  of  two  fpecimens  which  had  been  preferved  in  fpirits,  and  fent  from 
Port  Jackfon  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Home,  and  having  been  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  was  afterwards  publidied  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions.  From  that  paper, 
which  was  mo(l  obligingly  fent  to  the  Author'of  this  work  by  Mr.  Home,  he  has,  through  the 
liberality  of  the  Preiident  of  that  learned  body,  been  allowed  to  feledl  fuch  additional  particu- 
lars of  this  curious  animal,  as  will,  he  trufts,  be  acceptable  to  his  readers  ;  who,  he  doubts  not, 
will  de/ive  gratification  from  an  animal,  hitherto  unknown  to  fcicnee,  having  fallen  under  the 
obfervation  and  ^aroination  of  a  gentleman  fo  eminently  qualified  to  develope  the  fecrets  of 
nature.  \^ 

The  natural  Irfftory  o^tW8  animal,  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  Orwithorhykchi;*  PA- 
HADOtus,  IS  at  prefent  very  little  known.  The  following  particulars  were  communicated  t6 
Mr.  Home  by  Governor  Hunter,  who,  during  hi5rcfiden4'e  in  New  South  Wales*  had  opportu- 
mties  of  feeing  the  animal  glive. 

3I  ^  The 
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The  (tlbjoiaed  Enoravino  is  from  a  Drawing  made  oa  the  fpot 
by  GovBRNoR  Hunter. 

OKMTTTORHYNrt^S    PARADOXUS. 


As  AMTHIBIOITS  AMMA-L  of  flie  MOUS.  lOFIi  <. 


The  Ornithorhynchus  is  onlj  found  in  frefli-water  lakes,  of  which  tkere  are  manj  in  the  inte* 
rior  parts  of  the  country ;  fomc  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  feveral  hundred  yards  broad. 
It  docs  not  fwioa  upon  the  furface  of  the  water,  but  comes  up  occafionally  to  breathe,  which  it 
does  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  turtle.  When  upon  the  ground  it  runs  with  much  the  feme 
degree  of  adivity  as  a  land  tortoife.  It  inhabits  the  banks  of  the  lakes,  and  is  fuppofed  to  feed 
in  the  muddy  places  which  furround  them;  but  the  particular  kind  of  food  on  whkh  it  fubfiftt 
is  aoL  known. 

The 
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All  thofe  hands  who  were  not  ecnployed  oti  the  public  buildings 
were  adively  engaged  in  fecuring  the  abundant  crops  which  every 
where  promifed  to  reward  the  induftry  of  the  fettler  and  the  labourer. 

The 


Tb€  mak  h  tjl  inebes  in  lengtb,  Trom  the  point  of  the  bill  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail.  The 
bill  18  2 1  inches  long  ;  and  the  tail,  meafuriag  from  the  anus,  4I  inches. 

The  body  of  the  animal  is  cocDpreiTed,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  general  iliicknefs  throughout  | 
except  at  the  fhoulden,  where  it  is  rather  f mailer.  The  circumference  of  the  body  is  1 1  inches. 
There  is  no  fat  depofited  between  the  fkin  and  themufcle;.  - 

In  the  female^  the  fixe  of  the  body  is  rendered  proportionately  larger. than  that  of  the  male^ 
by  a  quantity  of  fat  lying  every  where  under  the  fkin. 

The  male  is  of  a  very  dark  brown  colour  on  the  back,  leg8|  bill,  and  tail ;  the  under  furface 
of  the  neck  and  belly  is  of  a  filver  grey.     In  the  female  the  colour  is  lighter. 

The  hair  is  made  up  of  Xwo  kinds  s  a  very  fine  thick  fur,  one  half  of  an  inch  long,  and  a  very 
tmcommon  i.ind  of  hair,  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long.  The  portion  next  the  root  has  the  com- 
mon appearance  of  hair  ^  but  for  a  quarter  of  an  inch  towards  the  point  it  becomes  fiat,  giving 
it  fome  faint  refemblance  to  very  fine  feathers  ;  this  portion  has  a  gtofs  upon  it ;  and  when  the 
hair  18  d.ry,  the  different  rcfie6lions  from  the  edges  and  furfaces  of  thefc  longer  hairs  give  the 
whole  a  very  uncommon  appearance.  The  fur  and  hair  upon  the  belly  is  longer  than  that  upon 
the  back. 

Externally,  there  is  no  appearance  of  the  organs  of  generation  in  either  fez  ;  the  orifice  of 
the  anus  b(;ing  a  common  opening  to,  the  redium  and  prepi^ce  in  the  male,  and  to  the  return 
and  vagina  in  the  female. 

There  was  no  appearance,  that  could  be  deteclc^d*  of  nipples ;  although  the  moft  accurate  fearc& 
-was  made. 

The  head  is  rather  cooiprcffed.'  The  bill,  which  projeds  beyond  the  mouth,  in  ft»  appearance 
refembles  that  of  the  duck ;  but  is  in  its  {Irudure  more  like  that  of  the  fpoon-bill,  the  middte 
part  being  campofed  of  bone,  as  in  that  bird  :  it  has  a  very  ftrong  cuticukr  covering. 

The  noftrils  arc  two  orifices,  very  clofc  to  each  other,  near  the  end  of  the  bill ;  the  upper  lip 
,projefting  three  quarters  of  an  inch  beyond  them. 

The  eyes  are  very  fniall ;  they  are  fituated  more  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  head  than  is 
•ufual,  and  are  diredly  behind  the  loofe  edge  of  the  cuticular  flap  belonging  to  tlie  bill.  ^Fhe 
eye- lids  are  circular  orifices  concealed  in  the  hair,  and,  in  the  male,  are  with  difficulty  diicovcrcd  ; 
but  in  the  female  there  is  a  tuft  of  lighter  hair  which  marks  their  fituation. 

The  external  ears  are  two  large  flits,  diredtly  behind  the  eyes,  and  much  larger  than  the  orificci 
of  the  eye-lids. 

The  teeth,  if  they  can  be  fo  called,  are  all  grinders  ;  they  are  four  in  number,  fituated  in  the 
poilerior  part  of  the  mouth,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  upper  and  under  jaw,  and  have  broad  fiat 
q^own^  "^^^y  differ  from  common  teeth  very  materially,  havlyg  neither  enamel  nor  bone,  but 
;being  compbfed  of  a  horny  fubfiance  only,  embedded  in  the  gum,  to  which  they  are  conne6led 

3  I  2  by 
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The  weather  in  NoTcmber  had  bccn^  far  the  firft  and  middle  part8, 
very  unfcttled,  blowing  hard  at  times,  with  much  rain.  On  one  day 
there  fell  a  (hower  of  hail,  the  ftones  of  which  were  each  as  large  as 
A  la;-k*8  egg.  The  latter  part  of  the  month  was  fair,  and  favourable 
for  reaping  the  grain. 


bj  an  irregular  furface  in  the  place  of  fangi.  When  cut  through,  which  is  readily  done  hj  » 
knife»  the  internal  ftrudurc  it  fibrous  Uke  the  human  nails.  The  dirc6b'on  of  the  fibres  i»  from 
the  crown  downwards. 

Between  the  cheek  and  the  Jaw,  oo  each  fide  of  the  mouth,  there  is  a  pouch,  as  in  the  monkey 
tribe,  lined  with  a  cutic*e.  When  laid  open,  it  is  i  f  inch  long,  and  the  fame  in  breadth.  la 
the  female  it  contained  a  concreted  fubftance,  the  fize  of  a  very  fmall  nut,  one  in  each  pouch  r 
this  when,  examined  through  the  microfcope,  was  found  to  be  made  up  of  very  fmall  portions  of 
broken  cryilals. 

^fides  tlicfe  grinding  teeth,  there  are  two  fmall  pointed  homy  teeth  upon  the  projeding  part 
of  the  pofterior  portion  of  the  tongue,  the  points  of  which  are  dircdUd  forwards,  feemingly  to* 
prevent  the  food  from  being  pufhed  into  the  fauces  during  the  procefs  of  mailication  ;  which  cir- 
cumftance  Mr.  Home  thinks  peculiar  to  this  animal :  in  the  tongue  of  the  Flamingo  there  is  a 
row  of  (hort  teeth  on  each  fide«  but  not  in  any  other  bird  that  he  has  feen. 

The  fore  legs  are  (hort,  and  the  web|  which  is  very  broad^  is  continued  beyond  the  points  of 
the  toes  nearly  an  inch.  On  each  toe  there  is  a  rounded  ftraight  nail,  which  h'es  loofe  upon  the 
membrane  forming  the  web. 

The  hind  legs  are  nearly  of  the  fame  length  as  the  fore  legs,  but  ftronger.  Each  foot  has  five 
Iocs  with  curved  claws,  and  webbed  ^  but  the  web  does  not  extend  beyond  the  points  of  the  toes. 

In  the  male,  juft  at  the  fetting  on  of  the  heeU  there  is  a  ftrong  crooked  (pur,  half  an  inch  long^ 
with  a  (harp  point,  which  has  a  joint  between  it  and  the  foot,  and  is  capable  of  motion  in  twa 
dire£iioas.  When  the  point  of  it  is  brought  clofc  to  the  leg,  the  (pur  is  almofi  completely  con- 
cealed among  the  hair  $  when  diredled  outwards^  it  projeds  confiderably,.  and  i»  very  confpicuous* 

Mr.  Home  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  internal  parts  of  this  uncommon  animal ;  but  thefe,  as- 
we  think  they  would  be  uninterefting  to  the  generality  of  our  readers,  we  decline  giving ;  referring^ 
thofe  lovers  of  natural  hiftory^  who  wifli  for  a  more  minute  detaO^  to  the  Philofophical  TranC 
.aftiona. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIX> 

COLE-BE^S  ENCOUNTER  WITH  YE-RA-NI-BE.— YE-RA-NI-BE  KILLED.  — VA*. 
RIOUS  PARTICULARS  RESPECTING  THE  NATIVES. — BE  N 'NIL-LONG. — 
SCHOOLS  AT  SYDNEY.— THB  FRANCIS  SAILS  FOR  THE  WRECK.— -WEATHER. 
— 'HOUSE  BURNT.— ACCOUNT  OF  LIVE  STOCK  AND  GROUND  IN  CULTIVA- 
TION.— ATTEMPT  OF  SOM£  IRISH  CONVICTS  TO   DESERT  IN   SEARCH  OF   A 

NEW  SET  rLEMENT. A  SETTLtR's  BOAT    STOLEN.— PARTICULARS. THE 

FRANCIS  RETURNS  FROM  THE  SOUTHWARD.— WORKS.— CONJECTURES  Aff 
TO  A  STRAIT.— NATIVES.  — A  CONVICT  PROVIDENTIALLY  SAVED.— WEA- 
THER.—THE  FRANCIS  AGAIN  SAILS  FOR  THE  W'RECK. — BEN-NIL-LONO' 
AND  HIS  WIFE.  —  REPORT  RESTPECTINO  THE  WILD  CATTLE..— ACCOUNT  OF 
A  JOURNEY  TO  THE  WfiSTWARD.— DESCRIPTION  OP  A  NEW  BIRD.— MR» 
BASS  RETURNS  FROM  AN  kXCURSION  IN  AN  OPEN  BOAT  TO  THE  SOUTH- 
WARD.—PARTICULARS  OF  IT.— THREEIRISHMEN  PICKED  UP. — WEATHER 
IN  FEBRUARY. — THE  FRANCIS  RETURNS  FROM  PRESERVATION  ISLAND^— . 
A  TRUSTY  PERSON. SENT  TO  LOOK  FOR  A  SALT  HILL,  SAID  TO  BE  DIS- 
COVERED.—THE  WILD  CATTLE  SEEN.— A  NEW  ANIMAL,  THE  WOM-BAT^ 
FOUND. — SOME  IRISH  RUNAWAYS  GIVE  THEMSELVES  UP.- THE  CRIMINAL. 
COURT  MEETS.— THREE  MEN  EXECUTED.— DISCOVtRIES  PROSECUTED.— 
AN  OLD  WOMAN  ACCUSED  OF  DREAMING. 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE  occurred  about  the  beginning  of  December^ 
which  excited  much  intereft  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  great 
commotion  among  the  natives.  Two-of  thefe  people^  both  of  them 
well  known  in  the  fettlement  (Cole-be,  the  friend  of  Ben- nil-long,  and 
one  of  the  Ye-ra-ni-bes),  meeting  in  the  town,  while  their  bofoma 
were  yet  fwelling  on  occafion  of  fome  former  difference,  attacked  each 
other.  Cole-be  had  always  been  remarked  for  his  adivhy  ;  but  Ye- 
ra  ni-be  was  younger  than  his  adverfary,  and  was  reckoned  a  per- 
feCt  match  for  him.  While  clofing  on  each  other  with  their  clubs^ 
until  which  time  Cole-be  had  not  gained  any  advantage,  the  handle 
of  Ye-ra*ni-be's  ihield  drew  out,  and  it  confequently  fell  from  hia 

grafp : 
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grafp  :  while  ftooping  to  take  it  up,  the  other  ftruck  him  on  the  head 
with  a  club,  which  daggered  him,  and  followed  his  blow  while  he 
was  in  that  defencelefs  fituation. 

€016-1)6  knew  that  this  would  enfure  him  the  appellation  of  jee-run, 
or  coward,  and  that  the  friends  of  Ye-ra-ni-be  would  certainly  take 
up  his  ca\ife.  As  the  confequenccs,  therefore,  might  be  very  ferious  if 
Ye-ra-ni-be  (hould  die  of  the  blow,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  abfcond 
for  a  while,  and  Ye-ra-ni-be  was  taken  care  of  by  fome  of  his  white 
friends.  This  happened  on  the  loth,  and  on  the  i6th  he  died.  In 
the  interval  he  was  conftantly  attended  by  fome  of  his  male  and  female 
aflbciates,  particularly  by  his  two  friends,  Collins,  and  Mo-roo-bra. 
On  one  of  the  nights,  when  a  mod  difmal  fong  of  lamentation  had 
been  fung  over  him,  in  which  the  women  were  the  principal  perform- 
ers, his  male  friends,  after  liftening  for  fome  time  with  great  apparent 
attention,  fuddenly  ftarted  up,  and,  fcizing  their  weapons^  went  off 
in  a  tnoft  favage  humour,  determined  on  revenge.  Knowifig  pretty 
well  where  to  meet  with  Cole-be,  they  beat  him  very  fcverely,  but , 
would  not  kill  him  ;  referving  that  gratification  of  their  revenge  until 
the  fate  of  their  companion  fliould  be  decided.  On  the  following  night, 
they  attacked  a  relation  of  Cole-be's,  whom  they  beat  about  the  head 
with  fuch  cruelty  that  his  recovery  was  very  doubtful.  As  their  ven- 
geance extends  to  all  the  family  and  relations  of  a  culprit,  what  a 
misfortune  it  muft  be  to  be  connedled  with  a  man  of  a  choleric  dif- 
pofition! 

Ye-ra-ni-be  was  buried  the  day  after  his  deceafe  by  the  fide  of  the 
public  Toad.  He  was  placed  by  his  friends  upon  a  large  piece  of 
bark,  and  laid  in  a  grave,  which  was  formed  after  out  manner  (only 
not  fo  deep) ;  they  feeming  in  this  inftance  to  be  defirous  of  imitating 
the  cuftom  of  their  white  friends,  Ben-niMong  affiftod  at  the  cere- 
mony, placing  the  head  of  the  corpfe  (by  which  he  ftuck  a  beautiful 
war-ra-taw),  and  covering  the  body  with  the  blanket  on  which  he  died. 
Being  fupplicd  with  fome  fpades,  the  earth  was  thrown  in  by  the  by- 
ftanders  ;  during  which,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  ce- 
remony. 
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remony,  the  wom^a  howled  and  cried  exceflively ;  but  this  was  the^ 
efFed  of  the  violent  gufts  of  paffion  into  which  the  men  every  moment 
threw  themfelves.  At  this  time  many  fpears  were  thrown,  and  fomc 
blows  were  infli£led  with  clubs ;  but  all  feemed  determined  on  the 
death  of  Cole-be ;  for  the  man  whofe  life  he  had  in  fo  cowardly  a 
manner  taken  away  was  much  beloved  by  his  countrymen. 

Cole^be,  finding  that  he  muft  either  fubmit  to  the  trial  ufual  on 
fuch  occafions,  or  live  in  the  continual  apprehenfion  of  being  taken 
off  by  a  midnight  murder  and  a  Angle  hand,  determined  to  come 
forward,  and  fuffer  the  bufmefs  to  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other* 
Having  fignified  his  refolution,  a  day  was  appointed,  and  he  repaired 
armed  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The  rage  and  violence  fhewn  by 
the  friends  of  the  deceafed  were  indefcribable ;  and  Cole-be  would  cer« 
tainly  have  expiated  his  offence  ^ith  his  life,  but  for  the  interference 
of  feveral  of  the  military.  Although  adive,  and  extremely  dextrous  in 
the  ufe  of  the  ihield,  he  was  overpowered,  and,  falling  beneath  their 
fpears,  would  certainly  have  been  killed  on  the  fpot }  but  feveral  foU 
dlers  riifhed  in,  and  prevented  their  putting  him  to  death  where  he 
lay,  by  bearing  him  off  to  the  barracks. 

Ben-nil-*long  was  prefent  at  this  meeting ;  but,  it  was  fuppofed, 
without  intending  to  take  any  part  in  it  either  way.  The  atrocity  of 
his  friend's  conduct  had  been  fuch,  that  he  could  not  openly  efpoufe 
his  quarrel ;  perhaps  he  had  no  flomach  to  the  fight ;  and  certainly^ 
if  he  could  avoid  it,  he  would  not,  by  appearing  againft  him,  add  to 
the  number  of  his  enemies.  He  was  armed,  however,  and  unencum^ 
bered  with  clothing  of  any  kind,  and  remained  a  filent  fpe^ator  of 
the  tumultuous  fcene,  until  the  moment  when  the  foldiers  rulhed  in 
to  fave  the  life  of  Cole«be.  His  condud  here  became  inexplicable. 
On  a  fudden,  he  chofe  to  be  in  a  rage  at  fomething  or  other,  and 
threw  a  (jpear  among  the  foldiers,  which  dreadfully  took  effe^  on  one 
of  them,  entering  at  his  back,  and  coming  out  at  his  belly  clofe  to 
the  navel  For  this  he  would  inflantly  have  been  killed  on  the  fpot, 
had  not  the  provoft-mar0ial  interfered  and  taken  him  away,  boiling 

with 
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with  the  moft  favage  rage ;  for  he  had  received  a  blow  on  the  head 
with  the  butt  end  of  a  mufquet. 

It  became  neccflarjr  to  confine  him  during  the  night,  aa  well  to 
prevent  the  mifchicf  with  which  he  threatened  the  white  people,  as  to 
iave  him  from  the  anger  of  the  military  ;  and  on  the  following  moro« 
ing  he  quitted  the  town^ 

This  man,  inftead  of  making  himfelf  ufeful,  or  (hewing  the  lead 
gratitude  for  the  numberlefs  favours  that  he  had  received,  had  become 
a  moft  infolent  and  troublefome  favage.  As  it  was  impoflible  fome- 
times  to  avoid  cenfuring  him  for  his  condudt,  he  had  been  known  to 
walk  about  armed,  and  heard  to  declare  that  it  was  for  the  exprefa 
purpofe  of  fpearing  the  Governor  whenever  he  faw  him.  This  laft 
outrage  of  his  had  rendered  him  more  hateful  than  any  of  his  coun-^ 
trymen ;  and,  as  the  natives,  who  had  fo  conftantly  refided  ahd  received 
fo  many  comforts  in  the  fettlement,  were  now  afraid  to  appear  in  the 
town,  believing  that,  like  themfelves,  thofe  whom  he  had  oflfended 
would  punilh  all  for  the  mifcondu£t  of  one,  it  might  rather  be  ex- 
pected that  Ben-niHong  could  not  be  far  from  meeting  that  punifli- 
xnent  which  he  certainly  provoked  and  faierited. 

There  were  at  this  time  in  the  town  of  Sydney  three  fchools  for 
the  education  of  children  j  and  on  the  breaking-up  for  the  Chriftmas 
holidays  the  Governor  was  gratified  with  the  fight  of  102  clean  and 
decently-dreffed  children,  -who  came  with  their  feveral  mafters  and 
iniftrefles,  and  paid  their  refpeds  to  his  Excellency,  who  examined 
the  progrefs  of  the  elder  fchblars. 

One  moment's  refledion  on  the  vices  that  prevailed  in  the  colony 
will  be  fufficient  to  excite  a  wifh,  that  fome  inftitution  could  have 
been  devifed  for  feparating  the  greater  part  of  thefe  (at  prefent, inno- 
cent) members  of  the  community  from  their  vicious  parents,  where 
they  could  have  been  educated  at  the  public  expence,  their  propen- 
(ities  to  evil  corrected,  and  that  turn  given  to  their  attainments  which 
*{hould  fecure  them  a  ftock  of  ufeful  knowledge.  An  arrangement  of 
this  nature  was  every  day  becoming  more  neceflary ;  there  being  not 

2  lefs 
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lefs  than  300  young  people  already  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  very  few 
of  whom  had  been  born  in  England. 

The  commander  of  the  wrecked  fhip  Sydney-Cove,  having  foli- 
cited  the  Governor  to  fpare  him  rhe  Colonial  fchooner  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  vifiting  the  wreck  of  his  fliip,  and  the  fix  men  whom  he  had 
left  upon  the  ifland  in  charge  of  what  had  been  landed ;  though  he 
could  very  ill  part  with  the  fervices  of  the  veffel,  yet,  in  confideration 
of  the  melancholy  ftate  of  the  people,  and  the  chance  that  there  might 
be  of  faving  fomelhing  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwriters,  his  Ex- 
cellency confented,  and  (he  failed  tlie  latter  end  of  December,  with 
Captain  Hamilton,  to  the  Southward. 

The  weather  was  now  l^ecoming  exceedingly  hot ;  and  as,  at  that 
feafon  of  the  year,  the  heat  of  the  fun  was  fo  intenfe  that  every  fub- 
ilance  became  a  combuftible,  and  a  fingle  fpark,  if  cxpofed  to  the  air, 
in  a  moment  became  a  flame,  much  evil  was  to  be  dreaded  front  fire. 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town  of  Sydney,  a  fire,  the  eflFedt  of  intoxi- 
cation or  careleflhefs,  broke  out  among  the  convids'  houfes,  when 
three  of  them  were  quickly  deflrbyed  j  and  three  miles  from  the 
town  another  houfe  was  burnt  by  fome  runaway  wretches,  who,  being 
difpleafed  with  the  owner,  took  this  diabolical  method  of  (hewing  their 
ill-will. 

TTie  public  labour  of  the  month  at  Sydney  comprifed  the  cohering 
of  the  new  ftore-houfe;  finifliing  the  chuf ch-tower  j  conftrudling 
another  wind- mill ;  completing  the  barracks  of  the  affiftant-furgeons, 
with  neceflary  offices ;  digging  the  foundation  of  a  houfe  for  the  maf- 
ter  boat-builder  j  and  taking  down  one  of  the  old  marine  barracks, 
on  the  fcite  of  which  the  Governor  propofed  to  ered  a  granary. 

At  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  the  wheat  was  nearly  all  got  in  and 
fecured.  At  the  latter  of  thefe  places,  a  capital  barn  had  been  treGted 
for  its  reception,  90  feet  in  length,  with  a  complete  floor,  on  whiqh 
eight  or  nine  pairs  of  thralhers  could  be  employed  without  incon- 
venience. 

3  K  Iq 
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In  order  to  mark  the  annual  increafe*,  it  may  be  proper  to  infert  in 
this  place  an  account  of  the  live-dock,  and  land  in  cultivation,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1797,  belonging  to  Government,  to  the  civil  and 
military  officers,  to  fettlers,  and  others. 


Live  Stock. 

Horfes,        -        -        -        - 

26 

Mare8,     .         -         -         - 

-     5S 

Bulls  and  Oxen,     -        -         - 

132 

Cows,        -        -        -        - 

^95 

Hogs,    -        .         -         - 

4247 

Sheep,          -         -         -         - 

2457 

Goats,  male,       -       - 

781 

Ditto,  female,       -        .         - 

H9S 

Land  in  Cultivation. 
Acres  in  Wheat,         -  -        3j6if 

Acres  for  Maize,         -    .     -  ^3^7 

Acres  in  Barley,         -  -  26 i 

In  addition  to  thefe,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  garden-ground  was 
in  potatoes,  callevances,  and  vines. 

January  lyQS, — The  Irifli  prifoners  who  had  arrived  in  the  laft  (hips 
from  that  country  had  about  this  period  become  fo  turbulent  and  refrac- 
tory, and  fo  diflatisfied  with  their  fituation,  that,  without  <he  moft  rigid 
and  fevere  treatment,  it  was  impoffibte  to  derive  from  them  any  labour 
whatever.  In  addition  to  their  natural  vicious  propenfities,  they  con- 
ceived  an  opinion  that  there  was  a  colony  of  white  people,  which  had 
been  difcovered,  fituated  to  the  S.  W.  of  Sydney,  from  which  it  was 
diftant  between  three  and  four  hundred  miles  ;  and  where  they 
were  affured  of  finding  all  the  comforts  of  life,  without  the  necefEty 
of  labouring  for  them.    In  confequence  of  this  extraordinary  rumour 

•  Sec  the  account  of  the  year  1796  in  p.  331 ;  where,  foyMares  57, read  M^rts  and  H^rfis^  57. 

a  plan 
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a  plan  had  been  formed,  by  fome  of  thefe  deluded  people^  of  efcaping 
from  their  then  refidence  to  this  ideal  one«  The  Governor,  however, 
having  received  early  information  of  the  intentions  of  this  party,  fent 
a  magiftrate  to  them,  defiring  that  he  would  expofc  the  folly  of  their 
plan  ;  but  if,  as  was  fufpeded,  they  (hould  prove  deaf  to  reafon,  and 
refufe  to  be  convinced,  he  was  to  propofe  that  any  fouiPwhom  they 
would  fele<9:  from  their  number,  and  whom  they  might  think  capable 
of  travelling  over  fteep  and  rocky  mountains,  through  thick  and  ex- 
tcnfive  woods,  and  fording  deep  and  rapid  dreams,  fliould  be  fur* 
niihed  with  as  much  provifions  as  each  could  carry  ;  and  further,  for 
the  prote^ion  of  their  lives  during  the  journey,  three  other  men,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  woods,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  favages  of  the 
mountains,  Ihpuld  be  ordered  to  attend  them  as  far  as  they  (hould  find 
themfclves  able  to  proceed,  or  until  a  convidion  of  the  impoffibility 
of  fuccefs  in  their  mad  attempt  fhould  induce  them  to  return.  The 
Governor,  finding  that  they  perfifted  in  their  intention  of  feeking  this 
New  World,  direded  a  party  of  conftables  to  way-lay  and  fecure  as 
many  of  them  ad  they  were  able;  which  was  effeded,  and  fixteen  were 
put  into  confinement.  On  fpeaking  to  them  the  following  day,  they 
appeared  to  be  totally  ignorant  whither  they  were  going ;  but,  ob- 
ferving  in  them  as  much  obflinacy  as  ignorance,  his  Excellency  juftly 
thought  that  he  could  not  ufe  an  argument  more  likely  to  convince 
them  of  their  mifcondud,  than  by  ordering  a  fevere  corporal  puhifli- 
tnent  to  be  in  Aided  on  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  the  principals  in 
the  bufinefs  ;  and  accordingly  feven  of  them  received  each  two 
hundred  lafhes/ 

Being,  on  further  confideration  of  the  neceflity  of  ehecking  this 
fpirit  of  emigration,  determined  to  convince  them,  by  their  own  ex* 
perience,  of  the  danger  and  difficulties  which  attended  it,  the  Go- 
vernor caufed  four  of  the  ftrongefl  and  hardieft  among  them  to  be 
chofen  by  themfelves,  and  properly  prepared  for  a  journey  of  difco- 
very*  They  were  to  be  accompanied  by  three  men,  upon  whom  his 
Excellency  could  depend,  and  who  were  to  lead  them  back,  when  fa- 

3  K  2  tigued 
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tfgued  and  exhaufted  with  their  journey,  over  the  very  worft  and 
moft  dangerous  part  of  the  country.  This  plan  was  no  fooner  fettled^ 
than  it  was  difcovered  that  a  party  of  thefe  mifcreants  had  concerted 
with  the  four  deputies  to  meet  them  at  a  certain  place,  where  they 
were  to  murder  the  perfons  intended  to  be  their  guides,  poflefs  them- 
felves  of  their  arms  and  provifions,  and  then  purfue  their  own  route. 
This  diabolical  fcheme  was  counteracted  by  the  addition  of  four  fol- 
diers  to  the  guides;  and  on  the  14th  they  fet  off  from  Parramatta. 

On  the  24th  the  foldiers  returned  with  three  of  the  deputies,  who, 
having  gained  the  foot  of  the  firft  mountains,  were  fo  completely  fick 
of  their  journey,  and  the  profpeft  before  them,  that  they  requeued 
to  return  with  the  foldiers ;  one  man  only  expreflfed  a  refolution  to- 
perfevere,  and  penetrate  further  into  the  country,  and  was  left  with 
the  guides  for  that  purpofe. 

The  hiftory  of  thefe  people  might  well  be  fuppofed  to  end  here ; 
but  their  reftlefs  (fifpofttions  were  not  calculated  to  remain  long  in 
peace. 

It  will  be  feen  by  rectnring  to  •the  month  of  Odober,  that  a  boat 
had  been  carried  off  in  the  night  by  fome  people  who  were  fi^pofed 
to  hare  taken  her  out  to  fea,  where,  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  boat^ 
they  muft  hare  periflied  j  but  they  were  now,  contrary  to  all  expec«» 
tation,  heard  of  again.  A  fetti  ^r  who  kept  a  boat  gare  information  that 
ihe  had  been  boarded  in  the  night  off  Mullet  Ifland  by  thefe  very  peo« 
pie;  and  that  one  of  them,  having  againft  his  inclination  been  concern* 
cd  in  the  robbery,  had  left  them  and  returned  to  the  fettlement.  From 
this  man  the  following  particulars  were  obtained.  Having  effeded  the 
capture,  they  proceeded  to  the  fouthward^  with  an  intention  of  reach- 
ing the  wreck  of  the  fhip  Sydney-Cove.  For  their  guide,  they  had 
a  pocket  compafs,  of  which  fcarcely  one  man  of  the  fourteen  who  com* 
pofed  the  party  knew  the  ufe.  In  this  boat  they  were  twice  thrown 
on  (hore,  and  at  lad  reached  an  ifland,  where,  had  they  not  fortu*- 
nately  found  many  birds  and  feals,  they  muft  inevitably  have  pe- 
riihed. 

From 
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From  tbe  inconceivable  hardfliips  which  they  underwent,  they 
would,  to  a  man,  have  gladly  returned,  could  they  have  hoped  that 
their  punifhtnent  would  have  been  any  thing  fliort  of  death.  Finding 
it  impoflible  for  fuch  a  number  of  difcontented  beings  to  continue  of 
one  mind,  or  be  able  to  procure  food  in  their  miferable  fituation  for 
fo  many,  they  judged  it  neceflary,  from  a  motive  of  felf-prefervation, 
that  one  half  ihould  deceive  the  other  half;  and  while  they  were  aileep, 
thofe  who  were  prepared  took  away  the  boat,  leaving  their  feven 
wretched  and  unfufpefting  companions  upon  the  defolate  ifland,  the 
fituation  of  which  this  man  could  not  defcribe  fo  as  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernor at  any  time  to  find  it.  Their  number  now  being  reduced  to 
feven,  and  thinking  themfelves  in  danger  fo  near  the  fettlement,  they 
bad  been  lurking  for  fome  time  about  Broken  Bay,  with  a  view  of 
capturing  a  better  boat  loaded  with  grain  from  the  Hawkeibury  ;  and 
this  they  efFeded  by  taking  that  which  we  have  mentioned,  and  after- 
wards a  fmall  one,  containing  upwards  of  fifty  bufhels  of  wheat.. 
After  putting  their  prtfoners  into  the  fmaller  boat,  they  in  the  large 
one  flood  off  to  the  northward  ;  where  it  was  very  probable  they 
would  lofe  their  boat,  ihe  being  of  fuch  afize,  that  if  th^y  (hould  get 
on  fhore  by  any  accident,  they  would  not  be  able  to  launch  her  again^ 
and  muft  finally  perifli. 

Here  we  find  extreme  ignorance,  accompanied  by  great  cunning, 
producing  cruelty ;  for  nothing  lefs  can  be  faid  of  their  abandoning 
the  miferable  uninformed  companions  of  their  crime.  Self-prefer^ 
vation  was  their  plea  ;  but  was  there  not  a  method  within  their  reachy 
which  might  have  preferved  the  whole  ?  Might  they  not  have  returned 
to  Sydney,  and  thrown  themfelves  upon  that  mercy  which  they  had  fo 
often  feeil  exercifed  toward  offenders.  Even  had  no  fuch  examples^ 
however,  given  them  room  for  hope,  the  poifeflion  of  one  fpark  of 
generofity,  one  ray  of  manly  feeling,  would  have  forbid  their  dooming 
the  wretched  companions  of  their  guilt  to  perifh  by  the  hands  of  fa^ 
vages,  or  by  the  more  lingering  pangs  of  hunger ;  but  this  is  ooe 

proof 
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prcof  among  myriads,   that  a  mind  long  inured  to  crimes  hardens 
the  heart,  and  renders  it  callous  to  the  pleadings  of  humanity. 

Occafional  defertions  of  one  or  two  people  at  a  time  had  occurred 
from  the  firft  eftablifliment  of  the  colony ;  but  the  firft  Irlfh  convidls 
that  arrived  from  Ireland  in  the  year  1 79 1  went  off  in  numerous 
bodies,  few  of  whom  ever  returned.  They  too  were  prepoffeffed 
with  a  notion  of  the  poffibility  of  penetrating  through  the  woods  to 
China,  and  imparted  the  fame  idea* to  all  their  countrymen  who  came 
after  them,  Engaging  them  in  the  fame  a<£l  of  folly  and  madnefs.  It 
was  not  then  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Wilfon,  who  had  returned  from 
living  in  the  woods,  fhould,  among  other  articles  of  information,  men* 
tion  his  finding  more  than  fifty  fkeletons,  which  the  natives  affured 
him  had  been  white  men,  who  had  lofl  their  way  and  perifhed.  This 
account  was  corroborated  by  different  European  articles  which  were 
found,  fuch  as  knives,  old  (hoes,  and  other  things  which  were  known 
not  to  belong  to  the  natives. 

On  the  2oth  the  Francis  returned  with  Captain  Hamilton  from  the 
wreck  of  his  fhip.  This  gentleman  (lated,  that  of  all  the  articles  which 
had  been  taken  on  fhore  from  the  veffel,  fome  fpirits  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  coarfe  cloth  alone  had  been  faved,  the  remainder  having 
been  deflroyed  by  gales  of  wind  and  bad  weather.  The  wreck  was 
entirely  wafhed  away.  Of  the  fix  Lafcars  who  had  been  left  with  the 
property,  one  had  .died  ;  the  other  five  were  in  health,  and  had  lived 
tolerably  well,  killing  upon  a  neighbouring  ifland  as  many  kangooroos 
and  birds  as  they  could  ufe.  Thefe  poor  fellows  had  ereded  a  fmoke- 
houfe,  and  had  falted  and  fmoke-dried  as  much  meat  as  would  ferve 
them  during  the  enfuing  winter. 

Notwithftandirig.  the  fevere  trial  which  Cole-be  had  been  put  to  for 
the  death  of  Ye-ra-ni-be,  the  friends  of  that  young  man  had  not 
thought  it  fufficient  to  atone  for  his  lofs.  One  of  them,  Mo-roo-bra, 
in  company  with  other  natives,  meeting  the  culprit,  made  an  attack 
upon  him,  with  a  determination  to  put  an  end  to  the  bufmefs  and  his 

life 
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*  life  together.  Cole-be,  after  receiving  feveral  blows  on  the  head,  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  difpatched  ;  but  Mo-roo-bra,  feeing  him  revive 
and  attempting  to  rife,  returned  to  finilh  his  favage  bufinefs;  which 
fo  exafperated  another  native,  that  in  a  rage  he  threw  a  fpear  with  all 
his  force  at  Mo-roo-bra,  which  entered  his  right  fide*,  juft  over  the 
hip-bone,  and  went  inclining  downwards  quite  through  the  bodjr, 
penetrating  the  bladder  in  its  paflage.  Of  this  wound  he  died  in  about 
an  hour.  On  the  fame  evening  this  generous  fellow  was  attacked  by 
the  friends  of  the  deceafed  in  the  ufual  way  ;  and,  as  might  be 
expeded,  defended  himfelf  with,  great  gallantry,  but  received  two 
wounds. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  an  Irifti  convid,  who  had 
been  fomc  time  miffing,  was  brought  in.  He  had  wandered  about  for 
feveral  days  in  fearch  of  a  road  to  China,  or  the  colony  where  no 
labour  was  required  ;  but  his  ftrength  failing  with  his  provifions,  he 
grew  faint,  as  well  as  faint-hearted  ;  and,  defpairing  of  meeting  with 
any  relief,  he  had  juft  fenfe  fufficient  to  reverfe  the  written  inftrudions 
which  had  been  calculated  folely  to  carry  him  out,  direding  him  to 
keep  the  fun  on  a  particular  part  of  his  body,  varying  according  to 
the  time  of  the  day.  By  this  means  he  reached  nearly  to  the  head  of 
George's  River,  where,  to  his  great  joy,  he  was  met  by  a  fcttler,  who, 
after  detaining  him  at  his  houfe  till  his  exhaufted  ftrength  was  reco* 
vered,  accompanied  him  to  Sydney.  On  being  queftioned  how  he 
found  his  way  back,  he  faid,  "  that  a  paper  compafs  which  had  been 
given  him  was  of  no  ufe  at  all  at  all ;  he  therefore  kept  his  face  toward 
the  place  where  the  fun  came  from  ;  but  if  the  Lord  had  not  been  on 
his  fide,  he  (hould  have  been  loft  ;  for  he  had  been  two  whole  days 
without  any  food,  except  a  little  flour  and  water." 

On  the  firft  of  February  the  Francis  was  again  difpatched  to  the 
wreck  of  the  Sydney-Cove. 

When  Ben-nil-long  accompanied  Governor  Phillip  to  England  in 
the  year  1792,  he  left  a  young  wife  to  deplore  his  abfence.  The 
manners  of  favages,  in  this  inftance,  were  tound  fomewhat  to  refem- 
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blc  thofc  of  civilized  life.  The  lady  furrendcred  to  the  importunities 
of  a  youthful  lover ;  and  of  him  (he  became  fo  enamoured,  that 
neither  the  entreaties,  the  menaces,  nor  the  prefents  of  her  hufband  at 
his  return,  could  induce  her  to  leave  him.  From  that  time  (he  was 
confidcred  by  every  one,  Ben-nil-long  excepted,  as  the  wife  of  Ca- 
ru-ey.  He,  finding  himfelf  negleded  by  other  females  whofc  fmiles 
he  courted  (after  the  faftiion  of  his  country  indeed),  fometimes  fought 
to  balance  the  mortification  by  the  forced  embraces  of  his  wife  ;  but, 
her  fcreams  generally  bringing  her  lover  to  her  aflillance,  he  was  not 
often  fuccefsfuK  In  one  of  thefe  attempts  he  came  off  with  a  fevere 
wound  in  the  head,  the  lady  and  her  lover  laughing  very  heartily  at 
the  rage  which  it  occafioned. 

The  Governor  having  been  informed,  by  fome  natives  who  dwelt 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cow-pafture  plains,  that  feveral  of  the 
wild  cattle  had  been  killed,  and  imagining  this  mifchief  to  have  been 
done  by  fome  of  the  Irtfh  convids  (who  were  nearly  as  wild  as  the 
cattle),  a  party  of  the  military,  with  Hacking,  a  man  well  acquainted 
with  that  part  of  the  country,  was  fent  out,  having  orders  to  furprife, 
and  if  pof&ble  to  fecure  them.  After  being  abfent  fome  days,  they 
returned,  and  reported,  tliat,  having  fearched  the  country  round,  no 
traces  were  to  be  feen  of  the  cattle  in  any  of  the  places  where  they 
had  been  accuftomed  to  range,  nor  did  they  meet  with  any  white  peo- 
ple ;  but  the  natives  perfifted  in  averting  their  having  feen  white  men 
in  that  quarter,  and  added  that  fome  of  the  calves  had  been  run 
down  by  them.  This  was  not  impoffible,  and  the  idea  was  fome- 
what  ftrengthened,  by  their  finding  feveral  fliort  fpears  pointed  with 
the  leg  bone  of  the  kangooroo,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  defigned 
for  ftabbing  the  calves  when  caught.  Although  it  was  the  opinion  of 
thefe  people,  that  the  cattle  had  quitted  the  part  of  the  country  in 
which  they  had  been  fo  long  known  to  graze,  there  was  yet  much 
reafon  to  believe  that  this  was  not  the  cafe ;  for  on  vifiting  them 
before,  they  were  not  always  found  in  the  fame  fpot. 

On 
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On  the  9th  of  JFcbruary^  Ac  three  pcrfons  who  had  beea  fent  out 
^ith  the  Iriihmen,  that  were  fo  defirousof  difcovering  a  country  where 
<hey  might  live  more  &t  their  eafe,  teturaed,  fo  much  exhaufted  with 
the  fatigue,  that  they  had  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  made  their  way 
liack.  By  their  account,  they  had  travelled  in  a  diredion  S.  W,  three* 
fourths  W.  about  1 4.0  miles  from  Parramatta ;  a  greater  diftanee  thaa 
any  European  had  ever  before  been.  They  brought  with  them  a 
bird  (many  of  which  they  had  met  with),  and  which  on  examination 
appeared  to  be  a  variety  of  the  bird  of  Paradife.  The  fize  of  this  cu^i- 
rious  and  handfome  bird  was  that  of  a  common  hen  ;  the  colour  a 
reddifh  black,  the  bill  long,  the  legs  black  and  very  ftrong  :  the  tail^ 
about  two  feet  iniength,  was  formed  of  feveral  feathers,  two  of  which 
were  the  principal,  having  the  interior  (ides  fcalloped  alternately  of  a 
deeper  or  lighter  reddifh  brown  inclining  to  orange,  (hading  gently 
into  a  white  or  filver  colour  next  the  ftem,  cro£Gng  each  other,  and 
at  the  very  extremity  terminating  in  a  broad  black  round  finifhing. 
The  difference  of  colour  in  the  fcallops  did  not  proceed  from  any  prc- 
dfe  change  in  the  colour  itfelf,  but  from  the  texture  of  the  feather^ 
which  was  alternately  thicker  and  thinner.  The  fibres  of  the  outer 
fide  of  the  flem  were  narrow  and  of  a  lead  colour.  Two  other  fea- 
thers of  equal  length,  and  of  a  blueifh  or  lead  colour,  lay  within  thofe ; 
very  narrow,  and  having  fibres  only  on  one  fide  of  the  flem.  Many 
other  feathers  of  the  fame  length  lay  within  thofe  again,  which  were 
of  a  pale  greyifh  colour,  and  of  the  moft  delicate  texture,  refembling 
more  the  fkeleton  of  a  feather  than  a  perfedt  one.  The  annexed 
ENGitAViNG,  from  the  pencil  of  a  capital  artift,  will  give  a  better 
idea  of  this  beautiful  bird  than  can  be  formed  from  any  defcription*. 

*  Since  the  aboTe  was  written^  the  Author  has  been  faTOured  with  the  following  more  mindte 
defcription  :  .  * 

^*  The  bill  of  this  bird,  which  has  been  denominated  Mxhvbla  Superba,  isftraighti  having 
the  noftrils  in  the  centre  of  the  beak.  The  bafe  of  the  upper  mandible  is  furnifhed  with  hairs 
like  feathers  turning  down ;  the  upper  mandible  is  at  thebafc  fomewhat  like  that  of  the  pigeon. 
The  eye  »a  dark  hatttc,  with  a^arc  fpace  around  rt*  The  throat  and  chin  are  of  a  dark  fufoiis 
<M4oiur)  the  reft,  with  the  btidy,  of  a  dvfky  grey.  The  feathers  on  the  rump  are  longer  than 
Uiiyfe  of  line  htfdj,  «ad  nt^n  ditidrd.    The  colour  of  the  wings,  which  are  concave,  is  dark 

3  L  rur<ni6 


442 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY       [February, 


With  the  ripening  of  the  maize  fields,  the  depredations  of  the  na- 
tives returned.  On  the  19th,  the  Governor  received  a  difpatch  from 
Parramatta,  containing  an  account,  that  a  man  had  been  murdered  by 
them  near  Toongabbe,  and  three  others  feverely  wounded :  a  few 
days  after,  two  others  were  killed  in  the  fame  manner.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  rendered  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fend  out  numerous  well- 
armed  parties,  and  attack  them  wherever  they  fhould  be  met  with  ; 
for  lenity  or  forbearance  had  only  been  followed  by  repeated  ad^s  of 
cruelty. 
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rufous.  The  legs  and  claws  are  large  in  proportion  to  the  bird,  particularlj  the  claws.  The 
outward  toe  is  conne£led  with  the  middle  one  as  far  as  the  firft  joint.  The  tail  is  long,  and 
conipofed  of  three  different  forts  of  feathers,  of  which  the  upper  fide  is  of  a  dark  grey,  with 
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Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  Mr.Bafs,  the  furgeon  of  the  Re- 
Kance,  returned  from  an  excurfion  in  an  open  boat  to  the  fouthward^ 
after  an  abfence  of  twelve  weeks.  This  gentleman  recjuefted  the  Go-  ^ 
vernor  to  allow  him  a  boat,  and  permit  him  to  man  her  with  volun- 
teers from  the  King's  (hips ;  propofmg  to  go  along  the  coaft,  and  make 
fuch  obfervations  as  might  be  in  his  power.  The  Governor  readily 
confenting,  he  fet  out,  as  well  provided  as.  the  fize  of  his  boat  would 
allow  ;  and  in  her  proceeded  as  far  to  the  fouthward  as  the  latitude 
40"*  00',  vifiting  every  opening  in  the  coaft ;  but  only  in  one  place 
10  the  fouthward  and  weftward  of  Point  Hicks,  findmg  a  harbour 
cap^ible  of  admitting  (hips.  There  was  every  appearance  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  ftrait,  or  rather  an  open  fea,  between  the  latitudes  of  39®  and 
40^  fouth  ;  and  that  Van  Diemen's  land  confifted  (as  had  been  con«* 
jeftured)  of  a  group  of  iflands  lying  off  the  fouthem  coaft  of  the 
country. 

It  appeared  from  Mr.  Bafs's  account,  that  there  was  but  very  litde 
good  ground  to  the  fouthward.  His  occafional  excurfions  into  the 
interior,  fituated  as  he  found  himfelf  with  an  open  boat,  in  which  he 

could 


ferruginous  fpots^  The  firft  two  lower  feathers,  which  are  a  h'ttle  curved  in  two  dire6lioniy 
are,  beneath^  of  a  pearly-  colour,  enriched  with  federal  crefcent-fhaped  fpaces,  of  a  rich  rufous 
and  black  colour.  The  laminae  are  unwebbed,.  turned  round  toward  the  extremitj,  and  orna- 
mented with  a  black  bar>  the  breadth  of  an  inch,  and  fringed  at  theend.  The  (haft  of  the  fecond, 
which  isiikewife  long,  is  fringed  with  long  hair-like  filaments  ;  and  the  third,  which  is  alfo 
long  and  curved,  is  plumed  on  the  inner  fide  only,  except  at  the  extremity,  where  there  are  a 
few  fepatated  filaments  of  a  dark  grey  colour. 

«'  The  female  Maenura  Superba  differs  very  little  from  the  male,  except  in  the  tail,  which  19 
compofed  of  twelve  feathers  a  little  cunred  and  plumed,  having  the  upper  fide  dark  rufous  and 
grey,  and  the  under  of  a  peariy  colour. 

•*  The  following  curious  particulars  of  thcfe  birds  were  obferved  by  perfons  rcfidcnt  in  the 
country,  and  who  were  cye-witneffes  to  what  is  here  told. 

•«  They  frequent  retired  and  inacceflible  parts  of  the  interior ;  have  been  fcen  to  run  remark- 
ably  faft  ;  but  their  tails  are  fo  cumbrous  that  they  cannot  fly  in  a  dirc6l  line.  They  fmg  for 
two  hours  in  the  morning,  beginning  from  the  time  when  they  quit  the  valley,  until  tbcy  attain 
the  fummit  of  the  hill ;  where  they  fcrape  together  a  fmall  hillock,  on  which  they  (land,  with 
their  tail  fpread  over  them,  imitating  fucccffively  the  note  of -every  bird  known^  jn  the  country. 
They  th^n  icturn  to  the  valley." 
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could  carry  but  a  fmall  {lock  of  provifions,  could  not  be  very  extent- 
five  ;  he,  however,  went  far  enough  to  difcover  that  there  was  but 
little  good  land  near  the  fea  ;  but,  had  it  even  been  fuperior  to  thofe 
parts  which  were  known,  the  want  of  harbours,  even  for  fmall  vef- 
iels,  would  leflen  its  value  much.     He  regretted  that  he  had  not  been^ 
poflefled  of  a  better  vefleU  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  circarn^- 
navigate  Van  Diemen's  land.     On  his  return,  he  picked  up,  on  aai 
ifland  near  the  coaft,  the  feven  men  who^   it  may  be  remembired,. 
were  a  part  of  thofe  that  had  carried  off  a  fettler's  boat,  and  h^d  beeai 
hh  by  their  companiona.     Being  utterly  incapable  of  caking  them. 
into  his  boat,  he  put  them  upon  the  main  land,  after  furniihtng  thenkt 
with  what  was  neceflary  for  their  fupport.     Two^  who  were  ill,  be 
took  into  his  boat,  and  left  the  other  five  to  begin  their  march  of  four  - 
hundred  miles  to  Port  Jackfon.     They  were  nearly  nakodi^and  almoft 
ftarved,  and  muft  have  inevitably  periihed  had  not  Mr.  Bafs  difcorexedi 
them. 

Wiihing  to  obtain  further  ihformatibii  refpediag  a  falt»hill|  foea>. 
by  the  guides  in  their  late  excurfion  with  the  Iri(b  convidka^  the  Go« 
vernor  had  fent  a  trufty  perfon  thither*     At  his  return  he  produced : 
fome  fpecimens  of  various*  veioa  of  ialc  which  he  fell  in  with  in  dif- 
ferent places,  of  ten  and  twelve  feet  in  depth.     He  Mported  that  he  ^ 
found  the  country  every  where  interfered  with  narrow,  but  deep  and 
rapid  branches  of  freih  water  rivers,  over  fome  of  which. he  was  ob^- 
liged  to  ft^im  ;  others  he  was  able  to  ford. 

Having  been  direded  to  feek  f(CH^  the  wild  cattle,  be  found  them 
about  fix  miles  from  the  place  where  they  had  ufually  been  found ; . 
the  herd  was  much  more  numerous  than  any  that  had  hitherta  been ; 
feen,  amounting  to  at  leafl  170,  befides  feverabftragglera..  Itwa&a. 
fatisfaftion  to  know  that  they  were  perfedlly  fafe.. 

The  men  who,  in  the  beginning  of  January^  had  boarded  and  car- 
ried off  a  boat,  were  heard  of  in  the  latter  end  of  March^  when  a 
report  was  fpread  that  9  piratical  boat  was  infefting  the  harbour  of 
Broken  Bay,  and  the  Hawkcfbury  ;^and  the  following  day  a  letter^. 

figned 
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figned  by  thefe  men,  was  received  by  the  Governor,  In  which  they 
profeiTed  to  repent  of  their  former  conduft,  and  implored  forgivenefs. 
They  faid  that  they  had  been  wrecked,  and  with  difficulty,  got  on 
iiiore)  faviogas  much  of  the  remains  of  their  boat  as  enabled  them  to 
build  a  fmaller  one,  in  which  they  had  returned,  to  furrender  them- 
felves  to.  juftice  }  pretending  to,  have  had  their  eyes  opened  to  the 
danger  with  which  attempts  at  defertion  from  the  colony  muft  ever 
be  attended,  and.promifmg  to  convince  the  minds  of  their  ignorant 
oountrymen  that  every  fuch  attempt  mud  be  follovy^ed  by  inevitable 
ruin.  The  language  of  this  letter  was  far  above  the  capacity  of  any 
of  the  party ;  the  truth  was,  they  had  propofed  to  live  by  piracy  ; 
but  after  the  lofs  of  their  boat,  being  no  longer  able  to  procure  provi* 
fions^a&d  in  danger  c^  beings  taken,  they  determined  on  giving  them- 
felves  up  as  thc-fafeft  courfe  they  had  left. 

They  were  armed  with  fivemufquets;  and  certainly  had  the  will, 
aa  well  aa  the  ability,  to  do  a  great  deal  of  roifchief.  They  were 
placed  in  confinement, ,  and  charges  preferred  agj^inft  them  for  piracy, 
which  was  abiblutely  neceOTary  ;  as  the  fufiering  of  fuch  offences  to 
pa&  with  impunity  would  have  been  produdive  of  the  greateft  evil. 

Sixteen  months  having  elapfed  fince  either  provifions  or  (lores  had- 
been  received,, arrivals  from  England  began  to  be  rather  anxioufly  ex- 
ppAed*     Public  works- went  on  flowly  j  the  fervants  of  Government 
being  but-  few  in  propcMriion  to  the  labour  to  be  performed  by  them, 
and  all  kind^  of  implements  bad  in  quality,  and  lcarce« 

There  had  been  very  little  intermiilion  of.rain,  thunder,  and  light- 
ning, during  the  whole  o£  this  months 

Apfil  opened  with  a  necefiary  aft  of  juftice.     Five  men  were  ca- 
ptally  convided,. before  the  court  of  criminal  judicature,  offeizing 
boats  with  an  intent  to  efcape  from  the  colony.     One  man  was.  ca-  . 
pitally  coaviftcdof  arobberyj  three  were  tranfported  to  Norfolk  Ifland, . 
and  one  was  adjudged  ta  corporal  punifliment. 

Two  of  the  five  condemned  for  feizing  the  boats  fuffered  death  at 
Sydney,  after  a  week's  preparatioa  for  that  awful  moment.     Their 

companions 
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companions  were  refpited  at  the  place  of  execution.  Thefe  unfortu- 
nate people  were  both  extremely  penitent,  confeflTed  the  juftice  of  their 
fentence,  and  acknowledged  how  much  mifchief  they  had  done,  and 
Iiow  much  more  they  meditated,  had  they  not  been  overtaken  by 
juftice. 

The  f.ttlcrs,  although  certainly  undeferving  of  the  attention  which 
they  met  with  from  the  Governor,  were  conftantly  laying  their  com- 
plaints before  him  ;  many  of  thefe  either  did  not  exift  at  all,  or  were 
of  a  moft  trivial  nature:  one  of  the  number,  however,  called  for  his 
feriops  attention.  It  originated  in  the  unbounded  rage  for  traflSc  that 
pervaded  nearly  the  whole  fettlement.  The  delivery  of  grain  into  the 
public  ftorehoufes,  when  open  for  that  purpofe,  was  fo  completely 
monopolized,  that  the  fettlers  had  but  few  opportunities  of  getting  the 
full  value  for  their  crops.  A  few  words  will  place  this  iniquitous  com- 
bination in  its  proper  light.  The  fettler  found  himfelf  thruft  out 
from  the  granary,  by  a  man  whofe  greater  opulence  created  greater 
influence.  He  was  then  driven  by  his  neceffities  to  difpofe  of  his 
grain  for  lefsthan  half  its  value.  To  whom  did  he  difpofe  of  it?  to 
the  very  man  whofe  greater  opulence  enabled  him  to  purchafe  it,  and 
whofe  greater  influence  could  get  it  received  into  the  public  (lore ! 
Order  after  order  had  been  iffued  on  this  very  fubjed,  the  ftore- 
keepers  being  moft  pointedly  diredied  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
man  whofe  ^rain  was  the  produce  of  his  own  labour;  and  if  any 
favour  were  (hewn,  to  let  it  be  to  the  poor , but  induftrious  fettler.  But 
thefe  neceflary  and  humane  diredions  had  been  too  often  fruftrated 
by  circumftances  which  were  carefully  kept  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  Governor ;  it  was,  however,  proved  to  him,  that  on  occafion  of 
the  ftore  at  the  Hawkefoury  being  opened  for  the  reception  of  1500 
bulhels  of  wheat,  the  whole  was  engroflfed  by  two  or  three  of  thefe 
opulent  traders,  to  the  exclufion  and  injury  of  others,  and  of  the 
petty  farmers  in  general.  The  ftore-keeper  was  not  difmifled,  becaufe 
a  better  might  not  have  been  found  ;  but  the  Governor  direded,  that 
half  the  quantity  of  wheat  thus  partially  and  improperly  put  in  flioqld 
;  5  be 
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be   taken  away,    and  room  made  for   the   accommodation   of  the 
fettlers. 

A  report  prevailed  among  the  labouring  people,  particularly  the 
Irifti,  who  were  always  foremoft  in  every  mifchief  and  difcontent, 
that  an  old  woman  had  prophefied  the  arrival  of  feveral  French  fri- 
gates, or  larger  ftiips  of  war,  who  were,  after  deftroying  the  fettle- 
ment,  to  liberate  and  take  off  the  whole  of  the  convifts.  The  rapi- 
dity with  which  this  ridiculous  tale  was  circulated  is  incredible;  and 
the  effefl;  fuch  as  might  be  expeded.  One  refraftory  fellow,  while 
working  in  a  numerous  gang  at  Toongabbe,  threw  down  his  hoe, 
advanced  before  the  reft,  and  gave  three  cheers  for  liberty.  This  for 
a  while  feemed  well  received ;  but  the  bufinefs  was  rather  unpleafantly 
interrupted,  by  the  advocate  for  liberty  being  feized  by  order  of  a  ma- 
giftrate,  tied  up,  and  treated  with  a  fevere  flogging.  The  prophe- 
tefs,  a  poor  old  Scotch  woman,  took  an  early  opportunity  of  excul* 
pating  hcrfelf  to  the  Governor,  whom  fhe  aflured  of  her  innocence  j 
proteftin^  that  all  the  foundation  for  the  accufation  againft  her  was,. 
her  having  related  a  dream  that  ihe  had  had,  of  fhips  having  ar- 
rived. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.    XX. 

THE  NAUTILUS  ARRIVES  FROM  OTAHfiITB.*--*MISSIOirARJ£S.«— THE  BAKWEVL 
ARRIVES. — A  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  SENT  OUT. — NATIV£8««-»&R0U1^D  FIXEM 
ON  FOR  THE  MISSION  ABIE  8. -<->TH£  HUNTER  ARRIVES  l^ROM  BENGAL.— 
REGULATIONS.— THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  8VONEY-COVE  DIES.-— THREE 
SOUTHERN  WHALERS  AR^^IVE,  AND  AN  AMERICAN  PROM  THE  ISLE  OF 
FRANCE. — :A  TRANSPORT  WITH  FEMALE  CONVICTS  ARRIVES  FROM  ENO- 
LAND.— NATIVE6. — AN  EXTRAORDINARY  CU5T0M  AMONG  THEM.— THE 
Bi^RWELL  SAILS. — THE  SEMIRAMIS  ARRIVES  FROM  RHODE  I&LANB^^^THE 
CHURCH  AT  SYDNEY  BURNT.— 'RE ELECT I0KS.—>60MC  VB85ELS  t AIL  ;  THE 
NAUTILUS  AND  NORFOLK  FOR  VAN  DIEMEN'fi  LAVB. — ANOTHER.  FIRE  IK 
THE  TOWN-— A  EHIP  ARRIVES  FROM  THE  CAPE  WITH  C ATT LIU—« EN-NIL- 
LONG. — THE  GOVERNOR'S  STrWARD  DESTROYS  HIMSZUF.— STATE  OF  THE 
HARVEST.— THE  FRA2NCIS  RETURNS.— A  BATTERY.— RETURN  OF  STOCK 
AND  CULTIVATED  LAND. — UNRULY  BEHAVIOUR  OF  THE  IRISH. — THE 
NORFOLK  SLOOP  RETURNS  FROM  VAN  D1EMEN*S  LAND.— PARTICULARS.— 
CURIOUS  PETRIFACTIONS. — THE  WOM-BAT  DESCRIBED* 

/^N  the  14th,  a  fmall  brig,  the  Nautilus^  arrived  from  Otaheite  in 
^^  very  great  diftrefs,  being  leaky  and  worn  out.  In  her  came  fe- 
veral  of  the  Miffionaries  who  had  been  fent  thither  from  England  for 
the  purpofe  of  propagating  the  Chriftian  religion ;  but  who,  not  feel- 
ing themfelves  on  a  comfortable  footing  with  the  natives  of  that  ifland, 
had  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  quitting  it  with  their  families, 
to  the  number  of  nineteen",  who  embarked  in  this  little  veflel.  Her  fize 
not  admitting  of  her  receiving  any  more,  fix  or  feven  were  of  neceflity 
left  behind,  whofe  fate  was  certainly  very  precarious.  Thofe  who 
had  arrived  were  treated  by  the  colonifts  with  every  attention,  and 
every  poffible  relief  adminiftered  to  their  diftrefles. 

The 
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The  cxpeftcd  fignal  for  a  veffel  was  at  length  made,'  arid  on  t?ic: 
iSth  the  (Rip  Harwell  arrived  from  England,  .with  male  convidfi, 
and  fome  ftores  and  provifions.  Having  touched  at  the  Gape  of  Grood 
Hope,  (he  there  heard  of  the  lofs  of  the  Lady  Shore  tranfport  in  her 
paflage  to  Port  jackfon,  having  on  board  about  60  convi£|[s,  three 
only  of  ^hom  iJvere  males,  and  a  large  aflbrtmentof  all  kinds  of  ftdres^ 
which  had  been'  fo  long  .and  fo  greatly  wanted*     There  was  alfa  a 
complete  company  of  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  corps  on*, 
boards  to  whom  was  owing  the  lofs  of  the  fliip  j  for,  after  murdering 
the  commander^  and  his  firft  mate,  they  took  pofleiHon  of  the  Oxip, 
and  carried  her  into  Rio  de  la  Plata,  where  (he  was  delivered  up* to 
the  Spaniards*     This  fliip,  befides  the  public  (lores,  had  a  great  ded 
of  private  property  ou  board,  and  was  a  ferious  lofs  to  the  colony. 
.In!  the  Barwell  arrived  a  judge:  advocate,  in  the  room  of  Captaia- 
Gollinsy  who  had  refigned  that  fituation.  ^ 

,  Toward  the  latter  end  df  the  mo^th,  the  fettlers  at  the  northern  farms 
were,  much  annoyed  by  the  natives;  who  came  down  in  a  body,  aud  • 
burnt  feveral  houles»  This  was  not  tlie  only  misfortune  that  attended 
the  farmers  at  this  time,  as  much  mifchief  occurred  from  a  violent 
fquallof  wind»  attended  with  a  (hower  ,of  hail-ftones,  many  of  which 
meafured  fix  inches  in  circumference,  aad  appeared  to  be  an  accumu-  . 
lation  of  fmaller  haU-ftones,  which  bad  adhered  together,  by  the  in- 
tenfity  of  the  cold  in  the  higher  region  of  t|ic  air,  untU  they  became 
of  the  above  fizei     Much  rain  fell  during  the  month. 

The  4th  of  June  was,  as  ufual,  obfervcd  with*  all  the  refpeft  and 
attention  Co  peculiarly  its  due;  and  on  the  6th  the  Governor  went  up 
lb  Parramatta,  in  order  to  travel  into  the  northern  diftridl  in  fearch  of 
a  proper  place  for  fettling,  as  farmers,  fuch  of  the  miflionaries  lately 
arrived  from  Oraheite,  a.s  were  difpofpd  to  continue  in  the  fettlement. 
He  alfo  propofed  to  lix  there  fome  free  fettlers  who  had  been  fent  out 
by  Government,  if  he  fliould  find  a  fufficlency  of  good  ground.  On 
a  minute  examination  of  the  country,  he  had  every  reafon  to  pro* 
nounce  it  fuperior  .to  any  that  had  yet  been  fccn,  and  in  quantity  equal 

3  M  to 
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to  the  eftabltihment  of  feveral  families.  The.  land  was  not  aaly  good 
and  well  watered,  but  every  where  eafily  cleared^  and  at  die  convex 
ntent  diftance  of  five  or  fix  miles  from*  Parramatti^  Being  fatisfied 
with  the  fituation,  he  recommended  it  to  the  .mliTipnaries ;  but  the. 
moft  of  them  declined  it.  To  the  few  who  cppfented,  a  proponioa 
of  tools,  grain,  and  fach  af&ftance  as  could  l)e  fp^vred,  was  giy/en. 

The  houfe  of  Campbell  and  Clarke,  at  Calcutta,  not  difcouraged  by 
the  fate  of  their  unfortunate  (hip,  the  Sydftey*Cov6  (of  which  they 
were  the  proprietors),  fitted  out  another,  a  fnow,  which,  in  compli*^ 
ment  to  the  Governor^  they  named  the  Hunter,  and  fent  her  down 
with  an  afibrtment  of  India  goods,  and  a  few  cows  and  horfes.  She 
arrived  on  the  loth  of  the  month  ;  when  th/s  Governor,  to  cru(h  as 
much  as  poflible  the  fpirit  of  monopoly  'which  had  fo  long  iiibiifted, 
gave  public  notice,  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  fhould  be  difpofed  of» 
Until  the  fettlers  in  the  different  diftri^s  had  ftated  to  him  what  fuma 
of  money  they  could  feverally  raife  ;  which,  it  was  to  be  underftood, 
muft  be  in  government  notes  then  in  their  poffeffion,  and  not  thofe 
which  they  might  purchafe  upon  the  ftrength  of  their  crops. 

It  was  alfo  ordered,  that  no  boat  or  perfon  (except  the  pilot-boat, 
or  fuch  other  as  might  be  fent  with '  an  officer  to  bring  on  fliore  the 
public  difpatches)  fhould  attempt  to  board  any  fhip  arriving  in  the 
harbour,  until  fhe  fhould  be  properly  fecured  in  the  Cove,  and  the 
mafter  had  been  with  the  Governor  and  received  the  port-orders. 

Captain  Hamilton,  the  commander  of  the  Sydney-Cove,  furvlved 
the  arrival  of  the  Hunter  but  a  few  days.     He  never  recovered  from 
the  diftrefTes  and  hardfhips  which  he  fuffered  on  the  lofs  of  his  fhip^ 
and  died  exceedingly  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  his^ 
acquaintance. 

The  month  of  July  opened  with  the  arrival  of  the  Cornwall,  fouth- 
ern  whaler,  the  mafler  of  which  informed  the  Governor,  that  fbme 
Spanifh  cruifers  having  appeared  off  Cape  Horn,  the  whalers  of  the 
fouthern  fifhery  were  direded  to  pafs  into  thefe  feas  during  the  war. 

The 
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The  Cbk'nwkll  'Was  Yellowed  by  two  <«hers,  the  Eliza  from  the  Cape 
V)f' tSoo^  Hope'^  ibd  the  Sally. 

*  ^is  cirduikiftattce  Was  fikely  to  be  attended  with  forae  advantages 
to  the  (ehfement.  The  While-fifhing  on  the  coaft  would  be  effefiually 
tried,  and  the  pbfition  of  Ihoals,  dr  thi  exiftence  of  harbours  or  rivers, 
ifdertjdhed:  ''''   "     '. 

tiaving  iti  *a*  fieW  iday^  refitt^  the  three  wlialers  failed 

tipdn  their  fitong  voyageb.'\  '* 

'  fteyibUs  tt>  their  die^artiire,  the  Argo,.  a  fmall  Ameri'cah  fchobner, 
arrived,  laftfrOni  the  Ifle  of  France^  having  on  board  a  ca'rgb  olffalt 
prbvifions^  fome  French  brandy,  and  other  articles,  upoii  fpeciilation ; 
and  on  the  i8th  arrived  the  BriUnnia  whaler  from  England,  with  94 
femdle  conviSs.  The  cattle  that  came  in  the  Hunter,  and  which 
were  fold  by  audion  about  the  fame  time,  were  not  greater  objects  of 
iconteft  than  were  thefe  ladies,  the  number  of  women  in  thefettlements 
bearing  no  proportion  to  the  men.      '  ''^ 

The  weather  during  July  was  much  colder  than  common  ^t  ttiit 
feafon  ;  and  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country  there  was  a  fliarp  froft 
every  night. 

*  The  Governor  wifhing  to  have  that  part  of  the  coaf^  6xamin6d  in 
which  a  ftrait  was  fuppofed  to  exift  (between  the  latitude  of  J9**^o6'S. 
ind  the  land  hitherto  deemed  the  fouthern  promontory  of  New  Hol- 
land, and  called  Van  DieWien's  land),  refolved  oh  fending  Lieutenant 
Flinders  and  Mr.  Baft,  of  the  Reliance,  on  that  fervice,  in  the  Nor- 
folk (a  fmall  decked  boat  which  had  lately  been  fent  from  Norfolk 
Ifland^ ;  and  gave  ortlers  for  her  being  properly  fitted  for  the  voyage. 

Early  in  Auguft  a  battle  took  place  among  the  natives,  in  which 
Ben-nil-long  was  very  dangeroufly  wounded. 

From  the  knowledge  that  was  daily,  gained  of  the  inhuman  habits 
and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  their  being  Co  thinly  fcattered  through 
the  country  ceafed  to  be  matter  of  furprife.  It  was  conftantly  feeq, 
that  from  fome  trifling  caufe  or  other  they  were  continually  living  in 
a  Rate  of  warfare  j  to  this  muft  be  added  their  brutal  treatment  of  their 
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women,  who  are  themfelvcs  equally  dcftrufti veto  the  meafure .of  po» 
pulation,  by  the  horrid  and  cruel  cuftom  of  endeavouring  to  aufe 
mifcarriage  ;  this  their  female  acquaintance  effed  by  prefling^he 
body  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  dcftroy  the  infant  in  the  womb  ;  which 
violence  not  unfrcquently  occaQons  the  death  of  the  unnatural  mother 
alfo.  To  this  they  have  recourfe,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  carrying 
the  infant  when  born,  which,  when  it  is  very  youngv  or  at  the  breaft, 
is  the  duty  of  the  woman.  The  operation  for  this  deftrudiv^  purpofe 
is  Xe.rmed  mcc-bra.  The  burying  an  infant  (when  at  the  breaft)  with 
the  mother,  if  (he  (hould  die,  is  another  (hocking  caufe  of  the  thinncfs 
of  population  among  them. 

A  fecond  battle  among  the  natives  was  fought  during  the  month, 
in  which  three  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded  ;  among  the  latter 
was  Ben-nil-long,  who  had  but  juft  recovered  from  his  former  wound. 

The  weather  in  July  had  been  remarkably  cold :  in  Auguft  it  was 
as  remarkably  fultry,  and  the  wind  high,  which  fct  many  parts  of 
the  country  on  fire,  and  deftroyed  fome  property.  The  furvcyoi- 
general's  houfe,  with  every  article  in  it,  was  confumed. 

On  the  17th  the  Barwell  failed  for  China*  By  her  the  Governor 
addrefled  a  letter  to  the  Governor-general  of  India ;  informing  his 
lord(hip,  that  having  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  copies  of  the 
letters  upon  the  fubject  of  raifing  recruits  in  Port  Jackfon  for  the  army 
in  India,  which  had  been  received  in  the  year  1 796,  by  the  officers 
who  were  fcnt  from  Calcutta  j  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  that  the  inconveniencies  attending  fuch  a  meafure  would 
more  than  counter-balance  the  advantages  of  it,  and  that  permifTioa 
for  that  purpofe  could  not  therefore  be  granted. 

Another  adventurer  entered  the  port  on  the  ift  of  .Odlober,  yizi 
the  SemiramiS)  from  Rhode  Ifland,  bound  to  China.  She  made  her 
pa(rage  in  three  months  and  nine  days. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  the  church  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
Cove  was  difcovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  every  effort  to  faye  it  proved 
mcffc^ual }  for  the  building  being  covered  with  thatch,  which  was 

at 


w  thetime  ^xbeedin^ljr  dry  anditeifabttftiblc,  it  w«<otBpl«t«ly  ?ea* 
iunned  iiv  on?  hwit.  iTiiis "was  a  great  Ibfs ;  for  during  the  v^ftfkitig 
day&of.die  witk^tbe  bdildti»g  was^  u&d  ^  a  fchbol,  in  which  fr9n) 
i;jo  toJ2QO.  cljHdneniWcrB:.£ddcated,  under  the.  im;iAedfiat.e  i^aCpeOioQ 
of  Mr*  Johnfon,  the  dergyraair. ..  As  thiSibmlding^ftopd,  alpn^^  ai^d 
iio/pisjfon:.waafiiff6ted  tcx  remain  in.  it.  after  the  fchpal  hpurs,  tbtere 
was  not  a  doubt  but  the  atrocious  a<fl  was  the  effcfl  of  defign,  apd  had 
Been  perpekrated  in  cpnfecjaencBicrfi  an,  order  cnforcii^g  %ttendancc:on 
diyiae.fei?vicc,.arid  witfia  yiewija£jendch:iag  libfe  fabbath  a  dfiy  of  4« 
J^Ctdcsecncy.attdifQbriety  asic^ny.o^hCTf  in  the  we^.b^  ;^The  rW^rkew 
.pf  thei  i^ijfQh^ef^.wer/B^.  however,  ^ifappplnted.^ ..  for;  tl)fi  poyereor, 
highly  irritated  at  f^Jch•g^  (haipefuj:.?ift,  ijiffer^d  not  a.fingle  Syaday  to 
be  loft,  haypig  ordered  a  new^  ftpre-houfe,  \Yhich  was  juflt  finiflied, 
to  be  fitted  up  as  a  church.  ;  .    ,  -  .; 

On  the  7th  the  two  Americans  failed  for  China  ;  and  at  the  fanie 
time  the  Nautilus  brig  and  Norfolk  long-boat  failed  for  Van  Diemen*s 
land.  The  Nautilus  was  to  try,  during  that  feafon,  what  the  fcal- 
fifhing  among  the  iflands  to  the  fouthward  might  produce.  In  th« 
Norfolk  were  Lieutenant  Flinders  and  Mr.  Bafs,  who  were  inftruAed 
to  examine  the  exiftence  of  the  ftrait  fuppofed  to  divide  Van  Diemeh*s 
land  from  the  continent. 

The  rage  for  trade  occafion^d  fuch  a  continued  fcene  of  contention 
and  litigation  among  the  people,  that  much  inconvenience  was  ex- 
perienced, in  the  liberties  which  were  taken  of  imprifoning  the  public 
fervants  of  the  crown  for  debts  contraded  with  m^^  of  the  petty 
dealers  j  notwithftanding  an  order  which  had  been  given  out  in  the 
year  1788,  by  the  Jate  Governor  Phillip,  in  which  the  colony  was 
informed,  that  the  convi^s  had  no  prop^&jj;^  of  their  pwn,  their  clo- 
things their  time,  and^ifeeir  /labourvbeirf^ 
niffl\VJ#^;ifett.M.the^^^^ 

of  their  recolledlion,  it  |^ec?im^  necejflary  to  tenew  ir.  Notice  was 
therefore  given,  that  the  public  fetyaSxJ?  of  tliesijrpwn  were  not  to  be 
detained  from  their  duty  by  imprifonment  for  debt  j  and  if  any  perfon 

ihould 
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ihduld  be^  defiri^tt9'V)f  accdrnjiMbdatin^  thmi  wUfat-cMditj  litfiitnttfr  be 
i^hdUy  arid  ^atpfoiuteljhppil.  the  ft^^  .own!  good  f ^th  in 

(be  integrity ^df/uch'iJeople^  had  nQtundecthe  idea  tbattbey: could 
ariieflrainid  indip^ii^  them  according'  tothe  forma  of  laW.  {.  ^nd  it  onras  to 
{}&  generally  unde;rflood)  ithat  Government  would  by  no:  tn^ana  dlf^ 
ptm(b  M^kh  th«  labour  of  ks  *fervanta  for  the  icc^tnmodationiof  aof 
j)fiva«  dealings  wliateven^         :'r.  v  :  u   ;       :,   :  :  n 

'  ^On  the  evening  of  the  iitb^  another  fice  happened  in  Sydn^.  A 
row  of  huildings,  which  had  been  e^d^'for  thenurfes,  and  other  per* 
foni  employed  about  the  Ivofpital,  was  fet  on  fire  and  tocaUy  coofumed 
'Tcfward  the  latter  iend  of  the  month'  the  Governor-vifitfed  the  feti 
tiers' at.  the  Hawkefbury,  and  made  fdnie  ufeful  rigUlatiorii  in  the 
prices  of  labour.  He  found  the  far ms^  promifing  plenty^  The  arihexed 
Engraving  reprefents  the  farm  pf  Baker^  the  fuperintendant. 


A    ) 
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Qn(<^:25.^ th?ilVIai:qqis  (PorniaraWs W»y,ed frpvf^^h^Q^jgti^^fGo^d 

ij:.8  COW&  and  i^  buHp;      ...;-...]i.  .",  •-r.,,..-  -        ,     - 

':  Inftead.pf  livMig  peacfiably.an4  pleiafantly  at  tlie  Gpv^jijnp^'s.hQpfeg 
asihe  certainly  ialwaijraf 'might  hftYfi  dPft^ii  .Ben-niJrlopg  p^/cfefred  fl^^^ 
^tl<fcIAnd^^4agerpil^/wii5ty  qfiiiscwn  cpp^trym^PS^yif^^^^      tbe^fet;- 
tlematitfeply  whm  induced  by  the  rccolkidipn  of  the  cQmforjL^/which 
he'cQuldi  P^'wh^^lfo  obtain.    ,IptelUg?jice  now  r^a^hed.t^e  tow^^ 
ihiA  hQ  wa8>  again,,  dangeroufly  wpuofd^d.  ^ ;  This  n;ian  Ji^d ,  late| y  re*, 
cfiyadand  recpiv^red ..of  ij^v^rftlj^v^pimd^^aqy  of  w^ich .  would  have 
bfcn  fujERc^ept  to  ,|ifave;dpftrpjie^  ^a^  5tfr/RP?^Pv   But  thefe  people,  iu* 
g€yn6ral,:0vved  their  ex?ttence^mpfQ^p,tbeirgood  h?ibitof  body  (Uving 
free.' from  the  ufe. of  fpifrit^pijs  llquorj^  2jnd  the  livcurie^  of.tl^ft  table) 
than  to  any  other  caufe,     Unlefs  this  be  admitted,  it;  will,  bp  difficult 
ta  accoui^t  iof  their  furviving  the  defperate;  wopadswhieh^h^y  h^d 
been  often  knrown  to  receive.  ......  v 

Wc  aanex  a  Portrait  of  BiK^UiL-iLONO  ia  tis.  Europefta  di^%^ 
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An  inftancc'of  the  fatal  effcAd  of  milgmd^d  conduS,  and  a  too  late 
ftnfe  of  crimintility,  Occurred  aboiit  thb  time  In  the  tri^lcal  crid  of 
Nathaniel  Frankljrn,  the  Governor's  ftcward.     This!  man,  whom  he 
had  brought'from  England^  had  th^  Whole  care '^nd  management  bf 
his  lixcellertcjr*«  tfomeftic  ebnderne  Intruftfedto  hknu    He  had  been  re- 
peatedly cautioned  T>y  hi:J  matter  againft  the  many  artf\il  a^d  defigning 
a'cquainfinceViWitc^i  he  had  formed  in  the  town  j  It  Was  proved,  how- : 
ever,  that  lie  had  hot  pofleflcd  fortitiWe  enough  to  wkhftaod  their  foli- 
citations,  but  had  confcnted  to  rob  the  Governor  to  a  very  confiderable 
amount,  abufmg  the  unlimited  confidence  which  had  been  placed  in 
him,  and  making  ufeof  HTs^hame  m  ti  moft  iniquitous  m'anner.     Of 
the  infamy  of  his  condudl  he  Was  at  laft  fatally  fenfible ;  and,  retiring 
into  a  (hrubbery  in  the  garden  of  his  injured  tnafter'«>  houfe,  (hot 
hi mfelf through  the  head. 

'  The  harveft,  which  was  begun  in  November,  was  completed  early  in 
December;  but,  owing  to  a  moft  tediousandunfcfrtuuatc  drought  of 
ten  moht^s^  the*  wheat  did  not  turn  cut  more  than  cne-ihird  of  what 
had  been  expelled. 

On  the  19th  the  Francis  fchooner  arrived  from  Norfolk  Ifland, where 
all  were  in  good  health.  Lieutenant  Shortl^nd,  who  had  received 
diredions  to  fearch  for  Sir  Charles  Middleton  ifiuncl.  and  (haarf,  on  his 
return  produced  his  journal  and  a  chart  of  the  various  traverles  which 
he  had  made  in  quell  of  ihc  ifland^  nd  compared  them  with  thofe 
made  formerly  by  Lieuteii^^ut  (tv  Captain)  Ball  in  his  Ni^jcfjy^a 
armed  brig  Supply,  who  had  !  t  by  Governor  Phillip. cxprefsly 

on  the  fame  purfuit.  The  extcuiive  range  taken  by  thofe  two  ofljcfrs 
in  the  fearch,  and  iheir  not  having  met  with  even  any  indications  of 
land  near  that  fituation,  left  little  reafon  to  believe  in  the  exiftence  of 
the  ifland.  That  of  the  fhoal  was  not  fo  doubtful^  there  being  much 
reafon  to  believe  that  a  dangerous  bank  or  flioal  .did  foniewhere  there- 
abouts exift. 

The  Indifpenfable  and  Britannia  whalers,  which  had  been  fifhing 
on  the  coaft,  returned  on  the  29th,  for  the  repairing  of  fome  defcds 

4  and 
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and  to  refrefli  their  crews.  They  had  not  been  more  than  30  leagues 
from  the  coaft,  and  thought  themfelves  rather  fuccefsful  for  the  time 
(only  two  months)  j  the  one  having  got  54,  and  the  other  60  tons  of 
Spermaceti  oil. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  at  the 
Hawkefbury  ftood  at  107  in  the  fhade.  Many  people  were  at  this 
time  much  afflided  with  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  attended  with  ex- 
treme  pain  j  dyfenteric  complaints  were  alfo  very  common. 

The  feamen  belonging  to  the  Supply  having  completed  their  half- 
moon  battery,  part  of  that  fliip's  guns  were  mounted  on  it ;  and,  ifct- 
addition  to  other  public  works,  fome  people  had  been  employed  in 
white-wafhing  the  houfes  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  repairing  fuch 
of  the  buildings  as  required  iu 

The  live  ftock,  and  the  ground  in  cultivation,  had  been  confider- 
ably  increafed  in  the  year  1 798 ;  as  will  be  feen  by  comparing  the 
following  account  of  each  with  the  return  of  the  preceding  year* 


Live  Stock. 

Horfes 

»          • 

44 

Mares 

» 

73 

Bulls  and  oxen 

^        •        . 

163 

Cows 

■»          •» 

258 

Hogs 

- 

2867 

Sheep,,  male 

- 

H59 

Ditto  female        r 

■■         •» 

2443 

Goats,  male 

• 

787 

Ditto  female 

- 

.  x88o 

Lanjd  in  cultivation. 

Acres  in  wheat 

•            .... 

4659 

Acres  in  maize 

m               '         pte        -' 

1453 

Acres  iti  barley 

m                         «b 

57 
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TTie  new  year  (1799)  commenced  with  granting  certificates  to  fuch 
conyids  as  had  completed  their  feveral  terms  of  tranfportation. 
Many  of  thefe,  having  been  fent  out,  who  had  not  more  than  two 
years  to  fcrve  after  their  arrival,  proved,  by  claiming  their  difcharge, 
a  confiderable  drawback  on  field  labour,  as  well  in  Norfolk  Ifland  as 
in  New  South  Wales.  But  this  was  not  the  only  evil.  In  this  way 
there  were  let  loofe  upon  the  public  a  number  of  worthlefs  charaders, 
who,  not  having  any  means  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  became  a 
troublefome  and  dangerous  peft,  living  by  mifchief  and  robbery. 
They  alfo  confumed  a  vaft  proportion  of  the  provifion  which  was 
raifed  in  the  colony.  Still,  as  the  law  had  fpenc  its  force  againft  them, 
there  was  no  denying  them  the  reftoration  of  their  rights  as  free  peo- 
ple. The  convids  had  fufiered  much  through  want  of  clothing  and 
bedding.  Indeed,- during  the  late  harveft,  feveral  gangs  were  feen 
labouring  in  the  fields,  s^s  free  of  clothing  of  any  kind  aa  the  favages 
of  the  country.  This  had  made  them  infolent  and  difcontented ;  and 
anonymous  letters  were  dropped,  threatening  what  they  would  do  in 
the  proper  feafon.  Some  of  the  Irifh  had  likewife  taken  up  the  idea 
that  Ireland  had  fliaken  oflf  its  connedion  with  England,  and  that 
they  were  no  longer  to  be  confidercd  as  convida  under  the  Britidi 
government.  This  was  a  moft-  pernicious  -idea  tp  be  entertained  by 
fuch  a  lawlefs  fet  of  people,  and  required  the  ftrong  arm^  of  govern- 
ment to  eradicate  it. 

Agricultural  concerns  at  this  time  wore  a  moft  unpromifing  appear- 
ance. The  wheat  proved  little  better  than  chaff,,  and  the  maize  was 
burnt  up  in  the  ground  fOr  want  of  rain.  From  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  fettlement,  fo  much~continUed  drought  and  fuffocAting  heat  had 
not  been  experienced  j  the  couhtry  v^as  in  flames,  the  wind  northerly 
and  parching ;  and  fome  fliowers  of  rain  which  fell  on  the  7th  were 
of  no  advantage,  being  immediately  taken  up  again  by  the  exceffive 
heat  of  the  fun.     .  ;      ^ 

On  the  i2tl),  L^eutcnaBit  Flinders  and,  Mx.^Baf&  returned  from  the 
examination  of  Van  Dieinen's  Land.     As  the  refuU.  of  this  little  voy- 
age 
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age  was  the  afcertaining  of  the  exiftence  of  a  ftrait  feparatlng  Vaa 
Diemen's  Land  from  the  continent  of  New  Holland,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  enter  with  fome  degree  of  minutenefs  into  the  particulars 
of  it ;  and  the  writer  of  thefe  pages  feels  much  gratification  in  be- 
ing enabled  to  do  this/ from  the  accurate  and  pleafing  journal  of  Mr; 
Bafs,  with  the  perufal  and  ufe  of  which  he  was  favoured. 

The  Norfolk,  as  has  been  already  dated,  failed  upon  this  voyage- 
of  difcovery  about  the  7th  of  October  1 798,  with  Lieutenant  Flinders 
and  Mr.  Bafs,  and  on  the  l  ith  anchored  in  Twofold  Bay.  Mr.  Bafs,. 
on  exaihination,  found  Twofold  Bay  fituated  at  the  fouthern  end  of  a 
ihort  chain  of  hummocky  hills,  one  part  of  which  is  much  more  con*- 
fpicuous  than  the  reft,  and  lies  immediately  behind  the  bay.  The: 
land  on  the  weft  fide,  being  a  part  of  this  chain  of  hills,  is  high  and 
rocky*  The  fhore  is  divided  into  fteep  cliff  heads,  with  fmall  inter- 
mediate beaches ;  the  one  formed  by  the  moft  prominent  of  the  ridges,, 
the  other  by  the  fand  thrown  up  at  the  foot  of  their  vallies.  Behind 
the  beaches  are  ponds  of  brackifh  water. 

The  abruptnefs  and  fudden  rife  of  the  hills,  for  the  moft  part,  per- 
mit the  vegetable  earth  to  be  waflied  down  into  the  vallies,  as  faft  as* 
it  is  formed..  Some  of  the  more  gradual  flopes  retain  a  fufficiency 
of  it  to  produce  a  thick  coat  of  tolerably  fucculent  grafs ;  but  the  foil 
partakes  too  much  of  the  ftoney  quality  of  the  higher  parts  to  be 
capable  of  cultivation.  The  dark  luxuriant  foliage  of  the  vallies  points- 
out  the  advantages  which  they  had  received  from  the  irapoverifhed 
hills.  Their  foil  is  rich  and  deep,  _but  their  extent  is  narrow  and 
limited..  Both  hill  and  valley  produce  large  timber,  aad  brulh-wood 
of  various  heights. 

In.  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  bay,  is  a  lagoon,  or  fmalh  inlet,  that 
communicates  with  the  fea,  through  the  beach,  at  the  back  of  whicb 
it  lies.  The  chain  of  hills  here  runs  back  to  fome  little  diftance  from 
the  water,  and  leaves  a  few  fquare  miles  of  rather  good  ground^ 
through  which  the  inlet  was  found  to  take  its  courfe  in  a  winding 
diredioa  to  the  S^  W.  for  fix  or  eight  miles^  where  it  ends  in  fmall 

3  N  2  fwamps. 
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fwamps  and  marfhes.  Large  boats  might  enter  this  place  at  a  third 
flood,  and  proceed  to  the  further  part  of  it.  From  five  to  feven  hun- 
dred acres  of  a  light  Tandy  foil  might  be  picked  out  in  patches  of  frooi 
fifty  to  a  hundred  acres  each ;  but  on  the  fide  next  the  mountain 
it  foon  became  ftoney,  and  on  that  next  the  lagoon  it  was  wet  and 
fait. 

The  country  along  the  back  of  the  bay  lies  in  rounded  ftoney  hills 
fcarcely  fit  for  pafturage,  but  covered  with  timber,  and  patches  of 
iliort  bru/h. 

On  the  fouth  fide  was  another  fliallow  inlet,  larger  than  that  on  the 
S.  W. ;  but  the  returning  tide  did  not  allow  time  to  proceed  to  the 
head  of  it. 

Speaking  generally  of  the  land  round  the  bay,  it  might  be  faid  to  be 
much  more  barren  than  produdtive. 

The  moft  common  timber  is  a  fort  of  gum-tree,  the  bark  of  which, 
along  the  Jtrunk,  is  that  of  the  iron  bark  of  Port  Jackfon  ;  and  its 
leaf,  that  of  the  blue  gum-tree ;  but  its  branches  toward  the  head  are 
of  a  yellow  colour,  and  fmooth.  The  wood  is  longer  grained,  and 
more  tough,  fplitting  eafier  and  more  true,  than  any  other  fpecies  of 
the  gum-tree. 

The  natives  are,  in  perfon,  fimilar  to  thofe  living  about  Port  Jack- 
fon ;  but  their  language  was  perfedly  unintelligible.  They  ufed  ca- 
noes, of  which  they  feemed  very  careful ;  for  on  the  boat  approaching 
a  party  of  them,  they  haftily  paddled  on  fhore,  and,  taking  their  ca- 
noes upon  their  heads,  ran  ofi"  into  the  woods.  This  was  on  Mr. 
Bafs's  firft  vifit.  They,  however,  appeared  lefs  fliy  of  their  vifitors 
on  his  fecond  ;  and  there  was  reafon  to  believe  that  a  friendly  inter- 
courfe  might  have  been  eafily  eftablifhed  with  them. 

But  very  few  marks  of  the  kangooroo  were  feen.  Both  quadrupeds 
and  birds  appeared  to  be  lefs  numerous  here  than  in  other  places.  A 
few  ducks,  teal,  herons,  cranes,  and  a  bird  named  from  its  bill  the  red- 
bill,  were  found,  with  fome  Imall  flights  of  curlew  and  plover  of  a 
beautiful  feather,  upon  the  lagoons. 

The 


1799-]     •  OF  NEW  SOUTH  .WALES.  461 

The  rocks  confift  of  hardened  clay,  in  which  are  mixed  great  num- 
bers of  fmall  ftones,  varioufly  tinged,  fome  with  red,  others  with  yeU 
low.  Small  portions  of  calcareous  fpar  lie  fc  littered  about  upon  the 
Airface  of  the  rocky  ground  ;  ftrata  of  which  are  depofited  irregularly 
in  fiflures  formed  in  the  body  of  the  rocks  themfelves. 

Leaving  Twofold  Bay,  the  floop  proceeded  to  the  fouthward  ;  and 
on  the  17th  (he  made  a  fmall  clufter  of  iflands,  in  latitude  38''  16', 
which  now  bears  the  name  of  Kent's  Iflandsi  Thefe  are  fix  or  feven 
in  number,  and  of  various  fizes.  Their  height  is  very  confiderable ; 
and  they  are  as  irregular  in  figure  as  can  well  be  imagined  in  land 
whofe  hummocks  are  no  one  of  them  more  lofty  than  another.  This 
fmall  group  appears  to  be  formed  of  granite,  which  is  imperfedly 
concealed  by  long  draggling  dwarfiih  bruih,  and  fome  few  iliil  more 
diminutive  trees ;  and  is  curfed  with  a  fterility  that  might  fafely  bid 
defiance  to  Chinefe  induftry  itfelf.  Nature  is  either  working  very 
flowly  with  thofe  iflands,  or  has  altogether  ceafed  to  work  upon  them; 
for  a  more  wild  deferted  place  is  not  eafily  to  be  met  with,  £vea 
the  birds  feemed  not  to  frequent  them  in  their  ufual  numbers. « 

Having  pafled  Kent's  group,  ftanding  to  the  fouthward,  the  next 
morning  Furneaux's  Iflands  were  in  fight,  and  on  the  following  day^ 
they  anchored  at  Prefervation  Ifland,  which  is  one  of  them.  Thefe 
iflands  appear  to  confift  of  two  kinds,  perfedly  diflimilar  in  figure, 
and,  moft  probably,  of  v«ry  unequal  ages,  but  alike  in  the  materials 
of  which  they  are  formed.  Both  kinds  are  of  granite  ;  but  the  one  is 
low,  and  rather  levd,  with  a  fand  covered  with  low  brufti  and  tufted 
grafs:  the  other  is  remarkably  high,  bold,  and  rocky,  and  cut  inTo  a 
variety  of  fingular  peaks  and  knobs ;  fome  little  vegetable  foil  lies 
upon  thefe. 

Prefervation  Ifland  is  of  a  very  moderate  height.  A  furface  of 
fand,  varying  in  depth,  and  mixed  in  diflFerent  fcanty  proportions  with 
vegetable  foil,  fcarcely  hides  from  view  the  bafe,  which  is  of  granite.; 
In  Cbveral  places,  vaft  blocka  of  this  done  lie  fcattered  about ;  as  free 
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from  vegetation  and  the  injuries  of  the  weather  as  if  they  had  fallen 
but  yefterday  :  and,  what  is  remarkable,  moft  of  them,  probably  all, 
are  evidently  detached  from  the  ftone  upon  which  they  reft,  fo  entirely 
that  they  might  be  dragged  from  the  places  where  they  lie,  if  it  were 
thought  worth  while  to  apply  a  power  fufficient  to  produce  fo  ufeleft 
an  efFedl.  It  would  feem,  then,  that  thefe  loofe  blocks  have  fallen 
from  fome  place  higher  than  that  upon  which  they  were  found ;  but 
that  is  impoflible,  for  they  are  higher  than  any  part  of  the  ifland. 
And  the  fuppofition  that  the  injuries  of  the  air  and  the  rain  caufed 
the  removal  of  that  part  of  the  granite  which  might  originally  have 
been  of  a  correfponding  height  with  thefe  remaining  blocks,  feems 
hardly  admiffible  in  the  prefent  inftance.  Perhaps  fubterraneous  or 
volcanic  fire  may  have  caufed  this  curious  appearance. 

The  vaft  bulk  of  thefe  blocks  renders  them  fo  confpicuous,  that  the 
attention  is.  firft  ftruck  with  them  upon  approaching  the  ifland« 
There  is  on  ihe  north  fide,  where  the  illand  is  particularly  low  and 
narrow,  a  flip  of  calcareous  earth,  which  difcovers  itfelf  near  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water.  It  is  not,  for  the  moft  part,  pure ;  for  broken  pieces 
of  the  granite  are  mixed  with  it  in  various  proportions.  Some  parts 
are  a  mere  mafs  of  thefe  broken  pieces  cemented  together  by  the  cal- 
careous matter ;  whilft  others  are  an  almoft  perfedl  chalk,  and  are 
capable  of  being  burnt  into  excellent  lime.  Broken  fea-fhells  and 
other  exuviae  of  marine  animals,  are  apparent  throughout  the  whole 
mafs. 

Upon  the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  this  chalky  rock,  was  found  a  very 
confiderable  quantity  of  the  black  metallic  particles  which  appear 
in  granite  as  black  fliining  fpecks^  and  are,  in  all  probability,  grains 
of  tin. 

To  find  this  fmall  bed  of  th^  remains  of  fhell  animals,  of  which 
ahalk  is  formed  wherever  found,  in  fuch  ail  unexpected  fituation^  ex* 
cited  fomefurprife  ;  and  Mr.  Bafs  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  the  caufe 
of  this  depofit,  by  examining  the  form  x)f  the- neighbouring  parts  of 
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the  ifland.  The  rcfult  of  his  inquiries  and  conjeftures  amounted  to 
this :  that  as  traces  of  the  fea,  and  of  the  effeds  of  running  waters, 
were  plainly  difcernible  in  many  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  vicinity  of  this  depofit  of  chalk  and  granite,  it  feemed 
highly  probable,  that  it  had  been  formed  by  two  ftreams  of  the  tide  j 
which,  when  the  ifland  was  yet  beneath  the  furface  of  the  fea,  having 
fwept  round  a  large  lump  of  rocks,  then  met  and  formed  an  eddy, 
where  every  fubftance  would  fall  to  the  bottom.  The  lump  of  rocks 
is  now  a  rocky  knoll,  which  runs  tapering  from  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  ifland  towards  the  chalk.  On  each  fide  of  it  is  a  gap,  through 
which  the  two  ftreams  appear  to  have  paflicd. 

The  vegetation  on  the  ifland  feems  brown  and  fl:arved.  It  confifts 
of  a  few  ftunted  trees,  with  feveral  patches  of  brufli,  clofe  fet  and  al* 
mod  impenetrable. 

;  A  finall  fpot  upon  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland  prefented  a  pheao- 
imenon  which  fe?med  not  eafily  explicable  by  any  known  laws  of  that 
clafs  of  natural  hiftory.to  which  it  alone  was  referable. 

Aroidft  a  patch  of  naked  fand,  upon  one  of  the  highefl:  parts  of  the 
ifland,  at  not  lef^  than  lop  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  within  the 
limits  of  a  few  hundre;}  yards  fquare,  were  lying  fcattered  abou:  a 
number  of  ftiort  broken  branches  of  old  dead  trees,  of  from  one  to 
three  inches  in  diameter,  and  feemingly  of  a  kind  fimilar  to  the  large 
brufliwood.  Amid  tbefe  broken  branches  were  feen  flicking  up  feveral 
white  flioney  ftomps,  of  fizes  ranging  between  tjie  above  diameter, 
9SDi  m  height  frpm  a  foot  tq  a  foot  awd  a  half.  Their  peculiar  form, 
tog«6h!«  witH  a  niwwber  pf  prongs  of  their  own  quality,  proj^^in^  ia 
difl^rent  di^eaions  from  around  their  bafe,  and  entering  the  ground 
in  the  manner  of  roots,  prefented  themfelves  to  the  mind  of  an  ob- 
ferwr  writh  4^.  ftdking  refemblance  to  the  flumps  and  roots  of  fmall 
trees.  /  Ti)«^e  "werfeextre^iely  brittle,  many  of  them,  vvh'ea  taken  into 
thfttapd^Urealupg.with  their  Qtvn  weight. 
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On  being  broken  tranfverfely,  it  was  immediately  feen  that  the 
internal  part  was  divided  into  interior  or  central,  exterior  or  cortical. 
The  exterior  part,  which  in  different  fpecimens  occupied  various  pro- 
portions of  the  whole,  refembled  a  fine  white  and  foft  grit-ftone  j  but 
acids,  being  applied,  (hewed  it  to  be  combined  with  a  confiderable 
portion  of  calcareous  matter.  The  interior  or  central  part  was.  always 
circular ;  but  was  feldom  found  of  the  fame  diameter,  or  of  the  fame 
compofitipn,  on  any  two  flumps.  In  fome,  the  calcareous  and  fandy 
matter  had  taken  fuch  entire  pofleffion,  that  every  fragment  of  the 
wood  was  completely  obliterated ;  but  yet  a  faint  central  ring  remained. 
In  others,  was  a  centre  of  chalk,  beautifully  white,  that  crumbled 
between  the  fingers  to  the  fined  powder ;  fome  confifted  of  chalk  and 
brown  earth,  in  various  quantities,  and  fome  others  had  detained  a 
few.  frail  portions  of  their  woody  fibres,  the  fpaces  between  which  were 
filled  up  with  chalky  earth. 

It  appeared,  that  when  the  people  of  the  Sydney-cove  firft  landed 
on  thelfland,  the  pieces  of  dead  branches  that  at  the  time  were  lying 
round  the  flumps,  then  formed,  with  them,  the  ftems  and  branches 
of  dead  trees  complete.  But  by  the  time  Mr.  Bafs  vifited  the 
place,  the  hands  of  curiodty,  and  the  frolics  of  an  unruly  horfe  that 
was  faved  from  the  wreck,  had  reduced  them  to  the  ftate  already 
defcribed. 

Mr.  Bafs  had  learned,  from  authority  on  which  he  could  rely,  that 
when  the  trees  were  in  a  complete  ftate,  the  diameter  of  the  dead 
wood  of  the  ftem  that  rofe  immediately  from  the  ftoney  part,  was 
equal  to  the  diameter  of  that  part ;  and  alfo  that  a  living  leaf  was 
feen  upon  the  uppermoft  branches  of  one  of  them.  But  he  could 
not  afcertain  whether  the  ftoney  part  of  th6  ftem  was  of  an  equal 
height  in  all  the  trees. 

To  difcover  to  what  depth  the  petrification  had  extended^  Mr.  Bafe 
fcratched  away  thefand  from  the  feet  of  many  of  the  ftumps,  and 
in  no  inftance  found  it  to  have  proceeded  more  than  three  or  four 
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inches  beneath  the  furface  of  the  fand,  as  it  then  lay  j  for  at  that  depth 
the  brown  and  crumbling  remains  of  the  root  came  into  view.  There 
were,  indeed^  parts  of  the  root^  which  had  undergone  an  alteratioa 
fimilarto  that  which  had  taken  place  in  the  ftems:  but  thele  tended 
to  eftablifti  the  limits  of  the  petrifying  power  ;  for  they  had  felt  it 
only  either  at  their  firft  outfet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ftems,  or  when, 
being  obftruded  in  their  progrcfs,  they  had  of  neceflity  arched  up- 
Tvards  toward  the  furface. 

In  attempting  to  account  for  the  caufe  that  had  operated  to  produce 
this  change  in  the  ftrufiure  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  ftems  of  thefe 
trees,  Mr.  Baifs  felt  the  utmoft  diffidence.  He  found  that  afl  his 
conjedures,  which  were  beft  fupported  by  exifting  fads,  led  him  to 
place  them  among  petrifadions  ;  although  no  ftrict  analogy  could  be 
ieen  between  them  and  the  fubjeds  ufually  met  with  of  this  kind- 
Admitting  them,  however,  as  petrifafilions,  it  is  certfiin  that  there 
nnuft  once  have  exiftcd  a  pond  in  \vbich  the  petrifying  water  was 
contained ;  but  the  ground  in  their  neighbourhood  retained  no  po- 
sitive traces  of  any  fuch  receptacle.  There  were,  indeed,  near  them, 
fome  few  lumps  or  banks  confiding  of  fand,  and  a  little  vegetable 
earth  which  was  held  together  by  dead  roots  of  fmall  trees,  and  ele- 
vated above  the  reft  of  the  ground,  to  the  height  of  five,  fix,  or  eight 
feet ;  but  the  relative  pofition  of  thefe  with  each  other  was  fo  coa- 
4ufed  and  irregular,  that  nothing  but  the  necefiity  of  a  once  exifting 
refervoir  could  ever  lead  any  one  to  conjeAure  that  thefe  might  have 
been  parts  of  its  bank.  Mr.  Bafs,  however,  rather  concluded  that  this 
muft  have  been  the  cafe,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  bank  bad 
been  torn  away,  and  the  pond  itfelf  annihilated  by  fome  violent  effort 
of  an  unknown  power. 

Notwithftanding  the  narrow  limits  of  the  iiland,  abundance  of 
fmall  kangooroos  were  fbuiid  to  inhabit  its  bu&y  parts.  Thore  were 
footy  petrels,  likewife,  in  great  abundance.  The  water  ef  this  ifland 
was  thought  to  have  been  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
Sydney-Cove.     It  was  fuppofod  to  contain  Arfenic,  which  was  highly 
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probable,  from  an  experiment  that  was  madi  with  the  metallic  par- 
tides  that  were  taken  to  be  tin  :  a  large  fume  of  what  bore  marks  oif 
arfcnic  arofe  from  the  crucible  during  the  time  of  fmelting  it.  Water 
was  at  firft  very  fcarce  ;  but,  owing  to  fome  unufual  falls  of  rain^ 
fevcral  Kttle  runs  and  fwamps  were  found  j  and  a  low  piece  of  ground^ 
where  the  inhabitants  had  depofited  their  dead,,  was.  now  a  pond  of  aa 
excellent  quality. 

Although  he  had  feen  but  few  of  the  low  iflands  of  Furneaux,  yet 
Mr.  Pafs  had  not  any  doubt '  but  that  this  account  of  Prefervatioa 
Ifland  would  in  generaJ  anfwer  for  the  defcrrption  of  aay  of  them.. 

Mr.  Bafs's  next  landing  was  on  the  fouthern  end  of  Cape  BarreR> 
Ifland  ;  which  was  indeed  barren  j  but  it  was,  he  remarks,  very^ 
fmgular,  that  a  place  wherein  food  feemed  to  be  fo  fcarce,  (hould  yet 
be  fo  thickly  inhabited  by  the  fmall  bruih  kangooroo,.  and  a  new 
quadruped  which  was  alfo  a  grafs-eater* 

This  animal,  being  a  ftranger,  appears  to  merit  »  particular  deftrip^ 
tion.  The  Wom-bat  (or,  as  it  is  called  by  the  natives  of  Port  Jack- 
fon,  the  Wombaek)  is  a  fquat,  thick,  fliort-^legged,  and  rather  inadive^ 
quadruped,  with  great  appearance  of  (lumpy  ftrength^aBd  ibmewhat 
bigger  than  a  large  turn-fpit  dog.  Its  figure  and  movements,  if  they 
do  not  exaftly  refemble  thofe  of  the  bear,  at  leaft  ftrongly  remind  one 
of  that  animal.  Its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  tail  to  the  tip  of  the 
nofe,  is  thirty-one  inches^  of  which  its^  body  takes  up  twenty-three 
and  five-tenths.  The  head  is  feven  inches  and  the  tail  five-tenths.. 
Its  circumference  behind  the  fore-legs^  twenty-fevea  inches  j  acrofe 
the  thickeft  part  of  the  belly  thirty-one  inches*  Its  weight,  by  hand, 
is  fomewhat  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  pounds.  The  hair  i» 
coarfe,  and  about  one  inch,  or  an  inch  and  five-tenths,  in  length ; 
thinly  fet  upon  the  belly,  thicker  on  the  back  and  head,  and  thickeft 
upon  the  loins  and  rump.  The  colour  of  it  a  light  iandy  brown,  o£ 
varying  {hades,  but  darkefl  along  the  back. 

The  head  is  large  and  flattifh,  and,  when  we  are  looking  thq  animal 
full  in  the  face,  feemS|  excluding  the  ears,  to  form  nearly  an  equilateral 
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triangle,  any  fide  of  which  is  about  feven  inches  and  five-tenths  in 
length;  but  the  upper  fide,  or  that  which  conftitutes  the  breadth  ot 
the  head,  is  rather  the  ihorteft.  The  hair  upon  the  face  lies  in  re- 
gular order,  as  if  it  were  combed,  with  its  ends  pointed  upwards  in 
a  kind  of  radii  from  the  nofe,  their  centre. 

The  ears  are  fharp  and  ered,  of  two  inches  and  three-tenths  in 
length,  ftand  well  afunder,  and  are  in  nowife  difproportionate.  The 
eyes  are  fmall,  and  rather  funken  than  prominent,  biit  quick  and 
lively.  They  are  placed  about  two  inches  and  five-teilths  afunder,  a 
little  below  the  centre  of  the  imaginary  triangle  towards  the  nofe.  The 
nice  co-adaptation  of  their  ciliary  procefles,  which  are  covered  with 
fine  hair,  feems  to  afford  the  animal  an  extraordinary  power  of  ex- 
cluding whatever  might  be  hurtfuL 

The  nofe  is  large  or  fpreading ;  the  noftrils  large,  long,  and  capa- 
ble of  being  clofed.  They  ftand  angularly  with  each  other,  and  a 
channel  is  continued  from  them  towards  the  upper  lip,  which  Is  di- 
vided like  that  of  the  hare.  The  whifkers  are  rather  thick  and  ftrong, 
and  arc  in  length  from  two  to  three  inches  and  five-tenths.  The 
opening  of  its  mouth  is  fmall ;  it  contains  five  long  grafs-cutting  teeth 
in  the  front  of  each  jaw,  like  thofe  of  the  kangooroo ;  within  them  \% 
a  vacancy  for  an  inch  or  more  j  then  appear  two  fmall  canine  teeth  of 
equal  height,  with,  and  fo  much  fimilarto,  eight  molares  fituated  be- 
hind, as  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguifhable  from  them.  The  whole  num- 
ber in  both  jaws  amounts  to  twenty-four. 

The  neck  is  thick  and  ftiort,  and  greatly  reftrains  the  motions  of 
the  head,  which,  according  to  a  commpn  expreflion,  looks  as  if  it 
were  duck  upon  the  fhonlders.  ~ 

From  the  neck  the  back  arches  a  little  as  far  as  the  loins,  whence 
it  goes  off  at  a  fiat  ilope  to  the  hindmoft  parts,  where  not  any  tail  is 
vifible.  A  tail,  however,  may  be  found  by  carefully  pafllng  the  finger 
over  the  flat  flope  in  a  line  with  the  back-bone.  After  feparating  the 
hairs,  it  is  feen  of  fome  five-tenths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  from 
three  to  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter^  naked^  except  fox  a  few 
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IhoTt  6ne  hairs  near  its  end.     ThU  curious  tail  Teemed  to  hold  a« 
much  bolder  proportion  tn  the  young  than  in  the  fall-grown  animal. 

The  fore  legs  are  very  ftrong  and  mufcular ;  their  lengthy  to  the 
fole  of  the  paw,  is  five  inches  and  five-tenths^  and  the  diftancc  be- 
tween them  is  five  inches  and  five-tenths.     The  paws  are  fleftiy, 
round,  and  large,  being  one  inch  and  nine-tenths  in  diameter.     The 
claws  are  five  in  number,  attached  to  as  many  fhort  digitations.     The 
three  middle  claws  are  ftrong,  and  about  eight  or  nine-tenths  of  an 
inch  in  length  j  the  thumb  and  little  finger  claws  are  aJfo  ftrong,  but 
£horter  than  the  others,  being  only  from  fix  to  feven  tenths  of  an  inch. 
The  fleftiy  root  of  the  thumb  claw  is  fmaller  and  'more  flexible  than, 
thie  others*     The  fole  of  the  paw  is  hard,  and  the  upper  part  is  co- 
vered with  common  hair,,  down  to  the  roots  of  the  claws  which  it 
overhangs^     The  hind  legs  are  lefa  ftrong  and  mufcular  than  the  fore ;: 
their  length,  to  the  fole,  is  five  inches  and  five-tenths ;  the  diftance^ 
between,  feven  inches^  and  five-tenths.     The  hind  paw  is  longer  thau- 
the  fore,  but  not  lefs  flefliy.     The  daws  are  four  in  numben     The. 
three  inner  ones  are  lefs  ftrong,  but  about  two-tenths  of  an  inch 
longer  than  the  longeft  of  the  fore  claws  ;  and  there  is  afleftty  fpur 
in  the  place  of  a  thumb  claw.     The  whole  paw  has  a  curve,  which 
throws  its  fore  part  rather  inward. 

In  fize  the  two  fexcs  are  neatly  the  fame ;  but  the  female  is,  per- 
haps, rather  the  heavieft. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bafs,  this  Worn-bat  feemed  to  be  very  otcono- 
xhically  made  j  but  he  thought  it  unneceflary  to  give  an  account  of  its 
internal  ftrufture  in  his  journal. 

This  animal  has  not  any  claim  to  fmftnefs  of  foot,  as  moft  men 
^ould  run  it  down.  Its  pace  is  hobbling,  or  fliuiling,  fomething  like 
the  awkward  gait  of  a  bear.  In  difpofition  it  is  mild  and  gentle;  but 
it  bites  hard,  and  is  furious,  when-provoked.  Mr.  Bafe  never  but  once 
heard  its  voice ;  but  at  that  time  it  was  a  low  cry,  between  a  faiftHig 
and  a  whizzing,  which  could  not  be  heard  at  a  diftance  of  more  than 
thhrty  or  forty  yards.     He  chafed  one,  and  with  his  hands  under  the 
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Kelly  fuddeitljr  lifted  him  off  the  ground,  and  kid  him  upon?  hi$  hack, 
along  his  arm>  like  a  child*     It  mad^  no  noife,  nor  any  effort  to 
©fcape,  not  even  a  ftruggle.     Ita  countenance  was  placid,  and  it  fe^roed 
as  contcoted  as  if  k  had  he€Q  nurfed  by  Mr.  Baf&*  from  it*  infancy. 
He  carried  the  bcaft  upwards  of  a  mile,  and  often  fliifted  biro  from 
arm  to  arm,  fometimes  laying  him  upon  his  fhoulder,  all  of  which 
he  took  in  good  part ;  until,  being  obliged  to  fecure  his  lega  while 
Re  went  into  the  brufti  to  cut  a  fpecimen  of  new  wood,  the  creature's 
anger  arofe  with  the  pinching  of  the  twine  j  he  whizzed  with  all  his- 
might,  kicked  and  fcratched  mod  furiouUy,  and  fnapped  off  a  piece 
from  the  elbow  of  Mr.  Bafs's  coat.     Their  friendfliip  was  hereat  att- 
end ;  and  the  creature  remained  implacable  all  the  way  to  the  boat> . 
ceaiing  to  kick  only  when  he  wasexhaufted* 

This  cireuinftance  feemed  to  indicate,  that  with  kind  treatment  the 
Worn-bat  might  foon  be  rendered  extremely  docile,  and  probably  af- 
feftionate ;  but  let  his  tutor  beware  of  giving  him  provocation,  at  leaft  - 
if  hefhould  be  full  grown. 

Both  in  thefe  iflands,  and  in  the  mountains  to  the  weftward  of  Port  < 
Jackfon,  their  habitation  is  underground,  the  creature  being  admirably  ' 
formed  for  burrowing ;  but  to  what  depth  it  defcends  does  not  feem  to  > 
be  afcertained* .  His  food  Is  not  yet  well  known  ;  but  the  ftdmachs  of - 
fuch  as  Mr.  Bafs  examined  were  diftended  with  a  coarfe  wirey  grafs.^ 

Thfe  annexed  Representation  of  this  new  and  curious  addition:^ 
to  the  animals  of  New  South  Wales,  was  taken  from  a  living  ftibjeA,  , 
which  was  a  female,  and  had  the  charaderiftic  mark  which- claffed  it  : 
with  the  opoffum  tribe^  the  pouch  or  bag  for  its  young.  . 

Cape  Barren^  befides  the  kangooroo  and  Wom-bat,  is  inhabited  by  ' 
the  porcupine  ant-eater-,  a  rat  with  webbed  feet;  parroquet8,^nd  a  *^ 
fmall  bird  of  beautiful  plumage  unknown  at  Port  Jackfon.*  Black: 
fnakes  with  venomous  fangs  were  numerous;  and  the  rocks  toward  « 
thfe  fea  were  covered  with  fur-feals  of  great  beauty.     "'In  point  of 

•  The  ]cangooroo>  and  fomc  other  ammab  of  New  South  Wales,  are  reniarkabk  for  beiog  ; 
domelticated.  as  foon  a«  taken. 

aaimated  ' 
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animated  \i£e»  nature  feems  (fays  Mn  Bafs)  to  have  a^fted  fo  oddly 
with  this  and  the  neighbouring  iflands,  that  if  their  rich  ftores  were 
thoroughly  ranfacked^  I  doubt  not  but  the  departments  of  natural 
hiftory  would  be  enlarged  by  more  new  and  vahiable  fpecimens 
than  they  ever  before  acquired  from  any  land  of  many  times  their 
extent." 
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CHAR  xxr. 

•  THE  NORFOLK  PROCEED^  ON  HER  VOYAGE. — DISCOVER  PORT  DALRYMPLE.— 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  COUNTRY  WI'lfHIN  IT. — NATURAL  PRODUCTION. — ANI- 
MALS —SAGACITY  AND  NUMBERS    OF  THE  BLACK  SWAN.  — INHABITANTS* 

RANGE  OF  THE  THERMOMETER. — PASS  TABLE  CARE.— -PROCEED  TO  THK 

SOUTHWARD   AMD    WESTWARD. THE     NORFOLK    PASSES    THE    STRAIT^— 

OBSERVATIONS  THEREON.— PROCEEDS  TO  THE  SOUTHWARD. — DE  WITT's 
ISLES.— ENTER  THE  DERWENT  RIVER.— OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  DERWENT,. 

SOME    NATIVES    SEEN. — PARTICULARS    OF    ONE    VENOMOUS     SNAKE.-— 

COMPARISON  BETWEEN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES    AND   VAI^  DI£M£N*S  L^ND.— 
ARRIVE  AT  PORT  JACKSON.— ADVANTAGES  OF  BASS  STRAji*. 

T  EAVING  Furaeaux^s  Iflands,  the  Norfolk  proceeded  toward  the 
north  coaft  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  Novem* 
ber  they  paffed  within  a  mile  of  a  high  graffy  cape,,  which  is  the  fea- 
ward  extremity  of  a  ridge^  that,.rifing  by  a^gentleafcent^  retreats,  and 
joins  fome  chains  of  lofty  mountains.  A  fmall  rocky  iiland  lay  two 
miles  from  it  ta  the  W.  S.  W.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  40®  ^^'  25", 
and  the  longitude  147*  16'  30". 

Early  in  the  afternoon  a  gap  in  the  land,  (Ttuated  at  the  back,  of  a 
deep  narrow  bighty  which  had  for  fome  time  attracted  attention,  be- 
gan to  adume  the  appearance  of  an  inlety  which  they  bore  away  to 
examine;  and,  after  running  three  miles,  found  that  they  had  (hut  in 
the  line  of  the  coaft  on  each  fide,  and  were  impelled,  forward  by  a 
ftrong  infet  of  tide  5  and  when  tlie  floop  was  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing the  harbour,  which  appeared  to  be  fairly  open  before,  her,  the 
water  fhoaled  fuddenly,  fhe  (kuck  the  ground  and  lay  faft ;  but  for- 
tunately the  ftrong  flood  in  a  few  minutes  dragged  her  over  into 
deep  water,  and  (hot  her  into  the  entrance  with  uncommon  velocity. 

Havings 
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Having  advanced  within  the  entrance,  the  harbour  began  to  ex- 
pand itfelf  in  a  kind  of  large  bafon.  Its  (hores  were  broken  into 
points  and  projedtions,  between  fome  of  which  the  great  ftrength  of 
the  flood  tide  led  them  to  expert  it  would  branch  off  into  arn>s.  The 
land  lying  immediately  upon  its  borders  was  low,  but  not  flat ;  well 
wooded  ;  and  ihofe  points  near  which  the  floop  pafTed  were  clothed 
with  &  very  unafual  degree  of  verdure.  The  fun  being  down,  the 
vcffel  was  anchored  for  the  nighty  and  the  neKt  day  they  proceeded 
with  their  refearches. 

They  were  employed  during  fixtecn  days  in  the  examination  of  this 
place ;  and  the  refult  of  the  obfervaiions  which  were  made  by  Mn 
3afs  in  diflferent  parts  of  it,  and  the  neighbouring  country,  are  thrown 
by  that  gentleman  into  one  general  account. 

This  harbour,  or  inlet,  which  was  named,  by  the  Governor,  Port 
.Dalrymple,  takes  its  courfe  from  the  S.  £.  between  two  chains  of 
rouaded  mountains,  ftretching  inland  from  the  fea  with  an  almoft  im« 
perceptible  increafe  of  elevation  ;  and,  after  gradually  jipproximating 
each  other,  feemed  to  unite,  at  the  diftance  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  miles,  in  a  body  of  rugged  mountains  more  lofty  tfaafn  them- 
felves*  Thefetwo  chains,  in  their  relative  pofitions,  formed  an  acute 
.angle ;  being  ^t  their  greateil  diftance  afunder,  as  meaittred  along  the 
fea^-coaft,  only  fixteen  miles.  Being  prefled  for  time,  they  were  dc- 
teired  from  attempting  to  reach  the  head  of  the  river ;  but  it  was 
hardly  to  be  doubted,  that  its  principal  fouroe  proceeded  from  fome 
part  near  the  point  of  union  of  the  two  chsuns  of  mountains.  Allow- 
ing this  fuppolition,  a  great  part  of  its  ftream  muft  be  perfedly  fre(h; 
for  at  the  place  where  they  ended  their  examination,  which  was  not 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  fuppofed  diftaiice  or  length  of  the  river,  it 
had  become  half  frefh  half  fait,  although  its  breadth  was  from  hidf  a 
jnile  to  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  its  depth  eight  or  nine  fathoms. 

The  country  which  Mr.  Bafs  had  an  q>portunity  of  obferving,  was 
a  certain  portion  of  that  lying  within  the  angle  formed  by  two  chains 
of  mountams ;  and  more  especially  of  the  parts  which  Jay  contigu^ 

ous 
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ous  to  the  warttr,  rathw  than  of  thofe  fituated  in  the  vieinity  of  the 
chains^ 

The  quality  of  the  ground^  taking  it  in  the  aggregate^  was  mucb 
faperior  to  that  of  the  borders  of  any  of  the  falt-water  inlets  of  New 
South  Wales,  Weftern  Port  excepted.  The  vegetaWe  mould  was,* 
however,  found  to  be  of  no  great  deptb,  and  was  fometimes^  perhaps^ 
advantageoufly,  mixed  with  fmali  quantities  of  fand. 

The  bed  of  the  foil  was  found  upon  the  fides  of  flopkig  hills,  and  in* 
broad  vsUies  between  them.  Some  pavts^  that  were  low  and  level,, 
liad  apeat^lilte  f^rface,  bounded  by  fmatl  tracks  of  flowering  fhrubs  and 
odoriferous  plants,  that  perfumed  the  air  with  the  fragpuice  of  their 
ciis*.  Thefe  retained,  in  general,  the  appearance  of  thofe  in  New 
South  Wales  j  while  they  were,  in  reality,  very  difierent.  The  ricb 
and  vivid  colouring  of  the  more  northern  flowers,  and  that  foft  and 
exqniiite  gradation  of  tints,  for  which  they  are  fo  (ingularly  difltin-^ 
guiflied,  hold  with  thofe  here,  but  in  alefs  eminent  degree.  The  two' 
eountries  prefent  a  iperfcGt  fimrrarity  in  this^.  that  the  more  barren* 
^ots  are  the  mod:  gmly  adorned.  The  curious  florift  and  fcientific: 
botanift  would  find  ample  fubjeA  of  exultation  in^  tbeic  difierent  n^ 
fcarchcs  in  Port  Dairy mple. 

Except  in  thefe  places,  the  grafs  grows  not  in  tufts,  but  cowfi  tbr 
land  equally  with  a  fliort  nutricious  herbage,  better  adapted^  pofllibly^. 
to  the  bite  of  finall  than  of  large  cattle.  The  food  for  the  latter  growa* 
i^,  bottoms  of  iralliea  and  iqpon  the  damp  flats*.  A  larg^  proportiocv  of 
the.  foil  pronufed  a  fair  return  to  the  labours  of  the  cultivator,  and  a^ 
fefler  ^enftires  ai]»  ample  rew^urd  y  but  the  greater  part  would^  per* 
haps,  be  more  advantageoufly  employed  if  left  for  pafturi^e,  thait 
2E  thrown;  into  cultiTadoa;.  it  would  be  poor  a»  the  oae^.  but  ricb  as* 
the  other; 

*  In  this  particular  they  differ  from  the  flowering  fhrubs  of  New  South  Wales;  Hw  ofi . 
which.  Beautiful  as  they  were  in  other  fefpe^s,.  were  foond  to  pcSA  the  finaBeft  paKicle* 
•f  odoww 
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Water  was  found  in  runs  more  than  ponds ;  and,  though  not  abun- 
dant, it  was  far  from  being  fcarce. 

The  weft  fide  of  the  river  furniflies  the  largcft  quantity  of  the  bed 
ground.  The  country  lying  near  the  weft  arm  is  chiefly  rather  flat, 
and  might  be  converted  to  many  ufeful  purpofes,  both  in  agriculture 
and  in  pafturage ;  for  which  laft  it  is  probably  well  calculated.  If  it 
fhould  ever  be  propofed  to  make  a  fettlcment  here,  this  part  feems  to 
merit  very  particular  attention.  The  beft  land  feems  to  be  that  fine 
hilly  country  which  lies  at  the  back  of  an  ifland  named  Middle  Ifland ; 
but  accefs  to  it  is  not  eafy,  on  account  of  a  large  fhoal  extending 
along  its  front,  which  is  dry  at  low  water. 

In  failing  up  the  river,  the  points  and  fliores  prefent  an  appearance 
of  fertility  that  aftonilhcs  an  eye  ufed  to  thofe  of  the  rocky  harbours 
6f  New  South  Wales.  They  are  moftly  grafled,  as  well  a$  wooded, 
clofe  down  to  the  water  fide ;  but  every  where  a  dark  luxuriant  vege- 
tation meets  the  view. 

The  tides  run  fo  uncommonly  rapid,  that  if  the  port  were  colonized, 
and  the  principal  town  built,  as  it  no  doubt  would  be,  near  the  en- 
trance, the  produce  of  the  villages  and  farms  fcattered  along  its  banks 
might  be  brought  to  market  with  the  greateft  eafe,  expedition,  and 
certainty. 

.  The  heavy  timber  is  chiefly  gum-tree  of  various  fpecies ;  of  which, 
two  are  different  from  any  that  have  been  yet  feen  in  this  country* 
The  fmaller  trees  and  fhrubs  refemble,  with  fome  variety,  thofe  of 
the  continent. 

The  gray  kangooroo,  of  a  very  large  fize,  abounded  in  the  green 
foreft  J  the  brufhes  were  tenanted  by  the  fmaller  black  kind. 

The  plumage  of  the  parrots  forms  a  gloomy  contrafl:  with  the  rich 
luftre  of  thofe  near  the  fettlement,  their  colours  being  rather  grave  than 
gay.  The  melancholy  cry  of  the  Bell-bird  (dil  boong«  after  which 
Ben-nil-long  named  his  infant  child)  feems  to  be  unknown  here. 
'Many  aquatic  birds,  both  web-footed  and  waders,  frequent  the  arms 

and 
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and  coves  of  the  river ;  but  the  black  fwans  alone  are  remarkable  tn 
point  of  number.     Mr.  Bafs  once  made  a  roUgh  calculation  of  three 
hundred  fwimming  within  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fquare^ 
and  heard  the  "dying  fong**  of  fome  fcores;  but  that  fong,  fo  cele- 
briated  by  the  poets  of  former  times,  exardWy  refembled  the  creaking  of 
a  nifty  alehoufe  fign  on  a  windy  day,  N6t  more  thantwo  thirds  of  any 
flock  which  they  fell  in  with  cotrld  fly ;  the  reft  could  do  no  more  than 
flap  along  upon  the  fiirface  of  the  water,  being  either  moulting  or  not 
yet  come  to  their  full  feather  and  growth,  which  they  require  two 
years  to  attain.  They  fwam  and  flapped  akernately,  and  went  on  fur* 
prifingly  faft.     When  in  danger,  the^  immerfe  thehr  bodies  fo  far; 
that  the  water  makes  a  paflage  between  their  neck  and  back ;  and  in 
this  pofition  they  would  frequently  turn  afide  a  heavy  load  of  (hot.. 
They  feemed  to  be  endowed  with  much  fagacity  ;  in  chace,  they  fooa 
learned  the  weakeft  point  of  their  purfuers,  and,  inftead  of  fwimming 
diredly  from  them,  as  they  did  at  firft,  always  endeavoured  in  the 
moft  artful  manner  to  gain  the  wind.     To  their  afleGion  for  their 
young,  Mr.  Bafs  has  feen  fome  lamentable  facrifices ;    but  of  their 
fiercenefs,  at  leaft  when  oppofed  to  man,  or  their  ftrength,  he  had 
feen  no  inftance. 

Among  other  reptiles  were  found  the  fnake  with  venomous  fangs^ 
and  fome  large  brown  guanoes. 

This  country  is  inhabited  by  men  j  and,  if  any  judgment  could  be 
formed  from  the  number  of  huts  which  they  met,  in  about  the  fame 
proportion  as  New  South  Wales.  Their  extreme  fhynefs,  however,, 
prevented  any  communication.  They  never  even  got  fight  of  them  but 
once,  and  then  at  a  great  diftance.  The  huts,  of  which  feven  or 
eight  were  generally  found  together,  were  wretchedly  contrived ;  and 
it  appears  fomewhat  ftrange  that  in  the  latitude  of  41"*,  want  Ihould 
not  have  (harpened  their  ideas  to  the  invention  of  fome  more  conve- 
nient habitation,  efpecially  fince  they  have  been  left  by  nature  without 
the  confined  dwelling  of  a  hollow  tree,  or  the  more  agreeable  accom- 
modation of  a  hole  under  a  rock.     A  canoe  was  never  met  with,  and 

3  P  2  concurring 
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concurring  circuQ>ftan<«6  flicwed  that  this  convexibence  was  uakaowQ 
here*  H^Qjce,  from  the  little  that  has  been  feen  of  the  cooditioa  of 
our  ow  a  fpecies  ia  thi$  place,  it  appears  to  be  much  inferior  ia  fome 
ciTentUl  pointeof  convenience  to  that  of  the  defpifed  inhabitants  of  the 
continent*  How  mHerabie  a  being  would  the  latter  be,  were  his 
•canoe  taken  from  him,  his  done  hatchet  blunted,  his  hut  pervious  to 
the  fmalleft  ihower  of  raia,  and  few  or  no  excavations  in  the  rocks  to 
Hy  to  !  but  happinefs,  like  every  thing  elfe,  cxifts  only  by  compari- 
fon  wkh  th^  (lag^  above  and  the  ftage  below  our  own.  The  circum^ 
ftances  which  occafioned  this  difference  between  the  people  of  two 
countries  fo  near  each  other,  and  fo  much  alike  in  their  natural  pro- 
dudions,  muft  remaia  fcidden  from  our  obfervation,  until  perhaps 
•fcMOM  permanent  European  fettlement  fliatl  be  made  in  Van  Diemen's 

Jand. 

The  range  of  the  tkermometer^  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  port, 
was  at  night  from  49*  to  52%  and  at  ooon  from  58"*  to  64*. 

On  the  aoih  of  November  they  left  Port  Dalrymple^  and  proceeded 
to  the  wcftward  ;  but,  the  wind  changing^  they  were  driven  back  to 
yurneaux's  iflands,  where,  the  gale  continuing  at  weft,  they  were  de- 
tained until  the  3d  of  December,  when  they  were  enabled  to  proceed* 
Their  progrefe  was  flow,  and  unavoidably  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
the  fliore  to  form  any  juft  idea  of  the  country ;  but  what  was  feen  of 
it  appeared  high  and  mountainous,  the  mountains  forming  into  hum- 
mocks and  low  peaks,  to  which  a  few  large  fliapelefs  knobs  added  a 
great  fic^ularity  of  appearance.  On  the  haze  clearing  away,  and  the 
ibore  being  diftindly  feen,  it  appeared  rocky,  but  wooded  nearly 
down  to  the  water  s  edge.  A  remarkable  peaked  mountain,  fome  few 
miles  inland,  might  have  been  thought,  fcom  its  ihape  and  height,  to 
have  been  once  a  volcano.  A  very  Angular  lump  of  high  level,  or 
table  land,  lay  at  a  few  miles  to  the  weft  ward  in  the  coaft  line  ;  and  at 
ibme  diftanee  beyond  it,  a  point  appeared  with  three  knobs  of  land 
lying  off  it,  refembling  iflands.  This  was  named  Table  Cape«  From 
thk  \xm»  nothing  of  moment  occurred  till  the   nth,  when  they 

ttretched 
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Hfetcbed  in  far  the  land,  a  large  cxUnt  of  which  was  indlftinaiy  yiCi^ 
hie  through  a  light  haze  that  hung  aboiiii  the  horizon.  At  noon  the 
latitude  was  41°  13^^  and  the  longitude  148^  58',  with  a  frefti  breeze 
at  N»  N.  E»  they  bore  away  along  the  (horc,  which  trends  to  the  S.  E% 
by  £*  and  is  diftant  three  or  four  miles. 

From  afhore  of  beach^  with  (hott  rocky  points  at  intervals,  the  land 
:rofe  gradually  to  a  confiddrable  height,  the  afpedk  of  which  was  barren 
^ftd  brufliy,  and  the  foil  fandy.  Several  fliort  reefs  of  rocks  lay  in 
front  of  the  beaches,  and  broke  tl^  long  fwcll  into  a  furf  of  tremen« 
^ous  appearance. 

-  Dreading  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  weft,  which  was  threatening, 
^nd  might  have  proTcd  fatal  to  their  little  velTel,  they  hauled  out  to 
th6  S.  S*  W. ;  but  the  weather  remained  moderate. 
'  Oa  the  following  morning  the  Wind  flew  round  to  the  northward, 
^and  tkey  continued  their  route  a]ot>g  the  ihorer  Early  in  the  fore* 
noon  they  pafled  a  fmgularly  formed  point,  with  a  number  of  lumps 
of  fotk  lying  fnrae  tw4>  or  three  miles  off  it  to  the  S*  W,  It  refembled 
an  artificial  pier,  or  mo(e,  with  warehouies  upon  k,  and  a  light-houie 
en  the  end  next  the  water«  Lai^e  maffes  of  dttMhed  oblong  roeks 
gave  the  appearance  cif  wareboufes,.  and  a  remarkably  long  one  ftand- 
ing  upon  its(  <rtd  that  of  the  ligfat-houfe.  Theil'  latitude  at  noon  was 
42''  02'  and  the  longifude  145''  16'.  The.coaft  ftill  trended  to  the  & 
S.  £r  and  the  land  began  to  change}  that  uniformly  regular  figure 
which  it  had  hitherto  preferved.  It  was  becoming  mountainous  and 
4inevea,  but  wais.  ftyi  barren* ' 

Mt.  Bafs  and  fats  fellow  voyager.  Lieutenant  Flinders,  did  qot  he(i« 
late  now  to  concfajde  that  they  had  paiTed  through  the  ftrait,  and 
lirom  the  Paeifk  had  entered  the  Southern  Indian  Ocean ;  for  what 
within  the  extent  of  a  vaA  feacot»Id.  give  birth  to  the  monftrous  fweli 
that  was  rolling  in  before  their  eyes  ?  and  the  coaft  was  evidently 
trending  tow^rda  the  S.  W.  cape. 

k  was  worthy  of  #semark  (Mr.  Ba£i  fays),  that  the  northern  £b9re  of 
'ih6  flrait,  &ofii  .WiUbn*^  f  rtenontory  (feen  in  ihe  wh{de«boat)  to  Wef^ 
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tern  Port,  refembled  the  bluff  bold  fliore  of  an  open  fca^  with  a  fwcU 
rolling  in,  and  a  large  furf  breaking  upon  it ;  while  the  fouthern  (horc^ 
or  wliat  is  the  coaft  of  Van  Diemen's  land,  appeared  like  the  inner 
fliore  of  a  clufter  of  iflands,  whofe  outer  parts-  break  off  the  great 
weiglit  of  the  fea.  The  caufe  of  this  is  immediately  obvious,  on  re- 
colle£king  that  the  fwell  of  the  Indian  ocean  enters  the  ftrait  from  the 
fouthward  of  weft.  The  greater  part  of  the  fouthern  fhore  lies  in  a 
bight,  whofe  weftern  extreme  is  Hunter's  llles,  and  tbeN.W.  cape  of 
Van  Diemeo's  land.  Now  as  the  fwell  comes  from  the  fouthward,  a& 
well  as  the  weftward,  it  muft,  after  ftriking  upon  the  north- weft  pact 
of  the  fouthern  fhore,  evidently  run  on  in  a  dlredion  fomewhat  dia* 
gonal  with  the  two  fides  of  the  ftrait,  untiL  it  expands  itfelf  upon  the: 
northern  fliore,  where  both  fwell  and  Airfare  found.  But  to  the  fouthi^ 
ward  of  this  diagonal  line  the  fwell  muft  quickly  take  ofi",  and  totally 
difappear,  long  before  it  can  reach  the  fliore  ta  make  a  furf.  Hence 
krifes  the  difference* 

That  the  fwell  of  the  Indian  ocean  comes,  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  way,  from  the  fouthward  of  weft,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  fince 
it  is  well  known  that  prevailing  winds  are  from  that  quarter. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  nth,  a  piece  of  land  ftood  out  from 
the  line  of  the  coaft  like  an  ifland,  but  was  foon  found  to  be  joined  to 
the  main  by  a  fandy  beach.  The  fliore  beyond  it  looked  rugged  an4 
craggy,  and  the  land  equalled  the  moft  fterile  and  ftoney  that  had 
been  feen. 

Towards  noon  the  coaft  began  to  rife  into  chains  of  Ibfty  mountains,, 
which  ran  along  in  nearly  the  fame  line  as  the  coaft.  The  latitude 
was  43''  07',  the  longitude  145*  42'.  A  large  fmoke  that  got  up  aftera 
of  the  veflel  was  the  firft  fign  of  inhabitants  that  had  been  feen  upon 
this  weft  coaft,  the  appearance  of  which  was  miferably  barren. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  they  paflcd  the  S.  W.  cape  of  Van  Die- 
men's  land,  hitherto  known  as  that  of  New  Holland.  It  is  a  narrow 
piece  of  land,  prqjeding  from  the  higher  land  at  no  great  diftance, 
with  two  flattifli  hummocks,  that  gave  it  ibme  little  refemblance  to 
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the  Ram  Head  near  Plymouth*     At  fua-fet  they  were  about  a  mile 
^nd  a  half  from  the  South  Cape. 

The  fonth-weft  aiid  fouth  capes  lie  nearly  eaft  and  weft  of  each 
t>ther,  and  ^re  diftant  about  fifteen  leagues.  The  intermediate  coaft 
forms  the  fouthem  boundary  of  Van  Diemcn^s  Land ;  but  if  taken 
upon  the  more  extcnfive  fcale  of  the  whole  fouthem  hemifphere,  it 
appears,  as  the  fomhern  point  of  New  Holland,  to  be  of  equal  re- 
fpedability  with  the  extremity  of  Terra  del  Fuego  and  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  the  fouth  points  of  the  continents  of  America  and 
Africa* 

-    Like  that  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  the  extremity  of  Van  Diemeh's  Land 
prefents  a  rugged  and  determined  front  to  the  icy  regions  of.the  fouth 
|>ole ;  arid  like  it  feems  once  to  have  extended  further  fouth  than  it 
does  at  prefent.     To  a  very  unufual  elevation,  is  added  an  irregularity 
of  form,  that  juftly  entitles  it  to  rank  among  the  foremoft  of  the^ 
grand  and  wildly  magnificent  fcenes  of  nature.     It  abounds  with  peak^ 
and  ridges,  gaps  and  fiflures,  that  not  only  difdain  the  fmalleft  uni« 
formity  of  figure,  but  ^re  ever  changing  (hape,  as  the  point  of  vi^w 
ihifts.      Beneath   this  ftrange  confufion,   the  weftern   part  of  this 
waving  c6*ft-line  obferves  a  regularity  equally  remarkable  as  the  wild» 
diforder  which  prevails  above.     Lofty  ridges  of  mountain  bounded 
by  tremendous  plifFs,  project  from  two  to  four  miles  into  the  fea,  at 
nearly  equal  diftances  from  each  other,  with  a  breadth  varying  from 
two  .miles  to  two  and  a  half.     The  bights  or  bays  lying  between  them, 
are  backed  by  fandy  beaches.     Thefe  vaft  buttreffes  appear  to  be  the 
fouthern  extremities  of  the  mountains  of  Van  Diemen's  Land ;  which, 
it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  have  once  projected  into  the  fea  far  beyond 
their  prefent  abrupt  termination,  and   have   been   united  with  the 
^ow  detached  land,  De  Witt's  Ifles.     Thefe  ifles,  (fo  named,  pro- 
bably, by  Tafman)  twelve  in  number,  are  of  various  fizes.     The  twa 
fargeft  arc  from  three  to  four  miles  in   circuit.      Their  fides  arc 
fteep  J  but  their  height  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  main.     The  largeft  is 
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the  lowed.     Their  afped,  like  rfiat  of  the  main,  befpeaks  cktreme 
fterility. 

A  great  fnioke  that  arofc  at  the  back  of  one  of  the  bights  fhewed: 
llie  main  to  be  inhabited  ;  but  they  could  not  fuppofe  the  people  ofi 
this  place  to  be  fumifhed  with  canoes,  when  thofe  of  Adventure  fieiy^ 
in  their  neighbourhood,  were  unprovided  with  theou  Nothings 
therefore,  was  left  to  their  choice,  but  to  allow  that  they  might 
transport  themfelves  over,  either  upon  logs  of  wood,  or  by  fwimming 
acrofs)  and,  as  the  mofl:  probable  reward  of  fuch  an  exertion  would 
bcj  the  capture  of  birds  while  breeding,  or  the  feizure  of  their  eggSy. 
the  utility  of  fpreading  Hres  in  facilitating  fudi  operations  is  ob-^ 
vious* 

After  paffing  feverat  places  of  fmaller  notc^  they^  entered  HerdA 
man's  Cove  ;  above  whieh,  it  being  the  opinion  of  Mn  Bafs  and  hi» 
companion  that  the  floop  cou^d  not  proceed,  they  went  up  the  Der* 
went  River  in  her  boat,  imagining  that  one  tide  would  enable  theoit 
to  reach  its  fource ;  but  in  this  they  were  miftaken,  falUng^.  aa  they 
believed,  fevcral  mites  £hort  of  it.  Where  the  returning  tide  met 
them,  the  water  had  become  perfedly  fre(h  ;  the  ftream  was  two  hon^ 
dred  and  thiirty  yards  \n  breadth,  and  in  depth  three  fathoms^  bf 
was  wedged  in  between  high  grafiy  hills  that  defcended  to*  the  river 
upon  a  quick  flope,  and  had  a  very  grand  appearance*  But  the  only?- 
cuhurable  patches  of  land  that  they  faw  were  fomc  few- breaks  in  the 
hills,  and  fome  narrow  flips  that  vwre- found  at  their  foot  clofc  to  the 
water's  fide. 

In  their  way  up,  a  human  voice  faluted  them  from  the  hiHs ;  ort 
which  they  landed,  carrying  with  them  one  of  fevera!  fwans  which 
they  had  juft  fliot.  Having  nearly  reached  the  fummit,  two  females^ 
with  a  fhort  covering  hanging  loofe  from  their  (boulders,  fuddenly 
appeared  at  fome  little  diftance  before  them ;  but,  fnatching  up  each 
a  fmall  baflcet,  thefe  fcampered  off.  A  man  then  prefented  himfelf, 
and  ftiffisred  them  to  approach  him  without  any  iigns  of  feat  or 
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difhnft.     He  received  the  fwan  joyfiilly^  ippeintig  to  eftccm  it  a 
tfeafiire. 

His  language  was  unintelligible  to  them,  as  was  theirs  to  him,  al- 
though they  addrefled  him  in  feveral  of  the  dialers  of  the  New  South 
Wales,  and  fomc  few  of  the  moft  common  words  of  the  South  Sea 
rflands.  With  fome  difficulty  they  made  him  comprehend  their  wifli 
to  fee  his  place  of  refidence.  He  pointed  over  the  hi!!,  and  proceeded 
onwards ;  but  his  pace  ivas  flow  and  wandering,  and  he  often  ftopped 
under  pretence  of  having  loft  the  track ;  which  led  thdih  to  fufpeft 
that  his  only  aim  Was,  to  amufe  und  tire  them  out.  Judging,  then, 
fhat  in  perfiftitig  to  follow  him  they  muft  lofe  the  remaining  part 
of  the  flood  tide,  which  was  much  more  valuable  to  them  than  the 
light  of  his  hut  could  be,  they  parted  from  him  in  great  friendfliip. 

The  moft  probable  reafon  of  his  udwillingnefs  to  be  their  guide 
feemed  to  be,  his  fearing  that  if  he  took  them  to  his  women,  their 
charms  might  induce  them  to  ruA  off  with  them — a  jeaioufy  very 
common  with  the  nifives  of  the  continent. 

He  was  ti  fhort  flight  man,  of  a  middle  age^  with  a  countenance 
more  ejtpreflJve  of  btnigrnty  and  mteUigeftce,  than  of  that  ferbbrty 
or  ftupidity  which  generally  charaderized  the  other  natives  j  and  his 
features  were  lefs  flattened,  or  negro-like,  than  theirs*  His  face  was 
blacketied  ;  and  the  top  of  his  head  was  plaftered  with  red  earth.  Hi^ 
hair  was  either  naturally  fliort  arid  clofd,  or  had  been  rendered  fo  by 
burning,  and,  although  fliort  and  ftiffly  curled,  they  did  not  think  it 
woolly.  He  was  armed  with  two  fpears,  very  ill  made,  of  folid  wood. 
No  part  of  their  drefe  attracted  hie  attention,  except  the  red  filk-hand- 
kerchiefs  round  their  necks.  Their  fire-arms  w^re  to  him-  objedls  nei- 
ther of  ctiriofity  nor  feaf. 

This  was  the  firft  man  they  h!ad  fpoken  whh  in  Van  Diemen's  Land ; 
and  his  frank  and  open  deportment  led  them  not  only  to  form  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  di(pofition  of  its  inhabitants,  but  to  conjee-* 
ture  that  if  the  country  was  peopled  in  the  ufual  numbers,  he  would 
lidt  have  beeti  the  only  otic  th^  ihduld'have  met.     A  circuntftance 
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which  corroborated  this  fuj^pofition  waa,  that  ia  the  excurfions  made 
by  Mr.  Bafs  into  the  country,  having  feldom  any  other  fociety  than 
his  two  dogs,  he  would  have  been  no  great  objedt  of  dread  to  a  people 
ignorant  of  the  efTeds  of  fire-arms,  and  would  certainly  have  been 
hailed  by  any  one  who  might  have  feen^him. 

They  fell  in  with  many  huts  along  the  different  fhores  of  the  river, 
of  the  fame  bad  conflrudion  as  thofe  of  Port  Dalrymple,  but  with 
fewer  heaps  of  mufclc-fliells  lying  near  them.  The  natives  of  this 
place,  probably,  drew  the  principal  part  of  their  food  from  the  woods; 
the  bones  of  fmall  animals,  fuch  as  opoflums,  fquirrels,  kangooroo 
rare,  and  bandicoots,  were  numerous  round  their  deferted  fire-places  ; 
and  the  two  fpears  which  they  faw  in  the  hands  of  the  man  were  firni* 
lar  to  thofe  ufed  for  hunting  in  other  parts.  Many  trees  alfo  were 
obferved  to  be  notched.  No  canoes  were  ever  feen,  nor  any  trees  fo 
barked  as  to  anfwer  that  purpofe.  . 

Befides  the  fmall  quadrupeds  already  mentioned,  they  obferved  the 
grey  and  red  kangooroo.  The  feathered  tribes  were  apparently  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  of  Port  Dalrymple.  Here  again  they  daily  ate  their  fwan, 
the  flocks  of  which  even  exceeded  thofe  that  they  had  before  met 
with» 

The  moft  formidable  among  the  reptiles  was  the  black  fnake  with 
venomous  fangs,  and  fo  much  in  colour  refembling  a  burnt  Hick,  that 
a  clofe  infpe^lion  only  could  deted  the  difference.  Mr.  Bafs  once, 
"with  his  eyes  cautiouOy  direded  towards  the  ground,  ftepped  over 
one  wliich  was  lying  afleep  among  fome  black  flicks,  and  would  have 
paffed  on  without  obferving  it,  had  not  its  loud  hifs  attraded  his  at* 
tention  the  moment  afterwards. 

He  determined  on  taking  him  alive,  in  order  to  try  the  tSe€t  of 
his  bite  upon  a  hawk  that  he  had  in  his  poffeffion.  In  the  conteft^ 
he  bit  himfclf ;  after  whicb  he  was  foon  maflered,  and  in  lefs  thaa 
ten  minutes  died.  Having  never  before  known  a  fnake  of  his  fize  to 
be  kilted  by  a  few  very  flight  blows  with  a  flick,  which  was  fo  rotten 
as  fcarcely  to  bear  the  weight  of  its  own  blow^  he  was  at  a  lofs  to 
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conceive  how  death  had  fo  fuddenly  fucceeded  fo  much  vigour  in  an 
animal  fo  tenacious  of  life.  Was  it  poiTiUe  that  his  own  bite  could 
have  been  the  caufe  ?  When,  three  hours  afterwards,  the  ikin  was 
ftripped  off,  the  flefli  for  fome  diftance  round  the  marks  of  his  teeth 
was  found  inflamed  and  difcoloured. 

The  account  of  the  Derwent  River  being  now  clofed,  and  the  whole 
of  what  was  learned  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  related,  ic  may  not  be  im- 
proper, fays  Mr.  Bafs,  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  this  country 
and  New  South  Wales  appear  to  differ  in  their  moll  effential  quality, 
that  of  their  foil. 

In  adjufting  their  comparative  fertility,  the  contrafted  difpofition 
of  their  foils  is  much  more  prominent  than  any  inequality  in  their 
quantity.  They  are  poor  countries ;  but^  as  far  as  the  eye  of  dif- 
covery  has  yet  penetrated  into  either,  the  culturable  foil  of  the  latter 
is  found  lying  in  a  few  diftindl  patches  of  limited  extent,  and  of 
varying  quality ;  while  the  foil  of  the  former,  being  more  equally 
fpread,  thofe  fpots  of  abundant  richnefs,  or  large  wilds*  of  unimprove- 
able  fterility^  are  much  leis  frequently  feen. 

Although  Van  Diemen's  Land  feems  to  poffeis  few.  or  none  of  thofe 
vaft  depths  oi  foil  with  which  the  happieft  fpots  of  New  South 
Wales  are  bleffed ;  yet  it  feldom  (ickens  the  heart  of  its  traveller 
with  thofe  extenfive  trads  which  at  once  difarm  induftry,  and  leave 
the  warmeft  imagination  without  one  beguiling  project. 

In  point  of  produdive  foil  Mr.  Bafs  gives  the  preponderance  to 
Van  Diemen's  Land. 

In  one  particular,  which  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  civilized  country  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  both  countries  are  but  too  much  alike : 
each  is  amply  ftored  with  water  for  the  common  purpofes  of  life ; 
but  deficient  in  thofe  large  interfedHons  of  it  which,  in  other  more 
fortunate  countries,  fo  much  facilitate  the  operations  of  man,  and  leadr 
commerce  to  the  door  of  even  the  moft  inland  farmer. 

3  0^2  Two 
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Two  rivers  only,  Port  Dalrymple  and  the  Derwent,  are  known  to 
clefcend  from  Van  Dicmcn's  La^d  ;  but  by  Point  St.  Vincent,  poffibly, 
there  may  be  a  third. 

On  the  3d  of  January  they  left  the  Dcrwent,  and  proceeded  to  the 
northward,  a)a(ling  tlie  eafl  fide  of  Frederick- Henry  Bay,  which 
was  for  the  moft  part  high  and  fteep  to  the  fea.  The  6gure  cf  the 
fliOre,  between  what  is  now  called  Capo  Bafaltes  and  Cape  HUar,  ex* 
hibited  one  of  thofe  great  works  of  nature  which  feldom  fail  tp^  excHe 
furprize :  it  was  all  bafahic.  The  cape  is  a  vaft  high  wedge,  wblcb 
projeds  into  the  fea,  furmounted  by  lofty  finglc  columns.. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8ch  they  were  amoBg  the  iflwd^  lying 
oflF  the  Patriarchs.  Thefe  were  three  in  number ;  the  krgeft  of  wlnieh 
was  high,  rocky,  and  barren,  with  a  bafis  of  granite ;  whic:h,  like 
that  of  Prefervation  Ifland,  laid  flattered  about  in  large  detached  blo^ka^ 
Mn  Bafs  landed  upon  the  oiuermoft,  and  fouad  it  well'ioh^ied# 
The  various  tribes  had  divided  it  iotodiftri^s.  OiiQ  pairt  wsl^  whkc 
with  gannets,  breeding  in  nefts  of  earth  and  dried  gciaiti.  JP<^(rels 
and  penguins  had  their  under-ground  habitation&ia  thof^;  pa^tft  of  the 
ifland  which  had  the  moft  grafs.  The  rocks  of  thG  0M>re,  aad  blocks 
of  granite,  were  ocqupied  by  the  pied  ofieniive  (hag  ajld'Rpmitioa  guli } 
geefe,  red-bilb,  and  quails,  liv.ed  in  comni0n  ;.  and  tf^fi  reft  was  ap« 
propriated  to  the  (eals,  who  fj^emed  to  be  Iprdfi  of  the  iiomain*  Mr. 
Bafs  renfiarked  with  furpnze,  thai;  iHoygh  the  principal  herd  fcampered 
off  like  (keep,  as  is  ufual  o»  tiw  fkft  appro^jch,  yet  thie  maJesi,  who 
poffeffed  a  rock  to  themfelves,  where  they  fat  furroupded  by  their 
Q.umerOMi^  wives  and  prpgeny,  on  his  drawing  near  them,  hobbled  up 
with  a  menacing  roar,  t^nd.  fairly  cpmn^^nced  th?  ai.t^ck»  while  tbp 
wives  feemed  to  reft  their  fecufity  upoi)  the  foperior  courage  and 
addi^fs  of  their  lords  ;  for,  ii^Head  qC  retreating  into  t|^c  water  isk,  tb& 
vitmoA  confternation,  they  only  c^fed  the/nfelveiE;  upo^  their  fore  fins^ 
as  if  ready  for  a  march,  keeping  t^hjeir  eyes  upoo  tbe  males^  and 
watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Having 
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Having  colledled  as  much  ftock  as  was  neceflary,  they  ftood  to  the 
northward,  and  on  the  1 2th  reached  Port  Jackfon. 

On  delivering  the  account  of  his  voyage  to  the  Governor,  he  named 
the  principal  difcovery  which  was  the  event  of  it,  Bafs  Strait,  as  a 
tribute  to  the  difcoverer. 

The  moft  prominent  advantage  which  feemed  likely  to  accrue  to 
the  fettlement  from  this  difcovery  was,  the  expediting  of  the  paflage 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Port  Jackfon. 

The  veflel  that  has  the  credit  of  having  firft  circumnavigated  Van 
Diemen's  Land  was  built  at  Norfolk- Ifland,.  of  the  fir  of  that  country^ 
which  was  found  to  anfwer  extremely  welU 
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CHAP.   xxn. 

AGRICULTURAL  CONCERNS. — THE  CRIMINAL  COURT  ASSEMBLED.— -A    MAN 

tried  roa  killing  a  nativb.^i-1  wo  msn  executed.— the  public 
oaol  burnt.'— observations.  —  great  drought.— a  flood  at  the 
rtver. — natives. — a  spanish  pkizb  arrives.— norfoll^ island.— 
resources  in  new  south  wales. — the  buffalo  arrives  from  eng- 
land, and  brings  cattle  from  the  cape.— natives.— -ttmpestuous 
weather.— effects. — the  albton  whaler  arrives  from  england. 

—her  <urick  passage. a  missionary  murdered.— the  murderers 

tried  and  executed.-^the  hilsborough  arrives  from  england, 
—mortality  on  board  — the  governor  visits  the  settlers  upon 
George's  river.— the  Norfolk  sloop  returns  from  an  excursion 

TO  THE  NORTHVARD.^ACCOUNT  OF  HER  PROCEEDINGS.— ENTERS  SHOAL 

bay.-^particulars  respecting    IT.— enters   glass-housb   bay.— > 

LIEUTENANT  FLINDERS  MEETS  SOME  NATIVES. —  PARTICULARS.  — POINT 
SKIRMISH.— PROCEEDS  TO  A  RIVER  IN  GLASS-HOUSE  BAY. 

"TT^E  muft  now  return  to  the  other  afiairs  of  the  fettlement^  from 

^     which  we  have  been  fo  long  abfent. 

Agricultural  concerns  wore  as  unpromiOng  an  appearance  as  in  the 
laft  month.  The  Governor,  in  a  vifit  which  he  made  to  Parramatta, 
found  that  the  pafture  over  the  whole  country  had  been  entirely 
burnt  tip ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  grazing  cattle  were  in  great 
diftrefs ;  and,  from  the  lamentable  continuance  of  the  drought,  the 
maize  was  every  where  likely  to  fail :  a  misfortune  that  would  ruin 
the  ftock  of  hogs^  and  confiderably  reduce  the  fettlemenc  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  bread. 

That  he  might  afcertain  what  quantity  of  grain  he  had  to  depend 
on,  all  thofe  who  cultivated  ground  were  direded  to  give  in,  by  a 
certain  time,  a  return  of  the  wheat  and  other  grain  in  their  poflTeflion. 
About  this  time  his  Excellency  received  from  Norfolk  Ifland  the  fatif- 
faftory  intelligence^  that  the  wheat  harveft  had  there  been  more  pro- 

5  dudivc 
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dudlve  than  ufual  j  but  the  maize  was  likely  to  fall  ihort  from  a 
fimilar  want  of  rain. 

At  the  clofe  of  January  the  Criminal  Court  of  Judicature  was  af* 
fembled ;  when  a  ferjeant  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  was  con- 
demned for  a  forgery,  but  recommended  to  the  Governor's  mercy  by 
the  court ;  another  was  condemned  for  a  burglary  ;  and  a  third  fen^ 
tenced  to  receive  a  fevere  corporal  puniihment,  for  having  (hot  a 
native  at  Botany  Bay*  Could  the  evidence  of  fome  of  thefe  people 
have  been  taken,  it  was  fuppofed  that  he  would  have  been  capitally 
convidled ;  in  which  cafe  he  would  certainly  have  fufiered,  (he  Go- 
vernor having  determined  to  put  that  article  of  his  Majefty*s  inftruc* 
tions  in  force,  which,  in  placing  thcfe  people  under  the  protedioa 
of  the  Britifli  Government,  enjoined  the  puni(hing  of  any  injury 
done  to  their  perfons  or  property.  When  the  culprit  was  brought 
out  to  be  punifted,  feveral  of  the  natives  attended ;  and  he  received 
in  their  prefence  as  much  of  his  fentence  as  he  could  bear,  they  wit* 
neffing  his  fufFerings  with  the  moft  perfed  indifference. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  hot  during  the  whole  of  January. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  a  prifoner  who  had  been  condemned  to  die 
by  the  laft  court  fuffered  the  fentepce  of  the  law.  The  recollection  of 
his  untimely  end,  and  his  admonitions  from  the  fatal  tree,  could  not 
have  departed  from  the  minds  of  thofe  who  faw  and  heard  him,  when 
another  court  fent  another  offender  to  make  the  fame  atonement  for  his 
numerous  crimes.  Indeed,  the  journal  of  this  month  would  furnifh 
little  elfe  than  a  catalogue  of  executions,  robberies,  and  inftances  of 
depravity ;.  among  which  was  the  deftroying  by  fire  the  public  gaol 
at  Sydney  ;  nor  was  any  doubt  entertained  of  its  having  been  done 
through  defign,  though  it  will  be  read  with  horror,  that  at  that  time  there 
were  confined  within  its  walls  twenty  prifoners,  moft  of  whom  were 
loaded  with  irons,  and  who,  with  much  difficulty,  were  fnatched  from 
the  flames.  Feeling  for  each  other  was  never  imputed  to  thcfe  mif- 
creants ;  and  yet,  if  feveral  were  engaged  in  the  commiflion  of  a  crime, 
they  have  feldom  been  known  to  betray  their  companions  in  iniquity. 

But 
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But  from  fcenes  fo  difgraceful  to  human  nature  the  mind  feels  re- 
lieved, even  though  compelled  to  turn  to  thofe  of  calamity.  Yet, 
before  we  proceed,  it  is  but  juftice  to  thofe  in  power  to  obferve,  that, 
were  it  not  evident  that  certain  puniihment  awaited  the  convidion 
of  ofFeuders,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  a  relaxation  of  the  civil au« 
thority  had  begotten  impunity  ;  but  far  othcrwife  was  the  fad ;  the 
police  was  vigilant,  the  magiftrates  adlive,  arid  the  Governor,  ever 
anxious  to  fupport  them,  with  inceflant  diligence  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifli  good  order  and  morality  in  the  fettlement.  But  fuch  was^thc 
depravity  of  thefe  people,  from  the  habitual  pradice  of  vice,  that  they 
were  become  alike  fearlefs  of  the  punifliments  of  this  world,  or  of  that 
which  is  to  come. 

The  great  drought  and  exceflive  heat  had  affeded  the  water.  Such 
ponds  as  ftill  retained  any  were  reduced  fo  very  low,  that  moft  of 
them  were  become  brackifh,  and  fcarcely  drinkable.  From  this  cir* 
cumftancc,  it  was  conjedured,  that  the  earth  contained  a  large  portion 
of  fait ;  for  the  ponds  even  on  the  high  grounds  were  not  frefli.  The 
woods  between  Sydney  and  Parramatta  were  completely  on  fire,  the 
trees  being  burnt  to  the  tops  ;  and  every  blade  of  grafs  was  deftroyed. 

The  entranee  of  March  was  accompanied  by  two  or  three  days  rain, 
which  greatly  refrefhed  the  gardens  that  were  almoft  wholly  burnt  up, 
and  every  where  revived  the  perilhing  vegetation.  At  the  Hawkef- 
bury^  however,  an  accident  occurred,  which,  although  not  fo  ruinous 
to  the  colony  at  large  as  the  drought,  proved  moft  deftrudive  to  the 
fettlers  in  that  diftrid.  This  river  fuddenly,  and  in  the  courfc  of  a 
very  few  Ivours,  fwelled  to  the  height  of  fifty  feet  above  its  common 
level,  and  with  fuch  rapidity  and  power  as  to  carry  every  thing  before 
it.  The  governmenthoufe,  which  had  been  ereded  at  the  firft  fet- 
tling^  of  that  part  of  th/e  country,  was  fwept  away,  with  a  quantity- 
of  provifionfi  which  had  been  depofited  in  it.  Many  of  the  inhabit' 
tants  were  taken  oiF  from  the  ridges  of  their  houfes,  by  a  few  boats 
which  they  fortunately  had  among  them,  juft  in  time  to  fave  their 
Uves }  for  moft  of  the  dwellings  were  inundated,  and  the  whole  coun* 
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try  appeared  like  an  extenfivc  lake.  Many  hogs,  other  Kvc  ftock, 
poukry,  with  much  of  the  produce  of  the  laft  unfortunate  harvcft^ 
and  the  domeftic  effeds  of  the  people,  were  hurried  away  hy  the  tor* 
rent.     Fortunately,  however,  only  one  life  was  loft. 

This  was  a  moft  ferious  calamity ;  and^  no  caufe  having  appeared 
to  indicate  an  approaching  overflow  of  the  river,  the  fettlers  were  not 
prepared  for  fuch  a  difafter.  It  was  faid,  that  the  natives  forefaw  ic, 
and  apprifed  the  inhabitants.  There  could,  however,  be  no  doubt^ 
that,  unperceived  by  our  people^  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  taken  place 
in  the  interior  of  the  country,  among  the  mountains  j  and  which^ 
from  the  parched  ftate  of  the  land  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  had  in- 
no  part  been  abforbed,  but  ran  down  the  fides  of  the  hills,  as  from 
mountains  of  folid  rock,  filling  all  the  low  grounds,  and  branches  of 
the  river ;  which,  being  in  form  fuddenly  ferpentine,  could  not  give 
¥ent  fo  faft  as  th^  waters  defcended. 


Saunders ok'5  far^i^ 
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In  a  few  days  this  extraordinary  colledion  of  water  had  found  its 
way  to  the  fea ;  and,  the  river  regaining  its  ufual  level,  the  fettlers 
fet  about  new  cropping  their  grounds ;  for  which  purpofe  they  were 
fupplied  with  feed  wheat  on  the  government  account ;  their  requeft 
for  bedding  and  clothing,  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  comply  with,  from  the 
poverty  of  the  public  ftores  in  thefe  articles. 

Among  the  public  works  at  this  time  in  hand  were,  the  raidng  the 
walls  of  the  new  gaol,  laying  the  upper  floor  of  a  windmill,  and  erect- 
ing the  churches  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta.  Moft  of  thefe  buildings 
did  not  advance  fo  rapidly  as  the  neceflity  for  them  required,  owing 
to  the  weaknefs  of  the  public  gangs ;  and,  indeed,  fcarcely  ever  had 
there  been  a  thorough  day's  labour  obtained  from  them.  They 
never  felt  themfelves  intereftcd  in  the  efFed  of  their  work,  knowing 
that  the  ration  from  the  (lore,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  be  iflued 
to  them,  whether  they  earned  it  or  not ;  unlike  the  labouring  man 
whofe  fubfiftence,  and  that  of  his  family,  depend  upon  his  exertions. 
For  the  individual  who  would  pay  them  for  their  fervices  with  fpirits, 
they  would  labour  while  they  had  ftrength  to  lift  the  hoe  or  the  axe ; 
but  when  government  required  the  produdlion  of  that  ftrength,  it  was 
not  forthcoming ;,  and  it  was  more  to  be  wondered,  that  under  fuch 
difadvantages  fo  much,  rather  than  fo  little,  had  been  done.  The 
convicts  whofe  fervices  belonged  to  the  Crown  were,  by  far  the  greater 
part,  a  worthlefs  diflipated  fet,  who  never  thought  beyond  the  pre- 
fent  moment;  and  they  were  for  ever  employed  in  rendering  that 
moment  as  eafy  to  themfelves  as  their  invention  could  enable  them. 

Of  the  fettlers-and  their  difpofition,  much  has  been  already  faid. 
The  afliftance  and  encouragement  which  from  time  to  time  were  given 
them,  they  were  not  found  to  deferve.  The  greater  part  had  ori- 
ginally been  convifts ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  ttiat  while  they 
continued  in  that  ftate^^  their  habits  were  much  improvecL  With 
thefe  habits,  then,  they  became  freemen  and  lettlers ;  the  cffcGt  of 
which  was,  to  render  them  infolent  and  prefuming ;  and  many  of 
them  continued  a  dead  weight  upon  the  government,  without  re- 
ducing 
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ducing  the  cxpcnces  of  the  colony*  Thefe .  expcnces  were  certainly 
great,  and  had  been  confiddtably  increafed.  The  fettlement  was  at 
this  time  much  in  want  of  many  neceffary  articles  of  life ;  and  when 
thefe  were  brought  by  fpeculators  and  traders  who  occafionally  touched 
there,  they  demanded  more  than  five  hundred  per  cent,  above  what 
the  fame  articles  could  have  been  fent  out  for  from  England,  with 
every  addition  of  freight,  infurance,  &c. 

It  having  been  for  feveral  days  reported,  that  the  crews  of  twp 
boats,  which  had  been  permitted  to  go  to  Hunter's  River,  had  been 
cut  off  by  the  natives,  the  Governor  ordered  his  whale-boat  to  be  well 
armed,  and  to  proceed  thither  in  queft  of  the  boats  and  their  crews ; 
fending  in  her  Henry  Hacking,  a  perfon  on  whom  he  could  depend. 
This  man,  at  his  return,  informed  the  Governor,  that  on  his  arrival 
an  atteonpt  had  been  made  to  burn  the  fmaller  boat,  which  had  three- 
men  in  her,  who  were  each  provided  with  a  mufquet.     The  boat  was 
there,  but  the  men  were  not  to  be  found.     Going  in  fearch  of  them, 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  body  of  natives,  all  armed.     On  defiring  them 
to  inform  him  what  was  become  of  the  white  men,  they  told  him 
that  they  were  gone  to  Sydney.     This,  however,  did  not  fatisfy  him, 
as  he  found  that  they  had  taken  away  the  fails  of  the  boat,  the  'men's 
blankets,  and  every  thing  that  they  had  with  them.     He  then  threat- 
ened to  kill  them  if  they  did  not  inftantly  inform  him,  and  prefented 
his  mufquet  -,  at  which  they  laughed,  and  faid,  that  if  he  did  not  go 
away,  and  leave  them  a  fmall  boat  which  he  had  with  him,  and  the 
whale-boat,  they  would  deftroy  every  white  man  there,  and  poifed 
their  fpears  in  a  threatening  manner.     He  again  levelled  his  mufquet, 
in  the  hope  of  alarming  them  ;  but  they  were  not  fo  eafily  frightened, 
and  became  more  noify  and  violent.     Finding  that  an  attack  was  aU 
moil  certain,  he  charged  his  gun  with  buck-fhot,  and  ordered  them 
to  leave  the  place ;  but,  their  clamour  increafing,  he  fired,  and  foiv 
of  them  fell,  one  of  whom  got  up  again  and  ran  off,  the  other  three 
remaining  upon  the  ground,  probably  mortally  wounded.    The  whole 
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difappeared,  leaving  Hacking  to  fill  his  boat  and  effeifl  his  retreat  un- 
xnolcfted.  The  men  who  had  been  miffing,  fome  time  after  fortunately 
reached  the  fettlement. 

On  the  24th,  the  Nautilus  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland^  and  with 
her  came  in  a  Spanifli  (hip,  a  prize  to  two  whalers,  which  they  had 
captured  off  Cape  Blanco  on  the  coaft  of  Peru.  A  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  having  been  aflembled,  (he  was  condemned  as  a  legal  prize, 
and  part  of  her  cargo  fold  by  public  auction. 

This  was  a  new  circumftance  in  the  annals  of  the  fettlement,  and 
wore  the  appearance  of  rendering  it  of  more  confequence  than  it  had 
hitherto  been.  Did  it  not  go  to  prove,  that  at  fome  future  period, 
in  the  event  of  a  Dutch  war,  it  might  become  a  place  of  much  im- 
portance, by  offering  a  reception  to  the  prizes  of  oar  cruizers,  a  court 
whereat  they  could  be  condemned,  and  a  market  for  their  cargoes  ? 

Two  days  afterwards  the  Norfolk  returned  from  Norfolk  Ifland, 
bringing  a  confirmation  of  the  entire  failure  of  the  maize  harve((« 

Every  year's  experience  proved,  that  that  ifland  never  would  be  of 
the  utility  which  might  be  expedcd  from  the  very  great  expence  that 
was  incurred  on  its  account.  It  was  probable,  that  this  expence  had 
not  been  adverted  to  in  England ;  for  all  the  bills  drawn  there  were  fcnt 
to  New  South  Wales  to  be  confolidated  into  bills  upon  the  treafury  j  by 
which  means  the  expences  of  the  principal  fettlement  appeared  to  be 
far  more  confiderable  than  in  fadl  they  were.  The  boaft  of  its  con- 
taining timber,  and  flax  fit  for  naval  purpofes,  fufficient  to  conftruA 
and  equip  a  navy,  falls  to  the  ground,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
whole  ifland  does  not  contain  a  fingle  harbour,  cove,  or  inler,  fit  to 
flielter  a  boat,  much  lefs  a  (hip ;  but  that  it  is  furrounded  by  a  dan- 
gerous coral  reef,  which  has  proved  the  lofs  of  one  King's  (hip,  and 
many  lives.  Befides,  the  foil  of  New  South  Wales  produces  timber 
and  flax  perfedly  calculated  for  all  naval  purpofes,  and  in  fufficient 
abundance.  If  an  idea  may  be  hazarded.  Van  Diemen's  Ifland  holds 
out  in  every  refpeft  a  more  advantageous  fpot  for  a  fettlement,  where 
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the  inhabitaiits  would  have  every^  thing  that  Norfolk  Ifland  bas^to 
offer,  befides  the  fuperior  benefits  of  a  temperate  climate  and  capa- 
cious harbour* 

In  additioato  the  advantages  likely  to  be  obtained  in  New  South 
Wales  by  the  culture  of  the  flax  plant,  the  breed  of  fheep  had  been 
coniidcrably  improved,  by  croflSng  the  fmall  Bengal,  with  the  larger 
Cape  fheep.  The  fleece  produced  from  this  mixture  was  excellent  j 
anda.fpecimen  of  woollen  cloth  fabricated  of  it  was  fent  to  England. 
One  end  of  a  web  of  linen,  woven  from  the  wild  flax  of  the  country, 
was  croflfed  with  a  thread  fpun  from  the  bark  of  a  tree ;  und  a  web 
from  that  bark  ^as  crofled,  in  the  fpecimcn:fcnt  home,  by  a  thread 
of  wool.  Ail  thef<i  were  made  under  many  difficulties^;  but  they  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  of  (hewing  what  might  be  done,  with  proper  tools^ 
at  a  future  period.  There  was  not  any  doubt,  but  that  the  flax  plant 
vvould  confiderably  improve  by  cultivation ;  and  the  manufaAure  of 
woollens  promifed  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  fettlement,  whenever  a 
fufiiciencv  of  the  raw  materials  (hould  be  colleded. 
^  Thedifcovery  of  the  vaft  fl:rata  of  coal'  muft  be  reckoned  among 
the  new  lights  thfown  upon  the  refources  of  the  colony.  The  facility 
that  this  prefents  in  working  the  iron  ore  with  which  the  fettlement 
abounded,  muft  prove  of  infinite  utility  if  a  dock-yard  fliould  ever  be 
^ftablifhed  there. 

On  the  ^d  of  May  his  Majefty's  fhip  Buflfalo  arrived  from  England ; 
but  laft  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whence  hie  brought  fixty-fix 
head  of  cattle.  She  had  alfo  on  board  fome  tools  and  articles  of 
hardware  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony;  but,  unfortunately,  no  bedding 
or  clothing  of  any  kind. 

The  natives,  ever  hoftrle  to  the  fettlers,  had  lately  killed  one  of 
them :  thefe  natives  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  which  PermuUwy  was 
the  leader. 

Savage  as  thefe  beings  were  toward  the  white  ptopk,  and  to^ 
each  other,  yet  they  could  unbend,  and  divert  themfelvc^  with  the 
fofter  amufements  of  finging  and  dancing.   The  annexed  Engraving 
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reprefents  a  party  thus  occupied,  and  gives  a  correft  view  of  their 
perfons  and  manners.  The  figure  leaning  upon  his  (hield,  the  atti- 
tude of  the  woman  dancing,  and  the  whole  group,  are  accurate  deli- 
neations of  a  party  aflembled  by  the  light  of  a  fire  at  the  mouth  of  one 
of  their  excavated  rocks. 

It  might  be  fuppofed,  that  with  this  exercife,  and  the  company  of 
their  females,  their  angry  and  turbulent  paflions  would  be  at  reft, 
and  the  idea  of  murder  could  not  enter  their  minds  ;  yet  have  they 
been  often  known  to  ftart  away,  in  fearch  of  fomc  unfufpedting  ob- 
jed:  of  their  hatred,  who,  before  the  morning,  has  received  a  dozen 
fpears  through  his  body :  and  this  is  man  in  his  uncultivated  ftate ! 

The  weather  nearly  throughout  the  month  of  June  had  been  ex- 
tremely tempeftuous,  blowing  a  heavy  gale  from  the  fouthward,  at- 
tended with  a  deluge  of  rain.  The  ravages  of  this  ftorm  were  fo 
great,  that  the  fettlemcnt  was  thrown  back  a  full  twelvemonth  in 
thofe  works  which  at  the  time  were  expeded  very  fliortly  to  be 
completed.  The  weather  had  never,  from  the  eftabliftiment  of  the 
colony,  been  obferved  to  be  fo  fevcre.  The  fettlement  had,  indeed, 
between  the  fires  of  the  fummer,  arid  the  floods  and  gales  of  the  win- 
ter, fufiered  very  confiderably.  Added  to  thefe,  at  this  time,  were 
the  inconveniences  arifing  from  an  unprodudive  harveft,  from  an 
exhaufted  ftore  in  the  very  eflfential  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding, 
from  the  hoftile  difpofition  of  many  of  the  natives,  and  from  the 
annihilation  of  morality,  honefty,  and  induftry,  in  the  major  part  of 
the  colonifts. 

As  this  pidure  is  not  exaggerated,  the  fituation  and  feelings  of  the 
rational  part  of  the  fettlement  were  certainly  not  to  be  envied. 

Every  exertion  was  immediately  made  to  remedy  the  misfortunes 
occafioned  by  the  late  tempeftuous  weather.  The  ereding  of  a  ftone 
prifon  at  Sydney  being  found  to  create  much  expenfcs  as  well  as  to 
require  much  time,  the  Governor  called  a  meeting  of  the  officers, 
principal  inhabitants,  and  landholders,  and  propofed  an  afleflment  to 
be  furnifhed  by  each,  as  well  of  money  as  of  labour ;  which  was 

readily 
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readily  agreed  to  on  their  part :  and  that  neceffary  building  was 
thenceforth  carried  on  at  their  expence,  the  public  ftores  only  fur- 
nilhing  fuch  iron  as  might  be  requifite. 

On  the  29th,  the  fhip  Albion  anchored  in  the  cove  from  England 
after  a  paflage  of  only  three  months  and  fifteen  days,  the  fhorteft  ever 
yet  made  to  that  country.  Mr.  Ebor  Bunker,  who  had  been  at  Port 
Jackfon  before  in  the  William  and  Ann  tranfport,  commanded  the 
Albion,  and  was  now  feledled  by  her  owners,  Meflrs.  Champions,  to 
give  the  whale-fifhing  upon  the  coaft  a  complete  and  fair  trial  For 
this  purpofe,  the  fhip  was  fitted  out,  with  the  accuftomed  liberality  of 
thofe  gentlemen,  in  the  ampleft  manner,  with  every  (lore  that  could 
be  neceffary  for  her  own  ufe,  and  every  comfort  for  her  people. 

Fortunate  would  it  have  proved  for  the  fettlement  in  general,  had 
thefe  and  fuch  refpedable  gentlemen  been  among  the  firft  of  thofe 
whofe  fpeculative  views  had  induced  them  to  embark  their  property 
in  thefe  undertakings :  it  would  then  have  efcaped  the  extortions 
which  had  been  but  too  fuccefsfuUy  pradlifed  by  many  others. 

The  month  of  July  commenced  with  a  moft  horrid  murder,  which 
was  committed  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Clode,  one  of  the  miffionaries,  who 
had  fled  for  refuge  from  the  favages  of  Otaheite,  to  the  lefs  tolerable, 
becaufe  better  inftruaed,  civilized  favages  of  Sydney.  This  ad  of 
more  than  favage  barbarity  was  committed  at  the  brick-fields,  in  the 
houfe  of  a  foldier.  His  brains  were  beaten  out  at  the  back  of  his  head, 
tvith  an  axe,  and  his  throat  fo  cut  ais  nearly  to  fever  the  head  from  the 
body,  which  was  then  tluxmn  into  a  fa w- pit.  It  was  difcovered  by 
a  man  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  concealing  his  hoe  in  the  fame 
place :  fuch  are  the  diredlions  of  Providence  ! 

The  Criminal  Court  being  convened,  two  men  and  one  woman' 
were  on  the  cleared  evidence  convlfted  of  the  murder,  and  adjudged 
to  fuffer  death.   ' 

It  appeared  upon  the  trial,  that  the  trifling  fum  of  ten  pounds, 
which  one  of  the  men,  a  foldier,  had  been  indebted  to  Mr.  Clode, 
prompted  him  to  his  deftrudton.     To  eflfed  this,  he  fignified  to  the. 

I  unfor- 
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unfortunate  gentleman,  that  if  he  would  call  at  his  hut  in  the  cTen« 
ing  he  would  pay  him.  He  catted  accordingly ;  and  while  leaning 
over  a  table  to  draw  up  a  receipt,  rcceiYcd  the  ferft  Wow  with  die 
axe,  from  the  hand  of  Thomas  Jones^  the  foldier ;  AJbury^  the 
other  man,  who  it  had  been  agreed  upon  fhould  give  it^  havii]^  failed 
in  his  refolution  at  the  moment  when  he  was  expedled  to  prove  it. 

Being  convicted  on  the  4th,  they  were  executed  on  the  6th,  upon 
the  fpot  where  the  murder  had  been  committed*  The  houfe  was  pulled 
down  and  burnt ;  and  the  bodies  of  the  two  men  were  hung  in  chain* 
near  the  place.  That  of  the  woman  was  delivered  to  the  furgeon  for 
difTetflion. 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  Hillfborough  tradpoi t  arrived  from  Eng- 
knd,  whence  (he  had  failed  with  three  hundred  male  convida  on 
board ;  but  from  the  raging  of  a  gaol  fever,  that  made  its  appear- 
ance foon  after  her  departure,  ninety^five  had  died  during  the  voyage, 
and  fix  more  were  added  to  the  number  in  a  few  days  after  they  were 
landed. 

It  was  impoflible  that  any  (hip  could  have  been  better  fitted  by 
government  for  the  accommodation  of  priibners^  during  fiich  a  voy^ 
age,  than  was  the  Hillfborough  ;  but,  unfortunately,  they  brought  wiih 
them,  perhaps,  lurking  in  their  clothing,  a'di£eafe  whkb  bade  de.- 
fiance  to  all  the  meafures  that  could  be  taken  for  their  comfort  and 
convenience. 

The  hofpitals  were  immediately  filled  with  thie  furvivors,  from 
whom  no  labour  could,  for  a  length,  of  time,  he  expo^kd ;.  aad  they 
were  fupplied  with  frefh  meat 

Governor  Hunter,  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  fpent  feme  days 
ia  an  excurfion  from  Profpe£k-*HiIl  to  the  fettlement  which  be  had 
eftabliflied  on  the  banks  of  George^s  River.  Having  before  exaouned 
the  country  between  Parramatta  and  the  river,  he  now  traced  Lb  ia 
another  diredion,  and  had  the  gratification  of  finding  it  equally  fa- 
vourable to  cultivation  with  what  he  had  before  obferved*  The 
diftance  from  tfaeiiill  was  about  five  miles,  over  excellent  ground, 

well 
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well  adapted  both  for  cultivation  and  pafturage,  and  equal  to  any  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nile  of  New  South  Wales,  The  fetrlers,  whom  he 
had  placed  there,  were  all  doing  well,  had  not  any  complaints  to 
make,  and  had  not  been  molefled  for  fome  time  by  the  rtatives.  On 
quitting  them,  he  proceeded -down  the  river  to  Botany  Bay,  and 
thence  walked  over-land  to  Sydney  ;  between  which  places  there  was 
nothing  but  barren  and  uneven  ground,  but  every  where  covered  with 
the  moft  beautiful  flowering  heath. 

Shortly  after  his  return,  the  Norfolk  floop  came  in  from  the  north- 
ward, having  been  abfent  about  fix-  weeks  upon  a  particular  fervice; 
the  following  account  of  which  is  taken  from  the  journal  of 
Lieutenant  Flinders,  which  he  delivered  to  the  Governor  after  his 
arrival. 

The  Governqr  being  very  defirous  of  gaining  fome  information  re- 
fpeding  the  coaft  to  the  northward  of  Port  Jackfon,  particularly  of 
two  large  openings  marked  by  Captain  Cook,  the  Norfolk  floop  was 
manned  with  volunteers  from  the  two  King's  fliips ;  and  Lieutenant 
Flinders  was  accompanied  by  Bong-ree,  a  native  of  the  north  fide  of 
Broken  Bay,  who  had  been  noted  for  his  good  difpofition,  and  open 
and  manly  conduft.  On  this  fervice  they  had  failed  on  the  8th  of 
the  preceding  month. 

At  half  pad  feven  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  9th  they  founded  ; 
but  without  finding  ground  with  fifteen  fathoms  of  line,  at  the 
diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  a  fmallreef  of  black  rocks,  which  ran  off 
from  a  fugar-loaf  point.  There  were  two  very  low,  and  therefore 
dangerous  rocks,  lying  at  S.  20^  E.  three  or  four  miles,  and  S.  E, 
about  two  miles  from  this  point.  Thefe  rocks  require  to  be  parti- 
cularly guarded  againft  by  any  veflTel  coming  near  the  land. 

Sounding  with  ten  fathoms  of  line  at  half  a  mile  diftance  from  the 
(hore  of  Cape  Hawke,  they  got  ground.  The  two  hills  here  men- 
tioned by  Captain  Cook  were  found  to  ftand  upon  the  pitch  of  the 
Cape,  and  were  covered  with  brufli  down  to  the  low  cliffs.  The 
ftrata  in  thefe  cliffs  lay  forty  or  fifty  degrees  from  the  horizbntal  line, 

3  s  From 
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From  the  Cape  the  coaft  falls  back,  forming  a  kind  of  double  bay. 
The  land  was  low,  and  rofe,  but  very  gradually,  ridge  over  ridge 
inland  to  a  moderate  height,  the  country  looking  pleafant  enough 
from  the  fea ;  but  the  trees  appeared  fmall,  and  mixed  with  brufli- 
wood. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth  it  was  difcovered  that  the  floop  had 
unfortunately  fprunga  very  bad  leak,  which  admitted  fo  much  water 
as  kept  one  pump  conftantly  at  work,  this  was  a  ferious  caufe  of  alarm ; 
and  the  maize  with  which  the  floop  had  been  before  loikdvd  was  con- 
tinually choaking  up  the  pump« 

After  paffing  the  Solitary  Ifles,  which  Mr.  Flinders  thought  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  termed  the  Miferable,  from  their  fterile  and 
uninviting  appearance,  they  anchored  in  Shoal  Bay,  in  two  and  a 
half  fathoms  water,  on  a  hard  fandy  bottom. 

On  examining  this  bay  in  his  boat,  he  found  it  to  be  very  fhallow, 
Having  returned  to  the  floop  about  noon,  he  landed  on  the  fouth  head 
for  the  purpofe  of  obferving  for  the  latitude.  The  meridional  alti- 
tude of  the  fun  gave  29°  26'  28'^  S.  for  the  latitude  of  the  entrance 
into  the  bay. 

Nothing  here  appearing  to  merit  more  than  a  fuperficial  examina- 
tion, Mr.  Flinders  did  not  think  it  worth  confuraing  much  of  his 
time,  and  therefore  got  under  way  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th. 

On  the  15th,  they  were  13  miles  diftant  from  Cape  Byron  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  peak  of  Mount  Warning  was  juft  appearing  over 
it.  Having  hauled  more  off,  to  avoid  the  reef  lying  oflf  Point  Danger, 
on  the  following  morning  they  found  themfelves  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  land.  They  now  fleered  weft  for  a  large  fpace,  « 
where  no  land  was  vifible,  and,  perceiving  breakers  off  the  fouth  point 
of  the  opening,  were  fatisfied  that  this  was  Moreton  Bay.  Pafling 
between  thefe  breakers  and  Point  Lookout,  they  got  ground  in  twenty 
fathoms  water.  As  they  drew  nearer,  there  appeared  to  be  a  very 
large  extent  of  water  within  the  opening.  The  country  to  the  fea- 
ward  was  wretchedly  fandy.     At  dufk.  Cape  Moreton  bore  weft, 

diftant 
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tliftant  two  or  three  miles;  and  the  highcft  glafs-houfe,  whofe  peak 
was  juft  prefenting  itfelf  over  the  diftant  land,  had  opened  round  it 
at  W.  3*"  or  4"*  N.  Two  hummocks,  refembling  hay-cocks,  diftindl 
from  any  other  land,  opened  fooil  after  a  few  degrees  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

The  veflel  was  now  hauled  in  round  Cape.  Moreton,  to  go  into 
Glafs-Houfe  Bay,  While  ranging  within  a  mile  of  the  fhore,  ten 
natives  were  counted,  half  of  whom  were  probably  women,  from 
their  keeping  behind  the  others  The  men  made  many  antic  geftures. 
One  had  a  green  branch  in  his  hand,  which  he  waved  to  and  fro  at 
the  extent  of  his  arm>  from  the  ground  on  one  fide  of  him  to  that  on 
the  other  J  and  fome  of  them  would  run  into  the  water  occafionally, 
and  beat  the  furf  with  fticks.  They  appeared  to  be  friendly,  ufmg 
nearly  the  fame  word  in  calling  our  people  that  would  have  been  made 
ufe  of  by  a  Port  Jackfon  native,  and  feemcd  defirous  that  they  flxould 
proceed  up  the  bay. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  they  anchored  about  two  miles  from  a  low 
fandy  fhore  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Flinders  went  in  his  boat  toward  the  open- 
ing, taking  Bong-ree,  the  native,  with  him.  As  they  approached  the 
fandy  point,  fome  dogs  came  down  upon  the  beach ;  and  foon  after 
feveral  natives  made  their  appearance,  moft  of  them  carrying  fifhing* 
nets  over  their  (houlders.  They  lay  upon  their  oars  fome  time,  con* 
verfing  with  them  by  figns,  and  repeating  the  words  which  they 
had  made  ufe  of.  As  they  feemed  to  be  friendly,  Bong-rce  wifhed 
to  make  them  a  vifit  j  and,  feeing  nothing  among  them  but  the 
pieces  of  fire-wood  which  the  natives  ufually  carry  with  them,  he 
jumped  on  fhore,  naked,  and  as  unarmed  as  they  themfelves  ap* 
pcared. 

He  quickly  made  an  exchange  with  the  yarn-belt  from  his  waift, 
for  a  fillet  made  of  kangooroo  hair.  The  mufquets  were  kept  at  hand 
in  the  boat,  to  be  prepared  againft  any  treachery;  but,  every  thing 
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feeming  to  go  on  well,  the  natives  appearing  rather  fliy  than  other- 
wife,  Mn  Flinders  joined  his  companion,  taking  his  gun  with  him. 
By  making  friendly  figns,  laying  down  the  gun,  and  offering  them  a 
woollen  cap,  he  was  fuffered  to  approach,  and  one  took  the  cap ; 
but  when  Mr.  Flinders  made  figns  that  he  expedled  to. have  his  net- 
bag  in  return,  he  gave  him  to  underftand  that  he  muft  firft  give 
him  his  hat.  This  hat  was  made  of  the  w.hite  fikmcnts  of  the  cab- 
bage-tree, and  feemed  to  excite  the  attention  and  wiflies  of  the  whole 
party. 

As  the  hat  was  not  given  to  him,  he  came  forward,  firft  throwing 
the  cap  that  he  had  received  upon  the  bank  behind  him,  to  fecure  it, 
and  feemed  very  anxious  for  either  the  hat  or  gun,  or  both.  Every 
thing,  however,  was  carried  on  very  amicably;  and  Mr.  Flinders, 
with  his  native,  retreated  flowly  toward  the  boat ;  but  turned  again, 
upon  finding  that  they  preffed  clofe  after  them.  One  of  them,  then, 
laughing,  and  talking  at  the  fame  time  to  Mr.  Flinders,  attempted  to 
take  the  hat  off  his  head  with  a  long  hooked  ftick  ;  which,  on  his 
difcovering,  created  a  laugh.  Behind  him  another  was  ftretching  out 
a  long  arm  to  the  fame  objedl,  but  was  fearful  of  con^g  near  enough 
to  reach  it. 

On  our  people  getting  into  the  boat,,  and  fhoving  her  off  into  deep 
v^-ater,  they  did  not  feem  pleafed,  but  tried  to  perfuade  them  to  land 
again.  Finding  that  they  could  not  fucceed,  one  of  them  threw  his 
piece  of  fire-wood  at  them;  but  it  falling  (hort,  the  matter  was  treated 
as  a  joke,  and  laughed  at.  On  this  another  ran  into  the  water,  and 
threw  his  alfo  ;  but  it  likewife  fell  fliort:  he  then  took  the  hooked 
ftick,  and  flipping  off, the  hook,  which,  it  feems,  was  only  laftied  or 
tied  on^j  produced  a  fpear,  with  which  he  ran  up  to  the  middle  in 
water,  and  threw  at  them  by  hand.  It  paffed  over  the  centre  of  the 
boat,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  above  the  gunwale,  but  touched  no  one. 
After  this  impudent  and  unprovoked  attack,  Mr.  Flinders  fnapped  his 
gun  at  the  man  who  had  thrown  the  fpear  j  but  the   flint   having 
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received   fome  wet  it  mifled  fire.     He  tried  again  j  the  gun  again 
mijfTed  fire. 

While  this  was  tranfadling,  the  major  part  of  the  natives  were  ob- 
ferving  Mr.  Flinders's  motions  with  much  unconcern.  On  a  third 
trial  the  gun  w^nt  off.  The  man  in  the  water  fell  flat,  as  did  every 
individual  among  them  ;  but  thofe  on  the  fhore  ran  oflf  almoft  inftan- 
taneoufly,  and  fcrambled  away  toward  the  bank,  fome  upright,  and 
fome  upon  their  hands  and  feet.  One  of  the  people  in  the  boat  then 
fired  among  them,  and  they  fell  again  upon  their  faces ;.  but  very 
foon  rofe  and  fled  behind  the  bank  into  the  wood.  Even  the  man  in 
the  water  rofe  and  made  off,  but  fo  flowly,  (looping  very  much,  and 
holding  one  hand  to  his  back,  that  it  was  concluded  he  had  been 
wounded ;  and  he  looked  every  now  and  then  over  his  fhoulder,  as 
if  expeding  to  fee  the  fpear  that  he  fuppofed  muft  be  flicking  in  his 
back.  According  to  Bong-ree's  account,  another  native  had  his  arm 
broken  by  the  fecond  fliot. 

As  this  wanton  attack  had  unfortunately  obliged  the  party  to  fire 
upon  thefe  people,  in  order  to  maintain  that  fuperiority  which  they 
meant  upon  all.occafions  to  affert,  Mr.  Flinders  thought  it  might  be 
the  means  of  preventing  much  future  mifchief,  to  give  them  a  more 
extenfive  idea  of  his  power,  and  thereby  deter  them  from  any  future 
attempt  in  his  intercourfe  with  them.  For  as  this 'bay  was  to  be  ex^ 
amined,  and  the  leak  which  the  floop  had  fpruHg  was  to  be  fl;opped 
there,  it  became  more  than  probable  that  they  would  often  meet  j 
and  he  was  well  fatisfied  of  the  great  influence  which  the  awe  of  a 
fuperior  power  has  in  favages  to  create  refpedl,  and  render  their  com- 
munications friendly. 

In  this  view,  with  two  mufquet  balls  in  his  gun,  he  fired  at  a  man 
who  was  looking  at  them  from  among  the  trees.  One  of  thefe  balls 
touched  the  edge  of  the  bank  in  a  right  line  for  him  ;  the  other  pafl^ed 
over.  They  afterwards  landed,  intending  to  bring  away  the  nets, 
which  it  was  fuppofed  they  had  in  their  flight  and  alarm  forgotten. 

On 
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On  going  upon  the  bank,  previoufly  to  afcertain  the  pofition  of  the 
enemy,  he  faw  feveral  of  them  running  different  ways  among  the 
trees,  apparently  with  a  defign  of  coming  round  upon  them  ;  and, 
not  knowing  their  force  or  numbers,  Mr.  Flinders  direded  the  native 
and  a  man  who  had  alfo  landed  to  return  to  the  boat  j  but  Bong-ree 
thought  that  they  were  running  to  conceal  themfelves.  They  had  not 
left  their  nets. 

From  the  low  fandy  point  where  this  affair  happened,  and  which 
obtained  the  name  of  Point  Skirmifh,  they  proceeded  up  the  opening, 
which  proved  to  be  the  river  leading  to  the  Glafs-Houfe  peaks.  Thefe 
peaks  flood  upon  the  low  flat  ground,  confiderably  within  the  moun- 
tains, and,  as  far  as  could  be  judged,  had  every  appearance  of  being 
volcanic.  That  they  were  fo,  indeed,  was  in  fome  mealure  corro- 
borated by  the  quantity  of  pumice-ftone  which  was  lying  at  high- 
water  mark  upon  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  river,  on  which  Mr.  Flinders 
had  landed  to  mark  the  nature  and  appearance  of  the  country,  not 
being  able,  from  the  ftrength  of  the  ebb-tide,  to  proceed  far  in  his 
boat. 

Five  or  fix  huts,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  in  length,  were  feea 
{landing  near  each  other.  They  refembled  a  covered  arch-way, 
rounded  at  the  far  end.  In  one  of  them  was  found  a  fmall  and  very 
light  (hield,  and  in  another  an  old  net,  which  had  a  bag  to  it,  and 
was  knotted  and  made  in  the  fame  way  as  it  would  have  been  if  made 
by  an  European  feine-maker.  It  appeared  to  be  intended  for  a  fcoop- 
net.  There  were  marks  of  a  large  kangooroo  having  paffed,  and 
many  traces  of  dogs  were  vifible  on  the  beach. 

Mr.  Flinders,  on  his  return  to  the  floop,  was  informed  that  the  leak 
had  been  found  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  darting  of  a  plank 
from  the  timber,  about  three  or  four  ftreaks  from  the  keel.  It  had 
been  filled  up  with  oakum,  fince  which  fhe  made  but  little  water, 
lying  at  anchor. 

From 


1799']  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES*  503 

From  the  fituation  in  which  the  floop  lay,  the  bay  had  not  any 
appearance  of  clofing  round,  but  feemcd  to  promife  a  large  river  at 
its  head,  and  a  communication  with  Moreton  Bay,  if  not  fomething 
more  interefting. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  they  got  under  weigh  to  proceed  up  this 
river.  Handing  to  the  fouthward  until  dark,  at  which  time  they  an- 
chored, about  three  miles  from  the  weftern  (hore,  in  five  fathoms, 
on  a  foft  muddy  bottom ;  whereas  the  ground  before  had  always  been 
fandy. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.    XXIIL 

FURTHER  PROCEEDINGS  IN  GLASS-HOUSf  BAY.  — RED   CLIFF  POINT.— MORE- 
TON  BAY  THE    Sl.uOP  PREPARED   FOR  AN  ATTACK    ON   THE  NATIVES*  — 

THE  EVENT.  — ENTER   PUMICE-STONE   RIVER.  —  SEE   SOME    NATIVES. THE 

LEAK  IN  THE  SLOOP  STOPPED.  —  INTERVIEWS    WITH    NATIVES. MR.  FLIN- 
DERS VISITS   THE  GLASS   HOUSE    PEAKS. ACCOUNT  OF    THE    COUNTRY.— 

RETURN     DOWN    THE      RIVER. (THER    INTERVIEWS    WITH     NATIVES. 

THEIR  MANNER  OF  SINGING. — DANCING. OTHER  PARTICULARS  OF,  AND 

SOME    CONJECTURES    RESPECTING    THEM. — QUIT     PUMICE   STONE     RIVER 
AND    GLASS-HOUSE  BAY.  —  THE    NORFOLK  PROCtEDS  TO  HERVEY's  BAY.— ^ 

SOME  ACCOUNT     OF     IT. — ^^SHE     RETURNS    TO     PORT     JACKSON. PUBLIC 

WORKS. THE    GOVERNOR   CROSSES  THE   NLPEAN. — THE  RELIANCE  SA.LS 

FOR     NORFOLK    ISLAND.  —  THE  WALKER  ARRIVES    FROM     ENGLAND  WITH 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  PATERSON. — DISPATCHES    RECEIVED. STORM  OF 

WIND. SETTLERS    DISSATISFIED. A  SPANISH    PRIZE  ARRIVES. — A    CRI- 
MINAL COURT  HELD. — GAOL  BURNT  AT  PARRAMATTA. 

AT  day-light  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  I7fh,  the  floop 
was  got  under  weigh,  and  anchored  about  half  paft  ten  o'clock, 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  a  point  with  red  cliffs.  A  little  to  the 
weftward  of  Red  Cliff  Point,  Mr.  Flinders  found  the  latitude  to  be 
27®  16' 25''  fouth.  The  rocks  here  were  of  (lone,  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated with  iron,  having  fome  finall  pieces  of  granite  and  cryftal  Mat- 
tered about  the  ihore. 

On  the  following  morning  they  paffed  two  iflands,  and  afterwards 
two  fmaller,  one  of  which  was  covered  with  wood.  Another  ifland, 
apparently  larger  than  either  of  the  four  above  mentioned,  appeared  at 
the  diftance  of  about  five  miles.  Reckoning  the  northernmoft  of  thefe 
four  iflands  to  be  the  firft  in  number,  they  made  their  courfe  good  for 

the 


I799-]  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  505 

the  third  ifland,  after  tacking ;  and  the  water  deepened  ahnoft  imme- 
diately to  fix  fathoms. 

At  this  time  their  attention  was  much  attradled  by  a  party  of  natives 
from  thefe  iflands,  who  appeared  to  be  ftanding  up  in  their  canoes,  and 
pulling  toward  them  with  all  their  ftrength,  and  in  very  regular  order. 
They  feemed  to  have  long  poles  or  fpears  in  their  hands,  with  which 
alfo  they  appeared  to  be  paddling  ;  the  whole  of  them  (hifting  their 
hands  at  the  fame  inftant,  after  the  manner  of  the  South-fca  iflanders. 
As  about  twenty  of  them  were  counted,  and  feemed  to  be  coming  on 
with 'much  refolution,  our  people  prepared  for  whatever  might  be  the 
event.  The  floop  was  put  under  eafy  fail,  her  decks  cleared  .of  every 
incumbrance,  and  each  man  was  provided  with  a  competent  number 
of  mu{kct-balls,  piftol-balls,  and  buck-fhot,  which  were  to  be  ufed  as 
the  diftance  might  require  ;  for  it  was  intended  that  not  a  man  (hould 
efcape  if  they  commenced  an  attack. 

Thus  prepared,  they  bore  toward  them,  finding  that  with  all  their 
exertions  they  did  not  approach  much  nearer  to  the  veflei.  But,  how 
great  was  their  furprife  on  difcovcring,  that,  inflead  of  advancing  in 
canoes  to  attack  them,  they  were  ftanding  upon  a  large  flat,  that  fur- 
rounded  the  third  ifland,  driving  fifli  into  their  nets,  and  that  they 
had  but  two  canoes  among  them !  They  were  ftanding  in  a  line, 
fplafliing  in  the  water  with  long  fticks,  firft  for  fome  time  on  one 
fide,  and  then  all  fliifting  to  fplafli  on  the  other.  Thus  this  hoftile 
array  turned  out  to  be  a  few  peaceable  fifliermen  :  peaceable  indeed; 
for  on  the  approach  of  the  veflei  they  funk  their  canoes  upon  the  flat, 
and  retreated  to  the  ifland,  where  they  made  their  fires. 

The  flood-tide  having  ceafed  to  run,  they  anchored  at  noon,  and  by 
the  fun's  meridional  altitude,  in  27*"  27'  16"  fouth  latitude.  The  third 
ifland,  on  which  the  natives  were,  bore  W.  4**  S.  one  and  a  half  or 
two  miles  diftant,  and  the  centers  of  the  two  northern  ones  N.  40*  and 
N.ij"*  W.  The  entrance  from  Moreton  Bay  bearing  N.  68''  E.  from 
this  anchorage,  corroborated  its  latitude  by  the  obfervation  of  the 

3  T  H^h, 
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I4lh,  which  was  taken  on  the  fea  fide  of  it,  although  it  differed  con- 
fiderably  from  tliat  given  by  Captain  Cook. 

On  the  floop  ftandinj;  near  the  fouth  part  of  the  (hoal  that  ap- 
peared to  furround  the  illand  to  wliich  the  natives  had  retired,  one  of 
them  came  down  abreaft  of  the  veflel,  making  the  fame  geftures,  and 
running  backwards  and  forwards,  as  others  had  done  before ;  but 
little  attention  was  paid  to  him,  Mr.  Flinders  being  more  intent  on 
getting  as  far  up  the  bay  as  poflible  while  the  tide  favoured  him,    ' 

Early  the  next  morning  (Sunday  the  2 ill),  Mr.  Flinders  went  in 
his  boat  to  examine  Pumice  Stone  river,  and  the  entrance  into  it.  On 
approaching  Point  Skirmifh,  five  or  fix  natives  came  down  to  the 
boat  unarmed,  and,  by  friendly  geftures  and  offers  of  their  girdles 
and  fmall  nets,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  land.  He  could  not 
fatisfy  himfelf  whether  they  had  any  treacherous  dcfign  in  tbis,  or 
whether  their  prcfenting  themfelves  unarmed  proceeded  from  any 
confidence  which  they  might  have  felt,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  his 
people  would  hurt  them  if  they  were  not  the  aggreffors.  In  this  point 
of  view  the  offer  of  their  girdles  and  nets  might  have  been  meant  as 
an  atonement  for  their  former  condudi  ;  he  did  not,  however,  choofe 
to  truft  them,  but  proceeded  to  examine  the  river. 

When  they  had  nearly  reached  the  end  of  their  excurfion,  two  na-^ 
tives  came  down  to  the  beach,  and  feemed  deiirous  for  them  to  land. 
There  being  a  dry  fand  at  a  fufficient  diftancc  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  fpears,  they  put  afhore  upon  it.  On  Mn  Flinders  taking  up  his  gun 
to  fire  at  two  red-bills,  the  natives  ran  into  the  woods  ;  but  on  Bong- 
ree's  advancing  that  way  they  returned,  and  he  made  a  friendly  ex- 
change for  their  hair  fillets  and  belts,  giving  them  a  white  woollea 
cap  in  return,  and  came  to  the  boat,  for  a  piece  of  white  cloth  and 
fome  bifcuit  for  them.  During  this  time  Mr.  Flinders  was  on  ihore 
upon  the' fand  bank  with  a  gun,  to  cover  him  in.cafe  their  behaviour 
Ihould  be  unfriendly.  On  his  advancing  toward  them,  they  were 
v^ry  vociferous  for  him  to  remain  at  a  diftanqe,  and  would  on  no 

account 
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acccount  admit  of  his  approaching  without  laying  down  his  gun.  Thi^ 
place  was  about  fix  miles  from  Point  Skirmifti  ;  but  it  was  evident  that 
the  fame  and  dread  of  their  fire-arms  had  reached  thus  far,  and  were 
moft  probably  increafed  by  the  (hooting  of  the  (wans,  which  they 
muft  have  witnefled. 

In  their  return  down  the  river,  they  were  called  to  by  a  man  on 
the  weft  fide,  who  had  a  fpear  in  his  hand  ;  but  two  women  and  H-- 
veral  children  being  behind  argued  rather  againft  any  premedirateJ 
hoftility.  The  women  and  children  retired  on  their  approaching 
the  fliore ;  but  they  were  obferved  to  be  peeping  at  them  from 
behind  the  bufhes.  This  man  made  great  exclamations  for  tlie 
muiket  to  be  laid  down,  calling  out  **  woo-rah,  woo-rah,"  as  others 
had  done,  and  feemed  pleafed  when  it  was  complied  with  ;  but  he 
could  not  have  heard  many  particulars  of  their  weapons;  for,  on 
pointing  a  mufquet  toward  him  to  try  the  experiment,  he  did  not 
appear  to  be  fenfible  of  the  danger  to  himfelf  in  that  cafe.  As  he  did 
not  choofc  to  quit  his  fpear,  and  the  fun  was  defcending,  they  did  not 
land,  but  backed  in  near  enough  to  throw  him  a  yarn  flocking,  which 
they  fhewed  him  was  to  be  worn  as  a  cap  with  a  tail  to  it,  and  then 
parted  good  friends. 

Monday  the  2 2d  was  pafled  in  getting  the  floop  into  the  river,  which 
with  fome  difficulty  was  accompliflicd,^  having  to  find  out  a  channel 
through  an  infinity  of  (hoals.  Having  completely  flopped  the  leak  in 
his  veflel  and  re-flowed  her,  he  lofl  no  time  in  profecuting  his  intended 
excurfion  to  the  Glafs-Houfe  Peaks.  Previous  to  their  departure,  three 
natives  made  their  appearance  upon  the  beach,  a  fhort  diftance  below 
the  veflel,  and  unarmed  as  before.  Bong-ree  went  up  to  them  in 
his  ufual  undaunted  manner  ;  but  they  would  not  fuffer  Mr.  Flinders 
or  any  of  his  party  to  approach  them,  without  firfl  laying  down  their 
muflcets.  Prefents  were  made  them  of  yarn  caps,  pork,  and  bifcuit, 
all  of  which  they  eagerly  took,  and  made  figns  for  Bong-ree  to  go 
with  them,  and  they  would  give  him  girdles  and  fillets,  to  bind  round 
his  head  and  the  upper  parts  of  his  arms.     So  long  as  their  vifitors 
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xronfifted  only  of  two,  the  natives  were  lively,  dancing  and  finging 
in  concert  in  a  very  pleafing  manner  ;  but  the  number  of  white  men 
having  imperceptibly  increafed  to  eight,  they  became  alarmed  and 
fufpicious,  feeming  to  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  a  (hot-belt  that 
Mr.  Flinders  wore,  and  which,  though  they  did  not  rightly  know 
how,  might  fome  way  or  other  be  a  deadly  weapon. 

Obferving  this,  he  gave  it  to  one  of  the  people  to  take  away.  Three 
of  the  fuilors,  who  were  Scotchmen,  were  defired  to  dance  a  reel;  but, 
for  want  of  mufic,  they  made  a  very  bad  performance,  which  was 
contemplated  by  the  natives  without  much  amufement  orcuriofity. 
Finding  that  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  vifit  the  floop,  our  people 
parted  from  them  in  a  very  friendly  manner. 

On  the  25th  they  turned  two  or  three  miles  further  up  the  river, 
and  anchored  near  the  place  on  the  weftern  fliore,  where  the  man  who 
had  a  family  with  him  had  called  to  them  :  at  this  time  they  faw  a 
fire,  and  heard  fcveral  younger  female  voices  in  the  fame  place. 

On  the  following  morning  Mr.  Flinders  took  the  boat  up  a  branch 
that  pointed  towards  the  Peaks,  and  got  a  fight  of  the  flat-topped  peak 
at  times,  which,  appearing  to  be  confiderably  nearer  than  the  higheft 
Glafs-Houfe,  was  that  which  he  meant  firft  to  vifit;  but,  obferving 
tlial  one  of  the  round  mounts  with  Hoping  fides  was  ftill  nearer,  he 
;,ltered  his  courfe  for  it ;  and,  after  walking  about  nine  miles  from  the 
boat,  reached  the  top.  The  mount  was  a  pile  of  ftones  of  all  fizes, 
moftly  loofe  near  the  furface.  The  decayed  vegetable  matter  that  was 
lodged  in  the  cavities  produced  a  thick  covering  of  long,  but  rather 
Tpindly  grafs,  very  fit  for  thatch  from  its  length.'  The  afcent  was 
difficult,  and  fimilar  to  that  up  Mount  Diredion,  which  ftands  on 
the  eaft  bank  of  the  Derwent  river  in  Van  Diemen's  Land.  The  trees 
upon  the  mount  were  the  fame  as  on  the  level  ground,  but  taller  and 
more  fl:raight. 

From  the  fummit  of  this  mount,  the  view  of  the  Bay  and  neigh- 
bouring country  was  very  extenfive.  The  uppermoft  part  of  the  bay 
appeared  at  S.  24*  £•  and  moft  probably  communicated  with  a  line  of 

water 
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water  which  was  vifiblc  at  S.  1 2**  E.  where  there  were  feveral  diftind 
columns  of  fmoke.  This  laft  bearing,  which  Mr.  Flinders  appre- 
hended to  be  near  the  head  of  the  river,  he  was  not  permitted  to  enter 
with  the  iloop,  from  the  intricacy  of  the  channel,  and  the- (hortnefs  of 
the  time  which  remained  for  his  excurfion. 

At  feven  the  next  morning  they  found  themfelves  under  the  fteep 
cliffs  of  the  flat-topped  peak.  The  ftone  of  which  this  was  compofed 
was  of  a  whitilh  caft,  clofe-grained  and  hard,  but  iiot  heavy.  It  was 
not  ftratificd,  but  there  were  many  fiflures  in  it.  At  a  little  diftance 
from  the  peak  there  were  fome  pieces  of  a  reddifli-coloured  ftone  and 
fome  fmall  pieces  of  granite  fcattered  about. 

Mr.  Flinders  was  fomewhat  furprifed  at  not  meeting  with  any  vol- 
canic appearances,  as  the  pumice  ftone  in  the  river,  and  the  fituation 
of  thofe  ftupendous  peaks,  ftandihg  upon  low  flat  ground,  had  led  him 
to  form  fome  anxious  expectations  on  that  head.  But  it  muft  be  ob« 
ferved,  that,  although  he  could  not  diftinguift^  any  traces  of  fcoria, 
lava,  bafaltes,  or  other  igneous  remains,  yet  they  might  ftill  exift^ 
more  efpecially  about  the  high  glafs-houfe,  which  he  did  not  vifit. 

As  the  fteepnefs  of  its  fides  forbade  all  idea  of  reaching  the  fummit 
of  the  flat-topped  peak,  he  direded  his  courfe  to  the  river.  The  traces 
of  men  or  animals  were  but  very  few^  and  had  been  but  rarely  met 
with  in  the  upper  parts  of  this  excurfion ;  and  no  where  did  he  meet 
with  any  land  that  was  calculated  for  the  production  of  wheat. 

Having  reached  the  floop  in  the  evening,  the  following  morning 
they  got  under  weigh.  There  were  many  natives  on  the  fliore  abreafl: 
of  them,  whofeemed  particularly  anxious  to  be  vifited,  dancing  and 
finging  to  attract  attention,  and  exprefs  their  own  good-will;  and, 
when  they  could  not  prevail  upon  our  people  to  land,  they  followed 
the  floop  along  the  banks,  their  hopes  feeming  to  revive  by  the  trips 
which  in  tacking  they  occafionally  made  towards  the  (hore. 

Not  being  able  to  get  out  of  the  river  in  one  tide,  they  anchored 
about  a  mile  fliort  of  the  entrance,  to  cut  fome  fire-wood  There  was 
a  houfe  and  feveral  natives  near  the  place,  with  whom  Bpng-ree  was 

in 
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in  converfation  when  the  tree  fell ;    the  cra(h  and  report  of  which 
i  ftartlcd  them  a  good  deal,  and  might  probably  affift  in  giving  them  a 

I  higher  idea  of  the  power  of  their  vifitors.     Thefe  people  were  ftill 

!  very  averfe  from  the  appearance  or  approach  of  a  mufquet,  keeping 

'  a  watchful  eye  upon  their  flighted  movement. 

•  The  gallant  and  unfafpeCling  native,  Bong-ree,  made  them  a  pre- 

I  fent  of  one  of  his  fpears,  and  a  throwing-ftick,  of  which  he  (hewed 

them  the  ufe,  for  they  appeared  to  be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  latter ; 
and  their  weapons  of  the  former  kind  were  inferior  to  his. 

Very  bad  weather  detained  Mr.  Flinders  here  for  two  days,  during 
which  they  were  occafionally  vifited  by  the  natives,  who  came  down 
upon  both  fides  of  the  river,  and  entertained  them  with  finging  and 
dancing.     Not  a  fpear  was  at  any  time  to  be  feen  among  them. 

A  party  who  went  to  the  eaftern  fhore  to  procure  fire-wood,  and 
to  comply  with  the  defire  which  the  natives  had  fo  often  expreflfed  of 
feeing  them  land  among  them,  found  them  ftill  timorous ;  but,-  on 
-being  encouraged  and  requefted  by  figns  to  fing,  they  began  a  fong 
in  concert,  which  adlually  was  mufical  and  pleafing,  and  not  merely 
in  the  diatonic  fcale,  defcending  by  thirds,  as  s^t  Port  Jackfon  :  the 
defcent  of  this  was  waving,  in  rather  a  melancholy  foothing  ftrain.  ^ 
The  fong  of  Bong-ree,  which  he  gave  them  at  the  conclufion  of  theirs, 
founded  barbarous  and  grating  to  the  ear ;  but  Bong-ree  was  an  in- 
different fongfter,  even  among  his  own  countrymen. 

Thefe  people,  like  the  natives  of  Port  Jackfon,  having  fallen  to  the 
low  pitch  of  their  voices,  recommenced  their  fong  at  the  oOave, 
which  was  accompanied  by  flow  and  not  ungraceful  motions  of  the 
body  and  limbs,  their  hands  being  held  up  in  a  fupplicating  pofture ; 
and  the  tone  and  manner  of  their  fong  and  geftures  feemcd  to  beipeak 
the  good-will  and  forbearance  of  their  auditors.  Obferving  that  they 
were  attentively  liftened  to,  they  each  feleded  one  of  our  people,  and 
placed  his  mouth  clofe  to  his  ear,  as  if  to  produce  a  greater  eflfea,  or, 
it  might  be,  to  teach  them  the  fong,  which  their  filent  attention  might 
feem  to  exprefs  a  defire  to  learn.     As  a  recompence  for  the  amufe- 

ment 
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ment  they  had  afforded,  Mn  Flinders  gave  them  fome  worfted  caps, 
and  a  pair  of  blanket  trowfers,  with  which  they  feemed  well  pleafed. 
Several  other  natives  now  made  their  appearance  ;  and  it  was  forae 
time  before  they  could  overcome  their  dread  of  approaching  the 
ftrangers  with  their  fire-arms;  but,  encouraged  by  the  three  who 
were  with  them,  they  came  up,  and  a  general  fong  and  dance  was 
commenced.  Their  finging  was  not  confined  to  one  air  ;  they  gave 
three. 

Of  thofe  who  laft  came,  three  were  remarkable  for  the  largenefs  of 
their  heads ;  and  one,  whofc  face  was  very  rough^  had  much  more 
the  appearance  of  a  baboon  than  of  a  human  being.  He  was  covered 
with  oily  foot ;  his  hair  matted  with  filth  ;  his  vifage,  even  among  his 
fellows,  uncommonly  ferocious  ;  and  his  very  large  mouth,  befet  with  t 
teeth  of  every  hue  between  black,  white,  green,  and  yellow,  fome- 
times  prefented  a  fmile.which  might  make  any  one  fhudder... 

When  thefe  people  joined  the  party,  the  ftrangers  were  fliown, . 
ajid  their  names  feverally  told  to  them,  until  they  had  gotten  the  pro- 
nunciation. This  ceremony  was  reciprocal,  and  accorded  with  what; 
Captain  Cook  had  faid  before  of  an  inhabitant  of  Endeavour  Riven . 
*'  He  introduced  the  ftrangers  by  name,  a  ceremony  which  upon  fuch 
occafipns  was  never  omitted/'  The  difference  of  latitude  between . 
thefe  two  places  is  1 1**  39^,  or  feven  hundred  miles. 

With  regard  to  the  comparative  fize  of  thefe  people,  they  were  evi- 
dently fomewhat  lower  than  the  common  ftandard  of  Engliflimen,  and  : 
perhaps  fmaller  in  every  refped,  except  in  the  difproportionate  fize 
of  the  head  ;  and  indeed  this  was  not  general.  In  the  features  of  the  - 
face,  particularly  in  the  elongation  of  the  lower  ones,  in  the  fmall 
calf  to  the  leg,  and  thexurve  of  the  thigh,  they  borea  general  refem-^ 
blance  to  the  natives  of  Port  Jackfon. 

A  hawk  prefenting  himfelf,  Mr.  Flindeiis  thought  it  a  good  oppor^- 
tunity  of  (hewing  his  new  friends  a  fpecimen  of  the  tStGt  and  cer- 
tainty of  his  firerarms.    He  made  them  comprehend  v^hat  was  in«  - 

tended^ . 
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tended,  when  their  agitation  was  fo  great  that  they  feemed  on  the 
point  of  running  into  the  woods :  however,  an  expedient  to  detain 
them  was  devifed ;  the  feamen  placed  ihcm  in  a  clufter  behind  them- 
felves,  and  in  this  fituation  they  anxioufly  faw  Mr.  Flinders  fire  at  the 
bird.  What  muft  have  been  his  fenfations  at  this  moment !  the  hawk 
flew  away.  This  difappointmcnt  brought  to  his  recolledlion  how  in- 
effcdual  had  been  fome  former  attempts  of  his  to  imprefs  them  with 
an  idea  of  the  fuperior  refinement  of  his  followers.  Bong-ree,  his 
mufician,  had  annoyed  his  auditors  with  his  barbarous  founds ;  and 
the  clumfy  exhibition  of  his  Scotch  dancers  had  been  viewed  by  them 
without  wonder  or  gratification. 

It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  fay  that  thefe  people  go  naked.  They, 
however,  wore  belts  round  the  waift,  and  fillets  about  the  head  and 
upper  parts  of  the  arms.  Thefe  were  formed  of  hair,  twifted  into 
yarn-like  threads,  and  then  into  bandages,  moftly  reticulated.  Indeed, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  bay  appeared  to  poflefs,  in  general,  a  very 
pointed  difference  from,' if  not  a  fuperiority  over,  thofc  of  New  South 
Wales,  particularly  in  their  net-works.  There  was  no  doubt  but  they 
were  provided  with  nets  for  catching  very  large  fifh,  or  animals ;  as 
the  fragments  of  one  were  picked  up,  the  meihes  of  which  were  wide 
enough  to  admit  the  efcape  of  a  moderate-fized  porpoife  j  and  the  line 
of  which  it  was  made  was  from  three  quarters  to  an  inch  in  circum- 
ference. 

Mr.  Flinders  was  of  opinion,  that  this  mode  of  procuring  their 
food  would  caufe  a  charaderiflic  difference  between  the  manners,  and 
perhaps  the  difpofitions  of  thefe  people,  and  of  thofe  who  moftly 
depend  upon  the  fpear  or  fizgig  for  a  fupply.  In  the  one  cafe,  there 
muft  neceffarily  be  the  co-operation  of  two  or  more  individuals,  who 
therefore,  from  mutual  neceffity,  would  affociate  together.  It  is  fair 
to  fuppofe,  that  this  afTociation  would,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  genera- 
tions, if  not  much  fooner,  produce  a  favourable  change  in  the  manners 
and  difpofitions  even  of  a  favage.     In  the  i)ther  cafe,  the  native  who 

depends 
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depends  upon  his  fizgig  or  his  fpear  for  his  fupport,  depends  upon 
his  (ingle  arm,  and,  requiring  not  the  aid  of  fociety,  is  indifTerent 
about  it,  but  prowls  along,  a  gloomy,  unfcttled,  and  unlbcial  being. 
An  inhabitant  of  Port  Jackfon  is  feldom  feen,  even  in  the  populous 
town  of  Sydney,  without  his  fpear,  his  ihrowing-flick,  or  his  chib. 
His  fpear  is  his  defence  againft  enemies.  It  is  the  weaj^on  which  he 
\ifes  to  punifh  aggreflion  and  revenge  infult.  li  is  even  the  iiiftrn- 
ment  with  which  he  correSs  his  wife  in  the  laft  extreme ;  for  in  their 
paffion,  or  perhaps  oftener  in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  they  fcruple  not  to  in* 
flift  death.  It  is  the  play-thing  of  children,  and  in  the  hands  of  per- 
fons  of  all  ages.  It  is  eafy  to  perceive  what  effeCt  this  muft  have 
Upon  their  minds.  They  become  familiarifed  to  wounds,  blood,  and 
death ;  and,  repeatedly  involved  in  fkimiifhes  and  dangers,  the  native 
fears  not  death  in  his  own  perfon,  and  is  confequently  careicfs  of  in- 
Aiding  it  on  others. 

Tlie  net  alfo  appearing  to  be  a  more  certain  fource  of  food  than  the 
fpear,  change  of  place  will  belefs  neccffary.  The  incumbrance  too  of 
carrying  large  nets  from  one  place  to  another  will  require  a  more  per- 
manent refidence ;  and  hence  it  would  naturally  follow,  that  their 
houfes  would  be  of  a  better  conftruftion.  Thofe  which  had  been 
met  with  in  Shoal  Bay  and  Glafs-Houfe  Bay  were  certainly  far  fupe- 
rior  to  any  that  had  been  feen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Jackfon  ; 
and  this  fuperiority  Mr.  FKnders  attributed  to  the  different  mode  of 
procuring  fifli  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  time  the  floop  remained  in  Glafs-Houfe  Bay  they  fcarce* 
]y  faw  any  of  the  women. 

Of  their  canoes  but  little  couH  be  reported,  the  only  one  that  Mn 
Flinders  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  was  formed  of  the  ftringy 
bark,  and  was  much  larger  than  any  ufed  at  Port  Jackfon,  The  ends 
of  it  were  tied  up  in  the  fame  manner;  but  k  :was  'mis(hapen  and 
clumfy.  Not  any  of  the  natives  ever  attempted  to  approach  the  iloop 
in  canoes,  although  at  times  eight  or  ten  were  feen  ftancjing  together, 
who  appeared  very  defirous  of  having  a  communication  with  it 

3  u  .On 
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On  Wednefday  the  3 1  ft,  they  got  under  weigh  with  the  weather 
tide,  and  beat  out  of  the  river.  Having  pafled  fifteen  days  in  Glafs- 
Houfe  Bay,  Mr.  Flinders  was  enabled  to  form  his  judgment  of  it.  It 
was  fo  full  of  fhoals,  that  he  could  not  attempt  to  point  out  any  paf- 
fage  that  would  lead  a  (hip  into  it  without  danger.  The  eaft  fide  of 
the  Bay  had  not  been  founded  ;  if  any  exifled,  it  would  probably  be 
found  on  that  fide. 

Mr.  Flinders's  next  place  of  deftination  was  Hervey's  Bay,  which 
he  reached  in  two  days,  and  where  he  remained  till  the  7th  ;  during 
which  time  he  had  failed  round  the  interior  of  it,  but  without  being 
able  to  enter  any  opening  that  might  have  led  him  to  a  river. 

Having  cleared  the  point  of  Break-fea  Spit,  on  Thurfday  the  1 8th: 
he  proceeded  on  his  return  to  Port  Jackfon.  Faffing  the  land  between 
Smoky  Cape  and  the  Solitary  Ifles  in  the  day,  which  had  before  been 
paiTed  in  the  night,  he  obferved  that  it  feemed  to  be  higher  than  moft 
parts  of  its  coaft  in  the  neighbourhood,  Mount  Warning  excepted'; 
and  even  there  it  was  not  fo  high  near  the  fliore.  The  view  that  Mr* 
Flinders  had  of  the  land  at  fun-fet,  when  Smoky  Cape  bore  S.  25*  W. 
diftant  five  or  fix  leagues^  induced  him  to  think  it  probable  that  there 
might  be  an  opening  to  the  northward  of  it. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  i8th,  there  being  but  little  wind,  and  the 
weather  fine,  they  were  attended  by  feveral  very  large  fpermaceti 
whales.  Thefe  were  not  more  than  twice  the  floop's  length  from  her, 
coming  lipon  either  fide,  at  times  very  near  her,  and  remained  play- 
ing, or  perhaps  feeding  in  this  way,  for  more  than  two  hour&i. 

Their  appearance  was  followed  in  the  evening  by  a  gale  from  the 
S.  W.  which  reduced  them  to  then:  ftorm  fails,  and  compelled  them 
%o  keep  off  and  on  during  the  night.  The  wind,  however,  mo^brat-* 
ing  the  next  day,  Mr«  Flinders  concluded  his  labours  at  dufk.  in  the 
evening  of  the  20th ;  at  which  time  he  fecured  his  little  veiTel  along--^ 
fide  bis.  Majcfty's  (hip  the  Reliance  in  Port  Jackfon. 

We 
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We  muft  here  take  leave  of  Captain  Flinders,  wliofe  fkill  in  explo- 
ring unknown  coafts  and  harbours,  fo  amply  manifefted  in  this  excurr 
fion,  creates  an.additional  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  prefent  under^ 
taking. 

The  convifls  brought  out  by  the  Hillfborough  being  moflly  reco- 
vered from  the  difeafe  and  weaknefs  with  which  they  landed,  fome 
additional  flrength  was  gained  to  the  public  gangs  ;  and  the  different 
works  in  hand  went  on  with  more  fpirit  than  they  had  done  for  fome 
time  part.  In  addition  to  the  battery  which,  under  the  diredion  of 
Lieutenant  Kent,  had  been  conftrudted  by  the  feamen  of  the  Supply 
on  the  eaft  point  of  the  cove,  the  work  on  Point  Malkelyne  had  been 
raifed  and  completed  with  embrafurcs.  Some  gims  were  placed  in  a 
commanding  fituation  above  the  wind-mill  on  the  weft  fide ;  and  a 
work  had  been  ereded  upon  Garden  Illand;  fo  that,  in  point,  of 
defence,  the  fettleraent  wore  a  refpeaable  appearance*  The  rtreather 
had  for  fome  time  been  moderate  and  temperate*      .        ' 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  Governor  fet  off  on  a  vifit  to  the 
wild  cattle.  Leaving  Parramatta  on  the  24th,  he  croffed  the  Nepean 
the  following  day,  but  much  further  to  the  northward  than  he  had 
done  before.  In  this  diredkion  he  and  his  party  traverfed  a  new  tradl 
of  country,  which  was  not  oaly  beautiful  to  the  eye  but  highly  cal- 
culated for  cultivation  and  pafturage. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Cow-pafture  Plains,  they  fdl  in  with  a  herd 
of  the  cattle,  about  tweinty  in  number,  and  fo  extremely  fierce;  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  dogs  which,  were  with  them,  they  would  pro- 
bably have  been  attacked.  ,  Some  natives^  who  had  accompanied  the 
Governor,  were  fo  alarmed,  that  they  availed  themfelve^  of  their  ex- 
pertnefs  in  climbing  trees,  and  left  their  friends  to  provide  for  tbeif 
own  fafety.how  they  could.  Thefe  dogs  having  been  hunted  at  the 
cattle,  much  againft  the  Governor's  wifti,  by  fome  of  the  party  (who 
did  it,  as  not  thinking  their  fituation  perfedly  fafe),  the  animals  were 
difmayed  at  the  nnufual  appearance  and  went  off  j    but  a  bull  calf, 

3  ^  ^  about 
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about  fix  weeks  old,  was  detained  by  the  dogs.  Him  the  Governor 
diredicd  to  be  let  inftantly  loofc  ;  but  here  a  ftrange  circumftance  oc- 
curred. There  were  three  horfes  with  the  party,  and  the  calf  would 
not  quit  them  ;  but  running  between  their  legs,  cried  out  for  the 
flock,  which,  from  his  bellowing,  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend 
would  return,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  party.  One  of  the  gentle-, 
men  was  therefore  obliged  to  flop  his  cries  by  (hooting  him  througb 
the  head  ;  and  the  whole  regaled  upon  veal,  a  rare  diOx  in  that 
country. 

On  quitting  the  Cow-pafture  Plains,  the  party  crofled  the  river 
again,  higher  up  than  they  had  formerly  done  ;  and  were  led  for 
about  four  miles  over  a  mountainous  country,  but  adapted  either  for 
tillage  or  pafture.  They  then  croflfed  a  fine  tra£l  of  level  land,  ricb 
in  the  mod  luxuriant  grafa,  and  uncommonly  well  watered^  chains  of 
ponds  being  found  every  two  or  three  miles. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  His  Majefly's  fliip  the  Reliance  £dled 
with  the  relief  of  the  military  on  duty  at  Norfolk  Ifland  ;  and  on  the 
following  daiy  the  ihip  Walker  arrived  from  England.  On  board  her 
came  Lieutenant^Cdlonel  Paterfon,  and  Captain  Abbot  of  the  He^ 
South  Wales  corps. 

Difpatcbes  were  at  this  time  received  ;  whereby  the  Governor  bdog 
directed  to  caufe  a  regifter  to  be  kept  of  all  (hips  emering  inwards^ 
isind  clearing  outwards  of  the  harbour,  be  appointed  Richard  Atkins, 
£fq«  to  that  fervice ;  and  it  became  an  article  in  the  port  orders  which 
were  delivered  to  the  maflers  of  (hips  upon  their  arrival,  that  they 
were  not  upon  any  accdunt  to  break  bulk,  or  attempt  to  land  any  ar-^ 
tide  whatever,  until  an  account  of  the  ihip,  her  commander,  and 
cargo  bad  been  laid  before  the  Governon  It  was  at  the  fame  time 
Signified,  that  no  boat,  or  any  perfon  whomibever,  except  the  pilot,. 
fuch  ofiker  as  might  be  fent  by  the  Governor,  and  the  perfon  a(v- 
pokited  to  fill  up  the  regifter,  fhoutd  ever  board  ftrange  fbips  enter* 
ing.  tbe  port,  until  the  above  informatton  had  been  regularly  and 

fully 
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fully  obtained.  It  was  conjeftured,  that  this  meafure  of  regiftering 
(hips  was  preparatory  to  the  eftabUfhment  of  duties  and  a  cuilom- 
houfe. 

By  the  Walker  four  Iron  twelve-pounders  were  received,  and  in* 
formation ^hat  copper  coin  to  the  amount  of  550I.  was  in  the  Por- 
poife,  whofe  arrival  might  be  daily  looked  for.  This  would  certainly 
have  been  a  mod  comfortable  accommodation  to  the  people  in  their 
various  dealings  with  each  other ;  as  it  might  have  been  marked,  to 
prevent  its  being  taken  out  of  the  colony.  If  it  fhould  ever  be  found 
convenient  by  Government  to  order  a  filver  coinage  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fettlement,  if  it  was  fixed  at  not  more  than  half  or  two  thirds  of  the 
intrinfic  value  of  what  it  might  pafs  for,  fo  as  to  render  the  lofs  coa- 
fiderable  to  any  one  attempting  to  carry  it  away,  it  would  be  felt  as  a 
eonfiderabie  advantage^  and  would  effedually  [Mrevent  the  forgeries  to 
which  a  paper  currency  is  liable. 

The  wheat  crops  in  this  month,  nearly  ready  for  the  reaper,  wore 
the  moft  promifing  appearaace ;  the  ftalks  every  where,  particularly 
at  the  Hawkelbury,  bending  beneath  the  weight  of  the  richeft  ears  of 
corn  ever  beheld  in  any  oountry.  But,  like  other  countries,  a  crop 
was  never  to  be  reckoned  in  this,  until  it  was  gathered  into  the  barn^ 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  tshere  fell  a  very  heavy  ftorm  of  raia 
and  hail  from  the  S.  £•  that  beat  ail  the  fruit  off  the  trees,  and  de- 
ilroyed  the  gardens  in  and  about  Sydney,  doing  much  damage  to  the 
wheats  particularly  at  the  Hawkefbury,  where  it  likewife  beat  dowa 
one  end  of  the  public  ftore.  This  deftrudive  weather,  having  fub* 
fided  for  a  day,  recommenced  and  continued  to  rage,  attended  with 
tiemendou^  peals  of  thunder  and  flafhes  of  lightning,  for  the  fpace  of 
five  days  without  intermiflion,  when  it  again  cleared  up ;  and  to  iiw 
creaie  the  vexation,  myriads  of  caterpillars  were  found  deflroying  the 
young  maize. 

That  it  might  be  exadly  known  what  was  the  produce  of  this  year's 
harveft,  proper  people  were  appointed,  by  order  of  the  Governor^ 

ta 
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to  vifit  each  diftriifb ;  and,  from  tlie  refpeaive  owners,  to  collet  an 
account  of  what  each  farm  had  produced. 

The  fctilcrs  being  difTatisfiod  with  a  reduftion  in  the  price  of  grain 
which  had  been  ordered,  prtfented  petitions  to  ihe  Governor,  in  which 
tliey  Rated  the  various  liardihips  that  for  a  confiJeraSlctime  paft  they 
had  laboured  under,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  induced  to  receive 
tlK  crops  of  the  prefent  fcafon  at  the  ufual  price.  Having  taken  their 
petitions  into  confideration,  he  dcfired  them  to  recolledl,  that  four  years 
fmce  he  had  given  them  notice,  that  the  high  price  of  grain  could 
not  be  continued  longer  than  that  feafon  ;  and  though  he  had  not  any 
doubt  of  their  having  fuftained  the  loflTes  which  they  reprefented,  and 
they  muft  be  fenfible  that  he  had  ufed  every  means  in  his  power  to 
remove  and  relieve  their  misfortunes ;  yet  his  duty  to  Government 
compelled  him  to  adhere  to  the  reduction  of  which  they  complained. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  could  not  avoid  obferving,  that  fome  of  thcfc 
misfortunes  had,  in  many  inftances,  proceeded  from  a  want  of  that 
attention  to  their  own  intereft,  which  every  man  poflfefling  common 
difcretion  would  have  (hewn  ;  many  of  them  having  parted  with  their 
laft  bufliel  for  the  gratification  of  the  moment,  thereby  reducing  their 
families  to  diftrefe. 

He  likewife  informed  them,  that  Government  had  a  ferious  inten- 
tion, as  early  as  the  public  concerns  of  the  nation  would  admit,  of 
adminiftering  every  poflible  relief,  by  fupplying  the  inhabitants,  at  a 
moderate  price,  with  fuch  neceflaries  and  comforts  as  they  might 
require. 

In  the  courfe  of  December  a  Spanifli  (hip  anchored  in  the  cove* 
She  was  a  prize  to  three  whalers,  who  had  taken  her  near  Cape  Co- 
rientcs,  on  the  coaft  of  Pera.  Her  cargo  confided  chiefly  of  bad  fpirits 
and  wine ;  which,  on  her  being  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize,  were 
removed  to  the  Supply,  and  an  order  was  given  out,  ftriSly  forbid- 
ding the  landing  of  any  fpirits,  wine,  or  even  malt  liquor,  until  a  re- 
gular permit  had  been  firft  obtained. 

6  At 
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At  length  the  commiffary  was  enabled  to  iflue  Tome  flop  clothing 
to  the  conviiis,  a  quantity  having  been  received  by  the  Walker;  but; 
unfortunately,  much  of  what  had  been  put  on  board  arrived  in  a  very 
damaged  Aate. 

The  court  of  criminal  judicature  was  aflemWed  on  the  i6th,  when 
a  convi6t  was  found  guilty  of  forgery,  and  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
but  as  this  had  been  determined  by  the  majority  of  one  voice  only, 
whereas  the  letters  patent  for  eftabliftiing  the  court  exprefsly  fay,  that 
five  of  the  members  are  to  concur  in  a  capital  cafe,  this  bufinefs  was, 
as  provided  by  the  patent,  to  be  referred  to  the  King  in  council.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  circumftance  will  but  feldom  occur ;  as  the 
©bjeft  of  it  muft,,  during  the  reference,,  remain  a  prifoner,  with  all  the 
miferable  fenfations  that  a  perfon  would  experience  under  fentence  of 
death*  The  time  that  he  muft  linger  in  this  unfortunate  Situation  could 
not  be  well  lefs  than  fifteen  or  eighteen  months ;.  and  admitting  that 
the  length^  of  it  might  deaden  the  acutenefs  of  hisfirft  fenfations,  and' 
diminiih  his  fears  as  to  the  event,  yet  how  would  the  horror  of  his 
fituatioa  be  aggravated^  fliould,  unhappily  for  him,  the  fentence  be 
at  laft  confirmed  by  the  royal  approbation  I 

This  month  faw  a  fecond  gaol  deftroyed  by  fire.     It  was  the  log- 
gaol  at  Parramatta*     The  prifoners  confined  in  it  were  with  difiiculty 
fiiatched  from  the  flames  :.  but  fo  miferably  fcorched^  that  one  of  them« 
expired  after  having  lingered  a  few  days.     No  doubt  remaining  of 
this  being  the  workof  villany,  a  large  reward  was  ofiered  for  the  de- 
tedlion  of  the  unfeeling  and  depraved  perpetrator  of  fo  truly  diabolicaL 
an  adl,  and^  which  had  been  a  fecond  time  committed  in  the  fame 
fettlement:    a  circumftance  that  even  ftaggeps  credulity..     What  in* 
tereft^  what  motive  could  impel  them  to  fo  wicked,   and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  ufelefs  a  proceeding  I  The  deftrucliba-  of  the  building,  they 
muft  conclude,    would   be  inftantly  followed*  by    the   eredion  of 
another,  at  which  they  themfelves  muft  labour  V    Could  it  be  for 
the  purpofe  of  throwing  obftacks  in  the  way  of  Government  ?  that 
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Government,  which  had  ever  been  mild  and  not  coercive }  which 
had  ever  ftood  forward  to  alleviate  their  miferies,  and  often  ex^ 
tended  the  arm  of  mercy,  when  their  crimes  called  aloud  for  that 
of  puniihment ;  and  yet  on  no  other  principle  can  it  be  accounted 
fon  May  the  annalift  whofe  bufinefs  it  may  be  to  record  in  future 
the  tranfadions  of  this  colony  find  a  pleafanter  field  to  travel  in, 
where  his  fteps  will  not  be  every  moment  befet  with  murderers,  rob* 
bers,  and  incendiaries ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XXIV. 

THE    SWALLOW    PACKET    ARRIVES,    ON    HER    WAY    TO     CHINA.— ARTICLBS 
SOLD. — THE  MINERVA   ARRIVES    FROM    IRELAND    WITH  CONVICTS  }    AND 

THE  FHYNNE  FROM  BENGAL. THREE  SETTLERS  TRIED  FOR  MURDERING 

TWO  NATIVtS.-r  A  SOLDIER  SHOOTS  HIMSELF.— A  WHALER,  WITH  A  SPA- 
NISH VESSEL,    HER   PRIZE,    ARRIVES. THE  HUNTER    FROM    CALCUTTA, 

AND  THE  FRIENDSHIP  WITH  IRISH  CONVICTS,  ARRIVE. — INUTILITY  OF 
SOME  OF  THESE  PRISONERS. — TAX  ON  SPIRITS  TO  COMPLETE  THE  GAOL. 
A  MOUNTAIN  EAGLE  SHOT.— FLOOD  OCCASIONED  BY  BAD  WEATHER.— 
CRIMINAL  COURT  HELD. — THE  SPEEDY  ARRIVES  FROM  ENGLAND,  WITH 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  KING. THE  BUFFALO  FROM  THE  CAPE.  —  RE- 
PORTS OF  SEDITIOUS  MEETINGS. — CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  IN- 
DIAN CONVICTS,  AND  PERSONS  AT  CALCUTTA  WISHING  TO  BECOME  SET- 
TLERS  IN  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.- FIVE  MEN  EXECUTED. — THE  BUFFALO  OR- 
DERED FOR  SEA.— CATTLE  PURCHASED.— SPIRITS  LANDED  AND  SEIZED. 
*— DEATH  OF  WILSON.— RUMOURS  OP  INSURRECTION  RENEWED. — VOLUN- 
TEER CORPS. — THE   GOVERNOR  QUITS  THE  SETTLEMENT.— LIVE   STOCK, 

&C. THE    BUFFALO    SAILS     FOR    ENGLAND  ;— TOUCHES   AT    NORFOLK 

ISLAND. — CONCLUSION  ;  WITH  VOCABULARIES  OF  THE  LANGUAGES  OF 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES  AND  NEW  ZEALAND. 

HP  HE  year  1800  commenced  with  the  arrival  of  the  Swallow,  Eaft- 
India  Packet,  on  her  voyage  to  China.  She  brought  informa- 
tion of  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel,  and  the  furrender 
of  the  forts  upon  the  Helder.  This  intelligence  was  announced  to 
the  fettlement  in  a  public  order,  and  by  a  difcharge  of  the  cannon  on 
the  batteries. 

In  addition  to  this  welcome  news,  (he  had  on  board  a  great  variety 
of  articles  for  fale,  which  were  intended  for  the  China  market ;  but 
the  mafter  found  it  worth  his  while  to  gratify  the  inhabitants,  par- 
ticularly the  females,  with  a  difplay  of  many  elegant  articles  of 
drefs  from  Bond-ftreet,  and  other  faChionable  repofitories  of  the 
metropolis.  After  remaining  three  weeks  (he  departed  for  China 
on  the  2 1  ft.     Previous  to  her  failing,  the  Minerva  tranfport  arrived 
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from  Ireland,  with  a  Very  different  cargo :.  inftead  of  elegancies  from 
Bond-ftreet,  (he  brought  162  male  and  26  female  convicts  from  the 
gaols  of  that  kingdom ;  all  of  whom  were  in  perfed  health,  their 
treatment  and  management  on  board  doing  the  higheft  credit  to  thofe 
who  were  concerned  in  the  care  of  them.  This  veffcl,  having  touched 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  had  brought  many  needful  articles  for  fale,  as  well 
from  that  port  as  from  England ;  but  the  prices  required  for  them 
were  fuch  as  to  drain  the  colony  of  every  (hilling  that  could  befcraped 
together. 

With  the  Minerva  came  the  Fhynne,  from  Bengal ;  which  had 
been  chartered  by  the  officers  of  the  colony,  through  the  means  of  an 
agent.  She  was  freighted  on  their  account  with  many  articles  ;.  among 
which,  as  more  labour  could  be  obtained  for  fpirits  than  for  any  other 
mode  of  payment,   fo  eflential  a  commodity  had  not  been  omitted*. 

The  criminal  court  about  this  time  was  called  upon  to  take  cogni- 
zance  of  the  murder  of  twa  native  boys.  The  bufioefs,  as  it  appeared 
upon  the  trial,  was  this : — The  natives  having,  fome  fliort  time  before^ 
murdered  two  men  who  poflefled  farms  at  the  Hawkeibury,  fome  of 
the  fettlers  in  that  diftrid  determined  to  revenge  their  death.  There 
were  at  this  time  three  native  boys  living  with  one  Powell,  a  fettler,, 
and  two  others  his  neighbours.  Thefe  unoffending  lads^they  feleded 
as  the  objeds  of  their  revenge.  Having  informed  them,  that  they 
thought  they  could  find  the  guns  belonging  to  the  white  men,  they 
were  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  and  in  a  fhort  time  brought  them  in. 
Powell  and  his  affociates  now  began  their  work  of  vengeance.  They 
drove  the  boys  into  a  barn  ;  where,  after  tying  their  hands  behind 
their  backs,  thefe  cowardly  mifcreants  repeatedly  ftabbed  them,  until 
two  of  them  fell  and  died  beneath  their  hands.  The  third,  making 
his  efcape,  jumped  into  the  river,  and,  although  in  fwimming  he 
could  only  make  ufe  of  his  feet,  yet  under  this  difadvantage,  and 
with  the  favage  murderers  of  his  companions  firing  at  him  repeatedly, 
he  adually  reached  the  oppofite  bank  alive,  and  foon  joined  his  own 
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The  Governor,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  this  circum fiance, 
immediately  fent  to  the  place,  where,  buried  in  a  garden,  the  bodies 
of  thefe  unfortunate  boys  were  found,  ftabbed  in  feveral  pUces,  with 
their  hands  tied,  as  has  been  defcribed.  Powell  and  his  companions 
in  this  horrid  adb  were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and,  a  court  being  con- 
vened, they  were  tried  for  the  murder;  when  the  court  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  that  they  were  "  guilty  of  killing  two  natives  ;'* 
but  inftead  of  their  receiving  a  fentence  of  death,  a  fpecial  reference 
was  made  to  his  Majefty's  minifter,  and  the  prifoners  were  admitted 
to  bail  by  the  court.  Thefe,  in  their  defence,  brought  forward  a 
croud  of  witnefles  to  prove  that  a  number  of  white  people  had  at  va- 
rious times  been  killed  by  the  natives  ;  but  could  thefe  people  have 
been  fufficiently  underftood,  proofs  would  not  have  been  wanting,  on 
their  fide,  of  the  wanton  and  barbarous  manner  in  which  many  of  them 
had  been  deftroyed. 

Entertaining  doubts  as  to  the  light  in  which  the  natives  were  to  be 
held,  the  court  applied  to  the  Governor  for  fuch  information  as  he 
could  furnifti  upon  this  fubjedl ;  and  he  accordingly  fent  them  the 
orders  which  from  tim?  to  time  had  been  given  refpedting  thefe  peo* 
pie,  and  a  copy  of  an  article  in  his  Majefty's  inftruftions  to  the  Go- 
vernor, which  in  ftrong  and  exprefs  terms  places  them  under  the  pro- 
'tedtion  of  the  Britifli  Government,  and  direds,  that  if  any  of  his,, 
fubjeds  (hould  wantonly  deftroy  them,  or  give  them  unneceflary  in^ 
terruption  in  the  exercife  of  their  feveral  occupations,  they  might  .^be 
brought  to  punifhment,  according  to  the  degree  and  nature  of  their 
offence. 

In  this  inflance,  however,  the  court  were  divided  in  theo-  fenti- 
mcnts  refpedting  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  fubmitted  the  whole 
bufinefs,  with  their  doubts,  to  hisMajefly's  minifies  As  they  could 
not  fee  their  way  diftiadly^  they  certainly  were  right  to  apply  for 
affiflance  ;  but,  as  it  was  impoffible  to  explain  to  the  natives,  or  caufe 
them  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  thefe  doubts,  it  was  to  be  expeded 
that  they  would  ill  brook  the  return  of  the  prifoners  to  their  farms 

3x2  and 


5^4 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONY      [January, 


and  occupations,  without  having  received  fome  punilhment ;  a  cir* 
cumftancc  wholly  inconfiftent  with  their  own  ideas,  and  entirely  at 
variance  with  their  cuftoms ;  and,  indeed  they  loudly  threatened  to 
burn  the  crops  as  foon  as  it  could  be  efFefted.  Fire,  in  the  hands  of  a 
body  of  irritated  and  hoftile  natives,  might,  with  but  little  trouble  to 
them,  ruin  the  profpedJ:  of  an  abundant  harveft ;  and  it  appeared  by 
the  threat,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  having  this  power  in  their 
hands  ;  it  was,  therefore,  certainly  very  eflential  to  the  comfort  and 
fecurity  of  the  fettlers  in  particular,  that  they  fhould  live  with  them 
upon  amicable  terms. 

The  fubjoined  View  reprefents   the  Natives  in   the  happy  and 
peaceable  exercife  of  their  accuflomed  Amufements. 
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There  not  being  at  this  time  more  than  five  months*  provifion  in 
the  ftore  at  full  allowance,  it  became  neceflary  to  iflue  only  two-tbirds 
of  the  weekly  ration. 

About  this  time  a  proof  was  given  of  the  power  of  the  female  fex, 
over  their  ideal  fuperiors.  A  quiet  welUdifpofed  young  man,  a  foldiet 
in  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  fell  a  vidtim  to  an  attachment  which  he 
had  formed  with  an  infamous  woman,  a  convidt,  who,  after  plunder- 
ing, deferted  him  for  another.  The  ill-fated  youth  unable  to  fupport 
what  he  termed  a  calamity,  placed  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  beneath  his 
chin,  and,  pulling  the  trigger  with  his  foot,  in  ooe  inllant  ruflied- 
into  eternity. 

On  the  13th,  the  Betfey  whaler  arrived  from  the  weft  coaft  of  Ame-^ 
rica,  with  350  barrels  of  oil.     At  the  fame  time  came  the   Hunter 
bark  from  Calcutta,  with  a  cargo  onfpeculation  ;  and  alfo  a  Spanifli^ 
brig  which  had  been  captured  by  the  whaler. 

On  the  F6th,  the  Friendftiip  tranfport  arrived  from  Itcland'with  cow- 
viGtsi  who  came  in  good  health;  notwithftanding  which,  they  were • 
not  calculated  to  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  fettlfement;  bur  little 
addition  being  gained  by  their  arrival  to  the  pjiblic  ftrength;     Several 
of  them  had  beeii  bred  up  in  the  habits  of  genteel  life,  or  taprofeflions^ 
in  which  they  were  unaccuftbmed  to  hard  labour:  fuch  muft  become 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  provifion  ftore ;  for,  notwithftanding  the  ab- 
horrence which  muft  have  been  felt  for  their  crimes,  yet  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  diveft  the  mind  of  the  common  feelings  of  humanity,fo  far 
as  to  fend  a  pbyfician,   the  once-refpedtable  (herifF  of  a  county,  a- 
Roman  catholic  prieftv  or  a  proteftant  clergyman  and  his  family,  to 
the  grubbing  hoe,  or  the  timber-carriage.     Among  the  lower  clafles 
were  many  old  men. 

Several  of  the  fettlers  declining  to  pay  any  thing  towards  the  build-^ 
ing  of  the  new  gaol,   a  tax  of  one  (hilling  per  gallon  on  whatever^ 
fpirits  each  individual  might  purchafe,  fixpence  on  wine,  and  three* 
pence  upon  porter  or  ftrong  beer,  was  impofedi  to  be  applied  to  the 
above  purpofe. 
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About  this  time  a  bird  was  taken  near  Broken  Bay,  of  a  fpedes 
never  feen  before  in  New  South  Wales.  It  was  a  large  Eagle,  which 
gave  proof  of  his  ftrength,  by  driving  his  talons  through  a  man's  foot, 
while  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  with  his  legs  tifed  together.  It 
flood  about  three  feet  in  height,  and  during  the  ten  daygthat  it  was  a 
prifoncr,  was  remarkable  for  refufing  to  be  fed  by  any  but  one  par- 
ticular perfon.  Among  the  natives  it  was  an  objefl:  of  wonder  and 
fear,  and  they  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  near  it.  They  af- 
ferted,  that  it  would  carry  off  a  middling-fized  kangooroo.  It  had 
been  intended  to  be  fent  to  England  ;  but  one  morning  it  was  found 
to  have  divided  the  ftrands  of  a  rope  with  which  it  was  faftened,  and 
efcaped.  A  Drawing  had  been  made  of  it  while  in  captivity,  of  which 
the  annexed  Engraving  is  a  copy. 

Accounts  of  a  moft  alarming  nature  were  received  toward  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  from  George's  river  and  the  Hawkefbury.  The 
weather  had,  unfortunately  for  the  maize,  now  ripe,  been  uncom- 
monly bad  for  three  weeks,  the  wind  blowing  a  heavy  gale,  accom- 
panied with  torrents  of  rain  that  very  foon  fwelled  the  river  Hawked 
bury,  and  the  creeks  in  George's  river,  beyond  their  banks  ;  laying 
all  the  adjacent  flat  country,  with  the  corn  on  it,  under  water.  Much 
damage,  of  courfe,  followed  the  defolation  which  this  ill-timed  flood 
fpread  over  the  cultivated  grounds ;  and,  although  fewer  than  could 
have  been  expeded,  fome  lives  were  loft. 

The  profpedl  of  an  abundant  maize  harvefl;  was  wholly  deftroyed ; 
,and  every  other  work  w^  fufpended,  to  prepare  the  ground  a  fecond 
time  that  feafon  for  wheat.  The  fettlement  was  yet  too  young  to  be 
able  to  endure  fuch  a  fucceflSon  of  ill-fortune  without  its  being  felt, 
in  fome  degree,  an  inconvenience  and  expence  to  the  mother  country. 
Had  the  fettlers  themfclves,  in  general,  been  of  a  more  induftrious 
turn,  they  would  have  been  better  prepared  for  fuch  accidents ;  and 
it  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that,  in  efl:ablifhing  them  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hawkefbury,  they  had  not  with  more  attention  cnnfidered  the 
manifeft  figns  of  the  floods  to  which  the  river  appeared  to  the  firfl; 
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difcoverera  to  be  liable,  and  ereded  their  dwellings  upon  the  higher 
grounds  ;  or  that  the  inundations  which  had  lately  happened  had  not 
occurred  at  an  earlier  period,  when  there  were  but  few  fettlers,  Thefe,. 
indeed,  had  been  fuch  as  formerly  no  one  had  any  conception  of, 
and  exceeded  in  horror  and  deftrudion  any  thing  that  could  have 
been  imagined* 

On  the  firft  of  April  a  criminal  court  fat;  when,  among  the  feve- 
ral  offenders  that  were  tried,  two  were  condemned  to  fuffer  death,  but 
pardoned  at  the  folicitatibn  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  New  South  Wales  ^ 
corps.    In  the  hope,  however,  of  impreffing  the  minds  of  thefe  cri- 
minals more  deeply,  they  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  intended  mercy,  ^ 
till  the  moment  when,  but  for  it,  they  would  have  been  hurried  into  - 
eternity.     On  the  pardon*  being  read,  one  of  the  men  appeared  much 
affeded ;  but  the  other  declared  that  he-fhould  never  be  better  pre- 
pared  to  die,  and  fcarcely  feemed  to  defire  a  prolongation  of  exiftence. 

On  the  r6th,  the  Speedy  whaler  arrived  from  England,  with  50  > 
female  convidls;  and,  what  were  much  more  welcome  and  profitable,  . 
832  cafks  of  fait  provifions^  which  enabled  the.  Governor  once  more  to  ^ 
iflue  a  full  ration.     In  this  fliip  came  Captain  Philip .  Gidley  King, 
the  Lieutenant- Governor  of  Norfolk  Ifland. .     / 

On  the  fame  day,  his  M^jefty's  (hip  the  Buffalo  returned  from  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope,  having  on.  board  85  cows,  and  20  breeding 
mares  for  the  fettlement.  This  voyage  was  performed  in  feven  months^ 
She  had  made  her  paffage  thither  in  three. 

Early  in  May,  the  Governor  having,  received  information  from  fe- 
veralofthe  officers,  that  they  had  good  grounds  for  fufpeding  that^ 
fome  of  the  convids  lately  arrived  from  Ireland  had  not  left  behind  . 
them  the  principles  which  occafioned  their  being  fent  from  that  king- 
dom, but  were  carrying  on  feditious  correfpondences,  and  holding  un- 
lawful meetings ;  in  order  to  difcover  whether  there  was  any  foun« 
dation  for  this  conjedure,  he  caufed  the  mofl  minute  inveftigation  to 
be  made ;  but  nothing  was  found  which  could  furniih  the  fmallefl  fufl 
picion  of  the  condud  imputed  to  them%. 

About 
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About  this  time  foine  propofitions  had  been  made,  and  a  cor- 
refpondence  entered  into  between  the  fecretary  of  the  Bengal  Go- 
vernment and  the  gentleman  who  had  been  employed  as  the  private 
agent  of  the  officers  of  the  fettlement,  refpeding  the  tranfportation 
of  Indian  convids  to  New  South  Wales.  As  this  was'  a  meafure^ 
though  open  to  no  objection  whatever,  which  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
adminiftration  before  it  could  be  adopted,  the  correfpondence  which 
had  pafled  on  this  occaiion  was  fent  home. 

It  was  propofed  by  the  Governor  of  Bengal,  to  visual  and  main- 
tain  their  convids  for  one  year  after  their  landing  ;  after  which, 
tliey  were  to  be  fupparted  by  the  fettlement.  As  fuch  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  people  might  be  very  ufefuHy  employed  there,  and  would 
be  far  more  manageable  than  the  convids  from  England  or  Ireland, 
it  was  hoped  that  the  plan  might  meet  the  approbation  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters.    - 

It  fhould  feem  that  fome  favourable  ideas  of  the  fettlement  had 
obtained  in  India ;  for  by  the  fame  conveyance  three  gentlemen  of 
refpeftability  addrefled  the  Governor,  ftating  to  him  their  defire  of 
embarking  their  families  and  property,  and  becoming  fettlers ;  but 
as  the  terms  they  propofed  would  have  been  attended  with  a  cond- 
derable  expence  to  the  crown,  the  Governor,  though  well  aware  of  the 
advantages  which  the  colony  would  derive  from  having  fuch  perfons 
refident  among  them,  found  himfelf  compelled  to  lay  their  propofals 
before  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  the  month  of  May  two  criminals  had  fuffered  death ;  and  June 
commenced  with  the  execution  of  three  more.  If  examples  of  this 
kind  could  ftrike  terror  into  the  minds  of  the  fpedators,  they  cer- 
tainly had  not  lately  been  without  thefe  falutary  though  dreadful  leflbns. 

Governor  Hunter  having  received  orders  to  fend  the  Buffalo  to 
England,  feveral  gentlemen,  who  had  obtained  permiflion  to  take 
their  paflage  in  her,  difpofed  of  their  live  ftock ;  by  which  a  very  con- 
fiderable  addition  was  made  to  that  belonging  to  the  crown. 

Early 
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Early  in  Auguft,  the  Albioa  whaler  ran  into  Broken  Bay,  to  com- 
plete her  wood  and  water.  She  had  on  board  600  barrels  of  oil  j 
but  had  not  been  able,  through  bad  weather,  to  fecure  more  than  a 
fourth  part  of  the  whales  which  they  had  killed.  They  had  feen  an 
immenfe  number  of  thefe  fifli. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  month  1016  gallons  of  fpirits,  be- 
ing attempted  to  be  landed  without  a  permit,  were  feized  by  the  cen- 
tinel  on  duty. 

Information  had  been  received  of  the  death  of  a  convi<9:  of  the 
name  of  Wilfon,  feveral  times  mentioned  in  the  preceding  narrative, 
and  who  was  better  known  by  that  given  him  by  the  natives,  erf 
Bun-bo-e.  This  young  man  had  preferred  the  life  of  a  vagabond, 
and  pafled  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  the  woods  with  the  favages, 
whom  he  was  fufpeftcd  of  inftrudling  in  thofe  points  wherein  they 
could  injure  the  fettlers  with  the  greateft  efFedl,  and  moft  fafety  to 
themfelves.  With  the  wood  natives  he  had  fufficient  influence  to 
perfuade  them  that  he  had  once  been  a  black  man  ;  and  pointed  out  a 
very  old  woman  as  his  mother,  who  was  weak  and  credulous  enough 
to  acknowledge  him  as  her  fon.  The  natives  who  inhabit  the  woods 
are  not,  by  any  means,  fo  acute  as  thofe  who  live  upon  the  fea-coaft. 
This  difference  may,  perhaps,  be  accounted  for  by  their  fequeftered 
manner  of  living,  fociety  contributing  much  to  the  exercife  of  the 
mental  faculties.  Wilfon  prefumed  upon  this  mental  inability;  and, 
having  impofed  himfelf  upon  them  as  their  countryman,  and  created 
a  fear  and  refpeft  for  his  fuperior  powers,  indulged  himfelf  in  taking 
liberties  with  their  females.  However  deficient  they  might  be  in 
reafoning  faculties,  he  found,  to  his  cofl:,  that  they  were  fufceptible  of 
wrongs ;  for,  having  appropriated,  againft  her  inclinations,  a  female 
to  his  own  exclufive  accommodation,  her  friends  took  an  opportunity, 
when  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  defend  himfelf,  to  drive  a  fpear 
through  his  body,  which  ended  his  career  for  that  time,  and  left  them 
to  expedt  his  return  at  fome  future  period  in  any  ihape  that  their 
fancies  might  form. 

3  Y  The 
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The  natives  of  the  coaft,  whenever  fpeaking  of  thofe  of  the  interior, 
conftantly  exprefled  themTelves  with  contempt  and  marks  of  difap- 
probation.  Their  language  was  unknown  to  each  other ;  and  there 
was  not  any  doubt  of  their  living  in  a  ftate  of  mutual  diftruft  and 
enmity.  Thofe  natives,  indeed,  who  frequented  the  town  of  Sydney, 
fpokc  to  and  of  thofe  who  were  not  fo  fortunate,  in  a  very  fuperior 
tone,  valuing  themfelves  upon  their  friendftiip  with  the  white  people, 
and  ereding  in  themfelves  an  exclufive  right  to  the  enjoyments  of  aU 
the  benefits  which  were  to  refult  from  that  friendftiip.  That  they 
fhould  prefer  the  fhelter  which  they  found  in  the  houfes  of  the  in- 
habitants, to,  the  miferable  protedion  from  weather  which  their  ill- 
conftrufted  huts  afforded,  or  even  to  that  which  they  could  meet  with 
under  a  rock,  will  be  allowed  to  have  been  natural  enough,  when  we 
prefent  the  reader  with  a  View  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  child,  ao* 
tually  fketched  on  the  fpot,  by  a  perfon  who  met  with  them  thus 
endeavouring  to  obtain  flielter  under  the  projedion  of  a  rock,  during 
a  heavy  ftorm  of  rain  and  wind. 
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September  commenced  with  a  renewal  of  the  alarm  refpeding  fe- 
ditious  confpiracies.  A  report  having  been  circulated,  that  the  pri- 
foners  lately  fentfrom  Ireland,  for  the  crime  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  Jate  rebellion  in  that  country,  had  formed  a  plan  for  poiTeffing 
themfelves  of  the  colony,  that  their  arms  (pikes  manufadured  fincc 
their  arrival)  were  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  their  manner  of  attack 
nearly  arranged ;  a  committee  of  officers  was  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  examine  all  fufpeded  perfons,  and  afcertain  whether  any 
fuch  murderous  defign  exifted.  In  the  courfe  of  their  inquiries,  the 
committee  faw  occafion  to  imprifon  Harold,  the  Roman  Catholic 
prieft.  This  man  confeffed  that  the  reports  were  founded  in  truth,  ^ 
and  engaged  to  difcover  where  the  weapons  were  concealed  ;  of  which, 
he  faid,  many  hundreds  had  been  fabricated.  In  his  confeflion  he 
implicated  feveral  of  his  countrymen,  who,  on  being  queftioncd  in 
their  turn,  accufed  feveral  others ;  and  the  committee  adjudged  them 
all  to  be  deferving  of  punifliment :  but  Harold  was  never  able  to  fulfil 
his  engagement  of  producing  the  weapons ;  and  after  much  prevarl* 
cation  and  trifling,  the  committee  were  perfedly  convinced  that  his 
fole  aim,  in  all  he'had  faid,  was  that  of  making  himfelf  of  confequence 
in  the  colony,  by  having  it  believed  that  he,  as  their  prieft,  could 
alone  have  influence  to  make  the  confpirators  fpeak  the  truth.  Harold 
had  before  applied  to  the  Governor  for  permiffiorl  to  officiate  as 
their  prieft  ;  and  if  well  af|e<5ed  to"" the  government,  of  which  there 
were  but  too  many  doubts,  he*  might  have'becn  of  much  ufe  to  the 
colony  in  that  capacity. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  alarms,  and  as  much  as  pofljble  to  do  away-, 
their  efFeds,  by  infcreafing  the  armed"  force  of  the  colony,  a  number 
of  the  moft  refpeftable  inhabitants  were  formed  into  two, volunteer 
aflfociations  of  fifty  men  each,  and  ftyled  the  Sydney  and  Parraitnatta 
Loyal  AflTociated 'Corps.  Each  was  commanded  by  a  captain,  with 
two  lieutenants ;  and  the  whole  were  fupplied  with  arms  and  am- 
munition. 

3  Y  2  -  The 
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The  Bufialo  being  now  ready  for  fea,  the  Governor,  who  bad  de* 
termined  to  return  in  that  fliip  to  England,  haying  arranged  various 
matters  relative  to  the  fettlement,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Norfolk  Ifland  being  on  the  fpot,  left  the  diredion  of  the  colony  in 
his  hands,  and  embarked  on  Sunday  the  28th,  having  previoufly  re- 
viewed the  New  South  Wales  corps ;  of  whom  his  Excellency  took 
leave  with  an  addrefs,  in  which  he  thanked  them  for  their  pad  laudable 
condudl,  and  exhorted  them  to  a  continuance  of  it. 

This  gentleman's  embarkation  was  attended  with  every  mark  of 
refped,  attachment,  and  regret.  The  road  to  the  wharf,  where  the 
Buffalo's  boat  was  in  waiting,  was  lined  on  each  fide  with  troops ; 
and  he  was  accompanied  thither  by  the  oflficers  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary departments,  with  a  numerous  concourfe  of  the  inhabitants; 
who  manifefted,  by  their  deportment,  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of 
the  regard  which  he  had  ever  paid  to  their  interefts,  and  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  his  government. 

The  following  was  the  ftate  of  the  live  flock,  and  ground  in  cul* 
tivation,  at  the  time  of  the  Governor's  departure :  viz. 


Live  Stock. 

Horfes 

.. 

. 

60 

Mares 

- 

- 

'43 

Bulls  and  oxen 

- 

- 

332 

Cows 

^          • 

- 

712 

Hogs 

- 

m 

4017 

Male  fheep 

- 

- 

2031 

Female  ditto 

- 

- 

4093 

Male  goats 

- 

m 

727 

Female  ditto 

- 

- 

HSS 

Land 
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Land  in  Cultivation. 

Acres  of  wheat         -       -         -         4665I 
Acres  of  maize          -       -         -          2930 
Acres  of  barley         -       -         -  82 

And  a  confiderable  quantity  of  garden-ground,  in  potatoes,  &c. 
and  vines* 

The  poverty  of  the  fettlcrs,  and  the  high  price  of  labour,  occafioned 
much  land  to  have  been  unemployed  in  that  year.  Many  of  the  in- 
ferior farmers  were  nearly  ruined  by  the  high  price  that  they  were 
obliged  to  give  for  fuch  neceflaries  as  they  required  from  thofe  who 
had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  monopolifing  every  article  brought  to 
the  fettlement  for  fale ;  a  habit,  of  which  it  w^as  found  impoflible  to 
get  the  better,  without  the  pofitive  and  immediate  interference  of  the 
government  at  home. 

Many  reprefentations  had  been  made  on  this  diftrefling  fubjc£t ;  and 
they  fcemed  in  fome  degree  to  have  been  attended  to,  as  in  feveral 
of  the  laft  arrivals  from  England,  certain  articles,  confiding  of  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry,  clothing,  and  (lores,  had  been  configncd  to  the 
Governor,  to  be  retailed  for  the  ufe  of  the  colonifts ;  and  it  was  un- 
derftood  that  this  fyftem,  fo  beneficial  to  the  fettlement,  w^as  to  be  pur- 
fued  in  future. 

The  Buffalo  failed  for  England  on  the  21ft  of  Odober,  and 
touched  at  Norfolk  Ifland.  This  fettlement  wore  a  moll  unpro- 
mifing  appearance.  All  the  buildings  were  in  a  ftate  of  rapid  decay, 
and  but  few  fymptoms  of  induftry  were  vifible.  Of  (lock,  only  a 
few  hogs  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  vegetables  were  to  be  procured. 
A  few  fields  of  wheat,  w^hich  were  ready  for  reaping,  looked  tolerably 
well ;  but  on  the  whole,  Norfolk  Ifland  by  no  means  promifed  to 
repay  the  expence  that  it  annually  coft  the  government. 

The 
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The  fubjoined  Engraving  is  from  a  Drawing  made  in  New 
South  Wales  of  one  of  the  birds,  termed  in  that  country,  the  Emu  ; 
three  of  which  were  brought  home  in  the  Buflfalo,  and  prefented  to 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks.  This  gentleman,  of  whofe  judgment  none  can 
entertain  a  doubt,  has  pronounced  them  to  come  nearer  to  what  is 
known  of  the  American  oftrich,  than  to  either  the  emu  of  India,  or 
the  oftrich  of  Africa. 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  documents  upon  which  the  foregoing  pages  have  been  formed 
extending  no  farther  than  to  the  departure  of  the  Bufiklofor  England, 
we  muft  here  quit  the  regular  detail  of  t.he  tranfaSions  of  the  colony, 
and  add  fuch  mifcellaneous  information  as  has  fince  came  to  hand.   : 

We  learn  from  thofe  who  have  converfed  on  the  concerns  of  the 
fettlement  with  Governor  Hunter,  fmce  his  return,  that  he  poflefles 
the  moft  minute  acquaintance  with  all  its  regulations,  whether  com^ 
mercial,  agricultural,  or  legal.  On  thofe  particular  fubjeds,  weunder- 
ftand,  he  had,  from  time  to  time,  afforded  the  moft  ample  informa^- 
tion  to  government ;  and,  as  he  is  now  upon  the  fpot,  we  hope  that 
he  may  be  able  to  fhew  the  advantages  which  this  diftant  colony  will 
derive  from  a  more  frequent  intercourfe  with  the  Mother  Country. 
It  muft  be  gratifying  to  all  who  may  be  in  any  way  acquainted  with 
the  fettlement,  and  are  not  ftrangers  to  the  misfortunes  under  which 
it.has  fometimes  fufFered,  to  find,  at  this  time,  in  government  a  de- 
termination to  (hew  it  a  greater  degree  of  attention  in  future,  than, 
from  unavoidable  circumftanccs,  it  could  formerly  obtain. 

Annexed  is  a  lift  of  the  public  works  undertaken  during  Governor 
Hunter's  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  fettlement.  "^ 

A  large  brick  building,  ereded  by  Governor  Phillip,  being  much 
decayed,  was  completely  repaired,  and  an  addition  of  60  feet  made 
to  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  converting  it  into  a  granary  for  the  reception 

of  wheat. 

^  A  ftrong 
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A  ftrong  wind-mill  tower  of  (lone  was  ereftcd  upon  the  hill  above 
the  town  of  Sydney.     The  mill  completed,  and  fet  to  work. 

An  entire  fuite  of  apartments  built  of  brick  at  Sydney,  between  the 
hofpitals  and  the  dwelling-houfe  of  the  principal  furgeon,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  two  affiftant-furgeons. 

A  ftrong  double-logged  gaol,  eighty  feet  long,  with  feparate 
cells  for  prifoners,  was  conftrufted  at  Sydney.  [This  building  was 
burnt.] 

A  fimilar  gaol  was  ereded  at  Parramatta,  and  paled  round  with  a 
ftrong  high  fence  ;  as  was  that  at  Sydney.  [This  was  alfo  deftroyed 
by  fire,] 

Two  granaries,  each  loo  feet  long,  were  ereded  at  the  Hawkefbury 
and  inclofed  with  paling. 

Thoroughly  repaired,  coated  with  lime  (manufadured  from  burnt 
fhells),  and  white-wafhed,  all  the  public  buildings,  to  preferve  them 
from  the  decay  to  which  they  were  rapidly  advancing. 

Completely  repaired  the  government  huts  for  the  reception  of  con- 
vidls,  moft  of  which  were  falling  down. 

A  barn  of  90  feet  in  length  was  built  at  Toongabbe,  in  which  nine 
pair  of  threftiers  could  work. 

Conftru£ted  eight  embrafures  to  the  battery  on  Point  Mafkclyne ; 
raifed  a  redoubt  with  eight  embrafures  on  the  eaft  point  of  the  Cove, 
and  mounted  them  with  cannon.  Two  guns  were  alfo  mounted  on 
the  high  part  of  Garden  Ifland. 

Made  good  the  public  roads,  repaired  them  at  various  times,  and 
threw  bridges  over  the  gallies. 

An  excellent  framed  bridge  was  built  over  Duck  River. 

At  Sydney  a  good  granary,  72  feet  in  length,  by  21  in  width, 
with  two  floors,  was  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  mill-houfe. 

Built  a  framed  and  weather-boarded  houfe  on  the  green  hills  at 
the  Hawkefbury,  for  the  refidencc  of  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
diftria. 

Ereded 
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Ereded  K  fecoad  iirong  wind-mill  tower  at  Sydney,  36  feet  in 
icight. 

A  weather-boarded  ftore-houfe,  with  two  wings,  was  built  at  Syd- 
ney ;  and,  on  the  burning  of  the  church,  was  converted  into  a  tem- 
porary place  of  worfliip. 

At  Parramatta  a  weather-boarded  granary,  140  feet  in  length,  was 
built. 

A  complete  fmith's  (hop,  for  forges,  was  ere&ed  at  Sydney* 

An  excellent  brick  granary,  100  feet  long  and  22  wide,  with  three 
floors,  was  built  at  Sydney  ;  to  which  an  addition  of  70  feet  in  length 
was  made  for  a  kiln  for  drying  the  grain. 

Built  a  range  of  barracks  at  Sydney  for  three  officers. 

£re£ted  a  handfome  church  at  Parramatta,  100  feet  in  length  and 
44  in  width,  with  a  room  20  feet  long,  rufed  on  ftone  pillars,  inr 
tended  for  a  veftry  or  council  room.     [See  the  Plate.] 

Began  the  foundation  of  a  church  at  Sydney.  Built  a  tower  fteeple 
at  the  fame  place  for  a  town-clock. 

Ereded  an  apartment  of  brick  in  the  yard  of  the  old  gaol  for  debtors^ 
containing  three  rooms. 

Paled  in  a  naval  yard  on  the  we£k  fide  of  the  Cove,  and  ere£ted 
witliin  it  a  joiner's  and  a  blackfraith's  ifaop, .  with  flieds  for  the  veflels 
while  repairing^  and  for  the  workmen ;  with  a  fteamer,  a  fioro^houfe, 
a  warder's  lodge,  and  an  apartment  for^the  clerk. 
.  A  Hone  houfe  ereded  for  the  mailer  boat-builder. 

Began  and  nearly  finiQied  a  handfome  ilone  gaol  at  Sydney ;  with 
feparace  apartments  for  debtors^  and  fix  fecure  cells  for  condemned 
felonijr  ,  . 

A  large  and  elegant  Govemment>*boufe  was  ereded  at  ^rramatta, 
the  firft  having  gone  to  decay. . 

A  neat  thatclied  hut  in  the  Government-garden  at  Parramatta,  for 
the  gardener. 

3  2  Built 
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Bttilt  a  new  difpenfary,  and  removed  the  paaoelled  hoTpital  to  a*, 
more  convenient  fituation,  raifmg  it  upon  a  ftohe  foundation^  At 
the  fame  tinae  was  ereded  a  new  hofpital  ftorc. 

Prepared  the  foundation  of  a  new  powder  magazine. 

Raifed  a  frame,  and  thatched  the  roof  of  an  open  barn  at  the  Ninety 
Acres,  and  laid  a  threfliing-floor. 

Fenced  and  furrounded  the  military  barracks  with  lofty  paling. 

Paled  in  a  cooperage  adjoining  the  provifion  ftore  at  Sydney.. 
Cieanfed  from  filth  the  public  tanks  al  the  fame  place,  and  furrounded! 
them  and  the  fpring-hcad  with  paling. 

Enlarged  the  dwellings  of  the  principal  furgeon,  the  fcnior  affiftaotu 
fiirgeon,  and  the  djeputy-funreyoc 

Built  a  military  hofpital  and  difpenfary  at  Sydney,  and  aa  officerV 
guardr*rooni  at  the  main  guard.. 

Sheds  for  the  boats  belonging  to  Govenimentwhea  hauled  omfhorei 

Repaired  a  houfe  for  a  fchooLat  Sydney. 

Eredted  houfes  within  the  precinds  of  the  hofpital  at  Sydney,  foi 
the  nurfes  and  attendants  while  on  duty* 

Completely  repaired  the  wet  provifion  ftbre  at  Plrramatta* 

Inclofed  feveial  fix)ck  yards  for  cattle,  and  repaired,  the  old  fhedl  at: 
the  vanous  fettlements.     In  Portland-place  diftriA,  the  timber  of  120 
acres  wi»  cut  down^  and  neatly  half  (that  of  50  acres)  burnt;  off ;  a 
imall  townlhip  marked  out,  and  a  few  huts  built^ 

Raifed  a  variety  of  inferior  buildings     Befidea  which^many  hands^ 
vrcTC  conftandy  employed  in  preferring  in  good  condition  the  various, 
buildings  belonging  to  the.  crown:    to  prevent  theie  from  going  to 
decay,  had  been  an  invariable  ohjcGb  of  Governor  Hunter's  attentiom 

Nothing  has.  beea  faid  iu;  this  account  cf  the  public  labour^  of  pre^ 
paring  the  government  ground  annually  for  feed,  and  cropping,  it,  os 
of  gathering  thie  harveft  when  ripe.  But  thefe  muft  be  taken  intone 
account,  as  well  as  threfhing  the  com  for  delivery,  and  unloading  the 
ftoce-lhips  on  their  arrival }  which  latter  work,  muft  always  be  com- 
pleted! 
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pleted  within  a  liimted  time,  purfuant  to  their  charters/  It  has  been 
faid  before,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  obtain  a  fair  day's  work  from  the^ 
•convicts  when  employed  for  the  public ;  the  weather  frequently  inter* 
fered  with  the  out-door  bufinefs.  and  occaHoned  much  to  be  done  a 
fecond  time.  Under  all  thefij  difadvantages,  and  with  a  turbulent, 
refradlory  body  of  prifoners,  we  are  warranted  in  faying,  on  thus  fum-^ 
ming  up  the  public  labour  during  thriaft  four  years,  that  more  could 
not  have  been  .performed  ;  and  that  it  is  rather  matter  of  wonder  that, 
fo  much  had  been  obtained  with  fuch  means. 


The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  Ihe  ground  granted  and  leafed  td 
individuals  by  the  different  perfons  who  were  thereto  authorifcd, 
from  the  22d  of  February  1792,  to  the  25th  of  September  i8oo. 


,.J- 

-i 

0 

1 

■  s 

X 

,a 

Diflrids  where  granted. 

> 
0 

^ 

13 

^1 

0 

0 

B 

At  Parramatta,         .           •            • 

460 

845 

100 

741 

2.14* 

.   AtToongabbe, 

4ao 

160 

4.734 

5.3«4' 

At  Sydney, 

•— 

349 

80 

40 

469 

At  the  Northern  Boundary  Fartni, 

370 

80 

Its 

ISO 

T5 

At  the  Ponds,             .             .         • 

660 

200 

20 

to 

960 

At  Profpea  Hm, 
At  the  Eaftcm  Farms, 

810 

275 

— 

835 

'i.9«o 

450 

.    170 

190 

780 

1,516 

2,326 

At  the  Field  of  Mars, 

.550 

90s 

1,4*0 

3.«75 

At  Mu^grave  Place,        •         . 

«,040. 

«*475 

6,feo; 

11,355 

At  Liberty  Plains,  ,           . 

— 

530 

lao  . 

830 

1.480 

At  Concord,            -            •            • 

•« 

710 

'3^5 

140 

«»i7J 

At  York  Place, 

— 

— 

50 

310 

360 

At  Bu-la  nam-ing. 
At  Peterfham  Hul, 

— . 

565 

30 

',516 

2,111 

— 

2*I4C 

410 

2,015 

4.565 

At  Hunter's  Hill, 

— 

hso 

•^ 

74 

9«4 

In  Port  Jackfon  Harbour, 

— 

39® 

140 

*95 

7*5 

At  Banks  Town, 

— 

— 

^ 

3.*47 

3,»47 

At  Dundas  Diftria,             .          .  . 

— 

*- 

— 

700 

700 

At  Norfolk  Ifland,         .         •        • 

49 

20^ 

— 

^.267 

3.5*1 

Total  granted  by  each 

3'389 

I  674 

4.965 

i«.65o 

♦7.678 

322 
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Dfftridt  where  leafed. 

.6* 

1 

2 

[     i 

i 

ii 

In  the  townfhip  of  Sydney, 

In  thetownfliipof  Parramatta,          •  ' 

111  the  townfhip  of  Tooogdbbe, 

/v  I  Mulgrave  Place, 

At  Norfolk  Idand 

.0 

n 

2 

43i 
47 

12 

■65 

10  i 
4.7 
30 

2(.S 

Total  leafed  by  each              |         30 

27 

^ 

397* 

45'>l 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unintcrefting  to  thofe  who  majr  wifli  for 
information  refpcfting  the  concerns  of  this  fettlement,  to  find  a  regif- 
tcr  of  the  Ihipping  which  had  vifited  New  South  Wales  from  various- 
parts  of  theglobc^  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1800;  whereby  it  will 
be  fcen,  that,  in  however  infignificant  or  contcmptiUe  a  point  of  view 
the  colony  may  in  general  have  been  held,  individuals  have  found  in- 
it  either  a  port  of  refrelhment  after  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  or 
an  advantageous  market  for  their  fpeculations*  The  arrivals,  will  be 
confined  to  the  harbour  of  Port  Jackfon ;  only  mentioning  in  this 
place,  that  of  the  two  (hips  Le  Bouflble  and  L^Aftrolabe,  at  Botany 
Bay»  in  January*  178&,  under  the  command  of  the  ever-to-be-regret- 
ted  and  uiifortunate  M.  de  la  PerouTe,  who  followed  in  the  path  of 
our  immortal  circutfinavigator.  Captain  Cook  (with  v?hofe  name  every 
writer  muft  be  proud  to  adorn  his  page),  and  who,  like  him,  has^ 
left  his  country^  indeed  the  whole  wodd,.  to  lament  his  lois^ 
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Names  of  Ships* 

Dare  of  Arrival. 

Whence. 

Cargo 

iJateofDepaitUff. 

Whither- 
bound. 

His  Majefty'sarmcd  7 
tendc,  Supply,     ) 

23th  Jan.  178S. 

England 

> 

^•i7th  April 
l     1793 

Batavtai 

H.  M.  fiiip  Siriui, 

26tl       , 

— 

" 

ift  oa.  1788 

r  C.  of  G. 

I  Hope. 

Alexander,  iranfporr. 

i6th     . 

_ 

Convids 

Scarborough) 

26tll       . 

^1^ 

Charlotte, 

26th     . 

_ 

Lady  Penrhyn, 

26th     . 

«_ 

Friend  .liip, 

iC^     . 



i< 

Prince  of  VValfs, 

itth     . 

_ 

__ 

Fifhhurn,  fto;e-(hip, 

26th     . 

,  , 

Provifions,  &c. 

Goldrn  Grove, 

J' til     . 





Borrowdale, 

26th     . 

.^ 

_ 

H.  M.  fliip  Sirius, 

6th  May  1789 

c  C.  of  G. 
i      Hope 

— 

c  Loft  at  Nor- 
Ifulklfland. 

Lady  Juliana,  tranf. 

3d  Jijue  1790 

Enaland 

Convids. 

... 

Xuftinian,  ft  re-fhfp, 

2Cth      . 

— 

Provjfion«,  Sec. 

Surp.  ife,  tranfport. 

:6th     . 

.... 

Convidd 

Neptune, 

28th     . 

-~m 

■Scarboro'  gH, 

28ih     . 

.-^ 

._ 

H.  M.  a.  t   Supply, 

19th  Sept. 

Batavia 

Proviiions 

Waakfamheyd,          ^ 
DuteK  ftore-lhip,      J 

17  th  Dec, 

— 

Mary  Ann,  tranfport, 
Matilda^ 

9tli  July  179,1 
ift  Auguft 

England 

Convia^ 

Atlantic,             , 

20th     . 

„^^ 

Salamander, 

2lft         . 

^^^^ 

"Wiiliam  and  Ann, 

28th    . 

... 

«... 

H.  M.  S.  GorgoD, 

21A  Sepr. 

— 

J  Stores,  pro^ 
(      vifions 

A6live,  tranfport. 

26th     • 

.^ 

Conviaa^ 

Queen, 
Albemarle, 

16th    . 

Ireland 

, 

13th  oa. 

England 

1  — 

Britannia, 

14th  Odt. 

England 

.... 

Admiral  Barrington, 

i6th    . 

... 

... 

Pitt, 

14th  Feb.  1792 

... 

__ 

• 

Atlantic,  ftore-fhip. 

zoth  June 

Bengal 

Provifion» 

Britannia, 

26!h  July 

England 

— 

14th  oa.  1792 

tC.  ofG. 
iHope. 

Royal  Admiral, 

7.hoa. 

— 

Convia^ 

Philadelphia,  brig,    ^ 
American,                 5 

:  ft  Nov. 

Philadelphia 

SpecuIatioiP 

Kitty,  tranfporr. 

18th    • 

England 

Conrias 

Hope,  American, 
Chefterfield,  whaler. 

Dec     . 

• 

Rhode  Mand 
C.  of  G.  Hope 

Specubtioft 
To  repair 
Conrias 
Spccttbioft 

Bellona.  tranfport. 
Shah  Hormuzcar, 
£1  Defcuvierta,  r  Spa. 
L'Atrevida,       J  Cor. 

15th  Jan.  1793 
24th  Feb. 

Enghnd. 

i2thMarch> 

ManiDsk. 

TordnOk 

•^  Tbefe  departures  are  noticed,  to  ihew  in  what  time  the  principal  paAgct  haw  beet  made  to  and  from  th*: 
different  ports  vtith  which  the  oolony  bad  intefcourfc,  by  comf^in^  tte  tine  of  HuliPS  with  the  fttafn. 

DflBdak^ 
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Namci  of  Ships. 


Ditc  of  ArrhraL 


Whence* 


Csifo. 


Date  of  Departnre. 


Whither 


Dzdalus,  flore-fliip» 

Britannia 

Boddingtonsy  tnulT* 
S  near -cane 
Fairy,  American^ 
William,  Hore-fhip, 
.Arthur, 

Dzdaliis,  (lorc*(hip9 
Jndifpcnfablc, 

Britannia 

Speedy, 

Halcyon »  American, 
Hope»  American, 
Fancy,  ^  -     - 

Refolution,  ftorc-ftiip. 
Salamander, 
Mercury,  American, 
Surprife,  tranrport, 
Experiment^ 

Britannia, 

Endeavour,  (lore- (hip, 

H.M.S.  Providence, 

H.  M.  S.  Reliance,  } 

H.  M.  S.  Supply,    J 

Young  William,  ft.  fh 

Sovereign, 

Arthur, 

Ceres,  ftore-Ihip, 

Experiment, 

Otter,  American, 

Marquis  Comwallii, 

tranfport, 
Abigail,  American, 
Affiftance, 
Sufan,  American, 
Indifpenfabli;,  tranf. 
Britannia,  ftore-fliip, 
Grand  Turk.  Ame- 
rican, 
Prince    of   Wales, 

ftore-ihip. 
Sylph 

Mercury,  American, 
H.  M.  S.  Supj>ly 
Britannia^  tranfport. 
Changes 
H.  M.  S.  Reliance, 


k.W.Ccwft 

America 


(of 


20th  April 

June 

7th  Auguft 

17  th  Sept. 

29th  Od. 

loth  March  1794  England 


C.  of  G.  Hope 
Ii  eland 


Bofton 


} 


loth 
3d  April 
'24  th  May 

I  ft  June 

8th 

1 4th 

5th  July 

9th 

loth  Sept. 

nth 

17th  oa. 
25th 

34th  Dec. 

4th  March  1795 

31ft  May 
26th  Auguft 

7th  September 

4th  Oaober 

jth  November 

I  ft  Jan.  1796 

Z3d 

24th 

24th 

nth  February 

February 

17  th  March 
9th  April 
.oth 
:  T  th  May 

23d  Auguft 

2d  November 

17th 

nth  Jan.  1797 

16th  May 

27th     . 

2d  June 

26th 


Bcnpral 


ProvifionSf  8cc 

C  Cattle,  &c* 
<  private  pro 
I  perty 
Convifts 

Torefrefli 
Provi  lions 
Speculation 


ift  July  1793 
8th  Sept. 


(Nootka 
\  Sound. 

Bengal. 


!N ,  W.  America  Trovifions 
.England 

jDatavia 

■England 
[Rhode  Ifland 

Bombay 
England 


Rhode  Ifland 

England 

Bengal 

C.  of  &  Hope 

Bombay 
England 

England 


Speculation 
Pr^viiions 


Convids 
Speculation 
Stock  for 
the  officers 
Cattle 

Stores 


Bengal 
England 
Bengal 
Bofton 

Ireland  * 

Rhode  Ifland 
Duflcy  Bay 
Rhode  Ifland 
England 
alcutta' 

Bofton 
England 

ManilU 

C.ofG.  Hope  Cattle 

Irelji^d  Provifions 

C.  ofG.  Hope  ,  ttic 


Speculation 
Provifions 
Speculation 
To  refrefli 

ConviAs 

Speculation 

Speculation 

Convidis 

Provifions 

Speculation 


Tor«fit 


ift  Sept. 


1 8th  June  1795 


I  29th  Sept.  1796 
[20th 


Condemned 


It  C.  of  a 

I  i  Hope. 


India. 


CCofO. 
iHope. 


Dqitfori 
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Names  of  Ships. 


D^ptfordf. 

Nautilus, 

BarwcU,  traniporty 

Hunter, 

Corn\xral]^  whaler* 

Eliza, 

Argo,    American     1 

fchooncr,  j 

Sally,  whaler, 
BNtannLi,  transport, 
Pomona,  whaler, 
-  Diana, . 
Semiramisf  American 
Marqufs  Comwallis,  1 

ftore-Hiipy  J 

IndiTpenfable,  whaler 
Rebecca^  American. 
Noftra   Senora  de    ) 

Bethlehem-,  prize, ) 

H;  M.  S.  Bufialo, 

Albion  ftore-flfiV 
HiUiborough,  tranf. 
Refburce,  Ameriom, 
Walker,  Acre  fliiB^ 
£1  Plumier,  prize* 
Swallow,  packet, 
Minenra,  tranfport* 
Fhynne,  BaniflLCO- 1 
lours-.  I 


Dure  of  Arrival    ^         Whence. 


20th  September 

f4thMk7  1798 

i€th 

roth  June 

:dlriy 

;th 

7th 

8th  JuTy 

i8th 

20th  Auguft 

30th 

iftOdober 

27th 

27th 

5  th  Mlardi  1799 

24th.  April 

29th  Ja«c  • 
2bth  July 
6th  September 
3d  November 
2d  December 
3djaiu  i8qo 
nth 

nth  Eel).  1800 


Betfey,  whaler,        < 

Friendfliip,  tranfport, 
Sptedy,  tranfport} 
H.  M.  S.  Bufialor 
Belle  Sauvage,  Ame- 
*  rican. 


ladras 
Otaheite 

1  gland 
liengal 
C.  of  G.Hope 


Cargo. 


Mauritius 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

England 

C.  of  G.Hope 

Rhode  Ifland 
C.  of  G.Hope 


Speculation 

To  refit 
Con  vizis' 
To  refit 


lath: 

16th 

15th  April 
15th 

Jythlui 


June 


Cape  Blanco 

C.  of  G.  Hope 
England 

Rhode  Ifland 
England 
Cape  Corientes 
Engbnd 
Ire&nd 

Bengal  * 

W.  Coaft  o 

America 
Ireland 
England 
C.  of  G.Hope 

Rhode  Ifland 


Speculation 
Miflionariea 
Convi^ 
Speculation 
i  o  refit 


Cattle 

To  refit 
Speculation 

Vanious  articles 

Cattle 

Provifiona 
Convid^ 
To  refit 
i'roYifions 
Variousarticles 
To  refit 
Convids ' 

Specubtion 
To  refit     . 

CoUYlfls 

Cattle. 
To  refit 


Dace  of  Departure 


Whithec" 
bo and. 


15th  Sept;  1799 


fCofGi. 

iHope.. 


Of  thefe  ffiips  37 failed  from  England  with  €onvidft^,maIe  and! 
fbmale,,  for  the  fettlemenc^  having;  about  5000  perfons  of  that  de« 
fcription  on  board,  oT which  fomething  more  (15}^  than  one«£fiIi) 
were.female8».  T 

'0 


lit. 
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♦ 

It  appears,  that  the  voyage  from  England  of  the  LadyNelfon,  a  brig 
of  only  60  tons  burthen,  buih  on  Captain  Schank^s  conftru^on  *with 
ihree  Aiding  keels,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Grant,  was  efieded 
without  her  meeting  with  any  material  accident.  Her  commander 
was  fo  perfedly  acquainted  with  her  good  qualities,  that  he  ventured 
to  make  the  land  of  New  Holland,  in  latitude  38*  001'  fouth^  coaft- 
in^  for  fome  diftance  toward  the  eadward,  and  failing  through  Bafs 
Strait,  in  his  way  up  to  Port  Jackfon,  which  he  reached  in  December 
1801. 

By  means  of  a  few  fuch  veflels  as  the  Lady  Nelfon,  well  com- 
manded, and  furni£hed  vith  inftruments  requifite  for  carrying  on  a 
maritime  furvey,  the  neceflary  knowledge  of  the  coaft  of  that  ex- 
tenfive  country  would  foon  be  obtained.  Large  veflels  are  not  wanted 
for  fuch  a  furvey,  nor  indeed  are  they  fit  for  the  purpofe.  A  depofit 
of  the  ftores  neceflary  for  this  fervice  could  be  made  at  the  principal 
fettlement,  where  fuch  veflels,  whenever  requiAte,  might  refit  or 
repair*  Large  fliips  are  proper  to  be  employed  only  when  they  are 
to  furvey  an  unknown  coaft,  where  fupplies  are  not  to  be  had  j  this 
rendering  it  expedient  that  they  fliould  be  fufficiently  capacious  to 
carry  a  confiderable  ftock  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  all  their  purpofes. 
The  fmall  vefl!el,  if  caught  upon  a  lee  fliore,  and  unable  to  work  off^ 
has  a  chance  of  finding  fecurity  for  anchorage  where  a  large  fliip 
cannot ;  and  if  no  fuch  fhelter  offer,  flie  has  in  her  favour  a  greater 
probability  of  faving  her  crew  by  running  on  fliore  ;"the  light  draught 
of  water  admitting  her  to  approach  the  land  much  nearer  than  could 
the  large  vefl^eL 


Accounts  received  at  Lord  Hobart's  cfiicc,  from  New  South  Wales, 

dated  Auguft  1801,  ftated,  that,  independent  of  the  wild  herd,  the 

flock  of  cattle  in  that  country  was  very  confiderable.     The  wild  herd 

was  grown  very  furious  ;  and,  having  got  among  the  mountains  to 

the 
6 
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the  weftward,  reDdered  any  attempts  to  take  them  dangerous  and 
ufflefs. 

It  likewife  appeared^  tbat  the  firft  effort  had  been  tried  towards 
making  the  natural  produce  of  the  country  contribute  to  its  wants^  by 
exchanging  45  tons  of  coal,  with  the  mafter  of  a  (hip  (the  Cbrnwaltis), 
for  a  quantity  of  nails  and  iroa» 

That  neceflary  inftitution,  the  Orphan  fchoot,  had  been  carried  into 
efftCt ;  and  a  houfe  which  had  been  purchafed  for  th«  reception  of 
the  children  was  occupied  by  thenu 

Every  encouragement  was  given  to  promote  the  growth  of  wool 
fit  for  the  purpofe  of  manufacturing ;  and  three  hundred  and  Hx  yards 
of  blanketing  had  been  made  from  what  had  been  produced  in  the  year 
preceding  the  date  of  the  difpatches.  In  five  months  four  hiudred 
and  feventy-two  yards  of  flax  had  been  manufadlured  into  linen. 

A  quantity  of  copper  coin  had  been  received  and  iflued. 

Several  (hips  had  arrived  from  India^  England,  and  America ;  mod 
of  which  had  brought,  upon  fpeculation,  cargoes  confifting  of  wine, 
fpirits,  tobacco,  teas,  fugar,  hardware,  apparel,  &c.  Sec. ;  the  fale  of 
which  was,  with  the  Governor's  approbation,  advertifed  by  the  com* 
mifTary  ;  and  they  were  publicly  fold  to  all  defcriptions  of  people* 

On  the  30th  of  June  i8oij  there  were  in  the  fettlement,  5547 
perfons  of  all  defcriptions  ;  of  whom  776  were  children*  At  Norfolk 
Ifland,  the  whole  number  of  perfons  was  961,  making  a  total  of  6508 
perfons  under  the  authority  of  the  Governon 

At  the  latter  Ifland  a  good  landing-place  had  b«en  dilcovered  for 
boats  and  fmall  craft. 

The  following  was  the  ftate  of  the  live  ftock,  and  ground  in  cuU 
tivation,  in  New  South  Wales. 

Live  J&ci  belonging  ta  individuaU^  in  June  iZou 
Sheep^  -i  •  »  6269 

Cattle,         »  •         »  «       ^5^ 

HorfeSi  -         »  4  311 

4  ^  GoatSi 
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Goatei        •  ^  -        -       IZS9 

Hogs,  -  .  .  4766 

Belonging  to  Oovernm^nty  in  Auguft  i8or* 
Sheep,  •  -  -  488 

Cattle,         -         -  -  •931 

Horfea,  -  -  -  32 

Ground  in  cultivation. 

Acres  of  Wheat.  Acres  of  Maize* 

Government  467  300 

Individuals  4857}  3564 


Total         5324J  3864 

A  (lack,  containing  1000  bufliels  of  grain,  the  property  of  an  in- 
dividual,  had  been  unfortunately  deftroyed  by  fire. 

The  Hawkefbury  had  again  inundated  the  adjacent  country;  and 
many  of  the  fettlers,  virho  had  farms  on  the  banks,  had  in  defpair 
totally  abandoned  them. 


Lieutenant  Grant,  before  mentioned,  left  Port  Jackfon  on  his 
return  to  England,  in  November  1801.  TTie  crops  were  then  lux- 
uriant,  and  beginning  to  be  cut  down. 

Governor  King  had  opened  a  communication  with  Otaheite  for  the 
purpofc  of  fupplying  the  colony  with  pork,  in  which  he  had  been 
Angularly  fuccefsful ;  his  Majefty's  armed  (hip  Porpoife  having  made 
one  trip,  and  the  Norfolk  brig  having  failed  on  the  fame  employ  pre- 
vious to  Mr.  Grant^s  leaving  Sydhty. 

The  moft  friendly  underftanding  exifted  between  the  natives  of 
Otaheite  »nd  th^  fettlement  of  New  Sfluth  Wales.  The  Utter  country 
was  no  longer  in  want  oCa  ftaple  commodity  ;  the  article  of  coals,  of 
an  excellent  kiod,  being  found  in  abundance  in  Hunter's  River,  to- 
gether with  plf  Qtj  of  woc^,  well  x^ualifio^d  for  the  UMiflipg  of  ihipping. 

I  .  Mr. 
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^  Mn  GrWnt  made  his  paiTage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  round 
Cape  Horn,  in  the  brig  Anna  Jofepha,  loaded  with  fpars  for  mafts,  and 
€oals  ;  which  latter  fold  immediately  at  the  Cape  at  36  rix  dollars  per 
ton  (nearly  61.  fterling).  The  above  vcflers  top-mafts,  top-gallan£ 
mails,  and  yards^were  of  the  wood  cut  in  Hunter's  River,  and  an- 
fwered  remarkably  well.  Mr.  Grant  had  thus  an  opportunity  o^ 
being  an  eye-witnefs  of  its  quality,  which  was  more  particularly 
proved  from  the  very  heavy  weather  always  met  with  in  thofe Teas. 
Some  fpecimens  of  this  wood  he  brought  with  him. 

Governor  King  had  formed  a  fmall  fettlement  at  Hunter's  River, 
for  the  purpofe  of  working  the  coal,  which  is  of  the  fame  nature 
with  that  of  NewcafHe. 

Mr.  Grant  entered  this  river  in  the  Lady  Nelfon,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  furvey  of  it.  He  penetrated  in  his  boats  nearly  70  miles  up  the 
fame,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterfon,  without  being 
able,  at  that  time,  to  difcover  its  fource.  A  wood  refembling  fuftick 
had  been  found. 

Mr.  Grant,  in  his  paflage  from  England  to  Port  Jackfon,  iil  the 
Lady  Nelfon,  before  obferved,  pafled  through  Bafs  Stfait ;  into 
which,  by  order  of  Governor  King,  he  returned  after  his  arrival,  and 
obtained  the  fuirvey  of  the  coaft  from  Wilfon's  Promontory  to  Weflrern 
Port,  with  the  furvey  of  that  harl\our,  which  is  well  fheltered,  and 
capable  of  containing  many  fail  of  !Qiipping;  There  is  abundance  of 
wood  eafily  to  be  got,  and  plenty  of  water ;  though  the  latter  is  rathef^ 
difficult  to  be  procured  on  account  of  the  dijftance,  and  from  feveral 
iboals  lying,  in  the  way,  vfhich.  render  it  neceffary  to  take  advantage 
of  tide.  Mr.  Grant  give^^a  very  favourable  report  of  t&atpart  d[xh€ 
country.  The  diiSTcr^nt^  furvey^.  obtained  in  the  Lady  Nelfon,  were 
executed  by  JEnfign  Barreilian,;  of  the  New  South  Wsdes  corps,  who 
accompanied  him  for  that  purpolc* 
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The  following  was  the^ftabliihment  of  civil  officers  ia  New  Sooth 
Wales  in  June  1 802. 


Philip  Gedlcy  King,  Efq, 
Lieut,  Col.  Win.  Paterfoa 
Capt.  Nicl  Mackellar 
Mr.  Wm.  Neate  Chapman 
Mr.  David  D«  Mann 
John  Palmer,  Efq. 
Mr.  W.  N.  Chapman 
Mr.  John  Bennett 
Mr.  James  Wilfhire 
Richard  Atkins,  Efq. 
Mr.  Michael  Robinfon     - 
John  Harris,  Efq. 
Lieut.  Col.  Paterfon 
Richard  Atkins,  Efq. 
Aug.  Alt,  Efq.  (invalided) 
Charles  Grimes,  Efq. 
Rev.  Sam.  Marfden  , 
Mr.  James  Thomfon 
Mr.  D'Arcy  Wentworth  ^ 
Mr.  James  Milcham      '• 
Mr*  Martin  Mafon 
Mr.  Thomas  Moore 
Thomas  Smyth,  Efq. 

Mr.  Midiael  Robinfon  ^ 


Govemor  in  Chief 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Aid  de  Camp  to  the  Govemor 

Secretary  to  ditto 

Chief  Clerk  to  ditto 

Commiflary 

Deputy  ditto 

1  Chief  Clerks  to  ditto 

Judge  Advocate 

Chief  Clerk  to  ditto 

•Naval  Officer 

Judge  of  the  Vice-Adm.  Court 

Regiftrar  of  ditto 

Surveyor  General 

Aiding  Deputy  ditto 

Ading  Chaplain 

Ading  Principal  Surgeon 


;i 


Ailiftant  Surgeons 


Ditto 


Daniel  M^Koy 
John  Jenmngs 


Mafter  of  the  Dock-yard 
Provoft  Mar{hall 
r  Clerk  in  Court,  and  Regiftrar  for 
I    '  the  County 
Clerk  of  the  Appeals 
(Vacant)        Chief  Conftabte  at  Sydney . 
Gaoler  at  Sydney 
r  Chief   Conftable   at  Farramatta, 
m     <      vice  George  Barringtcm,  inva- 
i     Uded 

Andrew 
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Andrew  Thompfon        •       -        Chief  Conftable  at  Hawkefbury 
John  Thompfon  •  •         Wharfinger  at  Sydney 

John  Archer        -         *         *     1  Summoning   Bailiffs    under    tho* 
-        -       -       (Vacant)      j      Provoft  Marfhal 
4  Storekeepers--^ — 6  Superintendants^ 


We  here  annex  an  ^official  return  of  the  inhabitants  and  live  dock 
in  the  colony,  dated  May  i,  1803. 

Total  number  of  men,  women,  and  children,  7097;  of  whom 
2904.  were  vidualled  from  the  public  ftores ;  the  reft  found  pro* 
vifion  for  themfelves. 

Government  Stock. 


Bulls,        -        -          - 

- 

14 

Cows,        -        -        - 

- 

674 

Bull  calves. 

• 

489 

G>w  calves. 

«• 

454 

Oxen,        -        .         - 

* 

92 

Horfes,        -        -         - 

- 

39 

Rams  and  vrether  iheep. 

- 

38» 

Evires,         ,        -        - 

- 

671 

Private  Stock 

• 

Oxen  and  bulls. 

• 

219 

Cows,    .    - 

- 

354 

Rams  and  wether  (heep. 

- 

337a 

Ewes,        -        -         - 

• 

5734 

Horfes,        ... 

- 

305 

Goats 
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Goats  (male),         •        -        -  4x3 

Ditto  (female),      •         •        •  p6a 

Boars  and  barrow  pigs,           -  2993 

Sows,          •        -          ...  3285 

N.  B.  The  wild  cattle  are  not  included  in  either  of  thefe  ftatements  j; 
they  amounted  to  above  1000. 

The  RoUa  tranfport  arrived  at  Port  Jackfon  on  the  12th  of  May^ 
1803,  with  about  300  convicts. 
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SPECIMEN  OF  THE  LANGUAGE  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Names  chiefly  ofObjeas  ofSenfe 

New  South  Wales. 

Co  ing, 
Yen-na-dah, 
Bir-rong, 
Mo-loo -mo-long, 
War-re^wull, 
Ca  Ta  go-fo, 
Boo-do  en- 
ong 


Englijh. 

Thefun. 

The  mooHu 

AJiar* 

The  Pleiades. 

The  Milky  Way. 

A  cloud. 


general  name     j 
Cal-gaMe  on,7 

the  greater  J    5 
Gnar-rang  aU  ^ 
le-on,  >  , 

theleffer^        j  , 
Tu-ru-ga, 
Co  ing-bi-boba, 
Bour-ra, 
Co  ing  bur-rc- 

goo -lab, 
Gnoowing, 
Car-mar-roo, 
Tar-re-ber-TC, 
Gwe  yong, 
Cad-je^, 
Gil-le, 
Per-mul, 
Ta-go-ra,^ 
Yoo-roo-ga, 
Men- nie- mo -long, 
l^an  na,  aaa  Wal- 

lan, 
Ba«do, 


The  Magellanic 
clouds. 


A  Jiar  falling. 

SunrUing* 

Thefiy. 

"^kV    Sun  Jetting. 

Night. 

I    Day. 

Fire.. 

Smoke. 

A/park. 

Earths 

Cold. 

Heat. 

Dew. 

Rain. 

Water. 


New  South  Wales. 

Chi  a-ra. 

Car  rig-er-rang, 

Go-nie, 

Now-ey, 

Beng  ai  !e. 

Car  rah  jun, 

Gnammui, 

Bur  ri, 

Ke-ba, 

Bwo-mar, 

Bow*wan, 

Ma-hn, 

Wir-roong, 

Cong-ar  ray, 

Jee-run, 

Can  ning, 

Me-diong, 

Ya  goo-na» 

Ba-ra*ne, 

Par-ry  boo-go, 

MuMin-ow-od, 

Jen  ni  be, 

Boo  roo- wing, 

Gno-rang, 

E-rang, 

Boo-do, 

Mi-yal§, 
Ar  rung-a, 


Englijb. 

Name. 

Thefea. 

A  hut. 

A  canoe. 

A  hajket. 

Afijhing-line. 

AJinker  *. 

A  hook. 

AJlone  or  rock. 

A  grave. 

Ajhadow. 

Aghoji. 

Scars  on  tbeback. 

Do.onthehreafi. 

A  coward. 

A  cave. 

Afore  \. 

7a  day. 

TeJ     ' 


o*morrow. 
bi  the  morning. 
Laughter. 
An  tjiand  %. 
A  place. 
A  valley. 

C  A  torch  made 

\  pf  reeds. 
AJiranger. 
A  calm.  . 


*  A  ftnall  ftoDC  to  fink  th«  ttne. 

f  On  noticing  x  hole  in  any  part  of  our  dreft 
they  term  it  Me^iong. 

±  This  word  they  applied  to  our  ihipt. 

$  TbU  word  has  reference  to  fight ;  Mi»  ^ 
eye.  , 

Moo«roo-bln, 
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New  South  Wales. 

Moo  roo- billy 

Ew-ing, 
Ca-bahiiy 

Yab-bun, 

Yoo  long,       or    r 
Yoo  lahng,       \ 


Engfifl). 

WmanU  milk. 

Truth. 

jineis 
\  injlrumental 
\    muftc. 

Cleared  ground 
for  public  cere- 
monies. 


Adjefliyes. 


Bood-jerre^ 
W^c-rc,    • 
Mur-ray» 
Guar  rangy 
Coorrarrey 
Too-mur-roy 

Go-jay  by, 
Binnieey 
Par-ratber-ri, 
Borucky 
Pe-mul  giaey 

Bar-gat, 

Badidy 

Moo -by 

BoQ-rowty 

Cadiy 

Bar.bug.gi, 

War*raQg-iy 

Doo-room4y 

Croo-lar  ra, 

Yu^ro-ra, 

Wo-gul,  and  Wo^ 

Yoo  blow-rcy  and 

Boo-la, 
Brcw-y, 
Murray,  too- lOy 
Cnal-le-ay 


\ 


Good. 

Bad. 
Great. 

Small. 
Long.. 
Short. 

Rotten. 


Pregnant. 
Empty. 
Full. 
Dirty. 

<  Afraid. 

i  Frightened. 
III. 
Sid. 

jfhow  or  upward. 
Below  er  under. 
Loft. 

Right.       . 
Left. 
Angry. 
Pinnate. 
-culy  One. 

?     Tw^ 

Three. 

A  great  many. 

Both. 


New  South  Wales. 
Moo  jely 
Ta  bo-a, 
Gna  na, 
Bool-ga  ga, 
Moo  ton  orcy 
Yu-roo,  and  Yu-? 
roo  gur-ray       3 
Mo  rem  me, 
Beally 
Mar  rcy. 


Englijh. 
Red. 
White. 
Black. 
Green. 
Lame. 

Hungrf. 

res. 
No. 
Wet. 


Parts  tf  the  Human  Body. 


Ca-ber-ray 
Gnul-loy 
Miy 

Yin-ncr-ryy 
No-groy  or.No- 

gur  roy 
Kar-giy 
WiMingy 
Da-ray 
Tal  langy 
WaMoy 
Go-rayy 
Cad  k-ary 
Cad-le  angy 
Na  bungy 
Yar-ruiy 
De-war-niy 
Bar-rongy 
Go*rook, 
Dar-ray   . 
Ma-no-e» 


} 


Head. 
Forehead. 
Eye. 
Eye-brew. 

Nofe. 

Mouth. 

Lips. 

Teeth. 


\ 


Chin. 
Ear. 

Neck. 

Breqfi  or  Nhple. 

Beard% 

Hair\. 

Belly. 

Knee. 

Leg. 

Foot. 


*  Tbtt  thcf  often  fingCy  aii4  deioiiK  it  u  a 
paiofv4  opcralioD. 

t  This  it  eommonlr  Mi  of  wradoy  which  I 
have  iccB  Ihcn  caty  aa4  cbaqge  from  ooc  UA  to 


Tam^mir-ray 
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New  South  Wales. 
Tam-mir  ra, 
Berril  le, 
Gar-ruDg*un, 
Bib.be, 
Ba-rongle, 
Pa-di-el, 
Bog'gay,  or  Pog 

Tar-rang, 
O-nur, 

Wy-o- man-no, 
Darra-gaMie, 
Ba-roo-gal  lie, 
Wcl  leng-aUie^ 


Englijh. 
Hand. 
Fingers. 
NaH. 
Ribs. 
Vein. 
Flejb  or  lean. 

Fat. 

Arm. 
Elbow. 
Thumb. 
Fere  finger. 
Middle  or  rin^d. 
Utile  finger. 


Confanguinity. 


Eo-ra, 


Mul-la, 

Din, 

Dinal-le-ong, 
.  Gin-aMe-ong, 

Be  an-na;/Z?/>  they\ 
Jhorten  to  Bean  | 
and  Be-a,  Ctnd  I 
when  in  pain,  f 
they  exclaim^"  \ 
a-ri,  J 

Wy-an-na,    and 
Wyang, 

Go  mang, 

Ba- bun-Da, « 

Maniun-na, 

Go  roong. 

We  row-ey, 

Wong  er-ra, 

Na-bung-ay-wui-  *? 
daUiezt,  5 


'  The  name  com- 

\      mon  for  the 

natives. 

A  man. 

A  woman. 

Women*. 


Afather. 


Mother. 

Grandfather. 
Brother. 
Sifier. 
A  child. 
A  female  child. 
A  male  ditto. 
Infant  at  the 
breqji. 


New  South  Wales. 

Bore- goo -roo, 

Guay-a-nay-yong, 

Maa-gohn, 

Mau-gohn-nal-ly, 

Go-rah  gal  Ix)ng, 

Go-rah  gal-long-    ^ 
alle-ong,  3 

Ma-lin,  Nurkine, 
Mud-gin, 
Gnair-ra-mat- 

Cow-ul,  ^ 

We-ring, 

Do-roon, 

Do-roon-e  nang^ 

Go  mul^ 

Cam-mar-rade,  and 
Ca-mong-aUay, 


le,   ^ 
ta,5 


Engltjb. 

K  Child  eight 
\   months  old. 

An  old  man. 

A  wife. 

A  temporary  do. 

A  handfome  man. 

A  handfome 
woman. 

A  relation^. 

Male  of  animals. 

FemaU  of  ditto. 

Afon. 

A  daughter. 
X'A'  term   cf 
\  friendfhip. 
C. Terms  rfaffec^ 
^   tion  ufcd  by 


Spears  and  other  In/iruments. 


Goong-un, 


Noo-ro  Ca-my, 


''A  fpear  with 
foUr  barbs  ctit 
in  the  woody 
winch  tlyey  do 
not  throw,  but 
ftrikewltb  band 
to  band. 
A  fpear  with  one 
barb^  fajlened 
in. 


\ 


*  One  of  the  few  inftances  I  could  ever  difcoTer 
of  a  plural  gr  dual  number. 

f  Compounded  of  Ka-bung  its  breaft,andWai- 
daMiez  relating  to  drinking. 

X  To  tbefc  I  never  could  affix  precifc  mcan- 

4  B  Ca-nayt 
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New  South  Wales. 


Ca-my, 


Bi!4arr> 

Wal-lang-al-le-ong,. 

Can  na^diur, 

Ghe -rub-bine, 
Doo  uU, 
No-roo-gal  Ca  myv 

E-lee-mong, 

Ar-ra.gpng, 

Moo-ting,  ■> 

Cal-larr,.  J 

Carrab-ba^  I 

Dam  moo-ne,        \ 

Woo-dah, 
Can-na  tailing, 
Doo-win  nul, 
Can-ni-cuH, 
Car-ru-wang, 
Wo-niur  rang* 
Gnal-lung  ul-la,  > 
Tar -ril-ber-rcj      3 
Mo  go, 
We  bat, 
Wo-mer-ra, 


Englijh. 

f  A f pear  with  two 
j    barbs.  — -  This 

<  word  is  ufedfor 
I    fpear  in  gene- 
I   ral. 
C  A  fpear  with  one 

<  barb^  cut  from 
C   the  wood. 
C  A  fpear  armed 

•<    with  pieces   of 
i  fhelL 

C  A  fpear  armed 
\    withfiones, 
I A  fpear  without 
\   a  barb. 

AJI:ort  fpear, 
f  Holes  made  by  a 
I  ff^ield: 

C  A  /hie Id  made  of 
\    bark. 

CAfhield  cut  out 
^  from  the  folid 
(  wood. 

Fizgigs. 

Prong  of  the  moo* 

ting 
Prong  of  the  cal- 

lor. 


Names  of  clubs. 


Stone  hatchet. 
Handle  of  ditto. 
Throwing-ftick.^ 


New  South  Wales. 


Englijh. 


Pronouns  J  Adverbs^  £ff  Mode  ofAddrefs. 

Gni-a, 

Gnee-ne, 

Gnee  ne  de, 

Dan  nai, 

Dar-ring-al, 

Gna-ni, 

Wau, 

De, 

Diam, 

Diam  o  waw  ? 

Diam  o  diam  o, 

Gnahn  Chiara, 

gnahn  ? 
BIr  rong. 


] 


/,  or  my f elf. 

Tou. 

Tours. 

Mine. 

His. 

Whofe. 

Where. 

There. 

Here. 

Where  areyou^ 

Here  I  am. 

What  is  your 

tmme  ? 
Appertaining. 


Winds. 


Bow  wan, 
Bal  gayal  lang. 
Boo  roo-wee, 
Bain  mar-ray, 
D60  loo  gal, 
Yare  ba-lahng. 
Go  nie  mah,. 
Gwar-ra, 


North. 
South. 
Eaji. 
We/l\ 

North  weft. 
South -wejl. 
North  eafl\ 
A  high  wi7idl 


Inflexions  of  the  Verbs. 


Gnia  na„ 

Bwo-me, 

Dere  rignang, 

Car-r«  nar-re-bU  le,^ 

Yen-no-ra, 

Ycnnnow^ 

YenO) 


Sighing. 

Breathing. 

Sneezing. 

Coughing. 

Walking. 

I  will  walk  or  go. 

Go  or  walk. 

Yen  mania. 
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New  South  Wales, 

Tcn-mS  ni*, 

Yen-wor  ro, 

Yen-nim-me, 

Yen-nool,  ^ 

Yen-noong,  > 

Yen-norc-yen,      j 

Yen-nang  allea, 

Al  loey. 

Wo  roo-wo-roo,  ^ 

War-rc-war  re,    3 

Pat-ta-diow, 

Pat-taUdie-mi, 

Patty, 

Pat  ta*bow, 

Pat-ta-bawme, 

Pat-ta-  nc, 

Wui  da-diow, 

Wui-da-die-mi, 

Nwya  je  fning  a, 

Py.yay, 

Jung-ara  py  yay, 

Par-rat-ben-ni-diow, 

Py-yabow, 

Py-yee, 
E  ra-bow, 

E-ra, 

E-raiMeiz,  ^ 
Mahn-me-diow, 

Mahti-iow, 

Goo-ra, 
Ton-ga  bil-fie, 

Wau-me, 
Wau  mc-bow, 
Wau-mcdiow, 


Englijh. 
C  We  will  walk  or 
I  go. 

He  is  gone. 

Touarego'mg. 

Relatingto  walk* 
ing. 

Letushoihwalk. 
Stay* 

Go  away* 

I  have  eaten, 

Tou  have  eaten. 

He  has  eaten. 

I  will  eat. 
C  Tou  will  eat,  or 
^    will  you  eat? 

They  cat. 

I  have  drank. 

Tou  have  drank. 

Give  me. 

Killed. 

Killed  by  dogs. 

I  have  emptied. 
^Iwilljirike  or 
X  heat. 

He  did  beat. 

I  will  throw. 

Throw  you. 

Throwing, 

I  hcve  taken  iU 
^Shalll.orljball 
I   take. 

Sunk. 

Did  cry. 
^Scolding  or  abu' 

C  J^^g' 

C  /  willjcold  or 

\    abufe, 

C  /  havefcolded  or 

X   abufed. 


New  ^th  Wales. 

Wau-me  diang '  ha, 

Nang-erra,  7 

Nang-a,  J 

Nang-a-bow, 
Nang  a-diow, 
Nang  a-diem-me, 
Nang-a-bau-me? 
Go-ro-da, 
Gna  nale-ma, 

AMo>wan, 

AMo^wah, 

Wal-Ioo-me  yen-  > 
wal  loo  ?      *    3 

War-re- me- war-re  J 

Gna-diow, 

Gna-diem-me, 

Gna  bow, 

Gna, 

Eta  mad-jow-in-nia, 

Car-rahnia, 

Wor-ga-wee  na, 

Goo-lar-ra  py  yel-la, 

Man  nie-mong-alla, 
Yare  ba, 
Pe-to-e, 

Man  nie  tpal  lee, 
Nwya  bow-in*  nia, 
Waii-ye*W4Ui-yi, 
Ma-row  e, 
Bang-a  Ja-bun, 
Noy-ga, 
Toll, 

Co  e,  Cow-e,  Cwoi, 
Cow  ana. 
Wad  be, 
B  2  ' 


EngJiJh. 

C  They  havefcolded 
X  or  abufed. 

Hefieeps^, 

Iwilljleep. 

I  havejlept. 

Tou  havejlept.   . 

Willymjteepl 

Hefnores. 

She  or  he  breathes 

He  lives  or  re* 


\ 


mains.     ,  . 
C  Stay  here^  or  Jit 
X   down. 

Where  ar^  you 
goingf 
C  Where  have  you 
X   been  ? 

Tou  havefeen. 

I  havefeen. 

I  will  fee.    -^ 

See. 

Forced  from  him. 

Stealing. 
I  He  whijlles^  or 
1  whirling, 
c  Snarling  with 
X  anger. 

Surprifed. 

Tired. 

Sought  for. 

He  wasjiartlei. 

I  will  give  you. 

He  lies. 

He  creeps. 

Hf  did  paddle. 

Howlingas  <?  dog. 

Biting. 

\  Come  here. 

Swimming. 

Bo-gay^ 
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New  South  Wales* 
Bo-gay, , 

Ta-^o-rs^  Me-l 
dlai)g-a»        3 

MuI-EUra^ 


Englijh. 


f  Severelycold.Vl^- 
\  dianga  is  com- 
J  pounded  of  ^t- 
(^  diong,  afore. 
f  Married*  Com* 
I  pgunde^of^yjX' 
Q   la>  a  man. 


Beajli. 


Pat-apgo-rang^ 

Bag-ear.ray, 
.  Wal-li-bah, 
Tcin*go,  ^ 
Dm-go,  \ 
Wor-re-gal, 

Boo-roo«min, 

Go-ra-gp-ro, 

Wob-bin^  . 

Ga-^i-itiong, 

Wce-rcc-ap^mm, 

Wee-rce-am^by, 

Bo-gol, 

Me-rea-gine, 


{ 


\ 


} 


Birdi. 


Ma  ray-ong, 

Gro-ree-ail, 

JWuI-go^ 


£mu* 
A'parrof. 
A  black  f^an. 


New  Seiab  Walh.  Engti]h. 

Car-rang-a  bo-        1    A  pelican.  When 
mur-ray,  J      they  fee  this  bird 

voertBeirbeadsj 
tbeyjin^  the  fol- 
lowing words : 
Gnoo-roo*me  ta-twa-na;twi-na-twa.  —  Gnoo* 
roo  me  ta  twa  na-twS»  na  twa,  tar-ra  wow> 
tar  ra  wow*. 


Common  name. 
A    large, grey 

kang-oo-roo. 
Small  red  ditto. 
Black  ditto. 

Dog. 

C  Grey  vulpine  op'^ 
\   offum. 

Red  ditto. 

Flying. fquirrel. 

Kang'Oo-roo  rat. 

Large  fox  rat. 

^at  or  moufe. 
Spotted  rat. 


Yoo-rong-i, 
Goad-gaagy 

Wir-gan, 

Go-gaii*ne-gine, 

Po-book, 

Wau-gan, 

Jam-mul  jam-mul, 

Gare-a-way, 

Ca-rstte^ 

Ur-  win-ner-ri-wing. 


A  wild  duck. 

A  wild  pigeon. 
^Birdnamfidbyus 
I  the  Friar. 
CBird  named  by 
^    us  the  Laughing 
i    JachAfs. 

Mufquito  hawk. 

Crow. 

Commm  hawk* 

White  cockatoo. 

Black  ditto. 

Curlew. 


Infedsy  Reptiles. 


Mar-rae-gongy 
Mi-a  pong, 
Go-nia  go-nia^ 
Gil'be-nongt 
Bur  roo-die  ra. 
Go  na-long,  - 
Cau  nar  rayi 
Cahn» 
Po'boo*DaQg, 


Afpider. 

Ajiy. 

A  beetle. 

A  grafshoppcr. 

A  butterfly. 

Caterpillar. 

Centipede* 

Snake. 

A  black  ant. 


•  On  feeing  a  flioal  of  porpoife^^  they  fiog  xvjulc  the  fifti  »  above  water,  No-tMc  bre  la-Ja, 
No.t€.]e  bT^la:lk>  untfl  it  goe«  dowD,  wbcn  they  fmg  the  wordsNo-tee,  No  tec,  until  it  rifts  again. 
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Peculiarities  of  Language. 

To  the  men  when  fifliing  they  apply  the  word  Mah-ni  j  to  the 
women,  Mahn. 

They  make  fome  diiUndion.ui..aQOther  indance  when  fpeaking  of 
cryi°g»  they  fay  the  men  Tong-i ;  the  women  Tong-e. 


The  following  difference  of  dialedk  was  o1)fei-ved  betw| 
at  the  Hawkefbury  and  at  Sydney. 


'•the  iiativee 


Coajl. 

Ca-ber-ra, 
pe-war  ra, 

Gnul-lo, 

Mi, 

Go  ray, 

Cad-llan^ 

Ba  rong, 

Moo-nur-ro, 

Boong, 

Yen-na-dah, 

Co  ing. 

Go  ra, 

Go'gen-ne  gine. 


Inland. 

Co -co, 

Ke-war-ra, 

Nar-raft, 

Me, 

Ben-ne, 

Gang-k, 

Bende, 

Boom -boong. 

Bay -ley, 

DII  luck 

Coll  do  in, 

Go-ri-ba, 

Go-con-de, 


EngUjh. 

'Head. 

Hair. 

Forehead* 

Eye. 

Ear. 

Neck. 

Bell^ 

Navel. 

Buttocks. 

Moon. 

Sun. 

Hail. 

Laughing  Jack-afs. 
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A  SHORT  VOCABULARY  OF  THE  NEW  ZEALAND 

LANGUAGE. 


$ 


New  Zealand. 
E-ha*ha, 
E'when-ua, 
E-wy, 
E-mu-da, 
£-dou-ma-tc, 
£  ho-ho-tou-ke, 
E-ma-ran-gi, 
E-fow-how-oo-doOy 
£-ton-ga« 
£-te-hu, 
E-te-te-do, 
E-don-ffo, 
E-do-mi-do-mi, 
E-hon-gi, 
E-mei-tc, 
He-te-tc-fliow,  or 
Ye-ie-de-how, 
E-po-po-c-c-nuc, 

E-de-de-ke, 

E^ma^ra-ma^ 

E-da, 

E-pu-ta, 

£-a-watere« 

£-a-hi  auy  or 

Epo, 

E  wha-tu,    - 

Ye-rew-a-ncw-a, 

E-Ma-tan-gee, 

E-hu*a, 

£»ue*da, 

£-vet-ece-da. 


} 


} 


En^ijh^ 

Ftrc. 

Eartb^r  ground. 

Water. 

Flameof  the  fire. 

Summer. 

Winter. 

North. 

South. 

Eaft. 

Weji. 

Tofee. 

To  hear. 

Tofcel. 

TofmelL 

To  tajle. 

New  moon. 

Full  moon. 
r  Laji  quarter  9f 
\   the  moon. 

The  moon. 

Sun. 

Sun-rife. 

Noon. 

Sun-fet. 

Star. 

Rainbow. 

Wind. 

Rain. 

Lightning. 

Thunder' 


New  Zealand. 
Em^ma-ha  ne, 
Ma  ka-ree  dee, 
F.-ko-how, 
E-po-ka-ka, 
E  paw-ha, 

£  mo  an-na> 

Ea-o, 
E-po, 

E-co  pcc-ce, 
E  wha-tu, 
In  an-hai, 
N'Agoo-nai, 
A-popo, 

A-ta-by-da, 

A'Wa-ka, 
A-wa-ke-ettue, 

E-hongi, 

Ycn-gang, 
He-ho*do-bo*doy 


Englijh. 
Hot. 
Cold. 
Fog. 

Dew. 

Smoke. 
^Sak  water ^   or 
1   tbefea. 

The  day. 

The  night. 

To  freeze^  or  ice. 

Snow 

Tejlerday. 

To-day. 

To  morrow. 
r  Day  after  to-mor^ 
1   row. 

Day  following. 

Four  days  hence. 
C  The  ceremony  of 
<  joining  nofes  as 
C   afalute. 

The  head. 
cThe  hair  of  the 
X  head. 

The  ear. 
Deaf 

The  forehead. 


Eta-din  ga^ 
Etoude  Eia-din-ga, 
E^da-hA, 

Ca.no.wci    or         X^heeye. 
E-ca-no-che,  3  ^ 

E  pu  di  £'Ca-no*wei,  Blind. 
Pa-pa-reen -gi.  The  cheek. 

EcEee-fliU|  The  nofe. 

£-cou-wye. 
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New  Zealandw  ' 
E-cou-wye, 
E-ka  ke, 

Po  CO- foe-fee,  or     ^ 
EdinRa-ringa,  \ 

E-dai-ee, 

He-ooo,  lengthened  ^ 
out,  J 

E-pce-too, 
Eu  wa, 

E-tu-di-po-na,  or 
Ewa-wye, 
E  mata-ka-ra> 
E  coro-E-te, 
He-i-a  rfar-re, 
hig-oo  too, 
E-\va-ha, 
In-ni-(how, 
Ecoro-coro> 
E-pa-ro, 
E-co-pu, 
E-to-to, 
E-tu-di-po-na, 
E-da-pa-ra-pa, 
E-too-o-ra, 
E-cu-mo, 
E-kau-wai, 
E.ki, 
E-u-de, 
E-ai, 
E-tek-kf, 

E-ma-mi,  | 

E-tu-tai, 
Pa-ke-da, 
.E-flia-pu, 
E  ko  ki, 
E-ka  ta, 
E  tan-ge, 
E-too-ha, 
E-cowe-ra, 
E-ma-my, 


Englijh. 

The  beard. 
The  ?icck. 

The  arm. 

The  breajl.  ^ 

The  nipple. 

The  navel. 
The  thig^^ 

The  leg. 

The  fingers 
Finger-nails. 
Thejkin. 
The  lips. 
The  mouth. 
The  teeth. 
The  throat. 
The  hand* 
The  belly. 
Blood. 
Knees. 
Thefeet'. 
The  back. 
The  backjide. 
The  chin. 
The  mouthy 
The  penis. 
The  vulva^' 
To  copulate. 
To  go  to  make 
water. 
Togo  toJiooL 
Bald' headed. 
Pregnant.  • 
A  cripple. 
To  laugh. 
To  cry. 
To/pit. 
To  breathe. 
To  groan. 


New  Zealand. 
E-lhn,  founded  ex^ 

prejftve    of    the 

adion, 
Te-zee-ou-wa, 

founded  expref- 

five  of 
E-co-(hew, 
E-mo-a,, 

E-ta-ko-te, 

E-a-ra, 

E-kow-hae-ra, 

E-to-u, 

E-ku-pa, 

E-du-a-^ke, 

E-da-hee, 

Eet,  pronounced  as 

Eat, 
F-o-ra, 
E-mat-tee,   means 

alfi  death 

E-pir 

E-ke-no, 
E-ni-a-ymi, 
Fn-ni  fhou,  E-to- 

on.ga, 
E-hu-de, 
F-de-ka-ra-ka^ 
E-huf-fe, 

He-de-de,. 


Englifh. 

I  rofigh, 

>    Sneezing*. 

To  hiccough. 
Tofieep.  ^ 
cTo  lie  down  to 

To  rife  from  fieep^ 
To  yawn. 
•    31?  break  wind. 
To  belch. 
Topuke. 
Fat. 


Learn- 
In  health. 
Sick. 


(Handfome^  alfo 
1     clean. 

Ugly  9  Mo  dirty. 

Pain  in  general. 

I    Toatb-aeb. 

Head-ach. 

An  itching. 

Love. 
C"  Hatred  J  or  being 
L     di[fatisfied. 

•  A  compliment  tfi  paid  by  the  New  Zca^ 
landers  when   one  of  the  compaoy  fneezes,  by 
repeating  the  follow  log  lines: 
"  Tec- zee,  Tee-aee,Paway,Pa-way,.wa-cott- 
"  te-ina-h6  coto-ko-eee,''  drawn  out  very 
long. 
"  Tu-iw-ro  a-t^  na  tan-ga^ta  kitt-po, 
'*  Tutu-ra  aia-bi^  na-ta>na-ta  kit*rao 
*•  Tee- zee,  Tee  ate,  &c.  at  inthefirft  line.     , 
All  which  means  wiflies  for  health  from  night  to 
morning,  and  that  no  bones  may  be  t>rokcfl  bf 
the  fliock  of  fncezibg. 

He-ma-ta-kii. 
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New  Zealand. 
He-ma-ta-ku, 
F-ka-tou, 
E-ko-ko-pe, 
E-kow-wa, 

E-wa-ra-wa-ra, 

F-ko-cu% 

E-mo-to, 

F  -hou-dang-e, 

He-kye, 

E-e-nue, 

F-matta-he-a-kye, 

Ka-kc, 

E-i-ra, 

E-o-mu, 

E-da-re, 

E>-ka-ou, 

E-tu-ta-kej 

Ke.o-ro«-mi, 

E-no-ho, 

E-tu, 

E-mo-ki, 

Ka-ko-p-i, 

Eu-wa-ke, 

E-de-ding-ee, 

E-o-mi, 

Wha-ka-de-de, 

Z'Shocke-e-maiy 

E-wa-k-a-tu, 

E-o-hoo-tee, 

E-da.fc, 

E-wa-wat-te, 

E-ma-ca, 

E-te-te-do, 


E-ko. 


re. 


E-what-te, 
E-hi-yi, 


Englijh. 
Fear. 

Shame, 

Loat/ji?jg. 
c  An  error  or  mif- 
\     take.' 

A  cuK 

A  blow. 

To  faint. 

To  eat. 

To  drink. 

Hungry. 

Satisfied. 

To  walk. 

To  run. 

To  jump. 

Tofwim. 

To  meet  any  one. 

To  make  hqfle. 

To  fit  down. 

Standing  up. 

To  work. 

Tojhutadoor. 

To  open. 

To  fell. 

To  give  or  reach. 

Vll  give  you. 

Ditto. 

To  plant.  . 

To  pluck  up. 

To  tie  or  bind. 

Untie. 

To  throw  away. 

Tolook  orobferve. 
CTo  break  any 
^  thing  as  a 
C  plate. 
cTo  break  any 
<  things  as  a 
L    fiick. 

To  tear ^as paper. 


New  Zealand. 
Car-co-rec, 

E-ko-cput, 
Ing-ha-roo, 
E-hu-na, 
Ea-ke-tere, 

E-ke-no, 

E-moo-roo, 
Eo-roo-ee, 

E-yhang-a, 

E-ka-wa, 
He-i-de-mai ! 
Sey-ede,  or  E-5-ra, 
E-ko-re-roo, 

Pat-too  pat-too, 

E.te-ka, 

E-po-no, 

E-wa-ka, 

E-ihoo, 

E-i-ka, 
E-a-tio, 

E-wa-du, 

E-ma-ka, 

E-nue, 

E-mo^rorce-te, 

My^ty, 

Mack-row-a, 

Ki-e-dow, 

E-whan-na, 

E-ha-ka, 

E-wy-ettc, 

E-wa-du, 

E-ta  po-ke. 


Englifh. 

'  To  pull  down  or 
deflroy^  as  a 
buildings  fhip^ 

.      "i^c. 

To  cut. 

To  fee  or  look  for. 

To  hide. 
.     To  find. 
f  Tqfiain  or  dirty 
1     any  thing. 

To  llean. 

Towafh. 
(■  To  build  (I  houfi 
I      or  boat. 

Ill'tafiedy  bitter. 

Come  here! 

Togo. 

10  converfe. 
C  To  beat^  alfo  thf 
^   name  of  a  prin- 
(^   cipal  weapon. 

To  tell  a.  lie. 

To  tell  truth. 

A  canoe. 
r  To  paddle  a  ca- 
\     noe. 

Afijh. 

To  catch  afifh. 
C  Afifh-hook  made 
I     of  wood. 

Afijhing4ine. 

J^igy  i^rge. 

Small. 

Good. 

Bad. 

Fit  to  eat. 

To  kick. 

To  dance. 

Tofing. 

To  dreqnu 

To  drown. 

E-ka-ya, 
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JN^  Zealand. 

E.ta.ro4ia» 

£«ee-ta, 

Na? 

Ha-ya-ha, 

Ko-ai, 

An.ga, 

Pah*»hee, 

£-whar-^re» 
E*ta«o» 

E-da-kow» 

E-ma-ta, 

Paf-aa-te-ra» 

E-ko-ha-tue, 

E-ho-ne, 

£.a-wha, 

E-pa-pa« 

E-to-ki, 

E-whow, 

E-va-te-to-ka, 
E-pa-ki, 
E-poo-poo, 
£-wak-e-te-ca, 

Etu-pu, 
E-mu-ka, 

E-mu-ka  Yera*  7 
kakee,  3 

Eka-ka-hoWj 


ToJimL 
\To  bang  tme^s 

1  feir 

I  unaerftand. 

Doyoum^anthii? 

What  U  this  } 

Who  is  this? 

There. 
c  Ajhip^  or  very 
\     large  canoe. 

jt  houfe. 

Affear. 
f  A  tree,  orfieee 
1     of  wood. 

A  foarf  ftone 
with  which 
they  cut  their 
hair^ 

Ajiane. 

A  rock. 

Sand-beach. 

A  harbour. 

A  board. 

An  axe* . 
cAchijffeU  nail, 
I     or  iron. 

A  door. 

AhilL 

Shells. 

Ear-rings. 
j  The  fioK  plant 
1   when  growing, 
r  The  fiax  when    . 
I  drejfed. 

The  operation  of 

drawing    the 

fiax  from  the 

plant. 

\  Cloth  wove  from 

I     the  flax. 


New  Zealand. 

EngUfb. 

'  The    marks   $n 

A-mo-ko^ 

their  face  and 

different  pay ts 

£     of  their  bodies. 

To-ko-hai-ya  > 

How  many  > 

rA  great   many. 

E  ma  ha, 

<     /Peaking     of 

^       things. 

rA  great   many. 

Katapuk-e-inai, 

)      fpeaking     tf 

i      people. 

Yen  ge-enge,  andl 
founded  hardy     3 

Tired 

*  #»  »(#• 

Eto-ho-Fo-hl^ 

A  whale. 

E-be  nue. 

^Whak  oUy  or  any 
X     other  fat. 

Emata-to-too-roo, 

Thick, 

Eda  ede-hi. 

Thin. 

E-do  Iwy 

'^High,   or   tall, 
\     andlon^. 

E  po  to^ 

Short. 

E-wa  nu^. 

Wide. 

E-wa  etc. 

Narrow. 

E-ti  ma-ha^ 

Heavy* 

£  ma-ma, 

Light. 

E-de-ding-c, 

FuU.      . 

£  ma- ding  e, 

Empty. 

E-ma-row, 

Hard. 

Ing-now-a-rey, 
E-ka-ra-de, 

Soft. 
Jidog* 

E-kere, 

A  rat. 

£»manu, 

A  bird. 

E-wy-you, 

Milk. 

£  wbairo^ 

Red. 

£  ema. 

White. 

E-man-goe^ 

AUdark  colours. 

Ka*de  da. 

Green. 

Ka-nap*pay 

Blue. 

Ta-ah-ne  zfound-^  ? 

ed  long,,            I  \ 

A  man* 

\o 

wha.hei.0^1 

I    56*    1 


'Nnv  Zealand. 

Wha4ici-ne, 
B-co  ro-wa«kc, 

£-Tat*ina.ree4cec4 

E-Ta»ina»hei*Qc, 

Ta-ina-i*ete 

E-co-tcrot 

Ma-tua-TM-ne, 

Ma-tu-a»wa4iei-ne, 

Tu-a4)ei*ne» 

Tu-a-Cii^na 

Tei-nc,  . 
E-mi-yan-ga; 

Pah-pah» 
Hah-ty-ycc, 


I 


A  woman. 

An  old  man. 

An  old  woman. 

A  young  man. 

A  ymngwoman^ 

A  male  child. 

An  infant. . 

Father^ 

Mother. 

Sifier. 
C  Elder  brother. 
XTounger  brother. 

Twins. 
^ChUdren  call 
1   their  father, 
i  Children  call 
*  their  mother. 


£  ittxat  to  be  vied  as  Hie  article,  pronounced 
atin  theEDglHh. 
A  italiraya  lbuDde4  long,  at  in  the  French. 


Numerals. 


Ta,hie, 

One. 

D»w), 

Two. 

Too-roo, 

Three, 

Wha, 

Four, 

Dee-mah, 

Five. 

0.no, 

Sin. 

Whee-too, 

Seven. 

WbMOO, 

Eight. 

New  Zealand.  Engli/k  * 

E-wha,  Nine. 

Ng*a4)u^u»  Ten. 

Ca-te-cow  fignifies  One  Ten. 
Ma-ta»Ue»  Eleven. 

Ma^tio^  Twelve^  and  fo 

'DO,  th«  numeral  being j^receded 
by  Ma,   until  nineteen   (Ma^ 
Evwba)  then  Twenty  i< 
Ca-te-cow^  Ca, 

du^, 
Ca-te-cow,  C^, 
Too-roo, 

} 


Ca. 


,} 
} 


Twenty. 
Thirty. 

forty.. 


Ca-te»cow> 

Wha, 

and  fo-onto  Nfnety. 

Kah-row,  A  hundred 

^1^7;^'^}     One  hundred. 
€arow,  Ca,  Bu-o,     Two    hundred, 
and  fo  on  to  Nine  hundfjed 
Kommai^roo,  Atbmfand* 

Com^m-no,  C  J     0^,j^^^ 

Com-ma-no,  Ca- .  1      „*     ^r    /•    » 
du-o,  i     Twotboufand. 

and  Jb  on  to  Nine  thouiand« 
Ca-tee-nee,  Ten    thou/and^ 

iHrhich  appears  to  be  the  extent 
of  dieir  numerals. 


k 
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V  I   N   I 


THE  FOLLOWING  VALUABLE  WORKS 
Are  Printed  for  T.  Cadell  and  W.  Davibs,  in  the  Strand* 


1.  The  PROGRESS  of  MARITIME  DISCOVERY,  from  the  catlieft  Period  w 
the  Clofe  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  Volume  the  Firft.  By  James  Stamier  Clarkk» 
F.  R.S.  Domeftic  Chaplain  to  the  Prince,  and  Vicar  of  Prefton.  Handfomel]r 
printed  in  4to«  and  enriched  by  numerous  Engravings  from  the  Drawings  of  Pocock^ 
and  an  entire  new  fet  of  Charts,  by  Arrowfmith.     Price  3I.  8s.  in  Boards. 

♦^*  This  Volume  contains  the  Progrefs  of  Difcovery  by  the  Phenicians,  Greeks, 
Romans,  and  Carthaginians  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  Difcoveries  from  their  Commecite- 
Rient  in  141 2,  to  the  Arrival  of  Gam  a  on  the  Coaft  of  Malabar,  in  1499,-  an4,  tA 
an  Appendix,  many  curious  and  fcarce  TraQs  relative  to  the  Subje£t«  Tlie-Work 
was  undertaken  under  the  immediate  Sanction  of  Earl  Spencer  and  the  Admiraltjc 
Board;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Author  to  complete  the  whole^  if  pdffible^'ia 
Six  Volumes^  forming  a  comprehenfive  Syftem  of  Hydrography. 

2.  A  VOYAGE  of  DISCOVERY  to  the  NORTH  PACIFIC  OCEAN.  !•. 
which  the  Coaft  of  A6a,  from  the  Lat.  of  350  North  to  the  Lat.  52®  North,  die 
Ifland  of  Infa,  (commonly  known  under  the  Name  of  the  Land  of  Jeflo;}  |be  North, 
South,  and  £all  coafts  of  Japan,  the  Lieuchieux  and  the  adjacent  Ifles,  as  well  as 
the  Coaft  of  Corea,  have  Wen  examined  and  furveycd.  Performed  in  His  Majcfty'^ 
Sloop  Providence,  and  her  Tender,  in  the  Years  1795,  1796,  1797,  1798.  By 
Captain  William  Rodert  Broughton.  One  Volume  4to.  with  Charts  engraved 
under  the  Dire£lion  of  Mr.  Arrowfmith. 

3.  A  JOURNEY  from  Prince  of  Wales's  Fort,  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  to  the  Northern 
Ocean.  Undertaken  by  Order  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  for  the  Difcoverjr  of 
Copper  Mines,  a  North-weft  Pafiage,  &c.  in  the  Years  1769,  1770,  177I1  and  1772* 
By  Samuel  Hbarne.  Illuftrated  with  feveral  Charts,  Views,  &c.  4to.  il.  78.  in 
Boards. 

4.  VOYAGES  from  Montreal,  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  through  the  Conti 
nent  of  North  America,  to  the  Frozen  and  Pacific  Oceans*,  in  the  Years  1789  and 
1793.     With  a  preliminary  Account  of  the  Rife,  Progress,  and  prefent  State  of  the 
Fur  Trade  of  that  Country,     lllurirated  with  Maps.    By  S^  Alex.  Mackenzie, 
one  Volume  4to.     Price  il.  i  is.  6d.'in  Boards. 

$.  An  Account  of  the  RUSSIAN  DISCOVERIES  between  ASIA  and  AME- 
RICA  :  to  which  are  added,  the  Conqueft  of  Siberia,  and  the  Hiftory  of  the  Tranf- 
afiions  and  Commerce  between  Rullia  and  China.  By  William  Coxe^  A.  M. 
Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  Chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough. lUuflrated  with  Charts,  and  a  View  of  a  Chinefe  Town,  8vo.  Fourth' 
Edition.    Price  los.  6d.  in  Boards. 

6.  Aa 


H^orh  Printtdfor  T,  Cadbll  and  W.  Davies. 

6.  An  Account  of  TRAVELS  into  the  Interior  of  SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 
Including  ob&rvations  on  the  Geology  and  Geography  of  the  Southern  Part  of  that 
Continent  \  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  fuch  Obje^U  as  occurred  in  the  Animal,  Vege- 
table, smd  Mivieral  Kifigdoms ;  and  Sketches  of  the  Phyfical  and  Moral  Charaders  of 
the  ▼artoUs  tribes  of  Inh^ibitants  furrounding  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.HfT^gether  with  a  View  of  the  Importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
diSerent  European  Powers,  as  a  Naval  and  Military  Station  ;  as  a  point  of  Security 
to  our  Indian  Trade  and  Settlements,  during  a  War  ;  and  as  a  Territorial  Accjuifition 
and  Commercial  Emporium  in  Time  of  Peace.  With  a  Statiftical  Sketch  of  the  whole 
Colony,  compiled  from  authentic  Documents.  By  John  Barrow,  Efq.  late  Secre- 
tary to  the  Earl  of  Macartney,  Auditor-General  of  Public  Accounts  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  Secretary  to  Lieutenant-General  Francis  Dundas,  during  his  Go- 
Ycrnment  there.  With  a  Map  conilruAed  from  adual  Obfcrvatbn,  numerous 
Charts,  &c.  2  Vols.  4to.     Price  3I.  6s.  6d.  in  Boards. 

7.  TRAVELS  in  AFRICA,  EGYPT,  and  STRIA,  from  the  Year  179a  to 
&79S.  By  W.  G.  Browkb.  Ifluftrated  with  a  Map  and  other  Engrayings  \  Quarto* 
Pcice  2I.  I2S.  M.  ia  Boards. 

8.  A  VOYAGE  performed  by  the  lateEarl  of  Sandwich  round  the  MEDITER* 
R  aNEAN,  in  the  Years  173S  and  1739.  Written  by  Himfelf.  Embcllifbed  with 
a  Portrait  of  his  Lordfhip,  and  illuftrated  with  feveral  Engravings  of  ancient  Buildings 
and  Infcriptions,  with  a  Chart  of  hb  Courfc  To  which  are  profiled.  Memoirs  of 
the  Noble  Author's  Life.  By  John  Cook»,  M.  A.  Chaplain  to  his  Lordfliip,  and  one 
of  the  Chaplains  to  Greenwich  Hofpital.     Quarto.    Price  2l.  2S.  in  Boards. 

9.  MODERN  GEOGRAPHY:  aDcfcription  of  the  Empires,  Kingdoms,  and 
States,  with  the  Oceans,  Seas,  and  Iflcs,  in  all  Parts  of  the  World  \  including  the 
mod  recent  Difcoveries  and  Political  Alterations.  By  Johk  Pinkerton.  I'he  Af- 
tronomical  Introdu£^ion  by  S.ViNCS,  A.M.  PiofefTor  of  Aftionomy  in  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge.  To  the  Whole  are  added.  Lifts  of  the  beft  Maps  and  Books  of  Tra- 
vels, 10  all  Languages,  and  an  ample  index.  In  two  Urge  Vols.  4to.  with  numerous 
Maps,  df  awn  under  the  Direfiion,  and  with  the  laft  Improvements  of  Arrowfmith,  and 
engraved  in  a  new  Manner  by  Lowry,  forming  an  untvcxfal  oiodero  Atlas.  Price 
4I.  45.  in  Boards. 


l^fiMe^  by  A.  Suahan, 
rJWtcrt-Stiesc. 
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